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ADVEBTiSEMENT. 


X.HE  Executors  of  the  late  Rev.  Johk  Newtomt 
fed  highly  gratified  in  presenting  to  the  public  a.  com- 
plete editicMi  of  his  works.  The  first  five  volumes  are 
already  weU  known,  having  been  published  many  years, 
and  were  nearly  reprinted  at  the  time  of  the  Author's 
death. 

The  greater  part  of  the  •  present  volume  consists  of 
letters,  intended  by  the  Authc»:  as  a  continuaticHi  ci 
Cardiphonia.  These  were  selected  by  himself,  and 
transcribed  under  his  own  direction,  and  some  of  them 
very  carefully  revised.  The  Executors  would  gladly 
have  availed  themselves  of  the  kind  offers  of  hb  corres- 
pondents to  increase  the  collection,  but  could  not  con- 
sistently with  the  injunction  of  their  revered  Friend, 
who  expressly  desired  that  none  might  be  print^ 
except  those  which  were  seleqted  during  his  life- 
time. 


WW 


The  remainder  of  diis  vohme  is  occiq>ied  ptrtly  by 
papers  extracted,  accordii^  to  die  Author's  directiony 
from  Periodical  PuUicatioiis ;  and  pardy  by  small 
pieces  fvioted  diirii^  his  life,  but  never  bcfiore  coDecl*- 
ed,  and  concerning  idiidi  Ho  itisCnictioils  Here  given 
by  thedeceased. 

These  pieces  are. 


A  Sermon,  preached  on  a  public  occasion,  in  th^ 

year  1800. 
Though  upon  die  African  Slave  Trade. 
Addresses  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Olney,  and  St  Mai^' 

Woobioch,  London.    And 
A  Letter  on  Political  Debate. 


Ths  Thougjhts  en  the  African  Slave  Trade  may 
dffpctt  to  some  a  teniponuy  publicatioiiy  bul  the 
Executors  rtgxtd  il  as  an  important  historical  docu- 
ment, by  one  who  had  been  personally  ei^;aged  in  the 
IfiffiCy  and  was  wdl  9c<)uittnted  with  its  horrors;  as 
such,  it  witt  be  read  with  interest  by  posted^. 

The  Addresses  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Olncy  and  St. 
Mary  Wodnoth,  show  the  Author's  earnest  and  con> 
slant  attention  to  the  eternal  interests  of  all  hb  parish- 
ioners ;  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  usrful  exam[^ 
to  clergymen,  of  the  diflferent  means  which  may  be 
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tised  td  promote  the  wel&re  of  their  people,  and  of  the 
different  s^le  and  manner  of  address  which  may  be 

adopted. 

>  The  Letter  on  Political  Debate  is  part  of  a  friendly 

correq;Kmdence  which  took  place  between  the  Author 

and  a  Minister  in  the  country  in  the  year  1793.     It 

contains  some  important  and  interesting  considerations 

on  the  subject,  and  was  therefore  deemed  worthy  of 

preservaticm. 

These  are  all  the  works  published  or  prepared  for 
the  press  by  the  Author,  excepting  only  the  Life  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Grimshaw,  the  cc^y-right  of  which  was 
given  to  the  society  for  rjsi.i£ving  poor:  pious 

CLERGYMEN    OF    THE    ESTABLISHl^fi    CHURCH. 

The  Executors  commend  the  whole  to  the  blessing 
of  Almighty  God,  calling  upon  every  reader  to  unite 
with  them  in  fervent  prayer  that  God  would  rais^  up 
many,  who,  like  his  departed  servant,  may  be  examples 
to  the  believers   in  word,  in  conversation,  in 

CAHRITY,    in    spirit,    IN    FAITH,    IN    PHRITY. 

London,  Oetober  1. 1808. 
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bestow,  I  should  be  well ;  bat,  alas!  I  am  often  hurt  by 
a  food  desire  of  bemg  or  doing  something  ooosidecmble ; 
and  this,  so  often  as  it  prevails,  like  a  sodden  frtal 
blast,  spoils  my  fiurest  blooming  prospects  of  comfort 
and  usefulness.  It  is  a  great  point  to  be  constant  and 
diligent  in  the  use  of  all  appointed  means,  and  yet  t0 
have  our  souls  waiting  only  upon  God,  in  a  deep  per-* 
suasion  that  neither  the  best  means,  nor  the  closest  at- 
tendance upon  them,  can  do  any  thing  for  us  in  them- 
selves ;  and  that  nothing  short  of  renewed  communi* 
cations  from  him,  can  either  satisfy  or  sanctify  our 
hearts. 

The  best  advice  I  can  send,  or  the  best  wish  I  can 
form  for  you,  b,  that  you  may  have  an  abiding  and  ex^ 
perimental  sense  of  those  words  of  the  apostle  which 
are  just  now  upon  my  mind — *^  Looking  unt« 
^^  Jesus."  The  duty,  the  privil^e,  the  safety,  the  nn- 
speakable  happiness,  of  a  believer,  are  all  comprised  in 
that  one  sentence.  Let  us  first  pray  that  the  eyes  of 
our  faith  and  understanding  may  be  opened  and 
strengthened;  and  then  let  us  fix  our  whole  regard 
upon  him.  But  how  are  we  to  behold  him  ?  I  answer, 
in  the  glass  of  his  written  word ;  there  he  is  represented 
to  us  in  a  variety  of  views ;  the  wicked  worid  can  see 
no  form  nor  cqmdiness  in  the  portraiture  he  has  given  of 
himself;  yet,  blessed  be  God,  there  are  those  who  can 
•'  behold  his  glory  as  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten 
'^  Son  of  God,  full  of  grace  and  truth ;"  and  while 
they  behold  it,  they  find  themselves  ^^  changed  into  the 
'^  same  image,  from  glory  to  glory,"  by  the  transform- 
ing influence  of  hb  Spirit  In  vain  we  oppose  reason- 
ings, and  arguments,  and  resolutions,  to  beat  down  our 
eorrvptions,  and  to  silence  our  fears ;  .hut  a  believing 
view  of  Jesus  does  the  business.    When  heavy  trials  in 
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lift  are  appointed  us,-  and  we  are  called  to  give  up^  or 
perhaps  to  pluck  out,  a  right  eye,  it  is  an  easy  matter 
for  a  stander-by  to  say,  ^^  Be  comforted ;"  and  it  is  as 
useless  as  easy — but  a  view  of  Jesus  by  faith  comeB 
home  to  the  point.  When  we  can  fix  our  thoughts 
upon  him,  as  laying  aside  all  his  honours,  and  submit- 
ting for  our  sakes  to  drink  off  the  bitter  cup  of  the 
wrath  of  God  to  the  very  dregs ;  and  when  we  further 
consider,  that  he  who  thus  suffered  in  our  nature,  who 
knows  and  sympathizes  with  all  our  weakness,  is  now 
the  supreme  disposer  of  all  that  concerns  us,  that  be 
numbers  the  very  hairs  of  our  heads,  appoints  every 
trial  we  meet  with  in  number,  weight,  and  measure,  and 
will  suffer  nothing  to  befall  us  but  what  shall  contribute 
to  our  good — thb  view,  I  say,  is  a  medicine  suited  to 
the  disease,  and  powerfully  reconciles  us  unto  every 
cross.  So  when  a  sense  of  sin  prevails,  and  the  tempter 
is  permitted  to  assault  us  with  dark  and  dreadful  sug- 
gestions, it  is  easy  for  us  to  say,  **  Be  not  afraid  ;*'  but 
those  who  have  tried,  well  know,  that  looking  to  Jesus 
is  the  only  and  sure  remedy  in  this  case — if  we  can  get 
a  sight  of  him  by  £EUtb,  as  be  otace  bung  betweeo^the 
two  thieves,  and  as  be  now  pleads  within  the  vail,  then 
we  can  defy  sin  and  Satan,  and  give  our  challenge  in 
the  apostle's  words,  ''Who  is  he  that  condemneth? 
''  It  is  Christ  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  risen  again; 
^'  who  also  maketh  intercession  for  us  :*  Rom.  viii.  34. 
Again,  are  we  almost  afraid  of  being^s wallowed  up  by 
our  many  restless  enemies?  or,  are  we  almost  weary  of 
our  long  pilgrimage  through  such  a  thorny,  tedious, 
barren  wilderness  ?  A  sight  of  Jesus,  as  Stephen  saw 
him,  crowned  with  glory,  yet  noticing  all  the  sufferings 
of  his  poor  servants,  and  just  ready  to  receive  them  to 
himself,  and  make  them  partakers  of  his  everlasting  joy, 
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'  this  will  raise  the  spirits,  and  restore  strength ;  this  wiU 
animate  us  to  hold  on,  and  to  bold  out ;  this  will  do  it, 
and  nothing  but  this  can.     So,  if  obedience  be  the 
thing  in  question,  looking  unto  Jesus  is  the  object  that 
melts  the  soul  into  love  and  gratitude,  and  those  who 
greatly  love,  and  are  greatly  obliged,  find  obedience 
easy.     When  Jesus  is  upon  our  thoughts,  either  in  his 
humbled  or  his  exalted  state,  either  as  bleeding  on  tty 
cross,  or  as  worshipped  in  our  nature  by  all  the  host  of 
heaven,  then  we  can  ask  the  apostle  s  question  with  a 
becoming  disdain,    ''  Shall  we  continue    in  sin  that 
'^  grace  may  abound  ?''  God  forbid.    What  i  shall  I  sin 
against  my  Lord,  my  love,  my  friend,  who  once  died 
for  my  sins,  and  now  lives  and  reigns  on  my  behalf; 
who  supports,  and  leads,  and  guides,  and  feeds  me 
every  day?  God  forbid.     No;  rather  I  would  wish 
for  a  thousand  hands,  and  eyes,  and  feet,  and  tongues, 
for  ten  thousand  lives,  that  I  might  devote  them  all  to 
his  service :  he  should  have  all  then ;  and  surely  he  shall 
have  all  now !  Alas,  that  in  spite  of  myself  there  still 
remains  something  that  resists  his'will !  but  I  long  and 
pray  for  its  destruction,  and  I  see  a  day  coming  whra 
my  wish  shall  be  accomplished,  and  I  shall  be  wholly  ^ 
and  for  ever  the  Lord's. 

I  am  your  affectionate  servant. 
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LETTER  II. 

To  Miss  M»*»». 
My  Dear  Sister,  November  2,  1761 . 


OUR  letter  was  welcome  and  comfortable.  I  praise 
Ae  Lord  on  your  behalf,  and  shall  not  cease  to  pray, 
'^  chat  yoQ  may  be  filled  with  his  will  in  all  wisdom 
^  and  spiritual  understanding ;"  that  you  may  go  on  ^^  to 
^'  adorn  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things ;" 
and  that  a  sense  of  his  presence  and  power  '*  who  so 
^  loved  us  as  to  wash  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own 
^^  blood,"  may  be  your  establishment,  and  strength,  and 
iXMEfort'CDBtinually.  You  have  reason,  indeed,  to  praise 
him,*  and  so  have  L  O  what  a  wonder  of  grace,  that 
he  should  say  to  those  who  were  children  of  wrath, 
**  Behold,  1  go  to  my  Father,  and  to  your  Father,  to  my 
^*  God  and  to  your  God."  <*  Henceforth  I  call  you 
^^  not  servants  but  friends,"  and  as  a  proof  of  it,  ^^  Ask 
'^  what  you  will,  and  it  shall  be  done  unto  you/'  Here 
are  words  sufficient  either  to  raise  our  souls  up  to 
heaven,  or  to  bring  heaven  down  into  our  souls,  ac- 
cording to  that  glorious  promise  which  to  many  is 
fulfilled  even  in  our  day.     Rev.  xxi.  3. 

Let  us  not  be  greatly  discouraged  at  the  many  tri- 
bulations, difficulties,  and  disappointments  which  lie  in 
the  path  that  leads  to  glo>y:  seeing  our  Lord  has 
told  us  before ;  has  made  a  suitable  provision  for  every 
case  we  can  meet  with,  and  is  himself  always  near  to 
those  that  call  tipon  him ;  a  sure  refuge,  an  almighty 
strength,  a  never-failing,  ever-present  help  in  every 
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time  of  trouble ;  seeing  likewise  that  he  himself  was  a 
man  of  sorrow,  and  acquainted  with  grief  for  our  sakes. 
He  drank  off  the  full  cup  of  unmixed  wrath  for  us ; 
shall  we  then  refuse  to  taste  of  the  cup  of  affliction  at 
his  appointment  ?  especially  when  his  wisdom  and  love 
prepare  it  for  us,  and  proportion  every  circumstance  to 
our  strength ;  when  he  puts  it  into  our  hands,  not  in 
anger,  but  in  tender  mercy,  to  do  us  good,  to  bring 
us  near  to  himself;  and  when  he  sweetens  every  bitter 
draught  with  those  comforts  which  none  but  he  can 
give.  Let  us  rather  say,  None  of  these  things  move  us, 
neither  do  we  count  any  thing  on  this  side  eternity 
dear,  so  that  we  may  finish  our  course  with  joy,  and 
run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  set  before  us. 

The  time  is  short : — the  world  is  passing  away ;  all 
its  cares  and  all  its  vanities  will  soon  be  at  an  end. 
Yet  a  little  while  and  we  shall  see  him  who  has  found 
a  way  to  make  us  love  him,  though  we  have  not  yet 
beheld  him — *^  we  shall  see  him,  as  he  is,""  every  vaU 
will  be  taken  away,  every  seeming  frown  be  removed 
from  hi^  face,  and  every  tear  wiped  away  from  ours. 
We  shall  also  be  like  him.  Even  now,  when  ^^  con- 
template his  glory  as  shining  in  the  glass  of  the  Gospel, 
we  feel  ourselves,  in  some  measure,  transformed  into 
the  same  image ;  what  a  sudden,  wonderful,  and  abi- 
ding change  shall  we  then  experience,  when  he  shall 
shine  directly,  immediately,  and  eternally  upon  our 
souls  without  one  interposing  cloud  between !  Because  he 
lives,  we  shal Hive  also :— because  he  shines,  we  likewise 
sb^l  shine  forth  as  the  sun,  in  our  Saviour's  brightness ; 
then  shall  we  sing  with  understanding  those  glorious 
songs,  Isaiah  xii.  Ixi.  10.  Rev.  v.  9-  and  vii.  10. 
without  one  jarring  note,  or  one  wandering  thought 
far  ever. 


t:8.  Jb  Jfeil'JK****. 


''  Having  therefore  (hese  ptomisies,  dearly  beloved, 
"  iet  us  cleanse  ourselves  from  all  filthihess  of  flesh  and 
''  'spirit,  perfecting  holiness  in  the  fear  of  the  T^ord  ;** — 
'^  Let  us  lay  aside  every  weight ;"  **  Let  us  not  be  sloth* 
**  full"*  but  followers  of  that  cloud  of  witnesses  who  in 
every  age  have  set  their  word  to  the  truth  and  power 
of  God.  They  ^ere  once  as  we  are  now ;  th^  bad 
tbeir  complaints  and  theur  fears,  their  enemies  and 
temptations ;  they  were  exercised  with  a  wicked  hear^ 
and  a  wicked  world ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  mdrty  of 
them,  in  a  fit  of  unbelief,  have  been  ready  to  conclude, 
^'  I  shall  one  day  perish  by  the  hand  of  Saul,**  but  at 
length,  the  "  blood  of  Jesiis,  and  the  word  of  his  testi- 
''  mony,**  made  them  more  than  conquerors,  and  now 
tbeir  warfiire  is  finished,  they  are  '*  before  the  throne 
"  ci  God  and  the  Lamb,  and  shall  go  no  more  out!' 
While  we  are  sighing,  they  are  singing;  while  we  are 
fitting,  they  are  triumphing;  but  their  song,  their 
triumph,  their*  joy,  will  not  be  complete  till  we  are 
called  up  to  join  tSiem.  The  Lord  prepare  us  for,  and 
hasten,  the  happy  Hour. 

•  The  strain  of  your  present  experience  requires  you; 
above  all  others,  to  be  humble  and  watchfiil,  and  I 
trust  you  are  so.  However,  it  is  our  duty  to  exhort 
one  another  daily.  One  of  the  greatest  contradictions 
in  human  nature,  and  the  very  strongest  proof  of  our 
depravity,  is  that  the  communication  of  extraordinary 
measures  of  divine  comforts,  which  in  their  own  nature 
have  a  direct  tendency  to  humble,  has,  through  our  cor- 
ruptions, -sometimes  a  contrary  effect ;  not  in  the  pre- 
sent moment,  indeed  that  is  impossible,  but  afterward. 
Paul  himself  was  liable  to  danger  in  this  matter.  See 
2  Cor.  xii.  7.    You  will  do  well,  therefore,  to  entreat 

the  Lord  to  give  you  a  double  ^uard  on  this  side,  to 
Vol.  VL  C 
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keep  you  in  continual  reoDembrance  what  you  were  by 
nature,  and  what  you  still  are  in  yourselves.  We 
are  often  forced  to  buy  this  recollection  by  bitter 
experience. 

Again,  be  watchful  :<*-many  eyes  are  upon  you. 
Satan  envies  you.  Oh !  he  hates  to  see  any  personsi 
especially  young  persons,  walking  very  closely  with 
God ;  so  far  as  he  is  permitted,  he  will  spread  snarA 
for  your  leet  every  hour :  he  desires  to  have  you,  *'  that 
<<  he  may  sift  you  as  wheat."'  Further,  the  world  ob* 
serves  you ;  many  would  rejoice  at  your  halting ;  and  a 
little  thing  in  you  would  give  them  more  pleasure  and 
advantage  in  opposing  the  truth,  than  a  greater  slip  in 
some  others  who  are  content  to  plod  on  in  the  roimwon 
way.  Nay,  it  is  well  if  there  are  not  some  even  anioog 
yourselves^  professors  and  members  who  would  be  glad 
to  see  you  brought  down  to  a  level  with  thflmaalvas^ 
since  they  cannot  persuade  themselves  to  join  and  01117 
tate  you.  These  things  you  know  without  my  telling 
you,  and  I  do  not  mention  them  to  discourage  you.  No^ 
were  every  leaf  upon  the  trees,  and  «very  blade  of  grass 
a  sworn  enemy  to  our  souls,  we  are  safe  under  the  sha^- 
dow  of  our  great  rock  :  the  blessing  is  hii^  and  he  wiU 
not  withhold  it ;  but  t)ie  appointed  means  are  oor  par^ 
and  it  is  our  wisdom  and  happiness  to  be  foood  waiting 
on  him  in  the  use, of  them. 

Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER  in. 
To  MiM  M»»»». 

DcarMadafli)  Aprils,  176h 

J.  DESIRE  to  praise  God  on  your  behalf,  and  fre« 
quently  to  remember  you  both  at  the  throne  of  grace ;  I 
may  say  each  of  you,  for  as  I  understand  Miss  S****  is 

now  returned  to  Y ^  I  consider  h«r  as  a  part  of 

iny  correspondence.    I  hope  the  Lord  is  with  her  like- 
wise, and  that  she  can,  by  sweet  experience,  set  her  seal 
to  that  comfortable  truth,  that  all  tilings,  both  shall,  and 
do^  work  together  for  the  good  of  those  that  love  God. 
.  lliings  continue  much  with  us  as  they  were  when  I 
ivrote  last     For  myself,  I  every  day  have  proof  that 
the  Lord  b  gracious,  inerciful,  and  kind.     I  hope  my 
experience  in  some  measure  corresponds  with  yours ; 
I  say,  in  9ome  measure ;  for  I  think  you  rather  describe 
what  I  would  be  than  what  I  am.    Blessed  be  his  name 
ibr  a  taste,  though  it  be  but  a  taste,  of  the  water  of  life. 
I  long  for  fuller  draughts,  and  I  trust  he  has  given  me 
that  hungering  and  thirstiu<;  after  his  righteousness 
which  shall  at  length  be  satisfied,  and  which  cannot  be 
satisfied  with  any  thing  short  of  his  love.    Often  I  cry 
out,  "  Oh  1  remember  me  with  the  favour  thou  bearest 
**  to  thine  own  people.''     I  know  there  are  hei<;hts  and 
depths  in  communion  with  God,  to  which  many  of  his 
dear  children  are  admitted,  which  are  far  beyond  my 
present  attainments:    but  this  rather  encourages  me 
than  otherwise ;  for  they,  (even  the  very  best  of  them,) 
were  once  as  poor  as  myself,  and  have  nothing  now, 


any  more  than  I,  that  they  can  call  their  own ;  and  he 
who  has  done  so  much  for  them,  is  rich  enough  to  do 
as  much  for  me :  the^  fountain  of  grace,  though  ever- 
flowing,  is  ever  full ;  and  as  the  sun  shines  as  easily  and 
powerfully  on  ten  thousand,  as  upon  a  single  person,  so 
the  Sun  of  Righteousness  can  enlighten  and  comfort  all 
his  children  with  one  single  glance  of  his  love.  I  de* 
sire  to  praise  his  name  for  what  he  has  already  ahoiln 
me,  and  to  hope  in  his  mercy  that  I  shali  yet  ^^Mfi 
'^  greater  things  than  these." 

As  I  have  nothing  particular  to  impart  of  my  own; 
I  shall  transcribe  part  of  a  letter  I  lately  received  from 
a  young  woman,  a  relation  of  mine  in  London.  She  is 
hot  a  member  of  a  congregational  church,  but  a  hearer 
of  Mr.  Jones.  She  used  to  make  herself  merry  at  tof 
expense  for  being  what  she  called  a  Methodist.  After 
the  Lord  awakened  her,  she  walked  three  years  in  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  almost  without  a  glimpse 
of  hope.  How  it  is  with  her  now,  I  shall  give  you  in 
her  own  words.  She  writes  thus  among  other  things, 
£Dr  I  have  not  time  to  ^ve  you  the  whole : — 
.  *^  All  the  glory  to  himself  who  is  worthy ;  I  find 
**  the  Lord  better  to  me  than  all  my  hopes,  and  all  my 
^^  feai^.  Though  I  am  often  beset  with  temptations  ot 
"  various  kinds,  from  without  as  well  as  from  within, 
"  yet  my  gracious  Lord  gives  me  to  wrestle  with  him 
"  till  he  gets  the  better  for  me,  for  it  is  not  in  me.  I 
^^  kuow,  and  blessed  be  the  Lord  for  teaching  me,  that 
**  I  am  but  a  poor,  weak,  helpless  creature,  but  he 
^'  strengthens  me,  and  blesses  me,  and  gives  me  to  re- 
"  Joice  in  him  almost  all  the  day  long.  Though  I  have 
"  not  always  love,  and  joy,  and  peace  alike,  yet  I  have 
"  not  let  hun  go  since  I  wrote  to  you  last  I  can  hold 
"him  fast,  and  I  pray,  and  hope,  and  trust  I  ever 


^^sbiiL    I  believe  Ivy' Beloved  is  mine^  and  I  am 
^^.^tinL*    From  what  I  have  found  already,  I  dare  not 
''doebt  hit  love  or  his  power :  thoagh,  to  my;  shame  be 
^^  it  spoken,  I  too  often  wander  trom  my  God,  if  not 
*f  in  word  ordeed^  yet,  alas!  my  heart  too  oi^n  be* 
^' trays  me.    I  find  the  Lord  to  be  a  jealous  God,  who 
^'  will  not  accept  of  a  divided  beart ;  and,  indeed;  if  I 
'^  know  any  thing  of  myself,  it  is  the  whole  desire  of 
^^my  soul  to  give  up  all  and  every  thing,  myself,  my 
''  soul,  my  body,  my  health,  my  strength,  my  triendfe^ 
^'my  all/ as  a  willing  sacrifice  into  his  hand.  *  I  bleps 
^' my  God' for  such  a  disposition,  and  often  find  the 
^'sweets  of  it;  and  I  always  find  that  the  morewatch- 
''fnl  I  walk,  the  more  comfortable  I  am.''    'She  theAi 
adds,  ^  I  belikve  it  is  a  month  sinte  I  wrote  the  above  ^ 
^^  and  thanks  and  praises  to  my  dear  Lord,  I  have  had 
^  much  of  his  presence  and  love  in  my  heart  ever  smce. 


41 


I  find  that  stupidity  and  deadness  which  I  have  had 
much  of  in  times  past,  greatly  removed.  The  Lord 
*'  has  kept  my  soul  so  open  to  prayer  that  I  can  pray 
'*  and  praise  all  the  day  long.  I  never  find  any  thing 
keeps  me  so  low  at  the  throne  of  grace,  as  a  sense 
and  feeling  of  the  loving-kindness  of  the  Lord  to  my 
^*  soul :  it  makes  me  nothing,  it  so  empties  me  of  self. 
'*  It  is  not  a  sense  of  sin  without  the  love  of  Obd,~wiIl 
bumble  me ;  I  think  that  only  makes  me  peevish 
and  dissatisfied  ;  but  when  the  Lord  lifts  up  the  light 
of  his  countenance  upon  me,  then  it  is  that  every 
thing  in  me  falls  low  at  his  footstool.  I  have  found 
^^  such  power  lately  as  I  never  had  before ;  I  used  to 
*'  be  as  ready  to  yield  to  temptation  as  the  devil  was  to 
''  tempt,  but  now,  (all  the  glory  be  to  him  that  gives  me 
''  this  powierj  I  find  that  word  to  be  Faithful  and  true. 
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*'  *  Resist  the  devil,  and  be  will  flee  finom  yea.' '  When 
'^  temptatioD  besets  fne,  instead  of  reasoning  wiA  the 
<*  enemy  till  I  lose  all  the  Lord  has  given  me,  I  flee 
''td  Christ,  and  tell  him   how  it   is   with  m^   and 

■ 

''cry  mightily  to  him  till  he  makes  me  more  than 
"conqueror." 

I  hope  this  little  extract  from  my  cousin's  letter  urill 
be  accei^table.  I  have  several  from  her  in  the  same 
strain,  for  she  is  not  now  in  what  is  called  the  warofth 
of  her  first  love,  but  has  been  walking  comfortably  m 
the  Lord's  way  three  or  four  years  past ;  I  think','  in- 
deed, every  letter  discovers  a  growth  upwards  in  know- 
ledge and  love,  and  downwards  in  humility.     May  Ae 

Lord  enable' OS  so  to  do: 

Yours,  &c 


LETTER  IV. 
To  Miss  K«»". 

* 

Dear  Medtm,  JuM  If  1761. 

1  FREQUENTLY  reflect  witii  pleasure  on  our  little 
interviews  the  last  year.  I  trust  the  Lord  was  with  ua 
of  a  truth.  Surely  my  heart  burned  within  me,  and  I 
have,  and  shall  have,  much  reason  to  bless  the  Lord 
for  those  sweet  and  unexpected  opportunities.  The 
remembrance  of  them  has  exceedingly  engaged  my 
heart  to  jou  both,  and  to  Miss  S****.  I  think  a  sight 
of  the  very  ground  we  walked  over  together  would 
bring  to  my  mind  much  of  what  occurred  in  our  con- 
versatibn.    May  the  same  gracious  Lord  enable  mc  so 


to  wflt^  and  you  to  read^  that  we  may  experience  a 
feliowsbip  in  spirit,  and  may  drink  plentifully  of  tbe 
refireahing  streams  of  bis  love  and  grace. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  hear  that  the  Lord 
leads  you  into  tbe  green  pastures  of  his  love,  so  that 
you  are  constrained  to  cry  out,  "How  great  is  bis 
'^  goodness !  How  great  is  his  beauty  !**  May  he 
show  you  yet  greater  things  tlian  these,  and  make  your 
soul  fresh  and  flourishing,  as  a  tree  planted  by  a  continual 
stream.  Then  I  an^  sure  you  will  love,  and  serve,  and 
praise  him ;  you  will  not  be  ashamed  of  his  name  and 
cause;  you  will  not  be  backward  tospeak  for  bim;you  will 
not  find  foult  with  any  of  his  dispensations :  in  a  word, 
then  your  life  and  conversation  will  be  a  proof  of  your 
heavenly  calling,  and  all  ^  bo  behold  you  will  be  con- 
strained  to  acknowledge  that  you  have  been  with  Jesus 
indeed. 

Thb  is  the  way,  and  there  is  no  other  to  glorify  him 
in  the  world.  We  know,  from  experience,  how  lirde 
reading,  and  hearing,  and  resolving,  can  do  for  us,  when 
the  Lord  b  absent,  and  our  hearts  in  a  hard  and  stupid 
frame.  Alas  !  how  can  we  render,  unless  we  first  re- 
ceive ?  But,  oh !  when  bis  spirit  and  power  is  with  us, 
what  a  delightful  surprising  charge !.  then,  old  things  be- 
come new,  hard  things  easy ;  and  out  of  weakness  we 
are  made  strong !  then  our  enemies  attempt  in  vain  to 
bind  and  ensnare  us ;  he  enables  us  to  run  through  their 
troops,  to  leap  over  their  walls,  to  esteem  their  darts  and 
swords  as  straw  and  rotten  wood,  and  to  go  forth  in  his 
strength  conquering  and  to  conquer.  I  hope  my  letter 
will  find  you  in  this  experience,  with  your  bow  abid- 
ing m  force,  and  your  enemies  under  your  feet,  and 
may  it  long  continue.  This  is  a  privileged,  glorious 
state  indeed ;  but  it  calls  for  much  watchfulness  an4 
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pnjer.  The  Lord  expects  a  particular  doseoeu  and 
obedience  from  those  whom  be  thus  ddights  1o  bonoor, 
and  Satan  watcbes  with  envy  and  rage  to  find  an  opett- 
ing  by  which  to  assault  such  a  soal. 

I  hope  you  will  remember,  that  all  your  comfort  mtli 
prosperity  depends  upon  keeping  near  to  him  who  is  the 
sun,  the  shield,  the  life  of  his  poor  children,  and  that 
neither  experiences,  knowledge,  nor  attainments^  can 
support  us,  or  maintain  themselves,  without  a  continoal 
supply  from  the  fountain.  This  supply  is  to  be  kept  tip 
by  constant  prayer,  and  prayer  will  languish  without 
continual  watchfulness.  I  trust  you  will  bear  me  to 
put  you  in  mind  of  these  thmgs,  thou^  you  know  them. 
We  are  yet  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  are  directed  to 
exhort  one  another  daily,  lest  we  be  surprised  by  some 
stratagem  and  guile  of  our  bitter  adversary,  who  has 
many  thousand  snares  and  instruments  to  employ  against 
us,  and  well  knows  how  to  use  them  to  the  most  ad- 
vantage,  and  to  avail  himself  of  our  weak  side.  Yet  we 
need  not  fear  him,  if  we  take,  and  keep,  and  ns^  the 
whole  armour  of  God,  and  remain  under  the  shadow 
of  that  Rock  which  is  higher  than  ourselves. 

As  to  me,  the  Lord  deals  gently  with  me : — my  trials 
are  few  and  not  heavy,  my  experiences  run  in  a  kind  of 
even  thread,  I  have  no  great  enlargements,  and  am 
seldom  left  to  great  darkness  and  temptation :  I  am 
often  wandering  away,  but  the  Lord  seeks  me  out,  and 
brings  me  back  from  time  to  time,  much  sooner  than 
I  could  expect  I  am  enabled,  through  grace,  to  ket^p 
myself  from  the  evil  of  the  world,  so  that  I  have  not 
been  left  to  bring  a  blot  on  my  profession.  But,  alas ! 
my  heart  is  a  filthy,  defiled  heart  still.  It.  is  well 
that  He  only  who  knows  how  to  bear  with  me,  knows 
what  is  within  me.    My  comfort  is  comprised  in  this 


one  sratence^*-'' I  know  whom  I  have  believed*^ — I 
know  that  Jeans  is  mighty  to  save ;  I  have  seen  myself 
lost  in  every  view  but  the  hope  of  bis  mercy ;  I  have 
fled  to  him  for  safety ;  I  have  been  preserved  by  him 
thus  far ;  and  I  believe  he  will  keep  that  which  I  have 
committed  to  him  even  to  the  end.  Blessing  and  honour, 
and  glory  and  praise,  be  to  bb  name,  who  hath  loved 
poor  sinners,  and  washed  them  in  his  most  precious 
blood.  Amen.  For  the  rest,  alas !  alas !  I  am  unfaitli- 
ful  and  unprofitable  to  a  degree  you  would  hardly  be- 
lieve; yet,  vile  as  I  am,  I  taste  of  his  .goodness  every  day, 
and  live  in  hope,  that  in  his  own  time  he  will  enable  me 
to  show  forth  his  praise.  I  have  been  much  exercised 
with  respect  to  the  ministry ;  my  heart  is  led  that  way, 
«but  the  Lord's  hand  keeps  mc  in ;  I  need  much  hum- 
.  bling ;  there  b  that  in  me  which  seeks  great  things, 
though  I  am,  as  I  said,  sadly  unfaithful  in  small  ones ; 
therefore,  for  my  pride,  I  am  set  aside  for  the  present. 
I  hope  you  will  help  me  with  your  prayers ;  entreat  the 
•  Lord  to  empty  me  of  all  creature- dependence,  that  I  may 
ilive  to  him  alone. 

I  am  your  unworthy  servant.  . 


LETTER  V. 

ToMUsM»»*». 
My  dear  Madam,  May  25,  1762. 

Jtlo  W  can  I  begin  better  than  with  the  apostle's  words ; 
'*  Blessed  be  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
"  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies  andGod  of  all  consolation, 
'^  who,  according  to  bis  abundant  mercy,  hath  begotten 
'^  us  again  to  a  lively  hope  by  the  resurrection  of  Jesirs 
Vol.  VI.  D 
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*'  Cbrwt  from  the  dead."  What  a  fountain  of  life,  and 
joy,  and  praise  is  here  !  that  the  God  and  Father  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  should  vouchsafe  to  be  our  Father,  our 
God ;  that  he  who  is  the  source  of  all  mercy,  and  con- 
solation, should  direct  the  streams  of  his  fulness  to  flow 
intoour  souls:  that  when  we  were  dead  in  sins,be8houl4 
look  upon  us  and  bid  us  live:  that  when  we  were  sunk  into 
the  depth  of  despair,  he  should  send  his  word  and  raise 
us  to  a  lively  hope :  that  he  should  give  us  such  a 
bright  prospect,  and  such  a  sweet  foretaste  of  the  ex* 
ceeding  riches  of  his  glory. — Oh !  who  can  say  which 
is  the  most  wonderful  part  of  this  wonderful  subject  f 
that  he  should  provide  such  a  happiness  for  such  bell- 
deserving  wretches,  and  that  he  should  commend  his 
great  and  undeserved  love  to  us  in  such  a  wonderful,  way, 
as  to  give  his  own  and  his  only  Son  to  be  bom,  to  be 
buffeted,  to  be  crucified  for  us. — ^Alas !  alas !  for  our 
stupidity,  that  we  can  write,  or  hear,  or  speak  of  these 
things,  with  so  little  feeling,  affection,  and  fruitfulness. 
Ob !  that  the  power  of  God  would  set  my  heart  and  pen 
at  liberty  while  writing,  and  fill  your  hearts  while  reading 
that  we  may  rejoice  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of 
glory !  Oh,  this  unbelief!  Why  can  we  not  pierce  through 
the  vail  of  flesh  and  blood,  and  by  faith  behold  the  hum- 
ble worship  of  heaven  ?  What  countless  multitudes  have 
gone  before  us  in  the  path  that  leads  to  that  kingdom ! 
They  were,  in  their  time,  followers  of  an  unseen  Saviour, 
as  we  are  now ;  but  now  they  see  him  as  he  is,  face  to 
face,  in  all  his  glory,  and  in  all  his  love ;  with  them  are 
joined  the  innumerable  hosts  of  angels.  Angels  and 
saints,  however  distinguished,  are  joined  in  one  happiness 
and  one  employment.  Even  now,  while  I  write,  and 
while  you  read,  they  are  praising  the  Lanlb  that  was 
slain,  and  casting  their  crowns  at  his  feet.    And  perhaps 
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this  scene  is  not  so  far  distant  as  we  imagine.  Where 
is  heaven  ?  Is  it  some  millions  of  leagues  from  us,  hr 
beyond  the  sun  and  the  fixed  stars  ?  What  have  im- 
mortal spirits  to  do  with  space  and  place  ?  Who  knows 
but  a  heaven- born  soul,  who  is  freed  from  the  clog  of 
fhis  vile  body,  and  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God, 
may  pass  as  easily  and  quickly  from  one  verge  of  the  crea- 
tion to  the  other,  as  our  thoughts  can  change  and  fly  from 
east  to  west,  from  the  past  to  the  future  P  Perhaps, 
even  now,  we  live  in  the  midst  of  this  glorious  assembly : 
heaven  is  thefe  where  our  God  and  Saviourdisplays  him- 
self; and  do  not  you  feel  hirh  near  you,  nearer  than  any 
of  his  visible  works  ?  Perhaps  there  is  nothing  but  this 
thin  partition  of  flesh  and  blood  between  us  and  those 
blessed  spirits  that  are  before  the  throne ;  if  our  eyes 
were  open,  we  should  see  the  mountains  around  us  co- 
vered with  chariots  and  horses  of  fire :  if  our  ears  were 
unstopped,  we  should  hear  the  praises  of  our  great 
Immanuel  resounding  in  the  air,  as  once  the  shepherds 
heard.  What  a  comfortable  meditation  is  this  to 
strengthen  our  weak  faith  in  such  a  dark  declining  day 
as  this,  when  sense  would  almost  persdade  us  that  we 
are  lefk  to  serve  God  alone.  When  we  are  wearied  with 
looking  on  careless  sinners  and  backsliding  professors, 
let  us  remember  that  we  have  invisible  friends  present 
in  our  assemblies,  our  conferences,  and  our  closets,  who 
watch  over  us,  and  in  ways  which  we  cannot  possibly 
conceive,  are  helpers  of  our  joy,  and  witnesses  of  our 
conflicts.  They  are  with  us  now,  and  we  shall  soon  be 
with  them.  Ah  !  how  little  does  the  vain  world  think  of 
the  privileges  and  the  company  in  which  a  believer  lives! 
and,  what  is  worse,  how  faintly  do  we  think  of  these 
things  ourselves  !  and  this  is  the  reason  we  are  so  full  of 
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fears  and  complaints,  so  prone  to  distrust  the  Lord*s 
inetbods  of  dealing  with  us,  and  so  easily  drawn  aside 
to  seek  for  something  to  rest  upon  in  creatures  like 
ourselves. 

With  respect  to  my  own  experience,  I  have  little  now 
to  add  to  what  I  have  formerly  offered ;  at  least,  little 
variety :  for,  in  one  sense,  every  new  day  is  filled  up 
with  new  things ; — ^new  mercies  on  the  Lord's  part# 
new  ingratitude  on  mine ; — new  instances  of  the  vile* 
ness  of  my  nature,  and  new  proofs  of  the  power  of 
sovereign  pardoning  grace: — new  hills   of  diflSculty; 
new  valleys  of  humiliation ;  and  now  and  then,  (though 
alas  !  very  short  and  seldom,)  new  glimpses  of  .what  I 
would  be,  and  where  I  would  be.    The  everlasting 
love  of  God  ;  the  unspeakable  merits  of  Christ's  right* 
eousness ;  and  the  absolute  freeness  of  the  Gospel  pro- 
mises ; — these  form  the  threefold  cord  by  which  my 
soul  maintains  a  hold  of  that  which  is  within  the  vail. 
Sin,  Satan,  and  unbelief,  often  attempt  to  make  me  let 
go  and  cast  away  my  confidence,  but  as  yet  they  have 
not  prevailed  ;  no  thanks  to  me,  who  am  weaker  than 
water :  but  I  am  wonderfully  kept  by  the  mighty  power 
of  God,  who  is  pleased  to  take  my  part,  and  therefore 
I  trust  in  him  that  they  never  shall  prevail  against  me. 
A  vile  sinner,  indeed,  I  am ;  but  since  God,  who  alooe 
has  a  right  to  judge,  is  pleased  to  justify  the  believer  m 
Jesus,  who  is  there  that  shall  dare  to  condemn  ?     I 
bless  the  Lord  for  that  comfortable  portion  of  scrip- 
ture, Zech.  iii.  ] — 5.     When  the  Lord  is  pleased  to 
pluck  a  brand  out  of  the  fire  to  save  it  from  perishing^ 
what  power  in  heaven  or  earth  shall  presume  or  pre- 
vail to  put  it  in  again  ?    No ;  He  has  done  it,  and  who 
can  reverse  it  ?    He  has  said  it,  and  his  word  shall 
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itand.  And  I  humbly  believe,  (Lord  help  my  unbe- 
lief) that  not  one  good  thing  shall  fail  of  all  that  the 
Lord  my  God  has,  in  his  word,  spoken  to  me  of. 

Yet,  alas !  I  must  still  charge  myself  with  a  great 
want  of  watchfulness  and  diligence ;  the  enemy  cannot 
destroy  my  foundation,  but  he  spreads  many  nets  for 
my  feet,  to  weaken  me,  and  to  interrupt  my  peace ;  and^ 
to  my  shame  I  must  confess,  he  too  often  prevails.  The 
Lord  in  great  mercy  preserves  me  from  such  sins  as 
ivould  openly  dishonour  my  profession ;  and  a  mercy  I 
desire  to  esteem  it,  for  I  can  infer  from  my  heart  what 
my  life  would  be,  if  I  were  left  to  mysel£  I  hate  sin ; 
I  long  to  be  delivered  ft-om  it,  but  it  is  still  in  me,  and 
liorks  in  me.  ^  *^  Oh  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  shall 
**  deliver  me  ?"  I  bless  God  for  Jesus  Christ^my  Lord. 
To  his  grace  I  commend  each  of  you. 

I  am  yours. 


LETTER  VI. 
To  Miss  IVf  ••••. 

« 

I 

Dear  Madam,  September  18,  1762. 

X  REJOICE  to  find  that  the  Lord  prospers  his  work 
in  your  hearts,  and  that  you  can  say  from  experience, 
he  is  a  faithful  and  good  shepherd. — Oh !  happy  they 
who  are  in  such  a  case,  who  know  for  themselves  how 
good  it  is  to  draw  near  unto  him,  to  sit  down  and  rest 
under  hb  refreshing  shadow,  and  feast  upon  his  plea- 
sant fruits ! 

Through  grace  I  also  continue  waiting  on  him  after 
my  feeble  measure ;  and  I  trust  in  his  love,  that,  though 
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1  dometimes  fiunt,  T  shall  not  utterly  fall ;  thongh  I  to6 
often  step  aside,  he  will  not  suffer  me  to  wander  quite 

away. 

There  is,  indeed,  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  that  would 
lead  me  I  know  not  whither ;  but,  oh !  what  a  precious 
mercy  to  be  walled  in  on  every  side  by  everlasting  love 
and  free  grace !  Do  not  your  hearts  rejoice  in  that 
word,  '*  The  eternal  God  is  thy  refuge,  and  under- 
**  neath  are  the  everlasting  arms  r"  And  if  he  is 
pleased  and  engaged  to  uphold  us,  what  power  or 
policy  can  force  us  from  him  ?  No ;  we  may  rejoice  in 
it  as  a  certain  truth,  let  Satan  and  unbelief  say  what 
they  will  to  the  contrary,  that  the  Lord's  afflicted  peo- 
ple on  earth  ikre  as  safe,  though  not  so  quiet,  as  bis 
glorified  people  in  heaven.  They  are  embarked  on  a 
troubled  sea,  the  tempests  often  roar  around  them,  and 
the  waves  seem  ready  to  swallow  them  up ;  but  they 
have  an  anchor  within  tlie  vail,  sure  and  steadfast,  which 
can  neither  be  broken  nor  removed.  They  have  a 
pilot,  a  guardian,  whose  wisdom  and  power  are  infi* 
nite,  and  who,  of  his  own  good  pleasure,  has  engaged 
his  truth  and  honour  that  he  will  bring  them  safe 
through  all  to  the  haven  of  eternal  rest.  Let  us  there- 
fore trust,  and  not  be  afraid  ;  let  us  rejoice,  and  say, 
'^  The  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  strength  and  my  song,  and 
'^  he  also  is  become  my  salvation." 

How  happy  should  we  be,  could  we  always  believe 
the  glorious  things  which  are  spoken  to  us  as  children, 
in  the  word  of  him  who  cannot  fail  of  accomplishing 
his  promise.  But  are  we  not  fools  and  slow  of  heart 
in  this  matter  r  at  least  I  am,  and  hence  proceed  my 
many  complaints. — Alas !  what  a  hard  heart  have  I, 
that  can  doubt,  and  repine,  and  limit  the  Lord,  after 
all  the  great  things  he  has  shown  me !    Wretched  hearty 
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that, can  stand  it  out  still,  against  oaths,  and  promises^ 
and  blood.     Methinks  I  may  sum  up  all  my  wonts  and 
prayers  in  one  sentence — Lord,  give  me  faith !    Oh,  if 
fiuth  was  in  daily  exercise,  how  little  would  the  world, 
and  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  seem  in  my  'yes! 
What  a  dreadful  thing  would  sin  appear,  that 'spilt  my 
Saviour's  blood  !    And  how  would  my  very  heart  re- 
joice at  the  sound  of  Jesus'  name  ?    If  I  bad  faith  to 
pierce  within  the  vail,  and  see  what  is  going  forward 
in  yon  blessed  world,  how  earnestly  should  I  long  to 
be  dissolved  that  I  might  join  in  worship  there !  and  how 
willingly  should  I  spend  and  be  spent  for  the  Gospel's 
jake !    However,  though  it  is  not  with  us  as  we  would 
wbh,  we  have  reason  to  bless  God  it  is  so  well  with  us 
as  it  is ;  that  we  are  not  altogether  dead  in  trespasses 
and  sins,  strangers  and  enemies  to  the  glorious  Gospc} 
of  the  blessed  God.     We  have  reason  to  be  thankful 
that  we  know  something  of  our  disease  and  our  phy- 
sician.    He  who  has  taken  our  case  in  hand  will  in  his 
own  time,  perfect  the  cure.     An  hour  is  coming  on 
when  we  shall  no  more  &ay,  I  am  sick ;  we  shall  see 
him  as  he  is ;  we  shall  be  like  him ;  we  shall  weep  no 
more,  all  tears  shall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes,  and  the 
days  of  our  mourning  shall  be  ended. 

Having,  therefore,  such  promises,  let  us  be  animated 
to  run  the  way  of  the  Lord's  commandments  with  an 
enlarged  heart  Let  the  joy  of  the  Lord  be  our 
strengtli.  Opposition,  temptation,  afSiction,  we  must 
expect ;  these  things  lie  in  the  path-way  to  glory ;  but 
we  may  remember  him  who  hath  trod  the  path  before 
us,  leaving  us  an  example  that  we  should  follow  his 
steps.  I  say,  tempted  and  opposed  we  may  be ;  but  it 
is  not  probable  that  wc  shall  be  spit  upon,  buffeted, 
and  crucified  for  him,  as  be  was  for  us. 
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We  shall  have  but  a  taste,  at  the  most,  of  that  bitter 
cup  which  he  drank  off  to  the  dregs.  And -he  is  near 
us  to  support  us  in  our  distresses,  to  carry  us  throagh, 
to  make  us  more  than  conquerors,  and  then  to  put 
the  crown  of  righteousness  and  victory  on  our  hnds 
with  his  own  hands.  Let  us,  then,  go  forth  without  the 
camp,  bearing  his  reproach ;  let  us  not  hang  down  cor 
heads  like  bulrushes,  but  rather  count  it  all  joy  if  we 
are  called  to  the  honour  of  suffering  disgrace,  or  any 
kind  of  inconvenience,  for  his  name*s  sake.  Aliove  all, 
let  us  pray  to  have  our  conversation  as  becometh  the 
Gospel  of  Christ;  that  those  who  speak  evil  may  be 
ashamed  and  put  to  silence,  when  they  behold  our 
meekness,  humility,  and  Christian  carriage. 

May  the  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  yoa 
all.     Remember  to  pray  for  your  unworthy 


I 


LETTER  VII. 

I  ■ 

To  Miss  M«»»». 
t/lf  dear  Madam,  Murch  32,  176 J.  ^ 

GLADLY  embrace  the  first  opportunity  that  has 
offered  of  writing  post-free  since  I  was  favoured  with 
your  last  letter.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  hear 
from  you ;  and,  if  our  correspondence  is  made  mutually 
profitable  and  pleasant,  I  trust  we  shall  join  in  giving 
all  the  praise  to  him  who  hath  taught  us  to  li3p  some- 
thing of  the  gracious  truths  of  his  Gospel.  He  is 
pleased  to  hide  these  things  from  the  T^ise  and  prudeo^ 
and  to  reveal  them  unto  babes.  We  have,  indeed, 
whereof  to  glory,  but  not  in  ourselves ;  the  right  band 
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of  the  Lord  has  been  exalted  id  our  behalf;  the  right 
baod  of  the  I.ord  has  brought  mighty  things  to  pass. 
When  we  were  utterly  helpless  and  hopeless,  he  siLw 
aod  pitied  us,  and  bid  us  live.    He  did  not  cut  us  off 
ia  the  midst  of  our  sins,  (as  is  the  case  of  thousands,) 
but  waited  to  be  gracious ;  and  when  his  hour  was  come, 
his  Ume  of  love,  he  revealed  himself  as  onr^mighty  Sa- 
viour, h^  poured  oil  and  wine  into  our  wounds,  he  gave 
us  beauty  for  ashes,  the  garments  of  praise  for  the  spirit 
of  heaviness ;  he  opened  our  blind, eyes,  he  unstopped 
our  deaf  ears,  dispossessed  the  legion,  and  brought  us 
to  sit  at  his  feet  clothed  and  in  our  right  minds.    What 
a  wonder  of  mercy  is  this,  considered  in  itself!  but  much 
more  if  we  think  of  the  means  by  which  it  was  effected ; 
that  in  order  to  bring  about  this  blessed  change,  that 
mercy  and  truth  might  meet  together  in  our  salvation^ 
and  the  righteousness  of  God  harmonize  with^tbe  sin- 
ner's peace,  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  was  rich^^  humbled 
himself  to  become  poor ;  to  live  an  obscure  and  suffer- 
ing life,  in  the  form  of  a  servant,  and  to  die  a  shameful, 
painful,  and  accursed  death,  that  we,  through  his  po- 
verty, might  be  made  children  and  heirs  of  God  ;  might 
receive  grace  to  serve  him  here,  and  dwell  with  him  in 
glory  for  ever.     For  this  end  he  M'illingly  endured  the 
cross,  and  despised  the  shame,  he  hid  not  his  face  froih 
shame  and  spitting,  he  gave  his  back  to  the  smiters,  his 
cheeks  to  them  that  plucked  off  the  hair,  he  submitted 
to  wear  a  crown  of  thorns,  to  be  nailed  by  the  hands 
and  feet  to  the  accursed  tree,  to  endure  the  fiercest 
assaults  of  Satan,  yea,  to  drink  the  full  cup  of  the  wrath 
of  God  when  "  it  pleased  the  Father  to  bruise  him/' 
and  to  make  '^'Itfe  soul  an  offering  for  sin  !" 
Vol.  VL  E 
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Oh  1  for  this  loire  let  rocks  and  hiils 

Their  lasting  silence  break  ; 
And  all  harmonious  human  tongues 

Their  SaTiqur's  praises  speak. 

Yes,  we  will  praise  thee,  dearest  Lord, 

Our  souls  are  all  on  flame ; 
Hosanna  round  the  spacious  earth, 

To  thine  adored  name ! 

Th»  apostle  well  knew  the  force  of  bis  argument  to 
a  believing  soul,  wRen  he  said,  "  I  beseech  you,  there- 
"  fore,  brethren,  bv  the  mercies  of  God.**  Surely  no- 
thing can  be  more  reasonable,  than  that  we  should  live 
to  him  who  thus  died  for  us.  Shall  M^e,  we  who  are  re^ 
deemed  from  hell  at  such  a  price,  shall  we  continue  in 
sin?  God  forbid!  Shall  we  not  rather  say,  "The 
'^  love  of  Christ  constraineth  us*"  to  devote  ourselves^ 
our  all,  to  him  alone ;  to  abstain  from  all  appearance  of 
evil ;  to  hate  every  false  way,  and  to  know,  study, 
desire,  and  love  nothing  but  Jesus  Christ  and  him  era* 
cified,  that  we  may  feel  the  power  of  hb  resurrection, 
have  fellowship  in  bis  sufTerings,  and  be  made  conform- 
able to  his  death. 

What  you  observe  of  the  way  in  which  the  Lord 
makes  his  precious  promises  food  to  his  children's  faith, 
namely,  by  inclining  their  hearts  to  watclifuln^ss  and 
diligence  in  all  his  appointed  means,  and  enabling  theiii 
to  walk  unspotted  from  the  vanities  and  pollutions  of 
the  world,  waiting  for  the  consolations  and  teaching  of 
his  Holy  Spirit,  is,  I  hope,  the  very  sense  of  my  soul. 
The  promises  were  not  given  to  slacken  our  endeavours^ 
but  to  animate  us  to  earnestness.  An  evangelical  de- 
pendence on  the  Lord  for  righteousness  and  strength^ 
and  an  evangelical  obedience  to  hb  oommands,  are  well 
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suited  to  each  other;  they  are,  indeed,  inseparable,  and 
in  equal  proportion ;  where  one  declines,  the  other 
cannot  flourish.  Too  many,  as  you  ^ay,  are  for  sepa^ 
rating  what  God  has  joined  together.  But  let  their 
mistakes  humble  and  warn  us,  and  show  us  the  neces- 
sity of  keeping  close  to  the  Lord.  We  must  not  pre- 
sume ;  for  our  hearts  are. as  deceitful  as  others.  Yet* 
we  need  not  be  terrified  ;  for  the  Lord  whom  we  serve 
is  able  to  keep  us  from  fieilling,  and  to  preserve  us  from 
every  evil.  We  live  in  dangerous  iimes ;  the  work  of 
the  Lord  is  greatly  on  the  revival  in  many  places,  and 
therefore  errors  and  offences  abound  ;  for  where  the 
good  seed  is  plentifully  sown,  the  enemy  will  always 
find  means  to  sow  his  tares.  But  our  Lord  will  keep 
his  own  children  that  wait  upon  him  for  strength  and 
direction  every  day.  He  will  give  us  to  grow  in  grace, 
and  in  the  knowledge  of  his  truth ;  and  by  the  words 
of  his  lips  we  shall  he  kept  from  the  paths  of  the 
destroyer. 

Let  us  further  comfort  ourselves  with  the  prospect 
of  a  future  time  when  every  evil  and  infirmity  shall 
cease.  You  know  who  hath  said,  ''  Surely  I  come 
'' quickly.''  And  do  not  our  hearts  echo  to  his  words? 
I>o  not  the  Spirit  and  the  bride  agree  ?  Yea,  '^  Amen, 
*'£ven  so  come  Lord  Jesus."  Come,  and  put  an  end 
to.our  fears  and  failings.  Come  and  deliver  us  from 
"tins  scene  of  strife  and  confusion.  We  are  weary  of 
living  in  the  tents  of  Mesech.  We  are  weary  of  ourr 
selves.  Oh !  we  can  hardly  bear  to  pass  day  after  day 
with  such  faint  unworthy  apprehensions  of  thy  beauty 
and  thy  goodness.  We  are  weary  and  ashamed  of  our 
holy  things.  !xl  much  coldness  and  wandering  in 
prayer,  in  reading  the  word,  in  thy  public  ordinances, 
that  we  cannot  but  say, — Oh  that  I  had  wings  like  a 
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dove,  that  I  might  fly  far  away  from  this  vaio  ensnaring 
world !  When  will  this  conflict  cease !  when  shall  all 
obr  tears  be  wiped  away !  when  shall  we  see  thee  as 
tiiou  arty  and  be  formed  into  thy  complete  resemblance ! 
Well,  the  time  is  short,  and  passing  fast  away.  Hold 
out,  faith  and  patience,  a  little  longer,  and  he  that  shall 
'  come  will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.  In  the  mean  tias^ 
may  wc  have  grace  to  improve  the  present,  as  the  only 
opportunity  wc  can  have  of  glorifying  our  Lord  and  Sa- 
viour in  a  sinful  world.  When  we  get  safe  home,  weshall 
not  think  we  have  done  and  suffered  too  much  by  the 

way. 

I  aui  yours. 


LETTER  VIII. 


ToMissM*-*V 


Dear  Madam,  June  U,  176J. 

OINCE  my  return  from  Yorkshire,  I  have  had  but  little 
leisure  to  recollect  all  I  have  seen,  niid  heard,  and  been 
partaker  in,  for  near  these  two  months  past.  These  "ttc- 
casional  opportunities  are  now  at  an  end  for  a  seasoti ; 
and  my  principal  intercourse  must  be  with  him  who  is 
always  near. — Oh!  for  grace  to  improve  this  high 
privilege  aright ;  then  I  shall  have  no  need  to  regret  the 
defects  or  loss  of  creature-converse. 

The  Lord  has  led  me  to  many  pleasant  streams  ;  but 
I  desire  especially  to  rejoice  in  libertj^  to  draw  nigh  to 
the  fountain.  Methinks  my  heart  joins  with  the  desire 
of  those  who  said,  "  We  would  see  Jesus.**  When  wc 
come  to  heaven,  without  doubt  we  shall  find  great  plea- 
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anre  m  oommimioo  with. the  '*  general  assetaibly  of  the 
^'ohnrch  of  the  first  bom  ;^  but  the  very  heaven  of  all 
will  be  ta  behold  hkn  who  for  our  Bakes  was.  crowned 
with  thorns  and  nailed  to  the  cross.  AH  the  rest  would 
be  but  poor  company  if  he  were  absent.  And  thus  pro- 
portionaUy  I  find  it  to  be  on  earth.  I  delight  in  his 
people ;  but  they  can  only  profit  me  so  &r  as  I  am 
enabled  to  see  him  in  them,  and  to  feel  his  presence  la 
my  own  soul.  My  whole  study  and  desire  is  comprised 
in  this  short  sentence — **  To  walk  with  God" — to  set 
the  Lord  always  before  me ;.  to  hear  his  voice  in  every 
creature,  in  every  dispensation,  ordinance,  and  provi«^ 
dence ;  to  keep  him'  in  view  as  my  portion,  sun,  and 
shidd ;  my  strength,  advocate,  and  Saviour.  And  all 
my  complaints  may  be  summoned  up  in  this  6ne — m 
proneness  to  wander  firom  him.  This  is  too  frequently 
the  case  with  me,  I  hardly  know  how  or  why.  Throu{^ 
mercy,  I  am  in  a  measure  delivered  from  the  love  of 
this  present  evil  world ;  the  desire  of  my  heart  is  towards 
God ;  I  account  his  loving-kindness  to  be  better  than  life, 
and  esteem  all  his  precepts  concerning  all  things  to  be 
right,  and  just,  and  good*  Idonotevenwishfor  a  dispen- 
sation to  admit  any  rival  into  my  heart ;  he  richly  de- 
serves it  all,  and  I  am  willing  and  desirous  to  be  his 
alone,  and  to  be  wholly  conformed  to  faim.  Yet  still  | 
find  the  effects  of  a  depraved  nqture ;  and  notwithstand- 
ing all  my  struggles  against  inward  and  outward  evil,  I 
am  too  often  carried  away  from  the  point  of  simple  faith 
Bnd  dependence.  The  lively  experience  of  a  Christian 
is  not  hard  to  be  described  ;  neither  is  it  hard  to  say 
much  about  it.  But  to  feel  what  we  say,  to  sit  down 
under  the  shallow  of  the  tree  of  lif(^  to  tibide  in  Christ, 
to  feed  on  him  in  my  heart  by  faith  with  thanksgiving 
this  I  find  a  rare  attainment,  easily  lost,  and  not  so  sooft 
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regained.  1  know  enough  of  it  to  make  me  desirous  of 
more,  and  yet  so  little,  that  I  have  frequent  cause  to  cry 
out.  My  leanness,  my  leanness !  and  to  lie  low  in  the 
dost  before  God.  A  remaining  root  of  pride  and  sel^ 
righteousness  often  sprins^s  up  and  interrupts  my  peace. 
Indeed,  as  to  the  ground  of  my  hopes  and  acceptance^  i 
am  mercifully  kept  from  doubts  and  fears ;  I  trust  in 
him  who  has  wrought  out  a  perfect  righteousness  for  my 
justification,  and  has  stretched  out  an  everlasting  arm 
fat  my  salvation.  I  see  the  honour  of  the  divine 
attributes  effectually  secured,  and  that  God  is  not  only 
Boerciful  and  good,  but  faithful  and  just,  in  saving  an  un- 
worthy believing  sinner.  But  what  I  want,  is  not  only 
to  expect  a  heaven  hereafter,  but  to  experience  a  heavien 
begun  below,  to  live  up  to  the  privileges  of  the  Gospel,  to 
have  enlarged  desires  after  holiness,  and  those  desires 
abundantly  answered.  I  want  more  of  the  influences  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  under  his  various  characters^  as  the 
teacher,  quickencr,  comforter,  and  sealer  of  the  people 
of  God.  I  want  to  know  more  clearly  what  the  apostle 
desired  for  his  friends  in  those  two  comprehensive 
prayers,  £pb.  i.  17 — 20,  and  iii.  16 — 19.  How  little 
do  I  understand  of  that  height  and  depth,  and  breadth 
and  length,  he  there  speaks  of !  How  faint  are  my  ideas 
of  the  glorious  hope  of  his  calling,  and  the  exceeding 
greatness  of  his  mighty  power !  Well,  blessed  be  God 
for  the  little  I  have ;  I  trust  it  is  an  earnest  of  more ;  he 
has  given  me  to  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness^ 
and  he  has  said,  I  shsJl  be  filled.  I  remember  tlie  time 
when  I  was  easy  enough  about  these  things ;  the  language 
of  my  heart  was,  ''  Depart  from  me."  Yea,  I  resisted 
his  Spirit,  despised  his  mercy,  and  counftd  the  blood  of 
the  covenant  an  unholy  thing.  But,  oh  !  he  ^^  was  found 
**  of  me  that  sought  him  not."    He  passed  by  me,  and 
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bid  ine  live ;  he  saved  me  io  spite  of  myself;  he  would 
sot  give  me  up ;  he  appeared  in  the  hour  of  my  distress, 
snatched  the  prey  from  the  hand  of  the  mighty,  and 
delivered  the  lawful  captive.  And  ever  since,  hoW 
good  has  he  heen  to  me  !  how  gently  has  he  led  me ! 
how  often  has  he  restored  me  when  wandering,  revived 
me  when  fainting,  healed  my  hreaches,  supplied  my 
wants,  heard  my  prayers,  and  set  up  a  seasonable  stand- 
ard against  my  enemies,  when  they  have  been  cuming  in 
upon  me  like  a  flood  !  And  even  now  he  is  with  me,  he 
is  never  weary  of  doing  me  good,  and  I  believe  he  will 
be  with  me,  even  to  the  end,  till  at  length  he  brings  me 
home  to  his  kingdom  to  be  near  him  for  ever.  Hence, 
indeed,  arises  a  great  part  of  my  grief,  to  think  that  I 
should  be  so  cold,  and  barren,  and  unprofitable,  under 
such  amazing  displays  of  undeserved  love.  O  Lord,  touch 
the  rock,  and  cause  the  waters  to  flow ;  soften  and  in- 
flame my  heart,  that  I  may  at  length  become  thy  dis» 
ciple  indeed. 

I  trust  you  will  continue  to  prize  the  means  of  grace, 
and  to  watch  against  every  appearance  of  evil.  Take 
heed  lest  either  of  you  be  hardened  through  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  sin.  Beware  of  that  worst  of  evils,  spiritual 
pride.  Pray  earnestly  for  a  deep  sense  of  your  own 
insufiiciency.  I  did  not  throughly  approve  the  question 
that  was  proposed  concerning  a  power  in  ourselves, 
though  I  believe  you  understand  it  in  a  good  sense ;  but 
let  us  beware  of  trusting  in  any  other  power  than  the 
power  of  Christ  received  continually  by  faith.  I  know 
carnal  minds  will  abuse  tiiis  principle,  and  so  they  will 
every  other  doctrine  of  the  Gospel ;  but  let  it  suflice  us 
that  he  who  knows  us  best  has  said,  ^^  Without  me  vc  can 
'' do  nothing." 

1  am  your  afie^tionate  and  obliged  servant. 


7b  Mm  Ar««^.  I^t.  9. 


LETTER  IX. 
To  Miss  M«»*». 

Dear  Madamy  January  3,  1 764.. 


I 


.T  is  a  time  of  trial  among  your  friends  here ;  nor  have 
I  wholly  escaped.  Xlrs.  N****  has  kept  her  chamber 
more  than  ten  weeks ;  and  we  see  no  present  prospect 
of  her  recovery.  Her  complaint  is  a  nervous  fever,  at- 
tended with  a  complaint  in  her  head  and  stomach,  which 
medicines  seem  insi^cient  to  remove.  Through  mercy, 
her  illness  has  not  often  risen  to  a  very  high  degree ;  but 
continuing  so  long,  it  has  rendered  her  very  weak  and 
feeble,  so  that  sometimes  she  can  hardly  bear  any  onfe 
to  walk  across  the  room. 

I  sympathize  for  my  friends,  and  I  feel  for  myself. 
But,  blessed  be  God,  I  do  not  mourn  as  those  who 
have  no  hope.  I  know  it  is  not  an  enemy  hath  donls 
this.  It  is  the  Lord,  who  hath  saved  me  out  of  all  afflic- 
tions, he  who  gave  me  all  my  good  things,  he  to  whom 
I  have  surrendered  myself  and  my  all ;  he  it  is  that  hath 
laid  this  trial  on  me  for  my  good.  I  believe  it  to  be  ne<- 
cessary,  because  be  is  pleased  to  appoint  it;  and,  though  , 
at  present  it  is  not  joyous  but  grievous,  I  trust  that  in 
the  end  he  will  cause  it  to  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteousness.  I  desire  to  submit  to  his  will  in  all  things ; 
and  though  I  feel  the  depravity  of  my  nature  too  often, 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  he  enables  me  to  trust  to  him,  and 
leave  all  in  his  hands.  I  pray  that  her  health  may  be  . 
restored  when  he  sees  best,  but  especially  that  her  sick- 
ness may  be  sanctified  to  both  our  souls.  In  this  we  hope 
and  desire  the  concurrence  of  your  prayers. 
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At  raeA  tines  m  tfiese,  the  mepeakabb  bliBSsiag  of 
having  a  hope  in  God  aceovdisg  to  llie  Gospel,  appean 
witb  doaUe  evidence.  Fakh  in  Jesus  prepares  us  for 
every  event  Though  he  put  forth  his  hand,  and  seem 
to  threaten  our  dearest  comforts,  yet  when  we  remember 
that  it  is  his  hand,  when  we  consider  that  it  b  his  design^ 
his  love,  his  wisdom,  and  Am  power,  we  cannot  refuse  to 
trust  him.  The  reluctance  we  feel  is  against  our  judg* 
Bent ;  for  we  are  sure  tbrt  what  he  chooses  for  us  must 
be  best,  Then,  again,  to  think  how  much  less  our  suf- 
ferings are  than  our  sins  have  deserved ;  bow  many, 
mercies  we  still  enjoy  on  ev^ry  band^.  bqw.  much  heavier 
burdens  are  the  portion  of  many  around  us;  to  cooipare 
the  present  momentary  affliction  with  the  exceeding 
weiglit  of  glory  which  shall  be  revealed;  to  recollect  that 
the  time  is  short,  the  hour  is  swiftly  approaching  iflfben 
l6e .  Lord  shall  wipe  away  all  tears,  and  consUain  us 
with  wonder  and  joy  to  sing,  ''  He  hath  done  all  thin^jf 
^^  weU«r  Such  considerations  as  tbe^e,  together  with 
the-  remembrance  of  what  h^  suffered  for  us,  are  always 
at  band  to  x:oi|ipose  our  souls  under  troubles,  and  will 
be  effectual  according  to  the  degree  of  faith.  Our  faith 
also  is  strengthened  by  affliction ;  we  learn  more  of  our 
own  insufficiency,  and  the  vanity  of  all  things  i^bout  us; 
and  we  discover  more  of  the  power,  faithfulness,  and 
nearness  of  a  prayer-hearing  God.  Upon  this  ground 
Habakkuk  could  sit  down  and  rejoice  under  the  loss 
of  all.  He  could  look  at  the  blasted  fig-tree  and  the 
wilherisd  viae,  see  the  herds  and  flocks  cut  off,  and  every 
ereature-comfprtfail;  yet,  says  he,  "I  will  rejoice  in  the 
"  Lord,  and  joy  in  the  God  of  my  salvation."  O  the 
name  of  Jesus,  when  we  can  speak  of  him  as  ours ;  this 
is  y^  balm  for  every  wound,  cordial  for  every  care ;  it  is 

fitment  poured  forth  diffusing  a  fragrancv  througli 
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the  whole  soul,  send  driving  away  the  hortful  fiunes  and 
fogfi  of  distrust  and  discontent ! 

I  am  affectionately  yoan* 


LETTER  X. 


To  Miss  M**« 


I 


Dear  Madaniy 


AM  afraid  before  this  you  have  charged  me 
neglect  and  unkindness.  I  confess  I  bavt?  delayed  too 
long,  but  can  truly  say,  my  affection  for  you  and  all  my 
dear  friends  at  Y ,  remains  unaltered  and  un- 
abated. Let  my  various  removals,  and  the  necessary 
new  .engagements  they  have  brought  upon  me,  plead 
my  excuse,  especially  as  I  have  not  been  often  faulty 
in  this  way ;  and  I  hope  I  shall  not  in  future  give  you 
so  just  reason  of  complaint 

The  Lord  has  at  length  brought  me  into  the  ministry 
according  to  my  desire,  and  beyond  my  hopes  placed 
me  in  a  fruitful  part  of  his  vineyard,  where  his  Gospel  is 
known,  loved,  professed,  and  possessed  by  many.  I 
have  a  large  congregation,  and  a  comfortable  pros- 
pect of  usefulness.  This,  I  doubt  not,  i^iill  rejoice  you, 
and  stir  you  up  to  praise  him.  on  my  behalf,  and  to  pray 
for  me,  that  I  may  devote  my  all  to  his  service,  and,  in  a 
deep  sense  of  my  own  insufficiency,  depend  continually 
upon  him  for  wisdom,  strength,  and  grace,  to  help  in 
time  of  need.  I  can  justly  ask  this  of  you,  as  I  am  sure 
you  have  a  constant  place  in  my  heart,  and  a  frequent  re- 
membrance in  my  [irayers.  H 


•  I  long  to  know  how  you  gooail  hope  comfortably. 
I  hope  you  still  find  that  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is  ^our 
strength,  that  his  service  is  perfect  freedom ;  that  it  it 
good  to  viait  upon  him,  and  that  you  daily  enjoy  his  pre- 
sence both  in  public  and  in  private.  Are  you  not  often 
filled  with  admiration  and  love  at  the  thought  of  his  dis- 
tinguishing grace  in  calling  you  out  of  darkness  into 
light?  And  wlien  you  are  enabled  by  faith  to  view 
Jesus  as  dying  for  sin,  and  now  pleading  for  sinners  be- 
fore the  throne,  are  not  your  hearts  melted  into  godly 
sorrow,  and  inflamed  iivitb  a  holy  zeal  to  hate  every 
false  way,  and  to  cleave  to  him  with  full  purpose  of 
heart?  These  are  sure  signs  that  you  are  walking  in 
ffae  good  old  way,  that  you  are  interested  in  the  blessings 
of  the  everlasting  covenant,  and  you  may  be  confidently 
tosured,  that  he  who  has  begun  the  good  work  in  you 
will  perform  the  same  unto  the  day  of  Christ  Jesui. 

Many  are  the  trials  and  exercises  we  must  expect  to 
meet  with  in  our  progress ;  but  this  one  consideration 
outweighs  them  all,  The  Lord  is  on  our  side ;  and  if 
he  be  for  us,  none  can  be  afrainst  us  to  harm  us.  In  all 
these  things  we  shall  be  more  than  conquerors,  through 
him  that  has  loved  us.  Afflictions,  though  not  in  them- 
selves joyous,  but  grievous^  yet,  when  sanctified,  are 
among  our  choice  mercies ;  in  due  time  they  shall  yield 
the  peaceful  fruits  of  righteousness ;  and  even  at  present, 
they  shall  surely  be  attended  with  seasonable  and  suf- 
ficient supports.  One  great  desire  of  the  believer,  is  to 
understand  the  good  word  of  God  more  and  more ;  and 
one  principal  means  by  which  we  advance  in  this 
knowledge  is,  the  improvement  we  are  enabled  to  make 
of  our  daily  trials.  The  promises  are  generally  made 
to^  afflicted  state ;  and  we  could  jiot  taste  their  sweet* 
n^i  nor  experience  their  truth,  if  we  were  not  some- 


tiiii€6  brouf^  4Blo  tbe  circnairtancm  to  «riiicb  tbey  n- 
Ute.  {t  it  said,  ''  I  biU  be  wkh  Iben  ki  trouble  ;**  bu| 
Jiow  eovid  we  Juhiw  h  hat  a  mercy  is  coataiBed  m  thea> 
vonii^  uol^M  trouble  was  soBietiiDes  our  lot f  Itassaad 
tp  be  the  believer's  privilege  to  fjory  in  tribulatioo.  But 
we  oever  could  know  that  this  is  possible  « itbout  we 
bad  tribulation  to  |^ry  io.  How  ever,  this  is  matter  of 
joy  and  g:lory  indeed,  to  find  peace  and  comfort  aitfaio^ 
when  things  are  disagreeable  and  troublesome  vitboufc 
Then  we  are  enabled  to  set  to  our  seal,  that  God  is  Irue;^ 
then  He  learn  how  happy  it  is  to  have  a  refuge  that  can- 
not  he  taken  from  us ;  a  support  that  is  able  to  bear  all 
the  weijght  we  can  lay  upon  it;  a  spring  of  joy  that 
cannot  be  stopped  up  by  any  outward  events.  A  peat 
part  of  the  little  we  know  of  our  God,  his  faithfuloesa» 
bis  compassion,  his  readiness  to  hear  and  to  answer  our 
prayers ;  his  wisdom  in  delivering  and  providing,  wheo^ 
all  our  contrivances  fail ;  and  his  goodness  in  overruling 
every  thing  to  our  soub'  good ;  I  say,  much  of  what  w# 
know  of  these  things  we  learnt  in  our  trials,  and  hav«. 
therefore  reason  to  say,  It  was  good  for  us  to  be  afflicted* 
jind  as  the  Lord  has  brought  us  safe  through  thus  far^ 
we  have  good  ground  to  trust  him  to  the  end.  We 
know  not  what  is  before  us.  Perhaps  we  may  meet 
greater  difficulties  by  and  by,  than  we  have  ever  yet  seen; 
but  if  we  keep  in  mind,  who  delivered  us  from  the 
lion  and  the  bear,  we  may  face  the  Philistine  also  with- 
out terror.  God  will  be  with  us,  and  strengthen  us  with. 
strength  in  our  souls.  Only  it  is  our  wisdom  to  keep 
close  to  him,  that  when  the  evil  day  comes,  we  may 
have  confidence  before  him  in  all  our  troubles.  VI  hen 
afflictions  overtake  us  in  a  careless  franie,  and  find 
guilt  upon  the  conscience,  then  they  are  doubly  \x^j^ 
bicsome.  ^ 

I  am  yours,  &c.    . 


Satflk  A'JIBm  Jf«***. 
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LETTER  XI. 
ToJllisft  !«••••. 

My  dear  SisterSi  July  SO,  1 768 . 

W  E  agreed  to  exchange  a  letter  once  in  three  months, 
but  we  both  began  in  the  same  week :  I  have  been 
waiting  ever  since  for  yours ;  and  perhaps  our  letters 
BUiy  meet  upon  the  road  again.  If  so,  we  shall  be  still 
pusxled ;  but  if  you  have  not  yet  written,  let  me  have 
an  answer  to  this  within  one  month,  and  then  you  may 
expect  one  from  me  about  a  quarter  of  a  year  after- 
wamb.  Indeed,  some  things  I  have  lately  engaged  in 
mil  oblige  me  to  drop  a  great  part  of  my  correspond- 
eace ;  but  I  cannot  prevail  with  myself  to  give  op  yours, 
became,  both  present  and  absent,  the  Lord  has  helped 
and  comforted  me  by  you ;  and  so  long  as  I  can  re- 
member some  precious  seasons   I    have    enjoyed   at 

Y ^,so  long  will  you  have  a  peculiar  place  in  my 

heart     However,  you  must  not  expect  two  for  one. 

I  wish  you  could  make  it  suit  one,  two,  or  all  of  you, 
(the  more  the  better,)  to  come  and  see  us  at  Olney.  So 
I  told  you  when  I  saw  you ;  so  I  tell  you  again.  I 
think  you  would  like  to  spend  a  little  time  with  us. 
Through  mercy,  we  continue  to  go  on  very  comfortalily ; 
our  society  has  been  enlarged  by  several  additions  ;  and 
all  in  general  are  in  a  thriving  way.  Soon  after  I  re* 
turned  from  Yorkshire,  I  began  to  expound  the  Pil- 
grim's Progress  in  our  meetings  on  Tuesday  evenings ; 
and  though  we  have  been  almost  seven  months  travel- 
ling with  the  pilgrim,  we  have  not  yet  lett  the  house 
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Beautiful ;  but  I  believe  shall  set  off  for  tfie  Valley  of 
Humiliation  in  about  three  weeks.     I  find  this  book  so 
full  of  matter,  that  I  can  seldom  go  through  more  than 
a  page,  or  half  a  page,  at  a  time.     I  hope  the  attempt 
has  been  greatly  blessed  amongst  us ;  and  for  myself 
it  has  perhaps  given  me  a  deeper  insight  into  Joho 
Bunyan*s  knowledge,  judgment,  and  experience  in  the 
Christian  life,  than  I  should  ever  have  had  without  iU 
The  Lord  is  pleased  to  supply  me  still  in  public  ser- 
"rice,  and  to  continue  my  acceptance,  with  his  people; 
But  with  regard  to  what  passes  between  him  and  my 
own  soul,  there  is,  for  the  most  part,  a  very  awful  dis^ 
tance.     I  mourn  under  such  a  deadness  and  barrea** 
Bess  in  secret  duties,  as  I  believe  very  few,  who  are  in 
any  measure  alive,  are  exercised  with.     It  puts  roe 
often  to  a  stand,  and  affords  the  enemy  a  handle  to 
present  the  most  distressing  doubts  and  fears  as  to  my 
own  state.     I  dare  not  plead  in  answer  to  his  suggest 
tions,  that  I  must  be  right,  because  the  Lord  is  pleased 
to  assist  and  own  me  in  the  work  of  the  minbtry ;  be* 
cause  the  apostle  plainly  supposes,  a  man  may  speak 
like  an  angel  to  others,  and  be  but  sounding-brass  him^ 
self ;  may  speak  to  good  effect  to  them,  and  he  himself 
a  cast-away.     But  though  I  dare  not  rest  upon  this 
plea,  the  Lord  affords  me  a  better ;  and  has  been  pleased 
to  give  me  such  a  view  of  the  alUsufficicnt  righteous* 
ness  of  Jesus,  and  the  certainty  of  the  promises  in  Him, 
tliat  these  doubts  seldom  pierce  more  than  skin-deep, 
and,  at  the  bottom  of  my  dry,  complaining  frames,  he  is 
pleased  to  maintain  a  stable  peace.     I  trust  I  am  safe ; 
but  I  am  sure  I  am  not  comfortable.     I  have  every 
thing  to  make  me  so  that  this  world  can  afford  ;  but  I 
hope  the  whole  of  this  world  would  not  satisfy  me  with- 
out the  light  of  his  countenance,  and  a  more  cheerful 
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mbilir^r  Co  love,  serve,  and  praise.  For  tbia  I  n^^  for 
this  I  pioe.  After  all,  he  knows  what  is  best  for  ms^ 
to  bumble  the  pride  of  my  heart,  and  to  maintain  in  me 
n  spirit  of  dependence  and  self-abasement.  Perbape 
be  sees  I  am  not  fit  to  be  trusted  with  comforts,  esp^ 
cially  when  my  outward  path  is  in  all  respects  so  very 
smooth.  I  hope  his  grace  is  in  a  measure  with  me^ 
otherwise  I  should  grow  quite  careless,  or  the  evils  I 
^1  in  my  heart  would  break  out  to  the  observation  of 
others ;  neither  of  which,  I  hope,  is  at  present  the  case. 
To  Him  and  not  to  me,  be  the  praise ;  for  if  he  did  not 
bold  me  up  continually,  I  am  sure  I  should  soon  wo- 
olly fiilL 

>  I  rejoiced  to  hear  it  was  well  with  you :  yes,  it  m 
ivell ;  you  have  a  good  Shepherd  who  is  able  to  keep 
you  from  fallmg,  and  to  supply  all  your  wants,  to  shield 
jmi  from  all  dangers,  to  feed  you  with  heavenly  manna 
and  living  water ;  and  ere  long  you  shall  see  bb  fisoe 
Vithout  a  veil,  and  shine  like  *  the  sun  m  bis  kingdum 
for  ever.  May  I  not  address  you  with  the  angel's  sa- 
latation  ? — Hail  ye  who  ore  highly  favoured ;  the  Lord 
is  with  you ;  blessed  are  ye  among  women.  I  need 
not  tell  you,  that  it  becomes  you  to  be  deeply  bumbled ; 
yon  know  it  and  desire  it  It  becomes  you  likewise 
to  be  highly  thankful.  Complain  not  of  crosses  by  the 
way ;  who  was  ever  spiritually-minded  without  them  ? 
These  are  among  the  evidences  that  you  are  children ; 
and  the  Lord  will  make  a  rich  amends  for  all.  Then 
we  shall  weep,  we  shall  sin  no  more. 

Your  truly  affectionate  brother  and  servant. 


St*  JBki  JfMW.  Bet.  H 


LETTER  XII. 


To  Miss  »!••••■ 


I 
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NOW  write  a  little  befiire  tbe  time  appointed,  leat 
loima  hioderaace  should  agaia  loake  yoa  think  me 
fofdotfuL 

I  w3d  K^  ^  ^*^  y<^  ^^^  ^1^  ^v^{it  ^  I  had  some 
apprehensions  concerning  Miss  K****,  and  especialfy 

glad  ta  find  that  you  «? ere  all  all  ve  in  the  very  best  senses 

Q¥eo  tp  Crod.     W^  have  need  enough  to  mourn  aver 

our  unt'ruitfulneas ;  but  let  us  reoieoiber  that  it  is   a 

ipecial  mercy  of  God,  to  be  eoabl^  to  hold  £ftst  our 

profession*    For  we  live  in  perilous  tiuiesi^  when  there 

are  such  dreadful  falls  of  professors  as  might  well  shake « 

fod  terrify  us^  if  we  were  oot«  indeed,  founded  upon  a 

{"ock.     But  tbe  I/)rd  knows  them  that  are  his,  and  he 

will  keep  .them ;  yea,  he  teache»  tbem  to  improve  the 

'ndscarriagea  of  others,  as  motives  to  stir  tliem  up  t9 

greater  watchfulness,  and  to  show  them  tbe  necessity  of 

crying  daily  to  him,  ''  Uold  thou  t»e  up,  and  I  shall  be 

"  safe."    I  suppose  you  have  beard  tbe  unhappy  case 

of  **^*,  a  man  whom  I  loved  as  a  friend,  and  biowh 

Qured  as  an  eminent  believer:  bow   oUen  have  hia 

letters  made  me  ashamed  !  his  dreadful  fall  has  affected 

me  more  than  any  thing  of  tbe  kind  I  ever  met  with, 

since  tbe  Lord  gave  me  acquaintance  with  bis  people. 

O,  how  great  is  the  deceitfulness  of  the  heart  of  sin^ 

and  Satan !     How  should  the  apostle*s  words  be  laid  to 

hearty  ''  Let  him  that  thinketh  be  standeth^  take  heed. 


i 
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"  lest  he  fall  f  1  Cor.  x.  12.  However,  as  I  said^ 
those  who  feel  their  weakness,  whose  dependence  upon 
Jesus  is  Scriptural,  such  a  dependence  as  makes  them 
diligent  in  the  use  of  appointed  means,  and  desirous  of 
-being  kept  from  the  appearance  of  evil ;  these  shall  be 
preserved.  That  is  a  gracious  and  supporting  promise, 
(to  those  who  feel  they  can  do  nothing  for  themselves, 
are  jealous  over  their  own  hearts,  and  see  the  snares 
that  are  continually  spread  for  their  feet,)  which  the 
Lord  makes  to  all  his  faithful  people,  Rev.  iii.  10. 
Alas  !  unless  he  vouchsafe  to  keep  the  city,  the  watch- 
man wakcth  but  in  vain.  But  faith  in  his  pame  and 
promise,  gives  us  confidence  and  encouragement  to  aim 
at  that  watchfulness  on  our  parts,  to  which  his  word 
exhorts  us.  The  Lord  does  not  keep  his  people  by 
teaching  them  so  to  rest  in  the  promises  of  his  care,  as 
to  sit  down  secure  and  careless  in  themselves.  liut  he 
preserves  them  from  falling  from  him,  by  putting  his 
fear  in  their  hearts,  by  making  them  sensible  of  their 
dangers,  and  drawing  them  to  come  boldly  to  his  throne 
of  grace,  tliat  they  may  obtain  mercy,  and  find  grace  to 
help  in  every  time  of  need.  And  when  liis  Spirit  bears 
witness  with  our  spirits,  that  we  arc  thus  looking  to 
liim  in  the  way  of  duty,  weak  and  unworthy  as  we  are, 
we  may  triumph  in  his  salvation,  and  be  firmly  per- 
suaded, that  neither  the  world  nor  Satan  shall  be  able 
to  separate  us  from  his  love.  Great  is  the  consolation 
provided  for  humble  souls  in  what  the  Scripture  de- 
clares concerning  the  power,  grace,  offices,  faithfulness, 
and  compassions  of  the  Redeemer.  These  things  are 
always  equally  true  in  thcmstilvcs,  but  not  alwavs 
equally  evident  to  us  ;  for  \vc  cannot  comfortably  apply 
them,  but  in  proportion  as  his  Spirit  is  v»iih  ti?.  It  is 
Vol,  VI.  G 
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therefore  wisely  and  mercifully  appointed,  that  if  wc 
grow  slack  and  careless,  our  comforts  and  peace  should 
dech'ne,  that  we  may  perceive  in  time  that  we  are  get- 
ting out  of  the  right  path,  and  cry  to  the  Lord  to  re- 
store us  again.  While  those  who  are  always  alike,  who 
can  talk  of  assurance  and  perseverance  while  they  arc 
evidently  indulging  a  trifling  and  careless  spirit,  and  ex- 
pect the  promises  will  be  accomplished  in  another  way 
than  that  path  of  diligence,  humiliation,  and  prayer 
which  the  Lord  himself  has  marked  out ;  these  per- 
sons, I  say,  always  give  cause  to  fear,  that  they  know 
very  little  of  what  they  are  talking  about 

My  paper  is  almost  full,  and  all  that  I  have  written 
is  quite  beside  my  first  intention.     But  it  may  not  be 
the  worse  for  that ;  I  love  to  give  up  my  heart  and 
pen,  without  study,  when  I  am  writing.     The  Lord 
knows  the  state  of  my  friends,  their  present  tempta- 
tions, &c.  and  I  look  to  him  to  give  me  a  word  in  sea- 
son.   Things  with  us  are  as  usual.     The  great  Shep- 
herd is  still  pleased  to  guard  our  fold,  so  that  the 
enemy  has  not  yet  been  suffered  to  distract  us  with  errors 
and  divisions,  nor  has  one  turned  back  after  having 
folly  joined  us.      Our  number  increases  every  year, 
though  not  very  fast     As  to  myself,  I  am  much  exer- 
cised with  a  dndness  of  spirit  in  secret,  which  makes 
me  often  groan.    But,  through  grace,  I  can  say,  that  as 
I  never  saw  more  of  my  own  vileness,  so,  I  think,  I 
never  saw  Jesus  more  precious  and  desirable,  or  was 
more  clearly  sensible  of  the  vanity  of  every  thing  with- 
out him,  than  I  have  of  late.     '*  None  but  Jesus,"*  is 
my  motto.      All  wisdom,  righteousness,  holiness,  and 
happiness,  which  does  not  spring  from  and  centre  in 
Him,  my  soul  desires  to  renounce. 
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May  the  Lord  bless  each  of  you  with  an  abidiog 
9eDBe  of  his  precious  love,  that  your  hearts  may  buruy 
cod  your  lives  shine !  So  prays  yourSi  fcc^ 


LETTER  XIII. 

To  MUs  M***». 

Dear  Madam, 

X  DULY  received  your  letter  of  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, and  am  very  willing  still  to  include  Mrs.  H*^*  in 
oar  correspondence.  I  hope  she  finds  in  every  change 
of  life,  that  Jesus  is  still  the  same,  gracious  and  precious 
to  her  soul ;  and  my  prayer  is,  that  neither  the  com- 
forts nor  cares  of  a  married  state  may  damp  the  frame 
of  her  spirit  towards  him.  The  heart  is  deceitful,  the 
world  ensnaring,  the  enemy  subtle  and  powerful ;  but 
we  bnow  who  has  said,  ^^  My  grace  is  sufficient  for 
^'  thee.''  lie  is  able  to  keep  us,  not  only  safe  as  to  the 
end,  but  also  lively,  faithful,  and  dependent  by  the  way, 
ib  every  circumstance  anc^  station  to  wiiich  his  provi- 
dence calls  us. 

I  observe  your  last  is  written  in  a  more  complaining 
style  than  usual.  Causes  of  complaint  are,  indeed,  in- 
numerable ;  but  remember,  ^^  the  joy  of  the  Lord  is 
^  joui  strength."  Be  not  surprised  that  you  still  find 
the  effects  of  indwelling  sin — ^it  must  and  will  be  so. 
The  frame  of  our  fallen  nature  is  depraved  throughout, 
and,  like  the  leprous  house,,  it  must  be  entirely  demo- 
lished, and  raised  anew.  While  we  are  in  this  world, 
-we  shall  groan,  being  burdened.  I  wish  you  to  long  and 
breathe  after  greater  measures  of  sanctification  ;  but 
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we  arc  sometimes  betrayed  into  a  legal  spirit,  which 
will  make  us  labour  in  the  very  fire  to  little  purpose. 
If  we  find  dcadness  and  dryness  stealing  upon  us,  our 
only  relief  is  to  look  to  Jesus — to  his  blood  for  pardon 
— to  bis  grace  for  strength ;  we  can  work  nothing  out 
of  ourselves.  To  pore  over  our  own  evils  will  not  cure 
them ;  but  he  who  was  typified  by  the  brazen  serpent  is 
ever  present,  lifted  up  to  our  view  in  the  camp ;  and  one 
believing  sight  of  him  will  do  more  to  restore  peace  to 
the  conscience,  and  life  to  our  graces,  than  all  our  own 
lamentations  and  resolutions. 

Further,  we  must  expect  changes.  Were  we  always 
alike,  we  should  dream  that  we  had  some  power  or 
goodness  inherent  in  ourselves ;  he  will  therefore  some* 
times  withdraw,  that  we  may  learn  our  absolute  depend- 
ence on  him.  When  this  is  the  case,  it  is  our  part 
humbly  to  continue  seeking  him  in  bis  own  appointed 
means,  and  patiently  to  wait  bis  promised  return.  It 
is  a  point  of  great  wisdom  to  know  our  Gospel  liberty, 
anil  vet  not  to  abuse  it ;  to  see  that  our  hope  stands 
sure  and  invariable,  distant  from  all  the  changes  we 
feci  in  our  experience,  that  we  are  accepted,  not  be- 
cause wc  are  comfortable  or  lively,  but  because  Jesus 
lias  loved  us,  and  given  hiinself  for  us ;  and  yet,  at  the 
same  time,  to  be  longing  and  thirsting  for  the  light  of 
his  countenance,  and  a  renewed  sense  of  his  lo\*e  upon 
our  hearts.  Two  things  we  should  always  guard  and 
|)ray  against ;  that  the  knowledge  of  our  acceptance 
may  not  make  us  secure  and  careless,  and  likewise, 
that  our  endeavours  after  conformity  to  his  revealed 
will,  may  not  subject  us  to  a  spirit  of  bondage.  The 
apostle,  who  well  knew  the  nature  of  our  warfare,  ex- 
horts us  to  "  rejoice  in  the  Lord  always."  He  knew 
what  conflicts  we  should  meet  with  from  afflictions,  im- 
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perfections,  temptations,  and  desertions :  yet  he  says, 
akfmfs  ;  which  can  only  be  practised  by  those  who  see 
and  keep  in  mind  that  they  are  complete  in  Christ ; 
that  he  is  all  in  all  to  them  ;  their  righteousness,  wis- 
dom, and  strength ;  their  sun  and  shield ;  their  friend 
and  representative  before  the  throne ;  their  shepherd 
and  their  husband.  .  If  I  may  speak  my  own  expe- 
rience, I  find  that  to  keep  my  eye  simply  upon  Christ, 
as  my  peace^  and  my  /i/e,  is  by  far  the  hardest  part  of 
my  calling.  Through  mercy  he  enables  me  to  avoid 
what  is  wrong  in  the  sight  of  men,  but  it  seems  easier 
to  deny  self  in  a  thousand  instances  of  outward  con- 
duct, than  in  its  ceaseless  endeavours  to  act  as  a  prin- 
ciple of  righteousness  and  power. 

John  fiunyan,  in  his  advanced  years,  took  notice  of 
the  abominations  that  had  still  too  much  place  in  his 
heart ;  one  of  them  was,  he  says,  a  secret  cleaving  to 
the  covenant  of  works.  I  am  sure  this  is  no  small 
abominationin  a  believer;  but,  alas  !  it  cleaves  as  close 
to  me  as  my  skin,  and  costs  me  many  a  sigh. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


LETTER  XIV 


To  Mrs.  H»*»». 


Mudam,  SepL  21,1 770. 

xxS  the  engagements  you  lately  have  entered  into,  have 
not  separated  you  from  each  other,  I  can  as  formerly, 
write  to  you  both  at  once.  I  should  be  glad  to  hear 
that  Uie  third  in  our  correspondence  was  as  comforta- 
bly settled  in  H likewise.     However,  I  beg  you 


.4S  Th'Mn.  A****.  Ut  14 

will  mention  my  love  to  her  when  opportunity  offerSi 
and  tell  ber,  tbat  I  hope  to  be  always  mindfbl  of  her. 
Your  being  both  removed  from  Y' ^  must  doubt- 
less be  a  great  trial  to  her ;  but  I  trust  she  will  find  an 
all-sufficient  God  always  near,  to  make  good  every 
change  and  every  loss. 

I  congratulate  Mrs.  C****  on  her  marriagei  and 
Mrs.  H*^*  on  the  Lord's  goodness  in  preserving  her 
life,  and  giving  her  a  living  child ;  for  the  rest  I  may 
speak  to  you  without  distinction.  The  grace  of  God 
enabled  you  both  to  walk  honourably  in  single  life;  I 
trust  the  same  grace  will  enable  you  to  adorn  your  pro- 
fession in  the  married  state.  I  need  not  tell  you,  that 
both  the  sphere  of  your  comforts  and  your  trials  is  now 
enlarged  Your  opportunities  for  usefuUiess  will  be 
increased ;  so  likewise  will  the  snares  and  temptations 
in  the  path  of  duty.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  you  are 
very  happy,  that  you  are  united  to  your  husbands,  not 
only  by  marriage,  but  by  .mutual  affection,  and,  what  it 
better  still,  by  mutoal  fietith ;  and  that,  as  you  sought 
the  Lord's  direction  before  the  connexion  was  formed, 
so  you  came  together  evidently  by  his  blessing.  What 
then  shall  I  say  to  you  ?  Only,  or  chiefly  this — Beware 
of  being  too  happy — beware  of  idolatry.  Husbands, 
children,  possessions,  every  thing  by  which  the  Lord  is 
pleased  to  afford  us  content  or  pleasure,  are  full  of 
snares.  How  hard  is  it  to  love  a  creature  just  as  we 
ought;  and  so  to  possess  our  temporal  blessings  as 
neither  to  overvalue  nor  undervalue  them !  How  rare  is 
It  to  see  a  believer  go  on  steadily,  and  in  a  lively,  thriv- 
ing spirit,  if  remarkably  fi&voured  with  prosperous  cir- 
cumstances !  It  is  hard,  but  it  is  not  impossible:  im- 
possible, indeed,  it  is  to  us ;  but  it  is  easy  to  Him  who  has 
said,  *^  My  grace  is  sufficient  for  you.**    My  desire  is. 
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that  joa  may  be  both  witnesses  of  the  Lord's  faithful*- 
neas  to  this  his  good  promise.  I  wish  you  health, 
peace^  and  prosperity  ;  but  above  all,  tliat  your  souls 
may  prosper ;  that  you  may  still  prefer  the  light  of 
Grod's  countenance  to  your  chief  joy;  that  you  may 
still  delight  yourselves  in  the  Lord ;  be  daily  hunger* 
ing  and  thirsting  after  him,  arid  daily  receiving  from  his 
fulness,  even  grace  for  grace ;  that  you  may  rejoice 
in  his  all-sufficiency,  may  taste  his  love  in  every  dis- 
pensation ;  that  every  blessing  of  his  common  provi- 
dence may  come  to  you  as  a  fruit  and  token  of  his 
covenant  love ;  that  the  frame  of  your  spirits  may  be 
heaven-ward,  your  conduct  exemplary,  and  your  whole 
conversation  may  breathe  the  meekness,  simplicity,  and 
spirituality  which  become  the  gospel  of  Christ  I 
have  strong  confidence  in  the  Lord  for  you,  my  dear 
firiends,  that  it  shall  be  even  thus — And  it  will  rejoice 
ray  heart  to  hear  that  it  is  so. 

However  the  Lord  may  be  pleased  to  indulge  us  with 
comforts  and  mercies  here,  still  this  is  not, — cannot  be 
our  rest  Indwelling  sin,  the  temptations  of  Satan, 
changing  dispensations,  and  the  vanity  which  is  inse- 
parably entwined  with  every  earthly  connexion,  will 
more  or  less  disturb  our  peace.  But  there  is  a  brighter 
world,  where  sin  and  sorrow  can  never  enter;  every 
moment  brings  us  nearer  to  it :— ^then  every  imperfection 
shall  cease,  and  our  best  desires  shall  be  satisfied  beyond 
our  present  conceptions : — then  we  shall  see  him  whom 
having  not  seen  we  love :  we  shall  see  him  in  all  his 
glory,  not  as  now,  through  the  medium  of  ordinances, 
but  face  to  face,  without  a  veil,  we  shall  see  him  so  as 
to  be  completely  transformed  into  his  pert'ect  image. 
Then  likewise  we  shall  see  all  his  redeemed,  and  join 
'With  an  innumerable  multitude  of  all  nations,  people,  and 
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languages,  in  singing  the  triumphant  song  of  Moses  and 
the  Lamb  for  ever !  Then  we  shall  look  back  with 
wonder  on  all  the  way  the  Lord  led  us  through  this  wil* 
demess,  and  shall  say,  '^  He  hath  done  all  things  welL't 
May  this  blessed  hope  comfort  our  hearts,  strengthen 
our  hands,  and  make  us  account  nothing  dear  or  hard« 
•o  that  we  may  finish  our  course  with  joy.  Pray  for  us ; 
and  believe  me  to  be 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 


LETTER  XV.  * 

To  Mrs.  €•••». 
My  Deal' Madam,  May?,  1771. 

X  $PENT  about  five  weeks  at  Loudon  latel}',  which 
has  occasioned  me  to  delay  answering  your  letter  some- 
thing longer  than  usual.  But  I  have  not  forgotten  you. 
The  change  of  your  situation  will  probably  change  the 
methods  of  Satan  in  his  unwearied  attempts  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  those  who  love  the  Lord  ;  for  be  knows  how 
to  suit  himself  to  our  circuQistances,  whatever  they  be. 
It  may  likewise  draw  forth  the  weakness  of  indwelling 
sin,  in  ways  different  from  your  former  experience,  and 
give  you  new  views  of  the  evil  and  deceitfulness  of  the 
heart.  But,  as  I  trust  you  had  an  eye  to  the  word„ 
Spirit,  and  providence  of  God,  when  you  entered  into 
the  marriage  relation,  and  sought  his  blessingby  repeated 
prayer,  you  need  not  fear  but  his  grace  will  be  sufficient 
for  you.  The  more  the  Lord  blesses  you  in  outward 
things,  themore  sensible  you  will  be,  (if  your  heart  is  kept 
alive,)  that  true  happiness  is  only  to  be  found  in  himself; 
for. sin  and  vanity  are  closely  connected  with  every  thing 


toAMtl  IteiUMi    In  this  view  I  iras^bo  will  cnabia 
ytm  M  Buinber  your  crosses  among  your  mercies,  as  noi 
€M*ry  to  Ittep  your  soul  from  cleaviog  to  fbe  dust,  and 
1^  quicken  your  prayers  and  desires  heaven- wards.  Ouf 
MKeessary  connexions  in  this  life,  especially  those  whicb 
are  most  pleasing,  are  attended  with  many  snares^ 
May  the  Lord  keep  you  sensible  of  the  danger,  that  you 
Hiay  be  continually  crying,  "  Hold  thou  us  up,  and  then 
''  we  shall  be  safe  f  and  be  watchful  against  the  first  ap« 
pearances  of  a  decline  in  the  power  of  the  life  of  feitfa. 
I  am,  however,  fully  persuaded  that  a  due  attention  to 
the  concerns  of  our  relative  duties  and  callings  in  this 
world,  can  never  be  properly  hinderances  to  us,  in  walk^ 
ing  with  God.     These  things  may  require  some  of  our 
tiioughts,  and  much  of  our  time ;  but  if  we  can  manage 
them  in  obedience  to  his  will,  and  with  a  reference  to 
Ids  gibry,  they  are  then  sanctified,  and  become  religious 
actions.    And  I  doubt  not  but  a  believer,  acting  in  m 
right  spirit,  may  be  said  to  worship  God  in  the  shop  01^ 
kitchen,  no  less  than  when  waiting  on  him  in  his  ordi« 
nances.     But  he  must  teach  us  to  do  this,  for  we  have 
no  sufficiency  of  ourselves ;  yea,  he  must  teach  us  and 
strengthen  us  continually,  for  we  cannot  live  by  past 
experience,  without  a  new  supply  of  grace  from  hour  to 
hour :  and  this  he  has  promised.  See  Isa.  xxvii.  3.  It  is 
not  the  action,  (if  lawful,)  but  the  spirit  with  which  it  is 
performed,  tiiat  the  Lord  regards.      We  are  naturally 
desirous  to  do  some  great  thing ;  but  all  the  law  is  ful- 
tifled,  evangelically,  by  love.     And  a  person  called  by 
providence  to  sweep  the  streets,  if  he  does  it  to  the  Ijord, 
performs  as  acceptable  a  service  as  another  who  should 
preach  the  Gospel  to  thousands.    As  to  cares  and  anx- 
ieties, which  are  unnecessary,  and  therefore  sinful,  you 

will  not  be  wholly  without  them  while  there  is  an  v  unbe« 
Vol.  VI.  H 
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lief  and 'sin  remaining  in  the  heart  Your  pneat  oaercy 
will  be  to  be  humbled  for  them,  and  to  take  occasioo 
from  all  that  you  feel  amiss*  to  adore  the  free  grace  of 
God,  to  rejoice  in  the  perfect  work,  boundless  com* 
passion,  and  prevailing  intercession  of  Jesus.  He  knows 
Our  frame,  and  remembers  that  we  are  but  dust.  And 
though  many  evils  arise  in  our  hearts  which  are  new  to 
us,  they  are  not  new  to  him.  He  knew  what  we  were, 
and  what  we  should  be,  before  he  called  us  ;  and  yet  it 
pleased  him  to  make  us  his  people. 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  have  uneasinesses  and 
difft fences  in  your  church  ;  for,  through  mercy,  I  wish 
well  to  all  the  Lord's  assemblies  uithoui  respect  to  names 
and  parties.  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  that  the  Healer  of 
breaches  is  pleased  to  settle  you  comtbrtably  a^rain.  Ifk 
the  mean  time,  I  trust  you  will  account  it  a  privile^ 
that  you  live  in  a  place  nhere  the  preaching  of  tbq 
Gospel  is  not  confined  to  one  denomination.  I  bless 
God,  ^-e  are  still  favoured  with  peace  here.  May  we 
prize  it :  it  is  that  to  the  soul,  or  to  a  church,  which 
health  is  to  the  body.  There  may  be  life,  but  there  can 
be  no  comfort  without  it  While  Satan  can  prevail  to 
break  a  people's  peace,  there  is  usually  a  full  stop  put 
to  edification.  There  may  be  preaching,  and  hearing, 
and  praying ;  but  every  thing  will  be  weak  and  languid. 
For  the  Holy  Spirit,  whose  emblem  is  the>peaceful  dove^ 
will  not  dwell  in  the  midst  of  strife  and  contention. 
Nay,  it  is  an  awful  token  that  he  is  withdrawn  already, 
when^these  evils  are  greatly  prevalent.  When  ordi* 
nances  are  powerful,  and  both  ministers  and  people  taste 
that  the  Lord  is  gracious,  things  may  arise,  through  human 
infirmity  and  Satan's  subtlety,  to  threaten  the  continu- 
ance of  peace ;  but  then  it  will  be  as  at  the  breaking 
opt  oi  afire,  where  every  one  es^erts  himself  to  extinguish 
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k  before  it  can  get  to  a  bead.  We  have  many  com- 
bustibles, and  the  enemy  will  throw  sparks  upon  them 
to  set  all  in  a  flame ;  but  happy  they  who  so  value  peace, 
•8  to  be  willing  to  give  up  any  thing  but  truth  to  pre- 
serve it.     We  join  in  love  to  you  both.     Pray  for  us. 

I  am  affectionately  yours. 


I 


LETTER  XVI. 

To  Mrs.  C***». 

Dear  Madam,  Feb.  14,  1773. 


FIND  by  the  date  of  your  last,  that  I  have  not  been 
so  punctual  to  the  time  of  answering  as  formerly.  In- 
deed, business  of  one  kind  or  another  so  grows  on  my 
hands,  that  I  am  in  arrears  to  many. 

I  hope  the  Lord,  who  has  mercifully  given  you  chil- 
dren, will  enable  you  to  bring  them  up  in  his  fear,  and 
accompany  your  endeavours  with  his  blessing  ;  and 
make  them  in  due  time  partakers  of  his  grace,  that  they 
may  know  and  love  the  Lord  God  of  their  parents. 

Your  warfare,  it  seems,  still  continues;  and  it  will  con- 
tinue while  you  remain  here.  But  he  is  faithful  who  has 
promised  to  make  us  more  than  conquerors  in  the  last 
conflict — then  we  shall  hear  the  voice  of  war  no  more  for 
ever.  Whatever  we  suffer  by  the  way,  the  end  will  make 
amends  for  all.  The  repeated  experience  we  have  of 
the  deceitfulness  of  our  own  hearts,  is  a  means  which 
the  Lord  employs  to  make  us  willing  debtors  to  his  free 
grace,  and  teach  us  to  live  more  entirely  upon  Jesus. 
He  is  our  peace,  our  strength,  our  righteousness,  our 
all  in  ail.    And  we  learn  from  day  to  day,  that  though 


dili}{tnc0  and  vatchfulness  in  the  qM  of  ftppcHnle^ 
ineana  b  our  part,  yet  we  are  presenred  ia  life,  not  bf 
pur  care,  but  hn.  We  hate  a  watchful  Shepherd  who 
neither  slambers  Qor  sleeps ;  his  eyes  are  always  apcm 
hii  people ;  bis  am  underneath  then :  this  is  the  rea^ 
son  that  their  enemies  cannot  prevail  against  them. 
We  are  conscious  to  ourselves  of  many  unguarded  mo- 
ments, in  which  we  might  be  surprised  and  ruined,  if 
we  were  left  without  his  almighty  defence.  Yea,  we 
often  suffer  loss  by  our  folly ;  but  he  restores  us  when 
wandering ;  revives  us  when  fainting ; '  heals  us  whea 
wounded  ;  and,  having  obtained  help  of  him,  we  coor 
tSnue  to  this  hour ;  and  he  will  be  our  guard  and  guide 
even  unto  death.  He  has  delivered,  be  does  deliver.; 
and  ia  him  we  trust  that  he  will  yet  deliver  us. 

We  have  had  but  few  alteratioos  at  ■^■?  '  ■  ■  ,  sines 
my  last ;  only  that  of  late  the  Lord  baa  been  pleased 
to  give  his  word  a  more  convincing  power  than  for  some 
time  before.  We  have  had  several  awakened  within 
these  few  months,  who  appear  to  be  truly  in  earnest 
Upon  the  whole,  though  we  have  many  causes  of  hu* 
miiiation,  I  hope  it  is  with  us  in  some  measure  accord- 
ing to  that  pleasing  description.  Acts  ix.  31.  Help 
us  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his  goodness  to  us. 

As  to  myself,  there  is  little  variation  in  my  path. 
The  law  of  sin  in  my  members  distresses  me ;  but  the 
Gospel  yields  relief.  It  is  given  me  to  rest  in  tlie  fin- 
shed  salvation,  and  to  rejoice  in  Christ  Jesus  as  my 
all  in  all.  My  soul  is  athirst  for  nearer  and  fuller  com- 
munion with  him.  Yet  he  is  pleased  to  keep  me  short 
of  those  sweet  consolations  in  my  retired  hours  which  I 
could  desire.  However,  I  cannot  doubt  but  he  is  with 
me,  and  is  pleased  to  keep  up  in  my  heart  some  sense 
of  the  evil  ot  sic^  the  beauty  of  holiness,  my  own  weak* 


una,  mi  Ids  gkN^iom  all-suScieiicy.  Hit  I  am,  and 
Urn  I  deaira  tos^rve.  I  am,  iodeed,  a  poor  servant; 
tot  be  is  a  gradous  Master.  D.l  who  is  a  God  like 
wto  Hioif  that  forgiveth  iniquity,  and  castetb  the  sios 
cf  bia  people  into  the  depths  of  the  sea.  I  shall  not 
always  live  thus — the  land  to.  which  we  are  going  is  £ur 
different  to  this  wilderness  through  which  he  b  now 
leading  us.  Then  we  shall  see  his  fisce^  and  nevei; 
never  sin. 

If  either  of  you  or  yours  should  come  towards  Lou-* 
don,  we  shall  be  glad  to  see  you ;  but,  if  not  here,  we 
bope  to  meet  in  glory.  There  is  but  little  probability 
wf  my  seeing  you  in  Yorkshire.  We  may  meet  how- 
ever at  present,  I  hope  we  do,  at  a  throne  of  graoe. 
I  intreat  a  frequent  remembrance  in  your  prayers,  both 
of  me  and  mine.  This  is  the  best  proof  we  can  give  of 
our  love  to  our  friends,  to  bear  them  upon  our  hearts 
before  the  Lord.  Afford  me  this,  and  I  will  pay  you 
in  kind  as  the  Lord  shall  enable  me. 

Youcs  in  the  best  friendship. 


LETTER  XVII. 
To  Mn.  €•••*. 

My  dear  Friends,  June  5,  1 77€. 

MIGHT  apologize  for  my  long  silence,  but  you  set 
me  the  example ;  so  let  us  exchange  forgiveness.  You 
are  busy ;  and  I  can  assure  you  I  have  but  little  leisure. 
However,  I  can  say  with  you,  that  my  regard  reniains. 
I  still  remember  with  pleasure  past  times  in  which  \«e 
have  taken  sweet  counsel  together ;  and  I  look  forward 


I 


U  3^  ^s.  C*^^.  Let  17. 

to  the  happy  period  of  all  intemiptions,  when  I  trast 
we  shall  meet  to  spend  an  everlasting  sabbath  in  praise 
to  Him  who  has  loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins 
in  his  blood. 

Mrs.  N****  and  I  are  still,  by  the  IXMrd's  mercy, 
spared  to  each  other.  She  joins  me  in  love  to  yon 
both,  and  to  your  husbands.  We  are  not  only  spared, 
but  highly  favoured  with  health,  peace,  and  an  abund- 
ance of  temporal  mercies.  I  am  stilt  supported,  and 
in, some  measure  owned,  in  the  pleasing  service  of 
preaching  the  glorious  Gospel  to  my  fellow-sinners ; 
and  I  am  still  happy  in  an  affectionate,  united  people. 
Many  have  been  removed  to  a  better  world,  but  others 
have  been  added  to  us ;  so  that  1  believe  our  numbers 
have  been  rather  increased  than  diminished  from  year 
to  year.  But  most  of  our  old  experienced  believers 
have  finished  their  course,  and  entered  into  their  rest. 
Some  such  we  had,  who  were  highly  exemplary  and 
useful  ornaments  to  their  profession,  and  very  helpful 
to  the  young  of  the  flock.  We  miss  them ;  but  the 
Lord,  who  has  the  fulness  of  the  Spirit,  is,  I  hope, 
bringing  others  forward  to  supply  their  places.  We 
have  to  sing  of  abounding  grace,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  mourn  over  the  aboundings  of  siu  ;  for  too  many  in 
this  neighbourhood  have  resisted  convictions  so  long/ 
that  I  am  afraid  the  Lord  has  given  them  up  to  hard- 
ness of  heart ;  they  are  either  obstinately  determined  to 
hear  no  more,  or  sit  quietly  under  the  preaching,  and 
seem  to  be  sermon- proof.  Yet  I  hope  and  pray  for  a 
day  of  power  in  favour  of  some  who  have  hitherto  heard 
in  vain.  Blessed  be  God,  we  are  not  without  some 
seasons  of  refreshment,  when  a  sense  of  his  gracious 
presence  makes  the  ordinances  sweet  and  precious. 
Many  miracles  he  has  wrought  among  us  in  the  twelve 
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jears  I  have  been  here.  The  blind  see,  the  deaf  hear, 
the  lepers  are  cleansed,  and  the ,  dead  are  raised  to 
sjpsritual  life.  Pray  for  us  .thai  his  arm  may  be  re^ 
vealed  in  the  midst  of  us. 

As  to  myself,  I  have  had  much  experience  ofthede- 
ceitfulness  of  my  heart  much  ivarfare  on  account  of  the 
remaining  principle  of  ind  welling  sin.    Without  this  ex- 
perience I  should  not  have  known  so  much  of  the  wis- 
dom, power,  grace,  and  compassion  of  Jesus.     I  have 
good  reason  to  commend  him  to  others,  as  a  faithful 
Shepherd,   an   infallible  Physician,  an  unchangeable 
Friend.     I  have  found  him  such.     Hud  he  not  been 
with  me,  and  were  he  not  mighty  to  forgive  and  deliver, 
I  had  long  ago  been  trodden  down  like  mire  in  the 
streets.     He  has  wonderfully  preserved  me  in  my  out- 
ivard  walk,  so  that  they  who  have  watched  for  my  halt- 
ing have  been  disappointed,     fiut  He  alone  knows  the 
innumerable  backslidings,  and  the  great  perverseness 
of  my  heart.     It  is  of  his  grace  and  mercy  that  I  am 
what  I  am  ;  having  obtained  help  of  him,  I  continue  to 
this  day.     And  He  enables  me  to  believe  that  he  will 
keep  me  to  thq  end,  and  that  then  I  shall  be  with  him 
forever. 

I  hope  your  souls  prosper,  and  that  all  the  comforts, 
employments,  cares,  and  trials  of  life,  are  sanctified  by 
his  blessing,  to  lead  you  to  a  more  imtnediate  depend- 
ence upon  himself;  that  he  enables  you  to  glorify 
him  in  your  families  and  connexions,  and  conforms  you 
to  his  image,  in  love,  spirituality,  meekness,  and  resigna- 
Uon.  Many  things  must  be  attended  to  in  their  places ; 
but,  O  the  blessing  of  being  taught  to  do  and  to  bear 
all  things  for  his  sake !  The  iiie  of  laith  is,  to  be  con- 
tinually waiting  on  him,  receiving  from  him,  rendering 
to  him,  resting  in  him,  and  acting  for  him.     In  every 


Other  iriev  the  present  state  is  vanity  and  vaatioo  of 
spirit  But  when  the  love  of  Jesus  is  the  leadiog  and 
CQostiminiog  motive  of  our  coaducti  the  necessarj  busi« 
ness  of  every  day,  in  the  house,  the  shop,  or  the  fields 
ia  ennobled,  and  makes  a  part  of  our  religious  worship ; 
ubile  every  dispensation  of  Providence,  whether  plea^ 
sant  or  painful  to  the  fleshy  is  received  and  rested  in  aa 
an  intimation  of  his  will,  and  an  evidence  of  his  love 
and  care  for  us.  Happy  they  who  do  not  stop  short  in 
names,  forms,  and  notions,  but  are  desirous  of  knowing 
what  effects  such  a  gospel  as  we  profess  is  capable  of 
producing  in  the  spirit  and  conduct  of  those  to  whom  it 
comes,  not  in  word  only,  but  in  the  demonstration  and 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

.  I  commend  you  and  yours  to  the  Lord.  I  shall 
always  be  glad  to  hear  from  you ;  and  remain  your 
affectionate  friend  and  servant 


LETTER  XVIII. 

To  Mrs.  €••••• 
My  clear  Friend,  June  12,  1779. 

JL  our  last  IcUer  was  long  in  coming;  but  I  have  de* 
prived  myself  of  all  right  of  complaining  by  the  slow- 
ness of  my  answer.  You  plead  want  of  time  ;  allow 
me  to  plead  the  same.  During  the  first  years  of  our 
qorrespondence  you  had  no  family,  and  I  had  few.  en« 
gagements,  compared  to  what  I  have  had  since.  As  we 
grow  older,  connexions  and  businesses  multiply,  whilei 
alas !  for  my  part,  my  ability  to  attend  to  the  many 
things  wj)icb  call  upon .  nie^  seems  rather  to  decline^ 


Ity  refiiM  ibf  you  rtill  submto^  txiA  I  u§e  you  Ii6 
tirors^  rhitn  I  am  constraned  to  use  many  others  whoii 
I  have  long  and  deariy  loted,  and  who  have  equal  fetf^ 
son  to  say  I  am  become  a  poor  correspondent 

For  three  years  past  Mrs.  N****  has  experienced 
mticb  ill  health ;  and  tbis^  alone  has  abridged  me  of  man^ 
of  those  hours  which  I  us6d  to  employ  in  writing  to  m^ 
friends.  Of  late  she  has  been  bevtl^r  upon  the  whole^ 
but  seldom  comfortably  well  for  many  weeks  together 
But  in  the  course  of  these  trials  \ri  have  had  much  ek'* 
periience  of  the  Lord's  goodness  and  compassion ;  andl 
have  found  him,  and  still  find  bim,  a  God  hearing 
prayer,  a  very  pleasant  help  in  time  of  trouble.  She 
joins  with  me  in  love  to  you  both,  to  Mrs.  H****,  and 
my  otlier  friend  at  Y  *  ■■*,  whose  name  used  to  stand 
with  yours,  and  uf  whom  I  have  heard  nothing  for  H 
long  time.  ' 

-  The  life  of  leisure  you  once  had  is  now  changed  for 
the  case  of  a  family.  It  is  an  honourable  and  impor* 
tant  charge.  I  hope  the  Lord  continues  to  bless  you  in 
it ;  and  that  you  have  comfort  in  seeing  your  children 
grow  up  like  olive  plants  about  your  table.  May  he 
give  you  wisdom  and  success  in  your  attempts  to  bring 
them  up  for  the  Lord ;  that  in  due  time  you,  and  the 
children  he  has  given  you,  may  appear  together  at  his 
right  hand. 

As  to  myself,  thous^h  I  have  now  entered  the  six- 

teentli  year  of  my  ministry  here,   and  have  almost 

finished   the  fifty-fourth    of  my  life,  my  health  and 

strength,   through   his    blessing,    continue   firm ;  and 

through  his  mercy  I  feel  myself  no  more  weary  in  his 

service,  or  weary  of  it,  than  at  first.   I  have  comfort  in 

the  flock  he  has  committed  to  my  care :  I  have  seen 

many  of  them  depart  in  peace,  and  I  rejoice  to  think 
Vol.  VI.  I 
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tfaey  wn  safely  boosed  out  of  the  reach  of  storms.  He 
bas  from  time  to  time  raised  up  others  to  supply  their 
placem  aod  io  general  they  walk  agreeably  to  the  Gos- 
pel, in  peace  among  themselves,  and  united  in  affection 
to  me.  I  speak  of  the  serious  people  chif  fly.  Multi- 
tudes in  the  town  are  mere  hearers ;  and  some  will  not 
bear  at  all.  But  all.  behave  civil,  and  give  me  no  other 
trouble  than  that  which  I  ought  to  feel  most  sensibly,  a 
concern  for  their  precious  souls,  that  when  the  light  of 
the  Gospel  shines  around  them,  there  should  be  so 
many  who  preter  darkness  to  light,  because  their  deeds 
are  evil.  ' 

Every  year,  and  indeed  every  day,  aflbrds  me  new 
proofe  of  the  evil  and  deceitiulness  of  my  heart,  aAd  of 
my  utter  insufficiency  to  think  even  a  good  thought  o£ 
myself.     But  I  trust  in  the  course  of  various  excrcisesi 
I  have  been  taught  more  of  the  power,  grace,  and  all- 
sufficiency  of  Jesus.     I  can  commend  him  to  others, 
not  from  hearsay  but  from  my  own  experience.     His 
name  is  precious ;  his  love  is  wonderful ;  his  compas-; 
sions  are  boundless.     I  trust  I  am  enabled  to  choose 
bim  as  my  all,  my  Lord,   my  strength,  my  Saviour, 
my  portion.     I  long  for  more  grace  to  love  him  better ; 
for,  alas !  I  have  reason  to  number  myself  among  the  ' 
least  of  saints  and  the  chief  of  sinners. 

I  am  yours. 


«•»! 


I.- 


TWENTY-ONE  LETTERS 


TO 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  W****, 


LETTER  I. 
To  Mr.  W*»»». 

Bear  Sir,  Jan.  35,  1766. 


Y. 


OU,  (and  consequently  MrsI  'VT****,  foryou  cannot 
suffer  alone,)  have  lately  been  in  the  furnace,  and  are 
now  brought  safely  out     I  hope  you  have  much  to  say 
6f  the  grace,  care,  and  skill  of  the   great   Refiner^ 
who  watched  over  you  ;  and  that  you  have  lost  nothing 
4)ut  dross.     Let  this  experience  be  treasured  up  in  your 
hearts    for  the  use  of  future  times.     Other  trials  will 
come :  but  you  have  found  the  Lord  faithful  to  his  pro- 
mise, and  have  good  encouragement  to  trust  him  again. 
I  would  take  the  liberty  to  address  myself  particularly 
to  dear  Mrs.  ****,  upon  a  theme  my  heart  is  well  ac- 
quainted with.     You  know  your  weak  side ;  endeavour 
to  set  a  double  guard  of  prayer  there.     Our  earthly 
comforts  would  be  doubly  sweet,  if  we  could  but  venture 
them  without  anxiety  in  the  Lord's  hands.     And  where 
can  we  lodge  them  so  safely  ?     Is  not  the  first  gift,  the 
continuance,  the  blessing  which  makes  them  pleasing,  all 
from  him  ?  Was  not  his  design  in  all  thb  that  we  should 
be  happy  in  them  ?     llow  then  can  we  fear  that  he  will 
threaten  them^  much  less  take  Item  away,  but  with  a 
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riew  to  our  farther  benefit  ?  Let  us  suppose  the  thing 
we  are  most  afraid  of  actually  to  happen.  Can  it  come  a 
moment  sooner,  or  in  any  other  way  than  by  bis  appoint- 
ment? Is  he  not  gracious  and  faithful  to  support  us 
under  the  stroke  ?  Is  he  not  rich  enough  to  give  us 
something  better  than  ever  he  will  take  away  ?  Is  not 
the  light  of  his  countenance  bettei:  than  life  and  all  its 
most  valued  enjoyments?  Is  tiot  this  dur  time  of  trial, 
and  are  we  not  travelling  towards  a  land  of  light? — 
Methinks  when  we  view  things  in  the  light  of  eternity,  it 
is  much  the  same  whether  the  separating  stroke  arrives 
at  the  end  of  seven  or  seventy  years ;  since,  come 
when  it  will,  it  must  and  will  be  felt ;  but  one  draught  of 
the  river  of  pleasure  at  God's  right  hand  will  make  U9 
forget  our  sorrows  for  ever ;  or  the  remembrance,  if 
any,  will  only  serve  to  heighten  our  Joys. — Further,  ubat 
'j^fe  did  be  lead  whom  we  call  our  Master  and  our 
Lord  ?  Was  not  he  a  man  ot  sorrows  and  acquainted 
with  grief  ?  has  he  marked  out  one  way  to  heaven 
with  his  painful  footsteps,  and  shall  we  expect,  or  even 
wish  to  walk  in  another  ?  With  such  considerations  ai 
these,  we  should  endeavour  to  arm  our  miiuls,  and  pray 
to  the  Lord  to  fix  a  sense  of  them  in  our  hearts,  and  to 
renew  it  Irom  time  to  time  \  that  when  changes  are  either 
feared  or  felt,  we  may  not  be  like  the  people  of  the 
world,  who  have  no  hope,  no  reluge,  no  throne  of  grace, 
but  may  be  enabled  to  glorify  our  God  in  the  fire,  and 
give  proof  that  his  grace  is  sufficient  for  us  in  every 
State.  It  is  neither  comfortable  for  ourselves,  nor  ho- 
irable  to  our  profession,  to  start  at  every  shaking 
r>'  If  we  arc  sensible  of  lliis,  mourn  over  our  in- 
lities  before  tho  Lord,  and  faithfully  strive  in  prayer 
the  icar  thaLjj^asily  besets  us  ;  he  can,  and 
(than  UMith  strength  in  our  souls,  and 


make  ui  more  than  conquerors^  acoordiDg  to  lib  rart 

• 

pTOBUSa* 

A  proneness  to  idolatry  ia  oar  bosom  su :  I  hava 

smarted  for  it      I  dare  not  say  I  am  cured ;  yet  I 

-would  hope  the  Lord's  fffndertiil  interchange  of  coo^ 

forts  and  cbastisementaha^  not  been  wholly  lost  upon 

-me,  but  have  been  accompanied  with  some  measare  of 

his  sanctiiying  grace.     At  present,  that  is,  ever  smce 

iny  settlement  at  «■■■»,  I  have  been  fiivoured  with  an 

interval  of  ease.     I  never  had  so  long  and  |i;eneral  an 

exemption  from  sharp  trials.    '  When  I  consider  aoi 

feel  what  I   am,  I  am  amaaed  at  his  forbearance. 

Surely  I  deserve  to  be  visited  with  breach  upon  breach. 

But  his  compassions  are  infinite.    Yet  I  must  not  ex* 

*  pect  to  have  always  fair  weather  in  a  changeable  world* 

I  would  desire  neither  lo  presume  that  my  moootain 

stands  strong,  nor  yet  to  afiict  myself  with  iieedlett  a|i- 

prehension  of  what  a  day  may  bring  forth.      O  that  I 

could  improve  the  present,  and  cheerfully  commit  the 

future  to  him  who  does  all  things  wisely  and  well,  and 

has  promised  that  all  shall  work  together  for  good  I 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  very  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 


To  Mp».  W«»»». 

LETTER  II. 

My  dear  Madam,  March  S,  1766. 

W  HEN.  I  sent  you  my  well-meant,  though  free,  advice 
in  my  last  letter  to  Mr.  **^^  I  was  little  aware  how 
soon  I  should  be  called  tO'4Aractise  my  own  lesson. 

m 
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Howetfer^  apon  trial,  I  can  confirm  what  I  then  said^ 
and  assure  }0u,  upon  new  and  repeated  experience; 
that  the  Lord  is  good,  a  strong  bold  in  the  day  of  trou- 
ble, and  he  knoweth  them  that  put  then*  trust  in  him. 
The  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  put  us  in  die  fire ;  bu^ 
blessed  be  his  name,  we  are  not  burnt    O  that  wei 
may  be  brought  out  refined,  and  that  the  event  may  be 
to  the  praise  of  his  grace  and  power !  Mrs.  ****  was 
taken  illj  on  Monday  the  24th  of  February ;  and  from 
that  tin  last  Wednesday  was  a  sharp  season.     But  let 
'  ine  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that  this  visitation  was  ac- 
companied with  spiritual  supports  both  to  her  and  to 
myself.      I  hope  we  may  say,'  the  Lord  drew  near  in 
the  day  of  distress,  and  gave  us  some  degree  of  peace- 
ful resignation  to  his  will.      Yet  the  evil  heart  of  im*- 
patience  and  unbelief  had  room  to  show  itself,  (I  speak 
fbt  one,)  and  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to  lie  ashamed 
in  the  dhst,  and  cry,  *'  Unclean,  unclean."    But  truly 
God  is  good  ;  he  considers  our  frame ;  he  remembers 
we  are  but  dust :  be  delighteth  in  mercy,  and  there- 
fore  we  are  not  consumed. 

I  believe  the  Lord  gave  our  dear  people  a  remark- 
able tenderness  of  spirit  to  sympathize  with  us,  and  to 
strive  in  prayer  as  one  man  in  our  behalf.  O  !  what  a 
privilege  is  it  to  be  interested  in  the  prayers  of  those 
who  fear  the  Lord  !— James,  v.  15.  I  liope  I  shall 
consider  her  recovery  in  this  view-^as  the  effect  offer- 
vent  prayer.  May  it  likewise  prove  an  occasion  of 
much  praise  to  a  prayer-hearing  God. 

May  my  soul  learn  by  what  I  have  lately  felt,  and 
may  you  and  yours  learn  at  a  cheaper  rate,  to  keep 
closer  to  the  Lord  than  ever.  After  all,  this  is  but  a 
reprieve :  separation,  sooner  or  later,  must  take  place. 
The  day  must  come  when  all  creature- comforts  shall 
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vanish.  And  when  we  view  things  in  the  light  of  eter- 
nity, it  seems  comparatively  of  small  moment  whether 
it  is  this  year  or  twenty  years  hence.  If  we  are  inter- 
ested  in  the  covenant  of  grace;  if  Jesus  jsour  beloved^ 
and  heaven  our  home ;  we  may  be  cast  down  for  a  little 
season,  but  we  cannqt  be  destroyed  ;  nay,  we  shall  not 
be  overpow*ered.  Our  faithful  God  will  surely  make 
our  strength  equal  to  our  day ;  he  that  has  delivered^ 
and  does  deliver,  will  deliver  to  the  end  ;  and  it  w  ill  not 
be  long  before  he  will  wipe  away  all  tears  from  uur 
eyes.  Therefore  let  us  not  fear :  whatever  sufferingp 
may  be  yet  appointed  for  us,  tbey  shall  work  together 
/or  our  good  ;  and  they  are  but  light  and  momentary  io 
comparison  of  that  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory  to  which  we  are  drawing  nearer  every  hour. 
.  Well,  the  day  is  coming  when  all  the  Lord  a  people 
who  are  scattered  abroad,  who  praise  him  indifferent 
ages  and  different  languages,  shall  be  collected  toge- 
ther, and  stand  with  one  heart,  consent,  and  voice  before 
the  throne.  O  the  glorious  assembly !  how  white  art 
their  robes,  how  resplendent  their  crowns,  how  melodi- 
ous their  harps !  Every  hour  the  chorus  is  augmented 
by  the  accession  of  fresh  voices ;  and  ere  long  we  hope 
to  join  them.  Then  shall  we  remember  the  way  bj 
which  the  Lord  led  ns  through  this  dark  wilderness ; 
and  shall  see  that  all  our  afflictions,  our  heaviest  af- 
flictions, were  tender  mercies,  no  less  than  our  most 
pleasing  comforts.  What  we  shall  then  see,  it  is  now 
miT  privilege  and  duty  to  believe. 
Believe  me  to  be,  dear  Madam, 

Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 


4||l  HMru  Jr«*««.  Ibeb-t. 


LETTER  III. 


To  Mr*.  W*»*» 


I 


Very  dear  Madam,  Jufj  94, 1766. 


AM  truly  glad,  that  Mr.  ****  and  you  go  on  comforl*. 
fibly«  For  m  I  trust  you  do  upon  the  whole,  ootwith- 
^ta^ding  the  incidental  workings  of  unbelief  and  tenipta*- 
ticNi.  These,  like  fits  of  the  tooth-ach,  though  trouble^ 
SonWy  are  not  mortal ;  and  only  give  us  painful  but  ne*;. 
cestary  conviction  of  the  need  we  have  of  a  conipas^ 
aionate  and  almighty  Physician.  They  are  like  winds 
to  the  trees,  which  threaten  to  blow  them  quite  down^ 
hot  in  reality,  by  bowing  them  every  way,  lousen  the 
frbuod  ibout  them^  circulate  the  sap,  and  cause  them 
to  strike  their  roots  to  a  greater  depth,  and  thereby  se- 
ture  their  standing.  If  a  tree  were  to  grow  all  upwards^ 
and  the  roots  not  to  enlarge  in  proportion  to  the  branches^ 
it  would  be  laid  flat  upon  the  ground  by  the  first  storm. 
It  is  equally  unsafe  for  a  believer  to  be  top-heavy ; 
and  therefore  the  Lord  suits  and  changes  his  dispensa* 
tioDS,  that,  as  they  increase  in  gifts,  knowledge,  judg- 
fltant,  and  usefulness,  they  may  grow  downwards  like- 
wise, and  increase  in  humility.  Since  we  have  been  en* 
Med  to  put  ourselves  in  his  hands,  let  us  stand  to  our 
surrender,  and  leave  him  to  carry  on  his  work  in  his  own 
way.  It  is  a'  commonly  received  maxim,  that  if  short- 
^ghted,  feeble  man  were  to  have  the  distribution  of  the 
weather,  we  should  have  but  poor  harvests.  But,  indeed 
we  are  as  well  qualified  to  direct  and  manage  the  sea* 
sons  of  the  year^  as  we  are  to  prescribe  what  dispe^sa- 


tions  are  most  proper  to  promote  the  growth  of  grace  in 
our  souU.  Rejoice,  therefore,  my  dear  friends,  that  j% 
are  God's  husbandry.  The  early  i^d  the  latter  rain,  and 
the  cheerful  beams  ofthe  Sun  of  Righteousness,  aresurely 
promised  to  ripen  your  souls  for  glory; — but  storms  and 
frosts  likewise  are  useful  and  seasonable  in  their  places^ 
though  we  perhaps  may  think  we  could  do  better  with* 
out  them.  In  our  bright  and  lively  frames,  we  lean 
what  God  can  do  for  us  ;  in  our  dark  and  dull  hoar^ 
we  feel  how  little  we  can  do  without  him ;  and  both  are 
needful  to  perfect  our  experience  and  to  establish  oar 
ihitb.  At  one  time  we  are  enabled  to  rejoice  in  God ; 
at  another  we  are  seeking  after  him  sorrowing :  these 
different  seasons  are  equally  good  in  their  turns,  tbou^ 
flot  eqally  comfortable ;  and  there  is  nothing  we  need 
fear  but  security,  carelessness,  and  presumption.  To 
flunk  ourselves  rich  and  increased  with  goods,  or  to  sup- 
pose we  are  safe  a  moment  longer  than  while  depending^ 
upon  Jesus,  would  he  dangerous.  Let  us  pray  the  Lord 
to  keep  us  from  such  a  mistake ;  and,  as  to  the  rest,  we 
shall  do  well.  Let  us  be  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  use' 
of  all  appointed  means^  especially  in  secret  exercises,  and' 
then  leave  him  to  lead  us  as  bepleaseth;  and,  though  our 
path  should  lie  through  the  fire  or  through  the  water,' 
we  may  trust  his  power  and  love  to  bring  us  safely 
through,  and  at  last  to  fix  us  in  a  wealthy  place,  where* 
our  warfare  and  tears  shall  cease  for  ever. 
I  am,  dear  Madam, 

Your  very  affectionate  and  obliged  servant* 


Vol.  VI.  K 


66  IbJIr.  »^***.    .  Let  4. 


LETTER  IV. 


To  Mr.  W»**». 


I 


My  dear  Sir,  €n\y  %  17 W. 


ic 

■ 


CONGRATULATE  you  on  that  comfortable  de- 
claration,  ^'  We  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus 
f  Christ  the  righteous,  who  now  appears  in  the  presence 
!  of  God^or  us.''  An  awful  cause  we  had  to  managem 
the  court  of  heaven  ;  and  when  we  expected  to  be  ask- 
ed, what  we  could  say,,  that  judgment  should  not  be 
given  and  executed  speedily  against  us,  we  were  dumb 
aod  without  pica.  We  could  not  deny  the  fact,  or  offer 
the  least  amends.  We  could  neither  stand  nor  flee. 
But  ^ince  Jesus  has  been  pleased  to  take  our  affairs  in 
hand,  how  are  appearances  changed !  The  law  is  ful- 
filled, justice  satisfied,  and  heaven  opened  to  those  who 
were  upon  the  brink  of  despair  and  destruction.  And 
Jesus  did  not  plead  for  us  once  only,  but  he  '^  ever 
*^  livetb  to  make  intercession  for  us."  Let  us  then  take 
courage.  That  word  uttermost  includes  all  that  can  be 
said  :  take  an  estimate  of  sins,  temptations,  difficulties, 
fears,  and  backslidings  of  every  kind,  still  the  word  ut^ 
termost  goes  beyond  them  all.  And  since  he  ever  liv- 
etb to  make  intercession,  since  he  is  the  righteous  one 
who  is  always  heard,  since  his  promise  and  compassions 
are  unchangeable,  may  his  spirit  enable  us  to  apply  the 
conclusion  without  wavering  to  our  souls  co'mlort,  that 
he  is  indeed  able,  and  willing,  and  determined,  to  save 
us  even  to  the  uttermost. 

This  poiot  being  comfortably  settled,  that  he  will 


let.*.  3b JHr.  jrwWMi.  «? 

neither  cast  us  off  himself,  nor  suffer  any  to  pluck  us  out 
of  bis  hands,  but  that  he  will  surely  bring  us,  throuj^ 
lire  and  through  water,  to  the  wealthy  place  his  love  has 
provided  for  us  ;  the  next  important  inquiry  is,  since 
we  may  hope  fpr  heaven  at  the  end,  hpw  may  we  at- 
tain as  much  of  heaven  by  the  way,  as  is  possible  to 
be  hoped  for  in  this  defiled  state  of  things  ?  Do  we 
indeed,  through  grace,  hope  to  live  with  Jesus  hereafter? 
then  surely  we  desire  to  walk  with  him  here.  When  I 
spfeak  pf  walking  with  Jesus,  my  idea  is  helped  by  con- 
sidering how  it  was  with  his  disciples.  They  lived  in 
his  presence ;  while  he  staid  in  a  place,  they  staid  ;  and 
when  he  removed,  they  went  with  him.  Having  him 
thus  always  near,  always  in  view,  the  sight  of  him  un- 
doubtedly gave  a  composure  to  their  whole  behaviour/ 
and  was  a  check  upon  their  eyes,  their  tongues,  and  their 
actions.  Again,  when  they  had  difficulties  and  hard 
questions  upon  their  minds,  they  did  not  puzzle  them- 
selves with  vain  reasonings  ;  when  they  were  in  want, 
they  looked  to  him  for  a  supply  ;  and  when  in  danger, 
though  liable  to  fear,  yet  recollecting  that  he  was  with 
them,  they  little  doubted  of  deliverance.  Now  I  want 
a  faith  that  shall  in  these  respects  be  the  evidence  of 
things  not  seen  ;  I  mean,  to  have  such  an  abiding,  ex- 
perimental conviction  of  his  nearness  and  presence  as 
if  I  actually  saw  him.  Surely  if  he  were  now  upon 
earth,  and  I  expected  a  visit  from  him  this  afternoon, 
my  heart  would  bound  at  the  thouglit.  With  what  a 
mixture  of  joy  and  fear  should  I  open  the  door  to  re- 
ceive him  !  How  cautious  should  I  be,  not  to  do  or 
say  any  thing  that  might  grieve  him,  and  shorten  his 
stay  with  me !  and  how  gladly,  if  he  gave  mc  leave 
to  speak,  should  I  catch  the  opportunity  of  telling  him 
a/l!  Surely  I  should  be  unwilling  to  let  him  go  till  he 
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hmi  heilod  ay  breaches  and  reaewed  ny  etrength ;  till 
he  bad  iaugbt  me  belter  how  to  serve  him,  and  promised 
la  aappoit  and  own  tne  in  his  service  ;  and  if  I  heard 
him  say,  with  an  audible  voice,  ^^  Thougb  they  fight 
H against  tbee,  they  shall  not  prevail,  for  I  am  with  tbea 
**'  to  deliver  thee, "  I  should  be  ready  to  bid  adieu  to 
isarand  to  triumph  is  the  Psalmist's  language,  ^'  Though 
?  an  host  should  rise  against  me,  in  this  will  I  be  con^ 
*  fident"  But,  alas,  my  unbelieving  heart !  are  these 
things  not  true,  even  at  present  r  Is  he  not  as  near  and 
as  kind  ?  Have  I  not  the  same  reasons  and  the  same 
aocoonigement  to  set  him  always  before  me,  and  to  tell 
him-  my  wants,  my  fears,  and  my  dangers,  as  if  1  saw 
him  with  my  bodily  eyes  ?  From  hence  it  appears  with 
what  propriety  the  Chrbtian  life  is  called  the  life  of 
£sitb,  and  from  hence  likewise  it  too  plainly  appears, 
ttiat  though  I  am  by  office  called  to  teach  others,  I  have 
need  to  be  taught  myself  the  first  and  plainest,  princi*^ 
pies  of  my  profession.  Lord  increase  my  faith. 
I  am,  with  great  sincerity,  dear  Sii", 

Your  most  obliged  and  affectionate  servant 


LETTER  V, 
To  Mr.  W*»*-. 

I  « 

Dear  Sir,  October  :j,  1767 

XT  is  because  I  love  you  that  I  rejoice  to  think  you 
are  in  the  Lord's  hands,  and  that  I  desire  to  leave  you 
tber^.  tjappy  is  the  state  of  a  believer;  to  such,  all 
tbipgs  are  tor  good.  Health  is  a  Messing,  a  great 
n^cy,  enabling  us  to  relish  the  corulorls  of  life,  and  to 


te  jiieAl  in  our  genemiiom;  aod  sickness  is  a  grsat 
mcficjF  likewise  to  those  wha  are  iaterested  in  the  cov^ 
nsot ;  for  it  is  and  shall  be  sanctified  to  wean  us  mora 
inom  the  present  world,  to  stir  up  our  thoughts  and  de- 
Mses  faeaven^ward,  to  quicken  us  to  prayer,  and  to  give 
as  more  opportunity  of  knowing  the  sweetness  and  suit« 
ableness  of  the  premises,  and  the  power  and  wisdom  of 
a:  prcmiise-performing  God.    Troubles  have  many  uses 
when  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  work  by  them  for  the  good 
ci  bis  children,  and  are  necessary  upon  this  account^ 
aoKMigst  others,  that  we  should  miss  the  time,  relish, 
and  meaning  of  a  great  part  ot  the  Bible  without  them. 
I  hope  the  Lord  blesses  you  both  with  a  measure  ol 
submission  to  bis  will,  confidence  in  his  love,  and  then, 
with  respect  to  other  things,  you  will  say,  All  is  well ; 
uncertainty  and  brevity  are  written  upon  all  below  ; 
therefore  may  we  be  enabled  both  to  weep  and  rejoice 
as  those  who  know  we  shall  do  neither  very  long  hers; 
By  the  Lord^s  goodness,  it  is.  appointed  both  for  you 
and  for  us  to  have  more  temporal  happiness  ia  posses- 
sion than  Che  greatest  part  oi  mankind  have  iu  idea, 
and  yet  our  best  here  would  be  a  poor  all,  if  it  was  indeed 
our  ali*     VVe  should  be  tliaokiul  tor  present  things; 
but,  O  what  great  thankfulness  for  spiritual  blessings, 
for  pardon,  peace,  and  eternal  lite !  Our  gourds  must 
one  day  wither;  but  our  portion  will  be  ours  for  ever. 
Jesus,  the  fountain,  will  be  full,  when  every  creature- 
stream  will  be  dried  up.     Such  discoveries  of  his  pre- 
sence at  we  have  a  warrant  to  pray  for  here,  are  suffi- 
cient to  comfort  us  under  all  the  pains,  losses,  and  trials 
we  can  feel  or  fear ;  but  still  it  will  not  appear  by  all 
that  he  will  give  or  show  us  in  the  present  life,  what  we 
shall  be  when  ue  see  him  as  he  is,  and  are  made  per- 
tectly  like  him.     O  i  then  let  us  rejoice  in  the  Lord, 
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and  welcome  every  dispensatioD,  knowing  and  believing 
that  all  we  receive  is  conveyed  to  us  by  infinite  love 
and  unerring  wisdom. 

g*#*»  A****  has  been  sick  nigh  unto  death ;    we 
know  not  well  how  to  spare  her,  as  she  is  very  useful 
in  her  situation,  and  has  been  often  made,  (though  with- 
out, her  intending  or  observing  it,)  a  teacher  to  me. 
The  Lord  has  heard  prayer  on  her  behalf,  and  she  is 
raised  up  again.  I  look  upon  our  old  believers  here,  as 
misers  look  upon  their  gold,  with  a  mixture  of  plea- 
sure and  pain.     I  am  daily  apprehensive  some  of  them 
will  be  called  home ;  but  I  long  and  pray  that,  before 
they  are  removed,  others  may  be  raised  up  to  supply 
their  places.    I  wish  I  had  it  more  at  heart.    The  work, 
seems,  (so  far  as  it  comes  under  my  knowledge,)  much 
at  a  stand  as  to  new  awakenings  and  conversions.     I 
trust  you  will  pray  for  us,  that  the  arm  of  the  Lord  may 
be  revealed.     Things  go  on  comfortably  in  our  society  : 
I  can  see  some  grow ;  and  I  think  there  are  few  of  them 
with  whom  I  am  not  better  satisfied  than  with  myself. 
My  coldness  and  stupidity  when  I  am  retired  out  of 
sight  is  amazing.      Blessed  be  the  Lord,  I  hope  I  can 
say,  it  is  burthensome,  and  robs  me  of  much  of  the 
comfort  I  might  otherwise  enjoy  in  the  many  blessings ' 
the  Lord  affords  me.      But  why  should  I  weary  you 
with  my  complaints?    Let  us  turn  our  thoughts  to 
Jesus.     In  him  we  have  peace,  wisdom,  righteousness, 
an(,l  power.   He  knows  our  weakness,  wants,  and  tempt- 
ations, and  is  every  way  a  suitable  High  Priest  and 
Saviour.     May  tlie  Lord  give  you  a  sense  of  his  love 
while  you  are  reading  this.    May  his  peace  rest  in  your 
hearts,   and  his  presence  dwell  in  your  house.      May 
your  children  be  all  taught  of  God,  and  your  servants 
be  the  servants  of  Jesus.     May  we  all  be  daily  grow- 
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ipg  io  ius  knowledge  and  grace,  be  guided  by  his  counsel 
thiXHigb  the  present  life,  and  at  last  meet  in  glory.  Be* 
lieve  that  our  hearts  are  with  you,  and  diat  we  have  an 
ai^tionate  sense  of  all  your  kindness,  particularly  in 
coming  to  see  us. 

I  am  your  affectionate  and  obliged. 


I 


To  Mrs.  W»*»». 


My  dear  Madam,  October  31, 1767. 


HEAR  you  still  continue  poorly  in  health :  shall  I 
say  I  am  sorry  .^  I  hope  this  is  allowable;  we  have  the 
best  example  and  authority  to  sympathize  with  suffering 
friendd.    Yet  our  sorrow  should  be  mixed  with  joy,  for 
we  are  directed  to  rejoice  always  in  the  Lord ;  al- 
ways— not  on\y  when  we  are  well,  but  when  we  arc 
sick ;  not  only  upon  the  mount,  but  in  the  valley.     I 
rejoice,  therefore,  that  you  are  in  safe  hands ;  in  the 
hands  of  Him  whom  you  love  best,  and  who  best  loves 
you.     You  need  not  fear  that  he  will  lay  more  upon 
you  than  you  are  able  to  bear,  for  he  has  engaged  his 
faithfulness  to  the  contrary.*      I  trust  this  sickness  of 
your  body  is,  and  shall  be,  for  the  health  of  your  soul ; 
yea,  perhaps  even  now,  if  you  were  able  to  write,  you 
would  tell  me  that  as  your  afflictions  abound,  your  con- 
solations in  Christ  do  much  more  abound.      All  the 
fruit  shall  be  to  take  away  sin ;  therefore  be  of  good 
courage:  behold  we  count  them  happy  that  endure ;  yea, 
blessed  are  those  servants  whom  the  Lord  chastiseth. 
Now  he  deals  with  you  as  a  child  ;  he  intends  this  dis- 


peoNitioA  to  revive  ioyoa  a  sense  of  Ito  wicertaiii^f 
and  vanity  of  all  ttunffs  here  below,  to  give  yon  a  nearer 
andckaer  perception  of  the  importance  and^  reality  of 
unseen  things ;  to  afford  you  the  honour  of  a  eonfonm 
ity  to  Jesus,  who  went  through  sufferings  to  the  king^ 
dom.  But  how  different  were  his  sufferings  from  yours  ? 
There  is  no  sting  in  your  fod,  nor  wrath  in  your  cup ; 
your  pains  and  infirmities  do  not  cause  you  to  sweat 
blood,  nor  are  you  left  to  cry  out,  ^^  My  God,  my  God, 
*^  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  V*  Then,  again,  our  trials 
are  intermixed  with  abundance  of  mercies ;  temporal 
mercies,  which  appear  exceedingly  valuable  to  those 
who  feel  the  want  of  them,  and  have  a  load  of  poverty, 
neglect,  &c.  superadded  to  grievous  pains  and  sick- 
nesses to  struggle  with ;  but,  especially,  spiritual  mer- 
ries.    In  a  time  of  sickness  we  may  see  in  the  strongest 
fight  the  privilege  of  bring  a  believer,  to  have  a  right  to 
cast  oursrives  and  our  all  upon  the  covenant  mercies  of 
a  God  itt  Christ.      Sickness  is  a  bitter  evil  indeed  to 
those  who  have  no  God  to  go  to ;  who  can  have  no 
relief  fipom  their  earthly  friends,  and  yet  know  not  where 
else  to  apply  either  for  patience  or  deliverance.    When 
you   meditate  on  these  things,  I  trust  you  find  your 
heart  sweetly  composed  into  a  frame  of  resignation  to 
bear,  as  well  as  to  do,  the  will  of  your  heavenly  Father ; 
and  though  your  recovery  may  be  slow,  and  your  phy- 
sirians  shake  their  heads,  as  uncertain  what  to  try  for 
you,  yet  when  the  fit  time  is  come,  the  great  Physician 
who  has  taken  charge  of  your  case  can  heal  you  pre- 
sently.    Diseases  hear  his  voice.      To  the  Lord  our 
God  belong  the  issues  from  death.      I  pray  as  I  an 
enabled  for  your  recovery  at  the  best  season,  but  espe- 
cially that  the  rod  may  be  sanctified,  and  you  brought 
iirom  the  furnace  refined  as  gold. 


•  I  ttympathMe  likewise  witb  dear  Mr.  **** ;  nay,  per* 
IiapB  he  is  mord  to  be  pitied  than  you;  You-  know  what 
joo  feel,  but  hi8>affection  will  be  apt  to  aggravate  every 
dreumstance,  and  his  imagination  be  busy  in  painting 
mad  foreboding  scenes  which  I  hope  will  not  yet  tak« 
place.  I  know  what  it  is,  by  repeated  experience,  to 
watch  night  and:  day  with  anxiety  over  a  life  in  many 
respects  dearer  to  me  than  my  own.  I  have  been  a 
long  student  in  this  school,  and  can  tell  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  by  experience,  that  the  Lord  our  God  is  faithful 
and  merciful.  When  he  makes  two  persons  happy  in 
a  mutual  affection,  he  sees  now  and  then  a  need-be  to 
put  their  fiEiith  and  patience  to  a  trial,  and  to  quicken 
them  to  prayer  by  touching  them  where  they  are  most 
sensible  ;  hereby  he  humbles  us  for  the  idolatry,  unbe- 
liefl  and  ingratitude  of  our  hearts.  But  he  pities  us  still, 
and  takes  occasion  from  our  distresses  to  make  the 
suitableness  and  seasonableness  of  his  mercy  and  power 
more  clearly  manifested.  Some  time  ago  this  was  my 
trial.  -  I  know  that  you  then  bore  a  friendly  part  with 
me,  and  remembered  me  at  the  throne  of  grace.  I 
hope  I  shall  now  do  my  best  to  repay  your  labour  of 
love.  I  wish  we  may  learn  from  all  our  changes,  to  be 
sober  and  -  watchful,  not  to  rest  in  grace  received,  in  ex- 
perience or  comforts,  but  still  to  be  pressing  forward, 
and  never  think  ourselves  either  safe  or  happy,  but 
when  we  are  beholding  the  glory  of  Christ  by  the  light 
of  faith  in  the  glass  of  the  Gospel.  To  view  him  as 
God  manifest  in  the  flesh,  as  all  in  all  in  himself,  and 
all  in  all  for  us  ;  this  b  cheering,  this  is  strengthen- 
ing,, this  makes  hard  things  easy,  and  bitter  things 
sweet.  This  includes  all  I  can  wish  for  my  dear 
friends,  that  you  may  grow  in  grace,  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Jesus«  To  know  him,  is  the  shortest  descrip- 
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tion  of  true  grftce;  to  know  him  better,  it  the  siimt 
fkimrk  of  growth  in  grace ;  to  know  biiD  perfectly,  ki 
eternal  life.  This  is  the  prise  of  our  high  cadling ;  the 
aoin  and  substance  of  all  we  can  desire  or  hope  for  iis^ 
to  see  him  as  he  is,  and  to  be  like  him ;  and  to  this  bo» 
nour  and  happiness  he  will  surely  bring  all  that  love  his 
name.  We  need  not  think  much  of  any  way  that  leads 
to  thb  blessed  end. 

I  am,  with  a  sincere  regard, 
Your  most  affectionate  friend  and  otlig^  servant 


I 


LETTER  Vll. 

ToMr.  W»"». 
M7  dear  Sir,  October  Id,  ires. 


HOPE  your  souls  prosper;  that  the  Lord  hears  from 
you  and  you  irom  him  often  ;  and  that  you  both  live  a 
life  of  faith  in  the  Son  of  God,  are  strong  in  his  mighty 
and  comforted  by  refreshing  views  of  his  glory.  The 
great  secret  of  our  profession,  (O  that  I  could  learn  it 
better !)  b  to  be  looking  at  Jesus.  I  am  a  stranger  to 
the  court ;  but  I  am  told  that  those  nho  wait  there 
form  themselves  into  little  pai  ties,  have  their  own  con* 
versation,  or  make  their  remarks  upon  what  passes^ 
till  the  king  appears ;  then  every  thing  is  hushed  and 
dropped,  and  their  attention  is  fixed  upon  him  alone. 
O  !  that  thus  by  the  eye  of  faith  we  might  obtain  such 
a  sight  of  the  glory,  beauty,  and  love  of  King  Jesus,  as 
might  unite  our  scattered  thoughts,  and  attract  all  our 
powers  and  affections  to  himself.  But,  alas  !  we  are 
prone^  (at  least  I  may  speak  for  myself,)  to  forsake  the 


fountaio  of  living  waters,  and  to  hew  out  broken  cia* 
terns.  Instead  of  receiving  him,  I  am  often  looking  in 
Biyself  for  something  to  enable  me  to  do  without  him, 
or  at  least  for  something  to  strengthen  the  warrant  be 
has  given  me  in  his  word  to  come  to  him.  The  Lord 
be  merciful  to  my  unbelief  and  slowness  of  heart;  though 
taught  and  warned  again  and  again,  I  am  frequently  re* 
peating  the  old  mistake,  and  seeking  the  living  among 
the  dead.  I  have  some  faint  idea  of  the  life  of  faith, 
fuid  ew  talk  a  little  about  it ;  but  to  experience  myself 
the  power  of  what  I  preach  to  others,  this  is  too  often 
what  I  find  not.  Yet  I  must  praise  him ;  if  I  did  not^ 
migbt  not  the  very  stones  cry  out  and  shame  me?  for 
surely  be  has  dealt  marvellously  with  me.  He  found 
me  in  a  waste  bowling  wilderness  ;  in  more  than  the 
prodigal's  distress,  with  my  heart  full  of  madness  and 
rebellion,  and  beset  with  horror  on  every  side.  In  this 
state  I  was  when  he  first  passed  by  me,  and  bid  me  live- 
He  sent  from  on  high,  and  delivered  me  out  of  deep 
waters.  And,  O  what  has  he  not  done  for  me  since  1 
given  me  to  know,  yea,  to  preach,  his  Gospel ;  cast  my 
lot  in  a  pleasant  place ;  filled  and  surrounded  me  with 
mercies  on  every  side ;  and  spoken  good  concerning  me 
for  a  great  while  to  come,  even  for  ever  and  ever. 
Prwe  the  Lord,  O  my  soul  1  Come,  my  dear  friends, 
and  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his 
same  together. 

I  am,  my  dear  friend. 
Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 
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LETTER  VIIL 


To  Mr.  W*»»». 


My  dear  Sir,  July  8,  1769. 

X  HAVE  been  thinking  of  you  and  yours  upon  my 
knees,  and  would  be  thankful  for  the  information  I  had 
yesterday  from  Mr.  ♦***,  that  the  Lord  is  rabing  you 
up  again.  Indeed,  I  have  heard  that,  in  your  illness^ 
you  were  favoured  with  such  sweet  foretastes  of  the 
glory  that  shall  be  revealed,  that  death  appeared  to  you 
not  only  disarmed  of  its  sting,  but  a  very  desirable  mes- 
senger ;  and  that  you  had  strong:  hopes  that  the  hour 
of  your  release  was  at  hand.  In  such  a  frame  it  is  no 
wonder  that  you  longed  to  depart  and' be  with  Christ; 
yet,  as  many  will  have  cause  to  rejoice  at  your  reco- 
very, I  hope  you  likewise  are  made  sweetly  reconciled 
to  life,  and  willing  to  wait  and  suffer  yet  a  little  longer, 
if'by  any  means  the  Lord  shall  be  pleased  to  honour 
you  with  usefulness  in  your  station.  If  we  look  to  our- 
selves only,  and  consider  our  immediate  interest,  who 
that  has  a  good  hope  through  grace  would  not  wish  to 
be  out  of  this  wilderness,  and  at  home  in  our  Father's 
house,  where  all  temptations  and  enemies  shall  be  shut 
out,  and  we  shall  enjoy  the  unclouded  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance for  ever,  without  the  least  abatement  or  inter- 
ruption. But  St.  Paul,  though  he  had  been  taken  up 
into  the  third  heaven,  and  knew  more  of  the  state  of 
glorified  spirits  than  was  perhaps  ever  vouchsafed  to  a 
child  of  Adam  ;  and  though  from  the  tastes  he  had  re- 
ceived, he  bad  very  strong  desires  to  be  at  the  fountain 
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.  head,  jet  was  content  to  defer  the  full  possession  of  his 
happiness  a  little  longer,  if  in  the  mean  time  the  Lord 
,would  be  pleased  to  make  him  serviceable  to  his  church 
and  people.  At  the  longest,  the  time  is  short ;  ten,  or 
twenty,  or  fifty  years,  is  but  a  span  in  comparison  to 
the  eternity  that  awaits  us.  And  though  we  should 
weep  all  the  while,  yet  our  tears  would  ere  long  be 
wiped  away.  If  we  consider  this  life  chiefly  with  re- 
aped to  the  things  which  make  up  a  great  part  of  it,  as 
eating,  drinking  buying,  selling,  putting  on  our  clothes, 
and  putting  them  off,  a  spiritual  mind  may  well  be 
weary  of  such  a  train  of  necessary  trifling.  But  besides 
that,  even  the  common  actions  of  life  are  sanctified,  and 
become  a  part  of  our  acceptable  service,  when  per- 
formed in  a  spirit  of  faith,  love,  and  dependence  ;  this 
life,  poor  as  it  is  in  itself,  will  become  exceedingly  im- 
portant in  one  view.  It  is  the  only  opportunity  we  have 
to  hold  forth  the  power  of  Gospel  truth  in  the  midst  of 
a  crooked  and  perverse  generation,  to  show  our  readi- 
ness to  bear  the  cross,  «and  to  tread  in  the  steps  of  a 
suffering  Saviour,  and  to  be  subservient  to  the  promot- 
ing his  cause,  and  the  encouragement  of  his  people. 
Many  of  our  years  were  wasted  in  the  service  of  sin 
before  we  knew  the  Lord ;  and  though  they  are  happy 
who  are  taken  out  of  this  vain  world  soon  after  their 
conversion,  yet  I  think  they  are  more  honoured  who 
are  preserved  to  bear  a  testimony  to  his  goodness,  and 
to  be  useful  in  their  generation  for  a  course  of  years. 
Therefore  though,  if  the  Lord  had  seen  fit  to  remove 
you,  you  would  have  escaped  some  trials  which  in  this 
world  you  will  be  sure  to  meet  with,  and  would  have 
had  your  hungerinfiis  after  Jesus  abundantly  satisfied ; 
yet  upon  the  account  ot  dear  Mrs.  ****,  your  child- 
ren,  your  place  in  the  church  and  in  the  world,  as  well 
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m  upon  my  own  account,  I  cannot  but  rejoice  tiiat 
there  is  a  prospect  of  your  continuance  longer  on  this 
side  the  grave. 

When  I  look  at  the  state  of  the  land,  I  know  not  how 
lo  spare  one  praying  person.  They  are  the  chariots 
and  the  horsemen  of  our  Israel ;  and  I  hope  you  will 
live  to  be  an  earnest  and  prevalent  pleader  in  behalf  of 
a  sinful  people. 

It  is  a  happy  and  most  desirable  frame  to  be  ready 
and  willing  either  to  live  or  die,  and  to  be  enabled  so 
absolutely  to  give  ourselves  up  to  the  Lord  s  disposal 
as  to  have  no  choice  of  our  own  either  way,  but  only 
intent  upon  improving  to-day,  and  cheerfully  to  leave 
to-morrow  and  all  beyond  it  in  Im  hands,  who  does 
•U  things  well. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servisnt. 


LETTER  IX. 


To  Mr.  ;¥••••. 


My  dear  Sir,  December  2, 1769. 

X  KNOW  our  hearts  are  all  idike  by  nature ;  but  I  have 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  general  tenour  of  your  expe- 
rience is  very  different  from  mine ;  yea,  you  tell  me  so 
yourself.  Through  mercy,  I  am  favoured  with  daylight 
which  is  sufficient  to  see  by ;  but  the  sunshine,  in  which 
many  of  God's  people  rejoice,  is  not  my  portion.  An 
evil  heart  of  unbelief  fills  my  sky,  with  many  clouds ; 
and  though,  so  far  as  the  foundations  of  faith  and  hope 
are  concerned,  I  can  and  do  rejoice,  believing  that  the 
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Lord  bus  loved  me  with  tn  uochan^^ble,  arerbstinj^ 
love,  and  that  he  will  surely  do  me  good  ;  yet  I  aiu  om 
Way  or  other  to  beset  and  cramped  io  my  soul,  ttiat  as 
to  my  frames,  I  often  for  the  most  part  go  mourning  all 
the  day  long.  I  trnst  I  have  the  name  ot  a  child  in  th^ 
Lotd*s  family,  yetl  may  fitly  comparemyselftoaservaot; 
isr  I  set  forth  many  a  dish  to  my  Master's  guests,  of 
which,  (to  my  own  apprehension,)  I  am  not  suffered  to 
taste.  The  Lord  supports,  yea,  he  owns  me,  in  my  pub- 
lic work ;  be  graciously  keeps  me  in  my  outward  walk : 
these  are  unspeakable  mercies.  O  that  I  could  praise 
him  moreon  accountofthem  !  But  as  to  the  state  ot  things 
betweenhim  and  my  own  soul — alas !  I  could  write  a  roll 
that  like  Ezekiel's,  would  befollof  mournini?,  lamenta- 
tion, and  wo.  Well  he  best  knows  why  it  is  his  pleasure 
I  should  live  at  such  a  distance,  as  to  sensible  commu« 
nion*  He  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own ; 
and,  so  fisLr  as  his  sovereignty  and  wisdom  are  concerned^ 
I  desire  to  submit.  If  he  is  pleased  to  accept  my  worths- 
less  name,  to  own  my  feeble  services,  to  preserve  me 
from  the  errors  of  the  times,  and  to  keep  me  from  being 
a  scandal  to  my  profession  ;  though  he  appoints  me  a 
wearisome  conflict  with  indwelling  sin,  still  I  ought  to 
praise  him.  Ere  long  this  conflict  will  be  over ;  I  shall 
not  always  be  burdened  with  tliis  body  of  death.  Onlj 
I  pray  that,  whether  I  enjoy  the  light  of  his  coun- 
tenance or  not,  at  least  I  may  desire  it,  thirst  after 
it  as  the  hart  after  the  water-brook,  and  feel  an 
emptiness  in  all  earthly  things  without  it  If  my 
soul  be  not  satisfied  with  him  as  with  marrow  and 
fatness,  I  pray  that  it  may  not  be  satisfied,  or  take 
up  uith  any  tiling  short  of  him.  Rather  let  the  whole 
world  appear  like  a  wilderness  to  me,  than  that  I  should 
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be  content  that  the  Comforter  who  should  comfort  my 
soul  is  at  a  distance  from  me. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  I  have  but  a  small  portion  of 
spiritual  consolation,  so  I  am  not  much  exposed  to  the 
fiery  darts  and  black  temptations  of  Satan.  He  fights 
against  me,  it  is  true,  and  too  often  plains  advantage ;  but 
he  is  not  sufiered  to  come  upon  me  in  a  way  of  storm 
and  terror,  as  he  is  as^ainst  many ;  neither  have  I  out- 
ward trials  worth  mentioning.  I  believe  the  Lord  keeps 
a  kind  of  balance  with  his  people ;  afflictions  and  com- 
forts are  set  one  against  the  other ;  and  perhaps  this  may 
be  one  reason  why  I  am  led  thus.  My  day  at  present 
is  easy,  and  therefore  my  strength  is  but  small.  If  he 
should  at  any  time  call  me  to  harder  service,  I  may  de- 
pend upon  his  faithfulness  and  care  to  administer  pro* 
portionable  support. 

Adored  be  the  grace  that  has  enabled  us  to  make  the 
choice  of  Moses,  and  to  prefer  even  the  complaints  and 
exercises  of  the  people  of  God,  to  all  the  seeming  plea- 
sures of  a  blinded  world.  The  weeping  of  believers  is 
happier  than  the  mirth  of  careless  sinners.  I  can 
heartily  say.  Let  not  my  soul  eat  of  their  dainties.  My 
first  desire  would  be,  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord's  presence ; 
but  till  this  is  granted,  I  would  make  it  my  second  to 
go  mourning  after  him  till  I  find  him. 

And  may  the  Lord  give  to  my  dear  friends  who  have 
a  more  sensible  enjoyment  of  bis  love  a  proportionable 
measure  of  a  bumble  and  watchful  spirit,  that  you  may 
abide  in  his  light  continually. 

I  am  your  much  obliged  servant 


iMU  !•.  n  Mr.  W*—.  tl 


LETTER  X. 


To  Mr.  W»»»». 


B 


My  dear  Sir,  December  16,  1770. 


LESSED  be  God  that  he  hath  given  us  the  begin- 
nings of  the  life  of  faith,  and  that  he  hath  favoured  us 
with:  any  growth ;  but  there  is  an  unsearchable  fulness, 
a  rich  treasure,  which  can  never  be  exhausted  ;  and  we 
have  as  yet  received  but  little  of  the  Lont  in  comparison 
of  what  he  has  yet  in  reserve  for  us.  May  not  a  be- 
liever be  taught  something  by  what  we  frequently  ob- 
serve of  the  men  of  the  world  ?  Perhaps  when  such  a 
one  first  enters  upon  business  in  a  little  narrow  way, 
he  is  in  some  measure  content  with  a  moderate  in* 
come,  and  thinks  himself  happy  if  he  can  bring  the  year 
round,  pay  his  debts,  and,  as  the  saying  is,  make  both 
ends  meet.  But  by-and-by  his  acquaintance  enlarges, 
his  trade  increases,  his  hundreds  become  thousands ; 
then  he  pities  his  former  small  way,  he  pushes  all  his 
interest,  strikes  into  new  branches ;  he  began  with  a 
view  to  a  maintenance,  but  now  he  pushes  for  a  great 
fortune,  and,  like  the  insatiable  fire,  the  more  he  gets, 
the  more  he  craves.  Well,  let  the  world  have  the 
world  ;  the  whole  of  it  can  make  buta  pooi  all.  How- 
ever, the  Lord  grant  that  you  and  I  may  be  thus  wise 
in  our  generation.  I  remember  when  the  Lord  first 
set  me  up,  (if  I  may  so  speak,)  my  heavenly  trade  lay  in 
a  small  compass,  my  views  were  very  narrow ;  I  wanted 
to  be  saved,  and,  alas  !  I  hardly  looked  further  than  a 
Vol.  VI.  M 


bare  subsistence  and  security ;  but  since  the  Lord  has 
been  pleased  in  a  measure  to  bless  me,  I  hope  I  feel  a 
desire  of  being  rich.     May  I,  and  all  whom  I  love,  be 
thus  minded  ;  not  be  satisfied  that  we  have  life,  but  la- 
bour in  his'  appointed  way,  that  we  may  have  it  mor» 
abundantly  ;  not  only  to  believe,  but  to  be  strong  io 
&ith ;  not  only  to  hope,  but  to  rejoice  in  hope ;   not 
only  to  desire,  but  to  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  pant ;  to 
open  oar  mouths  wide,  that  we  may  be  filled  with  his 
gDodoesa,  as  well  as  taste  that  he  is  gracious.     O  what 
a  htppiness  is  it  to  be  lively  aod  thriving  in  the  waya 
of  God ;  to  drink  into  the  spirit  of  Jesus,  and  to  walk 
with  that  simplicity,  dependence,  and  heavenly* mind- 
edness  which  become  a  son  or  a  daughter  of  the  Lord 
Almighty !    I  trust  the  Lord  ins  given  me  thus  to  will ; 
but  when  1  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  with  me. 
On  this  account  our  life  is  a  warfare  j  and  it  u  never 
well  with  us,  but  when  we  find  it  so.     But  we  have  a 
good  captain,  good  armour,  good  provisions,  infallible 
balm  to  heal  our  wounds,  and,  (what  one  would  think 
might  make  even  a  coward  fight,)  are  assured  of  the 
victory  before!    iid.     I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  the  success 
of  your-last  campaign.     I  trust  you  have  been  enabled, 
in  the  Lord's  strength,  to  put  some  of  your  enemies  to 
flight ;  that  some  spiritual  Gotiah  who  came  out  against 
you,  has  been  cut  down  by  the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  and 
that  like  Gideon's  soldiers  of  old,  you  are  still  pressing 
on,  and,  though  faint,  yet  pursuing.     To  be  sure  fight* 
ing  is  warm  service,  flesh  and  blood  will  not  much 
like  it ;  but  the  time  is  short,  we  shall  not  fight  ahraya  ; 
we  are  going  where  we  shalfhear  the  voice  of  war  no 
more  for  ever.     A  few  brushes  more,  and  the  Kio^  wiH 
say  to  us,  Come  near,  and  set  your  feet  upon  the  necks  o( 
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your  eMoiies*  Then  the  redeeaied  shall  enter  into  the 
kiofdom  with  songs  ot  triumph  and  shouts  ot  everlasiing 
joj,  and  sorrow  and  signing  shall  flee  away. 
'  As  to  myself^  I  have  little  to  say  in  my  own  behatfl 
The  Lord  has  appointed  me  a  sentinel  to  give  the  camp 
Botice  of  the  enemy's  approach ;  I  am  ashamed  to  say 
kj  but  indeed  I  am  such  a  wretch,  that  I  am  somo- 
limea  half  asleep  upon  my  post  It  is  of  the  Lord*s 
mercy  that  I  have  not  been  surprised  and  overpowered 
before  now.  Such  is. his  condescensioa,  that  he  comes 
Id  awaken  me  himself,  and  only  says.  Arise,  watch  and 
pray,  that  you  enter  not  into  temptation.  I  have  good 
reason  to  believe  my  enemy  has  been  as  near  to  me  as 
David  was  to  Saul,  when  be  took  away  bis  spear,  and 
yet  I  did  not  perceive  him.  Well  it  is  for  us  that  there 
is  one  who  watches  the  watchmen,  a  Shepherd  who 
himself  neither  slumbers  nor  sleeps,  and  yet  knows  how 
10  have  compassion  on  Uiose  who  are  prone  to  do 
both. 

Believe  me  to  be, 

Vour  most  affectionate  and  obliged. 


LETTER  XI. 


To  Mr.  W***». 


My  dear  Sir,  April  12,  ir7l. 

1.  OFTEN  review  my  late  London  visit  with  much 
satisfaction  ;  rejoicing  that  I  found  so  many  of  my  dear 
friends  thriving  in  the  good  ways  of  the  Lord.  Surely 
his  service  is  perfect  freedom ;  his  ways  are  ways  of  plea- 
santness, and  all  his  paths  are  peace.    He  is  a  sun  and 
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m  shield,  a  hidinfr- place,  and  a  resting-place,  to  them 
that  fear  bim.  May  ue  still  press  forward  :  we  have 
not  yet  attained.  There  are  larger  measures  of  ^race, 
establishment,  and  consolation  set  forth  in  the  Gospel, 
than  all  we  have  hitherto  received.  The  Lord  has  set 
before  us  an  open  door,  which  no  man  can  shut ;  he 
has  given  us  exceeding  great  and  precious  promises ; 
has  bid  us  open  our  mouths  wide,  and  has  said,  he  will 
fill  them.  He  would  have  us  ask  great  things,  and 
when  we  have  enlarged  our  desires  to  the  utmost,  he  is 
still  able  to  do  exceeding  more  than  we  can  ask  or 
think.  May  we  be  as  wise  in  our  generation  as  the 
children  of  this  world.  They  are  not  content  with  a 
little,  nor  even  with  much,  so  long  as  there  is  any  pro- 
bability of  getting  more.  As  to  myself,  I  am  but  a 
poor  man  in  the  trade  of  grace ;  I  live  from  hand  to 
mouth,  and  procure  Just  enough,  (as  we  say,)to  keep  the 
wolf  from  the  door.  But  I  must  charge  it  to  my  un- 
belief and  indolence,  which  have  been  so  great,  that  it 
is  a  mercy  I  am  not  a  bankrupt.  This  \iould  have 
been  the  case,  but  that  I  have  a  friend,  (whom  you 
know,)  who  has  kindly  engaged  for  me.  To  tell  you 
the  plain  truth,  I  have  nothing  of  my  own,  but  trade 
wholly  upon  his  stock  ;  and  yet,  (would  you  think  it 
possible,)  though  I  otten  confess  to  him  that  I  am  an 
unprofitable  and  unfaithful  steward,  yet  I  have  upon 
many  occasions  spoke  and  acted  as  if  I  vtould  have 
people  believe  that  what  he  has  committed  to  me  was 
my  own  property.  Ah,  Sir  !  if  you  liad  a  servant  like 
me,  that  should  aifect  to  shew  away  at  your  expense, 
you  would  hardly  bear  with  him  long.  You  would  be 
ready  to  say.  What  is  this  I  hear.^  Give  an  account 
of  your  stewardship,  for  thou  mayst  be  no  lonf^r 
steward.     I  learn  sometimes,  from  family  relations,  to 


form  a  little  judf^ment  of  the  Lord's  patience  towards 
his  people.  What  a  family  has  be  to  bear  with !  Those 
to  whom  be  stands  in  the  relation  of  a  husband,  admit 
idols  in  their  hearts  against  him ;  his  friends  hold  a 
secret  correspondence  with  his  enemies ;  his  children 
repine  against  him,  and  quarrel  one  with  another  ;  bis 
servants  serve  themselves.  I  do  not  wonder  that  those 
who  are  not  well  acquainted  with  the  freedom  and  se- 
curity of  the  Gospel  covenant,  should  live  in  daily  fear 
of  being  turned  out  of  doors.  I  am  sure  I  deserve  it 
every  day  of  my  life.  But  he  is  God  and  not  man ;  his 
ways  are  not  us  ours ;  and  as  it  has  pleased  him  to  re* 
ceive  us  as  children,  be  has  promised  that  we  shall 
abide  in  his  house  for  ever.  It  is  our  mercy  that  we 
have  an  atonement  of  infinite  value,  and  an  Advocate 
who  is  always  heard,  and  uho  ever  liveth  to  make  inter- 
cession for  us. 

Uow  I  have  run  from  one  thing  to  another !  But  by 
this  means  I  have  (jot  through  a  good  part  of  my  paper. 

Do  you  ask  after ?  Its  present  state  may  be 

summed  up  in  two  sentences  : — ^Tbe  Lord  is  gracious, 
and  Satan  is  busy.  The  Lord  is,  I  hope,  carrying  on 
his  work — reviving,  healing,  sealing,  and  feeding  bis 
people.  And  I  am  sure  Satan  is  carrying  on  his  uork  : 
some  he  is  leading  blindfold  up  and  dovin  the  town,  and 
miserable  spectuclcs  they  are :  he  is  stopping  up  tue 
ears  of  others.  He  is  spreading  nets  in  all  quarters; 
so  that  believers  can  hardly  stir  a  step  without  being 
ensnared.  He  has  taken  a  professor  or  two  in  his 
toils ;  and  now  he  seems  to  laugh  at  them,  and  to  laugh 
at  us.  And  all  this  while  he  is  as  assiduous  in  Hghting 
against  the  peace  of  the  upright,  as  if  he  had  nothing 
else  to  do.  VVc  are  a  besieged  city,  and  it  is  not  to  oe 
conceived,  much  less  expressed,  what  showers  of  fiery 


darts  be  discbarges  against  us  every  day*  ^^  The  ooiae 
^^  of  bis  arcbers  is  beard  io  tbe  places  of  drawing  water,* 
Judges  V*  11.  And  I  am  persuaded  no  soldier  wbo 
•erved  in  Germany  can  sbow  so  many  wounds  as  some 
of  us  bave  received  in  conflict  with  tbis  enemy.  How«- 
aver,  tbougb  be  tbrusts  sore  at  us,  tbe  Lord  is  our 
helper.  We  are  kept  by  tbe  power  of  God.  Tbe 
banner  of  salvation  still  flies  upon  our  walls ;  and  I  b^ 
lieve  Satan  goasbes  bis  teetb  at  tbe  sigbt 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 
Your  mucb  obliged  and  aflfectionate  servant  . 


I 


LETTER  XII. 
To  Mr.  W*»»*. 
My  dear  Sir,  December  5,  1771, 


WAS  balked  on  tbe  Friday  I  dined  witb  Mrs. 
****,  to  find  you  could  not  be  at  bome.  Tben  I  wished 
I  bad  staid  witb  you  on  the  Tuesday  evening ;  so  ready 
are  we,  at  least,  so  ready  am  I,  to  want  to  recall  tbe 
day  that  is  past,  and  correct  the  disposal  of  Divine 
Providence.  At  length  I  retreated  to  my  acknowledged 
priaciples,  that  the  Lord  knows  where  we  are,  and  when 
it  is  needful  we  should  meet ;  that  the  word  disappoint^ 
-mentj  when  translated  into  plain  English,  means  little 
more  or  less  than  the  grumblings  of  self-will  against  tbe 
will  of  God ;  and  that  we  should  never  meet  a  disap- 
pointment in  the  path  of  duty,  if  we  could  heartily  pre- 
fer his  wisdom  to  our  own.  I  considered  that,  though 
to  bave  bad  your  company  would  have  been  more 
pleasant,  yet  an  opportunity  of  trying  to  bow  my  stub- 
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born  qxirit  to  tbe  Lord's  disposal,  obigbt  at  that  time  bt 
more  profitable ;  so  I  endeavoured  to  make  tbe  best  of 
It  I  am  desirous  to  learn,  (but  I  am  a  slow  scbolar, 
and  make  bungling  work  at  my  lessons,)  to  apply  tbe 
great  truth  of  the  Gospel  to  tbe  common  concerns  of 
every  day  and  every  hour ;  not  only  to  believe  that 
my  soul  is  safe  in  the  Redeemer's  band,  but  that  the  hairs 
of  my  bead  are  numbered ;  not  only  that  those  events 
in  life  which  I  call  important  are  under  his  directioa, 
but  that  those  which  I  account  the  most  inconsiderable 
are  equally  so:  that  I  have  no  more  right  or  power 
to  determine  for  myself  where  or  how  I  would  spend  a 
single  day,  than  I  had  to  choose  the  time  of  my  coming 
into  the  world  or  of  going  out  of  it.  Thus  I  would 
believe  we  did  not  meet  according  to  our  desire,  be- 
cause it  was  not  bis  pleasure  we  should.  When  he 
sees  it  proper  that  we  should  come  together,  he  can 

easily  lead  you  to ^  or  me  to  London  ;  -though 

neither  of  us  at  present  have  any  prospect  of  the  means 
by  which  our  determinations  may  be  guided.  O !  wouM 
H  not  be  a  blessed  thing  simply  to  follow  him,  and  to 
set  him  by  faith  always  before  us  ?  Then  we  might  be 
freed  from  anxious  cares,  and,  as  I  said,  out  of  tht 
reach  of  disappointment ;  for  if  bis  will  is  ours,  we  may 
be  ^xinfident  that  nothing  can  prevent  its  taking  place. 
When  I  go  into  a  post- chaise,  1  give  myself  up,  with 
the  most  absolute  confidence,  to  the  driver :  I  tliink  he 
knows  the  way,  and  how  to  manage  better  than  I  do  ; 
and  therefore  I  seldom  trouble  him  either  with  ques* 
tions  or  directions,  but  draw  up  the  glasses  and  sit  at 
my  ease.  I  wish  I  could  trust  the  Lord  so ;  but  though 
I  have  given  myself  up  to  the  care  of  infinite  wisdom 
and  love,  and,  in  my  judgment,  believe  they  are  en* 


U  7b  Mr.  W^mim.  let.  IS. 

gaged  on  my  behalf,  I  am  ready  to  direct  my  Guide, 
and  to  expostulate  with  him  at  every  turn,  and  secretly 
to  wish  that  I  had  the  reins  in  my  own  hand.  ''  So 
*'  stupid  and  ignorant  am  I,  even  as  a  beast  before 
**  him."  In  great  trials  we  necessarily  retreat  to  him, 
and  endeavour  to  stay  our  souls  by  believing  he  does 
all  things  well ;  but  in  small  ones  we  are  ready  to  forget 
him,  and  therefore  we  are  often  more  put  out  by  little 
things  that  happen  in  the  course  of  every  day,  than  by 
the  sharpest  dispensations  we  meet  with. 

I  am,  with  sincerity,  my  dear  Sir, 
-  Your  most  obedient,  obliged,  and  affectionate  servant. 


I 


To  Mr.  W»«*». 

My  dear  Sir,  '  June  2,  1/72. 


T  is  true— I  confess  it.  I  have  been  very  naughty. 
I  ought  not  to  have  been  so  long  in  answering  your  last 
kind  letter.  Now  I  hope  you  have  forgiven  me.  And 
therefore  I  at  once  recover  my  confidence  without  trou- 
bling you  with  such  excuses  as  the  old  man,  ever  desirous 
of  justifying  himself,  would  suggest.  We  were  glad  to 
hear  of  your  welfare,  and  of  the  prosperity  with  which 
the  Lord  favours  you  at  home,  and  in  the  two  great 
houses ;  which,  I  hope,  will  continue  to  be  like  trees 
planted  by  the  waters  of  the  sanctuary,  maintaining  the 
leaves  of  Gospel  doctrine  always  green  and  flourishing, 
and  abounding  with  a  constant  succession  of  blossoms, 
green  and  ripe  fruit ;  I  mean  believers  in  the  states  of 
babes,  young  men,  and  fathers  in  Christ. 
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**  Awakes  O  heavenly  wind,  and  eome» 
**  Blow  on  these  gardens  of  perfume  ; 
<«  8|Mrit  divine,  descend  and  hreathe 
<*  A  gmcioiu  gale  on  plantt  beneath  I** 


Aod  while  you  are  using  your  best  endeavours  in  watck- 
k^  for  the  good  of  tliese  vineyards,  may  your  own 
flourish.  May  your  soul  rejoice  in  the  Lord  and  in  tbt 
success  of  his  work,  and  every  ordinance  and  provi- 
dence administer  unto  you  an  especial  bles$>ing ! 

The  illness  under  which  I  have  labourtd  longer  thao 
the  man  mentioned,  (John  v.  5.)  is  far  from  being  r^ 
moved.     Yet  I  am  bound  to  speak  well  of  my  Physi- 
cian :  he  treats  me  with  great  tenderness  ;  assures  me 
that  it  shall  not  be  to  death,  but  to  the  glory  of  God ; 
and  bids  me  in  due  time  expect  a  perfect  cure.    I  know 
too  much  of  him,  (though  I  know  but  little,)  to  doubt 
either  his  skill  or  his  promise.     It  is  true,  I  suffer  sad 
relapses,  and  have  been  more  than  once  brought  in  ap- 
pearance to  death's  door  since  I  have  been  under  his 
care  ;  but  this  fault  has  not  been  his,  but  my  own.    I 
am  a  strange  refractory  patient;  have  too  often  neglected 
bis  prescriptions,  and  broken  the  regimen  he  appoints 
me  to  observe.  This  perverseness,  joined  to  the  exceed- 
ing obstinacy  of  my  disorders,  would  have  caused  me 
to  be  turned  out  as  an  incurable  long  ago,  had  I  been 
under  any  hand  but  his.     But,  indeed,  there  is  nonie 
like  him.    When  I  have  brought  myself  low,  he  has  still 
helped  me.     Blessed  be  his  name,  1  am  yet  alive ;  yea, 
I  shall  ere  long  be  well  ;  but  not  here.     The  air  w  hich 
I  breathe  is  unfavourable  to  my  constitution,  and  nour- 
ishes my  disease.     He  knows  this,  and  intends,  at  a 
proper  season,  to  remove  me  into  a  better  climate ;  where 
there  are  no  fogs  nor  damps,  where  tho  inhabitant  shall 
Vol.  VI.  N 
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no  more  say,  I  atn  sick;  He  has  brought  my  judgment 
to  acquiesce  with  bis;  and  sometimes  I  long  to  hear  him 
say,  Arise  and  depart.  But,  to  tell  vou  the  truth,  I  am 
much  more  frequently  pleased  with  the  thought  of  staving 
a  little  and  a  little  lonj^er  here,  though  in  my  present 
situation  I  am  kept  alive  merely  by  dint  of  medicine;  and, 
though  his  medicines  are  all  salutary,  they  are  not  all 
pleasant.  Now  and  then  he  gives  me  a  pleasant  cordial; 
but  many  things  which  there  is  a  need  be  for  my  taking 
frequently,  are  bitter  and  unpalatable.  It  is  strange  that 
knowing  this  is,  and  must  be,  the  case,  I  am  not  more  de- 
sirous of  my  dismission.  I  hope,  however,  one  thing 
that  makes  me  willing  to  stay  is,  that  I  may  point  him 
out  as  a  Physician  of  value  to  others.  We  sometimes 
see  in  the  newspapers  acknowledgments  of  cures  re- 
ceived. What  sheets  and  quires  of  advertisements  would 
be  necessary,  if  all  the  Lord's  people  were  to  publish 
their  cases.  Methinks  mine  mi^ht  run  in  this  form  : 

*'  I,  A.  B.  of  the  parish  of  C,  long  laboured  under 
^*  a  complication  of  disorders.  A  fever,  (of  ungoverned 
"  passions,)  a  dropsy,  (of  pride,)  a  phrensy,  (of  wild 
"  imaginations,)  a  lethargy,  and  a  dead  palsy.  In  this 
deplorable  situation  I  suffered  many  things  of  many 
physicians,  spent  my  all,  and  grew  worse  and  worse. 
"  In  this  condition  Jesus,  the  Physician  of  souls,  found 
"  me  when  I  fought  him  not.  He  undertook  my  re- 
"  covery  freely,  without  money  and  without  price,  (these 
*^  are  his  terms  with  all  his  patients.)  My  fever  is  now 
"  abated,  my  senses  restored,  my  faculties  enlivened  ; 
"  in  a  word,  I  am  become  a  new  man.  And  from  his 
"  ability,  his  promise,  and  the  experience  of  what  he 
"  has  already  done,  I  have  the  fullest  assurance  that  he 
"  will  infallibly  and  perfectly  htal  me,  and  that  I  shall 
*'  live  for  ever  a  monument  of  his  power  and  grace. 


cc 
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^  May  inaoy,  may  all,  who  are  sick  of  the  same  diseaaea^ 
^  be  encouraged,  by  this  declaration  of  my  case,  to  seek 
**  him  likewise.  For  whosoever  comes  unto  him^  he  will 
''  in  no  wise  cast  out'' 

When  will  you  come  and  see  the  flock  at «  ■  ■  ■  ? 
By  the  blessing  of  the  good  Shepherd,  we  have  had  4 
good  number  of  lambs  added  to  the  fold  of  late,  who 
are  in  a  very  promising  way.  You  would  like  to  hear 
Iheir  bleatings.  The  voice  of  joy  and  thanksgivings  is 
beard  in  our  tabernacles,  saying,  The  right  hand  of  tht 
Lord  is  exalted ;  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  bringeth 
mighty  things  to  pass.  Pray  for  us,  that  these  gracious 
drops  may  be  the  forerunners  of  a  plentiful  shower. 
For,  notwithstanding  what  I  have  said,  wickedness  still 
abounds  amongst  us  in  the  town.  And  many,  having 
long  resisted  the  convictions  of  the  word  and  Spirit,  art 
hardened  and  bold  in  sinning  to  a  great  degree.     So 

that-: is  like  the  two  baskets  of  Jeremiah's  figs^  the 

good  are  very  good,  and  the  bad  are  exceedingly  bad« 
I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 


LETTER  XIV. 


To  Mr.  W***». 


Myjdcar  Sir,  July  28,  Itri. 

J.T  was  not  in  my  power  to  reach  you  after  I  called 
upon  Mrs.  ^*^^.  Indeed,  that  London  is  such  a  noisy, 
iiurrying  place,  I  wish  you  would  leave  it,  fill  your 
coach  with  those  whom  you  love  best,  and  come  and 
spend  a  few  days  with  us.     Here  we  could  chat  with- 
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imt  interruption,  and  I  could  show  you  a  set  of  pro- 
mising young  plants  which  have  sprung  up  since  you 
t^ete  here  last ;  if  you  cannot  come  to  look  at  them,  yet 
I  hope  you  will  pray  for  them,  that  they  may  flourisk 
fike  the  palm-tree,  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  old  age. 

Give  my  love  to  Miss  •*♦*.  I  trust  and  pray  tba^ 
wherever  she  feeds,  the  Lord  \iill  be  her  shepherd,  and 
will  lead  her  in  the  green  pastures  of  his  truth,  and 
Cause  her  to  rest  by  the  refreshing  streams  of  bis  love. 
We  know  he  is  not  confined  to  names,  places,  or  in- 
struments. There  is  but  one  Lord,  one  taith,  and 
Iberetbre  but  one  church  composed  of  all  who  are 
^tally  united  to  him,  and  who  receive  from  his  fulness 
girace  for  grace  To  him  I  commend  her,  and  congra- 
tulate her  upon  the  privilege  that  it  is  given  her  early 
in  life  to  know  his  name,  and  to  feel  the  constraining 
power  of  his  grace.  In  every  other  respect,  the  Lord 
has  blessed  you  abundantly  ;  and  if  he  vouchsafes  you 
this  blessing  also,  to  see  your  children  as  they  grow  up 
walking  in  wisdom's  ways,  I  doubt  not  but  be  wili  give 
your  hearts  to  love  and  praise  him  for  all  his  goodness. 
May  grace,  mercy,  and  truth,  be  uith  you  all. 

We  finished  our  little  peregrination  in  peace,  and  our 
return  home  was  crowned  m  ith  new  mercies  ;  but  wc 
likewise  find  the  return  of  old  complaints  and  tempta- 
tions. This  evil  heart  of  unbelief;  this  wicked  spirit  of 
self;  this  stupidity  and  deadness  in  the  things  of  God  ; 
this  cleaving  to  a  covenant  of  works;  this  grovelling 
attachment  to  the  things  of  time  and  sense:  for  these 
things  we  groan,  being  burthcned.  But  we  have  heard 
of  One  who  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost ;  and  we 
find  that  his  con) passions  fail  not.  His  arm  is  not 
shortened,  nor  his  ear  heavy ;  and,  though  our  many 
iniquities  might  justly  keep  good  things  from  us,  yet 


•  ]«et  14^  7b  Mr.  m»^.  M 

still  be  is  gracious.     In  secret,  I  am  for  the  most  part 

dull  and  heartless,  as  usual ;  but  be  is  pleased  to  enable 

me  and  permit  me  to  speak  for  him  in  public.     I  feel 

.  enough  to  make  me  frequently  utter  David's  prayer, 

"  O  take  not  thy  word  of  truth  utterly  out  of  my 

^*  mouth."     He  might,  he  might  justly  do  it ;  he  might 

lay  me  aside  by  sickness,  or,  what  is  unspeakably  more 

awful,  he  might  take  away  his  gifts  frop  me,  and  cauae 

lily  right  eye  to  grow  dark,  and  my  right  arm  to  wither. 

Sometimes  I  am  almost  ready  to  fear  the  sentence  is 

coming  forth  ;  I  feel  such  a  total  inability,  the  Scrip- 
ture a  sealed  book,  and  my  heart  hard  as  the  nether 

nillftone.     I  know  not  how  I  shall  make  mention  of  bis 

mune  again  ;  I  am  ready  to  sink  at  the  prospect ;  but 

Itb  he  who  supports  me  through  alJy 
When  I  fidnt  he  revives  me  again. 

In  the  midst  of  these  exercises,  I  have  reason  to 

hope  he  blesses  the  word  of  his  grace.     I  have  come 

.to  the  knowledge  of  three  or  four  more  since  my  return, 

who  have  been  seeking  him  for  some  months  past,  and 

appear  to  have  right  views  and  warm  hearts.     And  I 

have  reason  to  hope  that  he  is  at  work  upon  more  than 

I  am  yet  acquainted  with.     A  young  woman  came  to 

me  last  night  in  great  distress ;  when  I  asked   her  the 

cause  she  said,  '^  O,  Sir,  to  think  that  he  died  such  a 

"  death,  and  that  I  should  sin  so  against  him  !*'     Poor 

soul,  she  had  no  thought  of  teaching  her  teacher,  but 

what  she  said,  and  the  simplicity  M'ith  which  she  spoke, 

had  almost  melted  my  heart ;  though  tiic  stubborn  thing 

soon  got  over  it,  and  grew  hard  again. 

Believe  me  to  be  sincerely, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 
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lETTER  XV. 


To  Mr.  W»»«*. 


Y, 


My  dear  Sir,  September  14,  177i?. 


OU  are  hungeriDg  and  thirsting  to  feel  the  power 
and  savour  of  the  truth  in  your  soul,  humbling,  quick- 
ening, strengthening,  comforting  you,  filling  you  with 
peace  and  joy,  and  enabling  you  to  abound  in  the  fruits 
of  righteousness,  which  are,  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  the 
glory  and  praise  of  God.  Are  these  your  desires  ?  He 
that  has  wrought  them  in  you  is  God  ;  and  he  will  not 
disappoint  you.  He  would  not  say,  Open  your  mouth 
wide,  if  he  did  not  design  to  fill  it.  O !  he  gives  boun- 
tifully ;  gives  like  a  king.  A  little  is  too  much  for  our 
deserts ;  but  much  is  too  little  for  his  bounty.  Let  me 
tell  you  a  heathen  story : — It  is  said  that  a  man  once 
asked  Alexander  to  give  him  some  money,  I  think,  to 
portion  off  a  daughter.  The  king  bid  him  go  to  his 
treasurer  and  demand  what  he  pleased.  He  went  and 
demanded  an  enormous  sum.  The  treasurer  was  start- 
led, said  he  could  not  part  with  so  much  without  an 
express  order,  and  went  to  the  king,  and  told  him  he 
thought  a  small  part  of  the  money  the  man  had  named 
might  serve  for  the  occasion.  •'  No,"  said  the  king, 
^'  let  him  have  it  all.  I  like  that  man :  he  does  me 
'*  honour ;  he  treats  me  like  a  king,  and  proves  by  what 
"  he  asks,  that  he  believes  me  to  be  both  rich  and  ge- 
"  nerous."  Come,  my  friend,  let  us  go  to  the  throne 
of  gracs,  and  put  up  such  petitions  as  may  show  that 
^e  have  honourable  views  of  the  riches  and  bounty  of 
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OUT  king.  Alas !  I  prefer  such  poor  scanty  desires,  « 
if  I  thought  he  was  altogether  such  an  one  as  myself. 
Speak  a  word  for  me  when  you  are  near  him  ;  entreat 
him  to  increase  my  love,  faith,  humility,  zeal,  and  know- 
ledge; a  thousand  fold.  Ah  !  I  am  poor  and  foolish ;  I 
need  a  great  supply;  I  cannot  dig,  and  yet  am  often 
unwilling  to  beg. 

The  other  day,  I  met  in  a  friend's  house  a  volume 
ef  Mr.  Whitfield*s  Sermons,  lately  published  by  Giir- 
ney.  I  have  read  several  of  them.  They  are,  indeed, 
more  loose  and  inaccurate  than  printed  sermons  usually 
are ;  but  I  think  them  the  more  valuable  in  one  respect 
on  this  account,  that  they  give  a  lively  idea  of  his  manner 
of  preaching,  which  can  hardly  be  guessed  at  from  the 
sermons  formerly  printed  in  his  name.  But  in  thes^ 
I  cannot  read  a  page  but  I  seem  to  have  the  man  befoi^ 
my  eyes.  His  voice,  his  gesture,  every  particular,  re- 
turns to  my  memory,  as  if  I  had  heard  him  but  yester* 
day.  In  this  volume,  I  think  it  may  emphatically  be 
said,  He  being  dead,  yet  speaketh.  I  should  suppose 
his  friends  will  be  glad  that  this  striking  picture  of  him 
is  preserved.  Though  doubtless  the  world,  who  de» 
spised  his  preaching  while  he  lived,  will  think  meanly 
enough  of  sermons  published  just  as  he  preached, 
them. 

I  am,  sincerely,* dear  Sir, 
Your  much  obliged  and  affectionate  servant. 


^  • 
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LETTER  XVI. 
ToMr.  W"»». 

I. 


T 


My  dear  Sir,  November  14,  l7fQ. 


HE  heart  is  very  deceitful ;  I  know  but  little  of  my 
own,  and  cannot  see  at  all  into  other  people's.  This 
is  a  day  in  which  the  many  falls  of  professors  give  us 
warning  not  to  judge  too  hastily  by  appearances,  to  be 
cautious  whom  we  trust,  and  especially  whom  we  re- 
commend. However,  I  have  great  reason  to  believe, 
that  you  will  never  have  reason  to  be  angry  with  me 

for  having  recommended  * to  you.     I  have  had 

'  seven  or  eight  years'  trial  of  him,  and  judge  him  to  be  a 
simple-hearted,    hont^bt  man.      I  account  him  a  good 
sample  of  our  flock.      They  are  mostly  like  him,  not 
abounding  in  that  archness  which  the  world  calls  wis- 
dom ;  tliey  are  mure  spiritual  than  clever,  have  more 
grace  than  politeness,  and  are  more  desirous,  (if  they 
fX>uld,)  to  live  above  the  world  than  to  make  a  noise 
and  cut  a  figure  in  it.      They  know  the  Lord  and  the 
truth ;  but  very  few  of  them  know  much  of  any  thing 
else.     Such  are  the  people  whom,  for  the  most  part,  the 
Lord    chooses  and   sets  apart   for  himself;    simple, 
poor,  afflicted,  and  unnoticed  in  the  present  world,  but 
rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom  of  glory. 

We  jog  on  here  much  in  our  usual  way.  Only  as 
our  numbers  are  increased,  the  enemy  has  a  larger 
field  for  action  amongst  us,  and  we  have  frequent 
proofs'  that  he  is  not  asleep.  However,  upon  the  whole, 
I  trust  the  Lord  is  with  us,  and  preserves  us  from  hi^ 
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devices.  Of  late  we  have  had  no  new  awakenings  that 
I  know  of ;  I  beg  jour  prayers  for  us,  that  the  Spirit  from 

00  high  may  be  again  poured  out  upon  us,  to  make 
the  wilderness  a  fruitful  field.  Indeed,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Lord  has  a  few  people  here,  and  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  abounds  so  much  amongst  us,  I  think 

wickedness  prevails  and  increases  at* ,  to  a  dread- 

ful:  degree.  Our  streets  are  filled  with  the  sons  of 
Belial,  who  neither  fear  God  nor  regard  man.  I  wish 
my  heart  was  more  affected  with  what  my  eyes  sec 
and  my  ears  hear  every  day.  I  am  often  ready  to  fear 
lest  the  Lord  should  testify  his  displeasure  in  some 
awful  way ;  but  he  is  full  of  mercy,  he  has  a  remnant 
amongst  us,  therefore  I  am  willing  to  hope  he  will 
yet  spare. 

And  •  surely  if  he  were  strict  to  mark  what  is  amiss, 

1  myself  might  tremble.  O  !  were  he  to  plead  with  me,  I 

could  not  answer  him  one  of  a  thousand.     Alas  !  my 

dear  friend,  you  know  not  what  a  poor,  unprofitable, 

unfaithful  creature  I  am.     So  much  forgiven,  so  little 

love.     So  many  mercies,  so  few  returns.     Such  great 

privileges,  and  a  life  so  sadly  below  them.     Instead  oC 

rejoicing  in  God,  I  go  mourning  for  the  most  part. 

Not  because  I  am  shaken  with  doubts  and  fears;  fori 

believe  the  Lord  Jesus,  who  found  me  when  I  sought 

him  not,  is  both  able  and  willing  to  save  to  tlie  uttev- 

most;  but  because  indwelling  sin  prcsse;s  me  dose; 

because  when  I  would  do  good,  evil  is  present  witli 

roe ;  because  1  can  attempt  nothing  but  it  is  debased, 

polluted,  and  spoiled  by  my  depraved  nature ;  because 

my  sins  of  omission  are  innumerable.      In  a  word, 

there  is  so  much  darkness  in  my  understanding,  p(  r- 

vcrseness  in  my  uill,  disorder  in  my  affections,  folK' 

and  matdojessin  my  imagination.     Alas  !  when  shall,  it: 
Vol,  VT. O 
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be  otherwise.  I  Beem  to  have  a  desire  of  walking  with 
God,  and  rejoicing  in  him  all  the  day  long ;  but  I  can-* 
oot  attain  thereto.  Surely  it  is  far  better  to  depart  and 
to  be  with  Jesus  Christ,  than  to  live  here  up  tothe  ears 
io  sin  and  temptation ;  and  yet  I  seem  very  well  con- 
tented with  the  possibility  of  continuing  here  a  good 
while.  In  short,  I  am  a  riddle  to  myself;  a  heap  of 
inconsistence.  But  it  is  said,  ^'  We  have  an  advocate 
'*  with  the  Father."  Here  hope  revives;  though  wretched 
in  mysellr^  I  am  complete  in  him.  He  is  made  of  God, 
wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctificatioo,  and  redemption. 
On  this  rock  I  build.  I  trust  it  shall  be  well  with  me 
at  last,  and  that  I  shall  by  and  by  prais  e,  and  love,  and 
serve  him  without  these  abatements. 

I  am  your  much  obliged  servant. 


LETTER  XVII. 


To  Mr.  !¥••••. 


My  dear  Sir,  April  20,  1773. 

XT  is  time  to  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter,  but  I  am 
so  much  taken  up,  that  I  can  hardly  pay  my  debts  of 
correspondence  in  due  season.  However,  I  do  not  love 
to  le^  yonrs  be  long  unanswered,  because  till  I  have 
quitted  scores,  I  have  but  little  hopes  of  hearing  from 
you  again.  We  were  glad  to  hear  that  you  and  Mrs. 
♦••*  were  well,  and  to  find  by  your  writing,  that  the 
Lord  makes  your  feet  like  hinds' feet  in  his  good  ways, 
and  leads  you  in  the  paths  of  pleasantness  and  peace. 
I  doubt  not  but  you  likewise  have  your  share  of  trials : 
but  when  the  love  of  God  »  shed  abroad  m  tiie  heart 
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by  tbef  Holy  Ghost,  it  sweetens  what  bitter  things  the 
'Lord  puts  into  our  cup,  and  enables  ns  to  say  Nont 
of  these  things  move  us.  Yes,  the  life  of  feith  is  a 
bappy  life,  and,  if  attended  with  conflicts,  there  is  an 
assurance  of  victory  ;  if  we  sometimes  get  a  wound, 
there  is  healing  balm  near  at  hand  ;  if  we  seem  td 
fall,  we  are  raised  again ;  and  if  tribulations  abound, 
consolations  shall  abound  likewise.  Is  il  not  happinesi 
to  have  an  infallible  Guide,  an  invincible  Guard,  an  Al* 
mighty  Friend  ? — ^to  be  able  to  say  of  the  Maker  of 
heaven  and  eirth,  He  is  my  Beloved,  my  Shepherd,  my 
Saviour,  and  my  Husband ;  and  to  say  to  him — 

Let  waves  and  thunders  mix  and  roar, 
Be  thou  my  God,  I  ask  no  more  : 
While  tb«u  art  Sovereign,  Vm  secure, 
I  shall  be  rich  till  thou  art  poor. 

O  the  peace  which  flows  from  believing  that  all  events 
in  which  we  are  concerned  are  under  his  immediate 
disposal ;  that  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered ; 
that  he  delights  in  our  prosperity  ;  that  there  is  a  need^ 
bey  if  we  are  in  heaviness,  and  that  all  things  sliall 
surely  work  for  our  good  !  How  happy  to  have  such 
views  of  his  sovereignty,  wisdom,  love,  and  faithfulness^ 
as  will  enable  us  to  meet  every  dispensation  with  subr 
mission,  and  to  look  through  the  changes  of  the  present 
life,  to  that  unchangeable  inheritance  to  whicli  the  Lord 
is  leading  us,  when  all  evil  shall  cease,  and  where  joy 
.^hall  be  perfect  and  eternal  !  I  trust  he  who  lovies  yoa 
strengthens  you  in  this  lite  of  faith,  and  fills  you  with  a 
peace  that  passes  all  understi^nding. 

Perhaps  you  have  heard  that  I  have  not  been  well. 
My  illness  was  not  so  great  as  to  confine  me  from  my 


^ 
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work,  aad  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  give  me  a  peaceful 
frame  of  mind  under  bis  hand,  so  that  I  did  not  suffer 
much.  For  about  a  week  I  was  set  to  learn  the  value 
qf  bearing  by  the  want  of  it ;  for  I  was  so  deaf  that  I 
could  join  in  no  conversation ;  but  now,  thanks  to  the 
great  Physician,  my  complaints  are  all  removed. 

A  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  is  as  high  a  style,  (accord- 
ing to  the  spiritual  heraldry  in  the  word  of  God,)  as 
mortal  man  can  attain.  His  department  is  much  more 
important  than  that  of  a  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  or 
Admiralty,  a  Chancellor,  or  a  mere  Archbishop.  I  can 
wish  Mr.  ****^  no  higher  preferment  than  to  be  an  am- 
bassador of  the  King  of  kings.  It  is,  however,  a  very 
serious  business  ;  and  he  is  young  enough  to  admit  of 
time  for  due  deliberation.  Many  in  the  time  of  their 
first  love,  while  a  sense  of  divine  things  aod  compas- 
sion for  souls  have  been  very  warm  upon  their  minds, 
have  been  desirous  to  preach  the  Gospel ;  but  this  desire 
alone  does  not  amount  to  a  divine  call.  In  those  whom 
the  Lord  has  not  designed  for  the  service,  it  gradually 
weakens  and  dies  away ;  or,  if  they  too  hastily  push 
themselves  forward  into  the  work,  they  have  often  cause 
to  repent  it ;  for  the  ministry  must  be  a  wearisome  and 
discouraging  service,  unless  we  are  clear  that  God  has 
called  add  appointed  us  to  it.  I  hope  it  will  appear 
that  He  who  called  Samuel  of  old  is  calling  him ;  then 
his  desire  will  abide  and  increase ;  and,  though  some 
difiiculties  may  occasionally  intervene,  you  will  upon 
the  whole  see  the  steps  of  Divine  Providence  favouring 
and  leading  forward  from  the  blossom  to  the  fruit 
I  am  your  much  obliged  and  affectionate  servant; 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


To  Mr.  W»»**. 


My  dear  Sir,  August  13,  irrs. 

W  E  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  you,  because  your 
paper  is  perfumed  with  the  name  of  Jesus.  You  speak 
well  of  him,  and  you  have  reason,  for  he  has  been  a 
good  friend  to  you.  I  likewise  am  enabled  to  saj 
something  of  him :  and  I  trust  the  chief  reason  why  I 
would  wish  my  life  to  be  prolonged  is,  that  I  may  em- 
ploy more  of  my  breath  in  his  praise,  fiut,  alas ! 
while  I  endeavour  to  persuade  others,  that  he  is  the 
chief  among  ten  thousand,  and  altogether  lovely,  I  seem 
to  be  but  half  persuaded  of  it  myself ;  I  feel  my  heart 
so  cold  and  unbelieving.  But  I  hope  I  can  say  this  is 
not  I,  but  sin  that  dwelleth  in  me.  Did  you  ever  see 
my  picture  t  I  have  it  drawn  by  a  masterly  hand. 
And  though  another  person,  and  one  whom  I  am  far  from 
resembling,  sat  for  it,  it  is  as  like  me  as  one  new  guinea 
is  like  another.  The  original  was  drawn  at  Corinth, 
and  sent  to  some  persons  of  distinction  at  Rome.  Many 
copies  have  been  taken,  and  though  perhaps  it  is  not  ta 
be  seen  in  any  of  the  London  print-shops,  il  has  a  place 
in  most  public  and  private  libraries,  and  I  would  hope 
in  most  families.  I  had  seen  it  a  great  many  times 
before  I  could  discover  one  of  my  own  features  in  it ; 
but  then  my  eyes  were  very  bad.  What  is  remarkable, 
it  was  drawn  long  before  I -was  bom,  but  having  been 
favoured  with  some  excellent  eye-salve,  I  quickly  knew 
it  to  be  my  own.      I  am  drawn  in  an  attitude  which 


would  be  strange  and  singular,  if  it  was  not  so  common 
with  me,  looking  two  different  and  opposite  i/iays  at 
once,  so  that  you  would  be  puzzled  to  tell  whether  my 
eyes  are  6xed  upon  heaven  or  upon,  the  earth ;  I  am 
aiming  at  things  inconsistent  with  each  other  at  the  same 
instant,  so  that  I  can  accomplish  neither.  According 
to  the  different  light  in  which  you  view  the  picture,  I 
appear  to  rejoice  and  to  mourn,  to  choose  and  refuse, 
to  be  a  conqueror  or  a  captive.  In  a  word,  I  am  a 
double  person ;  a  riddle :  it  is  no  wonder  if  you  know 
not  what  to  make  of  me,  for  I  cannot  tell  what  to  make 
of  myself.  I  would  and  I  would  not;  1  do  and  I  do 
ix>t ;  I  can  and  I  cannot  I  find  the  hardest  things 
easy,  and  the  easiest  things  impossible ;  but  while  I  am 
in  this  perplexity,  you  will  observe  in  the  same  piece  a 
band  stretched  forth  for  my  relief,  and  may  see  a  label 
proceeding  out  of  my  mouth  with  these  words*— '*  I 
'^  thank  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord."  The 
more  I  study  this  picture,  the  more  I  discover  some 
new  and  striking  resemblance,  which  convinces  me  that 
the  painter  knew  me  better  than  I  knew  myself. 

Give  my  love  to  Mr.  *^^^.  He  has  desired  a  good 
work ;  may  the  Lord  give  him  the  desires  of  bis  heart 
May  be  give  him  the  wisdom  of  Daniel,  the  meekness 
of  Moses,  the  courage  of  Joshua,  the  zeal  of  Paul,  and 
that  self-abasement  and  humility  which  Job  and  Isaiah 
felt  when  they  not  only  had  heard  of  him  by  tbe  bear- 
ing of  the  ear,  but  saw  his  glory,  and  abhorred  tbem* 
selves  in  dust  and  ashes.  May  he  be  taught  of  God, 
(none  teacheth  like  him,)  and  come  forth  an  able  mini* 
ster  of  tbe  New  Testament,  well  instructed  rightly  to 
divide  and  feithfully  to  distribute  the  word  of  truth, 
lo  the  school  of  Christ,  (especially  if  tbe  Lord  designs 
him  to  be  a  teacher  of  others^)  he  will  be  put  to  learn 
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some  lessons  not  very  pleasant  to  Besh  and  blood :  he 
must  learn  to  run,  to  fight,  to  wrestle,  and  many  other 
exercises,  some  of  which  will  try  his  strength,  and  others 
Jus  patience.  You  know  the  common  expression  of  a 
jack  of  all  trades.  I  am  sure  a  minister  had  need  be 
such  an  one ;  a  soldier,  a  watchman,  a  sh^plierd,  a  hus- 
bandman, a  builder,  a  planter,  a  physician,  and  a 
Durse.  But  let  him  not  be  discouraged ;  he  has  a  won- 
derful and  a  gracious  Master,  who  can  not  only  gire 
instructions,  but  power,  and  engages  that  his  grace  shall 
be  sufficient  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumstances,  for 
those  who  simply  give  themselves  up  to  bis  teaching 
and  service. 

I  am  sincerely  yours. 


LETTER  XIX. 


ToJDAr.  W»"». 


I 


My  dear  Sir^  August  29, 1774. 


HAVE  been  often  with  you  in  spirit  in  your  new 
habitation.  In  my  idea  of  it,  it  isi  a  grand  place ;  a 
temple  where  the  Lord  is  worshipped ;  a  castle  guarded 
by  Almighty  Power.  If  I  mistake  not,  it  has  several 
privileges  beyond  most  of  the  houses  in  your  neigh- 
bourhood; Does  not  the  sun  often  shine  into  it  in- the 
iHght  season?  Have  you  not  some  rooms  so  far  ex- 
ceeding the  gallery  of  St.  Pauls,  that  if  you  speak  but 
in  a  whisper,  your  voice  is  heard  beyond  the  clouds.^ 
Have  you  not  a  very  fine  prospect  from  it,  when  the 
air  is  'clear  ?  According  to  my  notion  of  the  situation, 
when  you  -look  one  way,  you  have  a  long  vista  which 
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ti'ould  take  one  a  good  number  of  years  to  travel  over, 
and  agreat  number  of  curious  Ebenerers  erected,(instead 
of  mile-stones,)  all  along  the  road.  If  you  look  the  other 
way,  there  is  always  a  kind  of  mist,  which  prevents  ob- 
jects which'  are  near  at  hand  from  being  clearly  seen ; 
batf  what  is  very  extraordinary,  I  am  told  you  can  sec 
through  that  mist,  to  a  land  that  lies  a  great  way  off, 
and  that  the  more  3*ou  look  the  better  you  can  sec.  It 
every  house  arouoci  you  had  the  like  advantages,  it  would 
be  certainly  the  finest  village  in  the  kingdom — ^a  little 
heaven  upon  earth.  All  houses,  from  the  king  s  to  the 
labourer's,  however  they  differ  in  other  circumstances, 
agree  in  this,  that  they  must  have  windows  whereby 
they  may  receive  the  light.  A  palace  without  a  win- 
dow would  be  but  little  better  than  a  dungeon ;  and  a 
man  would  almost  think  himself  buried  alive  in  it. 
Many  splendid  houses  are  dungeons  with  respect  to 
spiritual  light.  A  believer  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
of  living  in  any  situation,  unless  he  enjoyed  the  light  of 
the  sun  of  righteousness ;  and  with  tliis  any  situation  is 
tolerable.  You  know  the  value  of  this  light ;  and  you 
are  favoured  with  it  Therefore  i  doubt  not  your  house 
is  a  good  one.  May  you  enjoy  it  more  and  more,  and 
now  you  are  withdrawn  from  the  noise  of  the  town,  and, 
(as  I  suppose,)  in  some  measure  from  the  hurry  of  bu- 
siness, may  your  leisure  be  sanctified,  and  a  sense  of 
the  Lord's  presence  brighten  every  hour  of  your  future 
life ;  and  may  you  dwell,  as  Jacob  lodged  for  one  night, 
at  the  gate  of  heaven,  till  the  appointed  moment  when 
the  gate  shall  open  and  let  you  in,  to  be  for  ever  with 
the  Lord.  In  the  mean  time  you  are  happy  that  the 
Lord  has  favoured  you  with  many  opportunities  and 
advantages  of  promoting  his  glory,  and  the  good  of  bis 
people,  and  given  you  a  heart  to  improve  them.     I 
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would  tell  you  how  it  is  with  lue  if  I  could  ;  at  the  best, 
it  would  be  an  inconsistcDt  account  I  am  what  I 
would  not,  and  would  what  I  cannoL  I  rejoice  and 
mourn ;  I  stand  fast,  and  aoi  thrown  down  in  the  same 
moment.  I  am  both  rich  and  poor ;  I  can  do  nothing, 
yet  I  can  do  all  things.  I  live  by  miracle.  I  am  op- 
posed beyond  my  strength,  yet  I  am  not  overpowered. 
I  gain  when  I  lose,  and  I  often  am  a  loser  by  my  gains. 
In  a  word,  I  am  a  sinner,  a  vile  one ;  but  a  sinner  be* 
lieving  in  the  name  of  Jesus.  I  am  a  silly  sheep,  but 
I  have  a  gracious,  watchful  Shepherd.  I  am  a  dull 
scholar,  but  I  have  a  Master  who  can  make  the  dullest 
learn.  He  still  bears  with  me,  he  still  employs  me,  he 
still  enables  me,  he  stills  owns  me.  O,  for  a  coal  of 
heavenly  fire  to  warm  my  heart,  that  I  might  praise 
Urn  as  I  ought !  As  a  people,  we  have  much  cause  of 
complaint  in  ourselves,  and  much  cause  of  tliankfulness 
to  him.  In  the  main,  I  hope  we  are  alive^  though  not 
as  we  could  wish  ;  our  numbers,  rather  increase  from 
year  to  year,  and  some  flourish.  In  the  ordinances^ 
^e  are  favoured  in  a  measure  with  his  presence.  But, 
O  for  a  day  of  his  power ;  that  his  work  may  run 
broader  and  deeper,  and  the  fire  of  grace  spread  from 
heart  to  heart,  till  the  whole  town  be  in  a  flame !  To 
this  I  hope  you  will  g^ve  a  hearty  AmcUi  and  often  rc- 
fnember  us  in  your  prayers. 

I  am  sincerely  yours. 


Vol.  VJk 
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LETTER  XX. 


To  Mr.  W»»»». 


My  dear  Sir,  Maj  25,  I77i. 

A  WAS  thinking  of  writing  to  you  before  I  received 
jours,  and  I  have  been  thinking  of  it  often  since.  Yes- 
terday I  had  the  agreeable  information,  that  Mrs.  **♦* 
VB8  safely  delivered  of  a  daughter.  This  quickened  my 
setolWy  and  determined  me  to  congratulate  you  and 
Mrs.  ****,  and  your  son  and  daughter,  upon  the  happy 
event,  the  very  next  post  I  trust  that  you,  and  alt 
nearly  concerned  in  this  mercy,  rejoice  in  it,  not  only 
as  an  accession  to  your  family,  but  especially  as  yoa 
see  the  good  hand  of  a  covenant  God  appearing  for 
you  and  yours  in  answer  to  prayer.  This  makes  tern* 
poral  mercies,  mercies  indeed,  when  we  can  receive 
them  as  t^e  fruits  and  pledges  of  special  love ;  when 
they  are  sanctified  by  the  promise  and  prayer,  and 
when  we  can  read  in  Uiem  the  name  and  gift  of  Him 
who  died  for  us.  Pray  give  my  love  to  the  parents, 
and  let  them  know  that  my  heart  is  with  them.  May 
the  Lord  make  them  very  happy  in  themselves,  in  each 
other,  and  in  their  family;  and  may  they  think  they 
hear  him  saying  upon  this  occasion,  as  Pharaoh's  4laugk« 
ter  did  to  the  mother  of  Moses,  **  Take  this  child  and 
**  bring  it  up  for  me,  and  I  will  pay  you  your  wages/' 
The  Lord's  wages  is  good  pay  indeed.  Who  can  ex- 
|iress  the  honour  and  the  comfort  of  bringing  up  a  child 
ibr  Jesus  ?  The  Lord  has  given  you  this  honour  ;  and 
I  am  sure  yoo  prefer  it  to  all  worldly  censideratioDs. 
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May  he  gire  you  the  desire  of  your  heart  ibr  each  and 
every  one  of  your  children.  Mrs.  ****  and  I  are  now 
in  the  line  of  parents.  For  though  she  never  felt  a 
mother's  pains,  and  there  doubtless  are  some  feelings  of 
a  "father  to  which  I  am  a  stranger  ;  the  Lord  has  given 
us  a  child  whom  we  love  as  our  own,  and  look  upon  as 
our  own.  We  thinic  it  an  advantage,  rather  than  other- 
wise, that  she  was  born,  (if  I  may  so  say,)  to  us,  above 
£ve  years  old,  which  saved  us  all  the  trouble  and  ex* 
pense  of  pap  and  cradle ;  it  is  a  great  mercy  to  us  that 
he  has  given,  her  an  amiable  and  manageable  disposition, 
so  that  she  is  quite  a  companion ;  we  love  to  pleaae  her, 
and  she  studies  to  please  us ;  and  she  is  in  generals- 
ruled  with  a  word.  I  trust  she  is  sent  hither  to  be 
numbered  in  due  time  amongst  his  favoured  people^' 
tnd  to  know  the  Saviouf  s  grace  in  her  youth'.  Help 
me,  dear  Sir,  with  your  prayers  in  her  behalf.  Yon 
ask  if  my  soul  be  more  alive  to  Jesus  than  ever  ?  I 
can  say  he  is  precious  to  my  soul,  and  that  I  love  hit 
ways  and  his  service.  He  is  my  hope,  my  end,  my 
portion ;  and  I  esteem  hb  favour  better  than  life.  Bui 
lively  feelings  are  seldom  my  lot.  Blessed  be  his  name; 
He  keeps  and  supports  me.  He  keeps  the  flock  conw 
mitted  to  my  care,  so  that  we  are  in  the  main  preserved 
from  offences  and  from  strife.  Now  and  then  be 
brings  a  stray  lamb  into  the  fold,  and  often  he  is  seen 
in  the  fold  himself.  Then  the  slieep  are  happy,  for 
they  know  his  voice,  and  admire  bis  love.  And  we 
know  be  is  present  when  we  cannot  see  him^  or  else  the 
wolf  would  quickly  break  in  and  scatter  us.  Here  is 
our  security — that  hb  eye  and  hb  heart  are  upon  us 
continuaUy.  Mr.  ••♦*,  (for  you  ask  after  him  likewise,) 
is  well,  and  I  hope  goes  on  well.  I  do  not  think  he  b 
lukewarm ;  nor  has  hb  preaching  been  in  vain«    He  is 
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ft  young  man,  and  must  learn  some  tbin^  as  others 
have  done  before  him,  in  the  school  of  experience ;  but 
I  trust  be  is  sound  and  honest,  and  that  none  who  were 
ooncemed  in  helping  him  through  his  difficulties,  and. 
bringing  him  into  the  ministry,  will  have  reason  to  re- 
pent it 

I  am  sincerely  yours. 


LETTER  XXL 


To  Mr.  W»»*». 


My  dear  Sir,  May  3,  17T6. 


W) 


ILL  you  accept  a  short  letter  as  an  apology  for  a 
k>og  silence?  I  have  been  workingmy  way  through  a  heap 
of  unanswered  letters,  (I  should  have  said  half  through ;) 
^  bad  there  been  one  from  you  in  the  number,  it  would 
have  been  dispatched  amongst  the  first ;  but  as  there 
was  not,  I  have  deferred  a  little  and  a  little  longer,  till 
I  am  constrained  to  say,  Forgive  me.  I  hope,  and  trust, 
you  find  the  Lord's  presence  with  you  in  your  new  ha- 
bitation ;  otherwise  you  would  think  it  a  dungeon.  There 
is .  the  same  difference  amongst  people  now,  as  there 
was  between  the  Egyptians  and  Israel  of  old.  Multi- 
tudes are  buried  alive  under  a  cloud  of  thick  darkness, 
but  all  the  Lord's  people  have  light  in  their  dwellings. 
Ah  !  how  many  great  and  fair  houses  are  there  without 
the  heavenly  inhabitant.  It  might  be  written  upon  their 
doors,  God  is  not  here  ;  and  when  ^ou  go  in,  you  may 
be  sure  of  it,  for  there  is  neither  peace  nor  truth  within 
the  walls.  This  thought  has  often  struck  me,  when  I  have 
been  to  see  some  fine  seats^  as  they  are  called.    When 
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the  Lord  u  not  known  and  acknowledged,  the  rooms  are 
but  cells,  in  which  the  poor  criminals  have  license  to> 
eat  and  sleep  a  little  while,  till  the  sentence  under  whick 
tfaey  lie  coodemaed  shall  be  executed  upon  them.  Oa 
the  other  hand,  the  houses  of  believers,  though  most  oC 
them  called  cottages,  are  truly  palaces ;  for  it  is  the 
presence  of  the  king  that  makes  the  court  There  the 
Lord  reigns  upon  a  throne  of  grace,  and  there  a  royal 
guard  of  angels  take  their  stand  to  watch  over  and  mi- 
nister to  the  heirs  of  salvation.  After  all,  the  best  houses 
upon  earth  are  but  inns,  where  we  are  accommodated  a 
little  time,  while  we  are  doing  our  Master's  business.  It 
is  hardly  doing  you  justice  to  say,  you  live  where  you 
have  a  house.  Your  dwelling,  your  home,  is  in  heaven, 
here  you  are  but  a  sojourner;  but,  to  express  it  in  a  more 
honourable  manner,  you  are  an  ambassador,  entrusted 
with  affairs  of  great  importance,  to  manage  for  the  King^ 
yoKkx  Master.  Every  believer,  while  upon  earth,  in  his 
several  callings,  is  an  ambassador  for  Christ,  though  not 
called  to  the  ministry.  He  has  something  of  his  Master's 
character  and  interest  to  maintain.  He  derives  his  sup« 
plies,  his  supports,  his  instructions  from  above ;  and  hia 
great  charge  and  care  is,  to  be  faithful  to  bis  coftimission. 
and  every  other  care  he  may  confidently  cast  upon  tte 
Lord,  to  whom  he  belong^.  In  this  sense  we  are  to  take 
tlie  state  upon  ourselves,  to  remember  our  dignity,  and 
not  to  stoop  to  a  conformity  to  the  poor  world  among 
whom  we  live ;  we  are  neither  to  imitate  their  customs, 
oor  regard  their  maxims,  nor  speak  their  language,  ncNr 
desire  their  honours  or  their  favours,  oor  fear  their 
frownsi  for  the  Lord  whom  we  serve  has  engaged  to  main- 
tain and  protect  us,  and  has  given  us  his  instructions, 
to  which  it  is  both  our  duty  and  our  honour  to  conform. 
And  though  the  world  that  know  him  not,  cannot  be  ex« 
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pected  to  think  very  favourably  of  us,  yet  they  can  do 
U8  no  real  harm,  if  they  do  not  prevail  upon  our  unbe^ 
lief,  and  make  us  shrink  from  his  service.  And  if  through 
grace  we  are  preserved,  so  as  not  to  be  ashamed  of  him 
now,  hereafter  he  will  not  be  ashamed  of  us.  If  they 
account  us  as  gazing-stocks  and  laughing-stocks  at  pre- 
sent for  our  singularity,  if  they  reproach,  revile,  and  de- 
spise us,  we  may  pity  them  ;  for  a  day  is  coming  when 
they  shall  be  ashamed,  and  when  we  shall  stand  forth 
with  boldness,  and  shine  like  the  sun  in  our  Lord's 
kingdom.  Then,  at  least,*  if  not  qefore,  the  difference 
between  them  that  fear  the  Lord  and  them  that  fear 
him  not,  will  be  manifest.  How  different  will  be  their 
language  concerning  him!  Isa.  xxv.  9. ;  Rev.  vi.  16,  17. 
And  how  different  will  his  language  be  to  them!  Matth. 
XXV.  34  4 1 .  O,  what  manner  of  love,  that  we  who  were 
tike  others  by  nature,  should  be  thus  distinguished  by 
grace!  We  knew  him  not,  and  therefore  we  could  not 
love  him ;  we  were  alienated  from  him ;  sin,  self,  and 
Satan  ruled  in  our  hearts ;  our  eyes  were  blinded,  and 
we  were  posting  along  in  the  road  that  leads  to  death, 
without  suspecting  danger.  But  he  would  not  let  us 
perish.  Though  when  he  knocked  at  the  door  of  our 
hearts,  we  repeatedly  refused  him  entrance;  he  would 
not  take  a  denial,  but  exerted  a  gracious  force ;  made  us 
willing  in  the  day  of  his  power,  and  saved  us  in  defiance 
of  ourselves.  And  from  the  happy  hour  when  he 
enabled  us  to  surrender  ourselves  to  him,  how  tenderly 
has  he  pitied  us,  how  seasonably  has  he  relieved  us,  how 
powerfully  upheld  us  !  How  many  Ebenezers  have  we 
been  called  upon  to  rear  to  his  praise !  And  he  has 
said  he  will  never  leave  us  nor  forsake  us.  And,  O 
what  a  prospect  lies  before  us !  When  by  his  counsel 
he  has  guid^  us  through  life,  he  will  receive  us  to  his 
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kingdom,  give  us  a  crown  of  glory,  and  place  U9  near 
lumsel^  to  see  him  as  he  is,  and  to  be  satisfied  with  bis 
love  for  ever.  How  many  years  did  we  live  before  we 
had  the  least  idea  of  what  we  were  born  to  know  and 
enjoy !  Many  things  look  dark  around  us,  and  before 
us,  but  the  spreading  of  the  Gospel  is,  I  trust,  a  token 
for  good.  O,  that  we  might  see  the  work  running  not 
only  broader  as  to  numbers,  but  deeper  as  to  the  life, 
power  and  experience,  in  the  hearts,  tempers,  and  con- 
versation of  those  who  profess  the  truth.  The  Lord 
has  removed  many  of  his  dear  people  from  ■  to 

flourish  in  a  better  world.  Not  only  many  of  the  old 
cedars,  but  several  of  the  choicest  young  plants  are 
taken  away.  Should  I  be  sorry  that  the  days  of  their 
mourning  are  ended,  and  that  they  are  out  of  the  reach 
of  snares  and  storms  ?  Nay,  I  should  rather  rejoice ; 
and  I  da  Yet  I  feel  bereaved.  I  miss  them  ;  they 
iised  to  pray  for  me,  comfort  me,  and  often  teach  and 
shame  me  by  their  example.  Pray  that  the  Lord  may 
raise  us  up  more.  I  trust  he  has  not  wholly  withdrawn 
from  us.  We  walk  in  peace,  and  have  some  seasons 
of  refreshment;  now  and  then  we  hear  of  a  new  inquirer. 
I  would  be  thankful  when,  as  an  angler,  I  catch  a  sin- 
gle fish.  But  O,  that  the  Lord  would  put  his  great  net 
in  my  hand,  and  fill  it  with  a  shoal ! 
I  am»  dearest  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 


ELEVEN  LETTERS 


TO 
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I 


LETTER  I. 


My  dear  Friend,  August  8,  \766, 


AM  \-ery  willing  to  meet  vou  with  a  letter  at  York, 
though  I  have  no  particular  ndvice  to  offer.  It  seems 
probable,  as  you  say,  that  your  expected  interview  with 
the  G****  will  afford  you  some  further  light  into  your 
future  path.  I  am  in  no  pain  about  the  event.  Man 
is  a  proud  creature,  and  prone  to  please  himself  with 
the  imagination  of  influence  and  power;  but  in  reality, 
he  has  none  any  further  than  as  if  is  civen  him  from 
above.  The  G****,  or  whoever  else  are  displeased  with 
you,  have  their  commission,  and  limits  assigned  them 
by  one  whom  they  little  think  of;  and  when  they  seem 
to  think  they  can  do  most,  they  shall  in  effect  do  no- 
thing but  as  instruments  of  his  will.  I  trust  the  Lord 
will  stand  by  you,  put  his  love  into  your  heart,  and 
suitable  words  into  your  mouth,  and  over-rule  the  minds 
of  them  with  wtiom  you  have  to  do.  And  if  he  has 
further  service  for  you  in  that  situation,  you  will  %)d 
that  his  hook  and  bridle  will  hold  them  in,  so  that  they 
shall  not  be  able  to  hurt  you.  As  you  know  whom  you 
have  believed,  and  where  to  apply  for  strength  suited 
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to  your  day,  accordin|i;  to  his  promise,  I  am  so  far  from 
trembling  for  the  event,  that  I  congratulate  you  on  the 
honourable  opportunity  that  is  before  you  of  witnessing 
a  godd  confesbioii  in  such  a  prrtence,  which  I  trust  the 
Lord  will  own  and  bless  you  in.  Fear  them  not.  Re- 
member Jesus  stood  before  the  High  Priest,  Herod,  and 
Pilate,  for  you.  But  how  different  are  the  cases !  You 
may  perhaps  meet  with  some  expressions  of  dislike,  but 
the  laws  of  the  land  will  protect  you  from  the  full  effects 
of  their  resentment ;  aiid  eveii  the  laws  of  politeness 
will  in  some  degree  restrain  them.  You  are  not  going 
to  be  buffetted,  blinded,  and  spit  upon.  Look  at  your 
regimentals,  and  let  them  remind  you  of  Him  who  wore 
a  scarlet  robe  for  you,  not  as  a  mark  of  honourable  ser- 
vice, but  as  a  badge  of  infamy.  You  are  a  soldier ;  iC 
ywt  weri  appointed  to  march  against  a  battery,  though 
it  ia  a  service  not  agreeable  to  flesh  and  blood>  yet  a 
sense  of  honour,  and  what  you  owe  to  your  king,  your 
country,  and  yourself,  would  prompt  you  to  reject  any 
rising  thought  of  fear,  that  might  betray  you  to  act  a 
part  unsuitable  to  your  character  with  disdain.  But,  O 
bow  much  stronger  and  more  animating  are  the  motives 
which  should  influence  us  as  Christian  soldiers !  I  trust 
you  willfully  feel  their  influence.  There  is  but  a  veil  of 
flesh  and  blood  between  you  and  that  unseen  w*orld 
where  Jesus  reigns  in  all  his  glory.  Perhaps  you  will 
be  attended  with  such  companies  of  the  heavenly  host 
as  made  themselves  visible  to  the  shepherds.  How 
will  they  rejoice  to  see  you  fervent  and  faithful  iu  yom 
Master*s  cause !  Nay,  he  himself  will  be  there;  and, 
thqpgh^you  cannot  see  him,  he  will  be  looking  upon 
you,  as  he  did  on  his  servant  Stephen.  Then  think  ol 
the  day  when  he,  in  his  turn,  will  own  and  confess  you 

before  an  assembled  world.    Yea,  perhaps  upon  the 
Vol.  VL  Q 
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spot  he  may  witness  his  approbation ;  and  if  you  can 
bear  bioi  whispering  in  your  heart,  ^^  Well  done,  good 
^^  and  faithful  servant/'  you  will  little  regard  what  is 
said  against  you.  As  to  consequences,  leave  them  in 
bis  hand,  they  shall  be  all  good  and  glorious  to  them 
that  fear  him.  He  may  suffer  a  cloud  to  appear,  but 
be  can  blow  it  away  in  a  moment ;  he  may  permit  this 
or  that  source  to  be  stopped  up,  but  he  can  ppen  twenty 
in  the  room  of  it  He  can  show  you  bow  little  de- 
pendence there  is  to  be  placed  on  the  friendship  and 
favour  of  men,  when  once  we  are  enabled  to  be  active 
and  hearty  for  him  ;  but  these  failures  shall  only  give 
occasion  of  showing  you  likewise,  how  all-sufficient  he 
is  in  wisdom,  love,  and  power,  to  give  more  and  better 
than  creatures  can  possibly  deprive  us  of.  Fear  not, 
be  strong — yea,  I  say  unto  you,  be  strong ;  the  Lord 
of  hosts  is  with  you. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


LETTER  II. 

My  dear  Sir,  April  13,  1767 

1  HOPE  you  find,  while  you  attempt  to  water  others, 
that  you  are  watered  and  blessed  in  your  own  soul. 
May  the  Ix)rd  open  your  mouth,  and  strengthen  your 
bands,  and  own  your  labours,  if  it  is  his  pleasure  to 
employ  you  in  his  public  service.  The  fields  are,  in- 
deed, white  for  harvest ;  and  though  I  must  govern 
myself  by  such  views  as  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  ||pve 
me,  when  I  look  round  and  see  the  state  of  things,  and 
the  miserable  darkness  and  security  of  poor  sinners,  I 
am  not  sorry  that  there  are  those  who  can  and  do  at- 
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tempt  those  services  which  I  cannot.  When  I  see  the 
heart  humble,  and  simply  devoted  to  the  Lord,  in  what- 
ever way  Christ  is  preached,  1  can,  yea,  and  will,  re- 
joice. Give  mc  leave  to  suggest,  that  the  enemy  of 
souls  will  owe  you  a  bitter  grudge  for  your  zeal ;  you 
will  have  many  eyes  upon  you,  and  hearts  against  you  ; 
the  work  is  great,  and  the  heart  deceitful.  I  doubt 
not  but  you  are  apprised  of  the  need  of  watchfulness 
and  prayer ;  yet  you  will  not  be  angry  with  mc  for 
reminding  you. 

You  will  have  two   counter-streams  to  withstand, 
either  of  which  is  sufficient  tabear  us  off  our  feet,  unless 
the  Lord  upholds  us ;  I  mean,  opposition  and  popula- 
rity.  The  former  is  troublesome,  and  in  some  respects 
perilous,  as  wc  are  too  prone  to  catch  something  of  the 
2ame  spirit.      But  the  latter  is  much  more  dangerous. 
Our  friends  are  often  eventually  our  worst  enemies.  It 
is  not  easy  to  find  a  preacher  that  has  been  honoured 
\vith  much  popularity,  who  has  not  been  at  some  times 
greatly  hurt  by  it.     It  is  apt  to  make  us  forget  who, 
and  what,  and  where  we  are ;  and  if  we  are  left  to  sup- 
pose ourselves  persons  of  consequence,  but  for  a  single 
hour,  it  will  surely  prove  to  our  loss,  and  may  expose 
us  to  a  wound  that  may  leave  a  lasting  scar,  even  though 
the  Lord  is  pleased  to  heal  it    It  behooves  us,  my  dear 
Sir,  to  keep  up  a  clear  distinction  in  our  minds  between 
gifts  and  grace.     I  can  say  from  experience,  that  it  is 
possible  to  have  a  tolerable  degree  of  liberty  for  out- 
ward service,  so  as  to  hold  a  con^iregation  pretty  fast 
by  the  ears,  to  make  them  weep,  yea,  and  perhaps  to 
weep  with  them,  m  hen  the  heart  is  far  enough  from  a 
right  frame  before  the  Lord.   These  things  you  know  : 
I  had  them  not  in  view  when  I  began,  but  they  occurred 
in  writing,  and  I  set  them  down  as  a  humbling  part  of 
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my  ezperieqcti  ^  'SAf  tbeiLord  coabU  ms  to  walk  hum- 
hijf  and  then  %e  shall  walk  safely  ;'4o  sacb  be  will  give 
more  grace.  He  will  be  their  light,  their  strength,  and 
their  joy.    May  yon  ever  find  him  sa 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


LETTER  III. 


Dear  Sir,  June  15,  1767. 


Y. 


OU  perhaps  thmk  me  long  in  answering  your  ac- 
ceptable and  obliging  favour,  but  I  was  willing  to  take 
a  second  thought  concerning  the  point  on  which  you 
desire  my  advice.     I  shall  begin  with  this,  and  may  the 
Lord  help  me  to  write  as  I  ought. 
'  1  am  fully  satisfied  with  your  views,  and  your  abili-* 
ties  for  the  ministry,  and  should  have  greatly  rejoiced  to 
have  seen  you  upon  our  list,  if  the  Lord  had  inclined 
you  that  way,  and  opened  you  a  door  in  his  providence 
at  your  first  setting  out.     But  I  fear  the  thing  is,  hu- 
manly speaking,  impracticable,  after  the  steps  you  have 
taken.    Considering  your  situation  in  life,  and  the  pub- 
lic manner  in  which  you  have  preached,  I  apprehend 
you  have  made  yourself  too  obnoxious  for  any  bishop 
to  accept  your  application.     But,  as  the  Lord  has  all 
hearts  in  his  hands,  and  can  bring  to  pass  things  that 
are  most  unlikely,  I  ought  to  suppose  the  thing  so  far 
possible,  as  to  admit  the  consideration  of  another  par- 
ticular, whether,  if  you  could  procure  ordination,  you 
could  properly,  and  with  integrity,  accept  of  it,  and 
ciiter  as  a  minister  of  the  established  church,  with  a 
previous  and  fixed  determination  to  use  your  liberty  in- 
differently,  of  preaching  in  all  places  and  circumstances 
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as  yoD  do  novi^  ,  And^  I  mqpt  oiA,  titk  if  you  are  dt- 
termioed  to  pay  nv-rrgard  to  thoa^  regulations  which 
seem  to  me  incumbent  on  ministfire  in  the  establish- 
ment,  I  think  you  had  bette^^  remain  as*  you  are.     If 
you  are  satisfied  with  your  present  call,  you  are  now 
free  to  act  as  your  conscience  shall  lead  you :  why  then 
should  you  fetter  yourself?     For,  more  or  less,  you  will 
find  episcopal  ordination  a  restraint     As  to  the  posi- 
tive engagfsments  you  would  bring  yourself  under  to  the 
bishops,  I  think  all  is  included  in  the  term  canonical 
obedience ;  to  which  you  must  bind  yourself  by  oath. 
The  measure  of  this  obedience  undoubtedly  must  be 
the  canons ;  and  the  sense,  in  my  judgment,  is  obe- 
dience to  all  their  requirements,  so  far  as  the  canons 
extend,  and  where  conscience  does  not  unavoidably  in* 
terfere.     Indeed,  I  am  not  sure  that  the  canoqs  do  .ex- 
pressly prohibit  a  minister  from  preaching  indifferently, 
when  he  pleases ;  and  therefore  it  may  seem  you  are 
not  bound  by  them.     This  I  think  is  an  excuse  for  those 
of  my  brethren,  who  having  been  ordained  before  they 
considered  or  knew  the  nature  of  their  function,  and 
awakened  afterwards,  have  been  led  insensibly,  and  by 
steps,  to  extend  their  labours  far  and  wide.     But  things 
are  so  well  understood  now  on  both  sides,  that  for  a 
man  to  apply  for  ordination  with  a  design  to  act  con- 
trary to  the  general  rule  of  parochial  cure,  carries  the 
appearance  of  disingenuity ;  and  if  the  canons  are  silent; 
I  believe  the  laws  of  the  land  give  every  minister  such 
a  right  in  his  own  parish,  as  not  to  allow  any  other 
person  to  preach  in  it  without  his  consent,  unless  he 
claims  as  a  dissenter  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Tolera- 
tion,   I  apprehend  all  the  church  ministers  who  act 
notoriously  irregular,  are  exposed  to  suffer  inconve- 
niences for  il,  if  ever  it  shall  plcafie  God  to  permit  their 
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As  to  those  ^o  are>aAready  in  tbii^ay,  alM  who  think 

it  their  duty'^cfgo  oft  in  d^ance  of  all  tuat  might  be 
done  against  them,  Ihave  nothing  to  sa^  I  rejoice  in 
their  zeal  and  success,  so  far  as  they  appear  to  act  for 
the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  oC  ^ols,  and  the  Lord 
is  pleased  to  honour  them  \iith  usefulness;  but  I  can- 
not so  well  appn^e  of  a  pawn's  luotering  into  orders, 
with  a  view  to  disregard  thAstablished  regulations  of 
the  church.  In  your  case  it  seems  not  at  all  necessary, 
for  you  wouljf  not  preach  better,  nor  probably  to  greater 
numbers,  ilfyou  were  ordained;  for  your  red  coat  and 
shoulder  knot  will  probably  excite  the  curiosity  of  the 
people'#8  much  as  my  gown  and  cassock  can  do.  And 
then  I  have  some  reluctance  to  your  giving  up  your 
coMfexions  in  the  army,  and  especially  as  you  assured 
me  that  your  influence,  both  with  the  officers  and 
soldiers,  is  no  way  lessened  by  your  commencing 
preacher.  The  continual  removes  of  your  regiment 
will  give  you  the  opportunity  of  declaring  the  glad 
tidings  in  a  great  variety  of  places ;  your  rank  in  the 
army  will  excite  the  attention  of  the  people  wherever 
you  go  ;  and  how  useful  the  Lord  may  make  you  amongst 
the  soldiery,  who  can  tell  ?  So  that  supposing  you  are 
satisfied  in  yourself  as  to  your  present  proceedings,  you 
seem  to  have  fairer  and  more  extensive  opportunities 
for  usefulness  than  any  of  us,  and  none  can  charge  you 
with  inconsistency,  or  give  you  trouble  for  what  you 
do.  I  do  not  wonder  that  your  family  should  wish  you 
to  take  orders,  because  it  would  in  some  measure  re- 
move that  odium  which  they  suppose  you  are  under  by 
preaching  in  your  present  capacity.  But  I  am  per- 
suad^  this  alone  would  not  be  a  sufficient  motive  to 
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you.  Mr.  H^S^'s  jl^^gn^n|  haMI  ccftijilerable  weight 
with  me ;  b^t»  in  |^6^  present  cas^*  I  aiii^onstrained  to 
differ  from  Mm,  for4he  reasons  KKa^^e  suggested  above. 
However,  I  trust  that  the  Lord  whom  jon  serve,  will 
be  your  best  and  infi^lible  counsellor,  and  in  time  give 
you  clear  satisfaction  as  to  whait  he  would  have  you 
to  do. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  myself  so  near  to  the  bottom  of  my 
paper,  beforo*!  l^e  opportunity  k>  say  something 
o£  that  precious  ntime,  Jesus.  Continue  to  look  to 
Him,  my  dear  friend,  and  he  will  guic^you  with  his 
eye,  give  you  support  for  the  present,  anajgdirection  for 
tlie  future.  If  he  were  upon  earth,  and  ya|l|.  (;ould  get 
near  him,  would  you  not  lay  your  difficultly  before 
him  ?  You  have  the  same  liberty  and  encouragement 
to  do  it  nowy  as  if  you  saw  him  with  your  eyes.  Fnecd 
jaot  tell  you  this;  you  know  it;  yet  though  our  JHlg- 
ments  are  fully  convinced  that  he  is  as  near,  as  kind, 
as  attentive  to  our  concerns,  as  ready  to  hear  and  as 
willing  to  assist  as  our  own  hearts  can  wish,  it  is  not 
always  easy  to  reduce  these  sentiments  to  practice. 
Unbelief,  that  injurious  bar,  interposes  and  starts  a 
thousand  anxious  thoughts  to  hide  him  from  us.  If 
ypu  find,  through  grace,  that  you  are  submissive,  apd 
only  desirous  to  know  his  will,  and  continue  waiting 
upon  him,  then  fear  not ;  he  will  not  suffer  a  soul  that 
depends  upon  him  to  take  a  wrong  step  in  a  matter  of 
such  importance.  And  if  you  find  that  he  has  assisted 
and  owned  you  in  what  you  have  done  hitherto,  I  would 
not  have  you  entertain  an  uneasy  doubt  that  you  have 
acted  wrong, 

I  am.  Sir,  vonrs. 


■»  . 
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LETTER  IV. 

Hear  Sir,  July  U,  I76r 

A  THANK  you  for  your  favour  of  the  3d.  I  wish  I 
could  offer  you  advice  worthy  of  the  confidence  you 
place  in  me.  Your  reasons  for  a  settlement  are  weighty. 
I  can  only  say,  be  much  in  prayer,  and  attend  to  the 
leadings  of  Divine  Providence,  and  I  doubt  not  but  he 
will  make  yo^r  path  of  duty  clear ;  not  perhaps  all  at 
once,  but  by  degrees,  and,  though  slowly,  yet  surely ; 
so  that  after  you  have  been  exercised  with  uncertainties 
for  a  season,  you  shall  find,  that  he  is  overruling  all  to 
bring  about  what  he  has  already  appointed  for  you. 

Ab  you  seem  to  think  that  you  may,  upon  cool  reflec* 
tion,  be  induced  to  see  it  the  duty  of  a  minister  more 
peculiarly  to  attend  to  the  charge  of  a  single  flock,  my 
principal  objection  to  your  applying  for  ordination 
amongst  us,  is  so  far  lessened.  And  I  trust,  if  you  alter 
your  sentiments  on  this  point,  it  will  be  owing  to  reflec* 
tion  and  real  conviction,  and  not  to  a  bias  arising  from 
the  motives  and  views  you  mention  in  your  letter.  When 
a  .person  has  a  becoming  diffidence  of  his  own  judgment, 
he  is  apt  to  be  influenced,  (perhaps  too  far,)  by  the  ad- 
vice and  example  of  those  whom  he  esteems  wiser  and 
better  than  himself.  It  is  no  wonder,  therefore,  that 
if  you  attend  only  to  the  advice  and  example  of  those 
of  our  friends  who  are  warm  for  itinerancy,  when  you 
consider  their  zeal,  their  motives,  and  their  apparent 
success,  you  should  think  it  matter  of  duty,  not  only  to 
follow,  but,  if  |)o--il)le,  to  go  beyond  them.  For  my 
Qwn  pait^  the  love  and  esteem  I  bear  to  many  persons 
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in  that  line  is  so  great,  that  I  know  not  if  I  durst  trust 
myself  to  be  shut  up  long  amongst  them  in  a  room,  lert 
they  should,  as  it  were,  compel  me  to  break  through  all 
bounds,  and  totally  forget  the  views  I  have  had  upon 
mature  deliberation,  and  in  my  cooler  hours.  But  I 
find  it  best,  when  good  men  are  divided,  to  hear  what 
may  be  said  on  both  sides.  I  imagine  your  connexions 
have  chiefly  led  you^  to  consider  the  plausible  appear- 
ances on  the  one  side  of  the  question.  But  1  can  assure 
you,  there  are,  (if  I  mistake  not,)  some  weighty  consider- 
ations to  be  oflTered  in  behalf  of  regularitff.  And,  by 
way  of  balance  to  what  has  occurred  to  yoa  against  it, 
I  could  wish  you  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with 
my  friend  Mr.  T*4t**,  who,  perhaps,  might  be  of  use  to 
settle  your  judgment  and  determination  as  to  your 
future  conduct  Though  the  difliculties  in  the  way  of 
your  ordination' are  great,  they  are  certainly  not  iota* 
perable.  They  were  very  great  against  me  :  yet  the 
Lord  opened  a  way.  Some  concessions  will  perhaps 
be  expected  from  you,  with  respect  to  what  will  be 
called  the  irregularity  of  your  late  proceedings ;  and 
therefore  the  strongest  bars  will  be  laid  in  the  way  by 
your  own  honour  and  conscience,  unless  you  should  see 
that,  all  things  considered,  it  is  best  for  a  clergyman 
generally  to  restrain  his  zeal  within  the  bounds  allowed 
and  prescribed  by  law  ;  for,  I  dare  say,  unless  you  set 
it  so,  you  will  not  say  so. 

You  may  depend  upon  the  business  you  intrusted 
me  with,  being  kept  a  profound  secret.  Though  you 
have  not  mentioned  the  person,  yet  as  you  seem  to 
speak  as  if  she  were  not  a  stranger  to  me,  I  suppose  I 
guess  who  she  is  ;  and  if  I  guess  right,  I  congratulate 
vour  choice ;  for  it  seems  suitable  in  everv  respect.     I 

Vor.  Vf  R 
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have  reason  to  be  a  friend  to  marriage ;  and  I  doubt  not 
but  if  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  give.you  a  suitable  partner^ 
it  will  both  add  to  your  comfort  add  strengthen  your 
hands  in  his  sertice.  Commit  yourself,  therefore,  to 
him ;  act  so  far  as  be  affords  you  an  opening ;  consult 
him  step  by  step ;  follow  his  providence  close,  but  do 
not  force  it.  We  are  prone  to  pursue  things  that  ap- 
pear desirable  with  too  much  keenness ;  but  in  his  lead- 
ings there  b  usually  a  praying  time  and  a  waiting  time. 
Yea,  he  often  brings  a  seeming  death  upon  our  hopes 
and  prospects  just  when  he  is  going  to  accomplish  them, 
and  thereby  we  more  clearly  see  and  more  thankfully 
acknowledge  his  interposition. 

The  bearer  of  this  is  a  simple,  honest  man  ;  a  good 
proficient  in  the  Lord^s  ways  for  the  time  of  his  stand- 
ing. Like  most  of  the  flock,  he  has  many  exercises, 
lM>th  inward  and  outward.  If  you  have  time  to  speak 
with  him,  he  will  tell  more  at  large  how  it  is  with  us. 

I  rejoice  that  the  Lord  brought  you  honourably  off 
from  your  challenge,  and  gave  you  victory  without 
fighting.  This  shows  his  power  over  all  hearts,  and 
that  he  is  a  sure  refuge  and  buckler  to  all  who  trust 
him.  O  that  we  could  trust  him  at  all  times,  and 
pour  out  our  hearts  before  him  !  When  Moses  was  in 
feny  diiBculty,  he  repaired  to  the  tabernacle,  and  always 
found  direction  and  support  This  was  his  peculiar 
privilege,  the  people  could  not  come  so  near ;  but 
ander  the  Gospel,  all  the  Lord's  people  have  the  pri*- 
vilege  of  Moses,  to  come  into  his  immediate  presence^ 
and  tell  him  all  their  wants  at  all  times.  How  happy 
should  we  be  if  we  could  fully  improve  this  privilege) 
mud  bring  every  thing,  as  fast  as  it  happens,  to  the 
throne  of  grace.     Surely  he  does  not  sit  between  the 
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cherubim  for  any  other  purpose  than  to  give  us  aii# 
swers  of  grace  and  peace  all  the  day  long. 
1  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yoar  affectionate  servant  and  fellovr-pilgrim. 


^y  dear  Friend,  Sept.  28,  i76f . 

JL  OURS  of  the  3 1st  of  August  from  York,  gave  much 
pleasure  lo  me,  and  to  your  friends  here.  I  rejoicQ 
that  the  Lord  enabled  you  to  stand  up  for  bis  trutb* 
and  gave  you  the  victory  in  the  manner  you  relate.  It 
is  a  proof  that  he  is  indeed  on  your  side ;  and  I  think  U 
is  an  intimation  that  you  are  in  the  right  place.  I/q- 
deed,  I  own  I  could  never  heartily  wish  to  see  you  io 
our  uniform ;  for  I  think  you  bid  fair  to  be  more  ex* 
tensively  useful  by  keeping  your  stand  in  the  army,  and 
continuing  to  preach  where  the  Lord  opens  you  a  door« 
As  to  considerations  of  a  personal  nature,  1  doubt  qot 
but  you  desire  to  hold  them  in  subordination  to  the  wil) 
of  God  and  the  calls  of  duty ;  and  why  might  not  what 
you  hinted  to  roe  take  place  while  a  captain,  as  well  a^ 
if  a  clergyman?  Of  this  you  are  the  best  judge;  butiq 
general,  I  know  the  Lord  can  and  will  order  all  things 
for  the  good  of  his  children,  and  especially  of  those 
who  are  desirous  to  give  themselves  up,  without  reserve, 
to  his  service,  and  to  cast  all  their  care  and  concerns 
on  him  by  faith  and  prayer. 

I  hope  Mr.  B****  and  you  are  mutually  comfortable 
and  profitable  to  each  other.  I  understand  his  heart  is 
warm  for  the  work,  and  perhaps  your  zeal  and  exampla 
have  quickened  his  desires  to  what  I  sometimes  heal 
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called,  an  apostolic  mission,  and  what  others  disapprove 
by  the  term  irregularity.  For  my  own  part,  I  wish 
well  to  all,  both  regulars  and  irregulars,  that  love  and 
preach  Jesus.  But  I  remember  a  question  something 
to  the  purpose,  (and  that  he  was  a  man  of  a  warm  zeal, 
and  as  little  under  the  influence  of  worldly  wisdom  as 
any  we  hope  to  be  in  this  day,)  who  somewhere  asks, 
'^  Are  all  apostles  ?''  If  it  should  be  allowed,  (which  I 
should  be  unwilling  to  contradict,)  that  in  the  case 
of  some,  perhaps^in  your  case,  there  are  some  circum- 
stances which,  taken  in  connexion  with  the  event  of 
things,  do  evidently  justify  their  acting  in  that  way 
which  some  call  irregular ;  it  will  not  follow,  therefore, 
that  every  young  man  who  has  a  fair  and  peaceable 
right  to  expect  orders  in  the  church,  and  a  providential 
appointment  to  the  cure  of  souls  in  a  particular  place, 
would  do  well  to  follow  their  steps.  It  appears  to  me 
that  a  parochial  charge  is  a  weighty  thing,' and  that  a 
minister  who  keeps  much  with  his  own  people,  watches 
over  and  warns  them  publicly  and  from  house  to  house; 
acquaints  himself  with  their  situations,  tempers,  and 
temptations,  and  thereby  knows  how  to  speak  a  word 
in  season  to  them,  and  is  on  the  spot  to  guard  them 
against  the  first  symptoms  of  a  declension,  or  the  first 
appearances  of  error ;  I  say,  such  an  one  appears  to 
me  in  a  competent  sphere  of  duty,  and  if  he  admits  en- 
gagements manifestly  inconsistent  witli  such  a  close  and 
sedulous  attention,  he  may  appear*  more  important  to 
himself,  or  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  will  not,  upon 
the  whole,  be  so  useful.  There  is  that  in  us  by  nature 
which  may  dispose  us  to  be  well  pleased  at  aiming  at 
great  things ;  and  though  I  trust  that  many  who  set  out 
as  it' they  expected  to  convert  whole  countries,  act  from 
nobler  motives,  even  a  gracious  concern  for  the  glory 
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of  God  and  the  good  of  souls,  yet  our  ^wn  evil  is  so 
deeply  and  closely  entwined  with  the  good  which  the 
Lord,  puts  into  our  hearts,  that  I  believe  many  who 
earnestly  desire  to  promote  the  gospel  interest,  do  in 
some  respects  hurt  it,  by  overlooking  all  regard  to 
order,  treating  the  most  express  and  positive  engage^ 
ments  as  not  worthy  of  notice,  drawing  a  sort  of  war- 
rant thereby  for  any  person  to  undertake  any  service, 
who  thinks  himself  qualified  for  it 

As  to  yourself,  my  dear  Sir,  my  whole  heart  goes 
with  you  in  your  endeavours  to  serve  the  Lord ;  what 
he  has  done  for  you,  and  by  you,  are  satisfactory  proofs 
to  me  of  your  call«  But  I  write  thus  to  beg  you  not 
to  make  your  own  case  a  precedent;  but  when  you 
meet  with  young  men  of  right  views  and  promising 
talents,  who  seem  propcrjy  qualified  to  serve  God  in 
the  established  church,  if  diey  are  ready  to  catch  your 
fire,  I  would  wish  you. rather  to  assist  them  with  a 
bridle  than  a  spur ;  advise  them  to  follow  the  leadings, 
and  wait  the  openings,  of  Providence  ;  to  begin  with 
small  things,  and  not  to  think  their  time  lost,  if  the  Lord 
shouJd  give  them  at  first  such  an  easy  service  as  may 
affprd  them  leisure  for  a  close  study  of  the  word  gf 
God  and  of  their  hearts,  that  they  may  come  to  be 
solid,  Scriptural,  experimental,  and  judicious  preachers, 
be  furnished  with  an  acceptable  variety,  and  prove, 
both  to  the  church  and  the  world,  workmen  that  need 
not  to  be  ashamed.  Some  young  men  have  been  loose 
and  raw  preachers  all  their  days,  by  thinking  a  warm  im- 
pression of  a  text  of  Scripture,  and  a  compassionate 
feeling  for  the  souls  of  sinners,  almost  the  only  neces- 
sary requisites.  When  a  young  tree  puts  out  blossoms 
in  great  abundance,  the  skilful  gardener  pulls  many  qtt\ 
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and,  though  he  thereby  lessens  its  fruitfulness  for  the 
present,  he  secures  it  for  the  future. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


I 


LETTER  VI. 

t 

My  dear  Friend)  NoTember  9,  1767. 


THINK  we  fully  agree  in  bur  sentiments  about 
preachers.  The  gifts,  the  views^  the  services  of  those 
who  are  sent  and  taught  by  the  same  Spirit,  may  be, 
and  are  in  many  respects,  different ;  but  if  they  are  sent 
and  taught  by  him,  they  will  preach  the  same  Jesus, 
iiney  will  equally  confess  their  dependence  on  the  Holy 
Spirit  for  their  ability  and  success,  and,  more  or  less,  he 
will  own  their  ministrations,  and  give  them  living  witnes- 
ses and  seals  that  he  has  employed  them  in  his  work. 
Those  who  agree  in  these  essentials,  would  do  well  to 
agree  amongst  themselves,  and  to  wish  each  other  pro- 
sperity in  the  name  of  the  Lord.  When  I  see  a  com- 
petency of  spiritual  knowledge,  and  a  humble  frame  of 
ttind,  I  would  not  look  further,  nor  inquire  whether  the 
instrument  is  a  scholar  or  a  gownsman,  before  I  give 
him  the  right  hand  of  fellowship.  But  I  own,  if  people 
attempt  to  teach  others  what  they  very  poorly  under- 
VtmA  themselves ;  or  if  the  deportment  savours  of  self- 
confidence  and  a  desire  of  being  noticed,  I  am  ready 
to  fear  that  they  run  before  they  are  sent  I  wish  that 
none  of  us  who  are  called  regular,  may  affect  to  despise 
those  who,  from  a  principle  of  love  to  the  Lord  and  to 
souls,  think  it  right  to  move  more  at  large  than  we  do. 
And  I  wish  that  none  in  jfour  way  would  censure  and 
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cdndennr  us  for  beiog  incotebent  upon  what  we  con* 
ceive  to  be  our  proper  work  and  charge,  but  candidly 
believe  we  may  have  other  reasons  than  the  fear  of 
many  or  the  love  of  ease,  (though,  alas  !  I  know  not  to 
what  charge  I  dare  plead  an  absolute  Not  guilty, ")  for 
not  choosing  to  depart  from  our  present  path,  and  to 
imitate  yours.  I  say  I  wish  there  may  be  this  mutual 
candour  on  all  sides ;  but  if  not,  those  will  be  happiest 
who  can  bear  the  misapprehensions  of  their  breUiren 
without  being  citiier  grieved  or  offended.  It  is  a  small 
thing  to  be  judged  of  men.  If  the  Lord  condescends 
to  smile  upon  us,  and  gives  us  to  maintain  a  good  con^ 
'science  in  his  sight,  so  that  we  can  humbly  appeal  to 
him  that  we  aim  at  his  glory,  we  may  be  content  to 
bear  any  thing  else.  We  shall  all  be  of  one  mind  era 
long.  In  the  mean  time,  may  we  ever  remember,  tbat 
not  he  that  commendeth  himself  is  approved,  but  whom 
the  Lord  commendeth. 

I  am  glad  you  have  been  at  H ^  ;  I  made  no 

doubt  but  you  would  love  my  dear  friend  ;  possibly  I 
jnay  overrate  him  ;  I  own  he  is  but  a  man,  but  I  tlwik 
him  an  uncommon  one ;  an  eminent  instance  of  tbt 
true  Christian  spirit.  This  is  what  is  most  taking  witllr 
me.  Gifts  are  useful ;  but  they  are  mere  tinsel,  com^^ 
pared  with  the  solid  gold  of  grace.  An  eminency  m 
gifts  is  specious  and  glittering ;  but  unless  grace  is  pro- 
portionable, very  ensnaring  likewise.  Gifts  are  like 
riches :  if  well  improved,  they  give  a  man  fairer  oppor^- 
lunities  of  service ;  but  if  the  Lord  favours  a  man  with 
gireat  gifts,  and  in  consequence  thereof,  considerable 
popularity,  that  man  stands  in  a  dangerous  situation :  if 
he  is  not  kept  humble,  great  soon  will  be  his  fall ;  and 
to  keep  ftucb  a  man  humble,  more  than  a  common  share 
of  trials  b  usually  needful.     My  prayer  for  you  and 
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im  myself,  my  dear  friend,  is,  that  we  may  never  be 
sufiered  to  infer  grace  from  gifts,  or  to  mistake  the  ex* 
enrise  of  the  one  for  the  exercise  of  the  other.  We 
have  need  to  be  saying  continually,  *'  Hold  thou  me 
**  up  and  I  shall  be  safe/'  How  else  can  we  stand  ? 
If  we  meet  with  opposition,  it  has  hurt  its  thousands. 
If  we  are  exposed  to  caresses  and  popularity,  they  have 
slain  their  ten  thousands.  Jesus  alone  is  able  to  pre- 
serve us,  and  he  is  able  to  preserve  us  fully ;  in  the  lion's 
den,  in  the  fiery  furnace,  in  the  swellings  of  Jordan, 
if  he  be  with  us,  and  maintain  in  us  a  sense  of  our  un- 
worthiness,  and  our  entire  dependence  upon  him,  we 
shall  be  safe. 

I  see  that,  beside  the  general  lot  of  affliction  in  com- 
mon with  others,  you  are  likely  to  have  one  peculiar 
trial,  which  might  be  lightly  regarded  by  some,  but  not 
by  me.  Indeed,  J  can  sympathize  with  you  ;  and,  from 
what  I  have  formerly  felt,  I  am  sure  nothing  but  the 
grace  of  God  can  compose  the  mind  under  such  a  dis- 
appointment. But  remember,  he  has  given  you  him- 
self. If  he  sees  fit  to  overrule  your  desires,  be  sure  it 
is  best  for  you.  The  Lord  sees  all  consequences ;  if  we 
eould  do  so,  we  should  acquiesce  in  bis  appointments 
the  first  moment.  If  it  is  for  your  good  and  his  glory, 
it  shall  yet  take  place,  (you  would  not  wish  it  other- 
wise ;)  if  not,  he  can  make  it  up,  perhaps  in  kmd^  (for 
there  is  an  old  proverb,  ^*  That  there  is  as  good  fish  in 
"  the  sea  as  ever  came  out  of  it ;'')  but  if  not  so,  he 
can  easily  make  it  up  in  kindness^  and  give  you  such  a 
taste  of  his  love  that  you  shall  gladly  forego  all,  and  say 
as  David,  Psal.  Ixxiii.  S5.  Let  other  things  turn  out 
as  he  pleases,  you  must  be  happy,  for  the  Lord  himself 
is  your  guide,  your  shield,  and  your  portion.  Keep 
your  eye  and  heart,  my  firiend,  opon  bis  work,  and  he 


will  take  teM  cf  your  other  affairs,  and  not  witiibold 
any  jiockl  thing  from  you.  All  hearts  are  in  bis  bands ; 
wlien  his  time  is  come,  hard  things  are  made  easy,  aoA 
mnintains  sink  into  plains. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c. 


LETTER.  VII. 
My  dear  Friend,  January  4,  1768. 

IVi  Y  heart  is  as  much  with  you,  I  trust,  as  it  would  be 

bad  you  the  most  canonical  appointment,  and  the  most 

regular  sphere  of  service.     And  I  would  as  willingly 

hear  you  in  your  usual  places,  as  if  you  preached  in  St* 

PauKs.     But  as  I  have  already  answered  your  letter, 

this,  and  more  th^t  I  could  offer  from  it,  now  I  have  it 

before  me,  may  be  little  more  than  repetition. 

I  hope  the  entrance  of  the  new  year  will  be  blessed 

to  you.     The  last  was  to  me  a  year  of  peculiar  mercies ! 

But,  alas  !  as  to  my  part  in  it,  I  have  little  pleasure  in 

the  review.     Alas!  how  much  faintness  and  unfruitful* 

ness  has  the  I^rd  borne  with  from  me !  Indeed,  I  am 

almost  continually  a  burden  to  myself,  and  find  such  a 

difference  between  what  I  seem  to  be  in  the  pulpit  and 

in  public,  and  what  I  really  teel  myself  to  be  before  the 

Lord,  that  I  am  often  amazed  and  confounded ;  and 

was  it  not  that  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  in  some  mea* 

sure  to  establish  me  in  the  knowledge  of  my  justifying 

righteousness,  and  the  unalterable  security  of  his  cove«- 

nant  of  grace,  I  should  be  ready  to  give  all  up.     I  am 

kept  at  a  great  distance  from  the  tull  possession  of  my 

privilege  ;  but,  throujrh  mercy,  the  evils  I  feel  are  con- 

fine<i  within  mvBelf ;  the  Lord  keeps  me  firom  ttun- 
VoL.  VI.  S 
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bling  outwmrdly,  and  does  not  suffer  Satan  to  distress 
me  with  those  grievous  temptations  which  he  has  always 
in  readiness  when  permitted.  I  trust  my  hope  is  founded 
upon  a  rock,  and  that  he  to  whom  I  have  been  enabled 
to  commit  my  soul,  will  keep  it  to  the  end.  Yet  surely 
I  am  a  wonder  to  myself. 

Exercises  of  mind  are  common  to  all  who  know  any 
thing  of  themselves,  and  have  some  just  views  of  their 
obligations  to  redeeming  love.     But  those  who  preach 
to  others  must  expect  a  double  portion.    We  need  them 
in  order  to  keep  us  humble,  upon  which,  as  a  means,  our 
success  and  comfort  especially  depend.     We  need  them 
that  we  may  know  how  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to 
weary  souls.     Innumerable  are  the  trials,  fears,  com- 
plaints, and  temptations,  which  the  Lord's  people  are 
beset  with ;  some  in  one  wav»  some  in  another :  the 
minister  must,  as  it  were,  have  a  taste  of  all,  or  it  might 
happen  a  case  might  come  before  him  to  which  he  had 
nothing  to  say.     And  we  need  them  likewise  to  bring 
our  hard  hearts  into  a  feeling  disposition  and  sympathy 
with  those  who  suffer,  otherwise  we  should  be  too  busy 
or  too  happy  to  attend  unto  their  moans.     Surely  much 
of  that  hasty  and  censorious  spirit,  too  often  observable 
in  young  converts,  arises  from  their  having,  as  yet,  a 
very  imperfect  accquaintance  with  the  deceitfulness  of 
their  own  hearts.     But,  the  old  weather-beaten  Chris- 
tian, who  has  learnt  by  sorrowful  experience  how  weak 
he  is  in  himself,  and  what  powerful  subtle  enemies  he 
has  to  grapple  with,  acquires  a  tenderness  in  dealing 
with  bruises  and  broken  bones,  which  greatly  conduces 
to  his  acceptance  and  usefulness.     I  desire,  therefore, 
to  be  resigned  and  thankful,  and  to  give  myself  up  to 
the  Lord  to  lead  me  in  whatever  way  he  sees  best; 
only  I  am  grieved^  that  it  is  so  much  his  appointment  to 
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« 
keep  me  thus  low,  as  it  is  the  necessary  consequence^ 

af  my  own  folly  and  remissness. 

I  am  youn,  &c. 


LETTER  VIIL 


F 


My  dear  Friend, 


ROM  what  I  have  heard,  I  suppose  this  will  not 
«ome  premature  to  congratulate  you  on  the  accomplish- 
ment of  your  wishes.  If  the  late  Miss  C****  is  now 
Mrs.  S****,  we  present  our  warmest  wishes  of  happi* 
ness  to  you  both  in  your  union — a  union  in  which,  I 
trust,  you  will  both  see  the  effect  ot  his  love  and  favour 
who  has  previously,  by  his  grace,  united  you  to  himself. 
I  was  much  pleased  when  you  first  mentioned  your, 
views  to  me ;  for  I  thought  you  were  remarkably  suited 
and  fitted  for  each  otlier,  and  I  had  a  good  hope  from 
the  beginning,  that  the  difficulties  which  seemed  at  first 
to  occur  would  in  due  time  subside.  I  rejoice  with 
you  therefore ;  yet  as  one  who  knows  that  the  sweetest 
connexions  in  the  present  life  are  attended  with  their 
proportionable  cares  und  abatements.  No  one  has 
more  reason  to  speak  with  thankfulness  and  satisfac- 
tion of  the  marriage  state  than  myself.  It  has  been^ 
and  is,  to  me,  the  best  and  dearest  of  temporal  bless- 
ings ;  but  I  bftve  found  a  balance,  at  least  an  abate- 
inent,  in  the  innumerable  inquietudes  and  painful  sen- 
sations which  at  times  it  has  cost  me.  So  it  must  be 
in  the  present  state ;  we  shall,  in  one  way  or  another, 
feel  that  vanity  is  intervioven  in  every  circumstance  of 
life,  and  it  is  needful  we  should  feel  it  to  correct  that 
proneness  in  our  hearts  to  rest  in  creatures.      Hnw- 
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ever,  the  God  of  all  grace  has  promised  to  mnclify  the 
changes  we  pass  through,  and  he  will  not  afflict  us  with- 
out acause,  or  without  a  blessing.  Upon  your  en- 
trance on  a  new  way  of  life,  you  will  probably  find  the 
enemy  will  change  the  manner  and  method  of  his  at- 
tacks ;  he  suits  himself  to  our  occasions  and  situations. 
With  such  an  amiable  partaer,  your  chief  danger  per- 
haps uill  lie  in  being  too  happy.  Alas !  the  deceitful- 
ness  of  our  hearts,  in  a  time  of  prosperity,  exposes  us 
to  the  greatest  of  evils,  to  wander  from  the  fountain  of 
living  waters,  and  to  sit  tlown  by  broken  cisterns. 

The  fondness  oTa  creature  tore^ 
Eow  strong^  it  strikes  the  sense. 

Permit  me  to  hint  to  yoo,  yea,  to  both  of  you,  Beware 
of  idolatry.  I  have  smarted  for  it ;  it  has  distressed 
me  with  many  imaginary  fears,  and  cut  me  out  much 
cause  of  veal  humiliation  and  grief.  I  would  hope  that 
others  are  not  so  ungrateful  and  insensible  as  I  am ; 
but  for  myself  I  have  chiefly  found  that  the  things 
which  I  have  accounted  my  choice  mercies,  when  I  have 
seen  the  hand  and  tasted  the  goodness  of  the  Lord  the 
most  sensibly,  have  been  the  principal  occasions  of 
drawing  out  the  evils  of  my  heart,  seducing  me  into 
backsliding  frames,  and  causing  me  to  walk  heavily  and 
in  darkness.  And  this  moment,  should  the  Lord  vi&it 
me  with  breach  upon  breach,  and  bring  the  thing  that  I 
most  fear  upon  me,  I  must  justify  him;  for  I  have  turned 
all  his  blessings  into  occasions  of  sin,  and  perhaps  those 
most  upon  which  my  heart  has  set  the  highest  value. 

Yet  still  I  must  congratulate  you.  So  sure  as  you 
are  joined  you  must  part,  and  such  separations  are 
bard  to  flesh  and  blood  ;  but  it  will  only  be  a  separation 


for  a  little  time.  You  will  walk  together  as  fellow-heirs 
of  eternal  life,  helpmeets  and  partakers  of  each  other's 
spiritual  joys,  and  at  length  you  shall  meet  before  the 
throne  of  glory,  and  be  for  ever  with  the  Lord.  May 
you  live  under  the  influence  of  these  views,  and  find 
every  sweet  made  still  sweeter  by  the  shining  of  the 
Sun  of  Righteousness  upon  your  souls;  and  every 
cross  sanctified  to  lead  you  to  a  nearer,  more  inime* 
diate,  and  more  absolute  dependence  on  himself.  For 
this  I  hope  frequently  to  pray,  and  I  entreat  your  joint 
prayers  tor  us.  To  which  I  must  add,  my  hope  and 
expectation,  that  if  ever  occasions  should  call  you  into 
these  parts,  you  will  certainly  give  us  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  you  both  at  the  vicarage. 

Your  experiences  and  mine  seem  something  alike^ 
only  you  appear  to  me  to  have  a  quicker  sense  both  of 
sin  and  grace  than  I  have  attained.  Perhaps  you  think 
differently.  It  is  a  question  that  can  be  decide  d  only 
by  Him  who  searches  our  hearts.  But  it  matters  not 
who  is  best  or  worst,  since  Jesus  is  necessary  and  suf- 
ficient for  both.  I  trust  he  is  my  righteousness  and 
strength,  and  that  I  do  not  deliberately  look  for  either 
elsewhere.  But  the  old  leaven — a  tendency  to  the  co- 
venant of  works,  still  cleaves  to  me,  and  my  judgment, 
(imperfect  as  it  is,)  is  much  clearer  than  my  experience. 
I  think  I  can  point  out  the  way  to  others,  but  I  find  it 
not  easy  to  walk  in  it  myself.  However,  I  am  learning 
to  cease  from  complaints,  unless  to  the  Lord,  and  would 
rather  invite  my  friends  to  join  me  in  praising  his  good- 
ness and  grace.  I  am  not  what  I  would  be ;  but  there 
is  a  period  coming,  when  I  shall  be  so,  yea^  more  than 
my  heart  can  conceive.  I  hope  to  see  Jesus,  to  be 
like  him,  and  with  him  for  ever. 

1  am  your  very  affectionate^  &c. 
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LETTER  IX. 


My  dear  Sir,  November  14,  1768. 


Y. 


OUR  last  letter,  (which  I  am  glad  to  find  is  without 
a  date,)  gave  me  much  pleasure.  As  the  Lord  has  shown 
you  where  your  dangers  lie,  and  has  revealed  himself  to 
you  as  your  wisdom  and  strength,  I  doubt  not  but  you 
Bball  be  led  in  the  path  of  duty  and  safety.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  he  lets  us  make  a  trip,  to  increase  our  circum- 
spection and  humiliation,  to  keep  us  sensible  of  our 
nothingness,  and  to  endear  to  us  the  name  of  Jesus,  our 
gracious  Advocate.  It  is  difficult  to  preserve  a  right 
frame  of  spirit  in  our  necessary  converse  with  temporal 
things  ;  so  as  not  to  overvalue  or  undervalue  the  many 
tokens  of  his  love,  with  which  he  is  pleased  to  surround 
us.  But,  though  the  lesson  is  hard,  and  we  are  dull 
scholars,  our  Master  is  able  to  teach  us  all  things  that 
concern  our  comfort  and  his  glory ;  and  he  has  pro- 
mised he  will  teach  us.  Indeed,  we  are  in  his  school 
from  morning  to  night ;  every  occurrence  of  every  day, 
all  that  passes  within  and  without,  has  a  voice,  and  a 
suitableness  to  advance  our  proficiency.  The  provi- 
dences that  affect  our  persons,  families,  and  acquaint- 
ance ;  the  workings  of  our  own  hearts,  the  conduct  of 
others  before  our  eyes,  whether  good  or  evil,  all  concur 
to  expound  and  illustrate  the  word  of  God,  and  what 
we  there  read  concerning  the  two  great  mysteries  of 
sin  and  grace.  The  best  exposition  of  divine  truth  is 
always  before  us  ;  and  we  may  read  and  study  it  when 
we  lie  down  or  rise  up ;  when  we  sit  in  the  house,  or 
when  we  walk  by  the  way.    In  this  way,  though  we  are 
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slow  to  learn,  yet  the  Lord  enables  us  to  get  forward  a 
little.  .  And  in  proportion  as  we  advance,  we  see  more 
of  his  fulness  and  sufficiency,  and  the  emptiness  and 
ranity  of  every  thing  else. 

I  beard,  some  time  since,  that  you  were  on  the  point 
of  quitting  your  regiment.  Whether  this  report  aroee 
from  the  information,  which  as  you  mention  in  your 
letter  you  had  received  from  the  commanding  officer,  but 
which  you  did  not  think  of  sufficient  authority  to  deter- 
mine you-;  or  whether  you  have  received  a  further  in- 
timation, I  know  not.  Wherever  tliis  may  find  you, 
I  hope  it  will  find  you  just  where,  and  just  as  the  Lord 
would  have  you  to  be ;  casting  all  your  care  on  hira^ 
and  having  nothing  much  at  heart  but  to  know  his  will, 
and  cheerfully  to  comply  with  it.  This  is  a  happy 
frame  ;  for  they  that  thus  trust  in  the  Lord,  shall  never 
be  moved  :  they  shall  not  be  afraid  of  evil  tidings  :  he 
will  guide  them  by  his  eye,  direct  all  their  paths,  and 
give  them  his  testimony  in  their  consciences  that  their 
ways  are  acceptable  in  his  sight 

I  am,  &c. 


LETTER  X. 
My  dear  Sir,  May  20,  1769. 

X  AM  more  sorry  than  surprised  that  you  are  con- 
strained to  leave  the  army.  I  was  apprehensive  from 
the  first  that,  sooner  or  later,  this  would  be  the  case. 
However,  as  I  know  you  have  acted  with  a  simple  view 
to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  souls,  I  trust  he 
will  give  you  the  reward  of  those  that  suffer  for  right- 
eo«sness'  sake.      May  he  now  make  you  a  blessing 
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wherever  be  shall  be  pleased  to  fix  or  send  you,  and 
give  you  many  seals  to  your  labours,  that  you,  and  all 
about  you,  may  rejoice  in  your  present  situation.  And 
as  you  are  not  now  under  either  military  or  ecclesiastical 
restraints,  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  gladly  spend  and  be 
spent  for  his  sake.  The  campaign  is  short ;  the  vic- 
tory already  secured  :  we  have  but  a  few  skirmishes 
to  pass  through ;  and  then,  he  who  has  promised  to 
make  us  more  than  conquerors,  will  put  a  crown  of 
eternal  life  upon  our  heads. 

We  were  truly  concerned  to  hear  of  Mrs.  S****'s  ill- 
ness, but  hope  your  next  will  inform  us  of  a  happy  re- 
covery. I  know  how  to  sympathize  with  you  in  this 
article.  When  we  have  had  such  views  of  the  world, 
that  we  are  in  a  measure  weaned  from  all  connexions 
but  one  ;  when  we  have,  (if  I  may  so  speak,)  but  one 
gourd  in  which  we  rejoice,  how  do  our  spirits  flutter 
when  we  think  a  worm  is  touching  its  root !  I  have  been 
a  grievous  idolater,  and  have  loved  to  a  sinful  excess ;  yet; 
through  marvellous  mercy,  we  are  both  spared  to  this 
day.  But  how  often  has  the  Lord  punished  us  in  each 
other ;  w  hat  anxiety  and  distress  have  I  at  times  endured 
for  want  of  faith  to  trust  my  dearest  concerns  in  his 
band  who  does  all  things  well;  and  for  want  of  that  mode- 
ration, with  respect  to  all  tilings  below  the  skies,  which 
becomes  those  who  are  called  with  the  high  and  holy 
calling  of  the  Gospel.  Such  is  the  effect  of  our  de- 
pravity, that  we  are  almost  sure  either  to  undervalue  or 
overvalue  the  blessings  we  enjoy.  But  the  Lord  is  good ; 
he  knows  our  frame,  pities  our  weakness,  and,  uhcn  he 
corrects,  it  is  with  the  affection  of  a  father.  I  hope  he 
will  spare  you  to  be  long  comforts  and  helpmeets  to  each 
other :  yet  knoviing  how  happily  you  are  united,  I  can- 
not help,  when  I  recollect  how  I  have  smarted,  giving 


Let.  lt>.  2b  J:  5****^  Ay.  J37 

you  a  gentle  admonition.  Beware  of  idolatry.  He, 
Tpbo  in  mercy  brought  you  together,  will  not  needlessly 
grieve  you.  He  loves  you  both,  unspeakably  better  than 
you  love  each  other,  and  therefore  you  may  safely  com- 
mit health  and  life,  body  and  soul,  into  his  keeping. 
Pray  for  me  that  I  may  myself  learn  the  lesson  I  would 
prescribe  to  you ;  for  though  it  is  easy  to  talk  and  wrke 
while  all  things  are  smooth,  yet  when  the  trial  has  re- 
tnmed,  and  I  have  been  brought  to  a  pinch,  I  have  still 
found  that  I  had  yet  much  to  learn,  and  that  when  judg- 
ment is  tolerably  clear,  the  actual  experience  and  feeling 
of  the  heart  may  be  sadly  mixed  and  disturbed. 

As  to  your  complaints,  I  might  transcribe  them,  and 
send  them  back  in  my  name.  I  seem  to  have  all  the 
causes  of  grief  and  shame  that  are  common  to  others  ; 
and  not  a  few,  that  I  am  ready  to  think  peculiar  to  my- 
self. But,  through  mercy,  I  can  also  follow  you  m  what 
you  say  of  the  all-sufficiency  of  Jesus.  His  blood,  rij^- 
eousness,  intercession,  and  unchangeable  love,  keep  me 
from  giving  way  to  the  conclusions  which  Satan  and  un- 
belief would  sometimes  force  upon  me.  It  is  he  who 
TOust  do  all  for  me,  by  me,  and  in  me.  I  long  to 
live  more  above  the  influence  of  a  legal  spirit  and  an 
unbelieving  heart.  But,  indeed,  I  groan,  being  burdened. 
I  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  a  want  of  liberty  in  pub- 
lic, but  I  wish  I  could  be  more  concerned  for  success, 
and  more  affected  to  see  poor  sinners  hardening  under 
the  sound  of  the  Gospel.  I  am  afraid  that  if  I  am 
enabled  to  Ell  up  my  hour,  and  to  come  off  with  tolera- 
ble acceptance,  I  am  too  easily  satisfied.  Indeed^ 
this  is  a  mercy  which  demands  my  thankfulness ;  but 
the  great  concern  should  be,  that  neither  my  preach^ 
ing  nor  their  bearing  may  be  in  vain.      However,  the 

L.ord  grant  me  to  be  faithful ! 

Vol.  VL  T  T  nm  yours,  &?, 
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LETTER  XI. 


My  dear  Friend>  January  19,  17f3. 


H£  evils'  of  wbich  we  mutually  complain,  are  the 
effects  of  a  fallen  nature ;  and  though  we  feel  them,  if 
tile  Lord  gives  us  grace  to  be  humbled  for  them,  if  they 
make  us  more  vile  in  our  own  eyes,  and  make  Jesus 
more  precious  to  our  hearts,  they  shall  not  hurt  us,  but 
rather,  we  may  rank  them  among  the  all  things  that 
shall  work  for  our  good.  All  our  complaints  amount 
but  to  this,  that  we  are  very  sick ;  and  if  we  did  not 
find  ourselves  to  be  so,  we  should  not  duly  prize  the 
infallible  Physician.  Our  perverseness  and  firoward* 
ness  illustrate  his  compassion  and  tenderness  ;  and 
what  by  mournful  experience  we  learn  of  the  deceit- 
fiilness  of  our  own  hearts,  qualifies  us  the  better  to 
speak  to  the  case  of  others,  and  to  offer  a  word  of 
warning,  exhortation,  and  consolation  to  his  people. 
There  is  no  school  but  this  in  which  we  can  acquire 
the  tongue  of  the  learned,  to  speak  a  word  in  season  to 
them  that  are  weary,  or  be  preserved  from  the  pride, 
vanity,  and  self•^righteousness  which  would  otherwise 
defile  all  our  best  services.  It  is  better  of  the  two^ 
that  we  should  have  cause  of  being  covered  with  shame 
and  confusion  of  face  before  the  Lord,  than,  for  want 
of  a  due  sense  of  the  evils  within  us,  be  suffered  to 
grow  wise  and  good  in  our  own  conceits,  as  we  cer- 
tainly should  when  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  give  us  some 
liberty  and  success  in  our  public  work,  unless  we  were 
ballasted  with  the  mortifying  conviction  of  what  xire  are 
in  ourselves.  Yet  I  hope  he  will  enable  us  to  watch 
and  pray  against  any  actual   backslidings  of  heart, 
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and  that  the  remembrance  of  what  we  have  already 
suffered  in  this  respect^  may  suffice  to  remind  us  that 
we  are  nothing,  have  nothing,  and  can  do  nothing,  but 
by  his  power  working  in  us.  If  he  is  pleased  to  keep 
our  eye  and  our  heart  simply  dependent  upon  him,  bis 
good  word  provides  us  with  ample  encouragement 
against  the  remnants  of  indwelling  sin,  which  will  cleave 
to  us  while  we  are  in  the  body.  We  are  complete 
in  bim.  Our  righteousness  is  in  heaven.  We  have  an 
advocate  with  the  Father.  We  are  not  under  the  law, 
but  under  grace.  In  a  little  while  all  sins,  temptations, 
clouds,  and  veils,  shall  be  done  away  for  ever. 

I  find  that  many  of  my  complaints  arise  more  from 
the  spirit  of  self,  than  I  was  formerly  aware  of.  Self, 
as  well  as  Satan,  can  transform  itself  into  an  angel  of 
light  To  mourn  over  sin  is  right ;  but  I  do  not  always 
rightly  mourn  over  it.  Too  often  a  part  of  my  grief  has 
been,  a  weariness  of  being  so  entirely  dependent  upon 
Jesus,  of  being  continually  indebted  to  him  for  fresh 
and  multiplied  forgiveness.  I  could  have  liked  better 
to  have  some  stock,  ability,  and  power  ot  my  own,  that 
"  I  might  do  a  little  without  him ;  that  I  might  some- 
times come  before  him  as  a  saint,  as  a  servant  that  has 
done  his'  duty,  and  not  perpetually  as  a  poor  worthless 
sinner.  O  that  I  could  be  content  with  what  is,  and 
must  be,  my  proper  character ;  that  I  could  live  more 
simply  upon  the  freeness  and  fulness  of  his  grace ! 


There  is  no  sin  more  to  be  dreaded  tKan  the  great 
sin  of  thinking  we  can  do  a  moment  without  a  iresh 
application  of  the  blood  of  sprinkling  to  our  con- 
sciences, and  a  renewed  communication  of  his  Spirit 
to  our  hearts.     This  life  of  faith  is  the  life  of  Christ  in 
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•the  heart  "  Not  I,**  says  the  apostle,  "  but  Christ 
"  livetb  in  me."  His  strength  is  made  perfect  in  my 
weakness.  I  am  nothing.  He  is  all.  This  is  foolish- 
ness to  the  woild ;  but  faith  sees  a  glory  in  it  This 
way  is  best  for  our  safety,  and  most  for  his  honour. 
And  the  more  simply  we  can  reduce  all  our  efforts  to 
this  one  point,  "  Looking  unto  Jesus/'  the  more  peace, 
fervour,  and  liveliness,  we  shall  find  in  our  hearts,  and 
the  more  success  we  shall  feel  in  striving  against  sin  in 
W,  its  branches. 

I  am  yours,  &c. 


EIGHT  LETTERS 


TO 


*#•«   •••* 


LETTER  I. 


Dear  Sir,  July  30,  1767. 


Y, 


OUR  letter  gave  me  much  pleasure,  and  increases 
my  desire,  (if  it  be  the  Lord's  will,) of  having  you  so  near 
us.  As  I  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  I  shall  be  the  less  solicitous  if  my 
frequent  engagements  should  constrain  me  to  close  before 
my  paper  is  filled.  I  can  only  advise  you,  to  resist  to  the 
utmost,  every  dark  and  discouraging  suggestion.  The 
Lord  has  done  great  things  for  you,  and  wonderfully  ap^ 
peared  in  your  behalf  already;  take  encouragement  from 
hence  to  hope,  that  he  will  not  forsake  the  work  of  his 
own  hands ;  Judges  xiii.  2S.  There  is  much  weight  in 
the  apostle's  argument  in  Rom.  v.  10.  Surely  he  who 
showed  us  mercy  before  we  asked  it,  will  not  withhold  it 
now  he  has  taught  us  how  to  plead  for  it  agreeably  to 
his  own  will.  Though  sin  has  abounded  in  us,  grace  has 
superabounded  in  him ;  though  our  enemies  are  many 
and  mighty,  Jesus  is  above  them  all ;  though  he  may 
hide  himself  from  us  at  times  for  a  moment,  he  has  given 
us  a  warrant  to  trust  in  him,  even  while  we  walk  in  dark- 
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ness,  and  has  promised  to  return  and  gather  us  with 
everlasting  mercies. 

The  Christian  calling,  like  many  others,  is  easy  and 
dear  in  theory,  but  not  without  much  care  and  difficulty 
to  be  reduced  to  practice.  Things  appear  quite  other- 
wise, when  felt  experimentally,  to  what  they  do  when 
only  read  in  a  book.  Many  learn  the  art  of  navigation, 
(as  it  is  called,)  by  the  fire  side  at  home,  but  when  they 
come  to  sea,  with  their  heads  full  of  rules,  and  without 
experience,  they  find  that  the  art  is  only  to  be  thoroughly 
learnt  upon  the  spot.  So,  to  renounce  self,  to  live  upon 
Jesus,  to  walk  with  God,  to  overcome  the  world,  to  hope 
against  hope,  to  trust  the  Lord  when  we  cannot  trace 
him,  and  to  know  that  our  duty  and  privilege  consist  in 
these  things,  may  be  readily  acknowledged  or  quickly 
learned  ;  but,  upon  repeated  trial,  we  find,  that  saying 
and  doing  are  two  things.  We  think  at  setting  out  that 
we  sit  down  and  count  the  cost ;  but,  alas  !  our  views 
are  so  superficial  at  first,  that  we  have  occasion  to  cor- 
rect our  estimate  daily.  For  every  day  shows  us  some 
new  thing  in  the  heart,  or  some  new  turn  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  war  against  us  which  we  were  not  aware 
of;  and  upon  these  accounts,  discouragements  may 
arise  so  high  as  to  bring  us,  (I  speak  for  myself,)  to 
the  very  point  of  throwing  down  our  arms,  and  making 
either  a  tame  surrender  or  a  shameful  flight.  Thus  it 
would  be  with  us  at  last,  if  the  Lord  of  hosts  were  not 
on  our  side.  But  though  our  enemies  thrust  sore  at  us 
that  we  might  fall,  he  has  been  our  stay.  And  if  he  is 
the  captain  of  our  salvation ;  if  his  eye  is  upon  us,  his 
arm  stretched  out  around  us,  and  his  ear  open  to  our  cry, 
and  if  he  has  engaged  to  teach  our  hands  to  war  and  our 
fingers  to  fight,  and  to  cover  our  heads  in  the  day  of  bat- 
tle, then  we  need  not  fear^  though  a  host  rise  up  against 
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us  ;  but,  liftiDg  up  our  banner  in  his  name,  let  us  go 
forth,  conquering  and  to  conquer  ;  Rom.  xvi.  20. 

We  hope  we  shall  all  be  better  acquainted  soon. 
We  please  ourselves  with  agreeable  prospects  and  pro- 
posals ;  but  the  determination  is  with  the  Lord.  We 
may  rejoice  that  it  is ;  he  sees  all  things  in  their  de- 
pendencies and  connexions,  which  we  see  not,  and  ther^ 
for  he. often  thwarts  our  wishes  for  our  good;  but  if 
we  are  not  mistaken,  if  any  measure  we  have  in  vieir 
would,  upon  the  whole,  promote  our  comfort  or  bis 
glory,  he  will  surely  bring  it  to  pass  in  answer  to  prayer, 
how  improbable  soever  it  might  appear ;  for  he  delights 
in  the  satisfaction  and  prosperky  of  his  people,  and 
without  a  need  be,  they  shall  never  be  in  heaviness. 
Let  us  strive  and  pray  for  a  habitual  resignation  to  his 
will ;  for  he  does  all  things  well.  It  is  never  ill  with 
us  but  when  our  evil  hearts  doubt  or  forget  this  plainest 
of  truths. 

I  beg  an  interest  in  your  prayers,  and  that  you  will 
believe  me  to  to  be, 

Dear  sir,  your  affectionate  servant. 


Y 


LETTER  II. 
My  very  dear  Friend,  February  22,  IT70. 

OXJ  will  believe  that  we  were  all  glad  to  find  that 
the  Lord  had  given  you  a  good  journey,  and  that  he  is 
pleased  to  support  and  comfort  you  with  his  presence ; 
and  that  we  all  sympathized  with  you  in  your  present 
trial,  and  are  greatly  interested  in  your  brother's  illness. 
Prayer  is  made  both  for  him  and  you   ainongst  us. 
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pobliely,  and  from  house  to  house.  And  as  you  know' 
we  have  bad  repeated  cause  to  say,  He  is  a  God  that 
heareth  prayer,  we  hope  that  our  prayers  in  this  behalf 
likewise  will  open  a  door  for  praise. 

And  now  may  the  Lord  direct  my  pen,  that  I  may  send 
you  what  Mr.  Philip  Henry  calls,  '^  A  word  upon  the 
*■  wheels  ;"  a  word  in  season,  for  your  refreshment  and 
encouragement.  I  rejoice  and  I  mourn  with  you.  The 
fitde  acquaintance  I  have  had  with  your  brother,  (inde- 
pendent of  his  relation  to  you,)  has  given  him  a  place  in 
my  heart  and  esteem ;  and  I  can  form  some  judgment 
tof  what  you  must  feel  at  the  apprehension  of  losing  so 
near  and  dear  a  friend.  But  though  he  is  brought  very 
low,  and  physicians  can  afford  little  assistance,  '^  to 
^  God  the  Lord  belong  the  issues  from  death.''  He 
can  speak  a  returning  word  at  tiie  last  extremity ;  and 
what  he  can  do  he  certainly  will,  if  it  is  best  upon  the 
whole.  Rut  if  he  has  otherwise  determined,  he  can 
enable  you  to  resign  him,  and  can  answer  your  desires 
in  what  is  of  still  greater  importance  than  prolonging 
the  natural  life.  Considering  bow  much  his  best  in- 
terest is  laid  upon  your  heart,  the  pleasure  he  expressed 
fit  your  arrival,  his  willingness  to  hear  your  prayers  for 
him,  and  the  liberty  yoii  find  to  improve  every  oppor- 
tunity of  speaking,  I  am  willing  to  hope,  that  you  will 
be  made  a  messenger  of  light  and  peace  to  his  soul. 
The  Lord's  hand  is  not  shortened  that  he  cannot  save. 
He  can  do  great  things  in  a  small  time,  as  you  know^ 
from  your  owq  experience.  In  a  moment,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye,  he  can  command  light  to  shine  out  of 
llarkness.  If  be  speaks  it,  is  done.  Your  brother's 
funiable  character  and  regular  deportment  would  un- 
doubtedly be  to  his  advantage,  if  he  were  to  stand  be- 
fore a  human  judge ;  but  we  know  that  we  have  to  do 
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with  a  God  who  searches  the  heart,  and  to  the  demands 
of  whose  holy  inflexible  law,  the  whole  world    muit 
plead  guilty,  and  cast  themselves  entirely    upon    his 
mercy  in  Christ,  or  be  confounded.     This  we  cannot 
inake  one  another  understand,  but  the  Lord  can  con- 
vince of  it  in  an  instant ;  and  then  how  plain,  how  pleas- 
ing, how  welcome,  is  the  Gospel  method  of  salvation 
6y  free  grace  in  the  blood  of  Jesus  !     One  glimpse  rf 
the  worth  of  the  soul,  the  evil  of  sin  and  the  importance 
of  eternity,  will  effect  that  which  hath  been  in  vain  at- 
tempted by  repeated  arguments.     I  hope  the  Lord  will 
be  with  your  heart  and  mouth,  and  that  he  will  afford 
you  the  mollia  temporafandi !  and  direct  your  words 
to  the  heart     Perhaps  n6w  you  may  be  heard  when 
you  touch  upon  your  own  most  singular  case,  and  de- 
clare the  manner  and  the  effects  of  the  Lord's  wonder- 
ful dealing  with  yourself,  which,  as  it  cannot  be  gain- 
said, so  neither  can  it  be  accounted  for  upon  any  other 
principles  than  those  of  the  Scripture,  respecting  the 
power,  grace,  and  all-sufficiency  of  Jesus  to  save  to  the 
uttermost 

You  may  perceive  I  would  willingly  help  you  if  t 
could,  though  I  know  the  attempt  is  needless,  for  th^ 
Lord  is  with  you ;  and  though  I  feel  my  own  poverty 
in  the  endeavour ;  accept  it,  however,  as  a  token  of 
my  affection,  and  as  a  proof  that  my  heart  is  warmly 
engaged  with  yours  in  your  present  concern. 

I  was  sorry  to  be  prevented  accompanying  you  to 

W ,  but  I  found  afterwards  it  was  right;  you 

were  better  engaged,  and  I  should  but  have  interrupted 
you.  I  was  with  you,  however,  in  spirit,  as  I  returned 
alone  in  the  chaise,  which  were  two  of  the  most  plea- 
sant hoars  1  have  kiiou  n  for  soniej  time      I  preached 

that  evening  at  Weston,  from  Deut  xxxii.  .9—1(2.  a 
Vor.  VI.  I J 
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passajve  which  exhibits  the  history  of  a  believer  in  mi- 
'  niature — an  Iliad  in  a  nut  shell.  The  night  was  stormy, 
sb  that  we  had  but  lew  people.     Two  persons  who 
,  were  well  the  day  before  you  left  us,  are  since  dead, 
one  of  then)  buried  ;  a  poor  profane  creature  suddenly 
cut  off;  the  otlier  lived  at  Emberton,  but  spent  most 
of  his  time  at  Olney,  a  sort  of  gentleman,  young,  jovial, 
jesting,  and  thoughtless.     He  was  taken  ill  on  Satur- 
day, and  died  on  Monday  evening.     O  !  my  friend, 
what  do  we  owe  to  the  grace  of  God,  that  we  were  not 
cut  off  in  the  days  of  ignorance,  as  so  many  have  been  ! 
Blessed  be  God  for  Jesus  Christ 
Believe  me  to  be. 

Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged. 


LETTER  III. 

My  Dear  Sir,  March  8,  177$. 

W  HILE  it  is  the  Lord's  pleasure  we  should  be  se- 
parated, I  would  be  thankful  for  the  convenience  of 
post,  by  which  we  can  exchange  a  few  thoughts,  and 
let  each  otlier  know  how  we  go  on.  You  are  remem-  ^. 
bered  by  me,  not  only  jointly  with  the  people,  but 
statedly  in  the  family  and  in  secret ;  and,  indeed,  there 
are  not  many  hours  in  the  day  when  I  do  not  feel  your 
absence  and  the  occasion  of  it.  1  find  your  brother  is 
little  better  ;  but  it  is  an  encouragement  to  know  that  he 
is  no  worse.  His  disorder  is  alarming  and  dangerous; 
but  though  physicians  and  friends  can  do  little,  there  is 
a  great  physician  to  whom  all  cases  are  equally  easy, 
^nd  whose  compassion  is  equal  to  his  power.  If  he 
vfho  dees  all  things  well  sees  it  best^  be  can  and  be  will 
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restore  him  :  if  not,  be  is  able  to  s^ve  him  such  a  view 
of  what  is  beyond  the  grave,  as  would  make  him  desir- 
ous to  depart,  and  to  be  i%ith  Christ;  and  make  yon 
perfectly  willing  to  resign  him.  This  is  my  prajer  ;^^ 
that  he  may  find  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die,  gain; 
for  this  I  commend  him,  to  Him  who  is  the  way,  the 
truth,  and  the  life,  who  has  overcome  death,  and  him 
that  has  the  power  of  death,  and  is  exalted  to  save  to 
the  uttermost.  That  word  uttermost  has  an  extensive 
meaning;  it  includes  a  conquest  over  all  difficulties, 
and  a  supply  of  ail  that  is  necessary,  tlow  totally, 
and,  (if  possible,)  howotten  should  I  have  been  lost,  bad 
not  Jesus  engaged  to  save  to  the  utterrwost.  And 
many  a  time  I  think  I  should  have  given  up  all  hope, 
but  for  those  two  texts,  his  own  gracious  declaration, 
'*  Him,  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  wifl  in  no  wist  cast 
^^  out,**  and  the  apostle's  assertion  under  the  influence 
of  the  holy  spirit,  that  "  He  is  able  to  save  to  the 
"  uttermost." — "  In  nowise,"  takes  in  all  possible  cha- 
racters.—  *  To  the  uttermost"  reaches  to  all  possible 
circumstances.  He  can  enlighten  the  most  ignorant, 
soften  the  most  obdurate^,  succour  the  most  tempted, 
comfort  the  most  distressed,  pardon  the  most  guilty. 
O  may  his  precious  name  be  engraven  upon  our  hearts, 
and  sound  sweeter  than  music  to  our  ears,  for  he  has 
loved  us,  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood, 
and  will  save  to  the  uttermost  in  defiance  of  all  oup 
sins,  fears,  and  enemies  ! 

Your  present  trials  are  great ;  but  God  is  faithful, 
who  will  not  suffer  you  to  be  overpowered  ;  and  your 
consolations  at  some  seasons  are  great  Kkewise.  I 
know  the  hpur  of  conflict  is  sharp,  but  the  victory  in 
which  it  terminates  is  sweet.  Your  conjectures  how 
Dr.  **♦•♦  and  myself  would  behave  under  a  fiery  trial. 
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^re  highly  precarious,  and  seem  to  depend  upon  a  sup- 
position which,  though  it  may  bteal  into  our  thou^ht^ 
)ia3  no  place  in  either  ot  our  judgments,  namel)?,  that 
some  believerb  have  a   latent  habitual  power  above 
Others,  which  will  appear  in  ext  rcise  v^hen  it  is  wanted, 
yndoubtedly   Dr.   ****,  if  left  to  himself  in  similar 
cases,  uould  do  as  Job,  Jeremiali,  and  Jonah  have  done 
before  us.      1  he  grace  ot  the  promise  is  and  hhall  be 
sufficient  for  our  support;  but  while  you  are  borne  up 
^y  a  power  above  your  own,  it  is  right  and  fit  that  you 
should  feel  your  own  weakness.    It  must  and  it  will  be 
so  with  all  to  w  horn  the  Lord  hath  given  that  frame  of 
spirit  in  which  he  delights.       As  to   myself,  my  very 
heart  sinks  at  the  apprehension  oi  sharp  trials ;   the 
l^rd  has  long  dealt  with  a  marvellous  accommodation 
to  my  weakness  in  this  respect ;  what  supports  me  w  hen 
I  look  forward  to  them  is,  a  persuasion  of  his  nearness, 
faithfulness,  and  all  sufficiency ;  but  I  know  there  is  ^ 
great  difference  betw  een  viewing  the  battle  at  a  distance 
and  being  actually  engaged  in  it :  this  I  find,  that  in  my 
present  calm  and  easy  situation   I  have  not  a  grain  of 
strength  to  spare.     And  wlien  1  think  of  the  questions, 
Jer   xii.  5.  I  can  only  say,   lie  thou  my  strong  tower 
whcreunto  I  may  continually  resort.     In  a  word,  trials 
would  not  deserve  the  name,  nor  could  they  answ  er  the 
ends  fqr  which  they  are  sent,  if  wc  did  not  feci  them  ; 
they  are  not,  they  cannot  be  joyous  w  hile  present,  but 
grievous ;  but  in  the  end,  they  shall  surely  yield  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness.    The  God  whom  you 
serve  is  able  to  support  and  deliver  you,  and  I  trust 
^u  shall  have  cause  to  praise  hi^  tor. this  also,  as  you 
know  you  have  for  those  tlirough  whicli  he  has  already 
brought  you,  2  Cor.  i.  3 — 11. 

William  C****  is  one  of  those  who  have  been  lately 
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visited  with  the  putrid  fever  and  sore  throat  He  bad 
been  for  some  time,  (longer  than  I  knew  of,)  under  a 
concern  about  bis  soul.  His  illness  brought  him  to  the 
brink  ot*  tfae  grave  ;  bu^  the  Lord  has  been  fnracious  to 
him,  not  only  in  sparing  bis  life,  but  in  filling  him  with 
peace  and  consolation  to  a  degree  he  is  not  able  to  ex- 
press. He  now  rejoices  with  the  joy  of  an  unexpe* 
rienced  soldier,  who  is  little  aware  of  what  he  may  meet 
vitb  in  the  course  of  the  war,  and  seems  hardly  to  un^ 
derstand  us,  when  we  bid  him  expect  changes  ;  tor  his 
mountain  stands  so  strong,  he  thinks  he  shall  not  be 
moved.  Thus  it  is ;  nothing  but  experience  can  teach 
us  the  lesson,  which  in  words  is  so  plainly  set  before  us, 
that  throuc^b  many  tribulations  we  must  enter  the  king- 
dom. But  the  Lord  knows  and  pities  our  weakness, 
and  shows  us  the  nature  of  our  calling  by  degrees,  as 
we  are  able  to  bear  it. 

Believe  me  most  cordially  yours. 


LETTER  IV. 


My  dear  Sir, 


J3INCE  the  occasion  of  our  intercourse  with  C****, 
we  listen  for  the  post  with  anxiety  ;  the  accounts  we 
received  yesterday,  give  me  a  very  lively  idea  of  your 
situation,  while  you  are  expecting  so  critical  and  danger- 
ous an  hour  as  that  w  hich  you  have  in  view.  lean,  and  I 
do  feel  for  you,  yet  I  know  you  are  and  shall  be  support- 
ed. Prayer  is  made  without  ceasing  amongst  us, for  you 
and  your  brother.  And  we  know  and  believe  that  the 
Lord,  on  whom  we  call,  is  rich  in  mercy,  and  mighty  to 
save.      We  see  many  amongst  us  who  have  been  re- 
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atx)red  from  thfe  gates  of  the  grave  in  answer  to  prayer, 
when  the  healing  arts  of  medicine  had  proved  utterly 
ineffectual.  This  encourages  us  to  hope  that  our 
prayers  shall  terminate  in  praises  to  the  Lord,  to  whom 
.belong  the  issues  from  death.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
should  be  glad  to  drop  a  word  that  might  afford  you 
«ome  consolation  in  your  present  trial.  I  have  just 
.arisen  from  my  knees,  to  take  the  pen  in  hand  :  may 
the  Lord  be  with  my  heart  in  writing,  and  with  yours  in 
reading  what  may  occur  to  me. 

I  drank  tea  last  night  with  Mr.  ***♦.  I  had  sent 
bim  my  book  a  few  days  before,  and  I  found  he  had 
read  it  about  half  through.  1  expected  he  would  say 
sothething  about  it,  and  he  did.  Though  he  seemed  te 
perceive  and  approve  the  main  design,  and  to  be  pleased 
with  what  he  had  read,  yet  I  Suppose  many  things  were 
not  much  to  his  purpose.  What  he  chiefly  fixed  on  w  as, 
the  second  chapter,  and  he  told  me  the  description  I 
had  given  of  the  Gospel  was  exactly  suited  to  the  stale, 
the  wants,  and  desires  of  his  mind  ;  that  he  had  read  it 
twice  over,  and  found  much  comfort  from  it.  This 
gave  me  pleasure.  He  is,  as  you  know,  a  man  much 
exercised  with  a  sense  of  the  evils  of  his  heart,  and 
therefore  I  account  him  a  competent  judge.  I  hope  I 
would  rather  be  instrumental  to  the  peace  and  consola- 
tion of  one  such  person,  than  honoured  with  the  ap- 
plause of  thousands  w  ho  live  at  their  ease 
-  Since  Lleft  him,  I  have  been  led  into  some  reflec- 
tions, on  the  admirable  suitableness  of  the  Gospel-way 
of  salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  to  all  the  possible  varieties 
of  a  sinner  s  condition.  When  once  he  knows  himself, 
and  is  acquainted  with  the  holiness,  justice,  and  majesty 
of  the  God  with  whom  he  has  to  do,  no  other  expe- 
dient can  ever  satisfy  him,  or  give  peace  to  his  eon-* 
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science.    And  when  once  be  knows  Christ  as  the  way^ 
and  receives  faith  in  his  name,  he  is  provided  with  an 
answer  to  every  discouragennent  and  fear  that  can  arise. 
And  here  persons  of  every  age,  country,  character,^  si- 
tuation, and  capacity,  unite  and  agree.    Their  views  of 
themselves,  of  the  Saviour,  of  the  ground  of  their  ac- 
ceptance with  God,  and  of  the  communion  with  God 
which  the  scripture  speaks  of,  are  so  similar,  that  many 
think  they  learn  them  one  of  another,  which  is  indeed 
sometimes  true  with  respect  to  the  influence  of  meanSp 
(God  having  appointed  to  diffuse  the  know*Iedge  of  sal- 
ration  by  his  blessing-on  preaching,  &c.)  yet  evefy  one 
of  them  is  taught  of  God,  and  receives  personally  for 
himself  an  inimitable  conviction,  which,  as  it  cannot  be 
aasily  described  so  as  to  be  understood  by  those  who 
have  not  experienced  it,  (for  which  reason  it  is  conipared 
in  the  scripture  to  tasting,  Psal  xxxiv    8.  and  1  Pet 
ii.  3.)  so  all  attempts  to  gainsay  it,  are  like  attempting, 
(as  we  commonly  say,)  to  persuade  us  out  of  our  senses. 
I  remember  that  three  or  four  years  ago,  I  mentioned 
some  part  of  the  Gospel  truth  to  a  gentleman  who 
called  on  me  here,  and  he  answered,  **  If  it  is  a  truth, 
"  you  are  indebted  for  it  to  Calvin."      As  well  might 
he  have  said,  because  Calvin  had  seen  the  sun,  and  has 
mentioned  it  in  his  writings,  we  build  our  knowledge  of 
its  light  and  influence  upon  his  testimony.      These  are 
acknowledged  throughout  the  world,  whenever  there  is 
an  eye  to  behold  them.      Here  the  courtier  and  the 
clo\%n,  the  philosopher  and  the  savage,  are  upon  a  level. 
And  Mr.  Occam,  the  Indian,  in  describinjj  to  u)e  the 
state  of  his  heart  when  he  was  a  blind  idolater,  gave 
me,  in  general,  a  striking  picture  of  what  my  own  was, 
in  the  early  part  of  my  life;  and  his  subsequent  views 
of  the  Cfospel  corresponded  with  mine,  as  face  answers 
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fb  ftice  in  a  glass,  though  I  dare  say  when  he  received 
diem  he  had  never  heard  of  Calvin's  name. 

I  am  sure  I  can  say  for  myself,  that  I  received  not 
the  Gospel  from  man.  The  little  instruction  I  harl  re- 
ceived in  my  youth,  I  had  renounced ;  I  was  an  infidel 
IB  the  strictest  sense  of  the  Mord.  When  it  pleased 
God  to  give  me  a  concern  for  my  soul,  and  tor  some 
years  afterwards,  I  was  upon  the  seas,  or  in  Africa,  at 
a  distance  from  the  influence  of  books,  namen,  and  par- 
ties: In  this  space  the  Lord  taught  me  by  the  Nevr 
Testament  the  truths  upon  which  my  soul  now  ventures 
Its  everlasting  concerns,  when  I  did  not  know  tlure  was 
m  person  upon  earth  who  had  the  same  views  with  my- 
self, or  at  least  did  not  know  where  to  find  such  a  per- 
son ;  perhaps,  I  may  rather  say,  I  took  it  for  granted 

f 

that  all  people  who  were  religious,  were  of  my  mind^ 
and  hardly  suspected  that  any  who  professed  a  regard 
to  the  Bible,  could  doubt  or  deny  what  to  me  appeared 
80  plain.  Your  case  likewise  has  been  pretty  much 
like  my  own.     How  different  were  your  views  when 

you  left ,  to  what  you  had  when  you  went  there, 

and  how  little  did  men  contribute  to  that  difference ! 
These  things  I  am  sure  of,  that  the  proper  wages  of 
sin  is  death  ;  that  I  and  all  mankind  have  sinnt  d 
against  the  great  God  ;  that  the  most  perfect  character 
is  unable  to  stand  the  trial  of  his  holy  law.  When  I 
saw  things  in  this  light,  I  saw  the  necessity  of  a  Me- 
diator. And  in  the  account  the  scripture  gave  me  of 
Christ,  his  adorable  person,  his  offices,  his  matchless 
love,  humiliation,  obedience,  and  death,  I  saw  a  provi- 
sion answerable  to  my  need.  His  blood  is  declared  to 
be  a  complete  atonement  for  sin  ;  his  righteousness,  a 
plea  provided  for  the  guilty ;  his  power  and  compassion 
are  both  infinite ;  and  the  promise  of  pardon,  peace,  and 
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eternal  life,  is  made  to  them  who  believe  in  his  name. 
He  himself  is  exalted  to  bestow  that  faith  to  which  the 
promises  belong,  and  he  will  give  it  to  alPwho  ask. 
This  I  have  found  to  be  very  different  from  the  assent 
we  give  to  a  point  of  history.  It  changes  the  views, 
dispositions,  desires,  and  pursuits  of  the  mind ;  pro- 
duces that  great  effect,  which  is  emphatically  called, 
being  born  again ;  without  which  our  Lord  assures  us 
no  man  can  see  the  kin^idom  of  God,  whatever  his  qua- 
lifications may  be  in  other  respects.  O,  my  friend,  let 
us  praise  the  Lord  who  has  enlightened  ouV  dark  un- 
derstandings, subdued  that  natural  enmity  we  felt  against 
his  government  and  his  grace,  and  has  given  us  a  hope 
^  full  of  glory  !  Now  we  are  enabled  to  trust  in  him  ; 
now  we  find  a  measure  of  stability  in  the  midst  of  a 
changing  world  ;  now  we  can  look  forward  to  death  and 
judgment  with  composure,  knowing  whom  we  Iiave  be- 
lieved, and  that  we  have  an  ad^vocate  with  the  Father, 
Jesus  Christ  the  righteous. . 

Having  little  news  to  communicate,  I  have  let  my 
thoughts  run  at  random  upon  the  subject  you  best  lovle. 
AsCicero  says  to Atticus,  Jd amicum,  amid  clea?mciiidj 
or  to  that  purpose ;  so  the  letters  from  we  to  yo2(,  so 
far  as  they  are  not  taken  up  with  necessary  occurrences, 
should  be  concerning  the  love  and  grace  of  our  adora- 
ble redeemer.  O  !  to  think  where,  and  what  we  were 
wrhen  he  showed  us  mercy  ;  what  great  things  he  has 
done,  and  is  preparing  for  us,  and  that  he  so  loved  us 
as  to  wash  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood  !  These 
are  themes  suited  to  warm  our  hearts,  to  bear  us  up 
under  all  our  troubles,  and  to  fill  us  with  joy  unspeak- 
able and  full  of  glory.  O  that  my  heart  might  take  fire 
as  I  write !  Surely  I  am  in  my  better  judgment  per- 
suaded, that  life  is  not  worth  a  desire,  but  as  yffonling 

Vol.  VL  X 
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opportunity  to  spread  the  savour  of  his  name,  to  set 
him  forth  in  my  ministry  for  the  comfort  of  his  peopU 
and  the  salvation  of  poor  sinners.  I  trust  you  pray  for 
me  that  I  may  be  faithful;  that  I  may  give  myself 
wholly  to  this  service,  and,  by  continuing  in  it,  save 
myselt  and  those  that  hear  me. 

I  am  inviolably  yours.  . 


T 


LETTER  V. 


My  dear  Friend,  MarcMlS,  1770. 


HOUGH  I  have  hardly  time  to  write,  I  cannot  be 
silent  upon  this  occasion.  You  will  easily  judge  what 
satisfaction  your  letters  by  yesterday's  post  gave  us. 
Blessed  be  God — the  God  who  answers  prayer,  and 
who  alone  does  marvellous  things.  I  rejoice  with  you ; 
I  rejoice  with  your  brother.  Now  a  chief  point  in  our 
prayers  will  give  place  to  praises,  and  we  shall  have  the 
sweetest  encouragement  to  continue  praying  for  the  re- 
establishment  of  his  health.  If  we  had  let  the  good  news 
transpire,  how  quickly  would  it  have  flown  over  the 
town  !  But  we  have  thought  it  best  to  keep  it  to  our- 
selves a  few  days.  When  we  shall  meet  on  Tuesday 
evening,  I  purpose  to  impart  it  to  the  people  in  a  l>ody, 
by  reading  your  letter;  my  heart  jumps  at  representing; 
to  myself,  how  they  will  look,  how  they  will  feel,  how 
they  will  pray  and  give  thanks,  when  they  hear  what 
God  has  wrought !  I  am  willing  to  hope  we  shall  have 
a  comfortable,  a  memorable  evening.  In  the  mean 
time  there  is  some  self-denial  in  keepbg  the  secret — 
for  myself,  I  feel  it  at  my  tongue  s  end  continually,  and 
am  ready  to  speak  of  it  to  every  one  I  see,  but  we  think, 
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upon  the  whole  it  will  do  better  to  come  in  a  lump  to 
them. 

You  need  not  wonder,  if  upon  this  very  affecting  and 
important  occasion,  the  enemy  attempts  his  utmost  to 
disturb  you.     He  fears  for  his  Kingdom,  which  has  al- 
ready received  many  severe  shocks,  in  the  spread  the 
Lord  has  lately  given  to  his  Gospel ;  he  sees  a  new  in* 
strument  raising  up,  (as  we  hope,)  to  deliver  souls  out 
of  his  power  ;  he  knows  how  nearly  you  are  concerned 
in  these  things,  and  therefore,  so  far  as  he  is  permitted, 
will  cut  you  out  trouble.    And  you  may  be  assured 
there  are  wise'  reasons  for  his  having  such  a  permission, 
but  all  your  conflicts  shall  lead  to  consolation,  and  end 
in  victory :  aad  at  last  you  shall  be  more  than  a  con- 
queror.   fVolfe  conquered,  but  died  upon  the  field  of 
battle.    Hannibal  was  a  famous  and  a  frequent  con- 
queror, yet  at  length  was  vanquished  in  his  turn*    But 
the  believer  shall  so  conquer  in  the  close  of  the  cam- 
paign, that  he  shall  never  hear  the  sound  of  war  any 
more  ;  so  conquer  in  time  as  to  triumph  to  eternity. 
This  we  owe  to  Jesus ;  we  overcome  not  by  our  own 
might,  but  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the  word 
of  his  testimony.     He  has  conquered  for  us,  and  goes 
before  us ;  and  fights  in  us  by  his  spirit,  and  in  his  own 
time  he  will  bruise  Satan  under  our  feet     In  the  mean 
while,  he  will  be  your  strength  and  your  shield ;  your 
Mtig  and  your  salvation.     In  bis  name  you  may  lift  up 
your  banner,  and  bid  defiance  to  Satan  and  all  hia 
hosts. 

Remember  me  affectionately  to  your  brother.  I  can 
truly  say,  I  esteemed  him,  I  loved  him  before ;  my  re* 
gard  has  been  increased  by  the  share  I  have  taken  in 
his  concerns  during  hb  illness,  but  how  much  more  is 
be  dear  to  me,  since  I  know  that  we  are  united  in  the 
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love  of  the  truth.  With  what  pleasure  shall  I  now  re- 
ceive him  at  • •!  now  the  restraints  we  were  mu- 
tually under,  for  fear  of  giving  each  other  pain,  are  re- 
moved. I  think,  when  the  Lord  permits  us  all  to  meet 
here  again  together,  we  shall  have  much  to  say  on  the 
subject  of  redeeming  love ;  much  to  ascribe  to  the  wis- 
dom, power,  and  goodness  of  a  wonder-working  God, 
who  causes  light  to  shine  out  of  darkness,  and  has  given 
us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  Christ.  What  an  amazing  change  in  our 
state,  in  our  heart,  in  our  views,  is  the  result  of  this 
discovery  !  Old  things  pass  away  ;  all  things  become 
new.  Then  we  see  how  unavoidably  we  must  be  men 
xvofidcred  at  by  all  who  have  not  experienced  the  same 
things,  and  we  are  content  to  be  so  for  his  sake  who 
has  loved  us,  and  to  account  his  cross  our  glory. 
Believe  me  to  be,  my  dear  Sir, 

Most  affectionately  yours. 
In  the  nearest  and  strongest  bond  of  friendship. 


LETTER  VL 

My  dear  Friend,  Charles  Square,  April  29,  1780. 

W  E  seldom  send  any  thing  to  a  friend  with  a  more  in- 
terested and  selfish  view  than  a  frank ;  for  we  expect 
not  only  to  have  it  returned,  but  that  what  we  send 
empty  should  be  returned  full.  I  hope  when  the  weather 
will  not  allow  you  to  be  all  day  in  the  garden,  you  are 
preparing  a  cargo  for  my  frank ;  letters,  essays,  thoughts, 
bon  mots,  tales,  fables,  in  a  word,  ifiiscellanies  of  all 
kinds,  in  prose  or  verse,  whatever  bears  the  signature 
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of  your  handy  or  of  your  maoDer,  will  be  welcome  ;  aii(l 
as  long  as  you  find  materials,  I  will  endeavour  to  find 
franks,  and  to  send  you  pep[)er-corns  of  thanks  in  return, 
as  often  as  I  can. 

Therecovery  of  my  arm  has  advanced  happily  without 
interruption.  I  can  now  put  on  my  great  coat,  have  al- 
most done  with  my  sling,  and  hope,  in  a  tew  days  more, 
to  be  released  from  the  bandages.  Blessed  be  the  Lord, 
my  best  physician  and  friend,  my  prtsent  and  all-suffi- 
cient help !  I  have  seen  no  reason  yet  to  regret  my  fall, 
nor  have  I  hem.  permitted  to  do  it ;  yet  I  may  consider 
it  as  a  chastisement,  though  of  a  gentle  and  mercitul  kind. 
A  sinner  need  not  spei)d  much  time  in  searching  out  the 
cause  of  an  affliction  ;  but  that  the  affliciions  ot  such  a 
sinner  as  I^  should  be  so  seldom,  so  moderate,  so  soon 
removed,  depend3  upon  reasons  which  I  should  never 
have  known  but  by  the  word  of  God.  There  I  am 
taught  to  spell  his  name,  "The  Lord,  the  Lord  God, 
**  long  suffering,  abundant  in  mercy,  forgiving  iniquity, 
"  transgression  and  sin ;"  and  thus  I  read  the  reason 
why  I  am  not  consumed. 

The  spring,  long  retarded,  begins  to  force  its  way, 
and  to  make  its  appearance  in  the  trees  whicii  surround 
our  square.  The  close  behind  our  garden  seems  as 
green  as  your  meadows,  and  the  cows  that  are  feeding 
in  it,  have  very  nmch  the  look  of  country   cows.     St. 

Luke's  church  affords  us  a  sort  of  substitute  for 

steeple.  Islington,  (by  the  help  ol  an  imaiiination  which 
loves  to  concur  in  putting  an  agreeable  deception  upon 

itself,)  passes  for '- ;  and  the  New  River,  if  it  did 

not  run  under  ground  hereabouts,  would  soon  obtain  a 

new  name,  and  be  called  the  Ouse.   We  take  tlicsamc 

liberty  with  persons  as  with  places,  and  cannot  walk 

.inuch  in  the  streets  without  meeting  a  somebody  that  re- 
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eftlli  somebody  else  to  our  minds*  Bat  to  impose  upon 
ourselves  so  ftir  as  to  think  any  place  like  Orchard  Side, 
w  any  persons  like  Mrs.  ••♦*  or  Mr.  •••*,  exceeds  our 
present  attainment  in  the  art  of  substitution.  In  other 
respects,  our  situation  is,  upon  the  whde,  so  well,  that 
I  may  apply  to  either  of  you — 

Bxcepto  quod  oon  limiil  eMes»  caMcni  Itetiif . 

But,  indeed,  a  removal  from  two  such  dear  friends  is  a 
dblocation,  and  gives  me  at  times  a  mental  feeling, 
something  analogous  to  what  my  body  felt  when  my 
arm  was  forced  from  its  socket  I  lite  in  hopes  that 
this  mental  dislocation  will  one  day  be  happily  reduced 
likewise,  and  that  we  shall  come  together  again,  as  bane 
to  its  bane.  The  connexion  which  the  Lord  himself 
formed  between  us,  was  undoubtedly  formed  for  etet*- 
nitffj  but  I  trust  we  shall  have  more  of  the  pleasure  and 
comfort  of  it  in  time.  And  that  I  shall  yet  hear  you 
say,  ^^  Come,  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us 
*^  exalt  his  name  together,  for  he  hath  turned  my 
^*  mourning  into  joy,  and  he  hath  taken  off  my  s^ck- 
'^  cloth  and  girded  me  with  gladness." 

How  the  world  goes,  I  know  not ;  for  I  seldom  see  a 
news-paper  for  a  fortnight  together ;  when  I  do,  I  meet 
with  so  little  to  please  me,  that  I  seem  rather  to  prefer 
a  state  of  ignorance,  which  gives  me  more  scope  for 
hoping  for  the  best  The  prevalence  of  wickedness 
and  insensibility,  however,  forces  itself  upon  my  notice, 
whether  I  will  or  no.  And  I  am  afraid,  in  the  conten- 
tions which  are  fomenting  and  spreading  throughout  the 
kingdom,  I  see  such  seeds  of  trouble,  as  were  sown  in 
the  early  part  of  Charles  the  First's  reign,  and  which 
quickly  produced  such  plentiful  crops  of  coniusion  and 
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misery.    Yea,  I  am  afraid  the  present  times  are  worse  ; 
there  is  an  equal  degree  of  party  rage,  without  any  por- 
tion of  the  public  spirit,  which  undoubtedly  influenced 
many  individuals  in  those  days.    I  see  but  few  Hydes 
or  Falklands  amongst  the  courtiers ;  but  few  Hampdens, 
Pyms,  or  Blakes,  to  dignify  the  opposition.    The  pre-» 
tences  ob  each  side  are  but  a  thin  veil,  through  which 
it  is  easy  to  perceive  that  the  contest  is  chiefly  between 
the  ins  and  the  outs,  and  that  while  some  plead  for 
arbitrary  power,  under  the  name  of  constitutional  pre- 
rogative ;  others  who  clamour  for  liberty,  mean  nothing 
better  by  the  word  than  licentiousness.     So  that  if  my 
calling  as  a  Christian  would  permit  me  to  take  an  active 
part  in  this  uproar,  (which,  in  my  view,  it  does  not,)  I 
must  still  remain  neuter,  till  I  could  find  more  men  of 
principle  on  one  side  or  the  other  to  associate  with. 
I  must  be  content  to  look  on,  and  patiently  wait  the 
issue,  and  should  be  ready  to  sink  with  apprehension, 
but  for  two  supporting  considerations.     The  first,  that 
the  Lord  reigns,  and  will  surely  accomplish  his  own 
wise  and  gracious  purposes.     The  second,  that  in  the 
midst  of  all  this  confusion,  he  is  manifestly  spreading 
the  light  of  his  Gospel  and  gathering  sinners  into  his 
fold.     While  he  maintains  and  multiplies  the  means  of 
grace  amongst  us,  and  increases  the  number  of  praying 
souls  to  stakid  in  the  breach,  I  think  we  have  a  pledge 
that  we  ^hall  not  be  given  up,  that  our  motto  will  be 
no  worse  than  cast  down,  bqt  not  destroyed.  There  is 
a  third,  a  personal  ground  of  comfort.     He  has  said,  it 
shall  be  well  with  them  that  fear  God,  and  his  word  is 
sure.     His  people  have  properly  nothing  to  lose,  have 
nothing  to  fear,  for  he  is  their  sun  and  shield,  and  ex- 
ceeding great  reward.      His  power,  providence,  pre^ 
seoce,  and  all-sufiiciencv,  will  lead  them  safely,  and, 
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upon  the  whole,  cointortubly  tbrougb  every  possible 
change,  and  bring  them  to  their  unchangeable  rest. 

Mrs.  ****  is  not  at  honit,  but  she  knowh  what  I  am 
about,  and  sends  her  best  love  Slic  has  very  tolerable 
health.  I  was  at  first  afraid  the  hurry  and  anxiety  of 
her  spirits,  on  account  oi  my  fall,  would  have  brought 
a  return  of  all  her  nervous  complaints.  I  felt  more  for 
her  than  for  myself,  while  the  tour  men  were  almost 
displacing;  my  bones  which  were  right,  in  order  to  put 
that  right  which  was  out  of  place.  But  while  I  was  in 
that  attitude,  I  may  say  wiibNehemiah,  ^'Sol  prayed 
*'  unto  the  God  of  heaven ;"  I  prayed  for  her,  and  the 
Lord  heard  me.  She  was  at  firbt  exceedingly  terrified, 
and  felt  the  effects  of  the  shock  for  a  little  time,  but  I 
hope  they  are  quite  subsided. 
I  am,  dearest  Sir, 

Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged. 


LETTER  VII. 
My  dear  Sir,  Charles  Square,  May  6,  1780. 

X  OU  will  have  no  reason  to  apply  to  me,  Luke  vii.  3SJ. 
For  when  you  pipe,  I  am  ready  to  dance ;  and  when 
you  mourn,  a  cloud  comes  over  my  brow,  and  a  tear 
stands  a  tiptoe  in  my  eye.  I  observe  your  letters 
usually  begin  and  end  in  the  allegro  strain,  and  you  put 
the  more  serious  part  in  the  middle :  as  this  seems  the 
fittest  place  for  it,  I  will  try  to  imitate  you,  though  it 
will  be  soniething,  if  either  my  begiiming  or  my  close 
should  entitle  me  to  your  smile,  except  you  smile  at 
the  presumption  of  your  humble  imitator,  and  recollect 
the  fable  of  the  frog,  who  tried  to  imitate  the  ox. 
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On  Thursday  I  attended,  in  my  robes,  the  church- 
wardens and  several  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  parish. 
We  had  large  nosegays  ib  our  hands,  and,  all  but  myself, 
favours  in  their  hats,  accompanied  by  a  number  of  little 
boys  smartly  dressed,  and  carrying  white  wands.  Thus 
marshalled  and  accoutred,  we  paraded  the  streets,  And 
a  tall  man  who  has  some  other  name,  but  is  best  known 
to  me  by  that  of  the  organ-  blower,  pointing  successively 
to  the  marks,  comers,  and  abutments  which  distinguished 
ours  from  the  circumjacent  parishes,  proclaimed  at  each, 

the  boundary  of  the  parish  of  St. .   The  chorus, 

consisting  of  a  number  of  huzzas,  was  performed  by  the 
youths,  who  likewise  beat  the  marks  and  walls  with 
their  wands.  This  ostentatious  service  draws  abund- 
ance of  eyes ;  ladies,  gentlemen,  porters,  and  carters, 
all  stop  and  turn  and  stare.  After  the  procession,  and 
distributing  ribbons  and  cakes  to  the  parishioners,  we 
divided  into  two  parties  for  dinner :  all  passed  with 
much  decorum  and  courtesy,  and  nothing  happened 
that  made  me  sorry  I  was  among  them.  This  little 
parochial  farce  is  acted  annually  on  Ascension-day^ 
I  am  afraid  my  overture  is  very  dull,  but  if  you  could 
suppose  it  the  translation  of  a  fragment  dug  out  of  Her- 
culaneum,  giving  an  account  of  some  custom  that  ob- 
tained (mutatis  mutandis)  in  ancient  Rome,  then  both 
the  ears  of  your  classical  attention  would  doubtless  be 
nailed  to  the  subject 

Do  not  wonder  that  I  prize  your  letters.     Besides 

the  merit  whicb  friendship  puts  on  them,  as  being  yours, 

you  always  send  me  something  I  should  value  from  a 

stranger.     Some  thoughts  in  your  last  I  shall  be  the 

better  for,  if  it  be  not  ray  own  fault.     How  wonderful 

is  that  tincture,  that  inexpressible  something,   which 

gives  your  sentiments,  when  you  speak  of  yourself,  so 
Vol.  VI.  Y 
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gloomy  a  cast,  while  io  all  other  respects  it  leaves  your 
faculties  in  full  bloom  and  vigour !  How  strange  that 
your  judgment  should  be  clouded  in  one  point  only, 
and  that  a  point  so  obvious  and  strikingly  clear  to  every 
body  who  knows  you  !  How  strange  that  a  person 
who  considers  tlie  earth,  the  planets,  and  the  sun  itself 
as  mere  bawbles,  compared  with  the  friendship  and 
favour  of  God  their  Maker,  should  think  the  God  who 
inspired  him  with  such  an  idea,  could  ever  forsake  and 
cast  off  the  soul  which  he  has  taught  to  love  him  !  How 
strange  is  it,  I  say,  that  yoa  should  hold  tenaciously 
both  parts  of  a  contradiction  !  Though  your  comforts 
have  been  so  long  suspended,  I  know  not  that  I  ever 
saw  you  for  a  single  day  since  your  calamity  came  upon 
you,  in  which  I  could  not  perceive  as  clear  and  satis- 
factory evidence,  tliat  the  grace  of  God  was  with  you, 
as  I  could  in  your  brighter  and  happier  times.  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  little  amusements,  which  you  call  tri- 
fling, and  which  I  would  be  very  thankful  you  can  attend 
to,  in  your  present  circumstances,  it  is  as  easy  to  see 
who  has  your  heart,  and  which  way  your  desires  tend, 
as  to  see  your  shadow  when  you  stand  in  the  sun. 


I  shall  enlarge  my  commission  for  filling  the  franks 
;uul  purcds  wliicb  I  hope  to  receive  from  you.  I  have 
a  little  back  parlour,  which  bears  the  name  of  my  study. 
It  is  at  present  much  unfurnished,  and  I  must  beg  you 
therelore  to  send  me  a  few  mountains  and  valleys, 
woods,  streams,  and  ducks,  to  ornament  the  walls  ;  in 
return  I  will  join  my  praises  to  Mrs.  ****'s  and  your 
own,  which,  indeed,  considering  how  destitute  I  am  of 
laste  and  virtu,  xvill  be  but  like  putting  a  cypher  on 
the  urcng  side  of  a  significant  figure,  wtiich  adds  a 
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round  0  to  the  line,  but  nothing  to  the  sum.  But  let 
the  great  boast  of  their  Raphaels  and  their  Titians,  it 
shall  suffice  for  me  if  I  may  inscribe  on  the  pieces  in 
my  study,  ****  phixit. 

My  bandage  b  taken  off,  and  my  arm  almost  in 
statu  quo.  I  wish  to  be  thankful  to  Him  who  maketh 
sore  and  bindeth  up,  who  woundeth,  and  his  hands 
make  whole. 

Accept  our  best  love,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Most  affectionatelvvours. 


ml       - 


.<>« 


LETTER  VIII. 
My  dear  Friend,        Charles  Square,  Hoxton,  June  3,  1780. 

V-/N  Monday  we  went  to  Greenwich,  and  returned  to- 
day time  enough  to  preach  my  monthly  preparation  ser- 
mon in  the  forenoon.  The  visit  was  as  pleasant  as  a  kind 
reception  could  make  it ;  but  there  is  a  something  ne- 
cessary to  make  one  "Totus  teres  et  rotundas"  in  our 
proposed  schemes  for  pleasure,  which  it  is  not  in  the 
creature's  power  to  supply.  However,  I  had  mucli  to 
be  thankful  for,  and  particularly  that  Mrs.  ****  was 
well  all  the  time.  Two  very  agreeable  hours  I  spent 
solus  m  tlie  park,  a  situation  which  I  think  is  hardly  to 
be  equalled  upon  the  earth.  Rural  prospects  equally 
striking,  or  more  so,  may  be  found  in  abundance  ;  but 
the  embellishments  of  such  a  city,  at  a  distance  so  con- 
venient to  the  eye,  and  of  such  a  river  with  the  naviga- 
tion, are  local  advantages  peculiar  to  the  spot  Were  I 
to  traverse  the  park  daily,  perhaps  when  familiarized  to 
the  objects,  the  effects  would  not  be  so  great.      But  I 


164  Tb  **«*.  Let.  8. 

believe  twenty  j^ears  or  more  have  passed  since  I  was 
there,  and  therefore  all  appeared  to  me  in  a  manner' 
new.  The  cloud  of  smoke  hanging  over  London,  to 
which  every  house  contributed  its  quota,  led  me  to 
moralize.  I  thought  it  an  emblem  of  the  accumulated 
stock  of  misery,  arising  from  all  the  trials  and  afflic- 
tions of  individuals  within  my  view.  I  am  persuaded  a 
detail  of  these,  were  our  minds  capable  of  receiving  it, 
would  have  the  effect  of  the  cave  of  Trophonius,  and 
give  such  a  solidity  to  our  features,  that  no  occasional 
incident,  however  jocular,  would  move  our  laughter,  or 
even  extort  a  smile.  A  person  would  hazard  his  repu- 
tation for  humanity,  who  was  disposed  to  be  merry 
among  the  lunatics  in  Bethlehem,  or  in  the  midst  of  a 
group  of  agonizing  sufferers  in  Bartholomew's  Hospital, 
or  on  a  field  of  battle.  And  what  is  the  world  at  large 
but  a  more  extensive  and  diversified  scene  of  wretched- 
ness, where  phrensy  and  despair,  anxiety,  pain,  want^ 
and  death,  have  their  respective  wards  filled  with  pa- 
tients ?  I  thought  it  likewise  an  emblem  of  that  cloud 
of  sin  which  is  continually  ascending  with  a  mighty  cry 
in  the  ears  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  Sin  overspreads  the 
earth ;  but  in  London  the  number  and  impunity  of  of- 
fenders, joined  with  the  infidelity  and  dissipation  of  the 
times,  make  it  a  kind  'of  hot-bed  or  nursery  for  wicked- 
ness. Sin  is  studied  as  a  science,  and  there  are  pro- 
fessors and  inventors  of  evil  things  in  a  variety  of 
branches,  who  have  an  unhappy  address  in  teaching 
others  to  sin  with  an  eclat.  Could  we  have  knowledge 
of  the  monstrous  enormities  and  villanies  which  are 
committed  in  a  single  day,  within  the  compass  of  the 
prospect  I  had  from  Greenwich  Park,  or  Blackheath, 
it  would  make  us  groan  and  tremble.  Such  were  a 
part  of  my  meditatioQS|  accompanied  with  some  degree 
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of  praise  to  Him  who  snatched  me  out  of  that  states 
wherein  I  stood  an  AntUignanus  in  iniquity,  and  brought 
me  to  a  knowledge  of  salvation  and  peace. 

I  was  rather  alarmed  yesterday.  The  Protestant 
Association  under  the  inflyeqce  of  Lord  George  Gor- 
don, met  in  St.  George's  Fields,  and  from  thence  pa- 
raded through  the  city  to  Westminster,  joined  and  ac* 
Gompanied  in  their  march  by  many  thousands  of  the 
blackguards  from  all  quarters  ;  they  walked,  however, 
with  great  decency  and  quietness ;  how  they  behaved 
in  the  avenues  to  the  Parliament-house,  and  what  weight 
their  petition  acquired  from  such  a  respectable  attend- 
ance, I  have  not  yet  heard.  But  I  believe  things  went 
on  pretty  well,  considering  the  multitude  assembled. 
However,  I  do  not  much  like  these  motions  and  com- 
motions, and  my  foreboding  spirit  fancies  no  small  re- 
semblance between  the  present  appearances  and  those 
which  were  forerunners  of  the  civil  wars. 

I  am  yout  very  affectionate  and  endeared  friend. 

And  obliged  servant . 


EIGHTEEN  LETTERS 


TO 


The  Rev.  Mr.  S******. 


LETTER  I. 
My  dear  Friend,  November  27,  \T67' 

I  CONGRATULATE  you  and  Mrs.  **♦*  on  your 

settlement  at  B ,  in  your  new  house,  where  I  hope 

the  Lord  will  dwell  with  and  bless  you  both,  and  make 
you  blessings  to  many. 

Visits,  &c.  of  ceremony  are  burdensome ;  yet  some- 
thing is  due  to  civility ;  and,  though  we  cannot  have 
equal  comfort  in  all  our  acquaintance,  it  is  best  to  be 
on  peaceful  and  neighbourly  terms.  You  need  not  have 
much  of  it,  but  so  far  as  it  cannot  be  prudently  avoided, 
bear  it  as  your  cross.  I  would  not  wish  to  have  you 
attempt  to  force  spiritual  things  too  much  upon  those 
who  do  not  like  them ;  or  to  expect  them  from  those 
who  have  not  experienced  them.  But,  like  a  physician 
among  sick  people,  watch  opportunities  of  doing  them 
good  if  possible. 

You  know  not  what  the  Lord  has  to  do ;  some  whom 
you  now  can  hardly  bear,  may  prove  your  comforts 
hereafter ;  and  if  in  the  mean  time  they  are  disp^^edto 
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be  friendly,  and  show  you  good  offices,  they  have  a 
right  to  a  return  in  the  same  way. 

I  approve  and  rejoice  in  your  faithfulness,  but  in  some 
things,  perhaps,  you  would  do  as  well  to  keep  your  mind 
more  to  yourself;  I  mean  in  your  free  and  unreserved 
speaking  of  ministers,  &c.     Our  Lord's  direction  to  hb 
disciples,  in  something  of  a  similar  case,  was,  Let  them 
alone.     So  far  as  it  is  needful  to  withstand  them,  do  so 
in  the  Lord's  strength;  but  in  mixed  conversation,  it  is 
a  good  rule,  to  say  nothing  without  a  just  call,  to  the 
disadvantage  of  others.     I  must  agree  with  Mr.  B**** 
that  such  expressions  as,  drowsy  Dissenters,  are  as  well 
avoided  in  public  prayer,  being  more  likely  to  give  of- 
fence than  to  do  good.      And   I   thought  some  few 
things  you  said  at  Mr.  W****'s  might  as  well  have  been 
spared,  considering  the  spirit  of  some  of  your  hearers. 
I  endeavour  to  bear  a  testimony  against  every  thing 
wrong,  but  as  in  professors^  without  distinguishing  be- 
tween church  and  meeting ;  for,  alas !  the  best  of  us 
have  cause  for  humiliation.     My  judgment  of  many 
persons  and  things  agrees  with  yours ;  but  I  have  seen 
there  is  good  sense  in  the  old  proverb,    *'  Least  said, 
"soonest  mended.''    We  are  sometimes  mistaken  in 
our  own  spirits,  and  though  it  becomes  us  to  be  plain 
and  open  upon  proper  occasions,  it  is  not  our  duty  to 
be  very  busy  in  disturbing  a  nest  of  hornets.    I  was  once 
in  a  large  company  where  very  severe  things  were 
spoken  of  Mr.  W****,  when  one  person  seasonably  ob- 
served, that  though  the  Lord  was  pleased  lo  effect  con- 
version and  edification  by  a  variety  of  means,  he  had 
never  known  any  body  convinced  of  error  by  what  wa« 
said  of  him  behind  his  back.     This  was  about  thirteen 
years  ago,  and  it  has  been  on  my  mind  as  an  useful 
hint  ever  since. 

Believe  me  to  be  affectionctely  yours. 
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LETTER  H. 
Mj  dear  Friend,  July  15»  1766. 

X  WAS  glad  to  hear  that  you  and  Mrs.  S****  were 
again  safely  restored  to  each  other,  and  that  th^  Lord 
had  freed  you  from  your  complaint.     No  doubt  it  was 

pif  from  pleasing  to  be  so  straitened  at  R >.    But 

tQ  be  made,  in  a  measure,  submissive  to  the  Lord's  will, 
ti^  appear  to  a  disadvantage  at  those  times  anc)  places 
when,  perhaps,  we  should  particularly  desire  to  do  our 
l^ist;  I  say,  to  be  content  to  appear  weak  and  poor, 
Ttom  a  real  sense  of  our  weakness  and  poverty  in  his 
sight,  to  see. his  wisdom  and  love  in  appointing  us  such 
humbling  dispensations,  and  t#  submit  to  them,  is  a 
nobler  attainment  than  to  be  able  to  speak  with  the 
tongue  of  an  angel.  The  Lord  who  opened  the  mouth 
of  Balaam's  ass,  could,  if  be  had  pleased,  have  enabled 
it  to  have  preached  a  sermon  an  hour  long,  and  with  as 
much  method  and  accuracy  as  the  most  learned  in  aca- 
demies or  universities.  Speaking  is  but  a  gift,  and  if 
he  is  pleased  sometimes  to  open  our  mouths  freely,  we 
know  not  but  a  wicked  man  might  equal  or  exceed  us. 
But  grace  is  the  peculiar  blessing  which  he  bestows 
upon  his  dear  children,  and  upon  them  enly.  Your 
streams  may  sometimes  run  low,  but  only  when  be  sees 
it  good  and  necessary ;  at  other  times  you  shall  be  as 
if  you  were  taking  water  from  EzekieFs  river.  How- 
ever, rejoice  in  this,  that  the  fountain  is  yours,  and  no- 
thing can  cut  you  off  from  it. 

I  am  affectionately  yours. 


Let.  3.  Tc  tM  Rn.  Mr.  S»»**.  liB» 


.  » 


LETTER  III. 


My  dear  Friend,  September  30,  1T78.. 


X  HIS  Ims  been  a  sort  of  busy  week ;  but  seldom  have 
I  felt  more  unfit  to  teach  others,  or  more  unfit  to  preach 
to  my  own  heart.  O  these  outside  services  are  weari- 
some things,  when  the  Lord  leaves  us  to  feel  our  own 
hardness  and  emptiness !  But  I  would  learn  to  glory 
in  my  infirmities,  that  the  power  of  Christ  may  rest  U|}on 
me.  As  to  myself,  though  cause  enough  to  be  hum* 
bled,  I  have  none  to  be  cast  down,  if  my  righteousness 
15  in  heaven.  And  as  to  my  ministry,  I  ought  to  dedite 
it  may  appear,  that  the  excellency  of  the* power  is  of 
God,  and  that  there  b  nothing  in  me  but  weakness. 

Dust  and  aBhcs  is  my  name, 
My  all  is  sin  and  misery. 

« 

So  we  say,  so  we  believe,  and  yet  we  would  fain  go 
forth  as  if  we  were  wise  and  good.  The  Lord  help  us  to 
dbcover  self  in  all  its  various  windings,  to  resist  it  by 
the  sword  of  the  Spirit,  as  we  would  the  devil,  for 
surely  it  is  bis  great  engine.  It  would  be  a  fine  thing 
to  have  the  knowledge  of  Paul  and  the  eloquence  of 
ApoUos  united  in  our  dear  persons ;  so  that  we  might 
be  the  tip- top  characters  in  the  foolish  dbpute  amon^ 
professors,  Who  is  the  best  preacher  ?  But  I  can  tell 
you  of  a  finer  thing,  and  more  within  our  reach,  because 
it  is  what  the  Lord  invites  even  the  meanest  of  the  flock 
to  seek  fpr;  I. mean,  the.  character  to  which  the  pro- 
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mise  is  made,  Isa.  Ivii.  15.  I<et  the  discourses  of 
others  be  admired  for  ingenuity,  learning,  or  pathos, 
but  may  we  be  ambitious  that  ours  may  savour  of  a 
broken  and  contrite  spirit;  then  shall  we  be  best  able 
to  commend  a  precious  Saviour,  and  then  we  may  war- 
rantably  hope  the  Lord  will  not  suffer  us  to  speak  in 
vftin. 

I  am  affectionately  yours,  in  the  best  bonds. 


LETTER  IV. 

• .  .      ■ 

Dear  Sir,  Fcbruaiy  IT,  1769. 

.1  CANNOT  agree  with  your  friends,  or  with  Witsius, 
respecting  the  degrees  in  glory.  Perhaps  we  are  not 
capable  of  stating  the  question  properly  in  this  dark 
world.  I  see  no  force  in  the  argument  drawn  from 
1  Cor.  XV.  40,  41. ;  or  rather,  that  does  not  appear  to 
me  the  sense  of  the  passage,  or  that  the  apostle  had  any 
respect  to  degrees  of  glory.  The  text  in  Matt.  xix. 
28,  may  be  compared  with  Rev.  iii.  21.  However,  ad- 
mitting such  degrees,  perhaps  they  will  not  be  distri* 
buted,  (according to  human  expectation,)  tosuch as  have 
been  most  employed  in  active  life,  Matt  x.  41.  As 
wickedness  is  rated  by  the  judgment  of  God,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  outward  acts,  but  by  what 
the  heart  would  do  had  opportunity  offered,  Matt. 
V.  28.  ;  so  the  lord  will  graciously  accept  the  desires 
of  his  people,  and  they  shall  in  no  wise  lose  their  re- 
ward, because  his  providence  has  appointed  them  a 
narrower  sphere. 
One  man  like  Mr.  Whitfield  is  raised  up  to  preach 
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the  Gospel  with  success  through  a  considerable  part  of 
the  earth ;  another  is  called  to  the  humbler  service  of 
sweeping  the  streets,  or  cleaning  this  gi%at  minister  s 
shoes.  Now  if  the  latter  is  thankful  and  content  in  bis 
poor  station,  if  lie  can  look  without  envy,  yca^-Avith 
much  love,  on  the  man  that  is  honoured  ;  if  he  can  re- 
joice in  the  good  that  is  done,  or  pray  for  the  success 
of  those  whom  the  Lord  sends,  I  see  not  why  he  may 
not  be  as  great  a  man  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  he  who  is 
followed  and  admired  by  thousands. 

Upon  a  supposition  of  degrees  of  glory,  I  should 
think  it  probable,  the  best  Christian  will  have  the  highest 
place.  And  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  if  you  aqpl  I 
were  to  travel  in  search  of  tlie  best  Christian  in  the 
land,  or  were  qualified  to  distinguish  who  deserved  the 
title,  it  is  more  than  two  to  one  we  should  not 'find  the 
person  in  a  pulpit,  or  any  public  office  of  life;  perhaps 
some  old  woman  at  her  wheel,  or  some  bed-rid  person, 
hid  from  the  knowledge  of  the  world,  in  a  mud-walled 
cottage,  would  strike  our  attention  more  than  any  of  the 
doctors  or  reverends  with  whom  we  are  acquainted. 
Let  us  not  measure  men,  much  less  ourselves,  by  gifts 
or  services.  One  grain  of  grace  is  worth  abundance  oi 
gifts.  To  be  self-abased ;  to  be  filled  with  a  spirit  of 
love,  and  peace,  and  gentleness ;  to  be  dead  to  the 
world ;  to  have  the  heart  deeply  affected  with  a  sense 
of  the  glory  and  grace  of  Jesus;  to  have  our  will 
bowed  to  the  will  of  God ;  these  are  the  great  things, 
more  valuable,  if  compared  in  tlie  balance  of  the 
sanctuary,  than  to  be  an  instrument  of  converting 
a  province,  or  a  nation:  see  1  Cor.  xiii.  1 — 3. 
In  a  word)  I  should  think,  from  Luke  vii.  47,  that 
those  who  love  most,  will  be  most  happy ;  that  those 
who  have  most  forgiven,  will  love  most.     And  as,  in  the 
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present  life,  every  believer  thinks  himself  a  peculiar  in- 
stance of  mercy,  and  sees  his  sins  in  a  peculiar  light  of 
afo^vation,  I  apprehend  it  to  be  so  hereafter.     The  sin 
of  nature  is  equal  in  all ;  and  so  I  think  Would  actual 
sin  be  likewise,  but  for  the  differences  made  by  the  re- 
straining grace  and  providence  of  God.     He  is  not 
perhaps,  in  the  sight  of  God,  the  greatest  sinner,  who 
has  committed  the  most  notorious  acts  of  sin  in  the 
sight  of  man.     We  should  not  judge  one  wolf  to  be 
fiercer  than  another  because  he  had  opportunity  of  de- 
vouring more  sheep.     Any  other  wolf  would  have  done 
the  same,  in  the  same  circumstances. — So  in  sin.     So, 
(think  I,)  in  grace.  The  Lord's  people,every  one  of  them, 
would  be  glad  to  do  him  as  much  service,  and  to  yield 
him  as  much  honour,  as  any  of  the  number  have  at> 
tained  to.     But  he  divides  severally,  to  one  60,  to  one 
SO,  to  one  ]  00,  as  he  pleases ;  but  they  are  all  accepted 
in  the  same  righteousness;  equally  united  to  Jesus ;  and, 
as  to  the  good  works  on  which  a  supposed  difference  is 
afterwards  to  be  founded,  I  apprehend  those  that  have 
most,  will  gladly  do  by  them  as  Paul  did  by  his  legal 
righteousness,  count  them  loss  and  dung  for  the  excel- 
lency of  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord ;  Matt,  xxv,  37.     But 
it  may  be  said.  Is  then  nothing  to  be  expected  for  so 
many  trials  and  sufferings,  as  some  ministers  are  called 
to  for  the  sake  of  the  Gospel  ?    In  my  judgment,  he 
that  does  not  find  a  reward  in  being  excited,  supported, 
enabled  by  the  Holy  Spirit  of  God  in  the  work  of  the 
Gospel ;  who  does  not  think,  that  to  have  multiplied 
labours  owned  to  the  conversion  even  of  a  few  souls 
is  a  great  reward  ;  who  does  not  account  the  ministry 
of  the  Gospel,  with  grace  to  be  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  it,  a  reward  and  honour  in  itself  sufficient  to  over- 
balance all  the  difficulties  it  may  expose  him ;  whoever, 
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I  My,  does  not  thus  think  of  the  service  of  Jesus  i& 
the  Gospel,  has  some  reason  to  question  his  right  tp 
the^lowest  degree  of  glory,  or,  at  least,  has  little  right  to 
look  for  eminence  in  glory,  even  though  he  should 
preach  with  as  much  power  and  acceptance,  and  in 
the  midst  of  as  many  hardships,  as  St.  Paul  did.. 

You  will  hardly  think  by  my  letter  that  I  am  strait- 
ened for  time  at  present,  yet  this  indeed  is  the  case ;  but 
I  have  dropped  into  a  gossip.with  you  insensibly.  I  am 
'glad  the  Lord  has  visited  you  and  comforted  you  of 
late.  Think  it  not  strange  if  such  seasons  are  followed 
by  temptations  and  darkness.  St.  Paul  was  in  dang0r 
of  being  exalted  above  measure  y  and  you  know  the 
means  the  Lord  employed  to  preserve  him.  You  are 
no  better  than  he ;  and  need  not  desire  to  be  more 
graciously  dealt  with.  His  grace  shall  be  sufficient  for 
you.    As  to  every  thing  else,  submit  yourself  to  him. 

I  am  voursy  &c. 


LETTER  V. 


My  dear  Friend,  July  7,  1 7f 0. 

X  R£C£IV£D  your  piteous,  doleful  letter  ;,I  hope  it 
it  needless  now  to  attempt  to  comfort  you,  and  that  this 
will  find  Satan  cast  out,  and  the  man  restored  to  his 
right  mind,  sitting  at  the  feet  of  Jesus.  I  pity  you  that 
you  have  so  many  conflicts ;  yet  I  rejoice  with  you, 
because  I  know  the  Lord  intends  you  good  by  these  toss- 
ings,  and  will  thereby  keep  you  humble  and  dependent. 
Is  it  not  better  to  be  sifted  and  shaken,  than  to  be  left 
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to  fall  in  8ucb  snares  as  some  have  been  Uikeu  in,  whom 
you  have  accounted  better  tbap  yourself?  But  why  are 
you  so. ready  to  throw  down  your  shield,  and  to  talk  of 
running  away  froni  the  battle?  lie  that  harasses  you 
while  you  hold  the  Gospel  plough,  would  be  presently 
with  you  if  you  were  ploughing  in  the  field.  Nor  can 
any  change  of  circumstances  put  you  out  of  his  reach, 
unless  you  could  tell  how  to  run  away  from  yourself. 

It  is  said,  '^  Thou  shalt  not  muzzle  the  ox  that  tread - 
"  eth  out  the  corn."  I  am  sure  the  Lord  has  not 
muzzled  you :  how  is  it  then,  that  while  you  set  forth  a 
free  salvation  to  others,  you  do  not  feed  upon  it  your- 
self; but  contradict  your  own  preaching,  and  reason 
and  complain,  as  though  you  had  found  out  that  the 
Uood  of  Jesus  Christ  cannot  cleanse  from  all  sin ;  or, 
as  though  the  Lord  were  as  changeable  as  you  are  r  I 
know  you  are  a  staunch  Calvinist  in  your  judgment, 
or  I  should  tliink  you  an  Arminian,  by  some  of  your 
complaints. 

When  the  enemy  would  tempt  you  to  murmur 
about  a  provision,  tell  him  that  he  knows,  (for  he  walks 
to  and  fro  the  earth,)  that,  taking  the  kingdom  round, 
there  is  not  one  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  ten,  so  well 
provided  for  as  you.  And  if  so,  you  may  ask  him,  if 
voa  have  not  much  more  cause  for  thankfulness  than 
murmuring.  What  you  have,  the  Lord  has  given  you  ; 
and  if  be  sees  that  is  too  little,  he  will  moreover  give 
you  such  and  such  tilings :  £  Sam.  xii.  8.  But  then  it 
must  be  in  his  way  and  time,  and  not  in  your  own. 
How  can  you  teach  others  to  live  a  life  of  faith,  except 
you  learn,  by  daily  experience,  to  live  it  yourself?  And 
the- life  of  faith  is  maintained,  not  by  bags  and  coffers, 
but  by  pleading  the  promises  in  prayer,  when  we  have 
nothing  else  to  look  to. 
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As  to  Xht  success  of  your  ministry,  it  is  no  part  of  your 
concern,  farther  than  to  make  it  matter  of  prayer.  Faithi* 
fulness  and  diligence  is  our  part ;  the  rest  b  the  lord's; 

I  suppose  you  are  quite  as  acceptable  in  B 

as  Jeremiah  was  in  Jerusalem ;  and  probably  see  more 
to  encourage  you  in  your  hearers,  than  he  did  in  his. 
He  was  not  very  popular,  but  he  was  plain  and  honest; 
and  if  not  owned  to  save  the  souls  of  others,  he  deli- 
vered his  own.  And  after  all,  the  Lord  did  just  as 
much  by  him  as  he  purposed  before  he  called  him ; 
and  he  did  not  a  tittle  tnore  than  he  had  purposed  be- 
forehand, by  the  preaching  of  St.  Paul. 

But  it  seems  you  think  other  people  preach  better 
than  you.  I  hope  you  will  always  think  so  ;  if  you 
should  be  mistaken,  it  is  a  fault  on  the  right  side.  But 
other  people  think  so  too.  I  am  not  so  sure  of  that ; 
but  if  they  do,  it  is  perhaps  to  chastise  you  for  your  un- 
believing fears.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  outdo  yorself, 
and  to  outdo  us  all,  I!w  ill  give  you  a  receipt — Believe. 
The  more  you  believe,  the  better  you  will  preach.  If 
the  ministers  they  commend  are  faithful,  simple  preachers 
of  the  truth,  depend  upon  it,  the  more  your  people  like 
them,  the  more  they  will  like  yoti,  I  believe  you  are 
as  free  from  a  fear  of  being  outshone  by  others  as  most 
men  ;  but  there  is  some  of  this  leaven  in  all  our  hearts : 
let  us  watch  and  pray  against  it,  and  heartily  wish  and 
pray,  that  all  who  preach  Jesus,  may  do  it  with  more 
power  and  success  than  \ve  can  ourselves,  We  shall 
not  be  the  poorer  for  their  riches  ;  but  our  Lord  and 
theirs  will  take  it  well  of  us  :  and  if  he  sees  us  simply 
content  to  take  the  lowest  place,  he  will  raise  us  up 
higher,  for  it  is  a  standing  law  in  his  kingdom,  that  he 
that  humbleth  himself  shall  be  exalted. 

I  hare  touched  on  all  your  complaints,  and  brought 
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myself  to  the  end  of  my  paper.  NotwithstandiDg  what 
I  have  written,  I  could  fill  a  sheet  with  sorrowful  stories 
in  my  turn  ;  but,  ^'  The  Lord  is  good." 

I  am  affectionately  yours. 


LETTER  VI, 


My  dear  Friend, 


X  MlGHTdefer  answering  your  last  till  Iseeyou;  yet, 
because  I  love  you,  I  will  write.  I  apprehend  your 
mind  is  darkened  with  temptation,  for  your  views  of  the 
Gospel,  when  you  preach,  are  certainly  clearer  than 
your  letter  expresses.  You  may  think  you  dbtinguish 
between  evidences  and  conditions,  but  the  heart  is  de- 
ceitful, and  often  beguiles  our  judgment,  when  we  arc 
judging  concerning  ourselves. 

You  say,  *'  I  hope  it  is  my  desire  to  cast  myself  upon 
'*  the  free  promise  in  Jesus  Christ ;  but  this  alone  does 
''  not  give  assurance  of  my  personal  interest  in  his 
^^  blood.'*  I  ask.  Why  not  ?  Because  you  lean  to  con- 
ditions, and  do  not  think  yourself  good  enough.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  if  I  cast  myself  upon  his  promise,  and 
if  his  promise  is  true,  I  must  undoubtedly  be  interested 
in  his  full  redemption  ;  for  he  has  said,  *'  Him  that 
''  Cometh  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out"  If  you  can  find  a 
case  or  circumstance  which  the  words  in  no  wise  will  not 
include,  then  you  may  despond. 

It  is  certainly  a  delusion  to  imagine  oneself  of  the 
number  of  Elect,  without  scriptural  evidence..  But  have 
you  not  that  evidence  ?  I  think,  as  the  saying  is,  you  can- 
not see  the  wood  for  trees.  You  tell  me  what  evidences 
yon  want,  namely,  spiritual  experiencesi  inward  holiness, 
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earnei^t  ei^daaTours.  A11  this  I  may  allow  ma  right  sensed 
but  in  judging  on  these  grounds,  it  is  common  and  easy 
in  a  dark  hour  to  turn  the  Gospel  into  a  covenant  of 
works;  But  take  it  your  own  way — If  a  tear  of  being 
deceived,  a  mourninir  under  a  sense  of  vileness,  a  hun- 
gering and  thirsting  after  righteousness,  a  sense  of  the  evil 
and  danger  of  sin,  a  persuasion  of  the  preciousness  and 
suitableness  of  Christ  in  his  offices,  ftc. ;  if  these  are  not 
spiritual  experiences,  I  know  not  what  are.  And  will  you 
dare  deny,  thatGod  hasgiven  you  these?  As  to  inward  ho- 
liness, when  we  meet,  you  shall  define,  ifyou  please,  what 
you  mean  by  it.  The  holiness  of  a  sinner  seems  princi- 
pally to  consist  in  self-abasement,  and  in  admiring  views 
of  Jesus  as  a  complete  Saviour — these  are  the  main  prin- 
ciples from  whence  every  gracious  fruit  is  derived.  In 
proportion  as  we  have  these,  we  shall  be  humble,  meek^ 
patient,  weaned  from  the  world,  and  devoted  to  God. 
But  if  you  will  look  for  a  holiness,  that  shall  leave  no 
room  for  the  workinjis  of  rorruption  and  temptation; 
you  look  for  what  (ipd  has  no  where  promised,  and  for 
what  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  our  present  state.  If  you 
say,  you  must  doubtless  expect  to  feel  evil  in  your  heart, 
but  that  you  are  discoura^^ed  by  feeling  so  much ;  I  ask 
further  if  you  can  find  from  the  word  of  God,  how  much 
a  holy  person  maj/  feel  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  believis 
the  most  holy  people  feci  the  most  evil.  Indeed,  when 
faith  is  strong  and  in  exercise,  sin  will  not  much  break 
eut  to  the  observation  of  others ;  but  it  cuts  them  out 
work  enough  within.  Indeed,  my  friend,  you  will  not 
be  steadily  comfortable,  till  you  learn  to  derive  your 
eoniforts  from  a  simple  apprehension  of  the  person, 
work,  and  offices  of  Christ.  He  is  made  unto  us  of 
God,  not  only  righteousness,  but  sanctificatiori  also. 

One  direct   appropriating   act  of  fiaith  in  him,  will 
Vol.  VI.  3  A 
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itreDgthen  you  more,  than  all  the  earnest  endeavours 
you  speak  of.  Evidenc^es,  as  you  call  them,  are  of  use 
in  their  place ;  but  the  best  evidence  of  faith  is  the 
shutting  our  eyes  equally  upon  our  defects  and  our 
graces,  and  looking  directly  to  Jesus  as  clothed  with 
authority  and  power  to  save  to  the  very  uttermost.  So 
70U  preach  to  others — so  you  deal  with  exercised  con- 
«ciences ;  why  not  preach  so  to  yourself?  Will  vou 
point  out  a  ground  lor  their  hopes  upon  which  you  are 
afraid  to  venture  your  own?  Has  lie  not  kept  yoa 
sound  in  the  faith  in  wavering  times  ?  does  he  not  pre- 
serve you  unspotted  from  the  world  ?  does  he  not  enable 
and  own  you  in  your  ministry?  has  lie  not  often  rt^treslud 
you  with  his  consolations  ?  Do  you  not  tell  others,  thut 
the  blood  of  Jesus  cleanseth  from  all  sin  ?  Why  then 
do  you  give  viay  to  doubts  and  fears?  I  would  have 
you  humbled  before  the  Lord  for  your  unworthiness. 
In  this  I  wish  I  was  more  like  you  ;  but  rejoice  in  Christ 
Jesus,  and  resist  every  temptation  to  doubt  your  interest 
in  his  love,  as  you  would  resist  a  temptation  to  adultery 
or  murder.  Plead  the  apostle's  argument,  Rom.  viii.  SI . 
-^38,  before  the  Lord  and  against  Satan,  and  do  not 
dishonour  Christ  so  as  to  imagine  he  will  disappoint 
the  desire  which  00  power  but  his  could  implant  in  your 
heart 

Yours  in  the  best  bonds,  &c. 


I 


LETTER  VII. 
My  dear  Friend, 


SHALL  be  glad  to  hear  that  you  and  Mrs.  ****are 
Ih  health,  and  thai  your  souls  prosper.    Mine  was  dnfl 
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tnd  languid  when  with  you,  and  has  been  too  much  8Q  < 
ever  since.  But  I  trust  the  Lord,  the  good  Shepherd^ 
will  lead  oie  safely  through  this  wilderness,  and  bring 
me  at  last  to  see  him  in  his  kingdom.  I  am  weary  of 
living  at  such  a  distance,  yet  cannot  quicken  myself. 
Pray  tor  nie  and  mine,  that  we  may  be  favoured  with  a 
season  of  refreshment.  I  have  every  thing  else ;  but 
the  want  of  more  lively  and  abiding  communion  with 
kirn,  makes  my  chariot  wheels  move  heavily. 

To  him  I  owe  my  wealth  and  friendi. 

And  health  and  lafc  abode  ; 
Thanks  to  his  name  for  meaner  things. 

But  these  arc  not  my  God. 

I  find  vanity  engraven  in  capital  letters,  on  myself 
and  every  tiling  around  me ;  and,  while  encompassed 
with  mercies,  and  so  thoroughly  satisfied  with  my  out- 
ward condition  that  I  could  hardly  wish  a  single  cir- 
cumstance altered,  I  feel  emptiness,  and  groan  being 
burdened.  If  you  think,  by  my  writing  in  this  strain^ 
that  I  am  very  spiritual,  you  will  be  greatly  mistaken. 
But  I  can  say,  I  wish  to  be  so. 

My  preaching  seems,  in  some  respects,  contrary  to 
my  experience.  The  two  points  on  which  I  most 
largely  insist,  are,  the  glories  of  the  Redeemer,  and  the 
happiness  of  a  life  of  communion  with  God.  I  can 
often  find  something  to  say  on  these  subjects  in  the 
pulpit ;  but  at  some  other  times,  my  thoughts  of  Jesus 
are  so  low,  disjointed,  and  interrupted,  that  it  seems  as 
if  I  knew  nothing  of  him  but  by  the  hearing  of  the  ear. 
And  answerable  to  this,  is  the  sensible  communion  I 
have  with  him.  Alas  !  how  faint,  how  unfrequent !  I 
approach  the  throne  of  grace,  encumbered  with  a  thou- 
sand distractions  of  thought,  each  of  which  seems  to 


180  Tb  tn&  fetf.  Mr.  A«#«*.  IM.  t. 

enga^  more  of  my  atteotion  than  the  business  I  have 
in  band. 

To  complete  the  riddle,  I  would  add,  that,  notnith- 
itanding  all  these  complaints,  v^bich  seem  ^eat  enough 
to  forbid  my  hope,  to  plunge  me  in  despair,  I  have  peace 
at  bottom.  I  see,  I  know,  I  cannot  deny,  that  he  is 
alUsufllicient ;  can;  and  does  pity  and  help  me,  unwor* 
thy  as  I  am  ;  and  though  I  seldom  enjoy  a  glimpse  of 
sunshine,  yet  I  am  not  wholly  in  the  dark.  My  heart 
is  vile,  and  even  my  prayers  are  sin;  I  wisih  I  could 
mourn  more,  but  the  Lord  forbid  I  should  sorrow  as 
those  that  have  no  hope.  He  is  able  to  save  to  the  ut- 
termost. His  blood  speaks  louder  than  all  my  evils. 
My  soul  is  very  sick,  but  my  Physician  is  infallible. 
He  never  turns  out  any  as  incurable  of  whom  he  has 
once  taken  the  charge.  That  uould  be  equally  to  the 
dishonour  of  his  skill  and  his  compassion.  Had  he  been 
willing  I  should  perish,  he  would  not  have  wrought  a 
miracle,  (for  I  account  it  no  less,)  to  save  me  from  sink- 
ing into  the  great  deep,  when  he  first  put  it  in  my  heart 
to  cry  to  him  for  mercy.  And,  O  uhat  astonishing 
goodness  has  folloued  uie  from  that  day  to  this  !  Help 
me  to  praise  him;  and  may  he  help  you  to  proclaim 
ttie  glory  of  his  salvation^  and  to  rejoice  in  it  yourself. 

I  am  affectionately  yours. 


BETTER  VIII. 


Dear  Sip,  December  6,  1772. 

X  LONG  for  you  to  learn  to  distinguish  between  what 
are  properly  the  effects  of  a  nature  miserably  depraved, 
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and  which  shows  itself  in  the  heart  of  every  child  of 
God,  and  tiie  effects  of  Satan's  immediate  temptations. 
What  you  complain  of  are  fiery  darts,  but  you  cannot 
be  properly  said  to  shoot  them  at  yourself;  they  come 
from  an  enemy,  and  the  shield  of  faith  is  given  you,  that 
you  may  quench  them ;  why  then  are  you  so  ready  to 
throw  it  away  ?  ¥ou  seem  to  think  yourself  better  at 
one  time  than  at  another;  now  I  believe  that  we,  as*  in 
and  of  ourselves,  are  always  alike.  Look  at  the  sea; 
sometimes  it  rages  and  tosses  its  waves,  at  another  time 
it  is  calm  and  smooth.  But  the  nature 'of  the  sea  is  not 
changed ;  it  is  not  grown  more  gentle  in  itself  than  it 
was  before ;  wait  but  till  the  next  storm,  and  you  will 
see  it  rage  a^ain  as  much  as  ever.  Our  unrenewed 
partis  as  untameable  as  the  sea.  When  temptations 
are  at  a  distance,  or  the  Lord  is  present,  it  may  lie 
quiet,  but  it  is  always  deceitful  and  desperately  wicked. 
Or  like  a  lion,  which  may  be  sometimes  awake,  some- 
times asleep  ;  but  whether  asleep  or  auake,  it  is  a  lioa 
still,  and  a  little  matter  will  rouse  it  from  its  slumber, 
and  set  it  roaring  ;  though,  while  sleeping,  it  may  seem 
as  harmless  asa  cat. 

If  we  could  muse  less  upon  ourselves,  and  meditate 
more  upon  the  Lord  Jesus,  we  should  do  better.  He 
likv^ise  is  aUays  the  same:  as  near  and  as  gracious 
in  the  storm  as  in  the  calm.  Yea,  he  expresses  a  pe- 
culiar care  of  those  who  are  tempted,  tossed,  and  not 
comforted.  Though  you  are  sore  thrust  at  that  you 
may  fall,  He  will  be  your  stay.  But  I  wish  you  could 
more  readily  rest  upon  his  word,  and  rejoice  in  bis 
righteousness,  even  in  that  only. 
Believe  me  to  be. 

Sincerely  and  affectionately  yours. 
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LETTER  IX. 

My  dear  Friend,  October  22,  1773. 

If  the  lives  of  the  two  Henry's  and  of  other  good  men, 
were  written  by  inspired  men,  you  would  not  be  so  much 
discouraged  at  reading  them.  Depend  upon  it,  they  saw 
as  much  reason  to  be  ashamed  of  tliemselves  as  we  do. 
To  us  tliey  appear  in  their  best  clothes,  and  we  arc 
told  more  of  what  the  Lord  wrought  for  them,  than 
of  the  effects  of  indwelling  sin  under  which  they 
groaned.     If  I  should  outlive  you,  and  I  should  have 

a  call  to  write  the  life  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  ****,  of , 

I  should  perhaps  find  more  to  say  in  your  favour 
than  you  are  aware  of;  and  if  you  would  have  the 
darker  side  known,  as  well  as  the  brighter,  you  must 
write  ii  yourself. 

I  am  glad  Mr.  ****  preached  among  you.  There 
are  some  points  on  which  we  must  exercise  mutual  for- 
bearance. I  have  heard  him  speak  sometimes  as  if  he 
considered  assurance  to  pertain  to  the  essence  of  faith. 
Yet  I  do  not  think  he  uould  willingly  discourage  a  weak 
believer.  He  is  a  frank  honest  man,  and  I  am  per- 
suaded would  not  have  been  offended,  if  you  had  hint- 
ed to  him  in  conversation  any  thing  in  which  you  seem- 
ed to  differ;  and  perhaps,  were  he  to  explain  himself^ 
the  difference  would  not  appear  to  be  great 

I  hope  you  are  both  well  reconciled  to  the  death  of 
your  child.  Indeed,  I  cannot  be  sorry  for  the  death  of 
injanls.  How  many  storms  do  they  escape !  Nor  can 
I  doubt,  in  my  private  judgment,  that  they  are  in- 
duded  in  the  election  of  grace.     Perhaps  those  wbt 
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die  in  infancy,  are  the  exceeding  great  multitudes  of  all 
people,  nations,  and  languages  mentioned,  Rev.  vii.  Q. 
in 'distinction  from  the  visible  body  of  professing  be* 
lievers,  who  were  marked  in  their  foreheads,  and  openly 
luiown  to  be  the  Lord's,  fiut  I  check  myself,  and 
i¥ould  not  indulge  opinions  about  points  not  clearly 
and  ctti'tainly  revealed. 

I  am,  sincerely. 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother/ 


lETTER  X. 
^7  dear  Friend^  June  34,  \71f4. 

\  RETURNED  home  in  safety,  undei*  that  invisible 
and  graciuus  protection  to  which  we  are  always  equally 
indebted,  whether  at  home  or  abroad,  and  which  had 
preserved  all  in  peace  during  my  absence.  Many,  un- 
doubtedly, who  left  their  houses  on  tiie  day  I  went  to 

',  will  never  return  to  them  again  alive;  and 

probably  many  who  left  their  families  in  peace,  have 
found,  or  will  find  when  they  come  back,  that  some  un- 
expected calamity  has  quite  prevented  the  pleasure  they 
proposed  in  seeing  their  habitation  again.  To  live  as  I 
have  long  done,  from  year  to  year  exempted  from  the 
distresses  with  which  the  world  is  filled,  to  see  so  many 
falling  and  sufP  ring  around,  yet  I  and  mine  preserved  ; 
sickness  and  death  marchin«y  about  and  filling  almost 
every  house  with  groans,  and  yet  not  permitted  to 
knock  at  our  door ;  this  is  a  mercy  foi>  wijich  I  am  not 
sufficiently  thankiuL     InJeed,  ingratitude  and  insensi- 
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biltty  towards  the  Ix)rd,  are  evils  which  I  may  abhor 
myself  for;  and  did  I  act  in  the  like  unfeeling,  stupid 
spirit  towards  my  fellow- creatures,  they  would  soon  be 
weary  of  me.  But  he  is  God  and  not  man.  I  often 
call  upon  my  heart,  and  charge  it  not  to  forget  his  be- 
nefits :  but  there  is  so  much  stone  and  lead  in  its  com- 
position, that  I  can  make  little  impression  upon  it. 
Melt  it,  O  Lord,  with  the  fire  of  thy  love ! 

Though  I  was  very  glad  to  see  you  and  our  friends 
at  your  house,  I  was  not  pleased  with  myself  when 
there.  Pgirticularly,  I  was  sorry  I  gave  way  to  the  dis- 
course about  Baptism,  which,  as  we  all  seemed  well 
persuaded  in  our  own  minds,  was  little  better  than  idle 
talk.  When  tea  was  almost  over,  it  occurred  to  me, 
how  easily  I  might  have  turned  it  to  a  more  profitable 
subject ;  but  then  it  was  too  late.  Methinks  it  did  not 
require  much  study  to  find  out  that  we  were  but  poorly 
employed.  Perhaps  I  may  be  wiser  hereafter ;  but 
one  word  draws  on  another  so  strangely,  that  we  arc 
liable  to  be  entangled  before  we  are  awaie,  for  Mr. 
Self  loves  to  speak  last. 

I  thought  of  you  yesterday.  I  hope  you  had  a  plea- 
sant visit.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  been  with 
you  ;  I  love  that  house.  There  seems  to  be  no  leisure 
in  it  to  talk  about  persons  or  opinions.  The  inquiry 
there  is  concerning  Jesus ;  how  to  love  him  more,  and 
serve  him  better ;  how  to  derive  from  him,  and  render 
to  him.  If  this  is  to  be  a  Moravian,  I  do  not  wonder 
they  are  reproached  and  scorned.  Where  the  spirit  of 
the  Gospel  is,  there  the  cross  will  be.  But  as  I  am 
acquainted  only  with  two  families,  I  cannot  say  how 
it  is  with  the  rest ;  but  why  should  I  not  hope  they  are 
all  in  the  same  way  ?     If  they  have,  notwithstanding, 
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some  little  pecaliarities,  I  apprehend  very  fewoftho^ 
societies  which  are  ready  to  censure  theiUy  can  exceed 
them  in  the  real  fruits  of  the  Spirit. 

I  am  your  sincerely  affectionate. 


LETTER  XI. 
itf  dear  Friendi  September  -^  1774* 

JL  OUR  judgment  in  the  Gospel  is  sound  ;  but  thers 
is  a  legal  something  in  your  experience,  whiph  per- 
plexes you.  You  are  capable  of  advising  others ;  I 
wish  yoii  could  apply  more  effectually  what  you  preach 
to  yourself,  and  distinguish  in  your  own  case  between 
a  cause  of  humiliation  and  a  reason  of  distress.  You 
cannot  be  too  sensible  of  the  inward  and  inbred  evils 
you  complain  of;  but  you  may  be,  yea,  you  are,  im- 
properly affected  by  them.  You  say  you  find  it  hard 
to  believe  it  compatible  with  the  divine  purity  to  em- 
brace or  employ  such  a  monster  as  yourself  You  ex- 
press not  only  a  low  opinion  of  yourself,  which  is  right, 
but  too  low  an  opinion  of  the  person,  work,  and  pro- 
misFs  of  the  Redeemer;  which  is  certainly  wrong. 
And  it  seems  too,  that  though  the  total,  absolute  de- 
pravity of  human  nature  is  a  fundamental  artjcle  in 
your  creed,  you  do  not  experimentally  take  up  that 
doctrine,  in  the  length,  and  breadth,  and  depth  of  it,  as 
it  lies  in  the  word  of  God.  Or  else,  why  areyou  con^ 
tinually  disappointed  and  surprised  that  in  and  out  of 
yourself  you  find  nothing  but  evil  ?  A  man  with  two 
broken  legs  will  hardly  wonder  that  he  is  not  able  to 

run,  or  even  to  stand.     Your  complaints  seem  to  go 
Vor.VI.  SB 
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upon  the  supposition,  that  Uiough  you  have  nothing  good 
of  your  ovin,  you  ought  to  have ;  and  most  certainly 
you  ouffht  it  you  were  under  the  law  ;  but  the  Gospel  is 
provided  for  the  helpless  and  the  worthless  You  do 
not  wonder  that  it  is  cold  in  winter,  or  dark  at  midnight. 
All  depends  upon  the  sun  ;  just  so  the  exercise  of  grace 
depends  upon  the  Sun  of  Righteousness.  When  he 
withdraws,  we  find  ourselves  very  bad  indeed,  but  no 
worse  in  ourselves  than  the  scriptures  declare  us  to  he. 
If,  indeed,  the  divine  rectitude  and  purity  accepts  and 
employs  you,  it  is  not  for  your  own  sake,  nor  could  it 
be  were  you  ten  thousand  times  better  than  you  are. 
You  have  not,  you  cannot  have,  any  tiling  in  the  sight 
of  God,  but  what  you  derive  from  the  righteousness 
and  atomment  of  Jesus.  If  you  could  keep  Him  u)()re 
constantly  in  view,  you  would  be  more  comfortaiile. 
He  would  be  more  honoured.  Satan  transforms  him- 
self into  an  angel  of  light.  He  sometimes  offers  to 
teach  us  humility  ;  but  though  I  wish  to  be  humble,  I 
desire  not  to  learn  in  bis  school  His  premises  per- 
haps are  true.  That  we  are  vile,  wretched  creatures  : — 
but  then  he  draws  abominable  conclusions  from  them ; 
and  would  teach  us  That,  therefore,  we  ought  to  ques- 
tion either  the  power,  or  the  willingness,  or  the  faith- 
fulness of  Christ.  Indeed,  though  our  complaints 
are  good,  so  far  as  they  spring  from  a  dislike  of  sin ; 
yet  when  we  come  to  examine  them  closely,  there  is 
often  so  much  self-^ill,  self  righteousness,  unbelief, 
pride  and  impatience,  mingled  with  them,  that  they 
are  little  better  than  the  worst  evils  we  can  complain 

of. 

'  We  join  in  love  to  you  both.  Let  us  pray  that  we 
nay  be  enabled  to  follow  the  apostle's,  or  rather  the 
Lord  s  command  by  hioi^  Rejoice  in  the  Lord  always^ 
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and  again  I  say,  rejoice.     We  have  little  to  rejoice  iq 
in  ourselves,  but  we  have  right  and  reason  to  rejoice  Iq 

liim. 

I  am,  for  his  sake,  sincerely  yourp. 


>4»< 


LETTER  XII. 


T 


My  dear  Friend,  Febwiary  1 1,  177T. 


HE  words  "for  them,** Isa.  xxxv.  1.  had  better  bavQ 
Veen  omitted,  for  they  have  no  business  with  the  text; 
and  only  perplex  the  sense*  This  is  the  judgmeat  of 
the  best  commentators.  But  if  retained,  the  best  mean- 
ing  is,  that  when  the  power  of  Edom  is  destroyed,  the 
places  which  before  were  desolate  and  barren,  shaH  re- 
joice over  them ;  to  the  destruction  of  the  one,  the  glory 
of  the  other  shall  succeed. 

The  whole  chapter  is  chiefly  a  pastoral  description  of 
the  blessed  change  which  the  Gospel  shall  effect;  as  if 
a  dry  wilderness  shall  be  changed  into  a  well  watered 
and  fruitful  country.  There  is  no  need  to  seek  a  par- 
ticular and  express  meaning  of  the  words  "  reeds  and 
^'rushes;'*  they  only  enliven  the  description  and  contrast 
Dry  sandy  deserts,  (as  in  Africa,)  are  the  haunt  or  ha- 
bitation of  serpents  or  dragons.  But  such  an  altera* 
tion  shall  ensue,  that  instead  of  dry  places,  there  shall 
be  rivehs  and  pools ;  water  not  merely  to  refresh  the 
grass,  but  in  great  abundance,  as  in  these  places  where 
reeds  and  rushes  usually  grow.  What  is  often  said  of 
parables,  that  they  do  not  go  on  all-fours,  is  true  of 
many  prophetical  descriptions ;  there  are  circumstances 
which  heighten  the  beauty  of  the  painting ;  but  if  we 


188  mi^  Hep.  Mr.  5*#*».  Let  X3. 

attempt  to  deduce  doctrioes  from  every  such  circum- 
stance,  h  e  rather  enervate  the  Spirit  of  the  passage,  than 
explain  it. 

It  must  be  allowed,  likewise,  that  our  translation^ 
though  in  the  main  excellent  and  faithful,  often  misses 
the  beauty  and  clearness  of  the  origitial,  oviing  some- 
times to  a  servile  dependence  on  the  Masorite  pointing, 
and  sometimes  to  the  translators  not  attending  to  the 
genius  of  the  Hebrew  poetical  language,  which  is  con- 
siderably dififerent  from  the  prose.  ''  In  the  habitation 
**  of  dragons,  where  each  lay  ;"  the  word  each  makes  the 
passage  bald.  '*  In  the  places  where  dragons  lay,  (or 
*^  lurked,)  shall  be  grass,  Sec.""  In  the  eighth  verse  like- 
wi8€|  instead  of  ^'  but  it  shall  be  for  those,"  the  original 
points  out  a  glorious  thought  which  is  quite  lost  in  the 
version,  because  it  follows  an  improper  division  of  the 
verse.  Dr.  Lowth's  later  version,  which,  when  read, 
seems  to  speak  for  itself,  is  to  this  purpose :  ^'  The  un- 
^^  clean  shall  not  pass  over  it;  but  he  shall  walk  with 
"  them  in  it,  and  the  fool^  (or  the  weak,)  shall  not  err 
"  therein."  This  is  the  reason  why  no  lion  or  unclean 
shall  be  there,  and  why  the  weakest  of  his  people  shall 
not  be  destroyed  or  wander ;  because  he,  (their  (Jod 
and  Saviour,  verse  4.)  shall  walk  with  them  and  be 
their  guard  and  guide. 

However,  in  public  preaching,  I  meddle  as  little  and 
as  gently  as  possible  with  these  differences.  I  some- 
times intimate,  that  the  words  will  bear  another  sense ; 
but  I  should  be  unwilling  to  make  plain  people  suspect 
their  bibles  are  not  right  But  there  are  innumerable 
places  in  the  prophets  which  are  capable  of  a  much 
clearer  translation  than  what  they  have  at  present, 
Ixt  me  add  one  more,  Isa.  Ixii.  5.  Instead  of  "  So  shall 
^th}  sons  marry  thee,"  it  should  undoubtedly  be,  So  shall 
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thy  Maker^  (or  Creator,)  marry  thee,  agreeably  to  tht 
follovviog  part  of  the  verse. 

Believe  me  to  be  affectionately  yours. 


I 


LETTER  XIII. 


My  dear  Friend,  March  11,  \Vf%. 


HOPE  Mrs.S***n  cold  is  better,  andthechildretfrf 
complaints  on  the  mending  hand.  What  a  many  care- 
ful hours  by  day,  and  sleepless  hours  by  night,  have  I 
escaped  by  not  being  a  parent  !  It  is  well  wbeo  they 
that  have  children,  and  they  that  have  none,  are  alike 
pleased  with  the  Lord's  appointment. 

I  had  no  dread  of  the  Fast-day ;  for  whether  overtures 
towards  peace  had  been  proposed  or  not  by  Lord 
N****,  I  should  most  certainly  not  have  prayed  for 
havock,  but  should,  both  in  prayer  and  preaching,  have 
expressed  my  desires  and  longings  for  a  stop  to  the  ef- 
fusion of  blood.  But  I  fear  we  are  not  yet  come  to 
the  crisis.  The  steps  now  taking  would,  humanly 
speaking,  have  done  something  awhile  ago;  but  they 
are  now  too  late,  and,  I  think,  will  be  rejected.  But  I 
know  not  the  Lord's  secret  will.  That-I  am  sure  wHl 
take  place.  As  to  outward  appearances  and  the  pur- 
poses of  men,  pro  and  con,  I  pay  little  regard  to  them. 
Indeed,  they  are  no  more  stable  than  the  clouds  in  a 
storm,  which  vary  their  shape  every  moment.  It  is 
enough  fur  us  that  the  Lord  reigns,  is  carrying  on  his 
own  cause,  and  will  take  care  of  his  own  people.  The 
best,  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  serve  the  public,  is 
by  praying  for  it;  and  mourning  for  those  sins  which 
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have  given  rise  to  these  calamities.  Alas  !  what  signi- 
fies one  day  of  humiliation  in  a  year?  When  the  day 
is  over,  every  thing  goes  on  just  as  it  did  before.  The 
busy  world,  the  gay  world,  and  the  religious  world,  are, 
I  suppose,  much  the  same  since  the  fast  as  they  were 
before  it :  buying  and  selling,  eating  and  drinking, 
dancing  and  playing — and  the  professing  sheep  biting 
and  tearing  each  other  like  wolves  ;  or  else  like  decoy- 
ducks,  enticing  one  another  into  the  world  s  snares. 
And  though  I  find  fault  with  others,  I  have  enough  to 
look  upon  at  home.  The  Lord  pardon  them  and  me 
also !  My  heart  is  deceitful  and  wicked  ;  my  services 
poor  and  polluted,  my  sins  very  many,  and  greatly  ag- 
gravaftd  :  so  that  I  should  be  one  of  the  last  to  be  cen- 
sorious. And  yet  I  cannot  help  seeing  that  the  profes- 
sion of  many  is  cold  where  it  should  be  warm,  and  only 
warm  in  animosity  and  contention.  The  Lord  h^lp  us ! 
for  we  are  in  a  woful  case  as  a  people. 

I  am  sincerely  yours. 


LETTER  XIV. 

My  dear  Friend,  September  4,  1778. 

W  ELCOME  from  K .     I  hope  you  were  the 

instrument  of  much  good  abroad,  and  brought  home 
much  comfort  and  peace  in  your  own  heart.  How 
many  are  the  seen  and  the  unseen  mercies  we  are  fa- 
voured with  in  a  long  journey  !  And  what  mercy  to 
find  Mrs.  S****  and  your  fomily  well  on  your  return, 
as  I  hope  you  did  ! 

The  same  good  Providence  which  has  preserved  you 
and  yours,  has  taken  care  of  me  and  mine.     Rut  Mrs. 
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****  has  been  sometimes  ill ;  no  oftener  and  no  more 
than  we  have  been  able  to  bear,  or  than  the  Lord  saw 
was  most  for  our  advantage.  After  so  many  years'  ex- 
perience of  his  goodness,  we  surely  have  reason  to  be 
convinced  that  he  does  all  things  well.  At  present,  she 
is  tolerably  well. 

We  are  bis  sheep ;  be  is  our  shepherd.  If  a  sheep 
liad  reason,  and  were  sensible  of  its  own  state,  how 
weak  to  withstand  the  wolf,  how  prone  in  itself  to  wan- 
cler,  how  utterly  unable  to  provide  for  its  own  subsist- 
ence ;  it  could  have  no  comfort,  unless  it  knew  that  it 
was  under  the  care  of  a  shepherd ;  and  in  proportion  to 
the  opinion  it  formed  of  the  shepherd's  watchfulness  and 
sufficiency,  such  would  be  its  confidence  and  peace. 
But  if  you  could  suppose  the  sheep  had  depravity  like- 
wise, then  it  would  act  as  we  often  do ;  its  reason  would 
degenerate  into  vain  reasoning,  it  would  distrust  the 
isbepherd,  and  find  fault  with  his  management.  It 
would  burden  itself  with  contrivances  and  cares ;  trem-* 
ble  under  the  thoughts  of  a  hard  winter,  and  never  be 
easy  unless  it  was  surrounded  with  hay-stacks.  It 
would  study  from  morning  till  night  where  to  hide  itself 
out  of  the  wolfs  way.  Poor,  wise,  silly  sheep  !  if  thou 
hadst  not  a  shepherd,  all  thy  schemes  would  be  fruit- 
less ;  when  thou  hast  broken  thy  heart  with  care,  thou 
art  still  as  unable  to  preserve  thyself  as  thou  wast  tie- 
fore  :  and  if  thou  hast  a  good  shepherd,  they  are  all 
needless.     Is  it  not  sufficient  that  he  careth  for  thee  ? 

Thus  I  could  preach  to  such  a  sheep  as  I  have  sup- 
posed ;  and  thus  I  try  to  preach  to  my  own  heart.  But 
though  I  know  I  cannot,  by  any  study  of  mine,  add  a 
cubit  or  an  inch  to  my  stature,  I  am  prone  to  piizzle 
myself  about  twenty  things^  which  are  equally  out  of 
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;  and  equally  unnecessary,  if  the  I^rd  be  my 

I  am  yours^  &c. 


LETTER  XV. 
My  dear  Friend,  November  4,  177$. 

JVlR.  ••^  told  me  on  Saturday,  that  when  he  left 
,  you  and  two  of  your  children  were  ill  of  the 


potrid  sore  throat :  the  next  day  he  sent  me  word,  that 
you  were  better,  but  unable  to  preach.  I  have  not  had 
opportunity  of  writing  since ;  but  you  have  been  often 
on  my  mind.  I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  inform  tnb 
soon,  that  the  Lord  has  caused  his  rainbow  to  appear 
in  this  dark  cloud,  and  that  you  and  Mrs.  ****  found 
him  a  present  help  in  time  of  trouble.  The  disorder,  I 
know,  is  very  alarming,  and  the  event  fatal  in  niany  in- 
stances. It  would  have  been  no  less  so  to  you,  if  it  had 
received  commission  to^remove  you  by  a  quick  passage 
out  of  the  reach  of  sin  and  sorrdw ;  but  1  hope  your 
work  is  not  yet  done ;  and  if  not,  I  know  the  most  dan- 
gerous disease  cannot  affect  your  lite.  Till  the  Lord'^ 
purposes  by  us  and  concerning  us  are  fulfilled,  we  are  in 
|ierfocl  safely,  though  on  a  field  of  battle,  or  surrounded 
i>y  tlu*  pestilence.  I  trust  you  will  be  spared  awhile 
longer  to  your  family,  friends,  and  people.  Upon  the 
munr  m'uunds,  if  cither  of  your  children  should  be  re- 
niiivttl,  1  ahull  not  so  directly  ascribe  it  to  the  illness,  as 
10  Iht)  will  of  (Jod  ;  for,  if,  upon  the  whole,  it  be  the 
iiumt  tiir  IiIh  f^\oT\\  and  best  for  you,  they  likewise  shall 
iitriivor.    iShould  he  appoint  otherwise,  it  must  be  best, 
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because  he  does  it ;  and  a  glance  of  the  light  of  bis 
countenance,  the  influence  of  that  grace  which  he  has 
promised  shall  be  afforded  according  to  our  day,  will 
enable  you  to  resign  them.  I  do  not  say  it  will  cost  you 
no  pain,  but,  in  deflance  of  the  feelings  of  flesh  and  blood, 
you  wHl  I  trust  hold  nothing  so  dear  that  you  have  re- 
ceived from  him  as  to  be  unwilling  to  return  it  into  his 
hands  when  he  is  pleased  to  call  for  it.  He  will  help  you 
to  remember^  that  you  owe  him  all ;  that  your  children 
are  not  properly  your  own.  He  lent  them,  and  every 
ereature  comfort  you  enjoy,  and  has  a  right  to  resume 
tham.  We  do  not  like  to  have  any  thing  forced  from  ub 
which  is  our  own ;  but  it  would  be  dbhonest  in  us  to  want 
to  keep  what  we  have  only  borrowed,  if  the  right  owner 
demands  it  Further,  the  Lord  is  not  only  sovereign,  bot 
infinitely  wise  and  good ;  and  therefore  it  is  our  interest^ 
as  well  as  our  duty,  to  acquiesce  in  his  appointments* 
Should  you  be  called  to  the  trial,  I  wish  you  the  same 
supports  and  the  same  submission  as  Mr.****  had  wheo 
be  parted  with  his  little  one  lately ;  and  as  you  have  the 
same  God,  and  the  same  promises,  I  hope  you  wilL 
Thus  much  upon  a  supposition  that  this  should  find  you 
under  the  rod.  But  I  shall  be  glad  to  bear  that  the  mer- 
ciful Lord  has  healed  both  you  and  them,  and  that  yoa 
are  now  feeling  the  meaning  of  Psal.  ciii.  1— i. 

Mrs.  N*^**  has  been  favoured  with  a  conjfortable 
share  of  health  since  she  was  at  Bedford ;  a  little  indis- 
posed now  and  then,  but  slightly,  and  soon  better.  The 
many  attacks  she  has  had  the  last  two  years,  have  ren- 
dered such  considerations  as  I  have  offered  to  you,  fa- 
miliar to  my  thoughts ;  sometimes  I  have  felt  the  force 
of  them,  sometimes  they  all  seem  to  fail  me.  For  I  can 
do  nothmg,  or  I  can  do  all  things  ;  just  as  the  Lord  is, 

or  is  not,  present  with  me.   In  my  judgment,  however,. I 
Vol.  VT.  3  C 


am  Mtisfied  that  I  have  at  all  times  great  cause  for 
thankfulness,  and  at  no  time  any  just  reason  to  complain^ 
fori  am  a  sinner.     Believe  me  to  be. 

Your  very  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 


o 


LETTER  XVI. 
Dear  Sir,  NoTcmbcr  18,  1778. 

X  HAVE  observed,  that  most  of  the  advantages  which 
SAtan  is  recorded  to  have  gained  against  the  Lord^s 
servants,  have  been  after  great  and  signal  deliverances 
ind  favours ;  as  in  the  cases  of  Noah,  Lot,  David,  and 
Hezekiah.  And  I  have  found  it  so  repeatedly  in  my 
own  experience.  How  often,  if  my  history  Were  written 
by  an  inspired  pen,  mightlhis  proof  of  the  depravity  of 
my  heart  be  inserted ;  "  But  John  Newton  rendered 
^'  not  again  according  to  the  benefits  received ;  for  his 
**  heart  was  lifted  up.*  May  it  be  far  otherwise  with 
you.  May  you  come  out  of  the  furnace  refined ;  and 
may  it  appear  to  yourself  and  all  around  you,  that  the 
Lord  has  done  you  good  by  your  afflictions.  Thus  vile 
are  our  natures ;  to  be  capable  of  making  the  Lord  such 
perverseretums  as  we  often  do !  How  should  we  blush 
If  our  earthly  fi'iends  and  benefactors  could  bring  such 
charges  of  ingratitude  against  us,  as  he  justly  might. 
No ;  they  could  not  bear  a  thousandth  part ;  the  dearest 
and  kindest  of  them  would  have  been  weary  of  us,  and 
cast  us  off  long  ago,  had  we  behaved  so  to  them.  We 
may  well  say,  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  Thee,  that  par- 
donest  iniquity,  and  passest  by  the  transcrression  of  the 
Itemam  of  thine  heritage.      It  seems  that  the  prophet 
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selects  the  Lord's  patience  towards  his  own  people, 
the. most  astonishing  of  all  his  perfections,  and  that  which 
eminently  distinguishes  him  from  all  other  beings.  And 
indeed,  the  sins  of  believers  are  attended  with  aggrava- 
tions peculiar  to  themselves.   The  inhabitants  of  Sodom 
and  Gomorrah  were  great  sinners,  but  they  did  not  sio 
against  light,  and  love,  and  experience.     Pharaoh  wa$ 
proud,  but  he  had  not  been  humbled  at  the  foot  of  tht 
cross.     Ahab  killed  Naboth  for  his  vineyard,  but  not 
altogether  so  basely  as  David  killed  Uriah  for  his  wife. 
I  see  many  profligate  sinners  around  me,  but  the  Lord 
has  not  followed  them  with  mercies,  instructions,  aod 
pacdons,  as  he  has  followed  me.   •  My  outward  life; 
through  mercy,  is  not  like  theirs ;  but  if  the  secrets  of 
my  heart  were  laid  open,  they  who  are  favourable  ta 
me,  wouid  not  think  me  much  better  than  the  wont  of 
them.  Especially  at  some  times  and  seasons,  since  I  first 
tAsted  that  he  was  gracious.     And  yet  be  has  borne 
ivitb  me,  and  is  pleased  to  say,  He  will  never  leave  me 
POT  forsake  me. 

Well,  when  we  have  said  all  we  can  of  the  abound- 
iings  of  sin  in  us,  grace  still  more  abounds  in  Jesus. 
We  cannot  be  so  evil  as  be  is  good.  His  power  is  a 
good  match  for  our  weakness ;  his  riches  for  our  po^ 
verty  ;  his  mercy  for  our  misery.  We  are  vile  in  our*- 
selves,  but  we  are  complete  in  liim.  In  ourselves  we^ 
have  cause  to  be  abased,  but  in  him  we  may  rejoice, 
Blessed  be  God  for  Jesus  ^Cbrist. 

I  am  sincerely  yount. 
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LETTER  XVII. 

My  dear  Friend,  December  29,  178^. 

i^O  it  seems  I  owed  the  letter,  and  charged  the  fault 
of  not  writing,  to  you-  It  must  be  so,  because  you  say, 
you  are  very  certain  it  was  so.  Remember,  however, 
I  am  writing  last  now.  I  hope  when  this  comes,  it  will 
find  you  and  yours  comfortable,  and  your  heart  and 
iDouth  full  of  gratitude  to  Him  who  crowneth  the  year 
with  his  goodness.  Well,  these  returning  years  each 
bear  away  a  large  portion  of  our  time,  and  the  last  year 
cannot  be  far  off.  O  that  precious  name  which  can 
enable  a  sinner  to  think  of  his  last  year  and  his  last 
hour  without  dismay !  What  do  we  owe  to  him  who 
has  disarmed  death  of  its  sting  and  horrors,  and  shown 
us  the  land  of  light  and  immortality  beyond  the  grave ! 

May  he  be  with  us  in  the  new  year.  Yea,  be  has 
promised  he  w*iU  eveti  unto  death.  Therefore,  though 
we  know  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth,  we  need  fear 
DO  evil ;  for  he  knou^  all,  and  will  provide  accordingly. 
O,  what  a  relief  is  it,  to  be  enabled  to  cast  every  care 
and  burden  upon  him  who  careth  for  us!  Though  the 
nicrht  8hottldx4)e  dark,  the  storm  loud,  and  the  billows 
high,  the  nmallible  Pilot  will  steer  our  barks  safely 
through. 

This  has  been  an  important  year  with  me,  it  has  in- 
troduced me  into  an  entire  new  scene  of  service ;  and 
it  has  likewise  seemed  a  very  short  year.  O,  how  the 
weeks  have  whirled  round  !  It  has  not  been  without 
its  11  ials ;  but  comforts  have  much  more  abounded. 
Witu  respect  to  niy  public  work,  1  have  been  much  fa- 


voured  with  liberty,  peace,  and  acceptance.  I  hope  it 
has  not  been  wholly  a  lost  year ;  though  with  respect 
to  my  part  and  share  of  it,  I  have  reason  to  say,  Enter 
not  into  Jjudgment  with  thy  servant 

Let  us  help  each  other  with  our  prayers,  that  the 
little  uncertain  remainder  of  life  may  be  filled  up  to 
the  praise  of  our  dear  Lord ;  that  we  may  be  united  to 
.  bis  will,  conformed  to  his  image,  and  devoted  to  bfe 
service.  Thus  we  shall  show  forth  his  praise ;  if  we 
akn  to  walk  as  he  walked,  and,  by  a  sweet  coDStrainiDg 
sense  of  his  love,  are  formed  into  an  habitual  iitiitar 
tion  of  his  spirit  and  temper,  in  meekness,  integrity,  be- 
nevolence toward  men ;  in  humility,  dependence,  resig* 
nation,  confidence,  and  gratitude  towards  him. 

I  pity  such  wise- headed  Calvinists  as  you  speak  of. 
I  am  afraid  there  are  no  people  more  fully  answer  the 
character,  and  live  in  the  spirit  of  the  pharisees  of  old^ 
than  some  professed  loud  sticklers  for  free  grace. 
They  are  wise  in  their  own  eyes ;  their  notions,  which 
the  pride  of  their  hearts  tells  them  are  so  bright  and 
clear,  serve  them  for  a  righteousness,  and  they  trust  in 
themselves  and  despise  others.  One  modest,  inquiring 
Arminian  is  worth  a  thousand  such  Calvinists,  in  mf 
esteem.  You  will  do  well  to  preach  quietly  in  your 
own  way,  not  minding  what  others  say,  while  your  own 
conscience  testifies  that  you  preach  the  truth.  If  you 
are  travelling  the  right  road,  (to  London,  for  instance,) 
though  fifty  people  should  meet  you  and  say  you  are 
wrong,  you,  knowing  you  are  right,  need  not  mind 
them.  But,  alas  !  the  spirit. of  self,  which  makes  us 
unwilling  to  bear  of  contradiction,  is  not  easily  snb- 
dued. 

I  am  yours. 
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XVIIL 


DcuVSir,  March  39,  irsi. 

It  is  certaio  I  did  not  wish  to  leave ,  aod  like- 
vise  that  if  the  hotd  had  left  tne  to  choose  my  situa- 
tion, London  would  have  been  almost  the  last  place 
I  should  have  chosen.  But  since  it  was  the  Lord's 
dioicc  for  me,  I  am  reconciled  and  satisfied.  He  has 
in. this  respect  given  me  another  heart;  for,  now  I  am 
fixed  here,  I  seem  to  prefer  it  My  sphere  of  service 
la  extremely  enlarged,  and  my  sphere  of  usefulness  like- 
wise. And  not  being  under  any  attachment  to  systems 
imd  parties,  I  am  so  fieur  suited  to  my  situation.  My 
hearers  are  made  up  of  all  sorts,  and  my  connexions  are 
of  all  sorts  likewise ;  I  mean  of  those  who  hold  the 
head.  My  inclination  and  turn  leads  me  chiefly  to 
insist  on  those  things  in  which  all  who  are  taught  of 
God  agree.  And  my  endeavour  is  to  persuade  them 
to  love  one  another,  to  bear  with  one  another,  to  avoid 
disputes,  and  if  they  must  strive,  to  let  their  strife  and 
emulation  be,  who  shall  most  express  the  life  of  the 
Son  of  God  in  their  temper  and  conduct 

I  preach  my  own  sentiments  plainly,  but  peaceably, 
and  directly  oppose  no  one.  Accordingly,  Church- 
Ufeu  and  Dissenters,  Calvinists  and  Arminians,  Me- 
thodists and  Moravians,  now  and  then  I  believe,  Papists 
and  Quakers,  sit  quietly  to  hear  me.  I  can  readily, 
adopt  No  Popery,  for  my  motto ;  but  Popery  with  me 
has  a  very  extensive  sfgnse.     I  dislike  it,  whether  it  be 
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on  a  throne^  as  mt  Rome,  or  upoo  a  he9ic%  or  at  n 
board,  9is  . sometimes  in  London.  Whoever  wabts  to 
eonfine  me  to  folloiv  his  sentiments,  whether  as  tft 
doctrine  or  order,  is  so  far  a  Papist.  Whoever  cbm 
courages  me  to  redd  the  Scriptures  and  to  pray  for  the 
teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  then  will  let  me  follow 
the  light  the  Lord  gives  me,  without  being  angry  with 
me  because  I  cannot  or  will  not  see  with  his  eyes,  nor 
wear  his  shoes,  is  a  consistent  protestant.  The  depra- 
vity of  human  nature,  the  Deity  of  the  Saviour,  the  in- 
fluences of  the  Holy  Spirit,  a  separation  from  the  world, 
and  a  devotedness  to  God,  these  are  principles  which 
I  deem  fundamental.  And  though  I  would  love  and 
serve  all  mankind,  I  can  have  no  religious  union  or 
communion  with  those  who  deny  them.  But  whether 
a  surplice  or  a  band  be  the  fittest  distinction  of  a  mi- 
nister, whether  he  be  best  ordained  by  the  layiiig  on, 
or  the  holding  up  of  hands  ;  whether  water-baptism 
should  be  administered  by  a  spoonful  or  tub-ful,  or  in 
a  river,  in  any  river,  or  in  Jordan,  (as  Constantino 
thought,)  are  to  me  points  of  no  great  importance.  I 
will  go  further — though  a  man  does  not  accord  with 
my  views  of  election,  yet  if  he  gives  me  good  evidence 
that  he  is  effectually  called  of  God^  he  is  my  brother : 
though  beseems  afraid  of  the  doctrine  of  final  persever- 
ance ;  yet  if  grace  enables  him  to  persevere,  he  is  my 
brother  still.  If  he  loves  Jesus,  I  will  love  him,  what- 
ever hard  name  he  may  be  called  by,  and  whatever  in- 
cidental mistakes  I  may  think  he  holds.  His  differing 
from  me  will  not  always  prove  him  to  be  wrong, 
except  I  am  infallible  myself. 

I  praise  the  Lord  for  preserving  you  from  harm  when 
yoti  fell ;  I*bave  had  such  falls  from  horses,  and  received 
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no  hurt  When  I  dislocated  my  shoulder,  I  was  at  my 

own  door,  and  in  the  greatest  apparent  safety.     But  we 

areoniy  safe  naturally  or  spiritually  while  the  Lord  holds 

na.  up. 

I  am  yourii&c. 


-/  .   • '  f  •  I 


FOUBTEEN  I.ETTEES 


TO 


The  Rev.  Dr-  •**♦. 


LETTER  L 

Reverend  Sir,  September  6,  1768. 

X  HE  prospect  of  corresponding  with  yoii,  gives  me 
great  pleasure,  as  I  know  you  will  kindly  dispense  widi 
my  neglect  of  forms*  and  bear  with  me  and  aissist  m^ 
while  I  simply  communicate  such  thoughts  lis  miC;^ 
occasionally  aiid  without  premeditation  Occur,  currentt 
ealamo.  Amongst  a  thousand  mercies  with  which  I 
am  indulged,  I  often  distinctly  enumerate  the  use  of  the 
pen,  and  the  convenience  of  the  post ;  but  especially 
that  the  Liord  has  given  me  so  many  friends  amongst 
those  who  fear  his  name,  without  Which,  in  my  present 
sequestered  situation,  the  pen  and  the  post  would  be 
useless  to  me,  (for  I  know  but  one  subject  on  which  it 
is  much  worth  my  while  either  to  read  or  to  write.)  I 
hope  you  will  not  be  angry  with  me  for  my  promptness 
in  adding  your  name  to  my  list  of  such  friends. 

1  had  a  safe  and  not  unpleasant  journey  home,  though 
the  roads  were  disagreeable  enough.  But  the  pleasure 
of  my  visit  would  have  made  me.  amends,  had  the  dif- 
ficulties ofrthe  way  been  greater.     You  have  been  often 

in  my  thoughts  since  1  saw  you,  and  the  topics  of  our 
Vol.  VI.  e  D 
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conversation  have  not  been  forgotten.  The  patience 
with  which  you  heard  me  differ  from  you,  and  the  (iis- 
passiooate  desire  you  expressed  to  search  out  truth  for 
its  own  sake,  affected  me  much.  Such  a  disposition  is 
to  me  a  sur^  evidence  of  tbe  finger  of  God  ;  for  your 
learning,  your  years,  and  your  rank  and  character  ia 
the  university,  would  have  the  same  effect  on  you,  ai 
Ae  like  considerations  have  on  too  many,  if  the  grace 
of  God  had  not  taught  you  that  notwithstanding  any 
distinctions  and  advantages  which  are  admired  amongst 
men,  we  are  all  naturally  upon  a  level  as  to  the  per- 
ception of  divine  truths ;  and  can  receive  nothing  that 
18  valuable  ia  the  sight  of  God,  unless  it  be  given  us  from 
heaven. 

When  we  be^i^n  to  know  ourselves,  and  to  feel  the 
uncertainty  and  darkness  which  are  inseparable  from 
our  fallen  nature,  how  comfortable  and  encouraging  is 
it  to  reflect, that  God  has  given  us  hi^  infallible  word,and 
promised  us  his  infiBllible  Spirit  to  guide  us  into  all  ne- 
cessary truth  ;  and  that  in  the  study  of  the  one,  and  in 
dependence  upon  the  other,  none  can  miss  the  way  of 
peace  and  salvation,  who  are  sincerely  desirous  to  find 
it  But  we  are  cautioned  to  keep  our  eye  upon  both ; 
and  the  caution  is  necessary,  for  ive  are  too  prone  to 
separate  what  God  hath  joined  togetlier,  Isa.  viii.  20. 
1  Cor.  ii.  10,  II.  What  strange  mistakes  have  been 
made  by  some  who  have  thought  themselves  able  to  in*^ 
terpret  Scripture  by  their  own  abilities  as  scholars  and 
critics,  though  they  have  studied  with  much  diligence  ; 
A  signal  instance  was  the  celebrated  Grotius.  And 
many  more  modern  might  be  named.  I  remember 
when  I  was  once  talking  with  the  late  Dr.  T****  upon 
an  important  point  of  doctrine,  and  several  ftrgunicnts 

used  made  no  impression  upon  me ;  he  told  me  at 
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last  that  be  had  collated  every  single  word  in  the 
Hebrew  Bible  seventeen  different  times,  and  that  .(jt 
would  be  strange  indeed  if  he  bad  not  found  the  point  J 
was  speaking  oi,  bad  it  been  really  there.  But  unless 
our  dependence  upon  divine  teaching  bears  tome  pro- 
portion to  our  diligence,  we  may  take  much  pains  to 
little  purpose.  On  the  other  hand,  we  are  directed  to 
tepect  the  teaching  and  ^assistance  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
only  within  the  limits,  and  by  the  medium  of  the  written 
word«  For  he  has  not  promised  to  reveal  new  truths, 
but  to  enable  us  to  understand  what  we  read  in  the 
Bible :  and  if  we  venture  beyond  the  pale  of  Scripture, 
we  are  upon  enchanted  ground,  and  ex-posed  lo  all  the 
illusions  of  imagination  and  entliu&iasm.  But  an  at* 
tention  to  the  word  of  God,  joined  to  humble  supplicia- 
tions  for  his  Spirit,  will  lead  os  to  new  advances  in  true 
knowledge.  The  exercises  of  our  minds,  and  the  ob- 
servations we  shall  make  upon  the  conduct  of  others, 
and  the  dispensations  of  God's  providence,  will  all  con« 
cur  to  throw  light  upon  the  Scripture,  and  to  confirm 
to  us  what  we  there  read  concerning  ourselves,  the 
world,  and  the  true  happiness  revealed  to  sinners  in  and 
through  Jesus  Christ.  The  more  sensible  we  are  of  the 
disease,  the  more  we  shall  admire  the  great  Physician  ; 
the  more  we  ai^  convinced  that  the  creature  is  vanity, 
the  more  we  shall  be  stirred  up  to  seek  our  rest  in  God* 
And  this  will  endear  the  Gospel  to  us ;  as  in  Christ,  and 
in  him  only,  we  can  hope  to  find  that  righteousness  and 
strength  of  which  we  are  utterly  destitute  ourselves. 

I  observe  in  many  news-papers,  the  attestations  of 
persons  who  have  been  relieved  in  diseaees,  by  the  me- 
dicines which  they  have  tried,  and  therefore  recommend 
to  others  from  their  experience.  Innumerable  casea 
might  be  published  to  the  honour  of  the  great  Pfayst- 
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cian ;  none  more  memorable  perhaps  than  my  own.  I 
was  labouring  under  a  complication  of  disorders ;  fired 
with  raging  madness,  possessed  with  many  devils,  (I 
doubt  it  not,)  bent  upon  my  own  destruction ;  but  he 
interposed,  unsought,  undesired.  He  opened  my  eyes, 
and  pardoned  my  sins ;  broke  my  fetters,  and  taught 
nay  once  blasphemous  lips  to  praise  his  name.  O,  I 
can,  I  do,  I  must  commend  it  as  a  faithful  saying, 
That  Christ  Jesus  is  come  into  the  world  to  save  sin- 
ners ;  there  is  forgiveness  with  him ;  he  does  all  things 
well ;  he  makes  both  the  dumb  to  speak  and  the  deaf 
to  bear. 

I  remain,  with  due  respect, 

Dear  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant. 


LETTER  II. 
Reverend  and  dear  Sir,  November  I,  1^68. 

Jl3Y  this  time  I  suppose  you  have  received  and  perused 
Mr.  B*****s  book.  In  point  of  fact,  I  think  he  has  un- 
answerably proved  that  the  sense  of  the  Articles  and  the 
sentiments  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  our  church,  till 
about  bishop  Laud's  time,  are  expressly  in  favour  of 
what  is  called  Calvinism.  How  far  you  may  be  satis- 
fied viitb  his  endeavours  to  establish  those  points  from 
Scripture,  particularly  the  doctrine  of  the  1 7th  Article, 
I  know  not ;  nor  am  I  very  anxious  about  it.  The 
course  you  are  taking  to  read  the  Scripture  for  your- 
self, in  an  humble  dependence  upon  the  promised  teach- 
ing of  the  Holy  Spirit,  will,  I  doubt  not,  lead  you  into 
all  necessary  truth.  And  the  best  of  men  are  permit- 
ted to  retain  some  diiferences  in  sentiment  upon  less 
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essential  points.  I  remember  the  time  when  election 
and  predestination  were  an  offence  to  me ;  and  though^  . 
now  Scripture,  reason,  and  experience  concur  to  esta* 
blish  me  not  only  in  one  or  two,  but  in  all  the  particu* 
lars  mentioned  in  Mr.  B****'8  book,  yet  I  believe  se- 
Tcral  persons  whom  I  love  and  honour  will  not  receive 
them  with  the  same  satisfaction.  But  the  longer  I  live^ 
the  more  I  am  constrained  to  adopt  that  system  which 
ascribes  all  the  power  and  glory  to  the  grace  of  God^ 
and  leaves  nothing  to  the  creature  but  sin,  weakness, 
and  shame.  Every  one  must  speak  for  themselves,  and 
for  my  own  part,  I  cannot  ascribe  my  present  hopes  to 
my  having  cherished  and  improved  an  inward  some- 
thing within  me,  which  Mr.  Law  speaks  of;  but  on  the 
contrary,  I  know  I  have  often  resisted  the  motions  and 
warnings  of  God's  Spirit ;  and  if  he  had  not  saved  me., 
with  a  high  hand,  and  in  defiance  of  myself,  I  must  have 
been  lost.  Nay,  to  this  hour  I  feel  an  evil  principle 
within  me,  tempting  me  to  depart  from,  the  living  God. 
I  have  no  inherent  stock  of  goodness  upon  which  I  can 
hope  to  hold  out  hereafter,  but  stand  in  need  of  a  con- 
tinual supply,  and  emphatically  understand  our  Lord's 
words,  ^^  Without  me  you  can  do  nothing."  For  I  find 
I  am  not  sufficient  of  myself  so  much  as  to  think  a 
good  thought. 

1  have  had  opportunity  of  reading  but  a  few  pages  of 
Dr.  Smith's  Select  Discourses.  He  is  very  learned, 
sensible,  and  ingenious.  I  could  admire  him  as  a  phi- 
losopher, but  1  cannot  approve  him  as  a  divine.  A 
sentence  or  two  in  his  ninth  page  seems  to  me  explana- 
tory of  his  whole  system  ;  where,  speaking  of  our  Lord 
Christ,  he  says,  ^^  his  main  scope  was  to  promote  a 
*^  holy  life,  as  the  best  and  most  compendious  way  to 
"  a  right  belief.**     If  this  sentence  were  exactly  in- 
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verted,  it  would  speak  the  very  sentiment  of  my  heart. 
Tliat  by  our  ovid  industry  and  endeavour,  we  shall  ac« 
quire  a  qualification  to  enable  us  to  a  right  iaith,  seems 
to  me  as  improbable^  as  that  any  cultivation  which  caa 
be  bestowed  upon  a  bramble-bush  will  enable  it  to  pro- 
duce figs.    1  believe  human  nature  is  totally  depraved ; 
blind  as  to  any  spiritual  understanding,  dead  as  to  any 
spiritual  desires ;  and  till  we  have  rec(  ived  faith,  though 
tempers,  inclinations,  and  circumstances  occasion  a 
great  variety  of  appearances  and  outward  characters 
amongst  men,  yet  the  description  of  the  carnal  mind, 
as  enmity  against  God  will  equally  suit  us  all.     And  I 
believe  that  when  God  is  about  to  show  mercy  to  any 
child  of  Adam,  he  begins  by  enlightening  the  under- 
standing to  perceive  somethmg  of  tlie  wisdom,  grace, 
ami  justice  revealed  to  angels  and  men  in  the  person  of 
Chn2>t  cruciticd,  and  thereby  communicating  that  prin«- 
ciple  of  living  faith  which  is  the  root  of  every  gracious 
temper,  and  the  source  of  every  action  that  can  be 
called  good  in  a  Scriptural  sense :  John  iii.  6.  Alatth. 
xii.  33 — So.     Epbesj.  ii.  1 — 9.    TiL  iii.  3 — 7.     I  be- 
lieve that  on  the  double  account  ot  inward  depravity 
nna  actual  traiii^grebsion,  ne  aie,  (considered  as  in  our 
natural  stale,)  liatjie  to  the  curse  of  tlie  law;  from  whict^ 
only  taitli  in  Jc^ub,  as  the  proper  atonement  for  sin, 
ran   set  us   tree  :  John    iii.    18.    S6.    and  viii.   i^4. 
niKi  that  the  moment  we  truly  believe,  we  are  justified 
ir(Mn  all  thin(:;s,  Acts  xiii.  39.  and  delivered  from  all 
ruiult  iniuuion  ;  Kom.  viii.  J.  in  a  word,  that  Christ 
is  llir  (iU  in  ////  in  a  sinner^s  salvation;  that  we  have  no 
ri^lil(  (Hlsnc^s  in  the  sight  ol  God  but  in  his  name,  no 
pOHrr  hut  so  tar  as  we  arc  ingraltcdin  him  by  faith,  as 
anches  «ieriving  sap  and  intluence  from  the  true  vine : 
m  kv.  I.    Isa.  xlv.  2^4.    1  Cor.  i.  30.     Upon  these 
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principlae  I  Bod  that  I  capaot  have  satisffu^tion  or  com- 
fort Id  the  mystical '  vvriters^  ootwithstaoding  they  say 
many  excellept  things  occasionally,  which  may  be  very 
useful  when  understood  in  a  Gospel  sense* 

It  would  be  impertinent  to  offer  an  apology  for  ex* 
pressing  myself  with  freedom,  alter  the  liberty  you  g^ve 
me.  However,  I  wish  you  to  believe,  that  I  would  not 
mt  any  time,  and  especially  when  writing  to  you,  betray 
«  dogmatical  spirit  In  every  other  point  I  hesitate 
and  demur,  (and  it  becomes  me  to  do  so,)  when  I  differ 
fipom  persons  of  learning  and  years  superior  to  my  own. 
But  with  respect  to  the  grounds  of  a  sinner's  accept- 
ance in  the  sight  of  God,  and  the  sufficiency,  the  all- 
sufficiency,  the  alone-sufficiency  of  Jesus  Christ  to  do 
all  for,  in,  and  by,  those  who  believe  on  his  name,  I 
have  that  conviction,  that  more  than  human  demoq- 
BtratioQ^  that  perhaps  I  may  sodietimes  seem  to  pass 
my  proper  bounds,  and  to  speak  in  a  too  positive  tone. 
But  1  think  that  the  views  which  constrain  me  to  dis'- 
sent  from  Mr. « Law,  Dr.  Smith,  and  many  other  re- 
spectable names,  would  embolden  me  to  contradict  even 
an  angel  from  heaven,  if  I  should  hear  him  propose  any 
other  foundation  for  hope  than  the  person,  obedience, 
sufferings,  and  intercession  of  the  Sun  of  (}od.  Upon 
this  subject,  even  my  phlegmatic  spirit  will  sometimes 
catch  a  little  fire. 

Pardon  for  infinite  olTence  I  and  pardon 

By  means  that  speak  the  value  infinite  ! 

A vpardon  bought  with  blood  !  with  blood  divine  ! 

With  blood  divine  of  him  I  made  my  foe  ! 

Persisted  to  provoke  !  though  wooM  and  aw'd. 

Blest  and  chastis'd,  a  flagrant  rebel  stiil ! 

Yet  ibr  the  foulest  of  the  foul  be  dies  ! 
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Tbe  dryness  of  Spirit  you  speak  of,  though  not  plea- 
sant is  salutary.  Such  thirstings  and  longings  as  are 
expressed  in  the  hundred  and  forty-third  Psalm,  are 
certainly  from  God,  and  will  certainly  be  answered ; 
fyr  to  whom  did  he  ever  say,  "  Seek  ye  my  face  in  vain?^ 
I  commend  you  to  the  keeping  of  the  great  Shepherd, 
und  remain, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  humble  servant 


I 


LETTER  III. 


My  dear  Siri  January  11,  1769. 


T  is  true,  I  am  obliged  to  plead  business  in  excuse  for 
my  want  of  punctuality  to  some  of  my  correspondents ; 
but  I  should  be  ashamed  to  make  such  a  plea  to  you. 
The  most  pleasing  parts  of  our  employment  bid  fairest 
for  our  attention ;  and  I  shall  expect  to  spend  few 
hours  of  my  leisure  with  more  satisfaction  to  myself, 
than  when  I  am  answering  your  obliging  letters  ;  espe- 
cially, as  you  encourage  the  freedom  I  have  already 
used,  and  give  me  hope  that  the  thoughts  I  offer  are 
not  unsuitable  to  the  tenour  of  your  inquiries  into  the 
truths  of  God.  The  Lord,  on  whom  we  both  desire  to 
wait  for  instruction,  can  make  us  mutually  helpful  to 
each  other ;  and  I  trust  he  will,  for  it  is  his  own  work ; 
— I  can  easily  say,  I  am  nothing ;  I  wish  I  could  more 
truly  feel  it,  for  he  will  not  disappoint  the  feeblest  in- 
strument that  simply  depends  upon  him^  and  is  willing 
to  give  him  all  the  glory. 
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Our .  preliminaries  are  now  settled.  What  you  pay 
ID  your  last  is  so  satistactory,  that  it  would  be  imperti- 
nent in  me.  to  trouble  you  any  further  either  about  Mr. 
Law  or  Mr.  Calvin.  Whatever  portion  of  truth  is  in 
either  of  their  writiny^,  was  drawn  from  the  fountain 
which  we  have  in  our  own  hands ;  and  we  have  the  sure 
promise  of  Divine  assistance  to  give  success  to  our  in* 
quiries.  I  trust  the  defect  of  memory  of  which  you  com- 
plain, shall  be  no  disadvantage  to  you  ;  for  you  are  not 
seeking  a  polemical  system,  but  an  experimental  posses- 
sion of  truth;  and,  with  respect  to  this, it  you  had  all  your 
faculties  in  full  vigour,  arid  could  recur  in  a  moment  to 
all  that  you  have  ever  been  master  of,  you  would  still 
stand  upon  a  level  with  the  meanest  of  mankind.  In 
this  respect,  what  Elihu  says,  Job  xxxvi.  2t^.  is  em- 
phatically true.  There  is  none  teacheth  like  him.  That 
heavenly  light  with  which  he  visits  the  awakened  mind^ 
(like  the. light  of  the  sun,)  requires  only  eyes  to  see  it. 
And  a  single  sentence  of  his  word,  when  explained  and 
applied,  by  his  Spirit  to  the  heart,  will  have  more  effect 
than  the  perusal  of  many  folios.  There  is  a  majesty, 
authority,  and  evidence  in  his  teaching,  equally  suited 
to  all  capacities.  The  wisest  renounce  their  wisdom 
when  he  interposes;  and  the  neakest  are  made  wise 
unto  solvation :  Jer.  ix.  S3,  ^4.  Isa.  xxxv.  8.  I  have 
somewhere  read  an  acknowledgment  of  the  great  Scl* 
den  to  this  purpose : — ^^  I  have  taken  much  pains  to 
*^  know  every  thing  that,  was  esteemed  worth  knowing 
''  amongst  men,  but  of  all  my  disquibitions  and  read- 
*^  ings,  nothing  now  remains  iiith  me  to  comfort  me  at 
''  the  close  of  life,  but  this  passage  of  St  Paul,  '  It  is 
*^  ^  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  thait 
"  *  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners.'— 

"  to  this  I  cleave,  and  herein  I  find  rest."      Yuu  may 
Vol.  VI.  2  E 
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he  well  assoreH,  ^lear  Sir^  that  be  who  has  taught  your 
heart  to  say,  "  Thy  face,  Lord,  will  I  seek,"  will  be 
•tandoubtedly  found  of  you ;  for  when  did  he  say  to  the 
'teed  of  Jacob,  ^*  Seek  ye  my  fture  in  vain."  Though  as 
jou  have  more  to  give  up  in  point  of  those  abilities  and 
•attainments  which  are  highly  esteemed  amongst  men 
than  many  others  in  the  lower  sphere  of  life,  he  may 
perhaps  lead  you  in  such  a  way,  as  to  give  you  a  full 
conviction,  that  these  advantages  can  contribute  no- 
thing to  spiritual  wisdom  and  tlie  peace  which  passeth 
understanding. 

If  I  had  the  pleasure,  (as  I  |iope  one  day  to  have,)  of 
receiving  you  here,  I  could  show  you  exemplifications 
of  the  same  grace  in  a  very  different  light  Here  the 
poor  and  the  weak,  and  the  despised  of  the  world,  re- 
joice in  the  light  of  his  salvation.  Some  who  have 
hardly  bread  to  eat,  are  content  and  thankful  as  if  they 
possessed  the  whole  earth,  and  can  trace  the  hand  of 
God  in  directing  their  petty  concerns,  and  providing 
them  daily  food,  as  clearly  as  we  can  in  the  revolutions 
of  a  kingdom.    Some  who  know  no  more  of  what  passes 

^ 

without  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  than  of  what  is  doing 
beyond  the  Ganges,  and  whose  whole  reading  is  con- 
fined to  the  Bible,  have  such  a  just  understanding  of 
the  things  of  God,  and  of  the  nature  and  difficulties  of 
the  Christian  life,  that  I  derive  more  instruction  from 
their  conversation,  (though  none  think  themselves  less 
qualified  to  teach,)  than  from  all  my  books.  I  doubt 
not  but  you  would  be  pleased  with  their  simplicity.  We 
live  in  much  harmony,  and  are  out  of  the  noise  of  dis- 
putes, being,  through  mercy,  of  one  judgment  and  of  6ne 
heart.  I  speak  now  of  the  serious  people,  whom  I 
consider  as  my  own  peculiar  charge.  As  to  the  bulk 
of  the  parish,  it  is  too  much  like  other  places. 
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Indeed,  tbe  great  points  of  immediate  concernmeia 
may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words.  To  have  a  real 
eonvietion  of  our  sin  and  unworthiness  ;  to  know  tbaft 
Jesus  is  the  all-sufficient  Saviour,  and  that  there  is  no 
other  ;  to  set  him  before  us  as  our  Shepherd,  Advocate, 
and  Master ;  to  place  our  hope  upon  him  alone ;  to 
live  to  him  who  lived  and  died  for  us ;  to  wait  in  his 
appointed  means  for  the  consolations  of  his  Spirit ;  to 
walk  in  his  steps  and  copy  his  character,  and  to  be 
daily  longing  for  the  period  of  our  warfare ;  that  we 
may  see  him  as  he  is.  All  may  be  reduced  to  ttiese 
beads ;  or  the  whole  is  better  expressed  in  the  apostle's 
summaries,  Titus  ii.  11,  IS,  MS,  i4,  and  iii.  S — 8. 
But  though  the  lessons  are  brief,  it  is  a  great  thing  to 
attain  any  good  measure  of  proficiency  in  them ;  yea, 
the  more  we  advance,  the  more  we  shall  be  sensitile 
how  far  we  fall  short  of  their  full  import. 

Next  to  the  word  of  God,  I  like  those  books  best 
which  give  an  account  of  the  lives  and  experiences  of 
his  people.  Gillie's  Gospel  History  contains  a  valuable 
collection  of  this  sort,  especially  tbe  6rst  volume. 
Some  of  the  letters  and  lives  in  Fox's  Acts  and  Monu- 
ments, in  the  third  volume,  have  been  very  useful  to  me. 
But  no  book  of  this  kind  has  been  more  welcome  to  me 
than  the  Life  of  Mr.  Brainerd,  of  New-England,  re* 
published  a  few  years  since  at  Edinburgh,  and  I  believe 
sold  by  Dilly,  in  London.  If  you  have  not  seen  it,  I 
will  venture  to  recommend  it,  (though  I  am  not  fond  of 
recommending  books ;)  I  think  it  will  please  you. 

I  suppose  you  have  read  Augustine's  Confessions. 
In  that  book  I  think  there  is  a  lively  description  of  the 
workings  of  the  heart,  and  of  the  Lord's  methods  in 
drawing* him  to  himself.  It  has  given  me  satisfaction 
to  meet  with  experiences  very  much  like  my  own,  in  a 
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look  written  so  long  ago.     But  nature  and  grace  have 
been  the  same  in  every  age. 

I  make  no  apology  for  the  miscellaneous  manner  of 
zny  letters.      I  sit  down  to  give  you  my  thoughts  as 
fbey  arise,  without  reserve  and  without  study.     I  beg 
a  remembrance  in  your  prayers. 
I  am  very  respectfully, 

Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 
Your  most  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 


LETTER  IV. 

My  dear  Sir,  February  1 1,  1769. 

X  HOUGH,  by  the  Lord's  mercy,  I  have  not,  since 
the  years  of  my  miserable  bondage  in  Africa,  been 
much  subject  to  a  depression  of  spirits,  I  know  how  to 
sympathize  uith  you  under  your  present  complaints; 
but  while  I  am  sorry  for  your  trials,  I  rejoice  much 
more  to  observe  the  spirit  of  submission  and  dependence 
with  which  you  arc  favoured  under  them.  Whatever 
ma)  be  the  immediate  causes  of  your  troubles,  they  are 
all  under  the  direction  ot  a  gracious  hand,  and  each,  in 
their  place,  co- operating  to  a  gracious  end.  I  think  the 
frame  of  your  spirit  is  a  sure  evidence  that  God  is  zi-ith 
you  in  your  trouble  ;  and,  I  trust,  in  due  time,  he  will 
fulfil  the  other  part  of  his  promise,  to  comfort  and  de- 
liver you,  because  he  has  given  you  to  know  his  nauje : 
Psalm  xci.  14,  15.  It  will  be  always  a  pleasure  to  me 
when  a  letter  comes  with  your  superscription ;  but 
while  writing  is  so  painful  to  you,  I  shall  be  willing, 
(since  you  are  pleased  to  receive  mine  so  favourably,) 
to  send  you  two  or  three  tor  one,  rather  than  expect  a 
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punctual  return  of  answers,  till  your  health  and  spirili 
shall  enable  you  to  gratify  me  without  inconvenience  to 
yourself 

Your  saying  that,  **  if  I  have  never  been  in  the  like 
^'circumstances,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  conceive  the 
^'  uncomfortableness  of  them,"^  reminds  me  of  one  ad* 
mirable  peculiarity  of  the  Gospel,  which  seems  a  fit 
topic  for  a  paragraph  in  a  letter  to  you  at  thb  time.  I 
mean  the  encouragement  it  affords  us  to  apply  to  our 
great  High  Priest,  from  the  especial  consideration  of  his 
having  felt  the  same  sorrows  which  we  also  feel.  Though 
he  is  now  exalted  above  all  our  conceptions  and  praises, 
is  supremely  happy  in  himself,  and  the  fountain  of  hap« 
piness  to  all  his  redeemed ;  yet  he  is  still  such  an  one 
as  can  be  touched  nitb  a  feeling  of  our  infirmities ; 
Heb.  iv  15,  16.  He  has  not  only  a  divine  knowledge^ 
but  an  experimental  perception  ot  our  afflictions :  Isa« 
Ixiii.  9.  And  as  Dr.  Watts  well  expresses  the  thought—- 

Touch'd  with  a  sympathy  within, 

He  knows  our  feeble  frame ; 
He  knows  what  sore  temptations  mean, 

For  he  has  felt  the  same. 

You  complain  of  a  dejection  of  spirits,  which  I  ap- 
prehend nearly  expresses  the  sense  of  a^n/xotuy,  Mark 
xiv.  S3,  which  is  one  out  of  many  of  those  emphatical 
words  the  evangelists  use  to  give  some  apprehension  of 
that  depression,  agony,  and  consternation  of  spirit  which 
filled  the  soul  of  Jesus  when  he  entered  upon  the  great 
work  of  atoning  for  our  sins.  All  that  he  endured  from 
the  hands  of  wicked  men  was  probably  very  light,  in, 
comparison  of  what  he  began  to  suffer  in  the  garden, 
when   he   was  exposed  to  the  fierce  conflicts  of  the 
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powers  of  darkness,  and  when  the  arrows  of  the  AU 
mighty  drank  up  his  spirits,  and  it  pleased  the  Father 
to  bruise  bim ;  Zech.  xiii.  ?••  How  different  the  cup 
he  drank  himseif,  from  that  which  be  puts  into  our 
liands  !  His  was  unmixed  wrath  and  anguish  ;  but  all 
our  afflictions  are  tempered  and  sweetened  with  many 
mercies.  Yet  we  suffer,  at  the  worst,  unspeakably  less 
Ifaan  we  deserve ;  but  he  bad  done  nothing  amiss. 

Now  let  oiir  piuns  be  all  forgot, 

Our  heurts  no  more  repine  ; 
Our  sufiering^s  are  not  worth  a  thought^ 

If,  Lord,  compared  with  tliine. 

But  what  I  chiefly  intend  is,  that  having  suffered  for 
us,  he  knows  how  to  pity  and  how  to  relieve  us,  by  an 
expi'riinental  sense  of  the  sorrow  which  once  filled  his 
own  boul,  (yea,  all  his  life  long  he  was  acquainted  with 
grief,)  even  as  \%e,  (if  it  be  lawful  to  compare  great 
things  with  snmlK^  are  prompted  to  pity  and  to  help 
tho^e  i^ho  are  »fllictcd  in  U)e  same  way  as  ourselves. 
May  he  be  pkastd,  by  the  povier  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to 
reveal,  with  inert  using  guidance  and  power  in  your  soul, 
this  mystery  ol  redeeming  love.  Here  is  the  source  of 
consolation,  that  Jesus  died  for  us,  the  just  fur  the 
unjust,  to  bring  us  to  God.  The  knowledge  of  his 
cross,  like  the  wood  which  Moses  cast  into  the  spring, 
Exoil.  XV.  S?5.  s\icctens  the  bitter  waters  of  afflic- 
tions, and  sanctifies  every  dispensation  of  providence, 
80  OS  to  render  il  a  means  of  grace.  A  comfortable  hope 
of  our  acceptance  and  reconciliation  in  him,  is,  I  apprc- 
Iklnd,  that ''  preparation  of  the  Gospel  of  peace,''  which 

Its  continual  use  and  application,  the  apostle  com* 
to  shoes/  which,  whoever  wears,  shall  walk  safely 
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and  surely  through  the  tliorny  aod  rugged  paths  of  oar 
present  pilgrimage,  Ephes.  vi.  1^.  Deut.  xxxiii.  85.* 
Though  there  may  be  many  tribulations,  yet  since  there 
cao  be  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Christ 
Jesus ;  since  in  the  path  of  sufferings  we  /nay  see  hit 
footsteps  before  us ;  since  it  is  the  established  law  of 
the  kingdom,  Acts  xiv.  i2.  ;  since  the  time  is  short, 
and  the  hour  coming  apace  when  all  tears  shall  be 
wiped  from  our  eyes,  and  his  grace  engaged  to  be  suf- 
ficient for  us  in  the  interim ;  why  may  we  not  say  with 
the  apostle,  ^'  None  of  these  things  move  me,  neithtr 
^'  count  I  my  life  dear,  so  that  I  may  finish  my  course 
/*  with  joy  ?"  There  is  no  proportionate  ground  for 
comparison  between  the  sufferings  of  the  present  life 
and  the  glory  which  shall  be  revealed  in  us ;  Rom.  viii 
18.  So  the  apostle  thought;  and  no  man  seems  lo 
have  been  better  qualified  to  decide  upon  the  pointy 
for  on  the  one  hand,  his  outward  life  was  full  of  what 
the  world  calls  misery y  1  Cor.  iv.  10 — 14.  2  Cor.  vi 
4 — 10.  and  xi.  23 — 28.  And  on  the  other  hand, 
he  had  been  caught  up  into  the  third  heavens,  and 
had  seen  and  heard  more  than  he  could  disclose  iti 
mortal  language. 

I  shall  be  glad  when  you  are  able  to  inform  me  that 
your  health  and  spirits  are  better,  which  I  shall  pray 
and  wait  for.  The  Lord  has  an  appointed  time  for 
ans^%ering  the  prayers  of  his  people.  While  his  hour 
is  not  yet  come,  we  can  do  nothing  but  look  and  wait 
at  his  mercy-seat.  But  though  he  seems  to  tarry,  be 
will  not  delay  beyond  the  fittest  season.  Though  he 
cause  griet^  he  will  have  compassion.  Weeping  may ' 
endure  for  a  night,  but  joy  comcth  in  the  morning.  Is 
th(  mran  time  1  commend  you  to  those  most  gracious 
and  comfortable  promises,  Isa.  xli.  10.  and  xliii.  £• 
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which,  I  tnist,  will  be  your  present  support,  and  the 
sukiject  of  your  future  praises. 
I  am  respectfully,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  servant 


LETTER  V. 


Reverend  and  dear  Sir,  March  31,  1769. 


I 


N  my  last  I  engaged  to  write  again   before  long, 
though  I  should  not  have  one  of  yours  to  answer.    And 
Ihope  soon  after  you  receive  this,  your  leisure  and  spirit 
will  permit  you  to  write,  at  least  a  few  lines,  to  inform 
us  of  your  welfare.    My  anxiety  on  your  account  would 
be  greater,  but  that  I  know  you  are  in  the  hands  of  him 
who  does  all  things  well,  and  conducts  his  most  afflic- 
tive dispensations  to  those  who  fear  him,  with  Hi^dom 
and  mercy.     As  I  am  not  6t  to  choose  for  myself,  so 
neither  for  my  friends.     The  Lord  knows  what  is  best 
for  us  all ;  when  there  is  an  especial  nted-be  for  our 
being  in  heaviness  ;  how  to  support  us  in  the  furnace ; 
and  at  what  season,  and  in  what  manner,  deliverance 
will  best  comport  with  his  glory  and  our  good  :  the  two 
great  ends  which  he  has  in  view,  and  which  are  inse- 
parably connected  together.     He  knows  our  frame  and 
whereof  we  are  made  ;  his  pity  exceeds  that  of  the  most 
tender  parent :  and  though  he  cause  griet,  he  will  have 
compassion.     The  afflictions  which  at  present  are  not 
joyous  but  grievous,  shall,  when  we  have  been  duly  ex- 
ercised by  them,  yield  the  peaceable  fruits  oi  righteous- 
ness. I  trust  the  Lord  gives  you  a  measure  of  patience 
and  submission  to  his  holy  will ;  it  so,  every  thing  shall 
be  well ;  and  when  be  has  fully  tried  you,  you  shall 
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Gome  forth  as  gold.  The  thoughts  of  what  we  have  de^ 
served  at  his  hands,  and  what  Jesus  suffered  for  out 
sakes,  whed  applied  by  his  Holy  Spirit,  have  a  sovereign 
efficacy  to  compose  our  minds,  and  enable  us  to  say^ 
Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.  How  unspeakably 
better  is  it  to  be  chastened  of  the  Lord  now,  than  to 
be  left  to  ourselves  for  a  season,  and  at  last  con- 
demned with  the  world. 

The  path  of  affliction  is  sanctified  by  the  promise  of 
God,  and  by  the  consideration  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  who* 
walked  in  it  himself,  that  we  might  not  think  much  to 
tread  in  his  steps.  Yea,  it  has  been  a  beaten  path  in 
all  ages  ;  for  the  innumerable  multitudesof  the  redeemed 
who  are  now  before  the  throne,  entered  the  kingdom 
by  no  other  way.  Let  us  not  then  be  weary  and  faint 
in  our  minds,  but  cheerfully-  consent  to  be  followers  of 
them  who,  through  faith  and  patience,  are  now  inherit'* 
ing  the  promises.  If,  after  much  tribulation,  we  are 
accounted  worthy  to  stand  accepted  betore  the  Lord  in 
bis  glory,  we  shall  not  then  think  much  -of  the  difficul* 
ties  we  meet  in  our  passage.  Then  sorrow  and  sighing 
shall  cease  for  ever,  and  songs  of  triumph  and  everlast* 
ing  joy  shall  take  place  : — O  happy  transporting  mo- 
ment, when  the  Lord  God  himself  shall  wipe  all  tears 
from  our  eyes* 

Till  then,  may  the  prospect  of  this  glory  which  shall 
be  revealed,  cheer  and  comfort  our  hearts  !  Hitherto 
the  Lord  has  helped  us.  He  has  delivered  us  in  six 
troubles,  and  we  may  trust  him  in  the  seventh.  Yea, 
if  he  was  pleased  to  deliver  us  when  we  thought  little  of 
him,  much  more  may  we  assure  ourselves  of  his  help, 
now  that  he  has  taught  us  to  come  to  his  throne  of 
graee,and  given  us  encouragement  to  come  with  boldness, 

VolVI.  2F 
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Ih«t  we  may  obtain  uuercy  and  find  grace  to  help  at  the 
tioieof  need. 

The  news- papers,  (which  in  this  retired  place  are  the 
chief  sources  of  our  intelligence,)  give  ua  but  a  dark  view 
•f  what  b  passing  abroad.  A  spirit  of  discord  is  spread- 
iDgln  the  nation,  and  we  have  hints  and  items  respect- 
ing ecclesiastical  matters,  which  I  hope  are  premature 
and  without  sufficient  ground.  But,  whatever  storms 
inay  arise,  there  is  an  infallible  and  Almighty  Pilot,  nho 
will  be  a  sun  and  a  shield  to  those  who  love  him.  I 
endeavour  to  answer  all  fears  respecting  political  mat- 
letB  with  the  sure  declarations  of  the  word  of  God. 
Such  as  Psal.  xdx.  1.  and  xxix.  10^  11.  Isa.  viii. 
lA — 14.  and  li.  18,  IS.  John  iii  35,  &c.  Jesus  is 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords :  King  of  the  church, 
iind  King  in  thf  nations ;  who  doth  his  pleasure  in  the 
-armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
eartlu  Therefore  by  faith  in  him,  we  may  adopt  the 
triumphant  language  of  the  ii.  xxvii.  xlvi.  and  cxviiL 
Psalms,  for  the  Lx>rd  is  good,  a  strong  hold  in  the  day 
of  trouble,  and  kuoweth  how  to  deliver  them  that  trust 
in  him. 

Oh,  Sir,  what  a  light  does  the  Gospel  of  Christ  throw 
upon  the  world  when  our  eyes  are  open  to  receive  it ! 
Without  it,  all  would  be  uncertainty  and  perplexity : 
but  the  knowledge  of  his  person,  blood,  and  righteous- 
ness ;  of  the  love  he  bears  us,  the  care  he  exercises 
over  us,  and  the  blessings  he  has  prepared  for  us — this 
knowledge  gives  peace  and  stability  to  the  soul,  in  the 
midst  of  all  changes  and  confusions.  And  were  it  npt 
for  the  remaining  power  of  unbelief  in  our  hearts,  which 
6ghts  against  our  faith,  and  damps  the  force  of  divine 
truth,  we  should  begin  our  heaven  even  while  we  are 
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upon  earth.      We  have  need  to  adopt  the  aposdeTs 
prayer,  and  to  say,  ^^  Lord  increaie  our  iiuth.*'         ". 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  respect. 
Dear  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  and  affectionate  servant. 


LETTER  VI. 
Very  dear  Sir,  June  13,  ITTO. 

X  MAKE  haste  to  answer  your  obliging  favour  of  the 
3 1  si;  the  contents  gave  me  much  pleasure.  I  am  glad 
to  find  that,  though  you  have  your  share  of  triak  in  dif* 
ferent  ways,  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  support  you  undflf 
them,  and  do  you  good  by  them.  So  I  trust  you  shall 
find  it  to  the  end.  That  valuable  promise,  *^  Thy  shoet 
/'  shall  be  as  iron  and  brass,**  intimates,  that  we  must 
not  expect  a  path  strewed  with  flow^*s,  or  spread  witk 
carpets,  but  rather  rough  and  thorny,  otherwise  such 
shoes  would  be  unnecessary.  But  it  is  sufficient  if 
strength  is  given  according  to  our  day,  and  if  the  Lord 
is  pleased  to  be  with  us  ;  though  we  should  be  led 
through  fire  and  water,  neither  the  flame  shall  kindle 
upon  us  nor  the  floods  drown  us :  bis  presence  and  love 
shall  make  us  more  than  conquerors,  and  bring  us.  at 
length  into  a  wealthy  place. 

Such  a  case  as  Mr.  ****X  if  it  could  be  generally 
known  and  understood,  would  be  more  effectual  than 
many  volumes  of  arguments  to  confirm  what  the  Scrip- 
tures teach  concerning  the  author,  the  nature,  and  effects 
of  that  great  change  which  must  be  wrought  in  the 
heart  of  a  sinner  belore  he  can  see  the  kingdom  of  God. 
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His  natural  and  acquired  abilities  were  great ;  his 
moral  character,  as  it  is  called,  unblemished ;  he  van 
beloved  and  admired  by  his  tricnds,  and  perhaps  had 
no  enemies.  To  see  such  a  man  made  willing  in  an 
instant  to  give  up  all  his  sup()OSf d  advantages,  to  rank 
himself  with  the  chief  of  sinners,  and  to  glory  only  in 
those  self  denying  truths  which  a  little  before  were  tbol-^ 
ishness  to  him,  and  to  see  him  as  suddenly  possessed 
ot  a  solid  peace,  reconciled  to  the  thoughts  of  death, 
and  rejoicing  in  a  hope  Bnd  a  hap()iness  of  which  he 
had,  till  then,  not  the  least  idea,  is  indeed  wonderful. 
But  though  such  an  instance  bears  the  impression  of  the 
Immediate  fingir  of  God,  no  less  evidently  than  the 
miracles  wrought  in  Egypt,  yet  it  cannot  be  perceived 
or  understood  in  its  full  extent,  by  any  person  whose 
mind  has  not  been  enlightened  by  the  same  divine  in- 
fluence.  And  I  doubt  not,  but  if  the  Lord  had  spared 
bis  lite,  he  would  by  this  time  have  been  either  pitied 
or  scorned  in  the  university  as  much  as  he  had  formerly 
been  admired.  I  think  you  may  be  tiell  assured.  Sir, 
that  the  pleasure  you  feel,  and  the  »ears  you  shed,  when 
yeu  peruse  the  account,  are  the  effects  of  your  having 
yourself  received  the  same  Spirit.  I  trust  t^at  your 
prayer,  that  the  Lord  would  be  pleased  to  stretch  out  the 
arm  of  his  mercy  in  like  marmertoyoii  also,  shall  be  fully 
answered  as  to  the  main  point ;  but  it  is  by  no  means 
necessary  that  it  should  be  just  in  tht  like  jnanner  as  to 
the  instantaneous  and  inexpressible  clearness  of  the  dis- 
covery. The  Lord  sometimes  shows  us  how  he  can 
6nish  his  work  in  a  short  time,  and  therefore  some  of 
the  objects  of  his  mercy  do  not  receive  the  light  of  his 
ealvation  till  towards  their  last  hours ;  but  perhaps  if 
Mr.  •*••  had  been  appointed  for  lite  and  usefulness  in 
this  world,  be  would  have  been  taught  these  things  in  a 
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more  gradual  manner.     The  Lord  compares  the  usual 
method  of  his  grace  to  the  grow  th  of  the  com,  Mark 
IV.  26 — S9*  which  is  perfected  by  a  slow  and  almoflC 
imperceptible  progress.    The  seed  is  hidden  for  a  time 
in  the  soil,  and  nheii  it  appears,  it  passes  through  a 
succession  of  changes — the  blade,  the  stalk,   the  ear^ 
and  it  is  brought  forward  amidst  a  variety  of  weather; 
the  dew,  the  frost,  the  wind,  the  rain,  the  sun,  alLcoii- 
eur  to  advance  its  maturity,  though  some  of  these  agents 
are  contrary  to  each  other,  and  some  of  them  perhaps 
seem  to  threaten  the  life  of  the  plant.     Yet  when  the 
season  of  harvest  returns,  the  com  is  found  ready  for 
the  sickle.     So  is  the  work  of  grace  in  the  soul ;  its  be- 
ginnings are  small,  its  gronth  for  the  most  part  slow, 
and.  to  our  apprehensions,  often  precarious:  but  there  is 
•  this  difftTcnce  in  the  resemblance— frosts  and  blights, 
drought  or  flooHs,  may  possiblv  disappoint  the  husband* 
man's  hope;  but  the  great  Husbandman  of  the  church 
will  not,  cannot  be  disappointed.     What  he  sows  shall 
flourish  in  defiance  of  all  oppositi.^n,  and  if  it  seems  At 
times  to  fade,  he  can  and  he  uill  revive  it.     This  is  his 
usual  method  ;  but  he  has  not  bound  himself  by  rules ; 
and  therefore  to  show  his  maniiold  wisdom,  he  exhibits 
*some  peculiar  cases,  like  that  of  our  late  friend,  to 
quicken  our  attention,  and  to  convince  us  that  he  is  very 
near  us,  that  his  word  is  truth,  and  that  he  can  flo  what 
he  pleases.    For  the  most  part  his  people  are  exercised 
with  doubts  and  sharp  temptations  ;  for  it  is  necessary 
they  should  learn  not  only  w  hat  he  can  do  tor  them,  but 
how  little  they  can  do  without  him.  Ttierefore  he  teaches 
them  not  all  at  once,  but  by  degrees,  as  they  are  able 
to  bear  it.      I  can  say  as  you  do,  that  I  am  much 
a  stranger  to  those  extraordinary  manifestations  of  God 
in  my  soul ;  however,  if  the  Lord  has  given  us  to  see 
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Ibe  necessity,  the  worth,  the  suitableness,  and  wisdom 
M  that  method  of  salvation  which  b  revealed  in  the 
Gospel ;  if  Christ  is  made  precious  and  desirable  to 
w^  and  we  are  willing  to  account  all  ihmvfi  but  loss  for 
tbe-excellency  of  the  knowled.Qe  of  Jesus  the  Lord  : — 
though  there  may  he  a  difference  in  circumstances,  the 
irork  is  the  same.  And  we  have  as  fpoA  a  right  hum- 
bly to  appropriate  to  ourselves  the  comfort  of  hb  pro- 
mises, as  if  an  angel  were  sent  from  heaven,  (as  to 
Danieli)  to  tell  us  that  we  are  greatly  beloved. 
I  am  respectfully,  dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  affectionate  servant. 


I 


LETTER  VII. 


My  dear  Friend,  November  2T,  ITfO. 


BELfEVE  it  is  a  considerble  time  since  I  in  rote  last, 
but  much  longer  since  I  heard  from  you.  I  hope  your 
silence  has  not  been  occasioned  by  illness,  or  at  least, 
that  if  you  have  been  afflicted,  you  have  found  your  trials 
so  sweetened,  and  so  sanctified  by  the  divine  blessings 
tl^at  ^ou  have  been  enabled  to  rejoice  in  them.  My  af- 
fi^ion  prompts  me  to  wish  my  friends  an  uninterrupted 
cfourse  of  health  and  peace,  but  if  di^erent  dispensations 
are  appointed  them,  it  gives  me  comfort  to  think,  that 
their  trials  come  from  his  hand,  who  loves  them  better 
than  I  can  do.  And  my  l)etter  judgment  tells  me,  that 
the  afflictions  of  those  who  fear  God,  are  on  hb  part 
tokens  of  his  love  and  favour ;  and  with  respect  to  them- 
selves, necessary  means  of  promoting  their  growth  in 
faith  and  grace. 


Let.  r.  To  the  Rev.  Dr.  t***^  fg^ 

When  Moses  came  to  inform  Israel  that  the  time  waa 
at  band,  wbeo  the  Lord  would  put  them  in  possessioqi 
of  the  good  land  he  bad  promised  to  their  fii^thers,  be 
found  them  in  a  state  of  great  affliction ;  and  bad  it  not 
been  so«  they  would  have  been  little  disposed  to  receive 
his  message  with  pleasure ;  for  tbey  had  a  great  natural 
love  to  Egypt ;  they  hankered  after  it  even  in  the  wil«^ 
derness.  If*  therefore,  Moses  had  come  to  them,  and 
proposed  a  removal,  while  they  were  in  a  prosperooa 
and  happy  situation,  tbey  would  probably  have  beea 
very  unwilling  to  have  left  it.  The  Lord  therefore,  who 
knew  their  weakness  and  their  undue  attachment  to  a 
country  which  was  not  to  be  their  rest,  was  pleased  first 
to  embitter  Egypt  to  them,  and  then  the  news  of  a 
Canaan  provided  for  them  was  welcome.  And  thus  he 
deals  with  his  people  still.  Our  affections  cleave  inor- 
dinately to  the  present  life.  Not  withstanding  the  many 
troubles  we  meet  with,  sufficient,  as  it  should  seem,  to 
wean  us  from  such  a  state  of  vanity  and  disappoinment^ 
we  can  but  seldom  feel  ourselves,  in  good  earnest,  de- 
sirous to  be  gone ;  bow  much  less  should  we  be  so  if 
every  thing  went  smooth  with  us !  It  is  happy  for  us  if 
we  have  suffered  enough  to  make  us  desire  a  better: 
country,  that  is  a  heavenly ;  but  surely  all  the  painful- 
experiences  we  have  hitherto  met  with,  have  not  beea. 

4 

mure  than  sufficient  to  bring  ns  into  Urn  waiting  posture.  • 
Yea,  as  long  as  we  live,  new  trials  will  be  needful,  to 
put  us  in  remembrance  of  what  we  do  indeed  already 
know,  but  are  too  prone  to  lose  the  practical  sense  o^. 
Hinc  UUe  lacryma  ;  not  that  the  Lord  delights  in  griev- 
ing us  and  putting  us  to  pain;  on  thecontrary,  he  rejoices 
in  the  prosperity  of  his  servants.  No,  itis  not  for  his  plea- 
sure, but  for  our  profit,  that  we  may  be  made  partakers  of 
his  holiness.     Perhaps^  you  may  sometimes  have  ob- 
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served  a  bird,  in  a  hedge  or  upon  the  boughs  of  a  tree : 
if  you  disturb  it,  it  will  move  a  little  further  or  a  little 
higher,  and  thus  you  may  make  it  chancre  its  place  three 
orfour  times;  butif  it  finds  afterafen  trials  that  you  con- 
tinue to  follow  it,  and  viill  not  sufTir  it  to  rest  near  you, 
it  takes  wing  at  last,  and  flies  quite  away.  Thus  it  is 
frith  u^y  when  the  Lord  drives  us  from  one  creature- 
fcst,  we  presently  perch  upon  another ;  but  he  will  not 
aHow  us  to  fi$  long  upon  any.  At  length,  like  the  bird^ 
we  are  sensible  that  we  can  have  no  safety,  no  stable 
peace  below ;  then  our  hearts  take  flight  and  soar  hca- 
Tea  wards,  and  we  are  taught  by  his  grace  to  place  our 
treasure  and  affections  out  of  the  reach  of  chang(*s.  So 
hr  as  this  end  b  accomplished,  we  have  reason  to  be 
thankful  for  the  means  and  say, 


Happy  rod, 


That  brought  mc  nearer  to  my  God. 

Blessed  be  God  for  that  Gospel  which  has  brought 
life  and  immortality  to  light ;  which  reveals  a  Saviour 
who  is  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life :  who  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  who  come 
unto  God  by  him.  The  desires  we  feel  towards  him, 
faint  and  feeble  as  they  are,  are  the  effect  of  his  own  ope- 
ration on  our  hearts,  and  what  he  plants  he  will  water. 
He  does  nothing  by  halves.  Far  be  it  from  us  to  think 
that  he  should  make  us  sensible  of  our  need  of  him, 
teach  us  to  pray  for  his  assibtance,  make  so  many  ex  press 
promises  for  our  encouragement,  and  then  disappoint  us 
at  last.  What  then  would  become  of  his  honour  and 
his  truth,  since  he  has  already  declared,  *'  Him  that 
**  Cometh  bnto  me,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out/*  To 
harbour  a  doubt  either  of  his  power  or  compassion. 


is  to  dishonour  him.  Men  often  disappoint  our  exp«bt%» 
tions ;  either  their  purposes  change,  or  their  power  &U» 
ahortt  or  something  intervenes  which  they  could  not  fore« 
see;  but  to  faim  all  things  are  known,  ail  things  are  eafy, 
and  his  purposes  are  immutable.  He  came  into  the  world 
to  save  sinners,  to  save  all  who  put  their  trust  in  hinw 
This  was  the  joy  set  before  him ;  for  this  he  bled,  fof 
ttis  he  died.  Having  redeemed  us  by  his  blood,  and 
feclaimed  us  in  our  wandering  state  by  his  word  and 
Spirit ;  having  made  us  willing  to  commit  ourselves  oatii 
him,  he  will  not  leave  us  to  perish  by  the  way,  or  ioffiir 
any  power  to  pluck  us  out  of  his  bands. 

My  pen  has  run  at  random ;  one  line  has  followed 
another  without  study  or  reserve.  I  sat  down  with  a  dot 
sire  to  fill  the  sheet,  but  knew  not  what  I  should  sajf^ 
Thus  I  usually  write,  (withobt  form  or  constraint,)  to 
those  whom  I  love.  If  the  Lord  shall  be  pleased  tm 
make  any  thing  I  have  offered  a  word  in  season  to  yoiv 
I  shall  be  glad. 

I  am  with  great  respect, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 


H 


LETTER  VIII. 


My  dear  Sir,  July  9^  1 77 1 . 


AVING  no  letter  to  answer,  I  must  fill  up  my 

paper  as  I  can.     It  would  be  a  shame  to  say,  I  havw 

no  subject  There  is  one  which  is,  or  should  be,  always 

ad  unguem^  and  which  can  never  be  exhausted — the 

love  of  Christ ;  the  fountain  from  whence  all  our  spirit* 
Vol.  Vr,  S  G 


iov;  the  oceto  to  wbicb  they  tend.  Tbe 
ot  God  towards  sinoers  k  in  Christ  Jesos  our 
\mkA.  It  is  tmsored  op  in  him ;  it  is  numifested  io 
Ihi;  it  is  commaniciiled  tfaroiuh  hioL  Permit  my 
pen  Ui  eolargje  a  little  upoo  this  thought. 
,  The  love  of  God  is  treasured  up  in  Christ  He  is 
Ae  head  of  his.  church ;  and  ail  spiritual  and  eternal 
Messings  are  gi^'en  in  him,  and  for  his  sake  alone :  Eph.  i. 
%A.  The  promise  of  life  is  in  him ;  and  to  him  we  are 
directed  to  look*  as  he  in  whom  alone  the  Father  is  well 
pleased :  Matt  iii.  1 7.  God  beheld  our  lost,  miserable 
condition,  and  desigpied  us  mercy ;  but  mercy  must  b^ 
dispensed  in  a  way  agreeable  to  his  holiness,  justice^ 
and  truth.  Therefore,  in  the  covenant  of  grace,  sin- 
neis  are  no  further  considered  than  as  the  persons  who 
are  to  reap:  the  benefit ;  but  the  whole  undertaking, 
both  as  to  the  burden  and  the  honour  of  it,  was  trans- 
acted with,  and  devolved  upon  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord, 
who  freely  engas;ed  to  be  their  Saviour  and  Surety. 

The  manifestation  of  the  love  of  God  to  sinners,  is  in 
Christ  Jesus.  His  goodness  and  forbearance  is,  in- 
deed, displayed  in  every  morsel  of  food,  and  in  ever} 
breath  we  draw ;  but  liis  love  to  our  souls  is  only  re- 
vealed in  Christ.  And,  O  what  love  was  this,  to  give 
his  own  only  Son  !  In  this  gift,  in  this  way  of  redemp- 
tion, he  has  commended  his  love  to  us,  set  it  forth  to 
the  highest  advantage  possible,  so  that  neither  men  nor 
angels  can  fully  conceive  its  glory,  Rom.  v.  8. ;  and  the 
apostle  there  emphatically  styles  it  tu?  ««tm>w  ayav%vy  HU 
own  love :  love  peculiar  to  himself,  and  of  which  we 
can  find  no  shadow  or  resemblance  amongst  creatures. 

Ncc  vigct  quulquam  simile  aut  secundum. 
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1*be  effects  of  bis  love  are  communicated  only  through 
Cbriflt  Jesus.  He  is  made  of  God  unto  us,  wisdom, 
righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption.  ^'  All 
''  fulness  is  in  him."  tie  has  received,  and  he  bestows^ 
every  good  and  perfect  gift  He  gives  grace,  and  he 
^ill  give  glory.  All  our  springs  of  life,  strength,  peaces 
and  comfort,  are  in  him  ;  and  without  him  we  can  do 
Bothing. 

I  trust,  my  dear  Sir,  in  expressing  my  own  senti* 
ments  on  this  point,  I  express  yours  also.  That  Jesua^ 
who  was  once  a  mwi  oi  sorrows,  who  now  reigns  the 
Lord  of  glory  in  that  nature  in  which  he  suffered,  is 
your  hop^and  your  joy.  Yes,  the  Lord  who  has  giveo 
you  many  seeming  advantages,  as  he  did  to  St.  Paul^ 
has  enabled  you,  like  him,  to  sacrifice  them  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross,  and  to  say,  The  things  whicbfrwere  once 
gam  to  me,  I  count  loss  for  Christ ;  yea,  doubtless, 
and  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
Icnowledge  of  Jesus  my  Lord,  &c.  Phil.  iii.  5 — 10. 
This  is  to  build  upon  a  rocic,  to  build  for  eternity,  to 
rest  upon  a  plea,  which  will  over- rule  every  charge  in 
life,  at  death,  and  at  judgment  They  that  put  their 
trust  in  him  shall  be  like  Mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be 
moved.  And  other  way  of  attaining  stable  peace,  or 
receiving  power  to  withstand  and  overcome  the  world, 
there  is  none. 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  Sir, 
Your  obliged  and  affectionate  humble  servant. 


Ifc  Mf  JBfT.  Dr.  ••«^.  lef,  j; 


'^  ■    .    ^, 


Y 


i;iEtter\x. 

M7  dear  Sir,  January  U  If 73. 


OU  hare  put  i  happy  end  to  our  little  controversy^ 
by  referring  me  to  Dr.  Franks'  Nucleus,  a  book  wbicb 
I  have  read  over  and  over  witb  the  greatest  pleasure. 
I  look  upon  Dr  Franks  to^ave  been  a  very  eminent 
Christian ;  and  if  you  account  htfnfL  Mystic,  I  shall  hot 
differ  with  you  about  a  term.  I  do  not  find  that  be 
%as  an  explicit  Calvinist ;  nor  is  tliat  necessary  to  en* 
gage  my  hearty,  iLpprobation,  when  1  see  a  man  bearing 
testimony  to  ttose  great  doctrines,  the  belief  of  uhich^ 
I  think^Mr  essential  to  the  character  of  a  true  Chris- 
tian^  when  his  zeal,  his  humilky,  his  love  and  faith,  give 
life  most  admirable  proofs  that  God  is  with  him  of  a 
truth. 

Your  own  sentiments,  which  you  are  pleased  to  fa- 
vour me  with,  afford  nie  likewise  great  satisfaction. 
The  Lord,'who  has  given  you  a  heart  to  seek  and  follow 
him,  will,  I  trust,  lead  you  on  from  strength  to  strength ; 
and  if  there  is  any  thing  yet  remaining,  the  know  ledge 
Und  experience  of  which  u'ould  add  to  your  comfort  and 
progress  in  the  divine  life,  he  will  show  it  you  in  his 
good  time.  He  is  the  only  effectual  teacher;  and  he  com- 
municates instructicm  to  those  who  simply  seek  him,  at 
such  seasons  and  in  such  degrees  as  he  in  his  sovereign 
wisdom  sees  best.  I  have  too  great  a  respect  for  your 
character  and  years,  as  well  as  too  clear  a  sense  of  the 
little  good  that  is  done  by  controversy,  to  attempt  to 
dispute  with  jjlbu.  I  shall  be  happy  and  honoured  if  I 
should  everiprop  a  sentence  that  God  may  be  pleased 
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tfy|Mce  useful  ^i|you ;  ^fif3iA  hope  I  am  equally  desi* 
f^igt^%^  ijf  yoij^  BM^dl^m^  by  you.  The  Scripture 
wai^Sllfli^uft  Jjotb  not  ki  call'  aq|r  mtrti  master.  Christ 
alwe  id^tlfe  Lord  o|^^c6D^ieiu:{^.  an^  no  ip^e  </ixiV  is  ta 
beV(^lUe#  l)ut  bis.  MenKtre  t9t>e  followed  so  far  at 
wtf *.caa  see  they  speak  by  bi^  Authority  ;  tbe  best  ava 
^HfiH^re  ;  tbe  wisest  may  MpmistakeD.  Yet  truth  can 
ba  but  one.  Tbe  more  uncertainty  and  divisbn  we 
find  in  the  judgments  of  tfur  fellow-creatures,  the  more 
need  have  we  to  rely  uponf'tbe  word  and  authority  of 
Ibi^nly  infallible  Jt|tige.  HdhMrmits  tbose  whom  he 
loves  to  differ  in  some  things,  taif|Jtbere  may  be  room 
^r  the  exercise  of  love,  meekness,^y||tual  forbearance^ 
and  compassion ;  but  when  men  prestime  to  take  big 
chair,  ta  iptit»ncb  upon  his  work,  and  tbiiij^emselves 
qualified  and  authorized  to  enforce  their  Qlp  senti- 
ments by  noisy  ailments,  and  to  prescribe  tbemslBlves 
as  a  standard  to  others,  though  they  may  mean  welliT 
they  seldom  do  well :  they  set  out,  (as  they  think,)  in  the*^^^^ 
cause  of  God  ;  but  it  is  soon  leavened  by  unsanctified  ^ 
tempers,  and  becomes  their  own  cause  ;  and  they  fight 
more  for  victory  than  for  edification.  When  the  Lord 
enables  any  to  avoid  these  evils,  and  they  can  freely, 
simply,  and  in  a  spirit  of  love,  open  their  minds  to  each 
other,  then  his  blessing  may  be  humbly  hoped  for. 

I  hope  I  love  true  candour ;  but  there  is  a  candour, 
falsely  so  called,  ubich  I  pray  Ihe  Lord  to  preserve  me 
from.  I  mean  that  which  springs  ^oiu  an  indifference  to 
truth,  and  supposes  that  people  wiio  differ  most  widely 
in  sentiment,  may  all  be  right  in  th%  several  ways,  be* 
cause  they  seeta  to  mean  well.  Cut  the  Gospel  is  a 
standard  by  which  all  men  are  to  be  tried,  and  a  depth 
situm  which  must  not  be  given  up  as  ^h^int  of  indif- 
ference because  many  persons  of  respecftble  charac; 
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ten,  in  other  things,  do  not  approve  it.  St.  Paul  o^b- 
served  no  measures  uith  those  who  would  intfbdiice 
another  Gospel.  There  is  a  great  difference  bAtueeo 
those  who  maintain  erroneous  s^istcms.  and  those  who, 
though  they  are  mistaken  in  some  things,  ai%  faithful  to 
the  light  they  have  already  received,  and  are  honestly 
seekincr  more  from'  the  Lord.  To  the  latter  I  would 
ahow  all  possible  candour ;  as  to  the  former,  candour, 
or  rather  Christian  charity,  requires  me  to  be  tender 
and  compassionate  to  their  persons,  but  to  give  no 
place  to  their  principles,  no,  not  for  an  hour.  The  qiies* 
Cion  is  not,  what  I  sbould  think  or  hope  if  left  to  my 
own  judgment,  but  what  the  unerring  word  of  God 
determines.     By  this  I  must  abide. 

I  remait),  begging  an  interest  in  your  prayers, 

My  dear  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 


o 


LETTER  X. 

My  dear  Sir,  February  22,  \776, 

J  HAVE  longed  to  tell  you,  that  the  prospect  of  our 
correspondence  being  revived  gave  me  very  great  plea* 
sure.  I  attributed  its  discontinuance  sometimes  to  ttic 
gout,  with  which  I  knew  you  were  often  afflicted  ;  then 
I  began  to  think,  perhaps  you  were  removed  to  a  better 
world :  but  when  I  understood  you  were  still  living, 
I  apprehended  you  saw  no  utility  in  the  friendly  debates 
we  were  formerly  engaged  in,  and  therefore  chose  to 
drop  them.  It  was  tins  suspicion  that  prevented  mo 
writing  agai^;  for,  had  1  been  sure  your  silence  was 
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iiG^lniywing  to  this  'tause,  you  would  have  heard  from 
mtiaetin'  and  again,  for  with  you  I  should  not  have 
stood  4pon  the  terms  of  letter  for  letter. 

I.  ought  not,  however,  to  have^indutged  such  a  suspi- 
cion, .  nor  to  have  imputed  your  silence  to  a  cause  so 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  yourvletters ;  for  in  them  you 
have  always  showed  yourself  gentle,  candid,  and  patient, 
and  not  disposed  to  break  off  the  intercourse  merely 
lor  difference  in  sentiments.  Some  difference  in  our 
sentiments  there  has  seemed  to  be  all  along ;  but  I  be- 
lieve with  you,  that  we  essentially  agree,  and  I  cordial* 
ly  join  you  in  the  hope  and  persuasion  that  the  differ* 
epce,  whatever  it  may  be,  will  not  abate  my  respect 
and  regard  for  you,  nor  your  kindness  to  me. 

I  desire  to  praise  God  in  your  behalf,  that  he  hath 
^ciously  supported  you  under  your  long  affliction  and 
confinement,  and  now  given  you  a  prospect  of  going 
abroad  again.  It  is  the  prayer  of  my  heart,  that  afl 
your  crosses  and  comforts  may  be  sanctified  to  you^ 
and  that  you  may  sufler  no  more  than  a  gracious  God 
sees  needful  to  answer  his  salutary  purposes  in  favour 
of  those  who  love  him,  to  manifest,  exercise,  and  strength- 
en your  graces,  and  to  give  you  an  increasing  sense  that 
his  power,  wisdom,  goodness,  and  faithfulness,  are  en- 
gaged to  promote  your  best  happiness,  and  to  ripen  you 
for  his  kincrdom  and  c\ot\\ 

My  leading  sentiment  with  res[)ect  to  the  divine  life 
is,  that  it  is  founded  in  a  new  nnd  ^upcrnatnra!  birth. 
In  this  I  doubt  not  we  a^ee.  Mankind  arc  niiserably 
divided  and  subdivided  by  sects,  parties,  and  opinions ; 
but  in  the  sight  of  God  there  arc  but  two  sorts  of  cha- 
racters upon  earth — the  cliildren  of  his  kini^dom,  and 
the  children  of  the  wicked  one.  'J'hc  criterion  between 
them,   (infallibly  known  only  to  himself.)  is.  that  the 
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fermer  Are  born  from  above,  the  other  not  If  a  per* 
8on  be  born  af^in«  notwithstandinc;  any  incidental  mis* 
takes  Of  prejudices  from  which  perhaps  no  human 
mind  in  this  imperfect  state  is  wholly  free,  he  is  a  child 
of  God  and  an  heir  of  glory.  On  the  other  hand,  though 
bis  professed  opinions  be  quite  conformed  to  the  Scrip- 
tures ;  though  he  be  joined  to  the  purest  church;  thouj^h 
he  seem  to  have  all  gifts  and  all  knowledge,  the  zeal 
of  a  martyr,  and  the  powers  of  an  angel ;  yet  if  he  be 
not  born  of  God,  ^  ith  all  his  splendid  apparatus,  he  is 
but  a  tinkling,  (or,  as  I  should  rather  choose  to  render 
the  word,)  a  stunning  cymbal. 

From  this  new  birth,  a  new  life,  new  perceptions,  and 
new  desires,  take  place  in  the  soul ;  sin,  which  was  once 
delighted  in,  becomes  a  burden :  and  God,  who  before 
was  little  thought  of,  is  sought  after  as  our  chief  good. 
The  need  of  his  mercy  is  felt  and  acknowledged,  and 
Jesus  is  approved  and  sought  as  the  only  way  and  au* 
thor  of  salvation.  These  things  I  believe  are  never 
truly  and  experimentally  known  but  by  the  teaching 
and  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit ;  and  as  he  is  God 
and  not  man,  unchangeable  in  purpose  and  almighty  in 
power,  I  believe  when  he  once  begins  his  work,  he  uil) 
in  bis  own  time  accomplish  it  I  believe  hatred  of  sin, 
thirst  after  God,  poverty  of  spirit,  and  dependence  upon 
Christ,  are  sure  tokens  of  salvation ;  and  whoever  have 
them  I  would  esteem  my  brethren  and  my  sisters,  though 
they  should  be  found  among  Arminians,  Mystics,  or 
Papists.  Yet,  I  believe,  some  thus  far  wrought  upon^ 
may  be,  and  are,  entangled  with  errors  dishonourable  to 
tlie  grace  of  God,  and  detrimental  to  their  own  peace. 
There  is  much  remaining  darkness  upon  the  miud; 
many  persons  are  greatly  hindered  by  a  reasoning  spirit 
and  numbers  are  kept  down  by  their  attachment  to  a 
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favourite  system,  see^  aod  author ;  to  that  perhaps  thef 
are  long  strangers  to  tliat  steadfast  hope  and  strong  con* 
solation  which  the  GospeUtrutb»  when  simply  received, 
is  designed  to  afford  usf  and  whicb  depends  upon  thft 
sense  we  have  that  we  are  nothing,  and  that  Christ  is 
alt  in  ail)  and  that  our  .test  fcraces  and  services  are,  and 
always  will  be,  in  this  life,  defective  and  defiled,  and 
that  the  sole,  exclusive  ground  of  our  hope  and  re- 
joicing  is  Jesus  Christ,  as  made  unto  us  of  God,  wis- 
dom, righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption. 

I  desire  to  be  more  a  partaker  with  you  in  that  sen^a 
which  the  Lord  has  given  you  of  the  deficiency  you 
find  in  your  ovvn  graces,  dispositions,  and  tempers,  and 
the  want  of  due  conformity  to  the  tinind  thst  was  in 
Christ.  If  vou  have  cause  of  humiliation  on  these  a^ 
counts,  surely  I  have  more.  At  the  same  tiftie  it  is  aiy 
prayer,  that  he  may  comfort  you  with  those  views  of 
the  freeness  and  riches  of  his  grace,  which  enable  vok 
to  maintain  a  hope  in  his  mercy,  notw  ithstanding  I  (eA 
myself  polluted  and  vile.  For  when  my  state  and  at*- 
ceptance  with  God  is  the  point  in  question,  I  am  in  A 
measure  helped  not  to  judge  of  it  by  what  he  has  dotia 
in  me,  so  much  as  by  what  he  has  done  for  me.  I  can 
find  no  peace  but  by  resting  in  the  blood  of  Jesus,  hi^ 
obedience  to  death,  his  intercession  and  fulness  of 
grace;  and  so  claiming  salvation,  under  him,  as  my  head; 
surety >  and  advocate,  answer  all  objections  which  con^ 
science  or  Satan  interpose  nith  the  apostle's  argunienU 
in  Rom.  viii.  3  J,  ^54.  Were  I  to  hesitate  in  this  important 
matter  lilt  [  feci  nothing  contrary  to  that  image  tu  which 
I  hope  I  thirst  after,  a  growinjr  conformity,  I  might  w  ait 
duni  defluat  amnls — 1  should  spend  my  life  in  perpli  xity, 
and  at  last  should  die  in  terror.       ijut  1  l>t;liev«  I  am 

voT.  vr.  3  J  J 
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already  justified  freely  by  hit  grace,  ihroogb  the  redemp- 
tion that  IB  in  Jesus. 

.   That  the  Lord  may  be  your  guide  and  comforter,  b 
ftm  sincere  prayer  of, 

Dear  Sir, 
Your  affectioQate  and  obliged  servant. 


■A 


LETTER  XL 


My  dear  Sir,  July  30,  1776. 


.S  you  agree  with  me  in  the  main  points  of  what  I 
offered  in  my  last,  I  should  think  myself  to  blame  to 
weary  you  with  debates  on  the  single  article  of  perse- 
verance. Though  I  believe  tins  sentiment  to  be  true, 
I  am  persuaded  a  man  may  warmly  fight  for  it,  and  yet 
himself  fall,  short;  and  I  trust  you  will  attain  the  end 
of  your  hope,  even  the  salvation  of  your  soul,  though 
you  should  continue  to  differ  with  me  in  judgment 
upon  this  head.  I  shall  only  say,  The  belief  of  it  b 
essential  to  my  peace.  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  judge 
of  the  hearts  and  feelings  of  others ;  but,  from  the 
knowledge  I  have  of  my  own,  I  am  reduced  by  neces- 
sity to  take  retiige  in  a  hope  which,  through  mercy,  I 
find  strongly  encouraged  in  the  scripture,  that  Jesus, 
to  whom  I  have  been  led  to  commit  myself,  has  en- 
gaged to  save  me  absolutely,  and  from  first  to  last  I 
think  he  has  promised  not  only  that  he  will  not  depart 
from  me,  but  that  he  will  put,  keep,  and  maintain  his 
fear  in  my  heart,  that  I  shall  not  depart  from  him  :  and 
if  be  does  not,  I  liave  no  security  against  my  turning 
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apostate.  For  I  am  so  weak,  inconsistent,  ^and  sinfii^ 
so  encompassed  with  snares,  and  liable  to  such  assaallB 
from  the  subtilty,  vigilance,  and  power  of  Satan,  that, 
anless  I  am  ''  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith,f 
I  am  sure  I  cannot  endure  to  the  end.  I  believe  the 
Lord  will  keep  me  while  I  walk  humbly  and  obediently 
before  him ;  but  were  this  all,  it  would  be  cold  com- 
fort. I  am  prone  to  wander,  and  need  a  shepherd  whose 
watchful  eye,  compassionate  heart,  and  boundless  mercy, 
will  pity,  pardon,  and  restore  my  backslidings.  For 
though  by  his  goodness  and  not  my  own,  I  have  hither- 
to been  preserved  from  dishonouring  my  profession  iiL 
the  sight  of  men ;  yet  I  feel  those  evils  within,  which 
would  presently  break  loose  and  bear  me  down  fron 
bad  to  worse,  were  he  not  ever  present  with  me  to  con- 
trol them.  And  therefore  I  conclude,  they  who  com- 
fortably hope  to  see  his  face  in  glory,  but  depend  hi 
whole  or  in  part  upon  their  own  watchfulness  and  en- 
deavours to  preserve  themselves  from  falling,  mutt 
either  be  much  wiser,  better,  and  stronger  than  I  am, 
or  at  least  cannot  have  so  deep  and  painful  a  sense  of 
their  own  weakness  and  vileness  as  daily  experience 
forces  upon  me.  I  desire  to  be  found  in  the  use  of  the 
Lord's  appointed  means  for  the  renewal  of  my  spiritual 
strength,  but  I  dare  not  undertake  to  watch  a  single 
hour,  nor  do  I  find  sufficiency  to  think  a  good  though^ 
nor  a  power  in  myself  of  resisting  any  temptation. 

My  strength  is  perfect  weakness, 
And  all  I  have  b  aia* 

In  short,  t  must  sit  down  in  despair,  if  I  did  not  be* 
lieve,  (the  apostle,  I  think  allows  me  to  be  confident,) 
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Ihftt  bo  who  has  begun  a  good  work  in  mc,  will  per^ 
form  it  until  the  day  of  Jesus  Chriat. 

Had  f  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you,  I  think 
I  could  state  the  texts  you  quote,  in  a  light  quite  con- 
'aitftent  viiih  a  hundred  other  texts  which  appear  to  me 
10  assert  the  final  perseverance  of  the  saints  in  the 
strongest  terms :  but  it  would  take  up  too  much  room 
in  a  letter.     And  indeed,  fwn  est  tanti.     Volumes 
of  controversy,  as  you  observe,  have  been  written  upon 
these  subjects,  and  Te  Deum  has  been  professedly  sung 
on  both  sides,  but  no  man  can  receive  to  his  comfort 
tnd  edification  any  Gospel-truth,  except  it  be  taught 
and  <!iven  him  from  heaven.     I  do  not  think  my  senti- 
anems  would  add  to  your  safety,  but  I  believe  they 
would  to  your  comfort ;  but  not  if  you  received  them 
as  my  sentiments  :  there  is  no  more  lite  and  comfort  in 
the  kno\i  ledge  of  a  Gospcl-trnth  than  in  the  knon ledge 
of  a  proposition  in  Euclid,  unless  we  are  taught  il  by 
the  Lord  himself.  .  I  therefore  dismiss  the  subject  by 
referring  you  to  Phil   iii.  14,  15. 

I  must  begin  my  next  paragraph  with  an  apology, 
with  entreating  your  candid  construction,  and  assuring 
you  that  nothing;  but  a  sense  of  duty  towards  the  Lord, 
and  friendship  for  you,  would  put  me  upon  what,  { if  I 
hud  not  these  motives  to  plead,  ■  might  be  deemed  highly 
officious  and  impertinent.  I  have  beard  you  speak  of 
your  living  in .  Your  situation  in  college  con- 
fines you  much  from  it ;  and  now  years  and  infirmities 
are  growing  upon  you,  it  is  probable  you  will  not  be 
able  to  visit  il  so  olten  as  formerly,  nor  to  do  w  hat  you 
w-ish  to  do  when  you  are  there.  Will  you  excuse  mo 
asking  you  how  that  living  is  supplied?  Perhaps  I 
only  give  you  the  opportunity  of  affording  me  pleasure 


let.  11.  Jb  the  Sec,  Dr.  #««•.  JtSU 

by  telling  me,  that  you  have  taken  care  to  provide  them 
ivith  a  taithtul  curate,  who  has  your  views  of  the  Go^ 
pel,  though  not  mine,  and,  with  a  zeal  for  God  and  a 
warm  desire  of  usefulness  to  souls,  is  labouring  to  im- 
press your  people  with  a  sense  of  divine  things,  to  warn 
them  of  the  evil  of  sin,  and  to  invite  them  to  seek  Jesus 
luid  his  salvation.  I  should  be  ready  to  take  it  for 
granted  this  is  the  case,  only  that  I  think  such  a  mini^ 
ter  would  be  noticed  and  talked  of  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  as  ue  hear  more  or  less  of  the  effects  of  the 
Gospt'l  when  it  is  preached  throughout  the  kingdom ; 
and  nothing  of  the  kind  has  yet  reached  my  ears  from 

.     It  it  should  be  otherwise,  permit  me  to  hint^ 

that  though  you  are  past  the  ability  of  labouring  much 
among  your  people  personally,  yet  if  the  Lord  prolongs 
your  life,  you  have  a  probability  of  being  greatly  useful 
in  a  secondary  way,  by  affording  your  sanction  and  ap^ 
pointment  to  a  proper  man  w  ho  would  feed  and  watch 
over  your  flock.  And  I  hope  the  Lord  committed  that 
place  to  your  charge  in  his  providence,  that  the  people 
there  niight  in  his  time  have  the  word  of  life  preached 
to  them  ;  and  if  they  beard  it  thankfully  and  improved 
it,  I  am  sure  it  would  add  much  to  yoiir  comfort.  I 
shall  not  enlarge,  but  rather  conclude  as  I  began,  with 
entreating  you  to  excuse  my  Ireedom.  Indeed,  I  ought 
not  to  suspect  you  will  be  displeased  with  me  for  it, 
alter  the  proofs  you  have  given  me  ot  your  candour  and 
kindness.  Yet  I  shall  be  glad  to  be  assured  frco) 
yourselt^  that  you  take  it  as  I  mean  it 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant 
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l£TTER  Xn. 

Mr  dear  Sii'y  Decembers,  1778. 

«  JL  HE  kind  and  affectionate  terms  in  which  you  write, 
coming  from  a  person  whom  I  so  greatly  love  and  re- 
spect, cannot  but  be  highly  pleasing  to  me.  I  am  glad 
to  find  likewise,  by  what  you  say  of  yourself,  that  the 
Lord  favours  you  with  patience  and  resignation  to  his 
will,  under  those  infirmities  which  you  find  increasing 
ts  you  advance  in  years  ;  and  that  your  hope  for  time 
and  eternity  is  in  Jesus,  the  Friend  of  sinners. 

But  I  must  confess,  that  though  the  former  part  of 
your  letter  gave  me  great  pleasure,  the  latter  part  gave 
ine  no  small  pain.  It  appears,  to  my  grief,  that  during 
the  intermission  of  our  correspondence,  the  difference 
between  us  in  sentiment  is  considerably  increased.  You 
desire  me,  however,  to  open  my  mind  to  you  freely, 
end  the  love  I  bear  you  constrains  me  to  avail  myself 
of  the  liberty  you  allow  me ;  yet  I  feel  a  difficulty  in 
the  attempt.  After  the  many  letters  we  have  exchanged, 
I  hope  it  is  needless  to  tell  you  that  I  am  not  fond  of 
controversy,  that  I  have  no  desire  to  prescribe  my 
jud«»ment  in  every  point  of  doctrine  as  a  standard  to 
others  ;  yet  a  regard  to  the  truth,  as  well  as  to  you, 
obliges  nie  to  offer  something  upon  the  present  occa- 
sion. But  I  hope  the  Lord  will  not  permit  me  to  drop 
a  sin:;lc  expression  unsuitable  to  the  deference  I  owe 
to  your  character  and  years. 

You  state  two  points  as  fundamental  truths  of  the 
Christian  religion  ;  the  first  of  which,  I  apprehend,  i& 
00  tur  Irum  deserving  the  title  of  a  fundameotal  truth, 
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that  it  19  utterly  repugnant  to  the  design  and  genius  of 
the  Gospel,  and  inconsistent  with  the  tenour  of  divine 
revelation  both  in  the  Old  and  New  Testament ;  and, 
however  you  may  think  it  supported  by  a  few  detached 
texts,  I  am  persuaded  you  would  never  have  drawn  it 
yourself  from  a  careful  perusal  of  the  Scripture ;  namelyf 
**  That  our  righteousness  is  as  truly  and  properly  de« 
'^  rived  into  us  by  a  spiritual  birth  from  the  second 
'^  Adam,  as  our  corruption  by  a  natural  birth  from  the 
"  first."     Our  sanctification  indeed  is  so,  but  righteous- 
ness and  sanctification  are  by  no  means  synonymoiift 
terms  in  the  language  of  Scripture;    otherwise  the 
apostle,  when  he  says,    Jesus  is  appointed  to  us   of 
God,  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemp- 
tion, would  be  guilty  of  gross  tautology.     The  Scrip- 
ture  declares  we  are  all  by  nature,  and,  till  partakers 
of  the  faith,  which  is  the  gift  and  operation  of  Godp 
dead.     And  this  in  a  twofold  sense — dead,  in  lUw,  tor 
he  that  believeth  not  is  condemned  already,  and  dead 
in  trespasses  and  sins.    Christ  is  our  life  in  both  these 
senses.     By  his  atonement  he  delivers  those  who  be- 
lieve in  him  from  the  curse  of  tiie  law ;  by  his  whole 
obedience,  including  all  he  did  and  suffered,  (for  his 
death  was  an  act  of  obedience,)  he  cleanses  and  justi- 
fies them  from  all  guilt  and  penalty.  And,  as  the  spring 
.  and  pattern  of  their  sanctification  by  the  power  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  he  forms  them  anew,  communicates  to 
them  and  maintains  in  them  a  principle  of  spiritual 
life,  and  teaches  them  and  enables  them  to  love  and 
walk  in  his  footsteps,  and  to  copy  bis  example  in  their 
tempers  and  conduct.     i}ut  this  their  personal  obe-. 
dience,  the  fruit  of  that  holy  prii\ciple  ubich  he  has 
implanted  in  them,  is  too  iuiperfect  and  defiled  to  con- 
stitute their  ri^teousness ;  it  will  not  answer  the  strict 
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fenwf^g  of  tbat  isir  under  wbicfa  our  nature  is  comli- 
tnted.  So  fkr,  indeed,  from  bearing  the  examinatum  of 
tbat  God  who  is  glorious  in  holiness,  they  can  find  in* 
nomerable  flaws  and  evils  in  it  themselves.  Aott,  there* 
lore,  no  one  who  is  really  enlightened  to  understand  tlie 
purity,  strictness,  and  unchangeableness  of  the  law,  the 
holiness,  justice,  and  truth  of  the  God  with  whom  we 
have  to  do,  can  possibly  have  any  abiding  peace  of  con- 
aciencey  or  assurance  of  salvation,  till  he  is  weaned 
finoro  grounding  his  acceptance,  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  upon  what  Chrbt  has  done  in  him,  and  taught  to 
vest  it  wholly  upon  what  he  did  for  him  when  he  obeyed 
the  law  on  the  behalf  of  man,  and  was  made  sin  for 
us  who  knew  no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  right- 
eousness of  God  in  him. 

Though  the  scheme  of  the  Quakers,  as  set  forth  with 
some  supposed  improvements  by  Mr.  Law,. is  in  your 
view  very  amiable,  to  me  it  appears  much  otheru  isc"  I 
cannot  think  it  eitlier  honourable  to  God,  or  safe  for 
man.  I  apprehend  it  m  as  invented  to  relieve  the  mind 
of  some  who  would  fain  be  wise,  under  the  prejudices 
and  vain  reasonings  which  arise  against  the  express  and 
reiterated  declarations  of  God*s  sovereignty  in  the  great 
business  of  salvation  with  which  the  Scriptures  abound. 
I  am  otten  reminded  of  Job's  question,  ^*  Shall  mortal 
'^  man  be  more  just  than  God?'*  Poor  mortal  uorms,  who 
are  unable  to  account  for  the  most  olwious  appearances 
around  them,  are  afraid  that  the  Judge  of  all  the  earth  wilt 
not  act  right,  if  he  should  act  as  he  has  solimnly  assun  d 
us  he  will;  and  therefore  hypotheses  are  framed,  salvos 
provided,  and  Scriptures  are  strained,  to  account  for  his 
conduct  in  a  way  more  suited  to  our  limited  a|)pre-^ 
hensions.  For  I  allow,  in  some  respects,  and  upon  a 
superficial  view,  Mr.  Law's  scheme  may  appear  more 
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agreeable  to  what  we  call  reason  and  the  fitneis  of  thiagi 
than  St  PauFs.  But  tbis  to  me  is  an  argument  agaioit 
it,  rather  than  for  it  The  Lord  tells  me  in  his  word, 
that  his  thoughts  and  ways  are  as  far  above  mine  as  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth.  And  if  I  did  not 
find  many  thin^rs  in  the  Bible  proposed  rather  to  my 
faith  than  to  my  reason,  I  could  not  receive  it  as  a  re- 
velation from  God,  because  it  would  want  the  grand 
characteristic  impressions  of  his  majesty,  and  what  the 
apostle  calls  the  aHft^wrtrrm  and  cuiftx^roty  the  unsearch* 
able^  and  untraceables  of  his  counsels  and  proceeding^i. 
And  after  all,  the  propoted  relief  is  only  to  the 
imagination ;  for  in  defiance  of  hypotheses,  these  things 
will  remain  certain  from  Scripture,  experience,  and 
observation ; 

First,  That  a  great  part  of  mankind,  perhaps  the  far 
greatest  part  of  those  who  have  lived  hitherto,  will 
be  fohnd  at  the  left  hand  of  the  Judge  in  the  last 
day. 

Secondly,  That  a  multitude  of  those  who  are  saved, 
were  for  a  course  of  time  as  obstinately  bent  upon  sin, 
and  did  as  obstinately  resist  the  call  of  God*s  Spirit  to 
their  hearts,  as  those  who  perish. 

Thirdly,  That  the  means  of  jorrace  which  the  Scripture 

declares  necessary  to  salvation,  Rom.  x.  13,  14.;  have 

been  hitherto  confined  to  a  small  part  of  the  human  race. 

I  know  indeed,  in  order  to  evade  this,  it  is  supposed, 

firom  a  misunderstanding  of  Peter's  words,  Acts  x.  34. 

liiat  men  in  all  nations  may  be  saved  in  their  several 

dbpensations,  without  any  knowledge  of  Jesus  or  his 

word ;  and  accordingly  Mr.  ^**^  gives  us  Gentilism, 

that  is  idolatry,  as  one   kind  of  dbpensation  of  the 

Gospel.      Alas !   what  may  not  even   well-meaning 

men  be  driven  to  when  they  leave  the  good  word  of 
Vol.  VI.  2  I 
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God,  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  to  defend  the 
broken,  corrupt  cisterns  of  men  s  inventions !  Indeed, 
I  am  grieved  at  these  bold  assertions ;  it  is  but  saying 
that  men  may  be  saved  without  either  faith,  love,  or 
obedience. 

I  do  not  wonder,  my  dear  Sir,  that  though  you  are 
persuaded  God  will  not  fail  on  his  part  and  forsake 
you  first,  yet  you  have  sensible  fears  and  appreliensions 
lest  you  should  forsake  him.  The  knowledge  you  have 
of  your  own  weakness,  must  make  your  system  very 
uncomfortable,  while  it  leaves  your  final  salvation  to 
depend,  (as  you  express  it,)  entirely  upon  yourself '.  Nay, 
I  must  add,  that  either  your  heart  is  better  than  mine, 
or  at  least  that  you  are  not  equally  sensible  of  its  vile* 
ness,  or  your  fears  would  be  entirely  insupportable ;  or 
else,  which  I  rather  think  is  the  case,  the  former  part  of 
your  letter,  wherein  you  speak  so  highly  of  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  confess  so  plainly  that  without  the  grace  of 
Christ  you  can  do  nothing,  is  your  experience  and  the 
real  feeling  and  working  of  your  heart,  while  the  latter 
part,  wherein  you  approve  the  plan  which  leaver  sinners 
to  depend  entirely  upon  themselves,  is  but  an  opinion, 
which  has  been  plausibly  obtruded  upon  you,  and  which 
you  find  at  times  very  unfavourable  to  your  peace.  It 
must,  it  u  ill  be  so.  The  admission  of  a  mixed  Gospel, 
wliich  indeed  is  no  Gospel  at  all,  will  bring  disquiet  into 
the  conscience.  If  you  think  you  are  in  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, as  to  choice  and  power,  as  Adam  was,  I 
cannot  blame  you  for  fearing  lest  you  should  acquit 
yourself  no  better  than  he  did.  Ah !  my  dear  Sir, 
Jesus  came  not  only  that  we  might  have  the  life  which 
sin  had  forfeited  restored  unto  us,  but  that  we  might 
have  it  more  abundantly ;  the  privileges  greater,  and 
tenure  more  secure :  for  now  our  life  is  not  in  our 
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own  keeping,  but  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God.  He  ua* 
dertakes  to  do  all  for  us^  in  us,  and  by  us,  and  he  claims 
the  praise  and  honour  of  the  whole^  and  is  determined 
to  save  us  in  such  a  way  as  shall  stain  the  pride  of  all 
human  glory,  that  he  who  glorieth  may  glory  in  the 
Lord. 

I  long  to  see  you  dientangled  from  the  scheme  you 
seem  to  have  adopted,  because  I  long  to  see  you  happy 
and  comfortable.  It  is  good  to  have  our  hope  fixed 
upon  a  rock,  for  we  know  not  what  storms  and  floods 
may  come  to  shake  it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  soul 
rests  upon  the  right  foundation,  but  you  have  incau* 
tiously  admitted  wood,  hay,  and  stubble  into  your  edifice, 
which  will  not  stand  the  fiery  trial  of  temptation.  I 
would  no  more  venture  my  soul  upon  the  scheme  which 
you  commend,  than  I  would  venture  my  body  for  a 
voyage  to  the  East  Indies  in  a  London  wherry. 

I  know  you  too  well  to  suppose  you  will  be  offended 
with  my  freedom.  However,  in  a-  point  of  such  im« 
portance,  I  dare  not  in  conscience  disguise  or  suppress 
my  sentiments.  May  the  Lord,  by  his  Holy  Spirit, 
guide  us  both  into  the  paths  of  peace  and  truth. 
I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 


T 


LETTER  XIIL 


My  dear  Sir,  June  5,  1779. 


HOUGH  I  love  to  write  to  you,  I  am  not  willing  to 
take  up  your  time  with  controversy.  We  see,  or  think 
we  see,  some  points  of  importance  in  a  different  light. 


ir 
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And  where  our  sentiments  differ,  I  think  I  have  the 
advantage  of  you,  or  I  should,  of  course,  accede  to 
yours.  But  I  am  ashamed  to  insist  upon  notional  dif- 
ferences with  a  person  from  whom,  as  to  the  spirit  and 
iniuence  of  those  things  wherein  we  agree,  I  ought  to 
be  glad  to  learn.  The  humility,  meekness,  and  spiritu- 
ality which  your  letters  breathe,  sufficiently  evince  that 
you  are  taught  of  God;  and  wherein  we  are  other- 
wise minded,  I  trust  he  will,  in  his  due  time,  reveal  to 
08  both  what  may  be  for  his  glory  and  our  comfort  to 
know  distinctly.  I  cannot  retract  the  judgment  I 
passed  upon  Mr  Law's  scheme ;  but  I  was  then,  and 
still  am  persuaded,  that,  notwithstanding  your  favour- 
able opinion  of  that  author,  his  scheme  is  not  properly 
yours.  If  you  fully  entered  into  the  spirit  of  his  writ- 
ings, you  would  soon  be  weary  of  my  correspondence. 
I  believe,  indeed,  your  acquaintance  with  his  writings 
has  led  you  something  about,  and  exposed  you  to  em- 
barrassments which  would  not  have  troubled  you  if, 
with  that  humble  spirit  which  the  Lord  has  given  you, 
you  had  confined  your  researches  more  to  his  holy 
word,  and  paid  less  regard  to  the  dictates  and  asser- 
tions of  men ;  and  I  believe  if  we  could  all  be  freed 
from  an  undue  attachment  to  great  names  and  favourite 
authors,  and  apply  ourselves  more  diligently  to  draw 
the  water  of  Ufa  from  the  pure  fountain  of  the  Scrip- 
turcy  our  progress  in  divine  knowledge  would  be  more 
spof'dy  and  more  certain. 

I  am  ready  to  think  that  much  of  the  difference  be- 
tween us  may  be  in  the  modes  of  expression  we  use. 
]  I'  you  mean  no  more  by  what  you  advance,  than  that 
ovtiry  juHlified  person  is  also  regenerate  and  sanctified, 
and  thiit  no  supposed  acknowledgment  of  the  death 
ind  atonement   of  Christ  is  available  without  a  new 
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birth  ID  the  soul  and  the  inhabitttiofl  of  the  Holy  Spirit^ 
there  remains  little  to  dispute  about,  for  surely  I  mead 
no  less  than  this.     Yet  still  it  appears  to  me  necessary 
for  our  comfort,  when  we  know  what  is  in  our  hearts^- 
and  necessary  likewise  to  give  the  Redeemer  the  glory 
due  to  his  name,  that  we  be  sensible  that  our  sanc^ 
fication  is  not  the  cause,  butthe  efiect,  of  our  acceptance^ 
with  God.     I  conceive  that  by  nature  we  are  all  in  9t 
state  of  condemnation  ;  that  when  we  are  by  the  Holy^ 
Spirit  convinced  of  this,  the  first  saving  gift  we  receive^ 
from  God  is  faith,  enabling  us  to  put  our  trust  in  Jesua 
for  a  free  pardon,  and  a  gratuitous  admission  into  the ^ 
family  of  God's  children ;  that  they  who  receive  thi» 
precious  faith,  are  thereby,  ipsojacto^  interested  in  all- 
the  promises  respecting  grace  and  glory.     They  resign 
and  devote  themselves  to  the  Saviour ;  he  receives  and 
accepts  them,  takes  possession  of  them,  and  engages  to 
care  and  provide  for  them^  to  mortify  the  principle  of 
sin  in  their  hearts,  to  carry  on  the  work  he  has  begun, 
and  to  save  them  to  the  uttermost.      But  the  precise 
reason  why  they  are  saved,  is  not  because  they  are 
changed,  (that  change,  so  far  as  it  takes  place,  is  rather 
the  salvation  itself,)  but  simply  and  solely  because  Ha 
lived  and  died  for  them,  paid  the  ransom,  and  made  the- 
atonement  on  their  behalf.   This  is  their  plea  and  hopb  * 
when  they  first  come  to  him,  John  iii.  14,  15.  when- 
they  have  finished  their  course  upon  earth,  2  Tito. 
1.    12.  and  when   they  appear  in  judgment,   Rom. 
vni.  34. 

If  you  mean  by  a  rigid  Calvinist,  one  who  is  fierce, 
dogmatical,  and  censorious,  and  ready  to  deal  out  ana- 
themas against  all  who  differ  from  hrni,  I  hope  I  am 
no  more  such  a  one  than  I  am  a  rigid  Papist.  But  as 
to  the  doctrines  which  arc  now  stigmatized  by  the  name-^ 
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of  Calvinism,  I  cannot  well  aroid  the  epithet  rigid,  while 
I  believe  them  :  tor  there  seems  to  be  no  medium  be- 
tween holdini^  them  and  not  holding  them ;   between 
licribing  salvation  to  the  will  of  man,  or  the  power  of 
God  ;  between  grace  and  works,  Horn.  xi.  6. ;  between 
being  found  in  the  rigliteousness  of  Christ,  or  in  my 
own,  Phil.  iii.  9-      Did  the  harsh  consequences  often 
charged  upon  the  doctrine  called  Calvinistic  really  be- 
long to  it,  1  should  have  much  to  answer  for  if  I  had 
invented  it  myself,  or  taken  it  upon  trust  from  Calvin ; 
but  as  I  find  it  in  the  Scripture,  I  cheerfully  embrace 
it,  and  leave  it  to  the  Lord  to  vindicate  his  own  truth 
and  his  own  ways,  from  all  the  imputations  which  have 
been  cast  upon  them. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged. 


LETTER  XtV, 


Dear  Sir,  September  1,  1779. 


M 


ETHINKS  my  late  publication  comes  in  good  time 
to  terminate  our  friendly  debate.  As  you  approve  of 
the  Hymns,  which,  taken  altogether,  contain  a  full  de* 
claration  of  my  religious  sentiments,  it  should  seem  we 
are  nearly  ot  a  mind.  If  we  agree  in  rhime,  our  appa- 
rent differences  in  prose  must,  I  think,  be  merely  verbal, 
and  cannot  be  very  important  And  as  to  Mr.  Law, 
if  you  can  read  his  books  to  your  edification  and  com- 
fort, (which  I  own,  with  respect  to  some  important 
points  in  his  scheme.  I  cannot,)  why  should  I  wish  to  tear 
them  from  you  ?  1  have  formerly  been  a  great  admirer 
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of  Mr.  Law  myself,  and  still  think  that  he  is  a  first-rate 
genius,  and  that  there  are  many  striking  passages  in  bis 
writings  deserving  attention  and  admiration.     But  I  feel 
myself  a  transgressor,  a  sinner :  I  feel  the  need  of  an 
atonement  of  something  to  be  done  for  me,  as  well  as 
in  me.     If  I  was  this  moment  filled  by  the  mighty  power 
of  God  with  the  Spirit  of  sane tification  in  a  higher  degree 
than  Mr.  Law  ever  conceived ;  if  I  was  this  moment  as 
perfectly  holy  as  the  angels  before  the  throne,  still  I 
should  want  security  with  respect  to  what  is  past     Hi- 
therto I  have  been  a  sinner,  a  transgressor  of  that  holy 
law  which  says,  ^'  The  soul  that  sinneth,  it  shall  die." 
Therefore  I  need  an  atonement  in  the  proper  sense  of 
the  word  ;  some  consideration  of  sufficient  importance 
to  satisfy  me  that  the  holy  and  just  Governor  of  the 
world  can,  consistently  with  the  perfections  of  his  na- 
ture, the  honour  of  his  truth,  and  the  righteous  tenour 
of  his  moral  government,  pardon  and  receive  such  a 
sinner  as  I  am :  and  without  son>e  persuasion  of  this 
sort,  I  believe  the  supposition  I  have  made  to  be  utterly 
impossible,  and  the  least  degree  of  true  holiness  utterly, 
unattainable.  The  essence  of  that  holiness  I  tliirst  after, 
I  conceive  to  be  love  and  devotedness  to  God :  but  bow 
can  I  love  him  till  I  have  a  hope  that  his  anger  is  turned 
away  from  me,  or  at  least  till  I  can  see  a  solid  foundap 
tion  for  that  hope  ?  Here  Mr.  Law's  scheme  fails  me^ 
but  the  Gospel  gives  me  relief.     When  I  think  of  the 
obedience  unto  death  of  Jesus  Christ  in  my  nature,  as  a 
public  person^  and  in  behalf  of  sinners,  tlien  I  see  the 
law,  which  I  could  not  obey,  completely  fulfilled  by  him, 
and  the  penalty  which  I  had  incurred  sustained  by  liim. 
I  see  him  in  proportion  to  the  degree  of  faith  in  him, 
bearing  mi/  sins  in  his  own  body  upon  the  tree;  I  see  God 


«peH  plcMwl  in  hkn,  «iid  for  bis  sake  freely  justifying  the 
mgodly.  This  sight  saves  me  from  guilt  and  fear,  re- 
moves the  obstacles  which  stood  in  my  way,  emboldens 
■ay  access  to  the  throne  of  grace,  for  the  inftieoces  of 
his  holy  Spiril  to  subdue  my  sins,  and  to  make  me  con- 
formable to  my  Saviour.  But  my  hope  is  built,  not 
upon  what  I  feel  in  myself,  but  upon  what  he  felt  for  me ; 
not  upon  what  I  can  ever  do  for  him,  but  upon  what  has 
been  done  by  him  upon  my  account  It  appears  to  me 
becoming  the  wisdom  of  Grod  to  take  such  a  method  of 
showing  hb  mercy  to  sinners .  as  should  convince  the 
world,  the  universe,  angels,  and  men,  (hat  his  inflexible 
displeasure  against  sin,  and  his  regard  to  the  demands 
of  hb  truth  and  holiness,  must  at  the  same  time  be 
equally  displayed.  This  was  effected  by  bruising  his  own 
Son,  filling  him  with  agonies,  and  delivering  hikn  up  to 
death  and  the  curse  of  the  law,  when  he  appeared  as  a 
surety  for  sinners. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  that  though  the  bless* 
ings  of  justification  and  sanctification  are  coincident^ 
aiKl  cannot  be  separated  in  the  same  subject,  a  believing 
sinner,  yet  they  are  in  themselves  as  distinct  and  dif- 
forent  as  any  two  things  can  well  be.  The  one,  like  life 
itself,  is  instantaneous  and  perfect  at  once,  and  takes 
place  the  moment  the  soul  is  bom  of  God ;  the  other, 
like  the  effects  of  life,  growth,  and  strength,  is  imperfect 
and  gradual.  The  child  born  to  day,  though  weak,  and 
wy  different  from  what  it  will  be  when  its  foculties 
open  and  its  stature  increases,  is  as  truly,  and  as  much, 
alive  as  it  will  ever  be ;  and  if  an  heir  to  an  estate  or 
a  kingdom,  has  the  same  right  now  as  it  will  have  when 
ifc  becomes  of  age,  because  this  right  is  derived  not 
firom  its  abilities  or  stature,  but  from  its   birth  and 
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parents.  The  weakest  believer  is  bom  of  God,  and  aa 
heir  of  glory ;  the  strongest  and  most  advanced  can  be 
CM>  more. 

I  remain^  my  dear  Sir, 

Your  mMt  obedient  &c. 


t 
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LETTER  I. 
Bear  Miss,  March  3,  ITTt. 

jL  our  oblifsing  request  to  bear  from  me  has  not  been 
Ibrgptteo;  and  if  my  leisure  were  equal  to  my  inclina- 
tkm,  I  should  write  very  often. 

And  now,  what  shall  I  say?  May  the  Lord  direct 
me  to  send  you  a  profitable  word.  It  rejoices  my  heart 
to  think,  that  at  a  time  of  life  when  you  might  have  been 
plunging  into  the  vanities  of  the  world  you  are  seeking 
Jesus.  The  Lord  who  appointed  the  hour  of  your  birth, 
and  the  bounds  of  your  habitation,  was  pleased  in  his 
good  providence  to  withdraw  you  early  from  the  gi(idy 
circle  of  dissipation  in  which  you  might  have  lived,  and 
to  favour  you  with  the  ad  vantages  of  example,  instruction, 
and  ordinances.  You  live  at  a  distance  from  those  en- 
snaring temptations  by  which  the  minds  of  young  per- 
sons are  blinded  and  stupified.  Yet  this  alone  would 
not  have  secured  you.  His  providence  has  been  sub- 
servient to  hb  grace;  otherwise^  by  this  time,  you  wpuld 
have  been  weary  and  impatient  of  rebtraint ;  you  would 
iiave  accounted  the  means  of  grace  burtbensomei  and 
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your  home  a  prison.   The  evil  of  ibe  heart  i»  too  deeply 
rooted  to  be  overcome  by  any  thing  [es»  Uian  ihe  povver  of 
God.  WhatevtT  your  papa  and  manifnai  or  the  miniBieri 
•f  the  Gospel,  could  hav.e  told  you  concerning  your  Matii 
as  a  sinner,  and  your  need  of  a  taviour,  you  would  not 
kave  beliered  them^  if  the  Lord  hitnself  had  not  boHM 
witness  in  your  heart  to  his  ou  n  truths.     You  are  noif 
iericin^  him  that  you  may  find  him,  yet  if  be  had  not 
found  you  at  first,  you  would  never  have  sought  him  al 
all.     This  I  mention  for  your  encouragement,  as  a  good 
feason  why  you  may  be  assured  tfaat  you  shall  not  seek 
kirn  in  vain.     I  take  it  for  granted,  that  thoui^h  you  are 
kut  a  young  soldicT,  you  have  already  met  with  conflieti> 
There  i»  a  subtle  enemy  who  labours  to  distress,  hindeff 
and  wound  all  who  desire  to  serve  tlie  Lord.     If  ymi 
could  give  up  this  purpose,  and 'be  content  Uj^make  Ibf 
world  your  portion,  you  wo*ild  meet  with  iiodisturbaocNi 
from  him ;  if  you  were  asleep,  he  would  make  no  noise  ta 
auaken  you.     Those  who  are  content  with  his  servica 
and  wages,  he  manages  with  so  much  address,  itbal 
though  he  leads  tbem  captives  at  his  will,  though  bqi 
dwells  and  works  in  their  hearts,  though  all  tbe'facultita 
of  their  mind  and  members  of  their  body  are  under  bis 
influence,  yet  they  are  not  at  all  aware  of  him;  yea,  when 
many  in  this  state  pretend  to  dispute  his  very  exbtenc% 
be  does  not  attempt  to  undeceive  them.   Thus  while  tlia 
strong  one  armed  keeps  his  house,  his  goods  are  IQ 
peace ;  but  when  the  stronger  than  he,  the  gracious  tU^ 
deemer,  comes  to  deliver  the  prey  out  of  the  hand  of  tha 
mighty,  and  to  release  a  soul  irom  Satan's  captivity,  then 
the  enemy  begins  to  show  himself  as  he  is ;  and  therefore 
I  suppose  by  this  time  you  can  tell  in  a  measure^  from 
your  own  experience,  why  he  is  called  in  the  Scripture^ 
an  accuser^  ao  ad  versary,  a  serpent,  a  roaring  lion ;  and 
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what  IB  meant  by  bis  wiles,  devices,  and  fiery  darts.    He 
knows  bow  to  aggravate  sioi  to  strengthen  unbelief,  to 
raise  objections  against  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  or  to 
work  upon  the  imagination,  and  to  fill  us  with  dark,  un» 
eomfortable,  wild,  or  wicked  thoughts.  But  if  he  assaults 
you  in  any  of  these  ways,  you  need  not  fear  him ;  tor 
he  is  a  conquered  and  a  chained  enemy  :  Jesus  has  con- 
quered him,  he  has  broken  his  power,  and  taken  away 
his' dominions,  so  far  as  concerns  those  who  flee  for  refuge 
to  the  hope  of  the  Gospel.     And  Jesus  hi*lds  him  in  a 
chain,  and  sets  limits  to  his  rage  and  malice,  beyond 
which  he  cannot  pass.     Nor  should  he  be  permitted  to 
open  his  mouth  agaimt  the  peace  of  his  people,  but  that 
the  liOrd  intends,  (for  his  greater  confusion,)  to  make 
hkn  an  unwilling  instrument  of  promoting  their  good* 
By  these  exercises  they  learn  to  priae  his  free  salvation, 
and  to  depend  upon  his  gtace  alone ;  for  they  find  they 
are  not  able  to  stand  against  their  enemy  by  their  owa 
atrength.     Therefore,  fear  him  not ;  he  who  delivered 
Daaielfrom  the  lions  will  deliver  vou«  make  vou  more 
than  conqueror  by  faith  in  his  name,  and  at  last  bruise 
Satan  under  your  feet. 

I  wonder  how  my  thoughts  have  turned  upon  this 
anbjrot.  I  am  sure  I  did  not  intend  it  when  I  sat 
down  to  w  rite,  and  if  I  had  studied  for  ooe«  I  certainly 
should  not  have  chosen  this.  If  it  ^bouSd  prove  a  wcvd 
in  9ta5c>n«  I  shall  be  glad.  Perhaps  it  may  :  tor  tlioudi 
I  k«K»w  not  the  presctit  state  of  your  mind,  it  is  kDo«  n 
to  the  Lord,  and  I  be^an  mv  letUT  with  a  desire  tiuit 
he  w\x:ld  direct  me  what  to  seod  \oq.  liomever.  ix  ii 
does  i^M  so  ftirrcthr  suit  \tHi  nov«  it  may  perbaps  beie- 
ailrr.  arsi  in  «be  nxwi  time  \t»i  mav  ie&d  ii  to  vv^.;:! 
ra«     Ske  know«  what  trmpcaiiocss  memo. 

[!Sj  cai^  »>T  dMT  Miss:  a&i  xsar  ibe  Loct^  be  wi:k 
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you.  Give  yonrself  to  him  every  day,  and  many  tioiA 
a  day;  remember  how  many  claims  he  has  to  you; 
especially  remember  this  one,  that  he  bought  you  ^th 
bis  own  blood.  He  died  that  you  might  live.  May 
the  name  of  Jesus  be  inrritten  upon  the  tablet  of  your 
heart,  and  be  as  a  seal  upon  your  arm  ;  that  all  your 
desires  and  all  your  actions  may  be  regulated  by  bis 
word,  directed  to  his  glory,  and  'animated  by  a  Uviiig 
principle  of  grace,  derived  from  him  who  is  the  foun- 
tain of  grace.  Two  things  alone  are  worth  a  serl* 
ous  thought — his  presence  and  his  image ;  the  one  to 
make  you  comfortable  in  yourself,  the  other  that  you 
may  shine  to  his  praise  as  a  light  in  the  world.  Tbesef 
Uessings,  and  the  increase  of  them,  are  gifts  which  ha^ 
bestows  without  money  and  without  price.  Yet  it  b  ouf 
part  to  wait  upon  him  for  them,  by  prayer,  by  reading 
bis  good  word,  and  frequenting  his  ordinances.  Thuir 
you  shall  know  if  you  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord. 

I  am  your  affectionate  friend. 


I  • 


»  . 


LETTER  II. 


My  dear  Miss  W****>  November  13,  1772. 


Y 


OUR  letter  tells  me  you  received  my  last  on  you» 
birth*day,  and,  for  aught  I  know,  this  may  come  about 
the  same  time. 

I  hope,  that  since  the  birth-day  you  speak  of,  you 
have  been  enabled  to  wait  steadfastly  and  patiently  upon 
the  Lord,  and  have  seen  much  of  his  goodness.  I  am 
glad  you  complain  of  evil  thoughts,  fears,  and  temptai-^ 
tions ;  fqr^ though  these  things  are  not  joyous  but  griev^ 
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ledge  of  bis  love  shall  make  you  hate  these  thoughts, 
tod  faith  in  his  blood  shall  deliver  you  from  the  guilt  of 
them ;  yet  you  will  be  pestered  with  them  more  or  less 
while  you  live  here,  for  sin  is  inwrought  into  our  con^ 
stitution,  and  our  souls  must  be  freed  from  our  bodied 
before  we  shall  be  fully  freed  from  the  evils  under  which 
we  mourn. 

Your  other  complaint  of  temptations  is  likewise  a 
good  one.  If  you  were  to  visit  some  young  ladies  who 
know  no  other  end  of  living  but  to  dress  and  dance,  and 
frequent  public  places,  and  if  you  were  to  ask  them  if 
they  are  troubled  with  Satan*s  temptations,  they  would 
think  you  were  out  of  your  wits.  Poor  things ;  they 
know  nothing  of  the  matter.  They  are  blinded  by  the 
god  of  this  world  ;  they  go  on  quietly  in  the  way  of  sin 
and  vanity,  careless  of  their  souls,  and  unmindful  of 
eternity.  While  they  continue  in  this  course,  you  may 
be  sure  Satan  will  not  disturb  them.  They  are  asleep, 
and  it  would  not  he  for  his  interest  to  do  any  thing  that 
might  awaken  them  out  of  their  pleasant  dream.  And 
if  you  were  thus  asleep,  he  would  be  content  that  you 
should  sleep  on  and  take  your  rest.  But  when  he  sees 
any  one  awakened  out  of  this  sleep,  he  probably  tries 
£rst  to  lull  them  asleep  again  ;  and  if  the  Lord  prevent 
that  by  his  mercy,  then  Satan  alters  his  measures,  and 
roars  like  a  lion  disappointed  of  his  prey.  Be  tliankful^ 
my  dear,  that  he  treats  you  as  an  enemy ;  for  luiserable 
is  the  state  of  those  to  whom  he  carries  it  as  a  friend. 
And  remember  that  he  is  chained ;  he  may  terrify,  but 
be  cannot  devour  those  who  have  fled  for  refuge  to 
Jesus.     And  the  Lord  shall  overrule  all  for  good. 

The  fear  you  express  on  account  of  the  falls  of  some 
professors  whom  ydu  thon;jrht  better  than  yourself,  wiir 
I  hope,  be  a  means^  by  the  Lord's  blessing,  oi  keeping 
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you  from  fklling  as  tbey  have  done.    It  is  said.  Be  not 
high-minded,  but  fear ;  and  again,  Blessed  is  the  man 

that  feareth  always.     If  you  .were  coming  to , 

(I  should  be  glad  if  you  were,)  and  you  heard  before 
jbu  set  out  that  many  had  been  robbed,  and  that  the 
it>bbers  were  still  upon  the  road,  I  could  not  blame  you: 
for  being  afraid ;  but  if  that  fear  led  you  to  procure  a 
guard  sufficient  to  protect  you,  then  you  might  travel 
with  safety,  notwithstanding  others  had  been  robbed. 
So  if  the  falls  of  professors,  and  a  sense  of  your  own 
danger,  make  you  cry  earnestly  that  God  would  keep 
you ;  he  will  hear  and  answer  your  prayer,  and  you 
shall  stand  safe  supported  by  his  power,  thoufi^h  many 
ftdl  around  you.  They  fell  because  they  did  not  look 
to  him.  You  cannot  be  too  jealous  of  3'our  own  heart, 
or  too  cautious  of  the  snares  you  are  exposed  to,  but 
you  have  no  cause  to  distrust  the  Lord ;  he  is  able,  and 
fiiithful  to  keep  those  from  falling  who,  sensible  of  tl^eir 
own  weakness,  cry  daily  to  him.  Hold  thou  me  up,  and 
I  shall  be  safe.  Continue  in  prayer,  that  you  may  be 
preserved  humble  and  abased  in  your  own  eyes,  and 
then  I  am  sure  you  will  nut  fall. 
I  am  sincerely, 

Your  affectionate  friend  and  servant. 


LETTER  III. 
My  dear  Miss,  ,  March  23,  177S. 

J.N  your  last  you  intimated  some  expectation  of  receiv- 
ing a  letter  from  me  on  or  about  your  birth  day : — '*  So 
"she  shall,*'  thought  I,  "  if  we  live  so  long ;  and  accord- 


iiH;tv  r  mtdet  fMnsoraiKtum  in  my  head,  to  write  to  Mist 
W^'^tbe  twenty- third  of  March,  that  she  may  have  it 

00  the  twenty-iburth,  which  is  her  birth-day.   Jost  now 

1  sat  down  to  comply  with  this  order ;  but  how  did  I 
Stiare,  when,  taking  op  your  tetter,  1  found  your  birtb-da]^ 
Was  nof  the  twenty-fourth,  but  the  fourth.  So  atl  m} 
punctuality  is  thrown  away,  and  all  the  pretty  things  I 
mH{ht  have  tried  to  say  upon  the  subject  of  a  birth-day^ 
are  almost  three  ^eeks  out  of  season.  Well,  I  must 
make  tb^  best  of  it,  and  congratulate  you,  not  that  yois 
are  exactly  so  many  years  old,  (1  know  not  bow  many,) 
but  so  many  years  and  twenty  days. 

'  If  I  thought  you  did  not  seek,  and  in  a  measure  know^ 
the  Lord's  salvation,  I  should  not  congratulate  you  at  alL 
1  have  often  been  struck  with  the  absurdity  of  worldly 
people  making  their  birth-day  a  season  of  joy,  unless  ia 
the  year  when  they  come  to  age,  and  are  released  frooi 
the  restraints  of  parents,  tutors,  and  guardians,  and  at 
liberty  to  act  just  as  self  dictates*  In  other  respects^ 
should  they  rejoice  every  year  on  a  certain  day,  that  they 
have  a  year  less  to  live  where  their  hearts  and  their 
treasures  are  fixed,  and  are  a  year  nearer  to  their  eter- 
nity which  they  cannot  bear  to  think  of?  Ah,  how  many 
are  jovial  on  their  birth*day,  u  ho  uill  at  length  see  cause 
to  wish  they  bad  never  been  born  !  But  you  have  reasoa 
to  bless  Cod  tor  your  birth,  since  he  has  been  pleased 
to  make  you  partaker  of  a  new  and  heavenly  birth,  and 
to  admit  you  into  the  number  of  his  children.  He  sent 
you  into  the  world  at  such  a  time,  and  under  such  cir^ 
cumstances,  as  that,  in  his  appointed  hour,  you  might 
bear  and  receive  the  (lospel  of  his  grace. 

Were  it  possible  you  could  be  intonned  of  the  his- 
tory of  all  who  were  bom  into  the  world,  tlie  same  year 

or  the  same  day  with  yourself^  I  mean  especially  of 
•  Vor.  VI.  2  L 
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yom  own  sex,  it  would  give  you  an  affiectinfr  view  of 
the  mercies  by  which  the  Lf(ird  has  distinguished  yda 
from  Ihousaods.  Many  of  them  are  already  in  eter- 
iity,  and  perhaps  the  greater  part  of  these  taken  away 
before  they  knew  why  they  came  into  the  world.  Could 
-you  visit  those  of  them  who  are  st>ll  living,  you  would 
find  some  crippled,  deformed,  blind,  or  deaf;  some  de- 
fective in  their  faculties,  some  laneuishing  under  incur* 
#ble  diseases,  some  struggling  under  poverty,  destitute 
of  triends  or  food ;  some,  having  bec^n  accustomed  to 
evil  examples  from  their  infancy,  and  not  being  fa- 
voured with  the  means  of  instruction,  are,  though  young 
JB  years,  already  grown  old  in  sin.  Perhaps  you  would 
bardly  find  one  in  the  whole  number  so  remarkably 
favoured  in  all  respects  as  yourself.  When  you  had 
finished  your  survey,  would  not  your  heart  adopt  and 
feel  the  sentiment  in  the  hymn— 

Are  these  thy  favours,  day  by  day, 

To  me  above  the  rest  ? 
Then  let  me  love  thee  more  than  they, 

And  try  to  serve  thee  best. 

I 

,But  the  chief  mercy  of  all  is,  that  the  Lord  hath  drawn 
you  to  seek  his  face,  and  to  place  your  happiness  iu  his 
favour ;  wiUiout  this,  the  possession  of  all  that  the  t  artli 
can  afford  would  be  of  little  worth.  May  he  encourage 
and  animate  you  to  press  forward  to  the  prize  of  your  high 
calling.  May  his  good  spirit  teach,  warn,  and  comtort 
you,  and  keep  you  ever  mindful  that  there  is  no  safety 
but  in  a  continual  dependence  upon  him.  Satan  is  a 
watchful  enemy  ;  he  studies  our  situation  and  disposi- 
tion, that  he  may  spread  snares  for  us  to  the  greatest 
advantage,  and  is  notonly  to  be  dreaded  when  be  fights 


directly  afgainst  our  faitli  and  peace  as  a  roaring  lioQ^ 
but.  is.  oft^n  as  near  and  as  dangerous,  when  we  are 
XMdy  to  think  him  at  a  distance.  He  sometioies  lays 
lus  schemes  with  little  noise,  and  prevails  before  he  ia 
perceived.  But  they  that  humbly  look  unto  the  Lord  to 
k^eep  them,  shall  be  preserved.  I  hope  you  will  be 
•onstant  in  all  the  means  of  grace,  especially  in  secret 
prayer,  and  a  close  attention  to  the  word  of  God ;  if 
these  are  neglected,  or  a  formal  spirit  indulged  in  theoi, 
public  ordinances  may  be  frequented,  and  yet  the  soul 
grow  lean  and  dry,  and  get  little  benefit  from  theoou 
But  if  we  are  aware  of  our  weakness  and  danger,  ao4 
look  continually  to  the  Lord  to  hold  us  up  that  we 
may  be  satie,  he  h  ill  keep  our  teet  out  of  the  net  There 
are  too  many  professors  who  live  below  their  privi* 
leges ;  they  have  every  thing  of  religion  but  its  powor 
jand  its  comforts.  But  it  is  your  happiness  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  a  favoured  few,  who  approve  themselves 
in  good  earnest,  and  follow  the  Lord  with  their  whole 
heart,  like  Caleb  of  old.  I  trust  the  Lord  will  give 
you  to  be  like  minded  ;  to  walk  as  a  stranger  and  pil- 
grim, and  to  have  your  heart  and  conversation  in  hea- 
ven, where  Jesus  is ;  then  you  may  well  rejoice  in  every 
returning  birth-day,  and  say.  Now  is  full  salvation 
nearer  than  when  I  first  believed. 

Believe  me  to  be  your  aflfectionate  friep(i« 


LETTER  IV- 
My  dear  Miss,  November  9,  1773. 

X  AM  at  a  loss  how  to  writo,  not  having  a  letter  to  aii* 
twer.    It  is  true^  your  mamma  gave  me  some  hmt  of  4^ 
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subject,  tot  T  hatre  notbinfr  very  tnCerestiag  to  afier 
«fKHi  that  bead  al  present.    Kly  best  a  isties  and  iirayen 
•tiend  you,   diat  tbe  Lord  aiay  guide,  ahine  upoa, 
•nd  bl^  you  in   every   relation  and   circumstanoe 
•f  life  that  may  be  before  you.     I  have  reason  to  speak 
frell  of  tbe  marriage  state ;  and  it  always  gives  me  plea» 
anre  when,  in  tbe  way  of  my  office,  I  a»  called  to  tie 
ibe  marrii^e  knot,  when  I  have  reason  to  believe  tbe 
frospect  is  warranted  by  prudence,  the  parties  united 
1^  afiection,  and  that  they  come  together  in  the  fear 
smd  in  the  name  of  the  Lord.      I  think  I  may  take  it 
for  granted,  from  your  mamma's  letter,  that  these  re^ 
quisites  concur  in  your  concern,  and  therefore  I  heartily 
bid  you  God  speed.     And  I  congratulate  your  lover, 
iivboever  he  be,  believing  that  if  the  Lord  bestows  you 
upon  him,  and  gives  him  a  heart  to  value  you  aright; 
you  will  prove  a  treasure  and  a  blessing  to  him.    How^^ 
ever,  Kt  me  remind  you  upon  this  occasion,  that  vanity 
is  deeply  engraven  upon  all  below  the  skies,  and  tliat 
the  more  happy  we  are  in  creature-comforts,  so  much 
tbe  more  are  we  expo^^ed  to  snares  and  cidsses,      O, 
bow  happy  is  it  to  know  the  Lcird,  the  fountain  of  living 
waters!  for  every  other  acquisition  \iiihoiJt  him   it  ill 
|irove  a  broken  cistern.      liut  as  be  has  tau^^ht  your 
heart  to  choose  and  rest  in  bimsclt  supremely  as  your 
portion,  you  have  a  warrant  from  his  gracious  promises 
to  hope,   that  he  will  bless  you  in  all  your  connexions 
and  concerns.     In  the  mean  time  I  trust  you  are  pray- 
ing to  the  Lord  to  guard  and  strengthen  you  against 
the  new  stratagems  and  devices  uhich  Satan,  so  iaras 
be  is  permitted,  will  plot  against  your  peace  and  stead- 
fastness, when  you  shall  enter  upon  a  new  and  untried 
situation.    Pray  that  you  may  be  deeply  impressed  with 


the  ancertunty  of  this  state  of  thiogs,  and  the  emfiil. 
Best  ot  all  creature  good  in  comparifon  of  the  light  «f 
God's  oenoteciance,  mbich  it  better  than  life.  Hoir 
different,  for  the  most  part,  is  the  appearance  betwem 
m  wedding-day  and  a  dyiog<*day ;  yet,  howeter  long  the 
intervid  may  be  between  them,  the  latter  must  com^ 
and  then  the  space,  which  in  prospect  might  seem  long» 
will  affect  us  no  more  than  the  remembrance  of  a  morning 
dream.  Could  I  have  been  told  when  I  married,  that 
Mrs.  N****and  I  should  live  together  more  than  twentj^- 
three  years ;  that  our  affection  should  increase  as  we 
went  on ;  that  the  Lord  would  favour  us  with  a  path 
remarkably  smooth,  and  exempt  us  from  nine  trials  out 
often  nhich  are  ordinarily  found  in  wedded  lite;  how 
would  my  poor  vain  heart  have  been  elated  !  Well,  all 
this  and  more  has  happened.  For  almost  twenty-four 
years  past,  I  have  never  seen  a  single  day  or  hour  in 
which  1  wished  to  change  my  situation  with  any  person 
upon  earth ;  and  we  are  ^till  spared  to  each  other.  But 
now,  shall  I  tell  you  what  I  see  when  I  take  a  review 
of  past  times.  Forgetful  as  I  am,  I  can  recollect  in- 
numerable instances  of  the  Lurd's  mercy.  We  set  out 
in  life  like  tno  strangers  who  had  a  wildernesa  before 
them,  and  knew  not  a  single  step  ot  the  way ;  but,  ohf 
how  wonderfully  has  lie  led  us !  I  can  recount  likewise 
innumerable  evils,  snares,  sins,  trials,  and  inquietudes^ 
which,  if  put  together,  would  njake  a  large  abatement 
of  what,  if  viewed  in  the  lump,  might  seem  a  uniform 
course  of  happiness  and  satisfaction.  And  as  to  all 
the  rest,  it  is  gone  beyond  recall ;  the  shadows  of  the 
evening  are  beginning  to  advance  over  us,  and  how 
miserable  should  we  now  be  if  our  hope  was  only  in 
^is  life !  May  the  Lord  write  upon  your  heart,  while 
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]fou  are  young,  a  conviction,  that  communion  with  him^ 
and  grace  to  glorify  him  and  serve  him  in  the  worId> 
are  the  only  things  which  make  life,  in  its  best  estate^ 
vmluable  or  desirable. 
*  Pray  for  me,  and  believe  me  to  be, 

Sincerely  yoursr^ 


4^ 
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The  Rbv.  Ma.  S****. 


LETTER  I. 


W, 


My  dear  Sir,  August  1,  1774. 


E  were  very  glad  to  hear  so  fiLvourable  an  account 
of.your  health,  but  your  letter  to  Mr.  ♦*♦*,  (we  were 
wilb  him  when  it  came  to  hand,)  rather  balked  the 
hope  we  had  entertained,  that  you  would  be  well  in  a 
feA-  days.  Therefore  we  shall  be  glad:.to  hear  from 
you  again,  for  we  sincei^ely  feel  ourselves  much  ini- 
tercsted  in  all  that  concerns  you.  Howevefr.l  know 
that  you  are  in  safe  and  merciful  hands,  andhtbat  the 
L(>fd  loves  you  better  than  we  can  do.  Though  we 
may  mistake  in  estimating  particulars,  we  are  sure  that  ' 
the  sum-total  ot  all  dispensations  will  be  good.  Health 
is  good  while  the  Lord  preserves  it,  and  sickness  is  still 
better  when  he  appoints  it.  He  is  good  when  he  grants 
eur  wishes .  and  multiplies  our  comforts ;  and  he  is 
good  when  he  sends  us  trials  and  crosses.  We  are 
short-sighted,  and  cannot  see  how  many  end  what  im- 
portant cohsequencds  depend  upon  every  iorn  in  life; 
but  the  whole  chain  of  events  are  open  to^  hb  view. 


al« 
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When  we  arrive  in  the  land  of  lis^ht,  we  shaH  htve  4ai^ 
affectini;  retrospect  of  the  vj^y  by  Vbich  the  Lord'  our 
God  led  us  in  this  wilderness.  W^  shall  th6n  see  that 
whenever  we  were  in  heaviness,  there  was  a  need  be  for 
it  We  shall  then,  I  doubt  not;  femember,  amongst 
our  choicest  blessings,  those  things  which,  while  we 
were  here,  seemed  the  hardest  to  account  for,  and  the 
hardest  to  bear.  Perhaps  we  were  sinking  into  a  luke- 
warm formality,  or  spiritual  pride  was  springing  up,  or 
Satan  was  spreading  some  dangerous  snare  for  our 
feet  How  seasonable  and  important  at  such  a  time  is 
the  mercy  which,  under  the  disguise  of  an  affliction, 
gives  an  alarm  to  the  soul,  qwkens  us  to  prayer,  makes 
us  feel  our  own  emptines^/i&nd  preserves  us  from  the 
enemy *8  net  Ttiese  reflections  are  applicable  to  all 
the  Lord's  people,  but  jfimphatically  so  tq  his  niininters. 
We  stand  in  the  fore^front  of  the  battle/  The  nature 
of  our  employmet^j£«xpose8  us  to  peculiar  danffeiv; 
more  eye»  are  up0n  ua ;  our  deviations  are  more  lib'* 
served  and  have  worse  effects,  both  with  respect  to  the 
church  and  l|jll§  world,  than  if  we  were  ia  private  life. 
By  our  own  sufferings  we  learn  like\«ise,  (the  Lord 
sanctifyiiQp  them  to  that  end,)  to  sympathize  with  the 
afflictgf^^and  to  comfort  them  from  the  experiences  we 
have  Hid  of  the  Lord*s  goodoeas  and  faithfulness  to- 
ourselves.  I  trust  you  frill  be  thankful  for  your  late: 
exercises,  and  that  wein  due  time  shall  have  to  join 
you  in  thanking  the  Lord  for  restoring  you  to  health 
and  strength,  and  tljiit  you  will  come  forth,  under  the 
firesh  anointings  Q0^\\s  Holy  Spirit,  to  publish  the  glad 
tidings  of  salvation,  and  win  many  souls  to  the  know« 
ledge  of  J^s^lf 

I  mentijjffJN  having  been  at  Mr.  ****'s.     We  went 
on  Tuesf^  morning,  and  did  not  return  till  Saturday 


-*  T 
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J«  ^ad  Dot  the  Sabbath  service  called  me  home^ 

wf  ipe  ^oulc^ave  staW  longer.     It  was  a  happy 

Jbnitjr ;  I  ^beblire  mJ|iilOly  so.      We  talked  of 

you,  and'  shouM  have  bceAigyi4/lo  have  had  you  with 

•U|p     I  have  seldom  beeti  in  a  faniil^  where  I  thought 

myself  more  at  home^  or  whero  I  have  been  more  sa- 

tislSed  that  the  biessing^of  the  Lor^Tdwelt.    I  returned 

in  some  measure  thankful  and  reires^ed.    I  have  great 

reason  to  be  thankful  that  my  spirit  is  not  confined 

.within  the  paper  walls  of  a  denomination;  for  I  have 

had  frequent  proof  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  not 

be  restrained  within  such  narrow  bounds.      May  my 

^oul  be  ever  fre^  to  unite''* with  all  that  love  the  Lord 

Jesus  Ghr^bt  in  sincerity,  wkhoui  regarding  those  lesser 

differences  which  will  soon'^ij^  done  away. 

Your  prayers  and  kind  ^Ibjlies  for  me  and  mine  I 

heartily  thank  you  for,  and  hopflhMe  shall  repay  you,  (as 

we  are  enabled,)  in  kind.      Mate  here  have,  indeed, 

refison  to  speak  well  of  the  Lord.  \  He  has  been  very 

gracious  to  us.     Cut,  alas !  most  of  4is  may  complain 

of  ourselves.     But  unworthy  as  we  arQ^  he  bears  with 

us  ;  he  multiplies  pardons,  and  keeps  us  n|u^n  the  whole 

in  a  persuasion  that  his  loving  kindness  is  Letter  than 

life.      The  workingsj:)f  a  corrupt  nature,  atuR|he  sub- 

tilty  of  our  spiritual  gjngijoies,  cause  us  mucborrcise; 

but  we  find  one  with  us  wlj^js  greater  than  our  hearts, 

and  greater  than  he  that  is  in"|^e  world.    When  I  look 

at  some  of  my  people,  I  am  nl|i^d  both  w  ith  joy  and 

shame  ;  joy,  to  see  that  the  Loi^^has  not  suffered  my 

labour  among  them  to  he  in  vain  ;  ''^ame,  to  think  that 

I  have  preached  so  much  more  effecm^Uy  to  them  than 

to  my  own  heart     It  is  my  mercy  thaU  am  not  under 

the  law,  but  under  grace.     Were  it  not  IGQEhthis  thought 
Vol..  VI.  ^         2  M  '^  6   ; 


'■:■•', 
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I  should  sink.  But  His  ^ven  me  to  know  that «Rfeiifeft  is 
all  to  them  who  are  nottung.  The  promise  whe^eyfi) 
trust;  and  the  power  of  trusting  in  it,  are-  boA  froiii 
him,  and  therefore  I  am  ^rticouraged  to  plead,  ''  Re- 
^  member  thy  word  unto  thy  servant,  wherein  thou 
"  hast  caused  me  to  hope.**  A  sure  promise,  a  com- 
plete atonement,  a  perfect  righteousness,  an  Almighty 
Saviour,  who  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost,  and  has 
'aaid,  *^  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.*"  These  are  the 
weapons  with  which  I,  (alas,  how  feebly !)  oppose  the 
discouragements  which  arise  from  self  and  unbelieil 
I  am  sincerely,  de^r  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  aqd  obliged. 


I 


LETTER  n. 
My  dear  Friend»  October  6,  1T74. 


HAVE  two  letters  to  thank  you  for  ;  and  was  think- 
ing  of  answering  the  first,  when  the  second  came.  The 
contents  gave  me  pleasure.  My  poor  prayers  have 
been,  and  shall  be,  for  you  ;  and  that  I  might  be  with 
you  in  spirit  as  much  as  possible,  I  thought  I  uould 
write  to  you  on  your  nedding-day.  May  the  good 
Lord  say  Amen  to  your  engagenients  and  desires,  and 
give  you  in  each  other  a  help  meet,  a  counsellor,  a. 
comtbrtcr;  may  he  fill  vour  ht arts  with  his  peace,  ^ive 
you  a  daily  increase  ot  happiness  in  your  connexior^ 
that  you  may  be 

Enamoured  more,  us  more  remembrance  swells 
"With  11UU17  a  proof  of  recollected  love  ! 
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!And*  ilrhite  the  Lord  blesses  your  relation  outwardly, 
in  m^qoidst  of  bis  best  gifts,  and  the  mo^^t  endearing 
liitisfoction  that  creatures  can  afiord,  m  ay  you  both 
bave  grace  to  remember  that  you  are  not  your  oho, 
that  this  is  not  your  re^t.  that  the  time  is  short,  aQ4 
tliat  the  light  of  God's  countenance  is  still  compara- 
tively, "  The  one  ihinjj;  needful." 

I  have  been  interrupted  since  I  began  my  letter,  and 
\  must  leave  it  again  soon  to  go  to  my  children,  for  it 
is  almest  eleven.  I  may  now  salute  you  as  one^  and 
from  the  time  of  my  standing  in  wedded  life,  I  shall  take 
the  liberty  of  assuming  the  professor^s  chair,  and  oifer- 
ing  you  a  little  lecture  upon  the  subject.  May  the 
Lord  prompt  my  heart  and  guide  my  pen. 

Marriage  is  undoubtedly  the  most  important  concern 
with  respect  to  this  world,  iq  which  we  can  engage. 
It  has  an  influence  upon  every  action,  apd  every  hour 
of  the  future  life. ,  The  success  depends  not  upon  ap- 
pearances, for  they  are  changeable,  nor  upon  our  pnQ« 
sent  affections  or  purposes,  for  we  are  frail  inconstant 
creatures,  and  prone  to  be  soon  weary  of  tbe  possession 
of  our  warmest  wishes,  but  entirely  upon  tbe  blessing 
of  the  Lord,  without  which  no  union  can  subsist  We 
see  too  many  instances  of  people  who  come  logether« 
with  all  seeming  advantages^  and  yet,  from  untoreseeo 
causes,  tbe  affection  which  promised  to  be  permanent 
gradually  subsides  into  indifference,  and  perhaps  ter- 
minates in  disgust  We  cannot  wonder  at  it,  when  we 
consider  bow  seldom  the  Lord  is  duly  acknowledged 
either  in  tbe  choice,  the  pursuit,  or  the  attainment  of 
the  object.  It  is  your  mercy  and  Mrs.  ****'s,  that  be 
taught  you  both  to  seek  bis  direction,  and  to  depend 
upon  his  providence  in  bringing  this  weighty  affair  tq 
an  issue;  and  therefore  you  may  cheerfully  ei^pect  re-^^ 
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peated  proo6  f bat  he  did  not  bid  you  seek  his  face  ki 
Vsin.  Since  I  began  this  paragraph  I  have  beenf  with 
toy  children,  and  the  passage  which  came  in  course  for 
iDjr  Exposition  to  them  was  Cienesis  xxiv.  It  vras  qutte 
a^propos  to  the  case  upon  my  mind.  The  historical 
phirt  of  the  Old  Testament,  so  far  as  it  concerns  nations, 
IS  undoubtedly  put  into  our  hands  as  a  specimen  of  the 
Lord's  government  over  all  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  \X\e  history  of  his  care  and  providi  nee  over  the  per- 
sonal and  family  concerns  of  hir>  childrtn  fn)Ui  a^^e  to 
age.  I  lis  interposition  is  nut  always  so  obvious  to 
sense  now  as  it  often  wa^  then;  but  it  is  as  real  and 
tiecessary  in  itself,  and  not  less  evident  to  faith  when 
in  exercise.  Ht*.  provided  and  prepared  you  for  each 
bihsT ;  he  opened  the  way ;  he  l)as  brought  you  toge- 
ther, and  now  he  will  be  with  \ou  to'blcssyour  iinion> 
to  guide  you  with  his  eye,  to  be  }Our  sun  and  your 
shield.  And  yet  there  are  so  many  evis  in  our  hearts 
to  be  checked,  and  the  comparative  vanity  and  empti- 
ness of  all  below  the  skies  is  a  lesson  so  very  needful 
to  be  learnt,  and  so  unattainable  in  any  other  way  than 
by  experience,  that  we  must  expect  at  tinies  to  find 
bitter  mingled  witli  our  sweet,  and  some  of  our  sharpest 
pains  flowing  from  the  sauje  tource  with  our  most 
valued  pleasures. 

I  am  now  far  advanced  in  the  twenty  fifth  year  of 
marriage  ;  and  though  I  set  out  blindfold,  and  was  so 
far  infatuated  by  an  idolatrous  passion,  that  for  a  while 
I  looked  no  higher  for  happint  ss  than  to  a  worm  like 
myself;  yet  the  Lord,  whose  dealings  with  me  have 
always  been  singular,  did  not  deal  with  me  as  I  de« 
served.  He  sent,  indeed,  again  and  again,  a  worm  to 
the  root  of  my  goutd,  and  many  an  anxious  trembling 
hour  I  suffered ;  but  he  pitied  my  weakness^  gradually 
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Opened  my  eyes,  and  while  he  in  some  measure  weak- 
ened and  mortified  the  idolatrous  part  of  affection,  he 
SBiHed  upon  that  part  of  it  which  was  lawful  and  sub- 
ordinate, and  caused  it  to  flourish  and  strengthen  fironi 
yNir  to  year.  When  I  look  back  upon  my  past  Kf(^ 
and  look  around  in  the  world,  I  mean  especially  as  a 
husband,  I  cannot  but  say,  my  lot  in  life  has  been  most 
happy.  Few,  I  think,  can  have  been  more  favoured  } 
and,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  I  never  wished^ 
for  a  single  minute,  it  were  possible  to  exchange  situa- 
tion with  any  person  upon  earth.^  And  yet  what 
is  it  I  have  known !  When  I  recollect  my  wedding- 
day,  the  circumstances  are  so  present  with  me,  that  it 
seems  as  if  it  were  but  yesterday,  and  all  the  interval 
but  a  dream.  If  I  take  that  interval  to  pieces,  I  see 
indeed  that  goodness  and  mercy  have  followed  us  aHi 
our  days ;  I  see,  as  I  have  said,  that  we  have  had  a 
large  share  of  such  happiness  as  this  world  can  afford^ 
but  at  the  same  time  mingled  with  so  many  trials,  that 
though  the  Lord  mercifully  parcelled  them  out,  and  has 
brought  me  safely  through  them  one  alter  another,  taken 
together,  they  have  made  very  large  abatements  in  tho 
article  of  pleasure. 

My  dear  frienc^s,  you  will  now  acquire  a  new  set  of 
feelings ;  how  sickness,  or  pain,  or  trouble,  affects  yoq 
in  your  own  persons  you  know,  but  how  you  will  be 
affected  by  them  in  the  person  of  a  husband  or  a  wife, 
you  have  yet  to  learn.  I  wish  you  may  know  as  little 
of  it  as  is  consistent  with  your  best  good ;  but  if  the 
Lord  loves  you  and  you  love  each  other,  now  and  then 
something  of  this  sort  will  be  needful.  Yet  be  not 
airaid ;  he  delights  in  the  prosperity  of  his  children, 
and  will  not  causelessly  afilict.     One  trial  of  mine  I 
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wish  yoo  may  be  wholly  freed  from,  the  experience  of 
m  deceitful  and  desperately  wicked  heart,  and  that  you 
may  never  have  to  confess,  as  I  do  to  you,  that  my  per- 
Terseness  and  ingratitude  have  discovered  themselves 
moit  frequently  and  most  flagrantly,  by  occasion  of  that 
very  instance  of  his  goodness,  which  in  a  temporal  view 
I  account  the  chief  blessing  of  my  life.  This  has  been 
an  abatement  indeed.  How  often  have  I  wondered 
that  he  has  not  punished  me  in  kind,  and.  taken  away, 
the  desire  of  my  eyes  with  a  stroke.  One  trial  we  have 
yet  to  come — the  alternative  of  leaving  or  being  left 
The  flesh  shrinks  at  the  thought  of  either :  and  since 
we  know  not  how  soon,  or  in  what  way,  a  separation 
may  take  place,  there  can  be  no  abiding  peace  till  we 
are  enabled  to  commit  ourselves,  and  all  that  we  hold 
most  dear,  to  the  care  and  the  disposal  of  our  Lord. 
I  have  been  long  aiming  at  this,  and  it  seems  so  right, 
to  eligible  in  theory,  tliat  sometimes  I  think  I  have  suc- 
ceeded ;  that  I  have  made  an  absolute  surrender,  and 
am  well  satisfied  that  he  should  do  what  he  pleases,  and 
that  what  he  pleases,  must  be  best :  but,  alas !  the 
next  alartn  convinces  me  how  weak  I  am,  and  how 
afraid  and  unwilling  to  trust  him.  Yet,  surely  it  is 
the  desire  ut  my  soul  to  say,  without  reserve  or  excep* 
tiori,  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.  So  far  as  wq 
can  attain  to  tiiis,  we  are  happy. 

I  have  left  no  room  to  ansv^'er  your  letters.  I  could 
have  wished  for  a  (uore  favourable  account  of  your 
health,  but  hope  the  Lord  uill  gradually  confirm  it.. 
He"  a///,  for  he  is  power  ;  He  will,  for  he  is  love — if  it 
be  upon  the  whole  best  for  you.  I  am  glad  to  hear  of 
Mr.  ****,  the  second,  and  wi.sh  him  much  success,  and 
commend  my  love  to  him.     Mr.  ****,  the  firs^  has  lost 


\ 
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his  wife ;  I  suppose  he  had  her  not  much  above  a  year. 

So  trail  are  all  things  here  below. 

1  am  sincerely  yours. 


tETTER  m. 
My  dear  Sir,  May  81,  irr* 

Jl  hough  wc  aprccd  to  waive  apologies,  it  would  be- 
come me  to  make  a  very  bumble  one  if  I  should  long 
delay  writing,  now  you  have  favoured  me  with  a  second 
letter.  I  thank  you  for  both,  it  gives  us  real  pleasure 
to  hear  of  your  and  Mrs.  ****'s  welfare. 

I  rejoice  that  the  Lord  keeps  your  spirit  alive  in  bia 
work,  and  lets  you  see  that  your  labour  is  not  in  vain. 
O  the  honour,  the  blessedness  of  being  an  instrument  in 
his  hands  of  feeding  his  gathered  sheep  and  lambs,  and 
brinc^ing  wanderers  into  his  fold  !  Thai  is  a  striking  and 
beautiful  thought  of  the  apostle,  **  as  poor,  yet  making 
"  many  rich."    When  I  feel  my  own  poverty,  my  heart 
wandering,  my  head  confused,  graces  languid,  gifts  ap- 
parently dormant,  when  I  thus  stand  up  with  half  a  loaf, 
or  less,  belore  a  multitude,  and  see  the  bread  niiilliplj 
in  the  breaking,  and  that,  however  it  may  be  at  tlii 
time  with  myself  as  to  my  own  frelings,  the  hungry 
the  thirsty,  the  mourners  in  Zion,  are  not  wholly  disap 
pointed ;  when  I  find  that  some,  in  the  depth  of  thei 
•    outward  afflictions,  can  rejoice  in  me,  as  the  messengc 
by  whom  the  Lord  is  pleased  to  send  them  a  word  i 
season,  balm  for  their  wounds,  and  cordials  for  the 
Ctt.ses,  then  indeed  I  ma^nity  mine  office      Let  who  wi 
take  the  lead  in  the  cabinets  ot  princes ;  let  those  whoi 
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the  Lord  permits  shine  in  the  eyes  of  men,  as  states- 
men, generals,  or  favourites,  H6  has  ^iven  me  the  rfe^ 
sire  of  my  heart,  and  I  am  more  disposed  to  pity  than 
to  envy  those  whom  the  world  admires.  On  the  day 
when  the  Lord  admitted  me  into  the  ministry,  and  I 
received  ordination,  I  thought  he  had  then  ennobled 
me,  and  raised  me  to  greater  honour  and  preferment 
than  any  earthly  king  could  have  bestowed ;  and,  blessed 
be  his  name,  I  think  so  still,  and  had  rather  be  curate 

of .than  in  any  situation  the  world  can  afford, 

if  detached  from  the  privilege  of  preaching  the  Gospel. 
Yet  I  find  the  ministry  a  bitter  sweet ;  the  pleasure  is 
tempered  with  many  things  that  make  a  near  and  pain* 
fill  impression  upon  the  spirit ;  but  upon  the  whole,  it  is 
given  unto  me,  (and  I  trust  to  you  likewise,)  to  rejoice 
in  it. 

The  civility  of  your  genteel  neighbours  is  an  agree- 
able circumstance,  so  far  as  it  can  be  preserved  without 
inconvenience.  I  am  quite  of  your  mind,  that  our  call- 
ing as  Christians,  does  not  require  us  to  t>e  cynical, 
and  that  many  professors,  and  perhaps  preachers,  bring 
needless  trouble  upon  themselves,  for  want  of  a  gentle, 
loving  spirit.  The  Gospel  teaches  us  to  show  benevo- 
lence and  an  obliging!  carriage  to  all.  Yet  there  is  an 
extreme  upon  the  other  hand,  which  is,  upon  the  whole, 
more  dangerous.  They  are  singularly  favoured  whom 
the  Lord  is  pleased  to  guide  and  to  keep  in  the  golden 
mtajL  What  wc  call  a  polite  and  cultivated  behaviour, 
is  certainly  no  real  bar  to  timt  faithfulness  we  owe  to 
God  or  man ;  and  if  maintained  under  a  strict  Scrip- 
tural restraint,  may  greatly  soften  |)rejudices,  and  con- 
ciliate the  good- will  even  of  unawakencd  hearers  in  a 
considerable  degree.  But,  indeed,  those  who  have  it, 
have  need  of  a  double   guard    of  watchfulness  and 
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prayer,  for  iatet  anguis  in  herba;  and  unless  the 
eye  be  kept  very  single^  and  the  heart  dependent  upoH 
the  Lord,  we  are  more  liable  to  be  drawn  into  a  com* 
pliance  with  the  ways  of  the  polite  world,  than  likelj^ 
to  prevail  on  them  to  follow  us,  so  far  as  we  folloir 
Christ.  And  I  could  name  instances  where  it  has  ap^ 
peared  to  me,  that  the  probable  good  effects  of  a  wtrf 
feithful  testimony  in  the  pulpit,  have,  (humanly  speak-' 
]n«{,)  been  wholly  defeated,  by  too  successful  endeavoiira 
to  be  agreeable  out  of  it.  The  world  will  often  permit 
a  minister  to  think,  and  perhaps  to  preach,  as  he  pleasesy 
provided  be  will  come  as  near  them  as  possible  in  a  so- 
liable  conformity.  Sat  verbujii  sapienii.  I  hope  yod 
will  not  be  angry  with  me,  but  rather  impute  it  to  my 
tordial  affection,  if  I  feel  some  fears,  lest  the  kindness 
of  your  neighbours  should  insensibly,  in  some  degree  at 
least,  damp  your  zeal  and  abate  your  influence.  I  trust 
my  fears  are  groundless,  and  my  admonitions  quite  un- 
necessary ;  but  let  me  plead  the  old  line  in  my  excuse ; 

Res  est  soHiciti  plena  timoris  amor. 

I  see  you  possessed  of  all  advantages,  recommended 
by  family,  situation,  education,  and  address,  and  en- 
compassed, it  seems,  with  people  who  are  disposed  to 
receive  you  favourably  upon  these  accounts.  I  see 
you  stand  in  a  post  of  honour,  and  therefore  I  know 
Satan  eyes  you,  and  watches  subtilly  for  an  advantage 
against  you.  Were  he  to  raise  a  storm  of  persecution 
against  you,  and  attack  you  openly,  I  should  be  in  little 
pain  for  the  event.  For  I  believe  the  Lord  has  given 
you  such  a  sense  of  the  worth  of  the  Gospel,  that  you 
would  not  be  threatened  easily  into  a  timid  silence ;  and 

perhaps  that  natural  warmth  of  temper  which  you  SF)eak 
Vol.  VI.     ^  3  N 
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of|  might  be  of  some  advantage,  were  the  assault  made 
on  this  side.  This  perhaps  Satan  knuns  ;  he  knows 
how  to  suit  temptations  to  tempers  and  circumstances  ; 
and  if,  like  Achilles,  you  have  a  vulnerable  heel,  I  ap- 
prebend  you  more  in  danger  of  suffering  loss  by  the 
smiles  than  by  the  frowns  of  men.  Since  I  have  seen 
some  eminent  ministers,  whom  I  need  not  name  to  you, 
so  sadly  hurt,  both  in  their  experience  and  in  their  use- 
fulnesS)  (and  many  more  in  private  lite,)  by  worldly  con- 
nexions, I  am  ready  perhaps  to  take  the  alarm,  and  to 
sound  the  alarm  too  soon.  But  I  know  that  the  heart 
18  deceitful  in  all,  and  I  know  that  often  the  first  steps 
by  which  we  deviate  Irom  thi  path  ot  duty,  diverge  so 
gently  and  iniperceptibly  from  the  right  line,  that  we 
may  have  actually  lost  our  way  before  we  are  sensible 
ne  have  missed  the  road.  After  all,  I  hope  this,  my 
grave  remonstrance,  has  sprung  entirely  from  my  own 
misapprehension  of  a  few  lines  in  your  first  letter,  and 
will  stand  for  nothing  but  to  show  that  I  love  you,  and 
that,  professing  myself  a  friend,  I  dare  be  faithful.  If 
you  think  me  taulty,  of  course  you  will  not  write  till 
you  have  forgiven  nic,  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will 
forgive  me  soon,  or  my  punishment  will  be  heavy 
enough. 

I  hope  often  to  think  of  Mrs.  S****.  May  the  Lord 
preserve  her  safely  to  and  through  the  hour  of  trial, 
and  make  hera  jovful  niother.  May  you  both  rejiiicc 
hereafter  in  being  parents  to  a  vessel  ol  ujcrcy.  PU  ase 
to  give  our  respects  to  her.  You  may  assure  her,  I 
can  hardly  think  of  any  person  whose  idea  affects  me 
with  muie  estei in  and  regard  than  hers.  We  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  seen  you  both  here,  had  your 
journey  taken  place,  and>hall  be  so  at  any  time.  As 
t^  myself^  1  have  no  uioro  expectation  of  seqjng  the 
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Yorkshire  hills  than  the  Alps.  But  I  know  that  incli- 
nation is  not  wanting.  Mrs.  ****  uibhed  me  to  writ© 
a  good  while  ago,  for  her  mind  run  a  little  upon  some 
pretty  flowers  she  expected  from .  When  sea- 
son and  opportunity  suit,  if  you  can  spare  her  any  of 
jour  Yorkshire  beauties,  please  to  direct  them  to  Mr» 
****,  accompanied  with  a  line,  desiring  him  to  forward 
them  immediately. 

The  Lord  has  transplanted  some  more  of  my  flowers, 
CT  rather  his  own^  to  flourish  in  a  better  climate ;  but 
he  has  likewise  given  us  a  few  slips  and  seedlings  to 
supply  their  place.  The  word  does  not  flourish  here 
«s  I  ought  to  wish  it,  but,  through  mercy,  it  is  not 
wholly  without  effect.  We  are  in  good  harmony;  or- 
dinances are  prized,  and  a  Gospel  conversation  main- 
tained by  those  w  ho  profess.  Should  you  ask,  how  it 
is  with  myself,  I  know  not  what  ans\^er  to  give.  My 
experience  is  made  up  of  aenigm^s,  but  the  sum  and 
solution  of  all  is,  That  I  am  a  vile  creature,  but  I  have 
a  good  Lord.  He  has  chosen  me  ;  and  I,  ttirough  his 
rich  grace,  have  chosen  him.  I  trust  there  is  an  en- 
gagement between  him  and  my  soul,  which  shall  never 
be  broken,  because  he  has  undertaken  for  both  parts, 
that  he  never  nill  forsake  vie^  and  that  /never  shall 
forsake  him.  O,  I  like  those  royal,  sovereign  words,  *'  I 
"  will,"  and  "  You  shall !"  How  sweetly  are  they  suited 
to  the  sense  and  long  experience  he  has  given  me  of 
my  own  weakness,  and  the  power  and  subtilty  of  Satan  ! 
If  my  conflicts  terminate  in  victory,  it  must  b6  owing 
to  his  own  arm,  and  for  his  own  name's  sake ;  for  I  in 
myself  have  neither  strength  nor  plea.  If  I  were  not 
so  poor,  so  sick,  so  foolish,  the  power,  skill,  riches, 
wisdom,  and  mercy  of  my  Physician,  Shephord,  and  Sa- 
viour, would  not  be  so  signally  illustrated  in  my  owa 
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^aae.  Upon  this  account,  instead  of  complaining,  we 
nify  glory  in  our  infirmities.  O,  it  is  pleasant  to  be 
deeply  indebted  to  bim^  to  find  him,  and  own  bim  all 
in  all: 

Our  Husband,  Shepherd,  Brother,  Friend, 
Our  Guide  and  Guard,  our  Way  and  End ! 

I  beg  a  frequent  interest  in  your  prayers,  and  remaia^ 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  affectionate  and  obliged. 


I 


LETTER  IV. 


My  dear  Sir,  July  26,  1775. 


HAVE  been  a  little  impatient  till  I  could  find  a  lei- 
ffure  hour  to  thank  you  tor  your  very  oblit<ing  answer 
to  my  last.  I  ventured  a  good  deal  upon  my  opinion 
of  you,  or  I  should  not  have  written  so  freely;  and  I 
am  not  disappointed.  You  may  be  assured  that  I 
never  heard  a  w  ord  concerning  you  but  what  was  good  ; 
and  I  plead  the  manner  of  my  writing  as  a  proof  that 
I  saw  nothing  in  you  but  what  tended  to  endear  you  to 
me.  Had  I  observed  any  thing  with  pjy  own  eyesr 
ivhich  I  had  disapproved,  it  is  probable  I  should  have 
been  deterred  by  it,  from  expressing  that  fidelity  which 
you  are  so  kind  as  to  take  in  good  part.  My  suspicions 
did  not  arise  from  any  fear  of  you,  personally  consi- 
dered, so  much  as  from  the  feelings  of  my  own  heart, 
and  the  sense  I  have  of  the  weakness  of  human  nature, 
and  the  subtil ty  of  Satan  in  general.      Nay,  upon  se- 


let.  4u  To  the  Rev.  Mr.  «*♦*♦.  87^ 

cond  thoughts.  I  believe  that  there  was  notliing  in  your 
letter  from  «%  hence  such  suspicions  could  be  fully  and 
urarrantably  deduced.  However,  whether  I  would  or 
pot,  my  thoughts  took  such  a  turn,  I  seemed  to  be 
almost  satisfied  at  first  that  they  were  groundless ;  yet 
I  was  determined  to  communicate  them  to  you,  for 
such  reasons  as  these —  First,  I  was  persuaded  that,  at 
any  rate,  it  would  do  no  harm  to  drop  a  word  by  way 
of  putting  you  upon  your  guard,  since  I  knew  that  you, 
as  well  as  myself,  were  still  within  gun-shot  of  the 
enemy.  Secondly,  I  really  expected  that  you  would 
think  favourably  of  my  intention,  and  love  me  the 
better  for  it.  And  of  course  I  believed,  thirdly,  that 
the  proof  you  would  "ive  me,  under  your  own  hand,  of 
your  humility  and  uprightness  of  spirit,  in  receiving  my 
hint  as  I  meant  it,  would  heighten  my  regard  for  you, 
and  thus  our  friendship  would  be  mutually  stren«£th- 
ened.  All  has  happened  according  to  my  wishes  ;  and 
I  ought  to  ask  your  pardon,  when  I  confess  that  in  the 
interval  between  my  letter  and  vours,  I  sometimes  felt 
tny  heart  j^o  a  little  pit-a-pat,  for  fear  you  should  be 
displeased.  I  wronged  you  by  entertaining  the  most 
distant  apprehensfon  of  this  kind.  How  sorry  should  I 
have  been  to  have  grieved  you,  or  to  have  appeared  to 
you  in  the  disagreeable  light  of  a  busy-body,  or  a  dic- 
tator !  How  ever,  if  I  had  not  pretty  w  ell  known 
my  man,  I  ran  a  considerable  risk.  Indeed  my  pen  is 
apt  to  express  the  sentiments  of  my  heart  with  little  re- 
straint, when  I  write  to  those  whom  I  cordially  love 
and  esteem ;  but  surely  no  one  has  less  right  than  my- 
self to  set  *np  for  a  censor.  I  have  cnout^h  to  watch 
over  and  bemoan  at  hone ;  and  any  cautions  or  ad- 
vices which  I  occasionally  offer  to  njy  friends,  would, 
as  coming  from  me,  be  highly  impertinent  and  presum- 
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ing,  did  not  the  word  of  God  seem  to  "bear  mc  out  in 
supposing  that  the  hearts  of  others  are  in  some  degree 
like  my  own. 

'  Much  of  what  you  say  of  yourself,  I  think  I  can 
ftdopt  likewise.  I  hope  I  am  pretty,  generally  consi- 
dered among  my  acquaintance  as  a  lover  of  peace,  and 
therefore  I  am  amicably  treated  and  borne  with  on  all 
sides.  But  I  am  a  sort  of  a  middle  man,  and  conse- 
quently no  great  stress  is  laid  upon  me  where  the 
strengthening  of  a  party,  or  the  fighting  for  a  sentiment, 
is  the  point  in  view.  I  am  an  avowed  Calvinist :  the 
points  which  are  usually  comprised  in  that  term,  seem 
to  me  so  consonant  to  Scripture,  reason,  (when  enlight- 
ened,) and  experience,  that  I  have  not  the  shadow  of  a 
doitbt  about  them.  Hut  I  cannot  dispute,  I  dare  not 
speculate.  What  is  by  some  called  high  Calvinism,  I 
dread.  I  feel  much  more  union  of  spirit  with  some 
Arminiaiis,  than  I  could  wiili  sume  Calvinists ;  and  if  I 
thought  a  person  feared  sin,  loved  the  word  of  God, 
and  was  seeking  after  Jesus,  I  \iould  not  walk  the 
length  of  my  study  to  proselyte  him  to  the  Calvinist 
doctrines.  Not  because  1  think  them  mere  opinions^ 
or  ot  little  importance  to  a  believer — I  think  the  con- 
trary ;  but  because  I  believe  these  doctrines  will  do  no 
one  any  good  till  he  is  taught  them  of  God.  I  believe 
a  too  hasty  assent  to  Calvinistic  principles,  before  a 
person  is  duly  acquainted  uith  the  plague  of  his  own 
heart,  is  one  principal  cause  of  that  lightness  of  pro- 
fession which  so  lamentably  abounds  in  this  day,  a  chief 
reason  i\hy  many  professors  are  rash,  heady,  high- 
minded,  contentious  about  words,  and  sadly  remiss  a9 
to  the  means  of  divine  appointment.  For  this  reason 
I  suppose,  though  1  never  preach  a  sermon  in  which 
the  tincture  ot  Calvinism  may  not  be  easily  discerned 
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by  a  judicious  hearer,  yet  I  very  seldom  insist  expressly 
upon  those  points,  unless  they  fairly  and  necessarily  lie 
in  my  i%ay.     I  believe  most  persons  v  lio  are  truly  alive 
to  God,  sooneror  later  meet  with  some. pinches  in  their 
experience  u  hich  constrain  them  to  flee  to  those  doc- 
trines for  relief,    ^hich    perhaps    they  had  formerly 
dreaded  if  not  abhorred,  because  they  knew  not  how 
to  get  over  some  harsh  consequences  they  thought  ne* 
cessacily  resulting  from  them,  or  because  they  wer^ 
stumbled  by  the  miscarriages  of  those  who  professed 
thim.   In  this  way  I  was  made  a  Caivinist  myself;  and. 
I  am  content  to  let  the  Lord  take  his  own  way,  and  his 

Gwn  time,  with  others. 

I  remember  to  have  seen  a  letter  from  you  to  Mr. 

****,  but  I  can  recollect  nothing  in  particular  of  the 

subject :  but  I  suppose  if  I  had  disliked  it,  or  received* 

any  unfavourable  impressions  from  it,  some  traces  of 

it  would  have  still  remained  in  my  memory.      Front 

what  I  have  written  above,  and  from  the  beginning  of 

Omicron's  ninth  letter,  (which  was  wrilttn  in  answer  to 

one  fi:om  Mr.  ****,)  1  hope  you  will  believe  that  1  should 

be  much  more  likely  to  blame  his  forwardness  in  giving 

the  challenge,  than  your  prudence  in  declining;.     I  trust 

****  means  well ;  but,  as  you  say,  he  is  youngs  and  I 

know  not  but  the  kind  reception  he  met  with  in  York-^ 

shire  might  send  him  home  with  a  greater  idea  of  bis 

own  importance  than  he  carried  with  him  from  hence, 

I  suppose  it  was  just  about  that  time,  when  his  spirit 

nvas  a  little  raised,  that  he  w  rote  to  you.     Young  mea 

olten  make  mistakes  of  this  kind.   1  he  Lord  s  blessing 

upon  years,  expt  ricnce,   and  inv\ard  exercises,  cures 

them  of  it  by  degrees,  or  at  least  in  a  degree  ;  tor,  alas ! 

the  root  of  self  lies  deep,  and  is  not  easily  eradicated. 

We  were  very  glad  to  bear  that  Mrs.  Sr**^^  was 
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Ukely  to  do  well  after  her  delivery.  I  hope,  if  the  Lord 
spares  the  child  to  you,  he  will  be  numbered  among  the 
phildreo  of  his  grace.  If  he  call  him  home  by  a  short 
passage,  he  will  escape  a  number  of  storms  and  troubles 
iocklent  to  human  life.  I  know  not  how  to  regret  the 
death  of  infants,  especially  under  the  dark  apprehen- 
sions I  have  of  the  times.  How  do  they  appear  to 
you?  The  prevalence  of  sin,  and  the  contempt  of 
tbe  Gospd,  in  this  long-favoured  land,  make  me  appre- 
beosive  that  the  present  commotions  arc  but  the  begin- 
nings  of  sorrows.  Since  we  heard  of  the  commence- 
ment of  hostilities  in  America,  we  have  had  a  prayer- 
meeting  extraordinary,  on  a  national  account.  It  is 
held  on  Tuesday  morning,  weekly,  at  five  o'clock,  and 

is  well  attended.      We  are  not  politicians  at  — = ; 

but  we  wish  to  be  found  among  those  described,  Rzi»k. 
ix.  4.  We  pray  for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  a 
blessing  upon  our  public  councils. 

I  am  your  affectionate  and  obliged. 


LETTER  V. 

My  dear  Si  u,  Septembers,  1770. 

IF  I  were  disposed  to  make  you  wait  as  long  for  my 
letter  as  I  did  for  yours,  you  have  taken  an  efibciual 
method  to  prevent  me.  I  have  now  daily  a  monitor 
at  my  elbow,  saying,  when  will  you  write  to  Mr  ****? 
If  I  answer,  "  Before  very  long,"  the  reply  is,  "  Nuy, 
"  it  must  be  very  soon,  for  he  does  not  know  whither 
'*  to  send  the  flowers,  and  it  is  high  time  he  did.''  Thus 
I  am  likewise  precluded  from  making  any  merit  of 
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writing  90  speedily,  notwithstanding  your  long  silence; 
for  you  fliay  be  ready  to  think,  ^'  I  should  not  have 
V  beard  from  him  these  two  months,  if  Mrs.  ****  bad 
**  not  wanted  the  flowers.'*  However,  to  be  even  with 
you,  I  shall  beg  the  favour  of  a  letter  from  you  a  post 
or  two  before  you  send  them,  to  prevent,  (if  necessary^} 
fey  a  timely  inquiry,  such  a  sorrowful  disappointment  80 
we  had  last  year.  And  I  promise,  in  return,  not  to 
over-rate  your  punctuality  in  writing  so  soon,  but  to 
consider  it  as  an  occasional  favour,  which  I  must  not 
often  expect;  but  owing  to  the  importance  of  the 
iBowers,  and  your  kind  readiness  to  oblige  her.  Sic 
toi  non  vobis.  So  much  for  a  business,  in  which, 
for  want  of  taste,  I  have  no  great  personal  interest  my- 
self. I^ut  let  not  this  discourage  you ;  for  tholigh  a 
violet  or  a  cowslip  pleases  me  almost  as  much  as  any 
of  the  pompous  or  htgli-sounding  words  of  the  parterre^ 
Mr.  ****,  Mrs.  *♦**,  and  Mrs,  *♦*♦,  are  sufficiently 
qualilied  to  congratulate  your  skill  and  felicity  as  a 
florist. 

After  all,  I  acknowledge  flowers  have  their  value : 
they  are  very  beautiful,  and  therefore  pleasing ;  they 
are  very  transitory,  and  therefore  instructive.  All  flesh 
is  grass,  and  all  the  gloiy  of  man  as  the  flower ;  the 
flower  is  more  conspicuous  and  beautiful  than  the  grass, 
but  likewise  more  precarious  and  liable  to  fade.  Mi- 
nisters, some  of  them  at  least,  have  a  beauty  beyond 
the  grass,  tlie  bulk  of  their  hearers.  They  are  adorned 
with  gifts  and  advantages  of  knowledge  and  expression 
which  distinguish  them  for  a  time ;  but  the  flower  fadetb. 
How  precarious  are  those  distinctions  for  which  some 
admire  them,  and  for  which  they  are  in  danger  some* 
tiujes  of  admiring  themselves !    A  fever,  or  a  small 

change  in  the  animal  system,  may  deprive  them  of  their 
Vol.  VI:  g  O 


Mt  To  ihe  Bee.  Mr.  «***».  Let.  S 

abilities  ;  and  while  they  remain,  a  thousand  things  may 
happen  to  prevent  their  exercise  Happy  are  thosa 
wise  and  faithful  stewards,  who  know  and  approve  their 
talents  while  afforded,  who  work  while  it  is  day,  aware 
bow  soon,  how  suddenly,  a  night  may  overtake  them* 
They  may  be  hastily  removed,  cut  down  by  the  scythe 
of  death ;  or,  as  the  stalk  remains  after  the  flower  is 
faded,  they  may  outlive  their  usefulness,  and  then  the 
poet's  words  may  be  applied  to  the  most  accomplished 
instrument — 

Stat  magni  nomlnis  umbra. 

However,  the  true  servants  of  the  Lord  have  something 
that  will  not  decay.  Grace  is  of  an  abiding  nature, 
and  will  renrain  when  the  gifts  of  knowledge  and  elocu- 
tion arc  withered.  We  know  not  what  changes  we  may 
live  to  see ;  but  the  love  and  promises,  which  are  the 
pleasing  subjects  of  our  ministry,  are  unchangeable. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  that  we  are  remembered 
by  you  and  your  friends  ;  for  then,  I  hope,  you  pray  for 
us.  We  are  likewise  mindful  of  you.  Though  absent 
in  body,  I  am  often  present  with  you  in  spirit.  Satur- 
day evenin^^,  in  particular,  is  a  time  when,  if  I  am  not 
prevented,  my  mind  travels  round  the  land  to  visit  the 

brethren,   and  I  seldom  miss  taking  H in  my 

way. 

The  ignorance  of  the  common  people  is  indeed  la- 
.  mentablc ;  we  have  aflbcling  instances  of  it  even  here^ 
where  there  has  been  no  sound  but  the  Gospel  heard, 
from  the  pulpits  of  either  church  or  meeting,  for  many 
years.  You  ask  what  I  think  the  best  method  of  re- 
moving it.  I  know  no  better,  no  other,  than  to  go  on 
praying,  preaching,  aud  waiting.  When  we  have  toiled 
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all  night  and  have  taken  nothing,  we  have  still  en- 
couragement to  cast  the  net  again.  It  must,  it  will  be 
80,  till  the  Lord  opens  the  understanding,  then  light 
shines  out  of  darkness  in  a  uioment  Should  this  ig- 
norance be  so  far  removed  from  the  head,  that  people 
can  form  tolerable  notions  of  the  truths  we  preach,  there 
is  but  little  real  advantage  gained,  unless  the  heart  be 
changed  by  divine  power.  But  the  moment  the  heart 
is  touched,  they  will  begin  to  know  to  purpose.  A  wa^ 
man  who  had  heard  me  for  years,  went  home  one  day, 
and  expressed  a  pleasing  surprise  that  I  had  entirely 
changed  my  manner  of  preaching.  ^'  Till  now,"  said 
she,  '*  I  have  often  listened  with  attention,  but  could 
^  never  make  out  any  thing  of  his  meaning ;  but  this 
^'  afternoon  be  preached  so  plainly,  that  I  understood 
"  every  word."  The  Lord  had  opened  her  heart  so 
suddenly,  and  yet  so  gently,  that  at  first  she  thought 
the  change  was  not  in  herself,  but  in  me.  It  is  well 
that  he  is  pleased  so  to  work,  that  we  should  have  ne 
pretence  for  assuming  any  thing  to  ourselves.  He  lets 
us  try  and  try  again,  to  convince  us  that  we  can  do  no* 
thing  of  ourselves ;  and  then,  often  when  we  give  up  the 
case  as  desperate,  he  comes  and  does  ail. 

Do  not  you  feel  something  of  1  Sam.  iv.  1 3.  in  this 
dark  day  ?  I  am  not  a  politician,  much  less  an  Ame* 
rican ;  but  I  fear  the  Lord  has  a  controversv  with  us* 
I  cannot  but  tremble  at  the  consequences  of  our  present 
disputes,  and  lest  the  disappointment  our  forces  met  with 
at  Charlestown  should  be  the  prelude  to  some  more 
important  miscarriage.  The  plans  of  our  operations 
may,  for  aught  I  know,  be  well  laid,  according  to  hu- 
man wisdom,  and  our  generals  and  admirals  well  quali- 
fied and  supported  to  carry  them  into  execution ;  but 
J  am  afraid  the  Lord  God  of  Hosts  is  but  little  acknow- 


in  To  fteJUt.  Mr.  «*«#*.  I^et.  & 

leriged  or  thought  of  in  our  councils,  fleets,  or  armies^ 
I  see  the  nation  in  general  hardened  into  that  spirit  of 
insensibility  and  blind  security,  which  in  all  former  ages 
and  nations  has  been  the  token  and  forerunner  of 
judgment ;  and  therefore  I  lay  but  little  stress  upon 
the  wisdom  of  the  ^^\se,  or  the  prowess  of  the  valinnt. 
I  think  if  our  sins  were  not  ripe  for  visitation,  the  Lord 
would  have  prevented  things  from  coming  to  the  pre* 
9€nt  extremities.  I  should  have  better  hope,  if  I  saw 
his  own  people  duly  impressed  with  the  present  awful 
appearances;  but,  alas!  I  fear  that  too  many  of  the 
wise  virgins  are  slumbering,  if  not  asleep,  at  such  a 
time  as  this !  May  the  Lord  pour  out  upon  us  a  spirit 
of  humiliation  and  prayer,  that  we  may  prevail,  if  pos- 
sible, for  our  country ;  or  if  wrath  be  decreed,  and  there 
be  no  remedy,  we  may  have  our  hearts  kept  in  f>eace, 
aiid  find  him  a  sure  sanctuary  for  ourselves.  Two 
texts  seem  especially  suited  for  our  meditation,  Luke 
xxi.  34 — 36.  Rev.  iii    10. 

I  trust  the  Lord  w  ill  reconcile  vou  to  his  will,  if  he 
removes  your  sister.  He  is  all-suiiicient  to  make  up 
every  loss ;  and,  indeed,  it  is  wrong  to  grieve  much  lor 
them  who  arc  called  away  from  sin  and  sorrow  to 
perfect  and  endless  happiness. 

I  have  had  an  excrescence  growing  on  my  thigh  six* 
teen  years ;  it  is  now  threatening  to  get  bigger,  and  there* 
fore  I  expect  soon  to  go  to  London  to  have  it  cradi" 
cated.  It  is  not  painful,  and  the  surgeon  tells  me  the 
operation  will  be  neither  difficult  nor  dangcTous ;  only  I 
roust  keep  house  for  some  weeks,  till  the  wound  be 
healed. 

I  am  sincerely  yours. 


Xet «.;  Ttf  ihtBtP.  Mr,  S*«««^.  3^ 


LETTER  VI. 


My  dear  Sir, 


JIf  you  think  proper  to  furnish  an  article  for  theYorlc 
Couraot,  you  nnay  inform  the  printer,  that  on  Saturday, 
the  ^8th  of  September  last,  his  present  majesty  king 
George,  (may  he  live  for  ever  !)  the  duchess  of /New- 
castle, lady  Wheeler,  prince  William,  and  several  other 

illustrious  names,  arrived  at .      They  travelled 

in  disguise,  or,  as  we  say,  incognito  ;  but  it  is  thought 
and  hoped,  they  will  appear  in  their  best  robes  before 
they  leave  the  place ;  to  ^  hich  they  already  discover  so 
strong  an  attachment,  that  they  are  in  a  manner  rooted 
to  it.  You  may  further  add,  )hat  the  same  aftemooii 
]D ,  aforesaid,  a  comet  and  eclipse  were  both  vi- 
sible at  the  same  time.  I  could  enlarge  in  the  mar* 
vellous  strain,  but  perhaps  this  is  a  quantum  sufficif  ; 
full  as  much  at  once  as  will  gain  credit  in  a  newspaper. 
Mrs.  ****  returns  you  thanks  for  your  present  and 
your  care.  And  we  both  wish  that  what  flourishes  at 
H—  ',  may  flourish  at  Olney.  What  avails  it  for  a 
flouer,  or  a  man  or  iioman,  to  bear  a  good  name,  if 
degenerated  from  the  characterii»tic  excellences  whi(^ 
the  name  imports  ?  A  tulip  that  has  lost  its  colours,  fk 
shrivelled,  detormed,  irregular  carnation,  would  not  Iqi^ 
preserve  their  places  in  youi  parterre  ;  much  lesscoul^ 
you  sufler  weeds  to  rear  their  tawdry  heads  among  your 
choice  flowers. — But,  alas!  how  is  the  Lord's  siaiden. 
the  proteasing  church,  over-run  !  Almost  every  lily 
grous  among  thurns  or  baleful  plants,  which  convert 
all  the  nourishment  they  draw  trom  the  soil  into  poison. 
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A  time  is  coming  when  all  that  he  hath  not  planted 
flhall  be  rooted  up.  May  we,  as  under  gardeners,  be 
furnished  with  grace,  wisdom,  and  diligence  to  detect, 
•nd,  as  much  as  possible,  to  check  every  root  of  bitter- 
Bess  that  would  spring  up,  both  in  the  plantation  at 
large,  and  in  our  own  hearts. 

I  am  like  your  flowers,  getting  apace  into  an  autumn 
4ltate.      The  Lord  grant  I  may  find  the  declension  of 
Tigour,  which  I  must  soon  expect  to  feel,  balanced  by 
%  ripeness  in  judgment  and  experience  as  you  speak. 
If  it  be  so  with  me,  it  is  in  a  great  measure  hidden 
from  mc.       To  be  sure  I  have  bad  more  proofs  of  an 
evil  nature  and  deceitful  heart  than  I  could  possibly 
expect  or  conceive  of  twenty  years  ago  ;  though  I  then 
thought  I  found  as  much  of  it  as  I  could  bear.     I  be- 
lieve  likeM'ise  my  understanding  is  more  enlightened 
into  the  three  great  mysteries  of  the  person,  love,  and 
life  of  Jesus.     Yet  I  seem  to  groan  under  darkness, 
coldness,  and  confusion,  as  much  as  ever.     And  I  be- 
lieve  I  must  go  out  of  the  world  with  the  same  language 
upon  my  lips  which  I  used  when  I  first  ventured  to  a 
throne  of  grace — Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  Lord,  a 
poor  worthless  sinner.    My  feelings  are  faint ;  my  ser- 
vices feeble  and  defiled  ;    my  defects,   mistakes,  and 
emissions  innunierable ;  my  imaginations  are  wild  as 
the  clouds  in  a  storm  ;  yea,  loo  often  foul  as  a  cemmon 
sewer.     What  can  I  set  against  this  mournful  confes- 
sion ?   Only  this — that  Christ  hath  died  and  is  risen 
egain ;  I  believe  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost, 
ttnd  he  hath  said,  "  Whosoever  cpmeth  unto  me,  I  will 
^  in  no  wise  cast  out."     Upon  his  person,  worth,  and 
promise,  rests  all  my  hope ;  but  this  is  a  foundation 
able  to  bear  the  j^reatest  weight. 

1  am  your  sincerely  aftectionate  and  obliged. 
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LETTER  I. 


My  dear  Child,  Olney,  September  8,  1779. 


WAS  glad  of  your  letter,  for  we  were  just  thinking 
of  you,  as  it  seems  you  were  of  us,  that  it  was  a  long 
time  since  we  heard  from  you.  When  you  want  a  letter 
from  me,  you  must  write  :  if  I  send  you  one  for  one^  I 
think  it  will  be  pretty  well. 

R****  died  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and  I  buried  him 
and  three  others  within  a  week.  All  four  were  rather 
young  people,  that  is,  about  thirty  years  of  age.  Last 
Sunday  evening  I  preached  a  funeral  sermon  for  Richard; 
the  text  was  Gen.  xlix.  \9-  That  short  verse  contained 
his  history  ;  and  I  hope  it  contains  yours  likewise.  ThQ 
first. part  is  suie  to  you  if  you  live ;  you  uill  meet  with 
many  troops,  sins,  tears,  cares,  and  troubles,  which  will 
ii^lit  against  you,  and  seem  at  times  almost  to  overcome 
you  ;  j:ea,  overcome  you  they  certainly  would,  if  you 
w  ere  to  figfi  them  in  your  own  strength.  If  you  should 
not.  aeck  and  love  the  Lord  Jesus,  you  would  be  de- 
2>troyed  bv  them.  But  I  cannot  bear  to  entertain  such 
a  thought;  surely  }ou  must,  you  will  love  him.     You 
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•  Kear  a  fn'^t  deal  of  his  beauty  and  goodness  ;  |)e)irve 
It,  for  It  is  true ;  and  that  a  great  deal  is  but  little  of 
what  ought  to  be  said  of  him'.  But  pray  him  to  show 
himself  and  his  own  love  to  your  heart ;  then  you  will 
love  him  indeed  ;  all  the  world  would  love  him,  did 
they  but  rightly  knovv  him.  Well,  if  you  love  the  Lord 
Jesus,  you  will  certainly  bvercome  at  last ;  and  then 
you  shall  have  the  crown  of  life,  and  all  the  happiness 
which  is  contained  in  the  promises  made  to  them  who 
overcome,  in  the  second  and  third  chapter  of  Revela- 

.  tions.  My  dear  child,  pray  to  him,  and  never  be  con- 
tent or  satisfied  till  you  feel  your  desire  and  love  fixed 
upon  him.  Nothing  less  will  content  me  for  you.  If 
you  should  behave  to  me  and  your  mamma  with  the 
greatest  tenderness,  affection,  and  attention  as  you 
grow  up,  (as  I  hope  you  will,  and  you  yourself  are  sen- 
sible you  ought,)  still  I  should  weep  over  you«  ii  I  saw 
you  negligent  and  ungrateful  towards  the  Lord.  We 
love  you,  and  would  do  much  to  show  it ;  but  we  could 
not,  we  dare  not,  be  crucified  for  you.  This  was  such 
love  as  only  he  could  show ;  judi^e  what  a  return  it 
calls  for  from  you.  Not  to  love  the  Lord,  is  a  dispo- 
sition of  the  height  ot  wickedness  and  the  depth  of 
misery. 

Believe  me  to  be  yours. 


LETTER  11. 
My  dear  Child,  Old  Jewry,  October  22,  1779. 

1  OU  may  well  expect  to  hear  from  me  ;  but  you  will 
hardly  expect  a  long  letter,  if  you  remember  wliat  little 


• 

leisure  T  have  in  London.  Almost  every  day  loads  ma 
with  debty  and  brings  me  letters  wbfeb  I  am  not  abla 
to  answer ;  but  my  dear  Betsey  miist  liot  be  forgotten. 
We  have  been  here  a  fortnight  and  upwards ;  the  Lord 
gave  us  a  pleasant  and  safe  journey.  Your  mamma  has 
heeOi  upon  the  whole,  comfortably  well ;  and  as  yoa 
luMw  we  are  at  Dr.  ^^^^\  I  need  not  tell  you  that  we 
are  situated  as  much  ta  our  minds  as  can  be,  in  the 
midst  of  so  much  noise  and  smoke.  But  here  I  caD 
Iwve  no  garden ;  no  pretty  walks  amongst  trees  and 
fields ;  no  birds  but  such  as  are  prisoners  in  iron  cages^ 
8o  that  I  pity  them,  for  all  their  singing. 

^t  the  same  #un  that  shines  at  N  ■  ■  ■,  is  often 
to  be  seen  at  London ;  and  the  Lord  Jesus,  like  the 
sun^  is  in  all  places  at  once.  Go  where  we  will,  we 
are  not  iar  from  him,  if  we  have  but  eyes  to  see  hin^ 
aiid  hearts  to  perceive  him.  My  dear  child,  when  you; 
look  at  the  sun,  I  wish  it  may  lead  your  thoughts  to 
him  who  made  it,  and  who  placed  it  in  the  firmament^ 
not  only  to  give  us  light,  but  to  be  the  brightest,  noblest 
emblem  <tf  ttimself ;  there  is  but  one  sun,  and  there 
needs  not  another ;  so  there  is  but  one  Saviour ;  but  he  i« 
complete  and  all-sufficient,  the  sua  of  righteousness,  thft 
fountain  of  life  and  comfort ;  his  beams,  wherever  they 
reach,  bring  healing,  strength,  peace,  and  joy  to  the  soujL 
Pray  to  him,  my  dear,  to  shine  forth,  and  reveal  himself 
to  you.  O,  how  different  is  he  from  all  that  you  have 
ever  seen  with  your  bodily  eyes  !  he  is  the  sun  of  the 
soul,  and  he  can  make  you  as  sensible  of  his  presence 
as  you  are  of  the  sunshine  at  noon-day;  and  when 
once  you  obtain  a  clear  sight  of  him,  a  thousand  little 
things,  which  have  hitherto  engaged  your  attention^  will 
in  a  manner  disappear. 

Vol.  VL  5  P 
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As  by^^  light  of  op'ning  day, 

The  stars  are  all  conceal'd  ; 
So  earthly  beauties  fiule  away. 

When  Jesus  is  revealed. 

I  entreaty  I  charge  you,  to  ask  bitn  every  day  to  show 
himself  to  you.  Think  of  him  as  being-  always  with 
you ;  about  your  path  by  day,  about  your  bed  by  niglit, 
nearer  to  you  than  any  object  you  can  see,  though  you 
siee  him  not ;  whether  you  are  sitting  or  walking,  in 
company  or  alone.  People  often  consider  God  as  if 
he  saw  them  from  a  great  distance :  but  this  is  wrong  ; 
fbr  though  he  be  in  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens  can- 
not contain  him ;  he  is  as  much'  with  us  as  with  the 
aogels ;  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being ; 
as  we  live  in  the  air  which  surrounds  us,  and  is  within 
us,  so  that  it  ciEmnot  be  separated  from  us  a  moment 
And  whatever  thoughts  you  can  obtain  of  God  from 
the  Scripture,  as  great,  holy,  wise,  and  good,  endeavour 
to  apply  them  all  to  Jesus  Christ,  who  once  died  upon 
the  cross,  for  he  is  the  true  God,  and  eternal  life,  with 
whom  you  have  to  do ;  and  though  he  be  the  King  of 
kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  and  rules  over  all;  he  is  so 
dHidescending  and  compassionate,  that  he  will  hear  and 
answer  the  prayer  of  a  child.  Seek  him,  and  you  shall 
find  him ;  whatever  else  you  seek,  you  may  be  disap- 
pointed, but  he  is  never  sought  in  vain. 

Your  very  affectionate. 


heLt.  ToMSit***:  SM 
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LETTER  III. 


My  dear  Child,        Charles'  Square,  Hoxton,  April  8, 1760. 


HAVE  heard  of  you  several  times  since  I  receimi 
yoar  letter,  which  I  wished  to  answer  before.  I  would 
be  thankful  that  you  are  well,  and  I  hope  you  are 
happy,  that  is,  in  the  common  sense  of  the  word ;  for 
strictly  speaking,  happiness  is  not  to  be  found  here.  I 
hope,  however,  you  are  cheerful,  thankful,  and,  in  some 
degree,  satisfied  with  your  lot;  and,  in  order  to  this,  I 
would  wish  you  to  look  around  you,  and  see  how  many 
children  are  sick,  while  you  are  well ;  poor  and  desti- 
tute, while  you  are  provided,  not  only  with  the  neces^ 
saries,  but  the  comforts  of  life.  How  many  again,  are 
exposed  to  hard  and  unkind  treatment,  whereas  you  are 
noticed  and  caressed,  and  have  kind  friends  abroad  and 
at  home.  Once  more  consider  how  many  are  brought 
up  in  ignorance  and  wickedness,  have  nothing  but  evil 
examples,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  will  go  from  bad  to 
worse  as  they  grow  up ;  while  you  have  the  advantage 
of  good  education  and  good  examples,  and  are  placed 
where  yon  can  hear  the  precious  Gospel,  by  which  the 
Lord  gives  faith  and  salvation  to  them  that  seek  him. 
Then  ask  yourself  how  it  is,  or  why  you  are  better  off 
than  they  ?  And  I  hope  there  is  something  within  yon 
that  will  tell  you,  whatever  the  reason  may  be,  it  is  not 
because  you  are  better  in  yourself,  or  deserve  better 
things  than  others.  Your  heart  is  no  better ;  you  like- 
wise are  a  sinner ;  you  were  born  with  a  sinful  dispo- 
sition, and  though  you  are  a  child,  you  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord:  so  that  had  he  been  strict  to  mark 


what  is  nm\Mj  he  might  justly  have  cut  you  oflf  long 
ago.  The  reason  why  you  are  so  fttvoured,  must  be 
the  Lord's  mercy  and  goodness.  He  pitied  you  when 
you  did  not  know  how  to  pity  yourself;  and  in  his  pro- 
vidence he  removed  you  from  a  place  where  you  would 
probably  have  remained  ignorant  of  Him,  and  he 
placed  you  under  our  care,  ajad  made  you  dear  to  ui^ 
that  we  might  feel  a  pleasure  in  doing  every  thing  in 
our  power  to  promote  your  welfare.  And  I  hope  that 
you  and  we  shall  have  reason  to  thank  him  that  you 
eame  to  us«  The  days  are  growing  long,  the  summer 
is  coming,  and  among  the  many  pleasant  days  of  sum- 
mer, there  is  one  which  I  hope  will  bring  you  home.  I 
believe  you  will  be  glad  to  come,  and  we  shall  be  glad 
to  see  you :  I  hope  you  will  like  the  house.  There  are 
green  trees  in  front,  and  a  green  field  backwards,  with 
cows  feeding  in  it ;  so  that  it  has  some  little  resemblaqce 
of  the  country. 

'  Your  mamma  desired  Miss  ****  to  send  you  a  cake^ 
which  I  hope  you  received ;  and  if  you  did,  I  suppose 
it  is  all  gone  by  this  time :  for  they  say,  you  cannot  eat 
your  cake  and  have  it.  It  is  a  true  saying,  and  full  of 
meaning.  Look  at  all  that  appears  good  and  pleasant 
in  this  world  ;  could  you  call  it  all  your  own,  it  would 
last  but  a  little  while,  and  when  you  go  into  another 
world,  the  remembrance  of  what  you  had  in  this,  will 
be  but  like  remembering  you  once  had  a  cake,  but  it  is 
gone,  quite  eaten  up.  But  it  is  not  so,  my  dear  child, 
with  respect  to  that  feast  which  Jesus  prepares  for  poor 
sinners.  The  pleasures  which  be  gives  are  repeated 
from  time  to  time,  and  are  pleasing  even  when  we  re- 
flect on  them.  And  in  the  other  world,  when  eartiily 
pleasures  will  be  quite  ended,  they  that  love  him  shall 
have  pleasure  v^Uhout  interruption  and   without  end, 


^riTers  of  plMwre  at  his  right  hand  for  evermore.  The 
Lord  Ueas  you,  and  keep  you.  It  is  ooe  of  my  plea* 
(Hires  while  here  to  thiols  q£  you,  to  fed  for  you,  and  to 

-write  to  jau  as 

Your  affectionate. 


T 


BETTER  IV. 


Ifjr  dear  Child,  August  3,  1780. 


OU  may  be  sure  yoor  mamma  and  I  were  very  glad 
to  hear  that  the  Lord  preserved  you  from  harm,  and 

that  you  were  safe  and  well  at  N .    I  wish  you 

to  have  a  deep  impression  on  your  mind,  that  yoor 
safety,  whether  abroad  or  at  home,  or  the  continuance 
of  your  health  from  one  hour  to  another,  is  not  a  matter 
of  course,  but  the  effect  of  the  care  and  goodness  of 
Him  who  knows  we  are  helpless  as  sheep,  and  conde- 
scends to  act  the  part  of  a  shepherd  towards  us.  May 
you  learn  to  acknowledge  him  in  all  your  ways,  to  pray 
to  him  for  bis  blessing,  and  to  praise  him  daily  for  his 
mercies ;  and  then  yon  will  do  well.  This  is  the  great 
privilege  which  distinguishes  us  from  the  beasts  of  the' 
field  ;  they  likewise  owe  their  preservation  to  bis  pro- 
vidence :  but  then  they  are  not  capable  of  knowing  him 
or  thanking  him.  There  are  many  young  people  who 
are  contented  to  live  without  God  in  the  world ;  but  this 
is  not  only  their  sin,  but  their  shame  likewise.  They 
thereby  renounce  the  chief  honour  they  are  capable  of, 
and  degrade  themselves  to  a  level  with  the  beasts.  But 
let  it  not  be  so  with  you.  Pray  to  the  Lord  to  teach 
you  to  love  him,  and  when  you  think  of  him,  fix  your 


thoughts  upon  JeftNd  Christ;  upon  him  who  conversed 
on  earth  as  a  man.  The  great  God  has  manifested  him* 
•elf  in  a  way  suited  to  us,  as  weak  creatures  and  poor 
sinners.  God  is  every  where  present,  but  only  those 
who  look  to  him  in  Christ  can  attain  to  love,  trust,  or 
serve  him  aright.  When  you  read  our  Saviour's  dis- 
courses, recorded  by  the  evangelists,  attend  as  if  you 
saw  him  with  your  own  eyes  standing  before  you ;  and 
when  you  try  to  pray,  assure  yourself  before  you  begin, 
that  he  is  actually  in  the  room  with  you,  and  that  his 
ear  is  open  to  every  word  you  say.  This  will  make  you 
serious,  and  it  will  likewise  encourage  you,  when  you 
consider  that  you  are  not  speaking  into  the  air,  or  to 
one  who  is  a  great  way  off;  but  to  One  who  is  very  near 
you,  to  your  best  friend,  who  is  both  able  and  willing  to 
give  you  every  thing  that  is  good  for  you. 

TlK)ugh  you  have  not  been  gone  from  us  a  fortnight, 
'  we  seem  to  long  to  see  you  again.  August  is  come  al- 
ready ;  and  December,  which  we  hope  will  bring  you 
here  again,  will  be  here  before  long.  I  shall  be  glad  if 
you  make  the  most  of  your  time,  and  return  so  much 
improved,  that  we  may  be  able  to  keep  you  at  home ; 
for  it  is  no  pleasure  to  us  to  have  you  at  such  a  distance 
from  us.  But  there  i.s  no  suitable  day-school  in  this 
iieigbbourhood,  aud  if  you  must  be  at  boarding-school, 

I  believe  you  uiui»t  be  at  N • ;  for,  after  you  have 

been  so  long  there,  we  should  not  be  willing  to  take  you 
from -Mrs.  ****\s  school  to  put  you  to  another';  it 
would  seem  a  slitrht  to  her  :  thou<rh  our  motive  would 
be  only  to  have  you  nearer  to  us,  people  would  think 
we  had  other  reasons. 

My  advice  to  you  will  be  chiefly  with  respect  to  your 
religious  concerns  and  your  moral  conduct.  But  there 
iirc  other  things  belonging  to  your  niauima's  province. 


Let  Si  SFo  JUisB  ••««.  Mft 

She  wishes^  as  you  grow  up,  you  may  not  appear  to  m 
disadvantage  when  compared  with  other  young  women ;: 
aody  indeed,  if  you  should  be  every  thing  she  wishes 
you  to  be,  you  will  do  honour  to  the  school  you  come 
from. 


I  think  you  are  in  general  willing  to  oblige  her,  and 
I  am  persuaded  a  little  care  and  resolution  on  your 
part,  would  soon  make  it  easy  and  familiar  to  you  to 
follow  the  example  she  sets  you,  as  well  as  the  advice 
she  gives  you.  I  hope  therefore,  for  her  sake,  for 
mine,  for  the  sake  of  your  governess,  and  especially  for 
your  own  sake,  you  will  endeavour  to  be  notable.  It 
was  a  grief  to  me  that  my  time  was  so  unavoidably 
taken  up,  that  I  could  spare  but  little  to  converse  wirif 
you  ;  but  we  agreed,  you  know,  to  make  it  up  by  letters. 
It  is  nbw  your  turn  to  write^  and  I  shall  be  glad  of  a 
long  letter  from  you  soon,  in  which  I  wish  you  to  open 
your  mind,  to  tell  me  what  you  think,  feel,  hope,  fear, 
or  desire,  with  the  same  freedom  as  if  you  were  writing 
to  one  of  your  school-fellows. 

The  Lord  bless  you,  my  dear  child,  and  give  you  to 
increase  in  wisdom  and  grace,  as  you  increase  in  years. 
Alwars  thitik  of  me  as 

Your  very  affectionate  father. 


'^W 


LETTER  V. 
My  dear  Child,  November  1,  1780. 

X  CONGRATULATE  you  that  you  arc  now  within 
a  month  of  December,  when  vou  will  bcmn  to  count  the 


dajfi^  and  to  see  the  vacatian  peepiiif;  over  the  bead  of 
a  abort  iaterval.  I  may  congratulate  your  mamma,  and 
myself  likewise,  (provided  you  come  to  us  isuMwed 

havwumi 


vriah  you,)  for  w^  loag  to  see  ybU|  and  havwSoae  so 
every  day  since  you  left  us. 

Your  mamma  is  often  indisposed,  but  seldom  very 
ill,  at  least  not  long  together ;  but  both  she  and  I  have 
naoy  feelings  with  which  we  were  not  acquainted  when 
we  were  young  like  you.  The  advantages  of  youth  and 
^ealth  are  seldom  rightly  known  at  the  right  time.  It 
'is  indeed  a  mercy  if,  when  we  are  growing  old»  we  have 
spme  proper  sense  of  the  folly  and  vanity  we  indulged 
in  early  life,  and  can  be  ashamed  as  we  ought,,  to  think 
bow  many  opportunities  we  neglected ;  bow  many 
ttdents  we  misimpfoved.  Yet  repentance  cannot  recall 
the  day  that  is  pai||.  It  is  my  frequent  prayer  that  you 
may  be  wiser  than*  I  was  at  your  time  of  life ;  that  you 
may  have  graov(ko  remember  your  Creator  and  Re-* 
deemer  while  you  are  yet  young.  Depend  upon  it,  my 
dear,  whenever  you  really  know  the  Lord,,  you  will  be 
sorry  you  did  not  know  him  sooner ;  whenever  you  ex- 
perience that  pleasure  which  is  only  to  be  found  in 
loving  and  8#rving  him,  you  will  wish  you  had  loved  and 
served  him»  (if  possible,)  from  your  very  cradle. 

I  have  no  news  to  tell  you ;  but  one  thing  I  can  as* 
sure  you,  which  though  you  have  often  heard,  I  hope  the 
repetition  will  be  always  pleasing  to  you,  £  mean,  that 
I  am j|[our  very  affectionate  friend,  and  feel  for  you  as 
if  I»A^  really  and  truly  your  father. 


IM:  •r  '  Tt  MU$  ••M^  Mf 


LETTER  VL 

M7  dear  Child,  January  10,  1781. 

J^^TELL  many  of  my  friends  abroad,  that  my  time  19 
so  tnuch  taken  up,  they  must  not  expect  me  to  write  to 
them ;  and  yet  I  have  offered  to  bt* gin  a  new  corre^ 
Spondence  with  you,  though  you  are  in  the  same  houM 
\fvith  me.  I  >^ould  have  you  take  notice,  and  I  belies 
yoa  will,  of  this,  anions;  many  other  circumstances  by 
which,  as  occasions  offer,  I  take  a  plj^asure  in  showing 
yoQ'that  I  dearly  love  you,  and  long  td  contribute  every 
thing  in  my  power  to  your  improvemti^nt  and  to  your 
Satistaction ;  and  I  persuade  my  sell  tht^  hope  I  form  of 
a  suitable  return  of  love  and  attentioaifrom  you,  will 
not  be  disappointed.  The  Lord,  in  bl^good  provi« 
dance,  gave^you  to  me,  as  a  gift,  and  committed  you  to 
me  as  a  trust;  at  the  same  time,. he  gave  me  a  great 
love  for  you :  and  whatever  we  do  for  thoi^  we  love, 
ive  do  with  pleasure. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  yesterday.  It  en- 
courages me  to  hope  that  the  gracious  Saviour  is  knock'^ 
ini^  at  the  door  of  your  heart.  I  doubt  not  but  you 
write  what  you  think  and  feel,  yet  there  is  more  mean- 
ing  in  your  expressions,  than  either  you  or  I  can  fully 
coinprehend.  You  are,  as  you  say,  a  sinner ;  a  jjt^og 
diiiner,  and  yet  a  great  sinner.  It  is  not  your  case 
we  are  all  born  in  sin  ;  but  to  be  sensible  that  yoifare 
a  sinner,  is  a  mercy  afforded  but  to  lew  children  at 
your  age.  May  the  Lord  keep  the  persuasi'^n  alive  in 
your  heart.  But  the  word  sinner  includes  so  much^  that 

a  whole  long  life  will  hardly  suffice  to  give  yuu  a  lull 
Vol  VI.  S  Q 


tense  of  it  Thus  much  I  hope  you  know  already,  that 
m  sinner  needs  a  Saviour ;  and  that  Jesus  is  the  Saviour 
of  all  sinners  that  seek  him.  I  commend  you  to  him  ; 
if  be  has  taught  you  a  little,  be  mill  teach  you  more. 
Put  yourself  simply  into  his  hands,  and  wait  patiently 
his  time ;  he  works  powerfully,  but  for  the  most  part 
gently  and  gradually.  You  know  the  sun  does  not 
break  out  upon  us  all  at  once  in  the  dark  nieht ;  there 
is  first  a  glimmering  dawn  in  the  sky,  which  gives  us 
notice  that  he  is  coming,  and  prepares  us  for  his  ap- 
pearance. By  degrees  that  faint  light  grows  brighter ; 
we  see  clearer  and  further ;  it  becomes  broad  day,  and 
after  that  the  sun  rises; 

Your  part  is  to  pray  to  him,  to  hear  his  word,  anH  to 
listen  with  attention  when  you  hear  it  preached.  I 
trust  you  will  find  your  light  increase,  and  your  diffi- 
culties abate :  I  wish  you  to  be  as  cheerful  and  easy  as 
possible.  Cheerfulness  is  no  sin,  nor  is  there  any  grace 
in  a  solemn  cast  of  countenance.  On  the  other  hand, 
I  would  not  have  you  light  or  giddy  with  levity ;  it  will 
hurt  your  own  spirit,  and  hinder  you  from  the  pursuit 
of  what  in  your  serious  moments  you  most  desire.  I 
know  your  natural  spirits  are  changeable;  sometimes 
they  arc  highly  volatile:  I  would  have  you  correct 
them  by  thinking  you  are  a  sinner  Sometimes  you  are 
grave  enough ;  but  if  you  feel  uneasy,  then  try  to  think 
what  a  Saviour  you  read  of.  Be  sure  you  do  not  indulge 
a  hard  thought  of  him,  as  though  he  were  severe,  and 
i|tem,  and  ready  to  take  advantage  of  you.  Form  your 
iqeas  of  him  from  the  accoimts  the  evangelists  give  you, 
that  he  was  meek  and  lowly  when  upon  earth,  full  of 
compassion  and  gentleness,  ready  to  pity,  to  heal,  to 
help,  and  to  teach  all  who  come  to  him ;  and  they  will 
tell  you  that  he  had  in  particular  a  great  love  for  chiU 


tM.  0.  To  Miss  >♦**.  HH 

dren,  He  tells  you  .so  himself.  You  read  how  he  took 
them  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  on  them,  and  blessed 
them.  When  you  think  of  this,  shake  off  gloomy 
thoughts,  speak  to  him  in  your  heart,  and  say.  Lord 
bless  me  too« 

^  One  of  the  best  methods  of  keeping  free  from  uneasy, 
troublesome  thoughts,  at  least  of  lessening  them,  is  to 
be  always  employed  ;  strive  and  pray  against  indo- 
lence, look  upon  it  as  a  hurtful,  yea,  a  sinful  thing. 
Read  in  English  and  French,  write  and  work.  Your 
mamma  and  I  will  be  both  willing  you  should  diversify 
these  employments  as  may  be  most  agreeable  to  your 
own  iclination  ;  but  we  wish  not  to  see  you  idle.  Now 
is  the  time  of  life  for  you  to  acquire  useful  knowledge, 
that  you  may  make  yourself  agreeable,  and  that  you 
may  be  useful  and  qualified  to  fill  up  that  station  in  the 
world  which  the  Ia)rd  may  allot  you.  I  will  gladly 
assist  you  as  much  as  I  can,  in  what  falls  under  my 
department ;  but  you  know  I  have  but  little  time.  God 
has  given  you  a  good  capacity,  and  therefore  the  less 
assistance  will  be  necessary,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to 
yourself.  You  may  depend  on  our  doing  what  we  can 
to  make  you  happy.  If  we  seem  to  cross  your  wishes 
sometimes,  or  not  to  comply  with  your  desire,  you  may 
be  sure  we  have  some  reason  for  it.  You  shall  go  out 
with  us,  as  often  as  we  think  it  will  be  proper  and  right ; 
and  we  shall  not  leave  you  at  home  for  our  own  plea-* 
sure,  but  because  it  would  not  be  good  for  you  to  be 
too  much  abroad.  We  expect  and  hope  you  will  be  raU|j|' 
by  a  hint  or  a  word  ;  and  then  you  will  find  us  studious 
in  contriving  how  to  make  every  thing  as  agreeable  as 
possible  to  you.  Because  you  desired  a  letter  soon,  I 
have  written  thus  much;  although  I  had  other  things  t& 


40|'  and  it  is  preaching  morDing.     I  shall  hopp  for  a 
iHter  irom  you  very  much.    The  Lord  bless  you. 
I  am^  my  dear  child, 

Your  affectionate  father. 


I 


LETTER  VII. 


My  dear  Child,  October  IT,  1781. 


SEND  you  the  first  letter;  in  future  you  must  not 
expect  Die  to  write  but  in  answer  to  yours.  We  wish 
to  hear  soon  that  you  are  well,  and  that  you  like  your 
Situation.  I  do  not  wish  you  to  like  any  place  so  well 
as  home :  upon  one  account  you  ought  not ;  for  it  is 
impossible  any  persons  should  ever  love  you  so  well  as 
your  mamma  and  I  do ;  and  therefore  you  are  bound 
to  love  us  dearly,  and  that  will  make  you  love  home  ; 
and  the  more  you  love  home,  the  more  diligent  you  uill 
be  in  the  improvement  of  your  time  at  school.  For 
your  return  to  us  must  in  a  great  measure  depend  upon 
yourself;  it  is  no  pleasure  to  us  to  send  you  abroad. 
I  thought  for  a  day  or  two  the  house  looked  awkward 
without  you,  and  I  miss  you  a  little  every  day  still ; 
but  we  are  forced  to  part  with  you  for  your  own  good. 
I  cannot  bear  the  thoughts  of  your  growing  up  like  a 
tall  wee^  ;  I  want  you  to  appear  like  a  pretty  flower ; 
^nd  it  is  observable  that  the  best  of  flowers  in  a  garden 
would  in  time  degenerate  into  tawdry  weeds  if  they  were 
not  cultivated  ;  8uch  is  the  importance  of  education  to 
children.  The  Lord  has  been  good  to  you ;  he  has 
*  g^ven  you  good  understanding  and  natural  abilities — 


^ 


and  mjich  tiiit  is  pn)^);in|!  in  your  disposition.  It  woulJL 
lie  a  j^reat  pity  that,  with  all  these  advantages,  yu^ 
sliuuld  pru^eunly  a  weed.     To  prevent  it,  1  wae  obli^ed^ 

to  transplant  you  from  London  to  H ,  where  ^ 

hope  you  \^ill  thrive  and  tluurish,  increasing  in  wiadoa|| 
and  favour  as  you  increase  in  stature. 

I  have  nritten  you  many  letters  io  a  relinious  strait^ 
tvhich  I  h<ipe  you  have  preserved,  and  will  now  atu^ 
then  read  them  over,  the  more  willing  perhapB  hecaua% 
your  papa  wrote  them.  I  would  not  overdo  you  upoK 
this  sulijcct ;  though  the  truth  is,  this  is  my  chief  deur^ 
for  you,  that  you  may  know  the  Lord  and  lovehiin  ;  i£i 
-  not,  though  yuu  "  ere  accomplished  and  admired  beyond 
.  any  of  your  a^e.  and  though  you  could  live  in  all  tba 
1  splendour  of  a  queen,  I  should  weep  over  you  ;  I  should 
.  lament  your  birth,  and  the  day  when  you  lirst  cainft 
under  my  care.  But  I  know  that  I  cannot  make  yotf. 
truly  religious,  nor  can  you  make  yourself  so.  It  is  tbd 
L.ord'3  work,  and  1  am  daily  praying  him  to  bless  you 
indeed.  But  he  has  a  time  ;  till  then,  I  hope  you  will 
vait  upon  him  according  to  your  light,  in  the  use  of  bit 
appointed  means,  that  you  will  make  conscience  of  pray- 
ing to  him,  and  reading  his  word,  and  hearing  when 
you  tiave  opportunity.  I  hope  he  will  enable  vou  to 
behave  obediently  and  affectionately  to  your  governess, 
and  in  an  obligtnfc  manner  to  all  around  you,  so  as  to 
gain  their  love  aiKl  esteem.  I  hope  vou  will  likewise 
carefully  abstain  from  whatever  you  know  to  be  wrong. 
Thus  far  1  may  hope  you  can  go  at  present ;  hut  I  do 
not  wish  you  to  affect  more  of  religion  in  your  appear- 
ance, than  you  are  really  conscious  of.  There  is  some 
danger  of  this  in  a  family  where  a  religious  profession  is 
betriended.  Young  people  are  apt  to  imitate  those 
afMut  thero,  and  sometienes,  (which  ia  abominable,)  t* 
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put  on  a  show  of  religion  in  order  to  please,  though 
their  hearts  have  no  concern  in  it.  I  have  a  good  hope 
Aal  the  Lord  will  teach  you,  and  guide  you,  and  that 
^  many  prayers  and  praises  I  have  offered  on  youf 
fkhalf  will  not  be  lost. 

When  I  began  my  letter.  I  did  not  mean  to  write 
telf  so  gravely,  I  rather  thought  to  find  something  to 
divert  you ;  but  you  are  very  near  my  heart,  and  this 
Aakes  me  serious.  I  long  to  come  and  see  you,  but 
it' cannot  be  yet,  nor  can  I  say  when  :  but  I  shall  bounce 
in  upon  you  some  day  when  perhaps  you  are  not  think- 
ing'of  me. 
'  I  am,  my  dear, 

Your  very  affectionate. 


%• 


LETTER  VIIL 
My  dear  Child,  November  10,  1781. 

T?  UEN  your  mamma  and  I  come  to  see  you,  it  must 
be  on  a  Monday,  for  more  reasons  than  one ;  which  it 
is  not  necessary  for  you  (o  know  :  and  as  there  is 
but  one  Monday  in  a  week,  something  or  other  may 
prevent  oftener  than  I  wish.  However,  I  promise  to 
think  of  you  when  I  cannot  see  you,  and  sometimes  we 
talk  of  you.  *^  Christmas  will  soon  be  here ;  then  we 
^  shall  have  her  at  home,  and  then  who  knows  but  she 
**  will  be  so  improved,  and  behave  so  nicely,  that  we 
**  shall  be  sorry  to  part  with  her  again."  When  we 
talk  thus,  I  hope  you  will  make  good  what  we  say. 

Lately,  for  about  a  week,  I  was  attacked  by  a  com- 
jpny  of  pains*    Some  seized  my  face  and  teeth,  sofoe* 
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took  possessioB  of  my  back,  and  some  got  ioto  my  sidesj 
but  they  are  all  gone  novir,  and  they  did  me  no  haroi* 
You  know  little  about  pains  and  cares  yet  You  ar^ 
,i^ow  at  the  time  of  life  when  you  are  especially.^ called 
upon  to  remember  your  Creator  and  Redeemer,  aoil 
have  the  greatest  advantages  for  doing  it.  But,  if  ypur 
life  is  spared,  to  you  likewise  the  days  will  come  wfa^ 
you  will  say,  *^  I  have  no  pleasure  in  them."  But  I 
hope  long  before  they  come,  you  will  have  some  exper 
rience  of  pleasures  which  do  not  at  all  depend  upoa 
youth  or  health,  or  any  thing  that  this  world  can  either 
give  or  take  away.  Seek  the  Lord,  and  you  shall  live; 
and  you  have  not  far  to  seek  for  him  :  he  is  very  near 
you  ;  he  is  all  around  you  ;  about  your  bed  by  nigb^ 
and  your  path  by  day.  He  sees,  he  notices  all  you  say 
and  do.  But  I  do  not  wish  you  to  conceive  of  him  so 
as  to  make  the  thought  of  him  uneasy  to  you.  Think 
of  him  according  to  the  account  the  evangelists  ^ve 
of  him  when  he  was  upon  earth  ;  how  gracious,  com- 
passionate, and  kind  he  was.  If  he  were  upon  earth 
now,  would  you  not  wish  that  I  should  lead  you  to  hin^ 
that  he  might  lay  his  hands  upon  you  and  bless  you, 
as  he  did  the  children  which  were  brought  to  him?  If 
he  were  here,  and  I  could  go  with  you  and  say,  "  Lord 
"  bless  my  child  likewise !"  I  am  sure  he  would  not 
frown  at  you,  and  say,  "  Take  her  away,  I  will  have 
"  nothing  to  do  with  her !"  No,  my  dear  child,  he  has 
promised,  theui  that  come  to  him  he  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out.  Go  to  him  yourself;  though  you  cannot  see  him^ 
it  is  sufficient  that  he  sees  and  hears  you.  Tell  bim^ 
that  YOU  hear  and  believe  he  is  a  Saviour  to  many,  and 
beg  him  to  be  your  Saviour  too.  Tell  him  it  was  not 
your  own  choice,  but  his  providence,  that  removed  you 
from  C— ^^ J  and  put  you  under  my  care,  which  gavel 


JOB  an  dpportaoify  of  knowing  more  of  his  goodiiesfly 
than  700  would  otherwise  have  done;  and  beg  of  hica 
lo  gire  you  bis  grace,  that  the  advantages  you  have  had 
aoay  not  aQ^vate  your  sins,  but  lead  you  to  bis  sulva-* 
fioo ;  and  do  not  let  a  day  pass  without  thinking  on  hit 
^ayfferings  in  Oethsemane  and  on  Mount  Golgotha. 
Surely  his  love  to  poor  sinners,  in  bleeding  and  dying 
ioi  them,  will  constrain  you  to  love  him  again ;  and  if 
Oiiee  you  love  him,  then  every  thing  will  be  easy,  and 
jfott  will  account  it  your  greatest  pleasure  to'  please 
him. 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter.  I  conceive  a  hope  from 
il^  that  you  will  improve  in  your  writing.  I  wish  yoa 
not  only  to  write  a  good  hand,  but  a  good  letter ;  and 
ihe  whole  art  is  to  write  with  freedom  and  ease.  When 
you  take  your  pen  in  hand,  pop  things  down  just  as  they 
come  to  your  mind ;  just  as  you  would  speak  ot  thoin 
without  study.  Tell  me  something  about  the  fouls  in 
the  yard,  or  the  trees  in  the  garden,  or  what  you  please ; 
only  write  freely.  The  Lord  bless  you,  I  love  yoa 
dearly^  and  wish  you  to  believe  me  to  be 

Your  affectionate. 


LETTER  IX. 

My  deal*  Child, 


iTl  RS.  ••*•  died  on  the  Fast-daj%  and  was  buried  yes- 
terday. I  h>x{\  often  visited  herdurirg  her  illntss,  and 
was  at  her  funeral.  She  was  well  a  tew  months  ago, 
but  a  consumption  soon  brought  her  down  to  the  grave. 
But,  though  she  was  young,  she  was  not  sorry  to  leave 


such  a  poor  worid  as  this.    I  always  foiind  herliappy 
and  cheerful,  though  her  illness  was  very  painful.    She 
sUfiered  much  by  cold  sweats ;  but  she  said,  a  few  days 
befwe  her  death,  that  it  would  be  worth  lying  a  thbu*^ 
sand  years  in  a  cold  sweat,  for  one  hour's  such  happi- 
ness as  she  then  felt.      "  O  !''  she  said,  ^^  if  this  be 
^/  dying,  what  a  pleasant  thing  dying  is."    I  think  my 
dear  child  has  told  me,  that  you  are  often  terrified  at 
file  thoughts  of  death:  now  if  you  s6ek  the  Lord,  as 
Mrs.  ****  did,  while  you  are  young,  then  whenever  you 
come  to  die,  you  will  find  that  death  has  nothing  terri- 
ble in  it  to  them  that  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ     He 
has  disarmed  death,  and  taken  away  its  sting ;  and  he 
his  promised  to  meet  his  people  and  receive  them  to 
himself,  when  they  are  about  to  leave  this  world,  and 
every  thing  they  loved  in  it,  behind  them.     You  have 
the  same  advantages  that  Mrs.  ^^^^had;  like  her  you 
are  placed  under  the  care  of  those  who  wish  well  to 
your  soul ;  the  Scriptures,  which  made  her  wise  to  sal- 
vation, are  put  into  your  hand  likewise,  and  you  also 
have  the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  Gospel.     She  was 
exhorted  and  encouraged  from  a  child  to  pray  to  the 
Lord  for  his  grace ;  and  so  are  you.     I  hope  you  will 
do  as  she  did ;  and  the  Lord,  who  was  gracious  to  her, 
will  be  gracious  to  you ;  for  he  has  promised  that  none 
who  seek  him,  shall  seek  him  in  vain.    Your  conscience 
tells  you  that  you  are  a  sinner,  and  that  nkakes  you 
afraid ;  but  when  the  Lord  gives  you  faith,  you  will  see 
and  understand,  that  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ  cleanses 
from  all  sin,  then  you  will  love  him ;  and  when  you 
love  him,  you  will  find  it  easy  and  pleasant  to  serve 
him ;  and  then  you  will  long  to  see  him  who  died  for 
you  :  and  as  it  is  impossible  to  see  him  in  this  world, 

you  will  be  glad  that  you  are  not  to  stay  here  always; 
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you  will  be  willing  to  die,  that  you  may  be  with  him 
where  he  is.  Id  the  mean  time,  I  hope  you  will  pray 
to  him,  and  wait  for  his  time  to  reveal  himself  to  you ; 
endeavouring  to  avoid  whatever  you  know  to  be  wrong 
and  displeaaing  to  him :  and  sometimes,  I  hope,  you 
will  feel  your  heart  soft  and  tender,  and  serious  thoughts 
and  desires  rising  in  your  mind ;  when  you  do,  then 
think,  "  Now  is  the  Lord  calling  me !"  and  say  as 
Samuel  did,  '^  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth/^ 
He  does  not  call  with  an  audible  voice,  but  he  speaks 
to  the  heart  in  a  way  not  to  be  described  by  words. 
When  we  are  grieved  and  ashamed  for  our  sins ;  when 
we  are  affected  with  what  we  read  and  hear  of  him,  of 
his  love,  his  sufferings,  and  his  death ;  when  we  see  and 
feel  that  nothing  but  his  favour  can  make  us  happy ; 
then  we  may  be  sure  the  Lord  is  near. 

I  believe  you  have  too  much  sense  and  honesty  to 
make  a  profession  of  religion,  further  than  your  heart  is 
really  engaged,  in  order  to  please  your  fellow-crea- 
tures. But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  would  not  have  you 
backward  to  open  your  mind  to  me  on  religious  sub- 
jects. I  know  you  are  not  without  convictions,  and 
though  all  convictions  are  not  right,  yet  true  religion 
always  begins  with  convictions.  Wc  must  know  we 
are  sick,  before  we  can  prize  a  physician.  If  I  live  to 
see  you  a  partaker  of  the  grace  of  God,  one  of  the  chief 
desires  of  my  heart  will  be  gratified ;  this  would  please 
me  more  than  to  have  your  weight  in  gold,  and  there- 
fore you  may  be  sure  I  often  pray  for  you. 

I  am  your  affectionate. 


Ut.U.  IaJms$***^,  $» 


LETTER  X, 

M7  dear  Child,  August  1,  1783. 

MJ  O  not  think  we  forget  you  ;  our  love  would  reach 
you  were  you  a  hundred  times  further  from  us  (,^a& 
tiighgate  is ;  but  we  are  very  much  taken  up.  Moo- 
day  your  mamma  was  ill  in  bed  all  day ;  she  is  pretty 
well  now,  but  P****  is  very  bad  indeed — worse  I. be- 
lieve than  ever  you  saw  her,  and  we  can  hardly  attend 
to  any  thing  but  her.  Then  again  poor  Mr.  B****  was 
hurt  by  a  mad  ox,  about  ten  days  since ;  his  life  has 
been  in  great  danger,  but  we  now  hope  he  will  recover. 
I  visit  him  every  day,  and  that  takes  up  a  good  deal  of 
my  time. 

I  would  be  thankful  that  the  Lord  preserves  you  in 
health  and  safety.  I  hope  you  are  thankful  too.  When 
you  see  any  body  sick,  or  hurt,  or  lame,  I  would  have 
you  think  it  is  of  the  Lord's  goodness  their  case  is  not 
yours.  Sin  lias  filled  the  world  with  sorrow ;  all  the  cala* 
mities  you  read  or  hear  of,  or  see  with  your  eyes,  are  the 
fruits  of  sin ;  and  as  you  are  a  sinner,  you  might  suffer 
what  others  do,  and  it  is  only  the  Lord's  mercy  that  pre- 
serves you,  and  provides  you  good  things  which  many 
others  have  not.  You  know  many  children  are  brought 
up  in  poverty,  meet  with  ill  treatment,  have  no  parents  or 
kind  friends  to  take  care  of  them.  But  though  the  Lord 
removed  your  parents  before  you  were  old  enough  to 
miss  them,  he  took  care  to  provide  you  a  place  witli  us ; 
he  inclined  us  not  only  to  receive  you,  but  to  love  you ; 
and  now  your  wants  are  all  supplied :  and  besides  this, 
you  have  been,  and  are  instructed  and  prayed  for  every 


day.  You  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  indeed,  and 
I  hope  you  will  pray  to  the  Lord  to  give  you  a  thankful 
heart ;  for  you  cannot  have  it  except  he  gives  it  you* 
That  hymn  in  Dr.  Watts'  little  book— 

Whene'er  I  take  my  walks  abroad,  &c. 

though  it  is  written  principally  for  children,  will  deserve 
your  notice  when  you  grow  up  and  become  a  woman ; 
I  hope  you  will  say  from  your  heart — 

Not  more  than  others  I  deserve. 
Yet  God  has  given  me  more. 

Oh,  it  is  a  great  blessing  to  be  sensible  we  deserve  no- 
tlung  from  God  but  misery,  and  that  all  the  good  we 
receive  is  mercy,  and  then  to  know  that  all  this  mercy 
we  owe  to  the  Lord  Jesus,  wlio  died  for  us  that  wc 
might  live  and  be  happy. 

There's  ne*er  a  gift  his  hand  bestows, 
But  cost  his  heart  a  groan. 

When  you  understand  this,  you  will  love  him,  and  then, 
you  will  be  happy  indeed ;  then  it  will  be  your  pleasure 
to  please  him,  and  then  putting  your  trust  in  him,  you 
will  be  preserved  from  anxiety  and  evil. 

Your  affectionate. 


•  O' 


LETTER  XL 


My  dear  Child,  August  10,  1783. 


^.Y. 


ANITY  of  vanities !"  saitb  the  preacher. — "  How 
'^  vain  are  all  things  here  below  !"  saith  Dr.  Watts ; — 


and  you  and  I,  and  your  mamma,  may  say  so  likewise ; 
for  we  all  counted  upon  meeting  last  Sunday  :  we  list- 
ened at  the  door,  and  peeped  out  of  the  window,  but 
no  Betsey  came.  When  we  heard  by  Miss  ****  that 
you  were  well,  we  were  satisfied.  Now  we  will  ven- 
ture to  expect  you  next  Sunday.  Indeed,  it  is  not 
amiss  that  you  should  now  and  then  meet  with  a  balk, 
that  you  may  learn,  if  possible,  not  to  count  too  much 
on  what  to-morrow  may  do  for  you ;  and  that  you  may 
begin  to  feel  the  impossibility  of  being  liappy  any  fur- 
ther than  your  will  is  brought  into  submission  to  the 
will  of  God.  In  order  to  this,  you  must  have  your 
own  will  frequently  crossed ;  and  things  do  and  will 
turn  out,  almost  daily  in  one  way  or  other,  contrary  to 
our  wishes  and  expectations.  Then  some  people  fret 
and  fume,  are  angry  and  impatient ;  but  others  who 
are  in  the  Lord's  school,  and  desirous  of  being  taught 
by  him,  get  good  by  these  things,  and  sometimes  find 
more  pleasure  in  yielding  to  bis  appointment,  though 
contrary  to  their  own  wills,  than  they  would  have  done 
if  all  had  happened  just  to  their  wish. 

I  wish  my  dear  child  to  think  much  of  the  Lord's 
governing  providence.  It  extends  to  the  minutest  con- 
cerns. He  rules  and  manages  all  things ;  but  in  so 
secret  a  way,  that  most  people  think  he  does  nothing, 
when,  in  reality,  he  does  all.  He  appointed  the  time 
of  your  coming  into  the  world  ;  and  the  day  and  hour 
of  your  coming  from  Highgate  to  us,  depends  upon  him 
likewise :  nor  can  you  come  in  safety  one  step  oi  the 
road  without  his  protection  and  care  over  you.  It  may 
now  seem  a  small  matter  to  vou  and  to  me, '^ whether 
you  came  h^me  last  Sunday,  or  are  to  come  home  next 
Sunday;  but  we  know  not  what  different  consequences 
may  depend  upon  the  day  :  wc  knor  not  what  hidden 
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danger  you  might  escape  by  stayii^  at  Higbgate  laftt 
Sunday.  The  Lord  knowB  all  things  ;  be  foresees  every 
ipQBsible  consequence,  and  often  what  we  call  disap* 
pointments,  are  mercies  from  him  to  save  us  from 
harm. 

If  I  could  teach  you  a  lesson  which  as  yet  I  have 
^t  poorly  learned  myself,  I  would  put  you  in  a  way 
that  you  should  never  be  disappointed.  This  would  be 
the  case  if  you  could  always  form  a  right  judgment  of 
this  world,  and  all  things  in  it.  If  you  go  to  a  black- 
berry bush  to  look  for  ^pes,  you  must  be  disappoint- 
ed ;  but  then  you  must  thank  yourself,  for  you  are 
b^  enough  to  know  that  grapes  never  grow  upon  bram- 
bles. So  if  you  expect  much  pleasure  here,  you  will 
not  find  it ;  but  you  ought  not  to  say  you  are  disap- 
pointed, because  the  scripture  warned  you  beforehand 
to  look  for  crosses,  trials,  and  balks  every  day.  If 
you  expect  such  things,  you  will  not  be  disappointed 
when  they  happen. 

I  am  your  very  affectionate. 


I 


LETTER  XII. 


My  dear  Child,  October  J  5,  irss. 


T  is  rather  to  your  disadvantage  that  I  have  lately 
corrected  a  mistake  L  had  made.  I  thought  you  were 
but  twelve  years  old  last  birth-day ;  but  I  read  in  a 
blank  leaf  of  the  great  Bible,  that  my  child  was  born 
June  22,  176i)  ;  consequently  you  are  now  in  your 
fourteenth  year.  Therefore,  to  keep  pace  with  my  ideas 
and  wishes,  you  ought  to  be  a  whole  year  more  ad- 
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vaDced  in  impro9<ement8  of  every  kiod  than  you  are^  a 
whde  year  wiser.     Some  things  which  I  might  think 
very  tolerable  in  my  child,  supposing  she  was  bat  twelve 
years  old,  will  seem  but  rather  so  so,  when  I  know  she 
It  thirteen ;  and  some  things  of  another  sort  will  be 
quite  unsuitable  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  which  might  be 
more  excusable  if  you  were  but  twelve.     You  see,  my 
dear  child,  you  must  stir  your  stumps,  and  use  double 
diligence  to  fetch  up  this  year,  which  we  have  somehow 
lost  out  of  the  account     You  have  a  year  less  for  im- 
provement, and  are  a  year  nearer  to  the  time  in  which 
you  will  begin  to  appfear  like  a  young  woman,  than  I 
expected.     I  know  not  but  I  should  have  been  pleased 
to  find  that  I  had  made  a  mistake  on  the  other  side, 
and  that  you  were  a  year  younger  than  I  had  supposed 
you.    As  it  is,  I  shall  hope  the  best ;  I  do  not  complain 
of  you.  As  I  love  you  dearly,  so  I  have  much  comfort  in 
you  :  and  1  trust  you  will  pray  to  the  Lord  for  yourself, 
as  I  do  for  you,  that  he  may  give  you  his  grace,  and 
wisdom,  and  blessing ;  then  I  know  you  will  do  well. 
But  sometimes  when  I  consider  what  a  world  you  are 
growing  up  into,  and  what  snares  and  dangers  young 
people  are  exposed  to  with  little  experience  to  help 
them,  I  have  some  painful  feelings  for  you.     The  other 
day  I  was  at  Deptford,  and  saw  a  ship  launched  :  she 
slipped  easily  into  the  water ;  the  people  on  board 
shouted  ;  the  ship  looked  clean  and  gay,  she  was  fresh 
painted,  and  her  colours  flying.     But  I  looked  at  her 
with  a  sort  of  pity  : — "  Poor  ship,"  I  thought,  "  you 
*^  are  now  in  port  and  in  safety ;  but  ere  long  you  must 
*'  go  to  sea.     Who  can  tell  what  storms  you  may  meet 
^   "  with  hereafter,  and  to  what  hazards  you  may  be  ex* 
*'  posed ;  how   weather-beaten  you  may  be  before  you 
"  rclurn  tb  i>ort  again,  or  whether  you  may  return  at 
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''  all  !**    Then  my  thoughts  turned  from  the  ship  to  my 
child.     It  seemed  an  emblem  of  your  present  state : 
you  are  now,  as  it  were,  in  a  safe  harbour ;  but  by  and 
by  you  must  launch  out  into  the  world,  which  may  well 
be  compared  to  a  tempestuous  sea.     I  could  even  now 
almost  weep  at  the  resemblance ;  but  I  take  courage ; 
my  hopes  are  greater  than  my  fears.     I  know  there  is 
an  infallible  Pilot,  who  has  the  winds  and  the  waves  at 
his  command.    There  is  hardly  a  day  passes  in  which 
I  do  not  entreat  him  to  take  charge  of  you.     Under  his 
care  I  know  you  will  be  safe ;  he  can  guide  you  unhurt 
amidst  the  storms,  and  rocks,  and  dangers,  by  which 
you  mii;ht  otherwise  suffer,  and  bring  you  at  last  to  the 
haven  of  eternal  rest     I  hope  you  will  seek  him  while 
you  are  young,  and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  the  friend  of 
them  that  seek  him  sincerely ;  then  you  will  be  happy, 
and  I  shall  rejoice.     Nothing  will  satisfy  me  but  this  : 
though  I  should  live  to  see  you  settled  to  the  greatest 
advantage  in  temporal  matters,  except  you  love  him,  and 
live  in  his  fear  and  favour,  you  would  appear  to  me 
quite  miserable.     I  think  it  would  go  near  to  break  my 
heart ;  for,  next  to  your  dear  mamma,  there  is  nothing 
so  dear  to  me  in  this  world  as  you.     But  the  Lord  gave 
you  to  me,   and  I  have  given  you  to  him  again,  many 
and  many  a  time  upon  my  knees,  and  therefore  I  hope 
}'ou  must,  and  will,  and  shall,  be  his. 

I  hardly  know  any  accomplishment  I  more  wish  you 
to  attain,  than  a  talent  of  writing  free  and  easy  letters  : 
and  I  am  ready  to  think,  if  you  could  freely  open  your 
mind  to  me,  you  might  inform  me  of  something  I  should 
•be  glad  to  know,  or  you  might  propose  to  me  some  things 
which  now  and  then  trouble  your  thoughts,  and  thereby 
give  me  an  opportunity  of  attempting  to  relieve,  en- 
courage, or  direct  you.      For  these  reasons  I  have  re- 


quested  of  your  governess  to  permit  you  now  and  then 
to  seal  up  your  letters  to  me  or  your  mamma  without 
sbowiog  them  to  her.  I  have  asked  this  liberty  for  you^ 
only  when  you  write  to  us ;  nor  even  then  always,  but 
at  such  times  as  you  find  yourself  dispensed  to  write 
more  freely  than  you  could  do  if  your  letters  were  to 
be  seen  before  you  send  them.  I  have  likewise  told 
ker,  that  I  would  desire  you  to  be  as  careful  in  writing 
as  if  she  was  to  see  your  letters,  and  not  send  us  pot* 
hooks  and  hangers,  as  they  say,  because  you  know  she 
will  not  inspect  your  writing.  Under  these  restrictions 
she  has  promised  to  oblige  me ;  and  I  take  it  as  a  fa*, 
vour ;  for  I  am  well  aware  that,  in  general,  it  is  by  no 
means  proper  that  young  people  at  bchool  should  write 
letters  from  thence  ^^  ithout  the  knowledge  of  their  go- 
verness. But  yours  has  so  good  an  opinion  of  you  and 
of  me,  that  she  is  billing  to  trust  us,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  neither  of  us  make  an  improper  use  of  hep 
indulgence. 

I  am,  with  great  tenderness, 

My  dear  child, 
Your  very  affectionate  father. 


LETTER  XIIL 
My  dear  Child,  January  27,  1783. 


w 


ANT  of  leisure,  and  not  want  of  inclination,  pre- 
vented my  writing  before  you  left  home ;  and  I  now  take 
the  first  opportunity  that  has  offered  since  you  went 
from  us.  If  I  had  no  more  correspoudents  than  you 
have,  you  would  hear  from  me  very  often  ;  nor  can  I 

expect  to  hear  from  you  so  often-  as  I  wish,  because  I 
V^or..  VI.  2  S 
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eoDBider  you  likewise  have  your  enga^ments  ;  and 
though,  perhaps,  I  am  not  nilling  to  allow  that  your 
business  is  so  importaut  as  some  of  mine,  it  must,  and 
flight  for  the  present  to  take  up  a  good  deal  of  your 
tjppe.  You  have  not  only  reading,  and  writing,  an4 
arithmetic  to  mind,  but  you  work  sprigs,  and  Sowers, 
and  maps,  and  cut  bits  of  paper  to  pieces,  and  learn  a 
strange  language,  so  that. you  are  very  bus>  to  be  sure; 
fi[>r  idleness  and  sauntering  are  very  great  evils,  and 
doors  by  which  a  thousand  temptations  and  mischiefs 
may  enter.  Your  mamma  and  I  are  well  pleased  uith 
you,  on  the  whole ;  your  affection  is  not  lost  upon  us ; 
lire  think  we  can  perceive  an  improvement  in  you,  and 
we  believe  the  things  in  which  you  yet  fai^  proceed 
rather  from  inattention  than  from  the  want  of  a  desire 
to  please ;  and  we  have  a  good  hope  that,  as  you  grovr 
older,  you  will  outgrow  that  heedlessness  which  you 
sometimes  discover.  You  are  not  yet  a  woman,  but 
neither  are  you  a  child  ;  you  are  almost  fourteen,  and 
at  that  age  a  certain  degree  of  thought  and  fori^cast 
may  be  hoped  for,  which  it  would  have  been  unreason- 
able to  expect  from  you  some  few  years  ago.  It  has 
pleased  God  to  give  you  a  capacity  for  improvement  j 
and,  as  you  see  we  are  so  situated,  that  neither  your 
mamma  nor  I  can  bestow  that  time  and  attention  upon 
you,  when  you  are  at  home,  which  we  would  wish,  I 
hope  you  will  make  the  best  use  you  possibly  can  of 
tlie  opportunities  you  have  at  school.  It  is  no  pleasure 
to  us  that  you  should  live  so  much  from  us,  for  we  love 
you  dearjy,  and  love  your  company  ;  but  it  is  what  we 
submit  to  for  your   advantage. 

You  desired  me  to  send  you  news,  when  I  should 
write;  but  I  have  little  to  tell  you.  The  public  news 
you  will  bear^  I  suppose^  from  twenty  people ;  it  is  verj 
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importaot    The  Lord  is  about  to  give  us  the  blessing 
of  peace.     Neither  you  nor  I  can  tell  the  valiie  of  this 
Messing,  because  we  have  not  known  the  want  of  it.  Il 
is  true,  we  have  heard  much  talk  of  war,  and  we  have 
heard  of  the  calamities  which  war  has  occasioned  ;  but 
we  have  heard  of  them  as  things  which  have  happened 
at  a  distance  :  had  we  lived  in  America,  we  should  pto* 
babiy  have  seen  and  felt  them.     We  should  have  seeto 
towns,  villages,  and  houses  in  flames;  have  heard  th^ 
groans  of  widows  and  orphans  around  us ;   have  had 
every  thing  we  call  our  own  torn  from  us,  and  perhaps 
have  been  glad  to  hide  ourselves  in  the  woods,  to  save 
oursehes.      Such  has  been  the  lot  of  thousands  in  the 
bourse  of  the  war.      If  you  remember  the  hurry,  con- 
fusion,  and  terror  which  prevailed  at  the  time  of  the 
riots,  it  may  give  you  some  apprehension  of  the  case  of 
those  who  live  in  a  country  which  is  the  seat  of  wan 
Our  apprehensions  were  over  in  a  few  days :  but  they 
live  in  such  alarms,  or  greater,  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  year.      I  hope,   therefore,  you  will  be 
thankful  to  God,  if  he  is  pleased  to  sheath  the  sword  of 
war,  and  to  put  a  stop  to  the  devastations  and  the  slaugh«» 
ters  which  have  so  long  prevailed.     Though  you  your- 
self have  not  been  a  sufferer,  I  wish  you  to  cultivate  a 
feeling  and  benevolent  spirit,  a  disposition  to  compas- 
sionate, if  you  cannot  relieve,  the  distresses  of  others. 
This,  next  to  the  grace  of  God,  is  the  brightest  orna- 
ment of  human  nature ;  or  rather,  when  genuine,  it  is 
one  of  the  best  effects  and  proofs  of  grace.     It  was  the 
mind  of  Jesus  the  Saviour ;  they  vi  ho  love  him,  will  in 
a  degree  resemble  him,  and  they  only.  A  hard-hearted, 
unfeeling,  selfish.Christian,  is  a  contradiction. 

When  you  think  what  multitudes  of  mankind  are  suf- 
fering  by  war/  famine,  sickness,  storms,  earthquakes, 
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Und  other  calamities,  let  it  lead  your  thoughts  to  the 
eril  of  sihy  which  brought  all  other  evils  into  the  vifirld* 
But  what  18  sin  ?  ^I  endeavoured  to  tell  you  last  Sun- 
day, from  Jer  ii  11.  Sin  is  presuming  to  do  our  owr 
will  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  God,  who  is  our  Crea- 
tor, Lawgiver,  and  Benefactor,  fiy  sin  we  affect  inde- 
pendence of  our  Creator,  afiront  the  authority  of  our 
righteous  Lawgiver,  and  are  guilty  of  base  and  horrid 
ingratitude  against  our  greatest  and  kindest  Benefactor. 
It  you  could  form  a  little  creature  and  make  it  live,  if 
it  hated  you  and  opposed  you,  slighted  your  kindness, 
Und  took  a  pleasure  in  displeasing  you,  would  you  not 
soon  tie  weary  of  it,  and,  instead  of  feeding  and  taking 
care  of  it  be  provoked  to  tread  it  under  your  feet  ? 
But,  O  the  patience  of  God !  though  he  could  destroy 
rebellious  men  much  more  easily  than  you  can  kill  a 
spider  or  a  beetle,  yet  he  waits  to  be  gracious,  and  has 
80  loved  them  as  to  send  his  own  Son  to  die  that  they 
may  live.  Sin  has  not  only  filled  the  world  with  wo, 
but  it  was  the  cause  of  all  the  wo  that  Jesus  endured. 
He  groaned,  and  wept,  and  sweat  blood,  and  died  upon 
the  cross,  only  because  we  had  sinned.  May  I  live  to 
see  vou  duly  affected  with  the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  love 
of  Jesus  ;  and  what  more  can  I  ask  for  you  ? 
1  am,  my  dear  child. 

Your  most  affectionate  father. 


I 


LETTER  XIV. 


My  dear  Child,  March  8,  178o. 


T  would  please  me  if  I  could  either  visit  you  or  write 
to  you,  or  both,  every  week.     But  it  cannot  be  ;  I  am 


behind-hand  with  every  body.  Yet  I  think  I  send  you 
six  letters  tor  one.  You  stare  at  that ;  but  if 'fbu  please 
to  count  the  lines  in  one  of  your  epistles,  and  the  letters 
in  every  line,  and  then  compare  it  with  one  of  mine^ 
you  will  find  that  you  receive  many  more  words  and 
letters  than  you  return. 

'.  You  sometimes  intimate  that  you  are  afraid  of  death; 
and  I  wonder  not  at  it  For  you  are  a  sinner,  but  I 
hope  to  see  you  a  believer,  and  then  you  will  not 
greatly  fear  it,  while  it  is  at  a  distance ;  and  whenever  it 
conies  very  near,  you  will  not  fear  it  at  all.  Mr.  *•** 
is  gone,  and  so  is  Mr.  ****,  and  neither  of  them  was 
more  afraid  of  death  than  you  would  be  afraid  of  a 
coach  ttiat  should  stop  at  the  gate  to  take  you  home  to 
us.  Jesus  died  to  make  death  safe  and  comfortable  to 
us.  Balaam  was  not  a  good  man,  but  he  spoke  well 
when  he  said,  ^^  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous." 
Make  that  prayer  for  yourself;  it  is  a  good  one,  though 
short.  Entreat  the  Lord  to  number  you  amongs^  the 
righteous,  that  you  may  live  their  life ;  then  your  death 
will  be  like  theirs.  The  Scripture  in  many  places  speaks 
of  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  as  two  characters 
which  divide  and  comprehend  all  mankind  ;  and  yet  it 
tells  us  that  there  is  none  righteous,  no,  not  one — that 
is,  there  are  none  righteous  by  nature:  sinners  are 
made  righteous  by  the  grace  of  (lod.  The  grace  of. 
God  teaches  them  to  understand  what  they  read  of  a 
Saviour,  and  of  tlieir  own  need  of  a  Saviour.  When 
they  put  their  tnist  in  him,  their  sins  are  forgiven  them 
for  his  sake ;  and  when  they  rightly  consider  his  love 
to  them,  his  dying  for  their  sakes,  they  learn  to  love 
him,  and  they  who  love  him,  must  and  will  hate  what 
is  evil ;  they  learn  to  resemble  him,  and  study  to  please 
him ;  and  thus  they  are  not  only  accepted  as  righteous 


Id  the  Belored,  but  they  are  really  made  so ;  the  iovt 

ef  rightelkness  is  implanted  in  their  hearts ;  they  he« 

lieve  what  the  Lord  says,  they  heartily  strive  to  obey 

hb  commands,  to  avoid  what  he  forbids ;  they  place 

their  happiness  in  his  favour,  and  in  doing  his  will. 

They  cannot  but  speak  of  their  Saviour,  and  what  he 

has  done  for  them ;  they  love  to  hear  others  speak  of 

them,  and  they  love  to  hear  those  ministers  who  preach, 

and  concerning  him ;  but  their  religion  does  not  all 

consist  in  talking  and  hearing ;  tliey  are  upright,  gentle, 

and  'loving ;  they  imitate  Him  who  went  about  doing 

good.    The  evil  tempers  of  self-will,  impatience,  pride, 

envy,  anger,  and  malice,  are  put  away ;  they  cannot 

allow  themselves  in  such  things ;  if  they  feel  the  rising 

of  such  things  in  their  hearts,  they  are  grieved  and 

ashamed,  and  are  glad  to  fly  to  the  throne  of  grace  for 

mercy  and  help  against  them.     On  the  other  hand, 

Ihey  no  longer  seek  pleasure  in  the  vanities  and  follies 

<if  the  world  ;  they  have  better  things  to  mind.     These 

trifles  they  lay  aside ;  as  we  forsake,  when  we  grow 

up,  the  play-things  which  pleased  us  while  we  were 

children. 

liut  you  must  not  expect  all  this  at  once.     Look  at 

a  great  tree ;  an  oak,  for  instance.  How  tall  it  b !  how 
wide  its  branches  spread  !  and  if  you  were  to  dig,  you 
would  And  it  has  deep  and  wide-spreading  roots  in  pro- 
portion !  Yet  this  great  tree  sprang  from  a  little  acorn ; 
but  not  like  a  mushroom,  in  a  single  night :  it  has  been 
years  in  growing,  and  had  you  watched  it  every  day, 
you  would  hardly  have  perceived  that  it  grew  at  all. 
May  I  not  hope  that  there  is  at  least  a  little  seed  of  a 
gracious  desire  already  put  in  your  heart?  If  so,  may 
the  Lord,  who  alone  could  plant  it,  water  it  with  bis 
ble^iogy  and  cause  it  to  increase :  if  not,  it  is  my  daily 


prayer,  that  it  may  be  so ;  and  I  hope  it  is  your  prayer 
for  yourself.  I  pray  that  you  may  Kve  a4l  die  with 
the  righteous :  it  is  said  of  them,  They  have  hope  ia 
their  death ;  and  that  whea  they  see  him  approach^ 
they  shall  say,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  sting !" 

Your  mamma  and  I  love  you  dearly,  and  hope'  we 
•shall  always  have  reason  to  love  you  more  and  more.. 

I  am  your  affectionate.   . 


LETTER  XV. 


I 


May  12,  1783, 


HAVE  just  now  received  my  child's  short  and  sweel 
letter ;  and  having  nothing  to  prevent  me^  I  begin  my 
answer  to  it  immediately. 

The  snow  does  not  often  cover  the  ground  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London  so  late  as  the  8th  of  May ; 
but  it  has  been  so  sometimes.     One  reason  you  were 
surprised  at  the  sight  is,   because  you  are  young,  and 
this  is  the  first  instance,  perhaps,  in  the  few  years  you 
have  been  able  to  take  notice.     You  will  meet  with 
many  other  things,  as  you  grow  up,  which  will  surprise 
you  for  the  like  reason :  for  want  of  experience,  yoo 
will  not  expect  them.    We  expect  flowers  on  the  ground 
in  May,  and  not  snow :  so  those  pleasures,  the  pro* 
spects  of  which  present  themselves  to  your  mind,  and 
appear  at  a  distance  as  beautiful  as  we  usually  con- 
ceive a  May  morning  to  be,   when  we  talk  of  it  in 
winter,  will  not  always  answer  expectation.     Wtien 
the  time  comes,  something  which  you  did  not  think 
of,  unseasonable  as   snow    in    May,  will   oocne  with 
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it,  and  you  will  be  surprised  and  disappointed  ;  es|>e« 
cially  at  t^t,  and  till  you  are  used  to  these  changes. 
By  the  time  you  are  as  old  as  I  am  now,-  you  wiil  n^t 
wonder  so  much ;  and  I  hope,  long  before  that,  the 
Lord  will  teach  you  to  profit  by  such  things.  It  is  ne- 
eessary  we  should  find  all  to  be  uncertain  and  unsatis- 
fying in  the  present  world,  or  we  should  be  .contented 
with  it,  and  not  think  (tf  a  better.  One  reason  why 
young  people  are  but  seldom  serious  is,  because  the 
world  appears  so  pleasing  and  so  promising.  They 
expect  roses  without  thorns,  and  May  without  snow. 
The  Lord  make  you  wise  by  times,  that  you  may  re- 
member and  seek  him  now  in  the  days  of  yoiir  youth^ 
before  the  evil  days  come,  (for  come  they  will,)  when 
you  will  find  no  pleasure  in  them. 

Such  days  are  come  very  early  to  Miss  B****.     I 
wish,  if  it  were  practicable,  that  all  the  misses  in  all  the 
schools  in  London  could  see  her      What  are  the  plea- 
sure and  gayety  which  the  most  are  thinking  of,  now  to 
her!  shut  up  as  she  is,  in  the  bloom  of  life,  unable  to 
move  herself,  and  with  pain  her  constant  companion 
day  and  night !   I  have  been  much  atFected  with  look- 
ing at  her ;  but  I  believe  I  shall  not  sec  her  long.  With- 
in these  three  days  she  has  been  much   worse.     I  uas 
with  her  twice   vcsterdav ;  and  I  have  been  with  her 
again  this  morning.     The  doctors  think  she  cannot  live 
many  days :  and  she  thinks  so  too.     I  au)  s^lad  to  find 
that  she   is  not  unwilling;  to  die.     If  her  aiHiction  has 
been  sanctified  to  lead  her  heart  to  the  Lord,  then,  in* 
stead  of  greatly  pitying  her,  we  shall  rejoice  in  her 
behalf.     It  is  l)etter  to  be  sick  or  lame,  or  full  of  pain, 
and  seeking  after  him,   ttian  to  live  what  is  commonly 
deemed  a  happy  life  without  God  in  the  world. 
Cannot  you  contrive  to  put  your  lines  in  a  little  closer 
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together?  Your  paper  looks  like  a  half  furnished  roofn^* 
I  want  a  good  lo^^g  letter ;  I  care  not  what  iTis  about, 
so  that  you  write  easily.  You  read  souietimes;  cannot 
you  find  something  in  your  books  to  tell  me  of?  You 
walk  sometimes,  and  without  doubt  look  about  you* 
Take  notice  of  any  thin^  that  strikes  your  eye ;  mdk# 
some  reflection  or  observation  upon  it,  and  then  put  up 
your  thoughts  very  safely  in  a  corner  of  your  memory; 
tiiat  you  may  send  them  to  me  the  next  tin>e  you  write. 
I  lt)ve  a  long  letter,  especially  from  you,  because  I  lo?e 
you  a  great  deal. 

Adieu,  the  Lord  bless  you,  is  the  prayer  of 

Your  affectionate;* 


I 


LETTER  XVI- 


My  dear  Child,  May  19,  irs«L 


F  your  sensibility  drops  a  tear  or  two  when  you  ar# 

informed  that  your  aunt  C****  is  removed  from  thi» 

world  of  sin  and  sorrow,  I  have  no  objection ;  but  I  da 

not  wish  you  to  shed  many,  nor  is  there  Just  cauSe  fof 

it.     If  we  could  see  her  now,  she  would  surely  say^ 

"  Weep  not  for  me,  I  am  happy  !"  Yes,  she  knew  and 

loved  the  Lord ;  she  lived  in  bis  faith  and  fear,  and 

died  in  his  peace  and  favour ;  and  now  she  is  befort: 

the  throne.    She  had  her  share  of  trials  in  this  life,  but 

they  are  all  oyer  now  :  she  fought  the  good  fight,  and 

the  Lord  made  her  more  than  conqueror.     Now  she 

has  received  the  conqueror's  crown,  and  is  singing  the 

conqueror's  song.     Methinks,  dearly  as  1  love  you,  I 

oould  bear  to  part  witii  you  likewise,  if  I  was  sure  that 
Vor.  VL  2  T 


th€  Lm*d  hid  Mt  Kis  seal  of  lore  upon  your  heart,  and 
ibefeby  itnlf'ked  you  for  his  o^n.  If  be  has  not  done 
thift  already,  I  hope  be  will.  If  he  has  not  yet  taken 
filll  possession  of  your  hearty  I  hope  you  are  sensible 
thut  he  is  standing,  as  it  were,  at  the  door,  and  knock- 
ins,  waiting!  to  be  gracious  to  you.  The  door  of  the 
heart  is  not  easily  opened.  The  love  of  sin,  of  self,  and 
the  world,  are  so  many  bolts,  which  are  too  strong  for 
us  to  remove  by  our  own  power ;  yet  he  can  open  it 
easily,  (because  all  things  are  easy  to  him,)  and  by  a 
sweet  constraint  of  love,  force  himself  an  entrance.  I 
hope  you  are  willing  that  he  should  do  this ;  and  that 
you  are  not  willing  to  do  any  thing  on  your  part  that 
may  grieve  him,  and  cause  him  to  withdraw  and  leave 
you  to  yourself.  You  cannot  do  much :  you  can,  in- 
deed, do  nothing  spiritually  of  yourself  Yet  there  is 
somethin;^  for  you  to  do ;  you  are  to  wait,  and  pray^ 
and  lon^  for  his  blessing;  you  are  to  read  his  word, 
and  to  endeavour  to  make  it  the  rule  of  your  conduct, 
so  far  as  you  understand  it ;  you  are  to  attend  to  his 
Voice  in  your  con.scicnce,  and  not  wilfully  allow  yourself 
iti  wh&t  you  know  to  be  wrong.  This  is  the  path  in 
which  my  heart's  desire  and  prayer  is  that  you  may 
walk  at  present ;  and  then  in  due  tiine  the  promise  shall 
be  fulfilled  to  you  uhich  says,  "  Then  shall  you  know, 
**  if  you  fallow  on  to  know  the  Lord  :'*  Hosea  vl.  3. 
•  You  may  believe  we  had  some  weeping  at  home 
upon  this  occasion.  But  the  'Lord  is  very  good.  Your 
mamma  has  been  supported,  and  is  pretty  well. 

I  long  to  see  you,  and  especially  now,  that  we  may 
tend  Mr.  Gray's  Elegy  together.  I  hope  we  shall  be 
J)crmitted  to  be  with  you  on  the  famous  exhibition-day; 
and  1  please  myself  w  ith  the  thought,  that  you  will  ap- 
pear t»  advantage.     I  wish,  for  your  own  sake,  yon 


UL  VI.  To  Mis$  «*«#.  MS 

could  get  the  better  of  that  trepidation  and  hurry  wbidi 
discomposes  you  when  the  eyes  ol  company  are  upoa 
you  ;  but  it  is  a  fault  on  the  right  side,  and  much  belter 
than  a  bold,  pert,  selt-confident  carriage,  which  is  veiry 
flis&^usting  in  some  youna  people ;  but  there  is  a  medium 
which  I  wish  you  to  aim  au 

I  am  your  affectionate. 


I 


LETTER  XVII. 


My  dear  Child,  June  11,  1783. 


THANK  you  for  your  last  letter,  which  pleased  me 
*  and  your  mamma  very  much.  We  thought  it  well 
written,  and  well  expressed.  Take  as  much  care  as 
you  please  how  you  write,  and  use  as  little  study  as  you 
please,  what  to  write.  When  you  are  surrounded  with 
the  beauties  of  nature,  you  need  not  puzzle  yourself 
with  thinking  what  to  say  first ;  but  set  down  first  whal 
first  occurs  to  your  mind  :  when  you  have  written  that, 
something  else  will  offer.  Try  to  write  just  what  yoii 
think,  and  write  as  often  and  as  largely  as  your  many 
important  businesses  will  allow ;  for  nothing  but  praor 
tice  will  give  you  a  habit  of  writing  easily  :  and  practice 
will  do  it.  We  could  fill  up  as  large  a  sheet  as  you, 
with  repeating  how  much  we  love  you ;  I  hope  and 
believe  there  is  no  love  lost  on  either  side.  Love  will 
make^ou  desirous  to  please  and  oblige  us,  and  love 
will  prompt  us  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  oblige 
and  please  you ;  and  so  I  hope  we  shall  go  on  loving 
and  pleasing  as  long  as  we  live. 

^\  e  often  think  of  Monday  se*nnight,  when  we  hopt 
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to  come  and  see  your  exhibition.  T  promise  mv»elf 
that  your  part  htiII  do  you  credit,  and  gi\e  us  satisfuc* 
tion.  I  could  like  to  come  ovi  r  and  read  the  Klegy 
•with  you  once  more  ;  but  I  know  I  shall  not  be  able, 
and  I  believe  it  Mill  not  be  nfces.'^arv.  I  doubt  not 
but  you  Hill  do  it  very  vvell,  e8f)eci^lly  if  you  can  get 
the  better  of  your  diffidence  and  trepidation.  But  I 
had  much  rather  see  you  a  little  timid,  than  see  you 
assuming  and  affected,  as  some  }oung  people  are.  I 
could  wish  you  to  have  just  so  much  feeling  uben  you 
begin,  as  might  intimate  a  respect  for  the  company; 
and  then  thatyou  should  enter  into  the  spirit  ot  the  poem, 
to  as  in  a  manner  to  forget  every  body  prist  nt,  till 
you  have  done.  There  is  a  great  beauty  in  the  cadence 
and  melody  of  the  verse,  if  you  can  hit  it  off  uithout 
overdoing  it.  If  you  un^'erstand  and  can  teel  the  sub- 
ject, you  will  express  it  properly. 

I  hope  the  Elegy  viill  likewise  lead  you  to  some  pro- 
"fitable  reflections  for  jour  own  ust ,  and  which  may 
excite  ycur  thankfulness  to  the  Lord  To  bin)  you  owe 
your  capacity,  and  to  him  likewise  you  aie  imlebtcdfor 
the  advantages  you  have  of  cullivaliun  It  is  possible, 
that  among  the  children  ue  ujcet  halt  naked  in  the 
streets,  there  may  be  some  who  miglit  have  been  ami- 
able and  admired  in  lile,  if  they  had  been  favoured  with 
the  helps  uhich  the  good  providence  ot  God  has  af- 
forded you.  But  they  grew  up,  poor  things,  in  ignorance 
and  wickedness,  alter  the  example  ot  those  among 
whom  they  live.  And  though  you  would  not  have  been 
like  these,  yet  it  is  probable  you  would  not  have  been, 
as  you  now  may,  and  1  hope  will  be,  it  the  Lord  had 
not  sent  you  to  us.  Though  you  w  ere  deprived  of  your 
own  parents  when  you  were  very  young,  perhaps  no 
child,  in  such  a  case,  has  had* less  cause  to  feel  the  Joss  : 
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because  the  Lord  not  only  made  us  willing  to  take  care 
of  voa,  but  ^ave  us,  immediately  on  our  receiving  you^ 
a  tender  affection  tor  you,  as  if  you  bad  been  our  own ;  ^ 
and  from  that  time  your  welfare  has  been  a  very  princi* 
,  pal  object  uith  us.  You  have  been  guarded  against  the 
follies  and  vanities  which  might  otherwise  have  taken 
an  early  possession  of  your  mind  ;  and  you  have  bf-eii 
acquainted  uith  the  means  ot  grace,  and  the  blessed 
Gospel  I  trust  the  Lord  has  a  gracious  design  to  lead 
vou  to  himselt,  bv  all  these  favourable  circumstances  ia 
which  he  has  placed  you  ;  for,  vi ithout  this,  every  thing 
you  can  learn  or  attain,  would  be  but  of  little  worth. 
I  wish,  indeed,  to  see  you  possessed  of  every  accom- 
plishm<nt  you  can  acquire  at  school;  but  nothing  will 
^atibty  me  lor  you  but  the  grace  ot  God. 

1  am  your  very  atlectionate. 


\ 
.<^. 


LETTER  XVIII. 

My  desj'^reat  Girl,  July  29,  irsS- 

i  OU  seem  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  I  must  always 
write  first;  and  you  see  1  very  readily  submit,  inhopet 
that  u  hen  } our  great  and  many  important  businesses 
will  permit,  you  will  at  least  oblige  n)e  with  an  answer: 
for  it  will  give  your  mamma  and  me,  and  your  cou3iQy 
pleasure  to  know  that  you  are  well. 

While  you  were  a  little  girl,  we  used,  w  hen  you  camo 

home  from  N ,   to  place  you  with  your  back 

against  the  wall,  by  the  fire-place  in  the  parlour,  and 
compare  you  with  your  tormer  marks,  that  we  nnght 
notice  bow  much  taller  you  grew  from  one  half  year  to 
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mnother.  According  to  present  appearaiicf's,  you  are 
likely  to  be  sufficiently  tail,  and  to  shoot  up  apace  I 
need  not  measure,  for  I  can  perceive  by  a  glance  of  the 
eye,  that  you  are  grown  every  time  you  return  to  us. 
But  I  am  watchin^  your  growth  in  another  sense  with 
tnore  attention — I  uish  I  could  say  with  more  satisfac- 
tion. I  wish  to  see  you  outgrow  a  certain  childishness^ 
which  once  looked  very  pretty  in  you,  but  is  by  no 
means  so  pleasing  in  a  person  of  your  years,  and  of 
your  size ;  I  think  I  may  add  of  your  sense  ioo^  for  I 
know  the  Lord  has  given  you  a  good  measure  of  under- 
standing  and  natural  abilities ;  so  that  with  a  proper 
degree  of  attention  and  application,  you  are  very  capa- 
ble of  every  attainment  suitable  to  your  sex  and  your 
situation  in  life.  I  love  to  call  you  my  dear  child,  and 
shall  probably  call  you  so  as  long  as  I  live,  because 
there  is  something  to  me  in  the  sound  of  the  word  child^ 
expressive  of  the  tenderness  and  affection  I  feel  for  you  ; 
but  I  would  not  always  have  you  a  child  in  the  common 
sense  of  the  word.  I  hope  you  will  not  think  I  am 
angry  with  you,  and  1  hope  you  will  not  be  angry  with 
me  lor  giving  you  this  hint.  I  love  to  see  you  cheer- 
ful, and  a  little  occHsional  volatility  in  a  young  person 
favoured  with  health  and  full  of  spirits,  is  very  tolera- 
ble ;  but  then  I  would  have  you  remember,  that  it  is 
high  time  that  a  measure  of  thought,  and  steadiness,  and 
attention,  should  begin  to  mark  your  general  deport- 
ment. Your  dear  mamma,  at  your  age,  was  capable 
of  superintending  the  affairs  of  the  family,  and  was  ac- 
tually called  to  it  ;  and  you  are  now  old  enough,  if 
you  will  do  yourself  justice,  to  take  a  great  deal  of  care 
off  from  her  hands  when  you  are  at  hon;e ;  you  have 
It  in  your  own  power  to  shorten  the  term  of  your  living 
away  from  us.      I  am  glad  that  though  you  like  your 


school  very  well,  yet  you  like  home  better ;  and  T  ani 
sure  we  shall  be  glad  when  we  can  think  it  no  lon;^er 
necessary  to  keep  you  abroad,  for  we  love  your  conn- 
pany,  and  it  is  principally  for  your  own  sake  that  we 
are  constrained  to  part  with  you  But  they  say,  a  word 
to  the  wise  is  enough,  and  therefore  I  shall  add  no  mora 
in  this  strain. 

You  heard  several  of  my  sermons  on  Mary  and 
Martha.  Last  Sunday  night,  I  finished  the  subject  by 
speaking  on  *'  One  thing  is  needful" — a  sentence 
which  I  pray  the  Lord  to  write  upon  your  heart.  Mapy 
things  are  necessary  in  their  places  ;  but  one  thing  is 
absolutely  needful.  It  is  right  that  you  should  be  dili- 
gent at  school,  obedient  and  obliging  to  your  governess 
and  teachers,  and  endeavour,  by  a  kind  and  gentle  be- 
haviour, to  gain  the  esteem  of  your  school-fellows  and 
of  the  whole  family  :  a  regard  to  the  one  thing  needful 
is  very  consistent  with  all  this.  But  though  you  were 
beloved  by  every  body  that  knows  you,  you  cannot  be 
happy  except  you  know  and  love  the  Lord.  The  one 
thing  needful,  therefore,  is  to  seek  him,  and  his  favour, 
w  hich  is  better  than  lite  ;  and  if  you  seek  him,  he  will 
be  found  of  you.  You  are  a  sinner,  and  need  forgive- 
ness ;  you  have  many  wants,  which  he  only  can  supply; 
you  are  growing  up  in  a  world  which  is  full  of  sins, 
snares,  troubles,  and  dangers.  Will  you  not  cry  to  him 
then,  "  My  Father,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my  youth  !* 
You  have  encouragement  to  seek  him,  for  he  himself 
both  invites  and  commands  you  to  do  it ;  and  if  obli« 
gations  and  gratitude  can  prevail,  there  is  no  friend  like 
him,  whose  mercies  are  new  every  morning,  and  who 
died  upon  the  cross  to  redeem  us  from  misery.  I  com- 
mend you  to  his  blessing. 

Your  cousin  is  much  as^he  was  :  she  sends  her  love? 


to  yon.  I  believe  she  loves  you  dearly,  and  I  believe 
you  love  her.  I  hope  you  will  botli  love  each  other  as 
long  as  you  live  upon  this  earth  ;  and  that  afterwards 
you  vvill  meet  in  the  kiogdom  of  love,  aod  be  happy  to- 
gether in  heaven  for  ever.  Mamma  sends  her  best 
love.  Believe  me  to  be  often  thinking  of  you,  and 
praying  for  you,  and  always  desirous  to  show  my  love 
io  deed  and  in  truth. 

Your  affectionate. 


LETTER  XIX. 
My  dear  Child,  October  16,  178S« 

J.  HOPE  you  will  now  be  able  to  rest  yourself;  for 
you  have  had  a  sad  hurrying  time  since  Midsummer. 
So  much  visiting  and  running  about  has.  1  hope,  given 
you  a  right  relish  for  the  retirement  and  regularitv  of 
school.  What  a  pretty  place  you  are  in,  and  what  a 
pretty  time  of  life  it  is  with  you,  it  you  can  but  think 
so,  before  trouble  and  care  have  received  commission 
to  disturb  vou. 

I  could  w  i.sh  that  all  my  letters  might  afford  you  both 
pleasure  and  profit:  I  uould  make  you  smile  some- 
times, and  always  endeavour  to  do  you  good.  At  pre- 
sent I  must  write  a  little  upon  the  subject  of  temper. 
I  do  not  think  your  temper  a  bad  one.  Your  mamma 
and  I  are  always  ready  to  give  you  a  good  character, 
and  it  pleases  us  that  we  can  say  you  are,  in  the  main,  af- 
fectionate and  obliging.  Hut  we  sometimes  observe  that 
in  you,  which  we  could  wish  nobody  took  notice  of  but 
our^eives  J  or  rather,  that  you  would  strive  to  get  quite 


the  better  of  i^  that  we^  who  love  you  so  dearly,  inight 
be  00  more  grieved.  It  is  a  certain  self-willed  impa- 
tience^  which  disposes  you,  when  your  inclinations  are 
pyer-ruled,  or  when  any  thing  is  desired  of  you  which 
does  not  exactly  please  you,  to  pout,  frown,  and  alter 
your  countenance,  so  that  you  often  appear  to  a  disad- 
vantage in  company.  You  do  not  seem  to  find,  or  tp 
think  of  finding,  a  pleasure  in  giving  up  a  thing  to  please 
your  mamma,  but  had  rather  have  your  own  way.  Now 
if  you  sit  down  and  consider  how  much  we  love  you, 
and  study  to  oblige  and  please  you,  I  hope  you  will, 
strive  against  this  humorsome  temper.  I  call  it  so,  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  it  is  owing  to  a  want  of  affection 
and  gratitude  on  your  part,  but  rather  the  effect  of  a 
something  in  your  natural  temper,  which,  if  you  strive 
against,  I  hope  you  will  be  enabled  to  overcome. 

Besides  what  you  owe  to  our  love  and  tenderness,  I 
can  give  you  a  further  reason  why  you  should  attend  to 
this  point.  I  have  told  you  repeatedly,  and  I  tell  you 
again,  that  your  cousin's  coming  to  live  with  us,  will 
not  make  the  slightest  alteration  in  our  love  for  you. 
You  are  still,  and  will  be,  our  own  dear  child  ;  we  have 
love  enough  for  you  both.  But  in  the  outward  expres- 
sion of  our  love,  something  must,  of  course,  depend 
upon  behaviour.  We  are  sometimes  obliged,  though 
with  reluctance,  to  reprove  and  contradict  you ;  now 
we  cannot  reprove  her,  because  she  never  gives  us  ap 
opportunity.  In  the  seven  months  she  has  been  with 
us,  I  never  once  knew  her  debate  with  us,  nor  have  I 
once  seen  a  cloud  upon  her  brow  for  a  single  moment. 
She  watches  our  looks,  and  if  she  perceives  the  slightest 
hint  that  any  thing  she  proposes  is  not  quite  agreeable 
to  us,  she  has  done  with  it  in  a  moment,  and  gives  it 

up  with  a  smile ;  which  shqws  that  it  costs  her  nothing. 
Vol.  VI.  2  U 


but  that  she  really  prefers  pleasbg  us  to  the  pleasing 
herself.  Now  you  must  allow,  my  dear,  that  thb  be* 
haviour  is  very  engaging.  I  wish  you  to  be  equally  en- 
gaging, and  not  to  seem  to  come  short  of  her  in  any 
thing. 

Have  you  heard  of  your  good  friend  Mrs.  ♦♦♦♦  s  ill- 
ness ?  They  have  no  expectation  of  her  recovery ;  nay, 
perhaps  she  is  dead  before  this  time.  How  well  she 
seemed  when  we  dined  there  but  lately !  So  uncertain 
is  life — even  young  people  have  no  assurance  of  con- 
tinuing here ;  but  I  hope  you  will  pray  as  David  did, 
Psal.  xxxix.  4,  and  that  the  Lord  will  hear  your  prayer. 
When  you  come  to  know  him  as  your  Lord  and  Saviour, 
you  may  sing  Simeon's  song.  And  we  cannot  enjoy  life 
with  true  comfort,  till  we  are  delivered  from  the  fear  of 
death. 

I  am  your  affectionate. 


LETTER  XX. 

My  dear  Child,  October  23, 1783. 

TV  HEN  I  showed  my  last  letter  to  your  mamma,  I 
thought  she  looked  as  if  she  was  almost  unwillingl 
should  send  it ;  but  she  did  not  say  so,  and  therefore  it 
went.  She  is  unwilling  to  give  you  pain,  and  so  am  L 
But  I  persuaded  myself  you  would  take  it,  (as  I  meant 
it,)  as  a  proof  of  my  love.  Now  and  then  I  must  gently 
give  you  a  word  of  advice,  but  it  will  always  be  much 
more  pleasing  to  me  to  commend  than  to  find  fault 
Your  welfare  is  very  near  my  heart,  and  I  feel  a  warm 
desire  that  your  behaviour^  in  every  respect^  should  be 
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8ucb  as  to  engage  the  esteem  and  affection  of  all  wbo 
know  you.  I  remember,  wben  you  were  a  little  girl  at 
Northampton  school,  I  once  told  you,  in  a  letter,  that 
wben  the  Lord,  in  bis  providence,  sent  you  to  my  care, 
I  received  you  as  his  gift ;  and  in  the  pleasing  hope  of 
being  an  instrument  in  his  hand  of  doing  you  good,  I 
found  such  affection  for  you,  that  I  would  not  part  with 
you  for  your  weight  in  gold.  And  though  you  are  much 
heavier  now  than  you  were  then,  I  can  say  the  same 

still. 

Mrs.  W****  had  been  ill  some  days  before  I  heard 

of  it,  and  then  I  was  told  she  was  at  the  point  of  death. 
This  information,  with  some  hindrances  and  difficulties 

in  the  way,  prevented  my  gqing  to ;  so  that  I 

did  not  see  her.  She  was  an  old  and  kind  acquaintance, 
and  though  of  late  years  I  was  not  often  in  her  com- 
pany, I  feel  that  I  have  lost  a  friend  whom  I  loved. 
Such  is  the  state  of  this  world.  If  we  live  long  in  it, 
we  must  expect  to  see  our  friends  drop  off  one  after 
another,  as  the  leaves  at  this  season  of  the  year  fall  from 
the  trees.  £ut  the  pain  which  Christians  feel  at  part- 
ing with  their  Christian  friends,  is  alleviated  by  two 
considerations  :  first,  that  now  they  are  gone,  they  are 
much  more  happy  than  they  could  be  here ;  and  se- 
condly,  we  hope  ere  long  to  be  with  them  again,  and  to 
share  in  their  songs  and  joys  before  the  throne  of  God. 
This,  my  dear  child,  is  the  desire  of  my  soul  for  you, 
that  while  you  live  and  wben  you  die,  you  may  be  the 
Lord*s.  Nothing  but  this  will  satisfy  me.  And  for 
this  I  often  pray.  My  thoughts  and  prayers  are  often 
employed  for  you,  when  perhaps  you  are  asleep.  I 
cannot  make  many  very  particular  requests  for  you, 
because  I  know  not  what  is  best  for  you  ;  but  when  I 
pray  that  you  may  have  wisdom  and  grace  to  seek  and 
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know  the  Lord,  and  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  be  your  Saviour  and  Shepherd,  and  the  guide  of  your 
youth,  I  am  sure  I  do  not  ask  amiss.  I  have  a  cheer- 
ful hope  that  he  will  put  you  among  his  children,  guide 
you  through  this  wilderness  world  by  his  counsel,  and 
afterwards  receive  you  to  his  glory ;  and  that  he  sent 
you  to  me,  that  you  might  have  the  benefit  of  those 
means  of  grace  and  instructions,  which  by  his  blessing 
will  be  effectual  to  make  you  wise  unto  salvation. 

Though  he  alone  can  work  in  you  to  will,  and  to  do 
according  to  his  good  pleasure,  yet  there  is  something 
incumbent  on  you.  He  has  said,  **  They  who  seek 
"  me,  shall  find  me."  You  must  therefore  seek  him ; 
and  he  is  not  far  from  you.  He  is  about  your  bed, 
and  about  your  path.  Yea,  he  is  still  nearen  I  hope 
there  are  seasons  when  you  can  perceive  him  knocking, 
as  it  were,  at  the  door  of  your  heart.  Do  not  you  at 
times  perceive  something  within  you  bearing  witness  to 
the  truths  of  his  word  ;  warning  you  of  the  evil  of  sin, 
reminding  you  of  death  and  eternity,  and  stirring  up 
your  desires  towards  himself?  At  such  times  you  may 
be  sure  the  Lord  is  near.  He  made  the  heart,  and  be 
knows  how  to  affect  it.  Such  warnings  and  calls  from 
his  Good  Spirit,  I  can  recollect  when  I  was  a  child 
younger  than  you  ;  I  can  remember  getting  into  comers 
by  myself,  and  praying  with  some  earnestness,  before  I 
was  eight  years  old.  Afterwards,  alas  !  I  proved  rebel- 
lious. I  cast  off  his  fear,  and  would  have  my  own  way ; 
and  thereby  I  plunged  myself  into  abundance  of  sin 
and  misery.  But  I  hope  you  will  be  more  obedient 
Think  of  him  as  oilen  as  you  can ;  make  a  point  of 
praying  to  him  in  secret,  remembering  that  when  you 
are  most  alone,  he  is  still  \rith  you.     M' hen  you  pray, 

deavour  simply  to  express  your  wants  and  feelings 


just  as  if  you  were  speaking  to  me.  Fine  words  iLnd 
phrases,  some  people  abound  in ;  but  true  prayer  is  the 
genuine  language  of  the  heart,  which  the  Lord  under- 
stands and  accepts,  however  brokenly  expressed.  The 
woman  of  Canaan  only  said,  "  Lord  help  me  T  The 
publican's  prayer  was  almost  as  short,  "  God  be  mer* 
'^  ciful  to  me  a  sinner :"  and  both  were  heard. 

The  Bible,  or  the  New  Testament,  is  frequently  used 
at  school,  as  a  school-book;  and  children  often  think  no 
more  of  it  than  just  to  read  their  appointed  lesson.^  But 
I  hope  you  will  consider  it  as  God's  book,  and  wheo 
you  take  it  in  hand,  open  it  with  reverence,  and  read  with 
attention,  as  you  think  you  would  if  you  expected  to 
bear  him  speak  to  you  with  an  audible  voice  from  hea- 
ven. The  plainest  and  most  affecting  part  of  the  Bible, 
is  the  hbtory  of  our  Saviour  in  the  evangelists ;  read 
it  often,  that  you  may  be  well  acquainted  with  it.  I 
pray  him  to  enable  you  to  understand  what  you  read. 
Surely  when  you  read  who  he  b,  what  he  did,  what  be 
suffered,  and  what  he  has  promised  to  poor  sinners,  you 
will,  you  must,  love  him  1  And  if  you  once  love  him^ 
you  will  study  to  please  him.  The  Lord  bless  you. 
€five  our  love  t*  your  governess,  and  all  friends. 

Believe  me  to  be  your  very  affectionate. 


LETTER  XXL 
My  dear  CMld,  October  30,  1783. 

JL  HOUGH  I  lately  sent  you  a  long  letter  by  the  post, 
which  I  hope  you  received  on  Tuesday,  I  must  write 
again ;  and  I  take  a  new  pen  and  a  sheet  of  gUt  paper, 
that  I  may,  in  the  best  manner  I  can,  make  you  a  re- 


tarn  for  your  letter  which  I  received  yesterday.  I 
would  not  delay  long  to  let  you  know  how  much  your 
maoinia  and  I  were  pleased  with  it  It  is  a  great  hap- 
piness to  us  that  we  are  well  assured  of  your  desire  and 
intention  to  oblige  us ;  and  we  hope  not  to  be  behind- 
hand with  you. 

We  are  very  far  from  thinking  your  temper  is  bad ; 
tfie  manner  of  your  answer  b  a  proof  of  the  contrary. 
You  may  sometimes  need  a  word  of  advice  or  admo- 
nition ;  I  believe  even  this  will  not  be  often  necessary ; 
and  when  there  is  occasion,  my  affection  will  prompt 
me  to  offer  it  with  so  much  tenderness,  that  it  shall 
look  as  little  like  reproof  as  possible ;  and  I  hope  and 
expect  to  find  many  more  occasions  for  commending- 
than  for  reproving  you. 

Should  it  please  the  Lord  to  spare  your  cousin,  a 
time  will  come  when  you  will  live  together,  and,  I  be- 
lieve,  love  each  other  dearly.  I  would  certainly  wish 
you  to  imitate  her  in  any  thing  that  you  see  b  com- 
mendable; and  there  will  be  other  things,  I  trust,  in 
which  you  may  be  a  pattern  to  her.  Thus  you  may  be 
mutually  useful  to  each  other ;  and  we  will  love '  you 
both,  and  rejoice  in  you  both.  We  shall  not  love  you 
a  hair's  breadth  the  less  than  we  should  have  done  if 
we  had  never  seen  her. 

Indeed,  I  cannot  be  sufficiently  thankful  to  the  Lord, 
that  when  be  was  pleased  in  hi^  providence  to  put  two 
children  under  my  care,  they  should  be  both  of  such  an 
amiable,  affectionate  disposition,  as  would  win  my  love 
if  they  had  been  strangers,  and  not  so  nearly  related  as 
you  and  your  cousin  are  to  us.  And  though  I  consider 
you  both  now  as  my  own  children,  yet  you  are  still  my 
eldest,  and  my  having  a  second,  will  be  no  prejudice  to 
your  birthright. 


I^Al.  ToJIfiM****.  951^ 

-  I  have  not  a  bit  of  news  that  I  can  think  of  to  send 
you*  Your  mamma  is  pretty  well,  and  your  cousin  like- 
wise ;  but  she  is  much  confined,  for  if  the  weather  is 
either  wet  or  cold,  we  cannot  venture  her  abroad.  She 
does  not  seem  to  want  to  go  out,  except  to  church. 
When  w&  are  going  thither,  it  is  some  trial  to  her  to  be 
left  behind  ;  but  she  is  satisfied,  because  she  thinks  her 
aunt  is  the  most  proper  judge  whether  she  can  go  with 
safety  or  not 

You,  my  dear,  are  favoured  with  health,  and  I  hope 
you  will  be  thankful  for  4|t.  Your  cousin,  and  twenty 
other  young  people  I  coti^d  name,  know  the  value  of 
health  by  the  want  of  it  The  Lord  can  make  sickness  a 
blessing  when  he  b  pleased  to  send  it ;  but  still  a  good 
state  of  health  is  a  great  privilege.  If  your  life  should 
be  prolonged,  it  may  be  a  good  while  before  increase  of 
years  makes  a  sensible  change  in  your  constitution,  but 
you  will  feel  it  at  last.  When  you  see  an  old  woman 
tottering  about  with  a  stick,  consider  that  she  was  once 
as  young  as  you  are  now,  and  probably  h^r  spirits  as 
lively,  and  her  limbs  as  agile  as  yours.  Suppose  it  may 
be  fifty  years  before  you  are  like  her,  such  a  space, 
which  seems  long  beforehand,  will  seem  very  short  when 
it  is  past,  and  there  is  hardly  one  in  fifty  of  your  age, 
that  will  be  alive  fifty  years  hence. 

Dangers  stand  thick  through  all  the  ground. 

To  push  us  to  our  tomb  ; 
And  fierce  diseases  wait  around, 

To  huny  mortals  home. 

How  just,  therefore,  and  important  is  that  advice,  **  Re- 
''  member  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth,  before 
'*  the  evil  days  come  1" 
And  whom  should  we  remember  if  we  forget  him  ? 


Our  Creator  is  our  Redeeoier ;  Isa.  liv.  5 ;  the 
Saviour,  the  Lover  of  souls,  ivbo  assumed  our  nature, 
that  he  might  be  capable  of  dying  for  us.  Shall  we  not 
remember  him  who  endured  agonies,  and  sweat  bloody 
and  hung  upon  the  cross,  that  we  might  escape  the 
misery  we  have  deserved,  and  be  made  the  children  of 
God !  I  wish  the  poet  s  words  may  express  the  very 
feeling  of  your  heart  and  mine : — 

Remember  thee  !— 
Yes,  from  the  table  of  my  memory 
I'U  wipe  away  all  trivpl  fond  records, 
All  saws  of  books,  alFforms,  all  pressures  past, 
That  youth  and  observation  copied  there  ; 
And  thy  Ciommandment  all  alone  shall  live 
Within  the  book  and  vdlmne  ofmy  brain, 
Unmix'd  with  baser  matter. 

I  commend  you  to  his  love,  and  pray  him  to  write 
bis  name  upon  your  heart     We  all  join  in  love  to  you. 

Believe  me  to  be  your  affectionate. 
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LETTER  I. 

To  Mr.  B*^* 

My  Dear  Sir,  May  1,  1780. 

X  BLAME  myself  and  ask  your  pardon,  for  not  writ- 
ing sooner.  My  confinement  occasioned  me  so  many 
visits  from  kind  friends,  that  it  added  little  to  my  usual 
time  of  leisure.  Your  first  letter,  enclosing  Mr.  C*****s^ 
came  safe ;  as  did  the  second,  but  that  was  posterior  to 
mine  to  Mbs  P*****,  and  therefore  I  could  not  then 
acknowledge  it.  I  now  thank  you  for  them  both,  and 
for  that  dated  the  S7th  of  April.  As  the  news  of  yotif 
illness  and  your  amendment  came  together,  my  sym- 
pathy was  concern  mixed  with  pleasure ;  and  having  as 
much  that  seemed  to  require  immediate  attention  as  I 
could  well  find  time  for,  I  believe  the  hope  of  seeing 
you  soon  in  town,  made  me  the  more  easy  to  let  your 
letter  lie  by  unanswered. 

My  arm,  I  believe,  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  well,  ex- 
cepting a  stiffness  in  it,  from  being  so  long  confined  in 
one  position.  I  have  it  now  as  much  out  of  the  sling 
as  in  it.    I  have  been  able^towear  my  coat  for  a  week 
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past ;  the  surgeon,  however,  thinks  it  prudent,  though 
not  necessary,  to  keep  on  my  bandage  for  a  few  days 
longer.  I  believe  the  aroi  has  advanced  as  happily,  as 
speedily,  and  with  as  little  pain,  as  possible. 

My  spirit  has  been  peaceful;  it  is  a  -  small  thing  to 
say  resigned,  for  I  have  seen  it  a  dispensation  full  of 
mercy,  and  have  not  been  permitted  to  feel  a  wish  that 
k  had  been  otherwise.  Especially  as,  through  the  Lord's 
mercy,  Mrs.  N^^^*^  felt  no  abiding  ill  effect  from  the  great 
terror  she  was  at  first  seized  with,  and  which  I  feared 
might  have  brought  a  return  of  all  her  nervous  com- 
plaints. But  he  is  very  gracious  to  us,  and  she  is  re- 
markably well. 

I  think  you  must  have  suffered  more  than  I  have 
done  of  late;  but  our  faithful  and  good  Shepherd 
affords  to  us  both,  strength  according  to  our  dby.  He 
knows  our  frame,  and  will  lay  no  more  on  us  than  fae 
will  enable  us  to  bear ;  yea,  I  trust,  no  more  than  he 
will  cause  to  work  for  our  good  :  he  delighteth  in  our 
prosperity ;  our  comforts  of  every  kind  come  free  and 
undeserved.  But  when  we  are  afflicted,  it  is  because 
there  is  a  need-be  for  it.  He  does  it  not  willingly.  Our 
trials  are  either  salutary  medicines,  or  honourable  ap- 
pointments, to  put  us  in  such  circumstances  as  may 
best  qualify  us  to  show  forth  his  praise.  Usually  he 
has  both  these  ends  in  view;  we  always  stand  in  need 
of  correction ;  and  when  he  enables  us  to  suffer  with  pa- 
tience, we  are  then  happy  witnesses  to  others  of  the 
truth  of  his  promises,  and  the  power  of  his  grace  in  us. 
For  nothing  but  the  influence  of  God's  good  Spirit  can 
keep  us,  at  such  times,  either  from  despondence  or  im- 
patience. If  left  to  ourselves  in  trouble,  we  shall  either 
sink  down  into  a  sullen  grief,  or  toss  and  rebel  like  a 
wild  bull  in  a  net. 


Our  difietent  posta  are,  at  yoa  observe,  by  the  Lard's 
wise  appointment ;  and  therefore  must  be  best  for  as 
respectivdy.  .  Mine  is.  fiiU  of  trials  and  difficulties ;  in- 
deed, I  should  soon  make  sad  work  <tf  it  without  bis 
continual  help,  and  should  have  reason  to  tremble  every 
moment,  if  he  did  not  maintain  in  me  a  humble  confi- 
dence, that  he  will  help  me  to  the  end.  He  bids  met 
"  Fear  not ;"  and  at  the  same  time  he  says,  ^^  Happy 
"  is  the  man  that  feareth.  always."  How  to  fear,  and 
not  to  fear,  at  the  same  time,  is,  I  believe,  one  branch 
o£  that  secret  of  the  Lord  which  none  can  understand 
but  by  the  teaching  of  his  Spirit  When  I  think  of  oiy 
heart,  of  the  world,  of  the  powers  of  darkness,  what 
cause  of  continual  fear,  I  am  on  an  enemy's  ground, 
and  cannot  mo\'e  a  step  but  some  snare  is  spread  for 
my  feet  But  when  I  think  of  the  person,  grace,  power, 
care,  and  faithfulness  of  my  Saviour^  why  may  I  not  say, 
I  will  trust  and  not  be  afraid,  for  the  Lord  of  hosts  is 
with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge.  I  wish  to  be 
delivered  from  anxious  and  unbelieving  fear,  which 
weakens  the  hands,  and  disquiets  the  heart  I  wish  to 
increase  in.a  humble  jealousy  and  distrust  of  myself,  and 
of  every,  thmg  about  me ;  I  am  imperfect  in  both  re- 
spects, but  I  hope  my  desire  is  to  Him  who  has  pro- 
mised to  do  all  things  for  me. 

Your  desire  for  the  mortification  of  self,  in  every  view 
and  form,  is,  I  hope,  mine  likewise.  Yet  I  would  re- 
gulate it  by  the  word  of  God,  so  as  not  to  expect  more 
than  is  promised.  I  cannot  properly  expect  a  perfect 
exemption  from  conflict,  because  I  believe  it  is  the  wiftr 
of  God  I  should  have  something  to  conflict  with  while 
I  am  here.  To  be  sensible  of  the  motions  of  sin  in  me, 
watchful  against  them,  humbled  for  them,  this  I  desire ; 
and  I  beliave  the  more  I  advance  in  grace,  the  more 


% 
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JMingly  I  shall  say, ''  Behold,  I  an  ▼ife.''  But  desirable 
and  precious  as  sanctificatioii  is,  it  is  not,  I  trust  it 
will  never  be,  the  ground  of  my  hope.  Nor  were  I 
as  sinless  as  an  angel  in  glorff  could  I  have  a  better 
ground  of  hope  than  I  have  at  present  For  accept- 
ance, I  rely,  (oh  that  I  indeed  did,)  simply,  wholly^  and 
solely,  upon  the  obedience  unto  death  of  my  surety.*— 
Jesus  is  my  righteousness,  my  life,  and  m^  salvation. 
^I  am  sdll  a  sinner ;  but  he  who  knew  no  sin  was  made 
sin  for  me,  that  I  might  be  the  righteousness  of  God 
^in  him.  This  right  to  eternal  life  by  believing  id  the 
{Sk>n  of  God,  is,  in  my  view,  equal  in  all  who  do  so  be- 
lieve, and  as  perfect  and  sure  when  they  first  bdieve, 
as  at  the  last  moment  of  life ;  as  perfect  and  sure  in 
the  thief  on  the  cross,  as  in  an  apostle  or  martyr. — 
An  infant  is  as  truly  alive  as  a  grown  person,  though 
all  bis  members  and  faculties  are  in  a  state  of  weak- 
ness. Therefore  with  respect  to  my  acceptance,  I 
would  put  my  graces  as  much  out  of  the  question  as 
my  actual  sins.  That  word  suited  me  at  first,  and  will 
suit  me  to  the  end — '^  To  him  that  workedi  not,  but 
**  believeth  on  him  who  justified  the  ungodly." 

This  morning,  (May-day,)  I  preached  for  Mr.  R*** 
a  sermon  to  young  people ;  it  reminded  me  a  little  of 

my  annual  new-year's  sermon  at ;    but  though  I 

had  some  liberty,  I  feel  a  difference  between  speaking 
to  one's  own  children,  and  those  of  another.    They 
were  my  own  proper  charge,  and  the  concern  of  their 
^souls  was  laid  upon  me  with  a  peculiar  weight 
t^  I  am,  dear  sir,  &c. 


^ 
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IiETTER  n. 


Mf  dear  Sir,  Dec.  3,  irso. 


T 


HE  JLord  is  ri$en  indeed. .  This  b  his  day,  wbea 
we  are  called  to  meet  in  his  house,  aad,  (we  in  this 
liraoch  of  his  family,)  to  rejoice  at  bis  table.  I  meant 
to  write  yesterday,  but  could  not.  I  trust  it  is  not 
unsuitable  to  the  design  and  privilege  of  this  day,  U> 
give  you  a  morning  salutation  in  his  name ;  and  to  say. 
Come  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his 
name  together.  If  I'  am  not  mistaken,  I  have  met 
you  this  morning  already.  Were  you  not  at  Getbse- 
mane;  have  you  not  been  at  Golgotha?  did  I  not 
see  you  at  the  tomb?  This  is  our  usual. circuit,  yours 
and  mine,  on  these  mornings,  indeed  every  moming ; 
for  what  other  places  are  worth  visiting  ?  what  other 
objects  are  worth  seeing?  O  this  wonderful  lovei 
this  blood  of  sovereign  efficacy  !  the  infallible  antidote 
which  kills  sin,  cures  the  sinner,  gives  sight  to  the 
blind,  and  life  to  the  dead.  How  often  have  I  known 
it  turn  sorrow  into  joy. 

0  thou  Saviour  and  Sun  of  the  soul,  shine  forth 
this  morning,  and  cheer  and  gladden  all  our  hearts ! 
Shine  upon  me  and  mine,  upon  all  whom  I  love,  and 
on  all  who  love  thee !  Shine  powerjfijlly  on  my  dear 

friends  at ,  and  let  us  know  that,  though  we  are 

absent  from  each  other,  thou  art  equally  near  to  us  all. 

1  must  to  breakfast,  then  dress,  and  away  to  court. 
Oh  for  a  sight  of  the  King!  and  oh  to  hear  him  speak! 
for  his  voi9e  is  music,  and  his  person  is  beauty. — 
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When  be  says,  Remember  me,  and  the  heart  hears, 
what  a  train  of  incidents  is  at  once  revived ! — ^firom  the 
manger  to  the  cross,  what  he  said,  what  he  did,  how 
he  lived,  bow  hefloved/faow  he^ied ;  all  is  marvellous, 
affecting,  humbling,  transporting!  I  think  I  know 
what  I  would  be,  and  what  I  would  do  too  if  I  could. 
How  near  would  I  get,  how  low  would  I  fall,  how 
would  I  weep  and  sing  in  a  breath;  and  with  what 
solemn  earnestness  wouAd  I  recoinmend  him  to  my  fel- 
low sinners.  But,  alas !  when  I  would  do  good,  evil 
]|  present  with  me.  Pray  for  me,  and  help  me  like- 
wise to  praise  the  Lord,  for  bb  mercies  nre  new  every 
morning  and  enery  moment 

I  am  your  affectionate. 


I 


LETTER    ni. 


My  dear  Sir,  Jaiiuuy  8,  1781. 


N  my  peregrinations  to-day,  I  saw  Mr.  L****,  Mr. 
»♦****,  and  Mrs.  G*****;  Mr.  G****»  called 
here  while  I  was  abroad,  so  that  I  missed  bearing 
your  letter  to  him,  but  he  read  it  to  my  dear ;  and  I 
have  seen  a  copy  of  your  son's  letter. 

1  understand  your  views  ^nd  feelings  so  well,  that 
my  letter  will  not  have  such  an  air  of  condolence  as 
some  people  might  expect  on  a  like  occasion.  The 
first  thing  that  strikes  me  respecting  your  personal 
concern  in  the  late  awful  calamity,  calls  rather  for 
congratulation.  I  see  your  beloved  son  preserved  in 
the  midst  of  general  ruin ;  in  bis  preservation  I  see  the 
immediate,  the  wonderful  hand  of  the  Lord  stretched 


out ;  I  consider  it  as  an  answer  to  your  prayers ;  I 
humbly  hope  it  is  a  token  of  further  good  respectjag 
hioii  add  that  the  restrainiog  word,  Destr<gy  it  not,  for 
a  blessing  is  in  it,  is  applicable  to  his  case.     I  find, 
lil^ewise,  that  but  one  life  was  lost  on  your  estate^- 
vhicb,  to  a  mind  like  yours,  I  am  sure  is  an  alleviating 
circumstance.     For  the  rest,  I  am  sure  you  have  lost 
nothing  but  what  He,  if  he  sees  it  good,  can  restore 
with  a  large  increase ;  nothing  that  is  directly  necessary 
to  your  peace  and  comfort  even  in  the  present  life; 
nothing  that  is  worth  naming  when  compared  to  that 
which  you  love  above  all.     You  may  still,  and  I  trust 
you  will,  find  the  Lord  as  near,  as  gracious,  and  the  light 
of  his  countenance  as  sweet,  as  cheering,  as  ever*    And 
you  have  an  estate  in  a  kingdom  which  cannot  be  shaken, 
out  of  the   reach  of  earthquakes,    hurricanes,    and 
enemies.     Indeed  you  do  not  think  you  have  lost  any 
thing  in  strictness  of  speech,  because  you  have  been 
taught  of  God  not  to  consider  any  thing  you  possess 
as  properly  your  own.     You  feel  yourself  the  Lord's 
servant  and  steward,  and  whether  he  is  pleased  to  en-  . 
large  or  abridge  the  talents  he  has  intrusted  to  your 
care,  your  chief  solicitude  in  either  cas.e,  is  to  be  faith-^ 
ful  to  every  intimation  of  his  will.  .  I  believe  that  if 
the  whole  produce  of  Jamaica  centered  in  your  ware- 
houses,   the  Lord  would  not  permit   you   to  forget 
that  you  are  a  stranger  and  pilgrim  upon  earth ;  and 
I  believe  if  you  were  not  to  receive  a  pepper-corn  from 
it  in  future,  he  would  still  make  you  happy  in  himself. 
I  judge  thus  for  what  he  has  done,  for  you  already; 
he  has  given  you  a  taste  and  a  desire  which  nothing 
but  himself  can  satisfy ;  he  has  shown  you  the  secret 
of  his  holy  religion ;  and  by  leading  you  to  fix  your 

dependence  upon  him,  has  raised  you  to  a  lioblc  state 
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of  inHependence  with  regard  to  creatures  and  contin- 
gencies, which  are  all  in  his  band,  and  can  do  us  neither 
good  nor  harm  but  of  his  bidding. 

fiarbadoes  and  Martinico,  it  seems,  have  suffered  still 
flMire.  It  is  observable,  that  during  the  whole  summer, 
while  we  and  the  French  had  larg^  fleets  in  those  seas, 
the  Lord  would  not  permit  them  to  do  any  consider- 
i^ble  harm  on  either  side.  He  was  pleased  to  take  the 
business  into  his  own  hands,  and  has  shown  us  how 
easily  he  can  strike  such  a  blow  as  shall  constrain  even 
enemies  to  commisserate  each  other. 

Mr.  p****  tuld  me  this  morning,  that  it  is  supposed 
Jersey  is  taken.  Thus  the  cloud  grows  darker.  The 
flames  of  war  are  still  spreading  wider,  and  difficulties 
aeem  increasing  on  every  side.  The  Lord's  hand  is 
lifted  up;  men  will  not  see;  thus  far  the  prophecy  is 
fiulfilled.  I  tremble  at  what  umy  further  concern  us  in 
the  following  clause,  ''  But  they  shall  see !"  If  he 
undertakes  to  make  this  insensible  nation  know  that  he 
is  the  Lord,  he  will  certainly  accomplish  his  purpose. 
What  it  may  cost  us  before  we  learn  the  lesson, 
w  ho  can  say  ?  but  he  will  be  mindful  of  those  that  fear 
bim.  That  word,  ''  It  shall  be  well  w  ith  the  righteous,'* 
cannot  be  broken.  Hitherto  the  nation  is  in  a  deep 
sleep,  and  professors,  I  am  afraid,  are  sadly  slumbering. 
I  can  hardly  find  any  uhere  around  nic,  (alas!  that  I 
cannot  find  in  myself,)  a  spirit  of  humiliation  and 
prayer,  in  any  degree  answerable  to  the  state  of  the 
times. — Oh  timt  tlie  Lord  would  giaciously  revive  us  ! 
"W  c  have,  indeed,  abundance  of  preacliing  and  abun- 
dance ot  hearers  ;  there  are,  doubtless,  many  individuals 
alive  and  in  earnest,  but  the  bulk  of  those  who  avow 
an  attnchment  to  the  Gospel,  are  too  little  affected 
either  for  tliciuselves  or  others. 
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Mrs.  •***  is  pretty  well,  sho  has  had  but  little 
complaint  since  P***n  has  been  ill,  who  likewise  ia 
now  getting  better.  The  child  scalded  her  foot  on 
new-year's  day,  through  mercy  but  slightly  :  it  was  a 
gentle  memorial  to  us  how  entirely  dependent  we  are 
on  his  protection  for  safety '  in  our  smoothest  hours. 
We  are  frail  and  feeble  creatures,  it  is  not  needful  to 
raise  a  hurricane  to  destroy  us ;  were  he  only  to  with- 
draw his  arm  for  a  moment,  some  unthought-of  evil 
would  presently  overwhelm  us.  It  did  not  prevent 
her  hearing  my  sermon  to  young  people  that  nighty 
but  she  has  been  confined  to  the  house  since.  My 
health  continues  firm,  and  I  am  enabled  to  preach 
with  apparent  liberty,  with  what  effect  God  only 
knows,  but  I  am  sometimes  afraid  there  is  more  sound 
than  power.  I  am  well  attended,  and  encouraged  to 
hope  that  I  do  not  labour  wholly  in  vain. 

May  the  grace  of  our  good  Shepherd  be  with  us  all. 
Let  us  praise  him  for  what  is  past,  and  (rheerfully  trust 
him  for  what  is  to  come.  He  knows  where  and  what 
we  are,  and  numbers  the  very  hairs  of  our  heads. 

I  am,  most  affectionately. 

Your  much  obliged,  &e. 


LETTER  IV. 
^y  dear  Miss  M*»*»,  March  13,'^78l. 

XF  wishes  and  purposes  were  always  effectual,  I 
should  not  have  been  so  long  three  letters  in  debt  to 
your  house ;  I  would  answer  all  if  I  could,  but  perhaps 


il  wilt  take  tke  ietsuie  of  two  €F  three  mornings  to 
answer  one,  and  the  first  mast  be  to  you,  beeause  H 
k  sa seldom  I  have  one  horn  you  to  ansnier. 

I  saw  Mr.  ****  yesterday,  he  informed  me  of 
llr.  ****'s  death  ;  though  I  knew  bim  Dot^  I  felt 
k  as  an  etent  in  which  my  dear  Mr.  B****  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  indeed  the  suddenness  of  it  sferock  me. 
The  uncertainty  of  life  has  been  a  theme  for  decla- 
mation  in  all  ages,  but  by  how  lew  is  it  practically  laid 
to  heart !  Happy  they  who  knoiv  whom  they  have  be^ 
Keved,  and  are  waiting  with  desire  his  reeall  home  to 
hknself,  that  they  may  sec  him  as  be  is  !  I  am  bound  to 
pray  that  this  bereaving  stroke  may  be  sanctified  to  his 
fiimily.  But  Mr.  ****  told  me  something  that  affected 
me  still  more  nearly.  He  says  that  Mrs.  B***^  has 
been  worse  this  fortoight  past.  I  believe  I  am  foolish 
and  inconsistent,  but  I  cannot  help  it  When  the 
Lord  has  taken  her  to  himself,  I  hope  I  shall  say, — 
^'  Thy  will  be  done/'  I  hope  I  shall  follow  her  with  my 
thoughts,  and  feel  some  satisfaction  in  thinking — Now 
she  is  out  of  the  reach  of  pain  and  sorrow  for  ever ; 
now  she  sees  her  Saviour's  fiace  without  a  veil,  and 
sings  his  praise  without  the  interruption  of  a  single 
sigh ;  now  she  is  a  pillar  of  the  heavenly  temple,  and 
shall  go  no  more  out.  But  at  present,  and  while  she 
is  continued  with  us,  I  feel  an  anxiety  and  a  desire, 
which  I  fear  are  \>rong;  I  feel  unwilling  to  lose  such 
a  friend  ;  and  I  am  sure  I  feel  for  those  who  are  more 
nearly  interested  in  hcrthim  myself. 

Tell  her,  dear  Miss  M.  that  Mrs.  N.  and  T,  are 
not  willinjnr  to  think  anv  but  her  ov\n  children  can  ex- 
ceed  us  in  love  and  sympathy ;  that  we  shall  be  think- 
ing of  her,  speaking  of  her,  and,  (1  hope,)  prayin^  for 
htrdfilv,  and  for  you  all.      Vvcll,  let  the  flesh   say 


vbttCit  will^  ti'e  know  that  all  is  well.  Wecannollot% 
her  so  well  as  He  that  bought  her  with  his  blood.  And, 
ab !  how  faint  is  our  tendcimess  compared  with  his. 
H&  will  Bol  let  bis  ehildrea  feel  one  pain  too  man^,  or 
too  sharp.  He  will  enable  Ibem  to  glorify  Kim  even 
tt  the  fire»  and  be  will  sooq'  wipe  away  e? ery  tear. 

I  am  glad  to  find  that  the  Lord  Irada  yaa  furtfaer 
afid  deeper  into  the  mysteries  ef  bis  sakvalion.     Aa  a 
theory  it  may  be  expressed  in  a  few  words ;  but  %o  tiie 
a  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  o(  God  as  our  wisdom, 
righteousness,  and  strength,  considered  as  a  matter  of 
experience,  is  what  we  usually  attain  to  by  slow  dcK 
greeSj  and  at  best  but  imperfectly.      We  are  always 
capoble  of  further  advances,  and  are  frequently  obliged 
to  learn  over  again  that  which  we  thought  ive  bad 
learned  already.     My  sentiments  on  this  point  stmu 
tolerably  clear,  but  in  practice  I  fall  sadly  short,  and 
feel  that  the  principles  of  self  and  unbelief,  are  stiR 
deeply  rooted  in  me.      However,  I  trust  I  am  in  the 
school  of  the  great  Teacher,  and  I  humbly  hope  be 
will  carry  on  the  work  he  has  begun.    What  I  wand, 
what  I  pray  for,  is  a  simple  dependent  spirit,  to  be 
willing  to  put  myself  entirely  into  his  hands,  to  follow 
him  without  asking  questions,  to  believe  him  witk^nt 
making  objections,   and  to  receive  and  expect  every 
thing  in  his  own  time  and  in  his  way.      This  is  the 
course  we  take  when  we  consult  an  earthly  physician  ; 
we  consult  him,  but  we  do  not  pretend  to  (Krect  him. 
Thus  would  I  give  myself  up  to  my  heavenly  infal- 
lible  Physician ;  but  this  is  one  branch  of  the  good 
which,  when  I  would  do,  I  find  evil  is  present  with  mc. 
But  it  Is  likewise  one  part  of  the  sickness  I  groan  under, 
and  which  He  has  in  mercy  undertaken  to  cure ;  and 
therefore,  though  I  am  very  sick  indeed,  I  trust  I 


ibUl  not  die,  but  live  and   declare   his  wonderful 
works. 

I  lone  aimed  to  be  soroetfaing.  I  now  wish  I  was 
man  heartily  willing  to  be  nothing.  A  cypher,  a 
nmod  O'is  by  itself  a  thing  of  do  value,  and  a  millioa 
(rf  them  set  in  a  row  amount  to  no  more  than  a  sini^e 
one ;  but  place  a  significant  figure  before  the  row,  and 
^u  may  soon  express  a  larger  number  than  you  can 
well  conceive.  Thus  my  wisdom  is  0,  my  righteous- 
ness is  0,  my  strength  is  0.  But  put  the  w  isdorn, 
power,  and  grace  of  Jesus  before  theui,  let  me  be 
united  to  him,,  let  his  power  rest  upon  my  ueakness, 
and  be  magnified  in  it,  in  thu  wa)  I  t^hall  be  some- 
thing. Not  in  and  of  myself,  but  in  and  finm  Him. 
Thus  the  apostle  speaks  of  bring  Jilitd  icith  all  the 
Julness  of  God.  What  an  aniazioi;  expres.'^ion  !  Tliui 
so  far  as  we  die  to  self,  Christ  iiveih  in  us.  He  is 
the  light  by  which  we  see ;  He  is  the  lile  by  which  we 
live;  He  is  the  strength  by  which  we  v\alk,  and  by 
bis  immediate  virtue  and  influence,  all  cnir  works  and 
firuits  are  produced.  We  have  no  sufliciency  in  uur- 
setves,  hut  we  have  all- sufficiency  in  Him,  and  at  one 
and  the  same  time  we  feel  a  conviction  that  ue  can  do 
nothing,  and  an  ability  to  do  all  things  that  fall  within 
the  line  of  our  calling.  When  I  am  weak,  then  1  am 
ftroog. 

I  am,  dear  Miss  M**** 
Your  very  aflectionate  and  obliged  servant. 


k 
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A 


kETTER  V. 


My  dear  Miss  M»**»,  April  It,  17«1. 


CCEPT  tny  sincere,  though  rather  tardy  thanks  for 
your  favour  of  the  1  Ith  February;  I  beg  you  likewise 
to  accept  my  assurance,  that  if  leisure  and  opportuni- 
ty were  with  me  in  any  proportion  to  my  inclination, 
your  letters  would  be  very  speedily  answered. 

I  knew  you  would  be  a  favourable  reader  of  Car- 
cliphonia.  Your  kind  partiality  to  the  writer  would 
dispose  you  to  put  the  best  construction  on  what  you 
read  ;  and  your  attachment  to  the  design  and  principal 
subject  of  the  letters,  would  make  them  welcome  to 
you.  We  can  put  up  with  smaller  faults,  when  a 
person  is  disposed  to  praise  them  whom  we  dearly 
love.  I  trust  my  pen  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  praise 
of  Jesus  your  beloved,  and  so  far  as  I  succeed,  I  am 
sure  what  I  write  will  be  acceptable  to  you.  How  can 
I  but  wish  to  praise  him,  when  he  has  snatched  me  as 
a  brand  from  the  burning,  and  quenched  the  fire  of 
my  sins  in  his  own  blood  !  How  ean  I  but  praise  him, 
if  he  has  given  me  a  glance  of  his  excellency !  If  any  do 
not  love  him,  it  is  surely  because  they  do  not  know  him. 
To  see  him  but  once  with  the  eye  of  the  soul,  is  to  be 
convinced  that  He  is  the  chief  among  ten  thousand, 
and  altogether  lovely.  His  person  is  glory,  his  name 
is  love,  his  work  from  first  to  last  is  grace.  The  mo- 
ment the  sinner  is  enabled  to  behold  him,  he  is  seized 
\iith  greater  admiration  than  the  queen  of  Sheba  felt 
•uhcn  brought  into  the  presence  of  Solomon,  and  is 
convinced  that  they  only  are  happy  who,  as  children 


IM  To  MSat  Jir***  B^^•*».  Let  t, 

and  servants  in  his  family,  stand  continually  betore 
him,  to  wait  upon  him,  admire  him,  and  hear  his 
wisdom.  But,  ah !  how  faint  are  my  conceptions !  how 
little  do  I  know  of  him !  and  how  little  of  that  little 
which  I  ,deem  my  knowledge,  is  realized  to  my  heart ! 
What  trifles  are  sufficient  to  hide  him  from  my  view, 
and  lo  m^ke  me  alinost  forget  that  be  is  nearer  to  me 
than  any  object  that  strikes  my  sense !  Is  it  so  with 
yon?  Let  us  at  least  rejoice  in  prospect  of  the  pro- 
mised hour,  when  veils,  and  clouds,  and  Walls  sliall 
be  removed,  and  we  stiail  see  him  as  he  is ;  so  see 
faioi,  as  to  iiavc  all  our  desires  satisfied  in  him,  and 
fixed  upon  him,  and  to  be  completely  transformed  into 
his  ima!*e.  ^ 

-  My  mind  frequently  anticipates  the  pleasure  I  pro- 
pose in  a  viskt  lo  B— :,  but  it  is  not  likely  to  take  phicc 
•o  soon  as  I  wished.  I  bad  hoped  to  leave  London 
loon  after  £aster,  but  circumstances  are  likely  to 
forbid  it.  My  times  are  in  the  Lord  s '  hand',  and  if 
he  sees  it  best  for  me  to  be  gratified,  he  will  make  it 
practicable,  and  bis  providence  will  likewise  determine 
the  fittest  season.  I  wish  not  to  be  impatient,  but  to 
refer  myself  to  him.  This  is  certain,  when  he  opens' 
the  door,  and  says,  Go,  I  shall  set  otF  with  alacrity, 
for  1  long  to  walk  upon  that  lawn,  and  to  sit  in  that 
tub,  and  to  converse  with  thoFe  dear  friends,  who  have 
deservedly  so  much  of  my  heart. 

Thank  Miss  M****^for  her  letter.  We  rejoice  to 
hear  tliat  your|  dear  mamma  is  better.  I  believe  I 
think  of  her  daily,  and  often  in  the  day ;  and  this  not 
only  for  the  love  I  bear  her,  but  for  my  own  relief. — 
Mrs.  N.  is  often  ill,  sufficiently  so  to  awaken  my  feel- 
iiil(»  for  her.  Rut  when  I  reflect  how  the  power, 
amcOy  and  faithfulness  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour,  sup- 
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port  under  much  severer  trials,  it  disposes  me  in 
some  measure  to  submission,  tliankfulnesSy  and  con- 
fidence. Our  trials  are  light,  ourselves  being  judges; 
but  I  see  that  he  cap  ma(ke.  those  that  appear  to  be 
heaviest,  tolerable.  I  shall  certainly  write  before  I 
come,  when  I  can  fix  the  time,  and  then,  except  some- 
thing extraordinary  interferes  to  require  it,  I  shall  not 
easily  alter  my  plan,  for  if  we  cannot  be  with  con- 
venience in  the  same  house,  it  will  be  worth  something 
to  be  in  the  same  town,  and  just  to  look  at  Mrs.  B. 
a  few  minutes  occasionally,  if  she  can  bear  to  receive 
us,  and  if  she  can  bear  no  more.  For  I  believe  an- 
other interview  with  her,  before  the  Lord  sends  his 
chariot  and  angels  to  remove  her  from  this  land  of 
sorrow,  will  be  the  principal  and  most  interesting 
object  of  our  journey.  Our  other  friends,  if  we  arc 
spared,  we  may  hope  to  see  at  some  future  time.  I 
consider  her  as  in  the  situation  of  the  apostle  when  he 
wrote  2  Tim.  iv.  6. 

I  am.  preparing  materials  for  two  more  volumes  of 
t!ardipi)onia.  My  present  thought  is,  to  have  theib 
ready  for  publication  at  a  time  wb^o  my  pen  will  no 
longer  be  able  to  move.  Whether  any  circumstances 
bnay  send  them  abroad  sooner  I  know  not ;  but,  at  my 
iime  of  life,  I  ought  to  consider  (hat  pcuriod  as  not 
likely  to  be  at  a  very  great  distance.  I  do  not  wish 
to  be  impatient  for  its  arrival;  but  I  do  wish  my  will- 
ingness  to  live  longer  here^  was  .more  siipply  and 
solely  from  a  desire  pf  proinoting  my  Lord's  service 
and  the  edification  rof  (^is  children ;  I  hope  this  is  not 
out  of  my  miud^  bqt  I  am.^  afraid  it  is  shamefully  de-  ' 
based  by  an  und^e  attachment,  to  earthly  things^  and 
a  want  of  spiritualijty.  / 

I  am  yours,  &c. 
Voju  VL  S  Z 


^ 


A  LETTER 


TO 


*  *  •  4;^ 


T 


My  dear  Matluin,  June  8,  1780. 


HOUGH  I  write  .to  both  when  I  write  to  one^  it 
seems  time  to  drop  a  word  expressly  to  you,  that  I  may 
keep  you  in  my  debt,  aod  maintain  a  hope  of  hearing 
fix>m  yoQ  again. 

I  sympathize  witli  my  friends  at ^  under  the 

afflictive  dispensations  with  which  the  Lord  has  been 
pleased  to  visit  the  town.  He  has  a  merciful  desigp 
even  when  he  inflicts,  and  I  hope  the  rod  will  be 
sanctified  to  those  who  were  too  negligent  under  the 
public  means  of  grace.  I  am  not  sorry  for  Mrs. 
H****'s  death,  as  you  say  she  died  in  the  Lord,  for 
she  had  but  little  prospect  of  temporal  comfort.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  ***  affected  me  more  on  account  of 
her  husband  and  family,  to  whom  I  hoped  she  would 
have  been  a  comfort  and  a  blessing.  But  we  are  sure 
the  Lord  does  all  things  wisely  and  well.  The  moment 
in  which  he  calls  his  people  honie,  is  precisely  the  best 
and  fittest  season.  Let  us  pray,  (and  we  shall  not  pray 
in  vain,)  for  strength  proportioned  to  our  day,  then  we 
have  only  to  wait  with  patience,  our  time  likewise  will 
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shortly  come.  The  bright,  important  hour  of  dismission 
from  this  state  of  trial  is  already  upon  the  wing  to- 
wards us,  and  every  pulse  brings  it  nearer.  Then 
every  wound  will  be  healed,  and  every  desirable  de- 
sire be  satisfied. 

I  believe  you  must  now  take  the  will*  for  the  deed, 
and   give  me  credit  for  ^hat  I  would  have  said  or 

written  if  I  could.     Mrs. came  in  and  engrossed' 

the  lime  I  had  allotted  for  your  letter.  I  knew  not 
how  to  grudge  it  her ;  she  had  wished  to  spend  an 
hour  with  me ;  her  conversation  I  think  tv^s  from  the 
heart,  and  I  believe  the  interruption  was  right.  If  it 
should  abridge  the  pleasure  I  proposed  in  writing  to 
you,  I  must  make  myself  amends  some  other  time. 

Mrs.  N has  some  degree  of  the  head-ache  to- 
day.    But  her  complaints  of  that  kind  are  neither  80 

frequent,  Qor  so  violent,  as' when  at .    His  mercies 

to  us  are  great,  and  renewed  every  morning. 

I  have  still  a  quarter  of  an  hour  for  you ;  but  now, 
when  opportunity  presents,  a  subject  is  not  at  hand,  and 
I  have  no  time  to  ruminate.  I  will  tell  you  a  piece  of 
old  news.  The  Lord  God  is  a  sun  and  shield,  and 
both  in  one.  His  light  is  a  defence ;  his  protection 
is  cheering;  a  shield  so  long,  and  so  broad,  as  to 
intercept  and  receive  every  arrow  with  which  the 
quiver  of  divine  justice  was  stored,  and  which  would 
have  otherwise  transfixed  your  heart  and  mind;  a 
shield  so  strong  that  nothing  now  can  pierce  it,  and  so 
appositely  placed  that  no  evil  can  reach  us,  except  it 
first  makes  its  way  through  our  shield.  iVnd  wliat  a 
sun  is  this  shield !  when  it  breaks  forth,  it  changes 
winter  into  summer,  and  midnight  into  day,  in  an  in* 
stant ;  a  sun  whose  beams  can  not  only  scatter  cloud' 
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but  the  walls  vbieb  Sin  and  Satan  am  aiming  to  build^ 
ip  order  to  bide  it  from  our  view. 

Public  .a|Eurs  b/^f^ti  to  look  more  pleasing  just  wben 
tbey  were  most  desperate.  Affairs  in  America  arc 
in  a  more  favourable  train.  •  A  peace  with  Spain  sup- 
posed upon  the  tapis.  I  should  hope  for  some 
halcyon  days  after  the  storm,  but  for  the  awful  inseo- 
fiibiiity  which  reigns  at  home;.  But  if  tbe  Lord  revives 
l)is  people,  we  may  hope  be  will  hear  their  prayers. 

Mr.  *^^*  bids  fair  to  be  as  unpopular  in  the  course 
of  another  month  as  any  of  his  opponents  have  been. 
This  is  a  changeable  uorld.  Tbe  ins  and  the  outs, 
being  fastened  upon  the  same  rolling  wheel,  have  each 
their  turn  to  be  uppermost  Really,  one  is  tempted  to 
s^ile  and  constrained  to  weep  in  the  same  breath.— 
T!^  lord, Ue«s. you  and  ke^p  you. 

l^uofp  for  self  and  partn^,. 
Mmi  a^ationattily  ypur& 
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THREE  LETTERS 


TO 


Miss  G***. 


I 


LETTER  I, 

Madami  July  U,  1783. 


HAVE  been:  much  affected  with  your  prtesent  sitUK 
tiQQ^  and  with  the  ci^  which  yoU  did  rae  the  honour: 
to  propose  on^;  ioT'  i^y  'judgment.    I  hope  it  is  fromi 
s&ni|[^real$en8jeoifin)y.owo<i;Hefikoess,  that  I  usually uih. 
d^take.  the  office .  of  ceauiat,  H^^ith  fear  and  trcmbliag^t 
H.Q;W  uxilMtppy  should  I  be  to  .mislead  you  in  a. point  of 
such  importance!  How  crueL  to  wish  you  to  be  de». 
termined  by  my  decision,  except  I  am  sure  it  Js  war^ 
rented  by  the,word  of  God  !     Indeed,  you  have-  beea* 
hiirdly.  out  of.  my  thoughts  since  I  saw  you  in  the: 
garden.    I  have  considered. ag^in  and  again,  the  advice: 
I  ventured  to  give  you,  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  iBi 
the  propriety  of  it ;  and  in  a  persuasion  that  jf  the  Lord,: 
(for  what  are  ogr  resolves  without  him  ?>  enablcjs  you  to 
act  the  part  which  you.seemf;d.to  be  satisfied  was  rights ; 
you  will  never  have  just  cause  to  blame  either  yourself^ 
or  me.     I  think  the  Lord  highly  honours  you,  by  peri- 
niitting ,  you  to  be  brought  to  such  a  trial,  and  thereby ,i 
putting  it  in  your  power,  of  giving  both  to  the  church* 
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and  to  the  world,  (so  far  as  you  are  known  J  such  a  sin- 
gular and  striking  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  your  heart 
towards  him.  Surely  I  shall  not  cease  to  pray,  that  he 
who  has  wrought  in  you  to  will,  may  strengthen  you 
with  his  power  to  act  accordingly ;  and  that  you  may 
do  it  with  cheerfulness.  You  have  good  reason  for  it, 
madam.  He  for  whose  sake  you  are  about  to  reject 
what  many  would  eagerly  receive,  deserves  it  well  at 
your  hands.  He  gave  up  much  more  for  you ;  he  be- 
came very  poor  that  you  might  be  rich.  And  though 
he  was  once  poor  for  us,  he  is  now  rich  again :  rich 
enough  to  make  you  ample  amends  for  all  you  give  up. 
Be  not  afraid.  His  own  kind  providence  will  take 
charge  of  you,  and  surely  do  you  good.  Were  your 
conduct  generally  known,  you  would  be  blamed  or 
pitied,  by  those  who  know  of  nothing  better  than  gold, 
and  such  toys  as  gold  can  purchase.  But  they  will 
neither  blame  nor  pity  yoik  in  the  great  day  of  your 
Lord's  appearance.  When  I  see  so  much  interested  and 
formal  profession,  I  should  be  almost  discouraged,  were 
it  not  that  the  Lord  has  given  me  to  know  a  happy  and 
favoured  few,  whose  conduct  exemplifies  and  adorns  the 
glorious  Gospel  they  profess.  In  them  I  sec  a  ftimpli- 
city,  a  spirituality,  a  disinterestedness,  a  submiiBSion, 
and  a  ready  obedience  beco<ning  the  servants  of  tfuch  a 
Master.  -  They  have  made  the  choice  of  Moses ;  they 
endure  as  seeing  him  who  is  invisible,  and  prefer  even 
the  reproach  of  Christ  to  all  the  treasures  of  Egypt. 
The  sight  of  one  such  person  in  the  house  of  God, 
animates  and  comforts  a  minister  more  than  a  crowd 
of  common  hearers.  I  bless  the  Lord  that  I  hav^  the 
lionour  of  preaching  to  more  than  one  of  this  description. 
Go  on,  madam  ;  may  the  Lord  be  with  you.  I  feel  for 
yoUy  I  pray  for  you,  and  I  rejoice  in  the  hope,  that  1 


shall  soon  have  to  congratulate  you  that  the  Lord  baa 
given  you  a  complete  deliverance,  a  victory,  and  fiUciji 
your  heart  and  mouth  with  his  praise.  Tliink  of  the  re- 
wards promised  to  them  that  overcome,  Rev.  ii.  and  iii. 
What  can  the  world  propose  worthy  to  be  put  in  com- 
petition with  these  ? 

I  am^  Madam, 

Your  sincerelv  affectionate  servant 


LETTER  1 1. 
Dear  Madam,  Juljr  U,  1783. 

JL  was  much  affected  and  comforted  by  your  obliging 
answer  to  my  letter  yesterday.  I  believe,  as  you  say, 
there  was  something  providential  in  my  writing,  and,  in- 
deed, in  the  timing  of  my  late  agreeable  visit,  where  I 
had  the  unexpected  pleasure  of  meeting  with  you.  On 
Saturday,  when  I  had  a  quite  different  business  in  hand, 
a  thought  strucic  me,  which  made  me  lay  aside  what  I 
was  engaged  in,  to  prepaic  a  IcLlcr  which  I  thought  I 
could  get  conveyed  to  you  from  church  \  not  thinking  I 
should  see  you  there,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  put- 
ting it  into  your  own  hand.  As  you  say  it  proved  a 
means  of  confirming  your  mind,  I  have  reason  to  praise 
the  Lord,  (to  whom  I  would,  ascribe  every  good  and 
useful  motion,)  for  putting  it  into  my  heart  to  write.  I 
rejoice  in  your  determination ;  persuaded  that  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  you  act  will  bear  you  through,  and 
that  the  Lord,  whom  you  desire  to  serve,  will,  either  in 
kind  or  in  kindness,  afford  yoii  a  testimony  that  he  ap- 
proves of  your  conduct  \Vc  arc  short-sighted  as  to 
consequences,  but  he  knows  what  he  is  about  to  do. 
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You  have  in  bis  promises,  upon  which  be  has  enabled 
you  to  trust,  a  greater  treasure  by  far  than  the  Bank  df 
EnglaAd ;  and  therefore  you  can  be  no  loser  by  declin- 
ing an  offer  which  he  only  peruiitteJ  to  be  made  for  the 
trial  of  your  faith  and  integrity.  I  have  been  likewise, 
in  my  time,  called  to  make  sacrifices,  and  to  give  up 
seeming  advantages  for  conscience*  sake,  though  cer- 
tainly mine  were  trifles  compared  with  yours,  as  you 
are  now  situated ;  and  my  own  experience,  as  well  as 
my  frequent  observation  of  others,  convinces  me,  that 
though  we  may  appear  to  lose  something  for  the  Lord, 
we  shall  not  eventually  lose  by  him.  But  what  I  re* 
collect  of  such  things  in  my  own  case,  and  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  was  led  through  them,  makes  me  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  a  further  word  of  advice  upon  the 
subject  In  the  first  place,  I  would  not  have  you  won- 
der if,  when  your  determination  is  fixed,  and  the  affair 
quite  at  an  end,  you  should  find,  instead  of  your  path 
being  made  smoother  immediately,  fresh  difiiculties  and 
exigencies  arise.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so ;  but  it  was 
so  with  mc.  I  met  with  pinches  that  at  times  almost 
staggered  me,  and  strongly  tempted  me  to  repent  that 
I  bad  been,  (as  the  thought  in  a  dark  hour  obti'ifded 
upon  me,)  too  scrupulous,  and  had  brought  inconve- 
niences upon  myself  by  a  punctilio.  Still,  however, 
my  better  judgment  spoke  a  different  language,  and 
assured  me,  it  was  not  a  punctilio,  but  evidently  con- 
nected with  duty  and  peace  of  conscience.  I  could  not 
I  durst  not,  deliberately  repent  that  I  had  acted  right ; 
but,  as  I  said,  I  was  tempted  to  it.  The  Lord  kcpf 
me  steadtast,  as  far  as  outward  conduct  was  cohceiliic^; 
but  he  alone  knows  the  evil  workings  of  my  heait  at 
some  seasons.    I  was,  however,  supported ;  and  in  du6 


time  tight  broke  through  the  darkness,  difficulties  were 
reqpioved,  be  made  me  good  amends,  even  in  a  temporal 
vajy  for  what  I  had  given  up  :  besidesi  the  opportunity 
it  afforded  of  commending  my  profession  and  character, 
even  to  the  people  of  the  world,  who  had  before  af- 
fected to  despise  me  as  an  enthusiast.  They  seemed  to 
think,  many  of  them  to  allow,  that  my  religion  wjeis 
better  than  theirs,  because  it  had  enabled  me  to  part 
with  that  which  they  felt  they  could  not  have  parted 
with  in  similar  eircumstances.  If  you-should  be  tried 
something  in  the  like  way,  tarry  the  Lord*s  leisure,  wait 
patiently  upon  and. for  him,  and  you  shall  one  day  see 
he  has  n^t  forgotten  you,  though  he  should  permit  you 
a  while  to  be  tried  whether  you  will  hold  fast  your  in- 
t^grity.  Perhaps,  when  the  Lord  has  enabled  us  to 
act  honourably  in  very  difficult,  ensnaring  circumstances;, 
the  greatest  danger  we  are  liable  to  is,  lest  we  should 
be  insensibly  drawn  into  a  too  good  opinion  of  our  owiv 
resolution  and  constancy,  and  indulge  a  secret  self-com- 
placence, instead  of  giving  the  whole  praise  to  the  Lord* 
1  cannot  forget  that  I  felt  this  evil,  nor  how  much  I  suf-< 
fered  by  it ;  for  the  Lord,  who  mercifully  watched  over 
me  for  good,  to  prevent  my  being  exalted  above  mea- 
sure, was  pleased,  at  the  same  time  that  he  enabled  me 
to  conquer  in  a  greater  trial,  to  leave  me  to  my  own 
weakness  in  much  smaller ;  so  that  I  was  left  to  hesi- 
tate, stumble,  and  fall,  in  some  things  so  seemingly 
trwial^  that  I  should  have  been  ashamed  of  mentioning 
them  to  my  most  intimate  friend.  Excuse  my  men* 
tioning  thisi  I  trust  the  caution  will  to  you  be  unne- 
cessary, after  the  noble  stand  the  Lord  baa  enabled  you* 
to  make.  I  have  nothing  to  wish  or  pray  for  you,  bat 
that  he  may  preserve  you  bumble  and  thankful  Mrs, 
Vol.  VI.  3  A 
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***  •  unites  with  me  in  love  to  you.  Need  I  say,  that 
we  shall  be  very  glad  to  see  you  whenever  it  suits  you 
to^'Call  upon  us  ? 

Believe  me  to  be, 

Very  affectionately  and  sincerelyi  yours. 


LETTER  HI. 


Dear  Madam,  August  19,  1783. 


M 


ETHINKS  I  well  understand  the  apostle,  when  he 
speaks  of  being  present  with  his  friends  in  spirit^  while 
absent  from  them  in  the  body.    How  often  have  I  been 
M  London,  and  at  N— — -^  since  I  came  here !    Be- 
aides  this,  I  usually  convey  myself  once  a  day  in  the 
ahape  of  a  letter ;  and  this  morning  I  mean  to  make 
yoQ  a  visit    May  I  arrive  in  a  good  hour ;  and  may  the 
Ijord  put  some  good  and  seasonable  word  in  my  way, 
that  your  heart  may  be  comforted.     The  good  hand  of 
the  Lord  brought  us  hither  in  peace  and  safety ;  and  we 
are  hitherto  favoured  with  a  preservation  from  illness, 
though  many  are  ill  around  us,  and  many  are  falling 
every  day.     I  do  not  remember  so  many  people  being 
ill  with  fevers  at  one  time,  during  the  eighteen  years  I 
lived  here,     I  am  now  very  busy  amongst  a  people 
whom  I  have  long  loved,  and  who  are  glad  to  see  me, 
and  though  I  am  going  from  house  to  house  almost  all 
day,  and  every  day,  I  shall  hardly  be  able  to  see  them 
all  while  I  stay.     Health,  when  rightly  valued,  and 
duly  improved,  is  a  great  mercy.     I  hope  you  have  it, 
and  find  it  so.     The  mind  not  only  suffers  by  what  the 
body,  feels  when  ill,  but  is  for  the  most  part  indisposed 
by  it  for  the  enjoyments  of  its  best  privileges.  An  ach- 
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faig  heady  or  a  sick  stomach,  take  off  bur  chariot  iv heels, 
engage  our  attention  to  our  infirmities,  preclude  us 
from  public  ordinances,  or  unfit  us  for  hearing  if  abroad, 
and  for  any  spiritual  exercises  when  at  home.  At  such 
a  time  we  can  do  little  more  than  simply  cast  ourselves 
upon  the  Lord's  care,  and  wait  his  will.  Indeed  it  is 
well  if  we  can  do  so  much ;  for  to  exercise  faith  and 
patience  at  such  a  time,  is  a  great  thing.  If  health 
and  spirits  are  good,  we  are  so  far  prepared  to  meet 
and  support  the  daily  trials  of  life.  I  hope  yon  are 
thus  armed,  yea,  much  better ;  that  you  are  favoured 
with  a  peaceful  frame  of  mind,  a  sense  of  the  Lord's 
presence,  and  a  persuasion  that  his  arm  will  support 
you^and  surely  do  you  good.  Be  of  good  courage; 
trust  in  the  Lord  with  all  your  heart;  take  up  your 
daily  cross,  whatever  it  may  be ;  he  is  your  shepherd 
and  guide,  to  whom  you  have  committed  yourself,  and 
you  may  be  assured  that  he  will  lead  you  the  right 
way.  I  can  easily  conceive  that  many  things  in  your 
present  situation  must  be  unpleasant  to  you,  but  while 
they  are  so,  they  will  not  be  hurtful ;  and  the  Lord, 
Irho  has  assigned  you  your  present  post,  is  at  hand  to 
support  you  in  it,  and  I  trust  will  honour  you  with  some 
usefulness  while  he  continues  you.  Live  with  him  to- 
day, and  leave  to-morrow  in  his  hands.  Do  not  let 
your  spirits  be  burdened  as  though  you  were  bound  to 
perform  impossibilities ;  but  make  the  best  you  can  of 
things  as  they  lie  before  you.  You  are  placed  where 
you  are  to  be  a  witness  for  him ;  perhaps  he  designs  to 
make  you  an  instrument  of  good  to  some  who  are 
around  you ;  your  example  and  conduct  may  have  an 
influence  in  this  way  far  beyond  what  you  expect,  even 
when  you  do  not  see  it  proper  to  speak  a  word  ;  but 
sometimes  probably  a  word  will  be  put  into  yourmoutb, : 


and  you  will  not  speak  in  vain.  If  he  had  not  enabledl 
you  to  make  the  choice  of  Moses,  you  would  have 

avoided  the  trials  you  find  at  N ;  you  would 

probably  before  this  time  have  entered  a  very  different 
path  of  life.  The  world  would  have  either  congratulated 
or  envied  you  ;  but  I  should  have  pitied  you.  You 
would  soon  have  felt,  (what  the  Lord  enabled  you  to 
consider  without  making  the  experimenti)  how  little  the 
fine  thinf^s  of  this  world  can  contribute  to  happiness. 
Every  day  would  have  shown  you  more  of  their  vanity^ 
and  every  day  would  have  discovered  to  you  new  in- 
stances of  the  solid  and  real  evils  and  troubles  which 
are  connected  with  them.  You  would  either  have  beeq 
carried  away  with  the  stream,  to  the  wounding  of  ypur- 
oonscieuce  and  the  loss  of  your  spiritual  discernment ; 
or,  if  enabled  to  stand  your  ground,  you  would  have 
Ibuod  a  thorn  in  every  step  you  took. 

Blessed  be  the  Lord,  who  inspired  you  with  wisdom 
and  strength  to  resist  tlie  golden  temptation !  I  said 
then,  and  I  say  still,  you  will  never  have  just  cause  to 
repent  it  Continue  humbly  to  commit  your  way  to 
him  ;  he  will  take  care  of  you,  and  he  can  give  you,  even 
in  temporals,  what,  upon  the  whole,  shall  be  much  more 
valuable  and  comfortable  than  all  that  you  give  up. 
However  that  may  be,  his  loving-kindness,  and  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  are  better  than  life  itself.  I  warned 
you,  though  you  knew  it  before,  that  the  enemy  would  try^ 
as  far  as  permitted,  to  distress  and  worry  you.  But  re- 
gard him  not  Resist  him,  and  he  will  flee  from  you. 
You  are  in  the  path  of  duty ;. what  you  cannot  alter^ 
bear  patiently,  and  the  Lord,  in  his  own  time,  will 
make  the  crooked  straight  You  are  in  a  peculiar  sense 
the  charge  of  his  providence,  and  he  will  not  leave  you 
nor  forsake  you.    We  hope  to  be  at  home  on  the  even* 


ing  of  the  5tb»  I  have  great  reason  to  be  pleased  with 
my  excursion ;  and,  blessed  be  the  Lord,  the  thought  of 
itotuming  to  London  is  very  pleasant  to  me  likewise. 
There,  (with  raspect  to  this  world,)  my  treasure  is,  and 
ihete  is  my  heart  also.  The  opportunities  of  preaching 
his  word,  and  of  intercourse  with  bis  dear  people,  the 
many  kind  and  valuable  friends  he  has  given  me,  are 
more  to  me  than  all  the  mines  of  Peru. 

■ 

Let  us  love  and  ting  and  wonder, 
Let  us  praise  the  Saviour's  name. 

Let  die  world  take  the  world ;  for  you  and  for  me  the 

Lord  has  provided  better  things* — Oh  for  grace  to  be 

bumble,  thankful,  circumspect,  and  Exemplary,  that  our 

light  may  shine  to  his  praise !  I  commend  you  to  hilEi 

irteaofts  protection^  and  «m, 

Dear  Madam, 

Yours  most  sincerely. 


THREE  LETTERS 
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LETTER  I. 
My  dear  Madam,  May  39,  1784. 


w 


£  have  heard  that  you  have  been  sick,  aqd  I  writ^ 
ID  hopes  of  obtaining  an  answer,  to  inform  me  that  you 
have  experienced  the  help  and  power  of  the  great 
Physician,  and  that  you  are  now  better.  I  know  indeed 
beforehand,  that,  whether  sick  or  well,  you  are  just  as 
you  should  be,  and  that  what  the  Lord  chooses  for  you 
is  always  the  best.   But  the  Gospel,  though  calculated 
to  form  us,  (rebellious  as  we  are  by  nature,)  to  a  cheer- 
ful acquiescence  in  his  will,  and  to  regulate  our  sen- 
sibility, is  not  designed  to  suppress  it.     The  same  love 
which  rejoices  in  the  comforts  of  others,  will  likewise 
sympathize  with  them  in  affliction.      We  are  directed 
to  pray  for  one  another  in  this  view,  that,  if  it  be  the 
Lord's  pleasure  to  prolong  life  and  to  restore  health, 
our  sense  of  the  mercy  may  be  heightened  by  the  con* 
sideration   that  it  is  bestowed  in  answer  to  prayer. 
You  do  not  properly  need  my  prayers  and  wishes,  you 
are  safe  in  the  hands  of  infinite  wisdom  and  love ;  and 
if  you  were  in  a  wilderness  remote  from  all  society. 


jou  could  hot  be  sick  or  afBicted  an  hour  longer  than 
the  Lord  saw  necessary  to  answer  some  gracious  pur-^ 
pose  in  your  favour.  But  this  is  his  institution,  that 
as  members  of  the  same  body,  we  should' mamtain  a 
fellowship  and  sympathy,  helping  together  by  prayer; 
that  so  for  the  gift  bestowed  by  means  of  many  persons,- 
thanks  may  be  given  by  many  on  our  account.  It 
pleases  me  to  think  that,  though  I  am  much  and  often 
surrounded  with  noise,  smoke,  and  dust,  my  friend  Mrs. 
(^•«#  enjoys  the  beautiful  scenes  of  rural  life.  O  how 
I  long  sometimes  to.spend  a  day  or  two  among  woods, 
and  lawns,  and  brooks,  and  hedge-rows,  to  hear  the  birds 
sing  in  the  bushes,  and  to  wander  among  the  sheep  and 
lambs,  or  to  stand  under  the  shadow  of  an  old  oak, 
upon  a  bill  top !  Thus  I  lived  at  Olney ;  how  dif<f 
ferent  is  London !  But,  bush !  Olney  was  the  plaod 
6nce,  London  is  the  plaee  now.  Hither  the  Lord 
brought  me,  and  here  he  is  pleased  to  support  me,  and 
in  some  measure,  (I  trust,)  to  own  me.  I  am  satisfied; 
Come,  I  hope  I  can  make  a  good  shift  without  your 
woods,  and  bushes,  and  pastures.  What  is  the  pro- 
spect from  the  finest  hill  in  Essex,  compared  with  thd^ 
prospect  I  have  from  St  Mary's  pulpit  ?  What  b  the 
singing  of  birds,  compared  with  the  singing  our  hymn 
after  sermon  on  a  Sunday  evening  ?  What  the  bleating 
of  lambs,  compared  with  the  lispings  of  inquiring  souls, 
who  are  seeking  after  Jesus !  No,  welcome  noise,  and 
dust,  and  smoke,  so  that  we  may  but  be  favoured  with; 
his  gracious  presence  in  our  hearts,  houses,  and  ordi^ 
nances.  This  will  make  all  situations  nearly  alike,  if 
we  see  the  Lord's  hand  placing  us  in  it,  are  enabled  to 
do  his  will,  and  to  set  him  before  us,  as  our  Lord  and 
our  Beloved.  You  will  please  to  present  my  good 
wishes  taMrs.  B****',  and  likewise  Miss  D****,  if  she 


To  Mis9  &'*««.  Let  )t. 


You  have  in  bis  promises,  upon  which  be  has  enaliled 
you  to  trust,  a  greater  treasure  by  far  than  the  Bank  df 
EaglaAd ;  and  therefore  you  can  be  no  loser  by  declin- 
ing an  offer  which  he  only  perniitte^i  to  be  made  for  the 
trial  of  your  faith  and  inte;9[rity.  I  have  been  likewise^ 
in  my  time,  called  to  make  sacrifices,  and  to  give  up 
seeming  advantages  for  conscience'  sake,  though  cer- 
tainly mine  were  trifles  compared  with  yours,  as  you 
are  now  situated ;  and  my  own  experience,  as  well  as 
my  frequent  observation  of  others,  convinces  me,  that 
though  we  may  appear  to  lose  something  for  the  Lord, 
we  shall  not  eventually  lose  by  him.  But  what  I  re* 
collect  of  such  things  in  my  own  case,  and  of  the  man- 
ner in  which  I  was  led  through  them,  makes  me  take  the 
liberty  of  offering  a  further  word  of  advice  upon  the 
subject  In  the  first  place,  I  would  not  have  you  won- 
der if,  when  your  determination  is  fixed,  and  the  affair 
quite  at  an  end,  you  should  find,  instead  of  your  path 
being  made  smoother  immediately,  fresh  difiiculties  and 
exigencies  arise.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  so;  but  it  was 
so  with  mc.  I  met  with  pinches  that  at  times  almost 
staggered  me,  and  strongly  tempted  me  to  repent  that 
I  bad  been,  (as  the  thought  in  a  dark  hour  obtruded 
upon  me,)  too  scrupulous,  and  had  brought  inconve- 
niences upon  myself  by  a  punctilio.  Still,  however, 
my  better  judgment  spoke  a  different  language,  and 
assured  me,  it  was  not  a  punctilio,  but  evidently  con- 
nected with  duty  and  peace  of  conscience.  I  could  not 
I  durst  not,  deliberately  repent  that  I  had  acted  right ; 
but,  as  I  said,  I  was  tempted  to  it.  The  Lord  kept 
me  steadfast,  as  far  as  outward  conduct  was  concerned ; 
but  he  alone  knows  the  evil  workings  of  my  heait  at 
some  seasons.    I  was,  however,  supported ;  and  in  due 


time  light  broke  through  the  darkness,  difficulties  were 
lecQovedy  be  made  me  good  amends,  even  in  a  temporal 
ijrajy  for  what  I  had  given  up :  besides,  the  opportunity 
i|t  afforded  of  commending  my  professsion  and  character, 
even  to  the  people  of  the  world,  who  had  before  af- 
fected to  despise  me  as  an  enthusiast.  They  seemed  to 
think,  many  of  them  to  allow,  that  my  religion  wisiS 
better  than  theirs,  because  it  had  enabled  me  to  part 
with  that  which  they  felt  they  could  not  have  parted 
with  in  similar  circumstances.  If  you-should  be  tried 
something  in  the  like  way,  tarry  the  Lord*s  leisure,  wait 
patiently  upon  and  for  him,  and  you  shall  one  day  see 
be  has  out  forgptten.you,  though  he  should  permit  yoa 
a  while  to  be  tried  whether  you  will  hold  fast  your  in* 
t^grity.  Perhaps,  when  the  Lord  has  enabled  us  to 
acthotiourably  in  very  difficult,  ensnaring  circumstance^ 
the  greatest  danger  we  are  liable  to  is,  lest  we  should 
be  insensibly  drawn  into  a  too  good  opinion  of  our  owiv 
resolution  and  constancy,  and  indulge  a  secret  self-com« 
placence,  instead  of  giving  the  whole  praise  to  the  Lord, 
1  cannot  forget  that  I  felt  this  evil,  nor  how  much  I  suf-< 
fered  by  it ;  for  the  Lord,  who  mercifully  watched  over 
me  for  good,  to  prevent  my  being  exalted  above  mea- ' 
sure,  was  pleased,  at  the  same  time  that  he  enabled  me 
to  conquer  in  a  greater  trial,  to  leave  me  to  my  own- 
weakness  in  much  smaller ;  so  that  I  was  left  to  hesi- 
tate, stumble,  and  fall,  in  some  things  so  seemingly 
trivial^  that  I  should  have  been  ashamed  of  mentioning 
them  to  my  moat  intimate  friend.  Excuse  my  men- 
tioning thisi  I  trust  the  caution  will  to  you  be  unne^ 
cessary,  after  the  noble  stand  the  Lord  has  enabled  you^ 
ta  make.  I  have  nothing  to  wish  or  pray  for  you,  but 
that  he  may  preserve  you  bumble  and  thankful  Mrs. 
Vol.  VL  3  A 
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**  have  spoken  as  a  man/'  let  me  look  at  you  in  another 
point  of  view.  '  The  Lord,  who  by  •  his  grace  has 
enabled  you  to  devote  and  intrust  yourself  to  him,  has 
engaged  by  his  promise,  to  take  care  of  you,  and  to 
keep  you  in  all  your  ways.  Under  his  protection  you 
have  been  safe  a  number  of  years ;  and  did  he  fail  yoli 
at  last?  Far  from  it :  his  eye  was  as  directly  upon  you, 
his  arm  as  certainly  with  you  when  you  fell,  as  at  any 
other  moment  of  your  life.  And  you  would  no  more 
have  fallen,  than  the  planets  can  fall  from  their  orbits, 
;without  his  permission  and  appointment.  This  event 
must  work  for  your  good,  because  he  has  promised 
that  all  things  shall.  If  I  could  assign  no  other  reason 
for  those  dispensations  to  his  children,  which  upon  the 
first  impression  are  apt  to  startle  us,  thb  ought  to  be  a 
sufficient  reason,  not  only  to  silence  but  to  satisfy  us, 
that.  It  is  the  Lord.  For  can  infinite  wisdom  mis- 
take, or  infinite  goodness  do  any  thing  that  is  unkind? 
But  I  sec  other  reasons  why,  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  all  things  should  appear  as  happening  alike  to 
all ;  and  that  his  own  people  who  are  freed  from  giiilt 
and  condemnation,  and  to  whom  he  manifests  himself 
as  he  does  not  unto  the  world,  should  not  be  therefore 
exempted  from  a  share  in  any  of  the  outward  afflictions 
to  which  sin  has  rendered  mankind  liable.  I  can  see 
many  inconveniences  which  would  follow,  if  they  who 
love  the  Lord,  were  distinguished  from  the  world  around 
them  by  a  visible  mark  in  their  foreheads.  But  if  his 
providence  universally  preserved  them  from  the  cala- 
mities which  others  feel,  so  that  it  should  be  notorious 
and  generally  known  that  their  persons  were  always 
safe,  and  that  no  true  believer  ever  suffered  by  falls,  fires, 
broken  bones,  and  the  like ;  such  an  exemption,  in  this 
calamitous  state,  would  distinguish  and  point  them  out, 


almost  as.plainly  as  if  they  were  surrounded  with  a  glory/ 
as  the  appstlea  are  sometimes  represented  jn  popish  pic- 
tures. Besides,  how  should  it  be  known  ihat  the  Lord 
whom  they  serve  can  make  them  cheerful  and  com- 
fortable, under  those  trials  and  sufferings  which  the 
flesh  naturally  shrinks  at,  unless  they  were  now  and 
then  put  into  such  circumstances.  I  trust,  madam, 
you  are  of  the  same  mind  with  a  good  woman  I  heard 
of  about  thirty  years  ago.  She  was  very  aged,  and  very 
poor.  One  day,  in  attempting  to  cross  the  way  in 
Whitechapel,  a  cart  threw  her  down,  and  she  broke  her 
thigh.  She  was  taken  into  a  house,  and  many  people 
were  soon  about  her,  expressing  their  concern ;  but  she 
swd,  **  I  thank  you  for  your  pity ;  but  all  is  very  well, 
^'and  Ihope  I  have  not  one  bone  in  my  body  but  is 
**  willing  to  be  broken,  if  such  be  the  Lord's  will/*  What; 
may  be  the  issue'  of  this  fall  as  to  yourself,  I  know  not. 
It  is  a  greater  thing  to  heal  a  broken  heart  than  a 
broken  bone.  So  long  as  I  hear  that  you  are  alive,  I 
shall  probably  feel  a  wish  that  you  may  live  a  little 
longer.  I  shall  therefore  commend  you  to  him  to 
whom  belong  the  issues  from  death,  being  assured  that 
you  are  immortal  till  the  appointed  number  of  your 
sufferings  and  services  shall  be  completed  ;  but  if  your 
fall  should  prove  a  means  of  hastening  your  removal 
to  the  church  triumphant,  then,  however  I  and  your 
many  friends  may  regret  our  own  loss,  we  ought  to 
rejoice  in  your  gain.  As  this  may  possibly  be  the 
event,  though  I  am  willing  to  hope  otherwise,  I  take 
a  sort  of  leave  of  you,  begging  that  while  you  do 
remain  on  this  side  Jordan,  you  will  pray  for  me  and 
mine,  that  we  may  have  grace  to  follow  you  while  we 
live,  and  to  follow  you  when  we  die,  to  that  heavenly 


^oyil  n  Mr$0  C^Mp*.  L0tl4|ft 


home,  where  tfie  wicked  cease  from  troubling,  and 
where  the  weary  are  al  rest  Ob,  madam,  what « 
prospect  awaits  you ! 

Oh  what  hath  Jeius  bought  for  me, 

Before  my  ravish'd  eyes 
Rivers  of  life  divine  I  see. 

And  trees  of  Paradise  ! 
I  see  a  world  of  spirits  bright^ 

Who  taste  the  [Measures  there  1 
They  all  are  rob'd  in  spotless  whitOi 

And  conquering  palms  they  bear. 

Ah,  that  robe>  that  crown,  those  songs !  surely  i^ 
is  unspeakably  better  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Jesus. 
If  he  calls  you,  I  must  and  will  consent  to  let  you  go ; 
but  I  shall  miss  you.  If  be  is  pleased  to  raise  you  up, 
I  shall  rejoice  to  see  you  again.  Mrs.  N****  joins  n^e 
in  best  love,  and  in  our  respects  to  Mrs.  B****. 

I  am,  dear  Madam, 
Your  very  affectionate  and  obliged  servant. 


LETTER  III. 


My  dear  Madaiii,  Feb.  35,  1785. 

j\CCORDING  to  strict  propriety,  I  should  address 
myself  to  Mrs.  B****,  having  an  obliging  letter  of  hers 
to  acknowledge.  But  the  account  Mr.  C***  lately 
gave  me  of  your  health,  determines  me  to  beg  her 
excuse,  and  to  write  to  you,  not  knowing  how  long  you 
may  be  within  the  reach  of  the  post.     I  cannot  flatter 


I^§4  W^Mr9^CP^  ^n 


mysetf  tlmt  jw  will  cootiaue  a  grettj  ^bile  }n,  this 
world,  or:  tbftt  I  can  reasoqably  expect  to  see .  yqu 
again.  The  comtcMrt  is,  that  though  Christian  fpend* 
ship  be  very  pleasing,  and  Christian  conference  be  very 
profitable  when  rightly  managed,  yet  ne  are  not  ne* 
cessary  to  eaph  other.  We  are  absolutely  dependent 
upon  the  Lord,  but  not  necessarily  dependent  upon 
any  creatures.  They  smile  upon  us  when  he  bids 
them,  they  do  us  good  when  he  sends  them,  but  they 
cannot  benefit  us  without  Aim;  and,  on^tbe  other  hand, 
he  can  well  supply  their  absence  or  inability,  and  do 
every  thing  for  us  without  them.  Though  I  seldom 
saw  you  when  you  were  in  London,  yet  it  gave  me 
pleasure  to  think  I  might  expect  to  see  you .  now  and 
then.  When  you  are  gone  to  heaven  this  ple.isure 
Will  fail,-^l  shall  see  you  no  more  here  ;  I  shall  miss 
you ;  bu(  in  a  little  while  I  hope  we  shall  meet  again 
there.  But  where  is  heaven?  Is  it  an  immense  dig* 
tance  beyond  the  fixed  stars  ?..Have  our  ideas  of  space 
any  thing  to  do  with  it  ?  Is  not  heaven  olteo  upun  earth 
in  proportion  as  the  presence  of  God  is  felt?  Was  not 
the  apostle  caught  up  tbithAFi  though  be  knew  not 
whether  he  was  in  the  body  or  not,  and  consequently 
was  not  sure  that  he  bad  changed  bis  place  ?  Is  there 
not  joy  in  heaven  over  one  sinner  that  repenteth?  Per* 
haps  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  as  well  as  his  angels, 
are  nearer  to  us  than  we  aif  aware,  j^erhaps  they  see 
us  though  we  see  not  them.  Perhaps  nothing  but  j^his 
veil  of  flesh  and  blood  prevents  us  from  seeing  them 
likewise.  However,  on  our  part  the  barrier  is  impe-* 
netrable!  O  the  wonders  that  will  break  in  upon  our 
mind,  when  death  shall  open  this  barrier  to  us !  What 
shall  we  then  see  ?  It  is  sufficient  for  us  at  present  to 
know  that  we  shall  see  Jesos.    We  shall  see  him  as 
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he  is,  and  we  shall  be  like  him.  The  circumstances  of 
the  heavenly  state,  if  I  may  so  sf>ieak,  are  hidden  from 
us ;  but  this  which  constitutes  the  essencq  of  it,  we 
can  form  some  faint  apprehension  of  from  our  present 
experience.'  All  that  deserves  the  name  of  happiness 
here,  consists  of  such  conceptions  of  Jesus,  and  such 
measures  of  conformity  to  him,  as  are  attainable  while 
in  a  mortal  and  defiled  nature.  But  we  see  him  only 
as  in  a  glass,  darkly  and  in  part,  but  when  that  which 
is  perfect  arrives,  that  which  is  in  part  shsdl  be  done 
away.  We  shall  be  all  eye,  all  ear,  all  activity,  in  the 
communications  of  his  love,  and  in  the  celebration  of 
his  praise.  Here  we  are  almost  upon  a  level  with 
worms ;  there  we  shall  rise  to  an  equality  with  angels. 
In  some  respects  our  privilege  will  be  superior  to  theirs. 
Angels  cannot  sing  the  song '  of  the  redeemed,  nor 
claim  so  near  a  relation  to  Him  that  sitteth  upon 
the  throne.  Are  not  these  things  worth  dying  for?  I 
congratulate  you,  madam;  you  have  almost  finished 
your  course ;  and  he  who  has  enabled  you'  to  keep  the 
faith,  and  to  fight  the  good  fight,  will  shortly  give  you 
the  conqueror's  crown,  prepared  for  you,  and  for  all 
who  love  his  appearing.  They  are  many  crowns,  and  yet 
one.  The  blessings  of  the  other  world  are  not  like  the 
wealth  of  this  world,  which  is  diminished  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers  among  whom  it  is  divided.  There 
each  one  shall  possess  the  whole ;  as  here  we  enjoy  the 
light  of  the  sun,  though  millions  enjoy  it  with  us,  as 
fully  as  we  could  if  there  were  none  upon  earth  but 
ourselves  to  see  it.  You  will  likewise  soon  be  removed 
from  all  evil.  You  are  going  where  pain,  and  sickness, 
and  sorrow,  and  temptation,  and  sin  have  no  place. — 
Where  your  eyes  and  your  heart  will  be  no  more  grieved 
with  the  wickedness  of  the  world,  where  no  one  will 
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ask  you  with  a  taunt,  What  is  thy  beloved  more  than 
another  beloved?  In  a  word,  where  death  shall  be 
swallowed  up  in  life,  and  where  the  miserable  effects 
of  our  fall  from  God,  shall  be  no  more  perceived, 
than  we  can  perceive  a  stone  that  is  sunk  in  the 
midst  of  the  mighty  ocean.  I  do  not  ask  nor  expect 
you  to  write  an  answer.  I  see  you  too  weak,  to  wish 
to  impose  such  a  task  upon  you.  I  only  beg  that  while 
you  stay  below,  you  will  remember  me  and  mine  in 
prayer.  Mrs.  N sends  her  affectionate  remem- 
brance with  mine. 

Believe  me  to  be. 
Your  sincere  friend,  and  obliged  servant. 


MISCELLANEOXTS  PAPEBS, 
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A  LETTEB  TO  A  FRIEND  IN  TROUBLE. 
My  dear  Madam, 

X  HE  letter  we  received  yesterday  from  Mr.  ****,  has 
given  us  some  painful  feelings  for  you  both.  He  says, 
you  are  lower  in  your  spirits  than  usual.  By  this  time, 
I  hope,  the  Lord  hath  raised  your  spirits  again :  I  woa- 
der  not  that  they  sometimes  droop.  Your  part  is  trying 
and  solitary,  affording  many  handles,  which  the  enemy, 
if  permitted,  knows  how  to  take  hold  of  The  pressure 
ot  your  troubles  is  further  aggravated  by  their  long  con- 
tinuance. It  is  one  thing  to  stand  tolerably  in  a 
skirmish,  when  it  is  but  a  brush  and  away;  like  a 
hasty  shower  in  a  summer's  day,  which  presently  leaves 
us  in  full  possession  of  the  sun  again  :  it  is  quite  a  dif- 
ferent thing  to  endure  patiently,  when  a  trial  lasts,  not 
for  days  or  months,  but  from  year  to  year,  when  ex- 
pectation seems  to  fail,  and  all  our  scouts  return  to  tell 
us,  there  is  no  perceptible  abatement  of  the  waters. 

But  is  this  the  way  to  raise  your  spirits  ?  Instead  of 
giving  you  sal- volatile  as  I  designed,  I  had  almost  mis- 
taken the  vial.  Let  us  try  again.  Ay,  this  is  it.  Read 
the  inscription,  "  As  sorrowtul,  yet  always  rejoicing.'* 
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^o  wonder  that  we  are  often  sorrowing  in  such  a  world 
9S  this ;  but  to  be  always  rejoicing,  though  in  the  midst 
of  tribulation,  this  may  seem  strange,  but  it  is  no  more 
ftrange  than  true.  When  I  want  witness  to  this  truth 
in  open  court,  I  may  confidently  subpcena  yon  to  con- 
firm  it. 

Tbf y  who  would  always  rejoice,  most  dJerite  their 
joy  from  a  source  which  is  invariably  the  same ;  in 
other  words,  from  Jesus.  Ob  that  name !  what  a  per- 
son, what  an  office,  what  a  love,  what  a  life,  what  a 
death,  does  it^  recall  to  our  minds !  Come,  madam, 
let  us  leave  bur  troubles  to  themseU-es  for  a  while,  and 
let  us  walk  to  Golgotha,  and  there  take  a  view  of  his. 
We  stop,  as  we  are  going,  at  Gethsemane,  for  it  is  nut 
a  step  out  of  the  road.  There  he  lies,  bleeding  though 
not  wounded,  or  if  wounded,  it  is  by  an  invisible,  an 
almighty  hand.  Now  I  begin  to  see  what  sin  has 
done.  Now  let  me  bring  my  sorrows,  and  compare, 
measure,  and  weigh  then),  against  the  sorrovis  of  my 
Saviour !  Foolish  attempt !  to  weigh  a  mote  against  a 
mountain,  against  the  universe !  Thus  far  we  have  at- 
tained already,  and  aim  to  say, 

Now  let  our.  pains  be  all  forgot, 

Our  hearts  no  more  repine ! 
Our  sufferings  are  not  worth  a  thought,  • 

When,  Lord}  compar'd  with  thine. 

We  are  still  more  confirmed  at  our  next  station. 
)^ow  we  are  at  the  foot  of  the  cross.  Behold  the  Man ! 
attend  to  his  groans ;  contemplate  his  wounds.  Now 
let  us  sit  down  here  a  while  and  weep  for  our  crosses, 
if  we  can.  For  our  crosses  !  Nay,  rather  let  us  weep 
for  our  sins,  which  brought  the  3oa  of  God  into  such 
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difttres§.    Afrreed.      I  feel  that  we,  not  He,  deserved 
to  be  crucified,  and  to  be  utterly  torsaken.     But  this  is 
not  all :  his  death  nut  only  shows  our  desert,  but  seals 
our  pardon.      For  a  tuller  proof,  let  us  take  another 
station.     Now  we  are  at  his  tomb.     But  the  stone  is 
rolled  away.     He  is  not  here.     He  is  risen.   The  debt 
is  paid,  and  the  surety  discharf^ed.     Not  here!  where 
then  is  He?  Look  up !  Methinks  the  clouds  part,  and 
glory  breaks  through — Behold  a  throne !  What  a  transi- 
tion !  He  who  hung  upon  the  cross,  is  seated  upon  the 
throne  !  Hark  !  he  speaks !  May  every  word  sink  deep 
into  your  heart  and  mine !  He  says,  ''  I  know  your  sor- 
''  rows,  yea,  I  appoint  them  ;  they  are  tokens  of  my  love ; 
'  it  is  thus  I  call  you  to  the  honour  of  following  me. 
*'  See  a  place  prepared  for  you  near  to  myself!  Fear 
*^  none  of  these  things :  be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and 
''  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."   It  is  enough.  Lord. 
Now  then  let  us  compute,  let  us  calculate  again.  These 
scales  are  the  balances  of  the  sanctuary.   Let  us  put  in 
our  trials  and  irriefs  on  one  side.    What  an  alteration ! 
I  thought  them  lately  very  heavy  :  now  I  find  them 
light ;  the  scale  hardly  turns  wirh  them.  But  how  shall 
we  manage  to  put  in  the  weight  on  the  other  side  r  It 
is  heavy  indeed  :  an  exceeding,  eternal  weight  of  glory. 
It  is  beyond  my  grasp  and  po^er.    No  matter.    Com* 
parison  is  needless.     I  see  with  the  glance  of  an  eye^ 
there  is  no  proportion.    I  am  content.     I  am  satisfied. 
I  am  ashamed.     Have  I  been  so  long  mourning,  and 
is  this  all  the  cause  ?  Well,  if  the  fiesh  will  grieve,  it 
shall  grieve  by  itself.  The  Spirit,  the  Lord  enabling  me, 
shall  rqjoice,  yea,  it  does.     From  this  moment  I  wipe 
away  my  tears  and  forbid  them  to  flow ;  or,  if  I  must 
weep,  they  shall  be  tears  of  gratitude,  love,  and  joy ! 
Ttie  bitter  is  sweet;  the  medicme  is  food.      But  the 
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Acloud  closes.  I  can  no  lonsfer  see  what  I  latelv  »aw. 
•However,  Ih<ive  seen  it.  I  know  it  is  there.  He  ever 
liveth  full  of  compassion  and  care,  to  plead  for  me 
above^  to  manage  for  me  below.  He  is  mine,  and  I  am 
bis  ;  therefore  all  is  well. 

I  hope  this  little  walk  will  do  us  both  good.  We 
have  seen  wonderful  things  to-day  !  VVondertul  in  them- 
selves, and  wonderful  in  their  efficacy  to  compose  our 
spirits,  and  to  make  us  willing  to  suffer  on.  Blessed 
be  God  for  hb  unspeakable  gift ! 

Having  writtCQ  thus  far,  I  made  a  digression  to  the 
Jevis*  synagogue.  Though  born  and  bred  in  London, 
I  w  as  never  there  before.  On  my  return  I  may  say, 
Blessed  be  God  not  only  for  the  gift  of  his  Son,  but 
for  the  gift  of  his  Spirit !  M'hat  a  gross  darkness  over- 
w helms  tliat  unhappy  people  !  With  the  holy  Scriptures 
in  their  hands,  how  utterly  are  they  ignorant  of  their 
true  meaning !  And  what  multitudes  of  professed  Chris- 
tians, who  can  pity  or  smile  at  their  superstitions,  are 
equally  though  differently  mistaken  !  Hence  we  have 
another  argument  for  thankful  submission.  Supposing 
our  lite  could  have  passed  \^ithout  a  single  trial,  yet  if 
we  had  lived  and  died  ignorant  of  God  and  of  ourselves, 
eur  happiness,  preferable  to  that  of  the  most  afflicted, 
would  have  been  but  like  the  poor  marks  of  distinction 
paid  to  a  state-criminal  of  rank  who  is  attended  to  the 
place  of  execution  with  a  parade  not  allowed  to  the 
vulgar,  but  must  undergo  the  same  punishment  wlien 
be  comes  thithtr.  How  trivial  is  such  a  pre-eminence! 
What  do  all  past  pleasured  and  advantages  now  avail 
the  M'orUlling  who  died  this  morning  r  What  is  the 
believiT,  v\ho  died  this  morning,  the  worse  now  for  the 
trials  which  he  niet  with  in  his  path  to  glory?  Quite 
the  reverse ;  he  now  £>ces  that  thev  were  directed  and 
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adjusted  to  promote  and  secure  his  progress,  and  t^ 
shield  him  from  still  greater  evils,  to  which  he  waft 
otherwise  exposed.  Let  us  abide  by  the  conclusion, 
which  our  judgment  assures  us  he  now  makes.  It 
will  appear  as  plain  and  self- evident  to  us  likewise,  when 
we  shall  be  called  to  take  possession  of  our  lot  in  tb« 
inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light 

If  you  have  lately  been  in  conflict  with  the  enemy,  I 
hope  this  will  And  you  praising  the  Lord  for  a  new  vic- 
tory.— If  under  bodily  indisposition,  I  hope  his  gra- 
cious hands  have  already  brought  you  health  and  cure, 
accompanied  with  d  further  discovery  of  the  abundance 
of  peace  and  truth. 

I  am,  Madam, 

Your  affectionate, 

OMICRON, 


THOUGHTS  ON  THE  GOVERNMENT  OF  THE  TONGUEi 


T 


HERE  is  perhaps  no  one  test  or  proof  of  the  reality 
of  a  work  of  grace  upon  the  heart,  more  simple,  clear, 
and  infallible,  than  the  general  tenour  of  our  language 
and  conversation ;  for  our  Lord's  aphorism  is  of  certain 
and  universal  application,  thut  *'  out  of  the  abundance 
''  ot  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh."  To  the  same  pur- 
pose the  apostle  James  proposes  to  all,  who  make  pro- 
fession of  the  Gospel,  a  searching  criterion  of  their  sin- 
cerity, w  hen  he  says,  ^'  It  any  man  among  you  seem  to 
^'  be  religious,  and  bridleth  not  his  tongue,  but  de- 
<'  ceiveih  his  own  heart,  this  man's  religion  is  vain/' 
This  passage  should  not  be  thought  a  hard  saying,  for 
it  stands  in  the  Bible;  but^  because  it  stands  in  the  Bible, 
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ind  forms  a  part  of  the  rule  by  which  the  chnraeterl 
and  states  of  all  men  will  be  finally  determined,  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  it  will  be  found  a  hai  d  saying  at 
last,  by  too  many  who  name  the  name  of  Christ.  A 
few  thoughts  upon  this  important  subject  can  never  b6 
Unseasonable. 

It  is  not  the  restraint  of  the  heart,  the  apostle  re^- 
quires.  He  knew,  that  though  it  be  our  duty  to  watch 
^inst  the  first  rising  motions  of  evil  within,  and  to  bd 
humbled  for  them,  it  is  not  in  our  power  wholly  to  pre* 
irent  them ;  but  he  supposes  that  the  grace  of  God  in  n 
true  believer  will  check  the  evils  of  the  heart,  and  pre* 
▼ent  them  from  breaking  out  by  the  tongue. 

Nor  is  the  restraint  of  the  tongue  to  be  taken  so 
strictly,  as  if  a  believer  was  never  liable  to  speak  un- 
advisedly. Job  and  Jeremiah  cursed  the  day  of  their 
birth ;  and  Peter  not  only  denied  his  Lord,  but  denied 
him  with  oaths  and  execrations.  I  allow  it  possible 
that  the  best  of  men,  in  an  unguarded  hour,  and  throui^h 
the  pressure  of  some  sudden  and  violent  temptation  or 
provocation,  may  occasionally  act  or  sp>eak  unsuitably 
to  tlieir  habitual  character,  fiut  I  think  tbe  apostle 
nlu^t  mean  thus  much  at  least,  tliat  uhen  grace  is  in 
the  heart,  it  will  so  regulate  and  control  the  tontrue, 
that  it  shall  not  customarily  offend  ;  and  that  without 
some  evidence  of  such  a  regulation,  we  are  not  bound 
to  acknowledge  any  man  to  be  a  Christian,  hovievet 
splendid  his  profession  nuiy  be  in  ether  respects.  Nay^ 
I  think  we  may  further  say  ot  tlm  ttst^  what  tbe  ma- 
gicians of  Egypt  acknowledged  upon  another  occasion, 
"  this  is  the  finger  of  God  T  This  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
outward  mark  of  a  believer,  which  the  hypocrite eannot 
imitate.  In  many  things  he  may  seem  to  be  n.ligious; 
in  some,  perhaps,  be  may  appear  to  go  beyond  tUe  real 
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Christian ;  but  because  bis  heart  is  naught,  he  cannot 
bridle  his  tougue. 

.  The  man  who  se^ms,  and  who  desires  to  be  thought 
leligious,  may  have  many  qualifications  to  support  bis 
claim,  which  may  be  valuable  and  commendable  in 
themselves,  and  yet  are  ot  no  avail  to  the  possessor,  it  he 
bridleth  not  bis  tongue.  He  may  have  much  religious 
knowledge,  I  mean  of  sucii  know  ledge  as  may  be  ac* 
quired  in  the  use  of  ordinary  means  He  may  have  a 
warm  zeal,  and  may  contend  earnestly,  (in  bis  way,)  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  He  may  be  able 
to  talk  well  on  spiritual  subjects^  to  pray  with  freedom 
and  fervency ;  yea,  he  may  be  a  preacher,  and  acquit 
himself  to  the  satisfaction  of  sincere  Christians  :  or,  be 
may  be  a  fair  trader,  a  good  neighbour,  a  kind  master^ 
an  affectionate  husband  or  parent,  be  free  from  gross 
▼ices,  and  attend  constantly  upon  the  ordinances^ 
Will  not  such  a  man  seem  to  himself,  and  probably  be 
esteemed  by  others,  to  be  religious  ?  yet  if,  with  all 
these  good  properties,  he  does  not  bridle  his  tongue,  he 
may  be  said  to  want  the  one  thing  needful.  He  de* 
eeiveth  bis  own  heart ;  his  religion  is  vain. 
«  But  what  are  we  to  understand  by  bridling  the 
tongue  ?  The  expression,  I  think,  will  be  sufficiently 
explained  by  considering  how  the  grace  of  God  will 
necessarily  influence  and  govern  the  tongues  of  those 
who  partake  of  it,  in  what  they  say  when  they  are  led 
to  speak  of  God,  of  themselves,  and  of  or  to  their 
fellow-ereatures.  Having  seen  a  glimpse  of  the  holi- 
ness and  majesty,  the  glory  and  the  grace,  of  the  great 
God  with  whom  they  have  to  do,  their  hearts  are  im- 
pressed with  reverence,  and  therefore  there  is  a  sobriety 
and  decorum  in  their  language.     They  cannot  speak 

lightly  of  him^  or  of  his  ways^     One  would  suppose 
Vol.  VI.  3  D 
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that  no  persoD,  who  even  but  seems  to  be  religious^ 
can  directly  and  expressly  profane  his  name.  But 
there  is  a  careless  maimer  of  speakintt  of  the  great  God, 
which  is  very  disgusting  and  very  suspicious.  So  like- 
wise the  hearts  of  believers  teac^  their  moutlis  to  speak 
bonourably  of  God  under  all  tlieir  afflictions  and 
crosses,  acknowledging  the  wisdom  and  the  mercy  of  his 
dispensations  ;  and  if  an  impatient  word  escapes  them, 
it  grieves  and  huntbles  them,  as  quite  unbecoming 
their  situation  as  his  creatures,  and  especially  as  sinful 
creatures,  who  have  always  reason  to  acknowledge,  that 
it  is  of  the  Lord's  mercy  they  are  not  wholly  con- 
sumed. 

When  they  speak  of  themselves,  their  tongues  are 
bridled,  and  restrained  trom  boahtidii.  Tliey  speak  as 
becomes  poor  unworthy  creatures,  because  they  feel 
themselves  to  be  such.  In  what  they  say,  either  of 
their  comforts  or  of  their  sorrows,  sincerity  dictates  a 
sin)plicity  which  cannot  be  easily  counterfeited;  while 
they,  whose  tongu(S  are  not  thus  bridlrd,  often  betray 
themselves  by  an  affectation  and  want  of  savour,  even 
"when  they  are  lamenting  their  sinfulness,  and  the  vile- 
ness  of  their  liearts. 

In  what  thev  sav  of  or  to  others,  the  tongues  of 
believers  are  bridled  by  a  hcart-ielt  rej^ard  to  truth, 
love,  and  purity.  It  is  grievous  to  see  how  nearly  and 
readily  some  professors  of  relinrion  will  venture  upon 
the  borders  of  a  lie;  either  to  defend  their  own  con- 
duct, to  avoid  some  inconvenience  to  procure  a  sup- 
posed advantage,  or  sometimes  merely  to  enibelli>h 
a  story,  Aclmifiing  the  possibility  ot  a  sincere  person 
b<  ing  snrpri'^ed  into  the  declaration  of  an  untruth,  yet 
where  instances  of  this  kind  are  fr(C|U(  nt,  I  hardly 
know  a  louler  blot  in  protession,  or  which  can  give  a 
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more  just  warrant  to  fear  tliat  such  professors  know  no- 
thint£  aright  either  of  God  or  themselves.  The  Lord 
is  a  God  of  truth ;  and  he  teaches  his  servants  to  hate 
and  abhor  lying,  and  to  speak  the  truth  from  their 
hearts.  I  may  add  likewise,  with  regard  to  promises 
and  bargains,  chat  though  the  law  of  the  land  requires, 
on  many  occasions,  oaths'  and  bonds  to  secure  their 
performance,  that  person,  whose  word  may  not  bo 
safely  depended  upon  without  either  bond  or  oath, 
scarcely  deserves  the  name  of  a  Christian. 

Where  grace  is  in  the  heart,  the  tongue  will  be 
likewise  bri<lled  by  the  law  of  love.  If  we  love  ouf 
neighbour,  can  we  lightly  report  evil  of  him,  magnify 
his  failiui^s,  or  use  provoking  or  insulting  language? 
Love  thinketh  no  evil,  but  beareth,  hopeth,  and  en« 
dureth ;  and  acts  by  the  golden  rule,  to  do  unto  others 
as  we  would  they  should  do  unto  us.  They  who  are 
under  this  influence  will  be  gentle  and  compassionate, 
disposed  to  make  the  most  favourable  allowances,  andf 
of  course  their  tonc^ues  will  be  restrained  from  the 
language  of  malevolence,  harsh  censure,  and  slander, 
though  it  be  familiar  to  us  as  our  mother  tongue,  till 
we  are  made  partakers  of  the  grace  of  God. 

The  tongue  is  also  bridled  by  a  regard  to  purity. 
Agreeably  to  the  precepts,  "  Le^  ^^  corrupt  communi- 
*'  cation  |>roceed  out  of  your  mouth  ;  neither  filthiness, 
'*nor  f((>olish  talking,  nor  jesting,  which  are  not  conv^ 
"  nieni,'  Eph.  iv.  *.;6.  v.  4.  Crrace  has  taught  believers 
to  hate  these  thintis  ;  how  then  can  their  tongues  speak 
of  them?  There  are  professors,  indeed,  who  can  suit 
their  language  to  their  company.  Whon  wiih  the 
prople  of  God,  they  can  talk  very  seriously ;  and,  at 
otDer  times,  be  well  pleased  to  j')in  in  vain,  frothy, 
iind  evil  conversation.    But  this  doublc-mindedness  is  of 
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itself  sufficient  to  dbcredit  all  their   pretences  to  m. 
religious  character. 

.  Upon  the  whole,  though  perfection  is  not  to  be  ex* 
pected,  though  true  believers  may,  on  some  occasions, 
^>eak.  rashly,  and  have  great  cause  for  humiliation, 
watchfulness,  and  prayer,  with  respect  to  the  govern- 
ment of  their  tongues ;  yet  I  think  the  Scripture,  and 
particularly  the  apostle  James  in  the  passage  I  have 
mentioned,  authorizes  this  conclusion.  That  if  the 
tongue  is  frequently  without  a  bridle ;  if  it  may  be  ob- 
served, that  a  person  otlen  speaks  lightly  of  God  and 
of  divine  tilings,  proudly  of  hiipself,  harshly  of  bis 
fellow- creatures;  if  it  can  be  affirmed  with  truth,  that 
he  is  a  liar,  a  tale-bearer,  a  railer,  a  flatterer,  or  a 
jester; — then,  whatever  other  good  qualities  he  may 
seem  to  possess,  bis  speech  bewrayetb  him:  he  de- 
ceiveth  himself,  his  religion  is  vain.  Let  us  think  of 
these  things,  and  entreat  the  Lord  to  cast  the  salt  of 
his  grace  into  the  fountain  of  our  hearts,  that  the 
streams  of  our  conversation  may  be  wholesome ! 

OMICRON. 


^         PLINY  TO  THE  EMPEROR  TRAJAN. 

J  T  is  a  rule.  Sir,  which  I  inviolably  observe,  to  refer 
myself  to  you  in  all  my  doubts ;  for  who  is  more 
capable  of  removing  my  scruples,  or  informing  my  ig- 
norance ?  Having  never  been  present  at  any  trials  con- 
cerning those  who  profess  Christianity,  I  am  unac- 
quainted not  only  with  the  nature  of  their  crimes,  or 
ebt  measure  of  their  punishment,  but  how  iar  it  is 
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proper  to  enter  into  an  examination  concerning  tbeai« 
Whether,  therefore,   any  difference  is   usually  made 
with  respect  to  the  ages  of  the  guilty,  or  no  distinction 
la  to  be  observed  between  the  young  and  the  adult ; 
a  latter  repentance  entitles  them  to  a  pardon ;  or  if  a* 
man  has  been  once  a  Christian,  it  avails  nothing  to  desist 
from  his  error ;  whether  the  profession  of  Christianity, 
tinattended  with  any  criminal  act,  or  only  the  Crimea 
themselves,  inherent  in  the  profession,  are  punishable: 
in  all  these  points  I  am  greatly  doubtful.     In  the  njeaii 
Inrhile,  the  method  I  have  observed  towards  those  who 
have  been  brought  before  me  as  Christians,  is  this :  I  in- 
terrogated them  whether  they  were  Christians  ?  if  they 
confessed,  I  repeated  the  question  twice  again,  adding 
threats  at  the  same  time  ;  when,  if  they  still  persevered, 
I  ordered  them  to  be  immediately  punished ;  for  I  waf 
persuaded,  whatever  the  nature  of  their  opinions  might 
be,  a  contumacious  and  inflexible  obstinacy  certainly 
deserved  correction.     There  were  others  also  brought 
before  me,  possessed  with  the  same  infatuation  ;  bu^ 
being  citizens  oi  Rome,  I  directed  them  to  be  carried 
thither.     But  this  crime  spreading,  (as  is  usually  tho 
case,)  while  it  was  actually  under  prosecution,  several 
instances  of  the  same  nature  occurred.    An  information 
was  presented  to  me,  without  any  name  subscribed, 
containing  a  charge  against  several  persons,  who,  upon 
examination,  denied  they  were  Christians,  or  had  ever 
been  so.     They  repeated  after  me  an  invocation  to  th* 
gods ;  and  offered  religious  rites,  with  wine  and  frank- 
incense, before  your  statue,  (which  for  the  purpose  I 
bad  ordered  to  be  brought,  together  with  those  of  the 
gods,)  and  even  reviled  the  name  of  Christ ;  whereas 
there  is  no  forcing,  it  is  said,  those  who  are  ueallt 
Christians>  into  a  compliance  with  any  of  these  articles. 
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I  tiioafH^t  proper,  therefore,  to  discharge  them.     Some 
amon^  those  who  were  accused  by  a  nitness  in  person 
at  6r9t  confessed  themselves  Christians,  but  immediately 
after  denied  it ;  whilst  the  rest  owned  indeed  that  they 
bad  been  of  that  number  formerly,  but  had  now,  (some 
above  three,  others  more,  and  a  few  above  twenty  yeirg 
ago,)  forsaken  the  error.     They  all  worshipped  your 
statue,  and  the  images  of  the  gods,  throwing  out  im- 
precations at  the  same  time  against  the  name  of  Christ. 
Tbey  affirmed,  the  whole  of  their  guili,  or  their  error, 
was,  that  they  met  on  a  certain  stated  day,  before  it 
was  light,  and  addressed  themselves  in  a  form  of  prayer 
to  Christ,  as  to  some  God ;  binding  themselves  by  a 
solemn  oath,  not  for  the  purposes  of  any  wicked  de- 
sign, but;  never  to  commit  any  fraud,  theft,  or  adultery  ; 
never   to   falsify  their  word,  nor  deny  a  trust,  when 
tfcey  should  be  called  upon  to  deliver  it  up  ;  after  which 
it  was  their  custom  to  separate,  and  the n  reassemble, 
to  eat  in  common  a  harmless  meal.     From  this  custom, 
however,  they  desisted,   after  the   pul)lication  of  my 
edict,  by  which,  according  to  your  orders,  I  forbade  the 
meeting  of  any  assemblies      After  receiving   this  ac- 
count, I  jud:;ed  it  so  much  the  more  necessary   to  en- 
deavour to  extort  the  real  truth,  by  putting  two  female    * 
slaves  to  the  torture,  who  were  said  to  administer  in 
their  religious  functions  ;  but  I  could  discover  nothing 
more  than  an  absurd  and  an  excessive  superstition.     I 
thought  proper,  therefore,  to  adjourn  all  further  proceed- 
ings in  this  affair,  in  order  to  consult  with  you  :  for  it 
appears  to  be  a  matter  highly  deserving  your  consider- 
ation ;  more  especially,  as  great  numbers  must  be  in- 
volved in  the  danger  of  these  prosecutions,  this  inquiry 
hkving  already  extended,  and  being  still  likely  to  ex- 
tend, to  persons  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  and  even  of  both 


Betnarks  (m  Pliny*  s  Letter  to  TtajioL    "        SS9 

sexes.  For  this  contagious  superstition  is  not  con^ 
fined  to  the  cities  only,  but  has  spread  its  btection 
among  the  country  villages :  nevertheless,  it  still  seeaii 
possible  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  restrain  its  progress. 
The  temples,  at  least,  which  were  almost  deserted,^ 
begin  now  to  be  frequented;  and  the  sacred  solem- 
nities, after  a  long  intermission,  are  again  revived  ; 
while  there  is  a  general  demand  for  the  victims,  which  ' 
for  some  time  past  have  met  with  but  few  purchasers. 
From  hence  it  is  easy  to  imagine,  what  numbers  might 
be  reclaimed  from  this  error,  if  a  pardon  were  granted 
to  those  who  shall  repent. 


REMAHKS. 

t 

Several  remarks  easily  offer  froln  a  perusal  of  this 
valuable  monument  of  ecclesiastical  antiquity,  which  I 
consider  as  affording  us  one  ot  the  most  authentic 
testimonials  of  the  natural  t(iidency  of  gt^uine  Chris- 
tianity, and  likewise  a  striking  display  of  the  unrea-  * 
sonableness  and  malignancy  of  the  spirit  by  which  it 
was  then  opposed,  add  by  which  it  always  will  be 
opposed,  (so  far  as  the  providence  of  God  and  the 
circumstances  of  the  times  will  permit  it  to  act,)  while 
the  state  of  the  world  and  of  human  nature  continue 
as  they  are. 

I.  It  appears,  that  the  number  of  those  who  pro- 
fessed the  Christian  name,  when  Pliny  was  proconsul  of 
Poutus  and  Bithynia,  and  particularly  within  the  extent 
of  his  governnient,  was  very  great ;  so  great  that  the 
heathen  temples  had  been  almost  lett  desolate,  and 
their  sacrifices  sunk  into  neglect.  Pliny  thought  that 
such  a  general  defection  from  the  old  religion  rendered 
severities  justiliable^  and  even  necessary  :  yet,  on  the. 
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4ither  hand,  being  a  person  of  humanity,  he  wa» 
shocked  and  grieved  when  he  reflected  on  the  multu- 
tudes  who  were  affected  by  such  prosecutions,  without 
distinction  of  rank,  or  age,  or  sex.  Considering  th« 
jDany  disadvantages  to  which  the  Christians  had  been 
exposed,  especially  under  the  reigns  of  Nero  and  Do- 
jmitian,  tlieir  great  increase  at  the  time  of  Pliny's  wri- 
ting, (which,  at  the  latest,  could  be  but  a  few  years^ 
nfter  the  commencement  of  the  second  century,)  evi- 
dently proved,  that  the  propagation  and  maintenance  of 
t)ie  Gospel  is  no  way  dependent  upon  the  rank,  titles, 
or  acquired  abilities  of  those  who  profess  it :  for,  nu- 
merous as  the  Christians  were,  they  were  of  so  little 
note  and  esteem  in  the  uorld,  that  Pliny,  who  was  a 
Scholar,  a  philosopher,  and  a  gentleman,  a  curious  in- 
quirer into  every  thing  that  was  thought  worthy  of 
being  known,  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  Christ 
tians,  till  his  office  obliged  him  to  procure  some  infor- 
mation concerning  them.  lie  had  an  extensive  ac- 
quaintance in  Rome,  having  been  many  years  in  public 
lite,  and  the  Christians  were  very  numerous  there  ;  but 
be  appears  only  to  have  known  that  there  was  such  a 
people;  and  that  they  were  a  deluded  and  contemptible 
people,  who  deserved  all  that  they  sufTered,  for  their 
obstinacy.  The  very  name  of  Christian  was  then 
edious  and  reproachful ;  and  when  in  succeeding  ages 
It  became  general  and  fashionable,  other  disgraceful 
epithets  were  substituted  to  stigmatize  the  faithful  ser- 
vants of  God,  and  to  point  them  out  to  the  scorn  or 
jrage  of  the  world. 

II.  Multitudes,  who  had  been  willing  to  be  thou^iht 
Christians  in  a  time'of  peace,  renounced  their  profession 
when  they  could  no  longer  maintain  it  without  the  ha- 
zard of  their  lives.     The  terms  of  safety  were,  to  invo- 
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rate  the  gods,  to  offer  wiqe  and  incense  to  the  statue 
of  the  en)peror,  and  to  blaspheme  Christ,  which  Pliny 
^was  rightly  informed,  no  true  Christian  could  be  pre- 
vailed on  to  comply  with  :  yet,  in  fact,  when  the  per* 
secution  was  sharp,  so  many  yielded,  that  the  cause 
seemed  visibly  to  decline.    The  temples,  which  had  been 
almost  forsaken,  were  again  frequented,  the  solemnities 
revived,  and  the  demand  for  victims  greatly  increased. 
It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  there  were,  even  in  those 
primitive  times,  many  superficial  Christians,  destitute  of 
that  faith  and  love  wtiich  are  necessary  to  perseverance 
in  the  face  of  dangers  and  death.     Of  course  it  is  no 
new  thing  for  men  to  desert  the  profession  of  the  truth, 
to  which  they  have  formerly  appeared  to  be  attached ; 
through  the  fear  of  man,  or  the  love  of  the  world. 
These  are  the  stony-ground  hearers  ;  and  our  Lord  has 
assured  us,  that  such  would  be  found  wherever  his 
Gospel  should  be  preached.     But  there  were  others, 
who,  having  experienced  thb  Gospel  to  be  the  power  of 
God  unto  salvation,  were  faithful  witnesses,  and  could 
neither  be  intimidated  nor  flattered  into  a  compliance 
with  evil.     It  is  the  same  at  this  day  :  for  though  we 
are  mercifully  exempted  from  the  terror  of  penal  laws, 
yet  the  temptations  arising  from  worldly  interest,  and 
the  prevalence  and  force  of  evil  customs,  will  sooner 
or  later  be  too  hard  for  all  professors  who  have  not  re- 
ceived that  faith  which  is  of  the  operation  of  God, 
which,  by  communicating  a  sense  of  the  constraining 
love  of  Christ,  is  alone  able  to  purify  the  heart  from 
selfish  and  sinful  principles,  and  to  overcometbe  world 
with  all  its  allurements  and  threateniugs. 

III.  We  have,  in  this  epistle,  an  honourable  testi- 

mony  to  the  conduct  and  practice  of  the  Christians  in 
Vol.  VI.  S  E 
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Pliny's  time.    Though  the  information  of  enemies  and 
apostates  was  admitted,  and  even  sought  for,  and  those 
who  were  inclined  to  speak  in  their  favour  were  put  to 
the  torture,  we  see,  that  in  the  declaration  of  a  heathen 
nothing  is  laid  to  their  charge  which  was  in  any  de- 
gree deserving  of  just  blame.     Though  their  meetings 
were  accounted  an  oflfence  against  the  state,  they  are 
acquitted  of  any  criminal  transactions.     On  the  con- 
trary, it  is  said,  that  they  bound  themselves  by^  the 
strictest  obligations  against  the  commission  of  immo- 
rality, and  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  relative  duties. 
Ah  engagement  of  this  kind,  amongst  any  other  people, 
Pliny  would  have  approved  and  admired.     But  the  na- 
ture of  their  religious  worship,  which  he  censures  as  a 
dangerous  and  immoderate   superstition,    he   thought 
suiSciently  criminal  in  itself,  notwithstanding  its  influ- 
ence upon  their  conduct  was  confessedly  commendable. 
To  such  inconsistences  are  the  wisest  men  reduced,  who 
discover  the  least  degree  of  candour  in  their  opposition 
Id  the  people  of  Christ.     While  they  ignorantly  con- 
demn their  principles,  they  are  compelled  to  bear  wit* 
liess  in  favour  of  their  general  deportment,  which  is 
formed  upon  those  principles,  and  which,  experience 
shows,  no  other  principles  can  uniformly  produce.    It  is 
true,  the  Christians  were  often  indiscriminately  charged 
with  the  greatest  immoralities,  but  not  by  persons  of 
reputation  and  judgment,  like  Pliny,  who  were  careful 
to  inquire  into  the  truth  of  what  they  related.     At  pre- 
iBent,  we  who  know  what  foul  aspersions  are  propa- 
gated against  the  despised  professors  of  the  Gospel, 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  attempt  a  formal  refu- 
tation of  them ;  because  as  we  fear  the  authors  of  such 
slanders  are  incorrigible^  so  we  are  persuaded  with  re- 
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gard  to  others,  that  there  are  very  few  persons,  (how^ 
€ver  they  may  mistake  our  sentimentsj  so  ignorant  or 
credulous,  as  seriously  to  think  them  worthy  of  credit. 
IV.  The  object  of  divine  worship,  in  their  assemblies, 
was  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  On  a  stated  day,  that  i% 
00  the  day  which  upon  this^ccount  has,  from  the  aposr 
ties'  time,  been  styled  the  Lord's  day,  they  met  early 
in  the  morning  to  sing  hymns  to  his  praise :  not  io 
commemoration  of  a  mortal  benefactor  or  lawgiver,  but 
as  to  God,  acknowledging,  by  this  practice,  their  firm 
persuasion  of  that  great  mystery  of  godliness,  God  ma 
nifest  in  the  flesh,  and  that  God  was  in  Christ  recon*- 
ciling  the  world  unto  himself.  That  they  met  before 
it  was  light,  was  most  probably  to  avoid  the  notice  and 
fury  of  their  persecutors.  The  enemies  of  Christ 
may  put  those  who  know  and  love  him  to  many  diffir 
<:ulties  and  inconveniences ;  but  they  cannot  wholly 
prevent  them  from  assembling  in  his  name,  unless  they 
confine  them  in  prisons  or  chains.  The  reason  is^ 
they  honour  him  as  God,  and  are  assured  that  he  is 
present  where  two  or  three  are  met  in  his  name,  at  bU. 
times  and  in  all  places.  Their  dependence  for  supr 
port,  direction,  and  deliverance,  is  entirely  upon  him ; 
and  when  they  worship  him  according  to  his  will,  he 
manifests  himself  unto  them  as  he  does  not  unto  the 
world.  This  they  believe,  experience,  and  profess  4 
and  the  hardships  they  will  submit  to,  rather  than  be 
deprived  of  such  opportunities,  is  a  proof  that  they  are 
not  disappointed  in  their  expectations  from  him ;  espe- 
cially if  it  be  considered,  that  there  have  been  few  ages 
in  which  a  succession  of  hb  people  have  not  been  pressed 
with  the  like  trials  for  adhering  to  him.  But  no 
power  or  policy  could  ever  eftectually  prevent  asso- 
ciations to  honour  and  serve  him,  amongst  those  wh# 
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were  fully  persuaded  that  be  is  their  God  and  their 
Saviour.  Bishop  Bonner,  (in  queen  Mary's  reign,)  who 
was  better  versed  in  the  arts  of  persecution  than  in  the 
history  of  the  church,  mistook  these  Christians,  whom 
Pliny  describes,  for  heretics,  and  charged  Phil  pot  with 
being  altogether  like  thenv;  a  charge  which  the  good 
Dian  received  as  a  great,  though  an  undesigned 
honour. 

V.  The  severity  with  which  Uie  persecution  was  car- 
ried on  under  Trajan,  appears  from  the  doubt  pro- 
posed by  Pliny,  whether  he  was  at  liberty  to  make  any 
allowance  in  particular  cases,  or  must  punish  all  alike 
who  were  guilty  of  bearing  the  Christian  name,  with- 
out paying  the  least  regard  to  sex,  age,  rank,  or  cir- 
cumstance. Though  desirous  to  show  lenity,  he  did 
not  think  himself  authorized  to  reject  the  most  invidious 
or  private  accusations ;  nor  even  to  accept  of  a  recant- 
ation, without  the  emperor's  express  warrant.  It  is 
plain  that  he  considered  the  mitigations  he  proposed, 
as  a  deviation  from  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding 
against  them.  History  scarcely  affords  an  instance  of 
8uch  undistinguishing  rage  exerted  against  any  people, 
upon  any  occasion,  except  against  those  who  have  been 
punished  for  righteousness*  sake,  though  they  indeed 
have  often  been  exposed  to  similar  treatment  both  from 
heathens  and  professed  Christians.  In  cases  of  sedi- 
tion, or  even  rebellion  against  civil  government,  though 
many  perhaps  suffer,  the  greater  number  usually  obtain 
mercj\  The  devouring  sword  of  war  seldom  preys 
upon  the  defenceless,  upon  tender  youth,  or  hoary  age, 
or  women.  Some  bounds  are  set  by  the  feelings  of 
humanity  to  the  carnage  of  a  field  of  battle :  but 
when  the  native  enmity  of  the  heart,  against  those  of 
whom  the  world  is  not  worthy,  is  permitted  to  act 


vi^ithout  restraint,  it  acknowledges  no  distinctions,  it 
feels  no  compassion^  but  like  the  insatiable  fire,  con- 
sumes whatever  it  can  reach.  If  there  be  some  cx^ 
teptions,  a  few  persons  of  gentle  natural  dispositions, 
who  are  unwilling  to  shed  blood,  and  rather  express 
their  dislike  by  a  contemptuous  pity, — this  is  chiefly 
to  be  ascribed  to  the  power  of  God  over  the  heart  of 
man ;  and  he  sometimes  makes  use  of  these  to  check 
the  violence  of  the  others.  Such  a  one  was  Pliny  ;  he 
had  no  esteem  for  the  Christians,  he  despised  them  as 
deluded  enthusiasts,  and  he  was  angry  with  them  for 
what  he  deemed  their  obstinacy  :  yet  the  greatness  of 
their  sufferings,  and  the  number  of  the  sufferers,  gave 
him  some  concern,  and  made  him  interpose  in  their 
frvour,  so  far  as  to  prevent  them  from  being  Indus* 
triously  sought  out,  or  punished  without  witnesses  or 
proof. 

VI.  The  chief  or  only  crime  of  the  Christians,  in 
the  judgment  of  Pliny,  was,  their  steadiness  in  main- 
taining a  cause  which  the  emperor  did  not  approve,  and 
continuing  their  assemblies  after  they  had  been  prohi* 
bited  by  his  edict :  for  this  audacity  and  presumption 
he  supposed  them  deserving  of  the  heaviest  punishment, 
however  blameless  in  other  respects.  It  must  be  al- 
lowed, that,  as  the  edicts  of  the  Roman  emperors  had 
at  that  time  the  force  of  law,  the  profession  of  Christi- 
anity, when  forbidden  by  those  edicts,  was  illegal,  and 
if  the  penalties  they  suffered  were  prescribed  by  the 
edicts  and  they  were  tried  and  condemned  under  the 
$ame  forms  as  were  usually  observed  in  other  criminal 
processes,  they  suffered  according  to  law.  Thus  it  ap- 
peared to  Pliny ;  and  though,  in  his  private  capacity, 
he  might  pity  the  offenders,  yet,  as  a  governor  and  a 
judge,  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  sentence  according 


to  the  rule  prescribed  to  bioi.  At  this  distance  of  time^ 
and  while  ire  keep  in  view  tliat  the  persecutors  were 
heathens,  we  can  readily  plead  in  behalf  of  the  Chris- 
tians. The  obstinacy  they  were  charged  with,  was  no 
other  than  a  commendable  regard  to  the  superior  autho- 
rity of  God.  In  all  things  not  inconsistent  with  their 
duty  to  their  supreme  Lord,  they  were  peaceable  and 
obedient  subjects  to  the  emperor ;  but,  to  countenance 
die  worship  of  idols,  to  burn  incense  to  the  statue  of  a 
BDan,  to  abjure  the  name  of  Jesus  who  bad  redeemed 
them  from  hell,  or  wilfully  to  neglect  his  institutions  ; 
these  things  they  could  not  do  without  sin,  and  there- 
fore they  chose  to  suffer.  We  approve  their  determi 
oation,  and  admire  their  constancy.  But  a  question 
naturally  arises  upon  tbis  subject,  namely,  Whether 
God  be  the  Lord  of  the  conscience  under  a  heathen 
government  only  ?  or  whether  any  man,  or  set  of  meo^ 
who  own  the  Christian  name,  can  have  a  better  right 
than  Trajan  had,  to  compel  men  to  act  contrary  to  the 
light  of  their  minds,  or  to  punish  them  for  a  refusal  ? 
As  true  Christians  have  always,  by  the  influence  of  his 
grace,  extorted  from  the  more  sober  part  of  their  ad* 
versaries,  a  confession  in  favour  of  their  moral  and 
peaceable  conduct,  tliey  have  been  usually  proceeded 
against  upon  the  principle  which  influenced  Pliny  :  not 
so  much  for  the  singularity  of  their  religious  tenets  and 
usages,  which  are  pretended  to  be  so  weak  and  absurd 
as  to  excite  contempt  rather  than  anger ;  but  for  their 
pertinacity  in  persisting  to  maintain  them  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  injunctions  which  have  been  contrived 
for  their  suppression.  There  have  been  men,  in  most 
ages  of  the  church,  whose  ambition  and  thirst  of  power 
have  been  gratified  by  thus  tyrannizing  over  the  con* 
sciences  of  their  fellow-creatures^  or,  (if  they  could  not 


prevail  over  conscience  J  over  their  liberty,  fortune^ 
and  lives ;  and  they  have,  by  flattery  or  misrepresent 
tation,  had  but  too  much  success  in  engaging  the  autho- 
rity of  princes  to  support  their  designs.  How  many 
instances  might  we  quote,  from  the  history  of  king^ 
and  rulers,  who  in  other  respects  have  sought  the  wel* 
fare  of  their  people,  who  yet  being  misled  to  esteem  it  a 
branch  of  their  prerogative,  to  dictate  in  what  manner 
God  shall  be  worsliipped,  and  what  points  shall  be  re- 
ceived as  articles  of  faith,  have  crowded  the  annals  of 
their  reigns  with  mbery,  and  have  often  themselves 
largely  shared  in  the  calamities  which  their  ill-judged 
measures  have  brought  upon  their  subjects !  A  uniform^- 
ity  of  modes  in  religion  has  been  enforced,  as  though 
it  were  the  most  desirable  object  of  government ;  though 
it  may  be  proved,  that  to  prescribe,  under  the  severest 
penalties,  a  uniformity  of  complexion  or  stature,  would 
hardly  be  more  unreasonable  in  itself,  or  more  injurious 
to  the  peace  and  rights  of  society.  Sometimes  the  sei^ 
Vants  of  God  have  been  traduced  as  persons  disaffected 
to  government,  because  they  cannot  adopt  or  approve 
such  institutions  as  are  directly  subversive  of  the  faith 
iand  obedience  they  owe  to  their  Lord  :  thus  the  pro* 
phet  was  charged  by  Amaziah,  the  high-priest  of 
Bethel,  Amos  vii.  1 0.  At  other  times,  new  laws  have 
been  enacted,  purposely  to  ensnare  or  distress  them« 
Thus  when  the  enemies  of  Daniel  were  convinced  that 
they  could  find  no  occasion  against  him,  except  coih- 
cemrag  the  law  of  his  God,  by  flattering  the  pride  of 
Darius  they  obtained  a  decree,  which,  according  to 
their  expectation,  gave  him  up  into  their  power  as  a 
criminal  against  the  state.  May  we  be  duly  thanktul 
to  God,  and  to  the  government  under  which  we  live, 
for  the  valuable  privilege  of  religious  liberty,  and  that 
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we  can  worfthip  hifn  according  to  the  light  of  our  con- 

sciences,  and  assemble  together  in  his  name  where  and 

when  we  please,  none  being  permitted  to  make  us 

alraid ! 

OMICRON. 

LETTER  TO  A  YOUNG  MINISTEB» 

On  Prenching  the  Gospel  with  the  Power  and  DemanMralion 

of  the  Sfirit. 
Dear  Sir, 


1 


<])ONGRATULATE  you  on  your  ordination.  The 
Lord  has  now,  by  bis  providence,  opened  to  you  a  door 
into  his  vineyard,  and  has  called  you  to  a  scene  of  ser- 
vice, in  which  I  hope  the  abilities  he  has  given  you  will 
be  faithfully  employed,  and  your  desire  of  usefulness 
will  be  abundantly  gratified.  You  now  bear  the  high 
and  honourable  title  of  a  minister  of  the  Gospel :  I  call 
it  high  and  honourable,  because  I  am  sure  they  who 
truly  deserve  it,  will  find  it  to  be  so  at  last ;  though  at 
present  perhaps  they  may  meet  with  much  opposition 
and  contempt,  for  the  sake  of  him  whose  they  are,  and 
whom  they  serve. 

I  wish  you,  upon  your  entrance  into  the  ministry,  to 
have  a  formed  and  determinate  idea,  what  the  phrase 
preaching  the  Gospel  properly  signifies.  The  Gospel 
is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation ;  and  this  Gospel 
is  preached  when  it  is  accompanied  with  some  due  de- 
gree of  that  demonstration  and  power  from  on  high, 
which  is  necessary  to  bring  it  home  to  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  the  hearers.  Thus  the  apostle  Peter  in- 
forms us,  ^^  that  it  was  preached  in  the  beginning  with 
^'  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from  heaven ;"  and  Paul 
reminds  the  Thessalonians,  'Uhat  they  had  received  it, 
*^  not  in  word  only,  but  also  in  power,  and  in  the  tioly 


Ghost,  and  in  moch  assurance.''  From  these  pasaagpi^ 
I  think  we  may  warrantably  conclude,  that  merely  ta 
declare  the  truth  of  the  Gospel,  is  not  to  preach  it  Tha 
knowledge  of  it  as  a  system  may  be  acquired,  and  cl 
eourse  recited  by  those  who  have  no  portion  or  tinctnra 
of  that  inward  conviction  of  its  important  certainty, 
which  is  necessary  to  impress  a  correspondent  convic* 
lion  "upon  others.  Though  the  L(M*4  himself  be  Hbm 
only  effectual  teacher,  atid  that  change  of  disposition 
which  is  frequently  produced  by  the  preaching  of  th^ 
Gospel,  must  be  ascribed  wholly  to  his  agency;  yet  in 
the  means  he  has  instituted,  and  by  which  he  has  ordt 
narily  pleased  to  work,  we  may  observe  a  suitabtenefls 
to  the  nature  of  man,  considered  as  a  rational  intelligent 
creature,  whose  inward  feelings  are  excited  by  external 
causes,  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  general  laws 
of  his  constitution  in  the  present  state.  I  may  part»> 
cularly  notice  on  this  subject,  the  wonderful  and  weH 
known  effects  of  what  we  call  ^ympathy^-  by  which  we 
often  see  the  emotions  of  anger,  pity,  terror,  and  the 
like,  with  which  one  person  is  affected,  when  strongly 
expressed  by  his  words  or  actions,  suddenly  and  almost 
irresistibly  awaken  similar  sensations  in  those  who  ob* 
serve  him.  Many  of  the  great  truths  of  the  Scripture 
may  be  represented  by  a  man  of  a  warm  and  lively  ima- 
gination, in  such  a  manner,  as  considerably  to  affect  the 
imaginations  and  natural  passions  of  an  audience,  even 
though  he  should  not  himself  believe  a  word  of  the 
subject.  This  would  be  an  effect  of  no  higher  kind, 
than  is  produced  upon  the  stage.  The  exertions  of  a 
skilful  actor  first  drawn  forth  by  the  sight  of  the  spec- 
tators and  a  desire  to  please  them,  act  upon  them  re- 
ciprocally, and  give  him  an  ascendency  over  their  feel- 
ings. When  his  attention  seems  to  be  fixed,  when  he 
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appears  to  enter  into  the  distresses  of  the  character 
which  he  represents,  he  fixes  their  attention  likeviise,, 
they  also  are  distressed  ;  and  while  he  fveeps  or  Irem- 
UeSy  they  weep  or  tremble  with  him,  and  though  at  the' 
same  time  both  he  and  they  are  very  sensible  that  theu 
whole  representation  is  a  fiction,  and  consequently, 
when  the  play  is  finished,  the  emotions  cease.  This  is 
all  very  natural^  and  may  easily  be  accounted  for.  It 
i|  not  so  easy  to  account  fur  the  presumption  of  those, 
preachers,  who  expect,  (if  they  can  indeed  expect  it,) 
merely  by  declaiuiing  on  Gospel  subjects,,  to  raise  ia 
their  hearers  .those  spiritual  perceptions  of  humiliation^ 
desire,  love,  joy,  and  peace,  of  which  they  have  no  im- 
pression on  their  own  hearts.  I  premise,  therefore, 
tiiat  there  is  one  species  of  popularity  which  I  hope 
will  rather  be  the  object  of  your  dread,  than  of  your 
ambition.  It  is  a  poor  affair  to  be  a  stage-player  in  di- 
vinity, to  be  able  to  hold « a  congregation  by  the  ears, 
by  furnishing  them  with  an  hour  s  amusement,  if  this 
be  all.  But  the  man  who  is  what  he  professes  to  bc^ 
who  knows  what  he  speaks  of,  in  whom  the  truth 
dwells  and  lives,  who  has  not  received  the  Gospel  froai 
books,  or  by  hearers  only,  but  in  the  school  of  the  great 
Teacher,  acquires  a  discernment,  a  taste,  a  tenderness^ 
and  a  humility,  which  secure  to  him  the  approbation  of 
the  judicious,  qualify  him  for  the  consolation  of  the 
distressed,  and  even  so  far  open  his  way  to  the  hearts 
of  the  prejudiced,  that  if  they  refuse  to  be  persuaded, 
they  are  often  convicted  in  their  own  consciences,  and 
forced  to  feel  that  God  is  with  the  preacher.  When 
Philip  preached,  the  Eunuch  rejoiced  ;  when  Paul 
preached,  Felix  trembled.  The  power  of  the  truth 
was  equally  evident  in  both  cases,  though  the  effects 
were  different.     One  criterion  of  the  Gospel  ministry. 


yifhen  rightly  dispensed,  is,  that  it  enters  the  recesset 
of  the  heart.     The  bearer  is  amazed  to  find  that  the 
preacher,  who  perhaps  never  saw  him  before,  describes 
kim  to  himself,  as  though  he  had  lived  long  in  the  same 
bouse  with  him,  and  was  acquainted  with  hb  conduct^ 
Ms  cotiversation,  and  even  with  his  secret  thoughts) 
r  Cor.  xiv.  94,  S5.    Thus  a  single  sentence,  frequently 
•wakens  a  long  train  of  recollection,  removes  scruples, 
satisfies  doubts,  and  leads  to  the  happiest  consequences^ 
and  what  we  read  of  Nathanael  and  the  woman  of  Sa^ 
Hiaria,  is  sUll  exemplified  in  the  conversion  of  many ; 
while  others,  who  wilfully  resist  the  evidence  and  turo 
from  the  light,  which  forces  ifself  upon  their  minds, 
are  left  without  excuse.     If,   therefore,  you  wish  to 
preach  the  Gospel  with  power,  pray   for   a   simple^ 
humble  spirit,  that  you  may  have  no  allowed  end  in 
view,  but  to  proclaim  the  glory  of  the  Lord  whom  you 
profess  to  serve,  to  do  his  will,  and  for  his  sake  to  be 
useful  to  the  souls  of  men.     Study  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  workings  of  your  own  heart,  and  avoid  all  those 
connexions,  communications,  and  pursuits,  which,  ex- 
perience will  tell  you,  have  a  tendency  to  damp  the 
energy,  or  to  blunt  t^e  sensibility  of  your  spirit.    Thus 
shall  you  come  forth  as  a  scribe,  well  instructed  in  the 
mysteries  of  the  kingdom,  a  workman  that  needeth  not 
to  be  ashamed,  approved  of  God,  acceptable  to  men^ 
rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth.     Thus  your  trumpet 
shall  not  give  an  uncertain  sound,  nor  shall  you  appear 
like  a  cloiid  without  water,  to  raise  and    disappoint 
the  expectations  of  your  hearers.     A  just  confidence  of 
the  truths  you  speak,  a  sense  of  the  importance   of 
your  message,  a  love  to  precious, souls,  and  a  perception 
of  the  divine  presence,  will  give  your   discourses   a 
soliditVi  a  seriousness^  a  weighty  which  will  impress  a 


•jm^Mtfaetic  feeling  upon  your  hearers,  and  they  wUl  aU 
iead,  as  to  one  who  speaks  with  spirit,  demonstratioD^ 
€ad  power. 

Allow  me,  before  I  conclude,  to  cautioD  you  against 
jooie  too  prevalent  mistakes  upon  this  subject  Tliere 
•re  methods  sometimes  used  to  fix  the  attentioD  of  an 
audience,  it  is  hoped,  with  a  design  to  their  benefit, 
which  are  very  different  fiK>m  preaching  with  power» 
and  ^dom  produce  any  lasting  effect  upon  a  sensible 
faearer,  but  an  unfavourable  idea  of  the  preacher. 

Beware  of  affecting  the  orator.    I  do  not  adviseyou 
to  pay  no  regard  to  a  just  and  proper  elocution ;  it  de- 
aerves  your  attention,  and  many  a  good  sermon  loses 
much  of  the  effect  it  might  otherwise  produce,  by  an 
awkward  and  uncouth  delivery.     But  let  your  elocu* 
lion  be  natural.     Despise  the  little  arts  by  which  men 
of  little  minds  endeavour  to  set  themselves  off;  they 
will  blast  yoar  success,  and  expose  you  to  contempt. 
The  grand  principle  of  Gospel  oratory  is  simplicity. 
Affectation  is  displeasing  in  all  persons,  but  in  none 
IS  it  so  highly  disgusting  as  in  a  preacher.    A  studied 
attitude, «  measured  motion,  a  nice  attention  to  ca- 
dences and  pauses,  a  mimicry  of  theatrical  action,  may 
be  passable  in  the  recital  of  a  school  declamation,  but 
is  hateful  in  the  pulpit    Men  never  do,  never  can, 
speak  thus,  when  they  speak  fix>m  the  emotion  of  their 
hearts.     How  is  it  possible  then  for  a  man  who  pro- 
fesses to  speak  for  God,  who  addresses  himself  to  im- 
mortal souls,  who  discourses  upon  tl)e  most  important 
subjects,  the  love  of  Christ,  the  joys  of  heaven,  or  the 
terrors  of  the  Lord ;  how  is  it  possible  for  this  man  to 
find  leisure  or  disposition  for  such  pompous  trifling,  if 
he  really  understands  and  believes  what  he  says  ?    The 
truly  pious  will  weep  for  his  ill-timed  vanity.     And  if 


uy  8eem  pleased,  k  is  chiefly  because  this  manner  tii 
preacbini;  seldom  disturbs  the  conscience^  for  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  God  will  vouchsafe  the  testimony  of 
bis  Spirit,  even  to  bis  own  truths,  when  the  poor  worm 
who  delivers  them,  is  visibly  more  solicitous  for  tbp 
character  of  an  eloquent  speaker,  than  for  the  succesa 
of  bU  message. 

.    Sometimes  vodftration  seems  to  be  considered  as  a 
mark  of  powerful  preaching.     But  I  believe  a  sermoo 
that  is  loud  and  noisy  from  beginning  to  end,  seldom 
produces  much  good  effect.    Here  again,  my  firiend,  if 
you  are  happily  possessed  of  simplicity,  it  will  ba  a 
good  guide.     It  will  help  you  to  adjust  your  voice  to 
the  sice  of  the  place  or  congregation,  and  then  to  the 
variations  of  your  subject     When  the  explanation  of 
the  text  and  the  application  of  the  sermon  are  both  io 
the  same  boisterous  tone,  I  am  led  to  consider  it  rather 
as  a  proof  of  the  want  of  power  than  otherwise.     It 
seems  impossible  for  a  preacher  to  be  equally  affected 
in  every  part  of  his  discourse,  and  therefore,  if  he  ap- 
pears to  be  so,  bis  exertiAn,  in  some  parts  at  least,  must 
be  constrained  and  artificial,  and  this  thought  will  often 
brmg  a  suspicion  upon  the  whole.      Especially  if  his 
voice  be  as  vehement  in  prayer  as  in  preaching.     We 
doubt  not  but  if  he  were  with  the  king,  a  certain  com- 
posure and  modesty  of  air,   would  indicate  that  be 
considered  whom  he  was  speaking  to ;  and  they  who 
speak  to  God,  would  certainly  give  tokens  of  an  awe 
upon  their  spirits,  if  they  really  felt  it ;  very  loud  tfpeakr 
ing  is  far  from  being  a  token  of  such  a  frame.     At  the 
best,  very  loud  preaching  is  the  effect  of  a  bad  habit ; 
and,  though  it  may  be  practised  by  good  ujen  and  good 
preachers,  I  am  persuaded  it  is  neither  sign  nor  cause 
of  the  word  being  received  with  power  by  the  hearers.- 


People  are  seldom,  if  ever,  stuDDed  into  the  love  of  the 
truth. 

Thdre  is  another  strain  of  preaching  which,  though 
it  wears  the  garb  of  zeal,  is  seldom  a  proof  of  any 
power  but  the  power  of  self.  I  mean  angry  and  scold- 
ing preaching.  The  Gospel  is  a  benevolent  scheme, 
and  whoever  speaks  in  the  power  of  it,  will  assuredly 
apeak  in  love.  In  the  most  faithful  rebukes  of  sin,  in 
the  most  solemn  declarations  of  God*s  displeasure 
against  it,  a  preacher  may  give  evidence  of  a  dispo- 
sition of  good- will  and  compassion  to  sinners,  and  as- 
suredly will,  if  he  speaks  under  the  influence  of  the 
power  of  truth.  If  we  can  indulge  invective  and  bit- 
terness in  the  pulpit,  we  know  not  what  spirit  we  are 
of;  we  are  but  gratifying  our  own  evil  tempers^  under 
the  pretence  of  a  concern  for  the  cause  of  God  and 
truth.  A  preacher  of  this  character,  instead  of  resem- 
bling a  priest  bearing  in  his  censer  hallowed  fire  taken 
from  God*s  altar,  may  be  compared  to  the  madman  de- 
scribed In  the  Proverbs,  who  scattereth  at  random  fire- 
brands, and  arrows,  and  deatf^,  and  saith,  Am  not  I  in 
sport?  Such  persons  may  applaud  their  own  faithful- 
ness and  courage,  and  think  it  a  great  attainment  that 
they  can  so  easily  and  constantly  set  their  congregation 
at  defiance ;  but  they-  must  not  expect  to  b^  useful,  so 
long  as  it  remains  a  truth,  that  the  wrath  of  man  work- 
eth  not  the  righteousness  of  God. 

But  the  limits  of  a  letter  constrain  me  to  stop  here, 
only  adding  my  prayers  and  best  wishes  for  your  com- 
fort and  success. 

I  am  your  sincere  friend, 

OMICRON. 
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QUESTION. 

What  are  the  mo$t  obtiouB  Caiue$%  9ympiim$9  amd  JC^ert» 

of  a  Deeline  in  flu  Sfhritual  hjft^  .  -  ^ 

J[S  ELI  EVER  S  are  by  nature,  dead  in  trespasses  and 
sins,  even  as  others ;  but,  by  faith  in  the  Son  of  Go4, 
they  are  made  partakers  of  a  new  and  endless  life. — 
They  derive  it  from  him  ;  and  he  has  said,  ''  becaijisel 
"  live  ye  shall  live  also."  But  the  life  of  this  life^  if  I 
may  so  speak,  its  manifestation  and  exercise,  is  subject 
to  great  changes.  A  sick  man  is  still  alive,  but  he  has 
lost  the  cheerfulness,  activity,  and  vigour,  which  he  pos- 
sessed while  he  was  in  health.  There  are  many  per- 
sons, who,  if  they  be,  as  we  would  hope,  really  alive  to 
God,  are  at  least  sick,  lanfpiid,  and  in  a  declining 
state.  May  the  great  Physician  restore  them !  It  is 
sometimes  said,  that  the  knowledge  of  a  disease  amounts 
to  half  a  remedy ;  wbick  will  hold  thus  far  in  the  pre- 
sent case,  that  unless  we  are  sensible  of  our  disorder 
and  our  danger,  we  shall  not  be  heartily  solicitous  for 
a  recovery. 

The  causes  and  symptoms,  or  effects  of  such  a  de- 
cline, are  very  numerous,  nor  is  it  always  easy  to  dis- 
tinguish them,  for  they  have  reciprocal  influence  to 
strengthen  each  other.  What  may  be  assigned  as  the 
cause,  in  many  cases,  is  likewise  a  proof  that  the  plague 
is  already  begun ;  and  the  effects  may  be  considered 
as  so  many  causes,  which  render  the  malady  more  con- 
firmed, and  more  dangerous. 

Among  the  many  gcnbral  causes,  we  may  assign  a 
principal  place  to  error.     I  do  not  include  every  mis- 
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take  or  erroneous  sentiment,  which  may  be  adopted  or 
retained ;  but  there  are  some  errars  which,  for  the  sud- 
denness and  violence  of  their  operation,  may  be  com- 
pared to  poison;  Thus  the  Galatiana,  by  listening  to 
fiilse  teachers,  were  seduced  from  the  simplicity  of  the 
Gospel ;  the  consequence  was,  that  they  quickly  lost  the 
^lessedness  they  had  once  spoken  of.  Poison  is  seldom 
taken  in  the  gross ;  but,  if  mingled  with  food,  the  mis- 
Chief  is  not  suspected  until  it  is  discovered  by  the  effect. 
Thus  they  who  are  unhappily  employed  in  poisoning 
souls,  generally  make  use  of  some  important  and  salu- 
tary truth,  as  a  vehicle  by  which  they  convey  their 
malignant  drug  into  the  minds  of  the  unweary.  Per- 
haps they  speak  well  of  the  person  and  atonement  of 
Christ,  or  they  exalt  the  riches  and  freedom  of  divine 
grace,  while  under  the  veil  of  these  fair  pretences^ 
they  insinuate  prejudices  against  the  nature  or  neces- 
sity of  that  holiness,  without  which  no  man  shall  see  the 
..  Lord.  Others  speak  strongly  in  general  terms  in  fa- 
vour of  personal  holiness,  but  their  aim  is  to  with- 
draw the  heart  from  a  dependence  upon  the  Saviour's 
blood,  and  the  influences  of  bis  holy  Spirit,  without 
which  the  most  studied  exactness  of  conduct,  differs  no 
less  from  the  holiness  of  the  Gospel,  than  a  picture  or 
a  statue,  or  a  dead  carcass,  differs  from  a  living  man. 
Whoever  is  thus  prevailed  upon,  in  the  great  and  es- 
sential points  of  Scriptural  doctrine,  to  separate,  in  his 
judgment  and  experience,  those  things  which  God  has 
joined  together,  is  already  infected  with  a  disease  in  its 
own  nature  mortal,  and  his  religion,  unless  the  Lord 
mercifully  interposes,  will  degenerate  into  either  licen- 
tiousness or  formality.  We  live  in  a  day  when  too 
many  are  tossed  to  and  fro,  like  ships  without  helm  or 
pilot,  by  various  winds  of  doctrine ;  and  therefore  they 
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who  wish  well  to  their  own  souls,  cannot  be  too  much 
upon  their  guard  against  that  spirit  of  curiosity  and  ad- 
.venture,  which  the  apostle  describes  by  the  metaphor  of 
having  itching  ears,  a  desire  of  hearing  every  novel  and 
singular  teacher,  lest  they  imbibe  errors  before  they 
are  aware,  and  become  a  prey  to  the  slight  and  crafti* 
ness  of  those  who  lie  in  wait  to  deceive. 

Spiritual  pride  and  selt-complacence  will  likewise 
infallibly  cause  a  declension  in  the  divine  lite,  though 
the  mind  may  be  preserved  from  the  infection  of  doc- 
trinal errors,  and  though  the  power  of  Gospel  truth 
.may  for  a  time  have  been  really  experienced.  If  our 
attainments  in  knowledge  and  gifts,  and  even  in  grace, 
.seduce  us  into  a  good  opinion  of  oui'selves,  as  if  we  were 
wise  and  good,  we  are  already  ensnared  ;  in  danger  of 
.felliog  every  step  we  take ;  of  mistaking  the  right  path, 
and  proceeding  from  bad  to  worse,  without  a  power 
of  correcting  or  even  of  discovering  our  deviations, 
unless  and  until  the  Lord  mercifully  interposes,  by  re- 
storing us  to  a  spirit  of  humility  and  dependence.  For 
God,  who  giveth  more  grace  to  the  humble,  resist^th- 
the  proud  ;  he  beholds  them  with  abhorrence,  in  pro 
portion  fi>  the  degree  in  which  they  admire  themselves. 
.It  is  the  invariable  law  of  his  kingdom,  that  every  one 
who  exalteth  himself  shall  be  abased.  True  Christians, 
through  the  remaining  evil  of  their  hearts,  and  the 
subtle  temptations  of  their  enemy,  are  liable,  not  only 
to  the  workings  of  that  pride  which  is  common  to  our 
fallen  nature,  but  to  a  certain  kind  of  pride,  which, 
though  the  most  absurd  and  intolerable  of  any,  can 
only  be  found  among  those  who  make  profession  of  the 
Gospel.'  We  have  nothing  but  what  we  have  received, 
and  therefore  to  be  proud  of  titles,  wealth,  or  any  tem- 
poral advantages;  by  which  the  providence  of  God  has 
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distingoished  us,  is  sinful ;  but  for  those  who  confess 
themselves  to  be  sinners,  and  therefore  deserving  of 
nothing  but  misery  and  wrath,  to  be  proud  of  those 
peculiar  blessings  which  are  derived  from  the  Gospel 
of  his  grace,  is  a  wickedness  of  which  even  the  fallen 
.  Angels  are  not  capable.   The  apostle  Paul  was  so  aware 
of  bis  danger  of  being  exalted  above  measure,  through 
the  abundant  revelations  and  peculiar  favours  which 
the  Lord  had  afforded  him,  that  he  says,  *'  There  was 
"given  me  a  messenger  of  Satan  to  buffet  me.**     He 
speaks  of  this  sharp  dispensation  as   an   additional 
mercy,  because  he  saw  it  was  necessary,  and  designed 
to  keep  him  humble  and  attentive  to  his  own  weakness. 
Ministers  who  are  honoured  with  singular  abilities  and 
success,  have  great  need  of  watchfulness  and  prayer 
on  this  account.     The  Lord  seeth  not  as  man  seeth. 
Simple-hearted  hearers  are  apt  to  admire  their  favourite 
preacher,  and  almost  to  consider  him  as  something 
more  than  man  in  the  pulpit,  taking  it  for  granted 
that  he   is  deeply  affected   himself  with  the  truths 
-which^  with  so  much  apparent  liberty  and  power,  he 
proposes  to  them ;  while,  perhaps,  the  poor  worm  is 
secretly  indulging  self-applausei  and  pleasing  himself 
with  the  numbers  and  attention  of  those  who  hang  upon 
his  %vords.     Perhaps  such  thoughts  will  occasionally 
rise  in  the  minds  of  the  best  ministers ;  but  if  they  are 
allowed,  if  they  become  habitual,  and  enter  strongly 
into  the  idea  he  forms  of  his  own  character ;  and  if, 
while  he  professes  to  preach  Christ  Jesus  the  Lord,  he 
is  preaching  himself,  and  seeking  his  own  glory,  he  is 
guilty  of  high  treason  against  the  Majesty  of  him  in 
whose  name  he  speaks.    And  sooner  or  later,  the  effects 
of  his  presumption  will  be  visible  and  noticed.    Errors 
in  judgment,  gross  misconduct,  an  abatement  of  zeal, 


of  gifts,  of  influence,  are  evils  always  to  be  dr^dedi 
when  spiritual  pride  has  gained  an  ascendency,  whe- 
ther in  public  or  in  private  life. 

An  inordinate  desire  and  attachment  to  the  things 
of  the  present  world,  may  be  assigned  as  a  third  pre- 
vailing cause  of  a  religious  declension.  Unless  this 
evil  principle  be  mortified  in  its  root,  by  the  doctrine 
of  the  cross,  it  will  in  time  prevail  over  the  most 
splendid  profession.  That  love  of  the^  world,  which 
is  inconsistent  with  the  true  love  of  God,  manifests 
itself  in  two  different  ways,  as  men  by  temper  and 
habit  are  differently  disposed.  .  The  first  is,  covetous* 
ness  or  greediness  of  gain.  This  was  the  ruin  of  Judas, 
and  probably  the  cause  of  the  defection  of  Demas.  By 
the  honourable  mention  made  of  him  in  some  of  St. 
Paul's  epistles,  he  seems  to  have  had  much  of  his  con- 
fidence and  esteem  for  a  season.  Yet  at  length  his 
ruling  passion  prevailed,  and  tlie  last  account  we  have 
of  him  from  the  apostle,  is,  ''  Demas  hath  forsaken  us, 
**  having  loved  this  present  world."  Again,  there  are 
persons  not  chargeable  with  the  love  of  money  for  its 
own  sake,  for  they  rather  squander  than  hoard  it,  who 
are  equally  under  the  power  of  a  worldly  spirit,  and 
equally  discover  it,  by  an  expensive  taste  in  the  articles 
of  dress,  furniture,  and  feasting,'  often  unsuitable  to 
their  circumstances,  and  always  to  their  profession.-— 
It  is  not  easy  exactly  to  mark  out  the  line  of  conduct 
in  these  respects,  which  becomes  the  different  situations 
in  which  the  providence  of  God  has  placed  us :  nor  is 
it  necessary,  to  those  who  are  upright  in  heart.  A 
simple  desire  of  pleasing  God,  and  adorning  the  Gos- 
pel, will  preclude  many  cases  of  minute  casuistry, 
which  occupy  little  and  trifling  minds.  Inclination  will 
always  direct  and  regulate  our  voluntary  expenses.'— 


They  vrho  love  the  Lord,  and  whose  spirits  are  lively  id 
his  service,  will  avoid  both  parsimony  and  profusion ; 
butabey  will  rather  lean  to  the'  frugal  side  in  what 
coDcerns  themselves,  that  they  may  be  better  able  to 
promote  his  cause,  and  to  relieve  the  necessitous  for  his 
sake.     Others,  who  can  be  content  with  a  name  to  live, 
with  the  form  of  religion,  will  lay  up  all  they  can  save 
to  gratify  their  avarice,  or  lay  out  all  they*can  spare  to 
gratify  their  vanity  or  their  appetites.     The  miser  la- 
ments that  in  this  declining  day,  many  professors  of  the 
Gospel  can  hardly  be  distinguished,  either  at  home  or 
abroad,  from  the  people  of  the  world.     The  luxurious 
professor  is  concerned  to  see  som^  persons,  who  would 
be  deemed    Christians,    86   penurious    that,   though 
known  to  be  rich,  they  live  below  their  rank,  and  can' 
scarcely  allow  themselves  the  decent  conveniences  of 
lite.     And  so  far  they  are  both  right ;  but  it  would  be 
better  for  both  if  each  could  be  sensible  of  hiSi  own 
mistake.     It  is  not  easy  to  determine  which  of  these 
evils  is  the  greatest.     Perhaps  of  the  two,  the  miser  is 
least  accessible  to  conviction,  and  consequently  the 
most  difficult  to  be  reclaimed  ;  but  a  turn  for  parade 
and  indulgence,  if  persisted  in,  will  gradually  lead  to 
such  compliances  with  the  spirit  and  maxims  of  the 
world,  as  will  certainly  weaken,  if  not  wholly  suppress, 
the  exercise  of  vital  religion.     In  whatever  degree  the 
love  of  the  world  prevails,  the  health  of  the  soul  will 
proportionably  decline. 

Many  other  causes  might  be  enumerated,  but  most 
of  them  may  be  reduced  to  the  heads  I  have  already 
mentioned.  The  practice  of  a  single  sin,  or  the  omis- 
sion of  a  single  duty,  if  allowed  against  the  light  of 
conscience,  and,  if  habitual,  will  be  sufficient  to  keep 
the  soul  Hcak,  unlruittul,  and  uncomfortable^  and  lay 


it  open  to  the  impression  of  every  surrounding;  tempt- 
ation. Sometimes  unfaithfulness  to  light  already  re- 
ceived, perverts  the  judgment,  and  then  errors  which 
seem  to  afford  some  countenance  or  plea  for  a  sin  which 
fhe  heart  will  not  give  up,  are  readily  embraced,  to 
evade  the  remonstrances  of  conscience.  At  other  times, 
errors,  incautiously  admitted,  imperceptibly  weaken  the 
sense  of  duty,  and  by  degrees  spread  their  influences 
•ver  the  whole  conduct.  Faith  and  a  good  conscience 
are  frequently  mentioned  together  by  the  apostle,  for 
they  are  inseparable ;  to  part  with  one  is  to  part  with 
both.  They  who  hold  the  mystery  of  faith  in  a  pure 
conscience,  shall  be  preserved  in  a  thriving  frame  of 
spirit^  they  shall  grow  in  grace,  go  on  from  strength  to 
strength,  shall  walk  honourably  and  comfortably.  But 
so  far  as  the  doctrines  or  the  rules  of  the  Gospel  are 
neglected,  a  wasting  sickness  will  prey  upon  the  vitals 
of  religion,  a  sickness,  in  its  nature  mortal,  and  from 
which  none  recover,  but  those  on  whom  God  mercifully 
bestows  the  grace  of  repentance  unto  life. 

The  sym^ptoms  of  such  a  sickness  are  very  numerous 
and  diversified,  as  tempers  and^situations  vary.  A  few 
of  those  which  are  more  generally  apparent,  and  sure 
indications  of  a  decline  in  religion,  are  the  following. 

Bodily  sickness  is  usually  attended  with  loss  of  ap* 
petite,  inactivity,  and  restlessness ;  so  the  sickness  of  the 
soul  deprives  it  of  rest  and  peace,  causes  a  dulness  and 
indolence  in  the  service  of  God,  and  an  indisposition 
to  the  means  of  grace,  to  secret  waiting  upon  God, 
and  to  the  public  ordinances.  These  appointments, 
so  necessary  to  preserve  spiritual  health,  are  either  gra- 
dually neglected  and  given  up,  or  the  attendance  upon 
them  dwindles  into  a  mere  formal  round,  without  re- 
lish and  without  benefit.     To  the  healthy  man,  plain 


food  is  savoury,  bot  the  palate^  when  vitiated  by  sick- 
ness, becomes  nice  and  fastidious,  and  hankers  after 
varieties  and  delicacies,  when  the  sincere  milk  of  the 
Gospel,  plain  truth  delivered  in  plain  words,  b  no 
longer  pleasing,  bat  a  person  requires  curious  specula- 
tions, or  the  frothy  eloquence  of  man's  wisdom,  t» 
engage  his  attention,  it  is  a  bad  sign.  For  these  are 
suited  to  nourish,  not  the  constitution^  but  the  disease. 

From  slighting  or  trifling  with  those  means  which 
God  has  provided  to  satisfy  the  soul,  the  next  step 
usually  is,  to  seek  relief  from  a  compliance  with  the 
spirit,  customs,  and  amusements  of  the  )vorld.  And 
these  compliances,  when  once  allowed,  will  soon  be 
defended  ;  and  they  who  cannot  approve  or  imitate 
such  conformity,  will  be  represented  as  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  narrow,  legal,  or  pharisaical  spirit.  The  sick 
professor  is  in  a  delirium,  which  prevents  him  from 
feeling  his  disease,  and  he  rather  supposes  the  alteration 
in  his  conduct  is  owing  to  an  increase  of  wisdom,  light, 
and  liberty.  He  considers  the  time  when  he  was  more 
strict  and  circumspect,  as  a  time  of  ignorance ;  will  smile 
at  the  recollection  of  what  he  now  deems  his  childish 
scruples,  and  congratulates^himself  that  he  has  happily 
outgrown  them,  and  now  finds  that  the  services  of  God 
and  the  world  are  not  so  incompatible  as  he  once 
thought  them  to  be. 

Vet  wiitle  he  thus  relaxes  the  rule  of  his  own  con- 
duct, he  is  a  critically  severe  observer  of  the  behaviour 
of  others.  He  sharply  censures  the  miscarriages,  and 
even  the  mistakes  of  ministers  and  professors,  if  an  oc- 
casion offers,  and  speaks  of  these  things,  not  weeping  as 
the  apostle  did,  but  with  pleasure,  and  labours.to  per- 
suade himself,  that  the  strictness  so  much  talked  of,  is 
either  a  cloak  of  hypocrisy,  or  the  fruit  of  superstition, 
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aod  .that  because  some  do  deviate  from  this  acknow- 
ledged rule  of  duty,  therefore  at  the  bottom,  and  if  they 
could  be  detected,  they  would  be  found  to  be  nearly  all 
alike.  True  Christians  seldom  meet  with  more  uncan- 
did  misconstruction,  or  undeserved  reproach,  than  from 
those  who,  having  once  been  their  companions,  after- 
wards desert  them. 

When  the  disorder  is  at  this  height,  it  is  truly  danger*- 
ous,  and  indeed  as  to  any  human  help,  desperate.  But 
power  belongeth  to  God.  May  it  please  him  to  remem- 
ber in  mercy  those  who  are  near  unto  death,  to  restora 
them  to  their  right  minds,  and  to  recover  them  to  hiab> 
aelf.  Otherwise,  ^^  it  had  been  better  for  them  not 
*'  to  have  known  the  way  of  righteousness,  than  after 
'^  they  have  known  it,  to  turn  from  the  holy  command- 
'^  ment  delivered  unto  them." 

OMICRON. 


ON  dreaAg. 


Dear  Madam, 


JL  THANK  you  for  your  obliging  letter,  and  would  be 
thankful  to  the  Lord,  that  you  and  all  your  jfamily  are 
well. 

Surely  never  dog  dreamed  so  opportunely  and  a-pro- 
pos  as  your  Chloe.  I  should  be  half  angry  with  her,  if 
I  believed  she  knew  your  intentions  of  writing  upon  the 
subject,  and  wilfully  dropt  asleep  in  the  very  nick  of 
time,  out  of  mere  spite  to  my  hypothesis,  and  purposely 
to  furnish  you  with  the  most  plausible  objection  against 
it     I  admit  the  probability  of  Chloe  dreaming;  nay,  I 


^low  it  to  be  possible  she  m^it  dream  of  pureuioii  a 
hare ;  fbv  though  I  suppose  such  ao  amusement  never 
'entered  inio  the  head  of  a  dog  of  her  breed  when  awake, 
yst  as  I  find  my  own  powers  and   capacities,  when 
sleeping,  much  more  enlarged  and  diversified  than  at 
%ther  times,  (so  that  I  can  then  fill  up  the  characters  of 
-m  prime  minister,  or  a  general,  or  twenty  other  great 
offices,  with  no  small  propriety ;  for  which,  except  when 
dreaming,  I  am  more  unfit  than  Chloe  is  to  catch  a 
bare,)  her  feculties  may  perhaps  ^  equally  heightened 
in  her  way,  by  foreign  assistance,  as  I  conceive  my  own 
IK)  be.     But  you  beg  the  question,  if  you  determine  that 
Chloe's  dreams  are  produced  by  mere  animal  nature. 
Perhaps  you  think  it  impossible  that  invisible  agents 
should  stoop  so  low  as  to  influence  the  imagination  of  a 
dog.     I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  laws  and 
ranks  of  being,  in  that  world,  fully  to  remove  the  diffi- 
culty.    But  allow  it  possible  tor  a  moment,  that  there 
are  several  such  agents,  and  then  suppose  that  one  of 
them  to  gratify  a  kin|^  of  Prussia  s  ambition,  causes 
him  to  dream  that  he  has  over-run  Bohemia,  desolated 
Austria,  and  laid  Vienna  in  ashes ;  and  that  another 
should,  on  the  same  night,  condescend  to  treat  Chloe 
with  the  chase,  and  a  hare  at  the  end  of  it,  do  not  you 
think  the  latter  would  be  as  well,  and  as  honourably, 
employed  as  the  former  ? 

But  as  I  have  not  time  to  write  a  long  letter,  I  send 
you  a  book,  in  which  you  will- find  a  scheme,  not  very 
unlike  my  own,  illustrated  and  defended  with  much 
learning  and  ingenuity.  I  hope  the  Greek  and  Latip 
qootations  will  not  discourage  you  from  reading  if. 
Your  brother  will  tell  you  the  meaning  of  them,  if  you 
have  not  made  those  languages  ^,  part  of  your  acquisi- 
tions.    I  have  some  hope  of  making  you  a  convert  to 


my  seDtimeiili )  fior  though  I  own  they  are  liable  to  ob-^ 
jecdoo,  yet  I  think  you  must  have  surmounted  greatef 
(iifficuitieB,  before  you  thought  so  fovourably  of  tb^ 
aympcLthetic  attraction  between  the  spirits  of  distant 
friends.  Perhapi^  distance  may  be  necessary  to  giy? 
scope  U)  the  force  of  the  attraction ;  and  therefore  t^ 
object  that  this  sympathy  is  not  perceived  betweei^ 
friends  in  the  same  bouse,  or  in  the  same  room^  vomj 
be  nothing  to  the  purpose. 

I  seldom  fill  up  so  much  of  a  letter  in  a  ludicrous 
upay.  I  cannot  call  it  a  ludicrous  subject,  for  to  me  ^ 
appears  very  striking  and  solenm.  The  %%eiaQ'j  Q^ 
apirits  is  real,  though  mysterious ;  and  were  our  eyep 
eipen  to  perceive  it,  I  believe  we  should  hardly  be  ablf 
to  attend  to  any  thing  else,  but  it  is  wisely  and  mercir 
liiUy  hidden  from  us.  This  we  know,  tbsl  they  are  aU 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  him  who  was  crur 
cified  for  us ;  his  name  is  a  strong  tower,  and  under 
the  shadow  of  his  wings  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  J, 
hope  in  those  hours  when  you  find  aiost  liberty  wi^ 
him,  you  sometimes  think  of  me  and  mine. 

I  am,  &c. 

OMICEON. 


T 


ON  BEADING  THE  BUUJB. 

Bear  Madam,  ^ 


AM  further  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  fifld 

«f  last  month.     The  subject  of  my  former,  to  which  i^ 

principally  relates,  needs  no  further  prosecution,  as  yoi| 

express  yourself  satisfied  with  what  1  ofiered  ia  apswer 
Vol.  VI.  3  H 
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ta  your  question.  I  would  therefore  now  oflRer  sedicf-^ 
'thing  a  little  different.  But  the  points  of  experimental 
religion  are  so  nearly  related,  and  so  readily  run  into 
each  other,  that  I  cannot  promise,  at  this  distance  of 
time,  to  avoid  all  repetition.  Indeed,  the  truths  essential 
to  the  peace  of  our  souls  are  so  simple,  and  may  be  re- 
duced tq  so  few  heads,  that  while  each  of  them  singly 
imay  furnish  a  volume  drawn  out  at  length,  they  may  all 
be  comprised  in  a  small  compass.  Books  and  letters 
•written  in  a  proper  spirit,  may,  if  the  Lord  is  pleased 
to  smile  upon  then)^  have  their  use;  but  an  awakened 
Inind  that  thirsts  after  the  Saviour,  and  seeks  wisdom 
1)y.  reading  and  praying  over  the  Scripture,  has  little 
Occasion  for  a  library  of  human  writings.  The  Bible  is 
the  fountain  from  whence  every  stream  that  ^deserves 
our  notice  is  drawn ;  and  though  we  may  occasionally 
pay  some  attention  to  the  streams,  we  hav.e  personally 
an  equal  right  with  others  to  apply  immediately  to  the 
'  fountain  head,  and  draw  the  water  of  life  for  ourselves. 
"The  purest  streams  are  not  wholly  freed  from  the  gout 
de  terroir — a  tang  of  the  ^//through  which  they  run  ; 
a  mixture  of  human  infirmity  is  inseparable  from  the 
best  human  composition  ;  but  in  the  fountain  the  truth 
is  unmixed. 

Again,  men  teach  us  by  many  words ;  and  if  they 
would  give  us  their  full  views  of  a  subject,  require  us 
to  read  a  whole  volmne,  the  life  and  substance  of  which 
is  perhaps  expressed  with  greater  force  and  greater  ad- 
vantage in  the  Scrioturc  by  a  sins^le  sentence,  which  is 
rather  diluted  than  explained  by  our  feeble  expositions.. 
A  volume  may  be  easily  written  upon  the  grace  of  hu- 
mility, and  to  show  the  evil  and  folly  of  a  self  seeking 
spirit.  But  if  the  author  should  introduce  his  subject 
with  our  Saviour  s  words,  "  Even  the  Son  of  man  came 


On  rtadtn^  the  Bible.  iAT 

"  not  into  the  world  to  be  ministered  unto,  but  to  ' 
**  minister,   and  to  give  his  lite  a  ransom  for  many  ;'* 
whoever  was  duly  impressed  with  that  short  introduc- 
tion, would  have  no  great  occasion  to  read  the  rest  of 
the  book. 

The  preaching  of  the  Gospel  being  an  instituted  means* 
of  grace,  ought  to  be  thankfully  and  frequently  im- 
proved. And  books  that  have  a  savour  and  unction  may 
likewise  be  helpful,  provided  we  read  them  with  cau- 
tion, compare  them  with  the  Scripture  ;  and  do  not  givc- 
ourselves  implicitly  to  the  rules  or  decisions  of  any 
man  or  set  of  men,  but  remember  that  one  is  our  Master 
and  infallible  Teacher,  even  Christ.  But  the  chief  and 
grand  means  of  edification,  without  wliich  all  other 
helps  will  disappoint  us,  and  prove,  like  clouds 
without  water,  are  the  Bible  and  prayer,  the  word  of 
grace  and  the  throne  of  grace.  A  frequent  perusal  of 
the  Bible  will  give  us  an  enlarged  and  comprehensive 
view  of  the  whole  of  religion,  its  origin,  nature,  genius, 
and  tendency,  and  preserve  us  from  an  over- attachment 
to  any  system  of  man's  compilation.  The  fault  of  the 
several  systems,  under  which,  as  under  so  many  ban- 
ners, the  different  denominations  of  Christians  are 
ranged,  is,  that  there  is  usually  something  left  out  which 
ought  to  have  been  taken  in,  and  something  admitted, 
of  supposed  advantage,  not  authorized  by  the  Scriptural 
standard.  A  Bible- christian,  therefore,  will  see  much 
to  approve  in  a  variety  of  forms  and  parties ;  the  provi-* 
dence  of  God  may  lead  or  fix  him  in  a  more  immediate 
connexion  with  some  one  of  them,  but  his  spirit  and 
affection  will  not  be  confined  within  these  narrow 
enclosures.  He  insensibly  borrows  and  unites  that 
which  is  excellent  in  each,  perhaps  without  knowing 
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iMiw  6r  he  agrees  nitb  tbem,  because  he  findaall  in  the 
written  word. 

I  know  not  0  better  rule  of  reading  the  Scripture,  than 
to  read  it  through  from  beginning  to  end ;  and  when  wo 
have  finished  it  once  to  begin  it  again.  We  sbaii  meet 
with  many  passages  which  we  can  make  little  improve- 
iBent  of,  but  not  so  many  in  the  second  reading  as  in 
tiie  first,  and  fewer  in  the  third  than  in  the  second : 
provided  we  pray  to  him  who  has  the  keys  to  open  our 
understandings,  and  to  anoint  our  eyes  with  his  spiritual 
ointment.  The  course  of  reading  to-day  will  prepare 
some  lights  for  what  we  shall  read  to-morrow,  and  throw 
a  further  light  upon  what  we  read  yesterday.  Ex- 
perience only  can  prove  the  advantage  of  this  methpd, 
if  steadily  persevered  in.  To  make  a  few  efforts  and 
then  give  over,  is  like  making  a  few  steps  and  thea 
Standing  still,  which  would  do  little  towards  completing 
m  long  journey.  But  though  a  person  walked  slowly 
tnd  but  a  little  way  in  a  day,  if  he  walked  every  day» 
and  with  his  foce  always  in  the  same  direction,  year 
after  year,  he  mi^ht  in  time  encompass  the  globe.  By 
thus  travelling  patiently  and  steadily  through  the 
Scripture,  and  repeating  our  progress,  we  should  in> 
crease  in  knowledge  to  the  end  of  life.  The  Old  and 
New  Testament,  the  doctrines,  precepts,  and  promises, 
the  history,  the  examples,  admonitions,  and  warnings, 
&c.  would  mutually  illustrate  and  strengthen  each 
Other,  and  nothing  that  is  written  for  our  instruction 
will  be  overlooked.  Happy  should  I  be,  oould  I 
iiilly  follow  the  advice  I  am  now  offering  to  you  !  I 
wish  you  miiy  profit  by  my  experience.  Alas  !  how 
much  time  have  I  lost  and  wasted,  which,  had  I  been 
wise,  I  should  have  devoted  to  reading  and  studying 
the  Bible  !   but  my  evil  heart  obstructs  the  dictates  of 


my  judgment  i  otteo  feel  a  reluctance  to  read  tliiit 
book  ot  books,  and  a  disposition  to  bew  out  broken 
-4»sterns  wbicb  afford  me  no  water,  wbile  tbe  fountain 
^f  living  waters  are  close  within  my  reach. 

I  am,  Madam,  yours,  &c. 

OMICROJ^, 
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Dear  Sir, 


DO  not  wonder  tbat  your  mind  is  unsettled  and  na* 
easy.  When  you  bad  derived  peace  and  compotuni 
from  the  knowledge  of  tbe  truth,  it  was  not  worth  yom 
while  to  consult  the  writers  you  mention,  to  know  wbat 
Ihey  could  offer  in  support  of  opinions  which  you  ww« 
beforehand,  upon  solid  grounds,  convinced  must  be 
erroneous.  Unless  we  have  a  clear  and  proper  call  lo 
examine  such  books,  I  think  it  best  to  let  them  alone. 
A  man,  who,  relying  on  the  strength  of  his  constitution^ 
should  tamper  with  poison,  may  be  hurt  before  be  it. 
aware.  There  are  some  errors  which,  for  the  subtlety 
and  malignity  of  their  operation,  may  be  compared  to 
poison.  And  if  we  presume  so  far  upon  our  judg* 
ment  being  fully  formed  and  establbhed,  as  to  eTuppote 
we  may  indulge  a  needless  curiosity  of  knowing  the 
mistakes  of  others,  and  how  they  attempt  to  defend 
them,  without  the  least  danger  of  being  entangled  or 
{)erplexed  ourselves  ;  we  may  have  cause  to  repent  of 
our  rashness.  You  have  made  tbe  experiment,  and 
auf&rcd  by  it     You  have  found  there  is  sometliing  in 
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yonr  heart  which  you  did  not  expect  to  find  there,  and 
which  if  God  were  to  leave  you  to  yourself,  would 
render  you,  notwithstanding  all  your  fornoer  apparent 
stability,  capable  of  believing  a  lie. 

The  advocates  for  that  false  candour  which  is  so 
much  in  vogue  at  present,  will  recommend  to  you  a 
liberal  and  impartial  examination  of  every  sentiment 
on  religion,  which  may  come  in  your  way  ;  and  that 
you  should  not  reject  any  one,  however  it  inay  shock 
you  upon  the  first  proposal,  until  you  have  heard  and 
considered  all  that  can  be  suggested  in  its  favour. 
They  will  probably  remind  you,  that  to  prove  all  things, 
in  order  to  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,  is  the  direction 
of  an  apostle.  But  you  had  already  proved,  if  not  all 
things,  yet  many,  enough  at  least,  to  give  you  a  warrant 
for  holding  that  fast  which  had  evidenced  itself  to  you 
by  its  effects  to  be  good.  May  1  not  ask  you,  as  Paul 
asked  the  Galatians,  Where  is  the  blessedness  you  once 
spoke  of  ?  Nay,  I  need  not  ask  you  ;  I  well  know,'  and 
I  appeal  to  your  own  conscience,  that  in  proportion  as 
the  principles  which  formerly  made  you  happy,  have 
been  shaken  by  the  suggestions  of  your  new  teachers, 
the  blessedness  you  then  spoke  of  has  abated  likewise. 
I  long  for  the  honour  and  comfort  of  being  instrumental 
to  your  recovery,  and  with  this  view  I  take  up  my  pen. 
There  are  some  truths  so  evident,  that  they  are  scarcely 
capable  of  additional  proof,  nor  should  we  think  it 
worth  while  to  waste  a  moment  in  confuting  the  person 
who  should  deny  them.  I  am  sure,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  two  and  two  are  equal  to  four.  And  if  the  title 
page  of  a  large  book  informed  me  that  the  design  of  the 
author  was  to  prove  that  two  and  two  are  equal  to 
seven  ;  whatever  reason  I  might  have  to  think  highly 
of  the  autlior'sj  abilities,  or  to  be  diffident  of  my  own 
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judgment,  I -need  not  toil  through  a  folio,  and  careful- 
ly weigh  every  thing  his  learning  and  ingenuity  could 
suggest  in  support  of  an  absurdity,  before  I  could 
warrantably  contradict  it. 

I.  think  an  evidence,  little  less  intuitive  than  that  by 
which  we  perceive  the  whole  to  be  greater  than  a  parti 
may  be  obtained,  with  respect  both  to  the  truth  of  the 
leading  doctrines  of  the  Gospel,  and  their  true  sense, 
provided  the  understanding  be  duly  enlightened  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  the  heart  be  humbly  and  honestly 
willing  to  be  determined  by  the  testimony  of  Scripture. 
Universal  experience  and  observation  so  perfectly  cor^ 
respond  with  what  the  Bible  teaches  us  concerning  the 
heart  of  man,  his  present  state,  his  weakness  and  wants, 
his  anxieties  and  miseries,  with  their  proper  causes,  aild 
their  only  remedy ; .  that  he  who  runs  may  read,,  if  bis 
judgment  be  not  perverted  by  prejudices  and  prideL 
Indeed,  if  he  idolizes  what  he  calls  his  reason,  and 
resolves  to  believe  nothing  but  what  he  can  fully  com- 
prehend ;  if  while  he  admits  a  Divine  Revelation,  he 
neither  expects  nor  will  allow  it  to  inform  him  of  any 
thing  but  what  he  supposes  he  already  knows;  the 
more  he  reasons,  the  more  he  is  likely  to  be  bewildered 
in  the  labyrinths  of  scepticism.  Yet  reason  has  its  use 
und  place  in  religious  concerns,  and  the  religion  of  the 
New  Testament  is  a  reasonable  service.  But  tl>e  rea^ 
soning  of  many  persons  reputed  wise,  is  like  the  rea- 
soning of  madmen.  Their  inferences  may  be  rightly 
drawn,  and  therefore,  if  their  premises  were  true,  their 
conclusions  would  be  just.  But  if  the  premised  be 
false,  the  conclusion  must  be  so  likewise.  The'man 
who  thinks  he  is  made  of  glass^  and  is  therefore  alraid 
of  moving  or  being  touched,  lest  he  should'  be  broken 
to  pieces,  may  be  said,  so  far,  to  reason  justly;  for  if  he 


redly  wu  mado  of  glass,  his  fear  would  be  i^eH 
founded ;  but  if  be  insists  upob  it»  in  defiance  of  all 
ai|^inent  and  persuasion,  that  he  is  really  a  glass  maoy 
we  no  longer  deem  him  rational,  but  pronounce  him  to 
be  mad.  Thus  if  a  reasoner,  in  contradiction  to  the 
common  sense  of  mankind,  will  assume  the  dignity, 
tiie  wisdom,  the  integrity,  and  the  goodness  of  man  in 
fab  present  state,  as  so  many  incontrovertible  first 
principles ;  if  he  reasons  consistency  from  such  prin- 
ciples, he  must  of  course  first  undervalue,  and  finally 
dfa|card,  the  revelation  which  be  proposes  to  examine. 
For  madness  is  in  his  heart,  and  unless  it  pleases  God 
to  bring  him  to  his  right  mind,  he  is  no  more  comp&- 
Mnt  to  judge  of  truth,  than  a  man  born  blind  to  judg6 
4^  colours. 

Is  it  not  highly  reasonable  to  affirm,  that  God 
knows  us  better  than  we  know  ourselves  ?  That  what 
he  says  deserves  our  attention?  That  what  he  promises 
must  be  worth  our  while  to  seek  in  the  way  which  He 
has  appointed  ?  Let  reason  work  fairly  upon  these 
plain  data,  and  it  will  confirm  ail  that  the  Scripture 
declares  concerning  the  guilt  and  depravity  of  man, 
and  of  the  method  of  his  recovery  by  faith  in  the  blood 
of  Jesus.  That  fallen  man  needs  a  Saviour ;  that  his 
salvation  is  a  work  too  great  for  a  creature  to  accom- 
plish ;  that  he  cannot  be  saved  without  a  proper  atone- 
ment made  for  his  sin ;  nor  unless  his  mind  be  enlight^ 
ened,  and  renewed,  by  the  powerful  agency  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  These  points,  reason,  though  unable  to 
discover,  or  fully  to  comprehend,  can  so  tar  demoiv 
strate,  as  to  prove  the  impossibility  of  salvation  upoa 
any  other  grounds,  if  the  Scriptural  representation  of 
the  character  of  God  and  the  heart  of  man,  be  admit- 
ted as  a  truettne. 


,'* 


Yet  these  pibints  ar^  not  only  disputed,  biit  denied, 

and  by  some  persons  in  the  most  unqualified  termtf. 

The  epithets,  irrational,  absurd,  alid  enthusiastic,  aril 

freely  applied  both  to  the  doctrines  and  to  those  who 

hold  them ;  and  the  magisterial  and  decisive  tone,  ift 

which  theie  charges  are  made,  has  supplied  the  want 

cff  solid  nrtrnment  in  their  support.     I  do  not  wondef^ 

that' sentiments  so  favourable  to  the  pride  of  man,  and 

which  lay  but  little   restraint    upon  his  inclinations^, 

should  be  readily  adopted  by  many,  who  are  content 

to  let  others  think  for  them.     But  I  marvel  that  yoil 

are  so  soon  removed  from  tlie  truth  you  professed,  M 

another  Gospel.     Yet  I  hope  you  are  not  removed, 

though  for  the  present  unsettled  ;  and  that  the  Lord 

will  so  humble  and  instruct  you  by  your  fall,  as  td 

make  it  the  occasion  of  establishing  you  more  firmly 

than  ever.    I  waive  argumentation,  and  appeal  to  facts : 

and  I  shall  confine  myself  to  the  consideration  of  a 

single  po'mt,  because  it  is  the  central  point,  which  has 

an  influence   upon   every   other   religious   sentiment 

You  once  believed  that  Jesus,  the  Saviour  of  sinners; 

possesses  all  the  attributes  and  perfections  of  Deity; 

that  he  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  the  proper  object 

of  divine  worship  ;  but  now  you  hesitate ;  your  attention 

has  been  drawn  to  what  is  commended  to  you,  as  ft 

m(5re  rational  scheme.     But  they  who  are  agreed  td 

deny  the  eternal  power  and  Godhead    of  the    Lord 

Jesus,  cannot  agree  among  themselves  who,  or  what 

He  is.     Some  peremptorily  affirm  that  he  is  a  mere 

man,  like  one   of  us;   otheis  suppose  him  to   be  of 

the  angelic  order,  perhaps  of  the  highest  rank,  possibly 

superior  to  them  all,  but  yet  a  creature,  consequently 

no  more  worthy  of  divine  honour,  (and  in  my  view  no 

more  competent  to  the  work  of  redemmion,)  than  a' 
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worm.  If  you  read  on  both  sides^  you  ivill  find  that 
the  Arian  and  Socinian  writers,  abundantly  prove  that 
the  sentiments  which  they  gently  oppose  in  each  other^ 
cannot  be  reconciled  either  with  Scripture,  or  with 
plain  common  sense.  But  their  opposition  is  so  very 
gentle,  their  reciprocal  candour  and  esteem  so  great, 
and  their  mutual  dislike  of  our  principles  so  very  sin- 
cere and  strong,  that  it  seems,  upon  their  plans,  to 
]be  of  little  importance,  what  or  how  we  thiak  of 
Christ,  provided  we  do  not  think  of  him  too  highly  ; 
but  let  us  jadge  from  what  we  see  and  feel,  and  decide 
accordingly^ 

1.  The  truth  or  falsehood  of  our  religious  principles 
may   not  be  easily  discernible,    by  their  effects  in  a 
time  of  prosperity.     The  house  built   upon   a  sand, 
may  seem  to  stand  as  firm  as  that  which  is  built  upon 
the  rock,  till  the  floods  and  storms  come  to  try  them. 
But  man  is  born  to  trouble,  as  the  sparks  fiy  upwards. 
Admitting  that  the  schemes  which  represent  Christ  as  a 
creature,  whose  knowledge  and  power  must  of  course 
be  limited,  may  seem  to  suit  and  satisfy  those  who  are 
at  ease  ;  they  afford  little  consolation  to  a   wounded 
conscience,  or  even  to  a  person  suffering  under  the 
various  calamities  to  which  every  state  of  human  life 
is  liable,  under  the  pressures  of  poverty,  severe  pain, 
and  long  illness ;  or  when  the  desire  of  our  eyes  is 
taken  away  by  a  sudden  stroke ;  in  cases  where  the 
help  of  man  is  found  to  be  utterly  in  vain,  there  is  a 
need  of  stronger  arguments  than  the  topics  of  what 
some  call  rational  religion  can  suggest,  to  inspire  peace, 
maintain  hope,   and  influence  the  mind  to  a  cheerful 
and  willing  submission  to  the  will  of  God.     Natural 
fortitude,  and  cold  reasonings,  more  .conformable    to 
the  philosophy  of  the  heathens,  than  to  the  spirit  of 
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tiie  Gospely  may  stifle  complaints  ;  but  to  rejoice 
in  tribulation,  and  in  every  thing  to  give  thanks,  are 
privileges  peculiar  to  those,  who  can  joy  in  God 
through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  by  whom  they  have 
obtained  reconciliation.  A  cordial  belief  that  he  suf- 
fered for  our  sins,  that  we  are  accepted  in  hin),  that 
lie  is  our  shepherd,  full  of  care,  compassion,  and 
power ;  who  knows  the  very  thoughts  and  feelings  of 
the  heart,  and  who,  having  been  tempted  for  us,  is . 
able  and  ready  to  succour  us  in  all  our  temptations  : 
a  persuasion  that  his  wisdom  and  love  preside  over 
all  our  dispensations  ;  a  liberty  of  applying  to  him  for 
strength  according  to  our  day,  confirmed  by  a  thousand 
past  proofs,  that  when  we  have  called  upon  him,  he 
has  heard,  supported,  and  delivered  us  ;  a  humble 
confidence,  which  only  he  can  give,  that  the  heaviest 
afflictions  are  light,  and  the  longest  momentary,  com- 
pared with  that  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight 
of  glory,  to  which  he  is  leading  us  by  them ;  and  that 
sense  of  the  demerit  of  our  sins,  only  fully  to  be 
estimated  by  the  value  of  the  necessary  atonement, 
which  will  always  constrain  us  to  acknowledge  that  our 
greatest  sufferings  are  less  than  our  iniquities  deserve. 
Considerations  of  this  kind  come  home  to  our  bosoms, 
are  fiilly  adequate  to  our  wants,  communicate  a  peace 
passing  understanding,  and  enable  those  who  feel  their 
influence,  to  say,  ^'  It  is  the  Lord,  let  htm  do  wh«t 
'^  seemeth  him  good  ;"  and  often  they  can  add,  to  the 
astonishment  of  those  who  know  not  the  power  of  their 
principles.  As  the  sufferings  of  Christ,  (those  which  we 
endure  for  his  sake  or  from  his  hand,)  abound  in  us,  so 
our  consolation  also  aboundeth  by  Christ. 

2.  This  reminds  me  of  another  important  point     If 
there  be  an  hereafter ;  if  every  one  of  us  must  give 


an  account  of  himself  to  God,  and  be  unalterably 
fixed  in 'a  state  of  happiness,  or  misery,  according  to 
Ids  righteous  award,  a  thinking  person  who  prutes^cs 
to  believe  that  he  must  appear  at  the  tribunal  ol  the 
great,  impartial,  omniscient  Judge,  can  hardly  have 
any  true  enjoyinent  of  his  situation  hrre^  but  in  pro- 
portion as  he  is  favoured  with  a  well  grounded  bopc, 
(for  a  false  and  ill-grounded  hof>e,  uhtre  ^uch  vast 
Consequences  are  depending,  must  bean  awful  delusion 
indeed,)  that  it  will  be  well  with  hiiu  when  he  shall  go 
hence  and  be  no  moi  e  seen.  Certainty  upon  this  head, 
or  the  nearest  possible  approaches  to  ccriainty,  must 
iurely  be  highly  desirable.  Let  us  inquire  which 
•oheme  bids  fairest  to  afford  this  satisfaction.  If  \\cll- 
grounded,  it  must  be  built  upon  truth,  and  conse- 
quently it  cannot  be  stronger  than  the  conviction  wo 
have,  that  the  principles  are  true  upon  which  we 
build 

An  ingenious  writer*  of  the  present  day,  though  he 
thinks  the  Socinian  doctrine  ^'  not  only  renders  the 
"  Scripture  umntilLLigible,  but  Christianity  itself 
"  inciu:dibi.e,"  is  pleased,  notwithstanding,  to  give  it 
a  niarked  preference  to  whut  he  styles  the  Athnnasian 
or  Calvinistic  scheme,  which  he  says,  *'  I  reject  with 
^^  strong  conviction.''  But  in  the  same  page,  in  the  very 
next  preceding  period,  he  frankly  acknowledges,  "  1 
^'  can,  in  this  instance  as  in  most  others,  with  much 
^'  more  confidence  sav  what  is  not,  than  what  is  the 
*'  truthf.'*  It  may  perhaps  be  justly  questioned,  whe- 
ther a  man  who  declares  himself  uncertain  what  is 
the  truth,  can  be  competently  qualified  to  decide  with 
confidence, what  is  not  the  truth.      He  elsewhere  says 

♦  Dr.  Price,  f  Sermons  Jatcly  printed,  p.  158,  193. 
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to  the  same  parpose,  ^'  Indeed  I  seldom  feel  much  of 
^'  that  satisfaction  which  some  derive  from  being  sure 
<<  tbey  have  found  out  truth."  In  another  publication,  he 
gives  the  following  account  of  his  studies,  and  the 
result  of  his  inquiries :  '*  In  early  life,  1  was  struck 
"  with  Bishop  Butler  s  Analogy  mi  Religion,  natural  and 
^^  revealed,  to  the  constitution  and  course  of  nature^ 
^'  I  reckon  it  happy  for  me,  that  this  book  was  one  of 
^'  the  first  that  fell  into  my  hands ;  it  taught  me  the 
^'  proper  mode  of  reasoning  on  moral  and  religious  sub-p 
^^  jccts,  and  particularly  the  importance  of  paying  a  due 
*^  regard  to  the  imperfection  ot  numan  knowledge.  His 
'^  sermons  also,  I  tnought,  and  do  still  think,  excellent* 
''  Next  to  his  works,  I  have  always  been  an  admirer  of 
^^  the  works  of  Dr.  Clarke.  And  I  cannot  help  adding^ 
''  though  it  may  seem  strange,  that  I  likewise  owe  mucfai 
^'  to  the  philosophical  writings^  of  Mr.  Hume,  which  I 
^'  likewise  studied  early  in  life.  Though  an  enemy  to 
**  his  scepticism,  I  have  profited  by  it.  By  attacking,  withf 
"  great  ability,  every  principle  of  truth  and  reason,  he 
^'  taught  me  to  examine  the  ground  on  which  I  stood, 
^'  and  not  hastily  to  take  any  thing  for  granted.  And 
'^  now  in  the  evening  of  a  life  devoted  to  inquiries,  and 
"  spent  in  endeavours,  (weak  and  feeble  indeed,) to  serve 
^'  the  best  interests,  present  and  future,  of  mankind ;  I 
'*  am  waiting  for  the  great  Teacher,  convinced  that  the 
^*  order  of  Nuure  is  perfect,  that  infinite  wisdom  and 
^'  goodness  governs  all  things,and  that  Christianity  comes 
^'  from  God ;  but  at  the  same  time,  puzzled  by  many 
^'  difficulties,  anxious  for  more  light,  and  resting  with 
^^  full  and  constant  assurance  only  on  this  one  truth, 
"  That  the  practice  of  virtue  is  the  duty  anc^ ignity  of 
*'  man,  and,  in  all  events,  his  wisest  and  safesrcourse*/' 

*  Maty's  Kcriev  for  December,  irS4,  pa^  487. 
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I  admire  the  ingenuousness  offtbese  confessions;  and 
1  compassionate  a  state  of  mind,  ivhich,  though  sel- 
dom acknowledged  with  the  same  honesty,  I  believe 
to  be  far  from  uncommon.  It  is  indeed  lamentable^  if 
personB  of  respectable  characters  and  abilities,  should 
devote  no  small  part  of  their  time  and  attention  to  the 
study  of  the  Scriptures,  the  professed  design  of  which 
is  to  make  us  wise  -unto  salvation,  and  yet  have  no 
hope  of  being  satisfied  in  the  most  fundamental  points 
of  religion,  till  'death  shall  remove  them  to  a  state 
which  will  exclude  all  possibility  of  doubt  For  though 
death  be  a  great  teacher  indeed,  it  must  be  uncom* 
fortable  to  remain  in  suspense,  and  under  a  possibility 
of  being  mistaken  in  matters  essential  to  our  peace, 
till  the  discovery  of  our  mistake,  (if  it  should  prove  so,) 
will  come  too  late  to  admit  of  redress.  Oh  that  we 
may  be  persuaded  in  time,  earnestly  to  implore  the 
assistance  of  that  still  greater  Teacher,  who  has  pro* 
mised  his  gracious  help  to  all  who  humbly  seek  it ! 
But  if  we  set  him  aside,  and  rashly  prefer  the  guidance 
of  our  own  boasted  reason,  in  points  beyond  the  line 
of  its  comprehension,  the  most  laborious  researches 
will  issue  in  uncertainty.  Surely  in  the  beginning  it 
was  not  so.  Our  Lord's  promise  to  his  disciples  was, 
**  Ye  shall  know  the  truth,  and  the  truth  shall  make 
"  you  free.  If  any  man  will  do  my  will,  he  shall  know 
"  of  the  doctrine  whether  it  be  of  God.**  And  these 
promises  were  abundantly  fulfilled  to  the  first  Christians. 
Not  to  insist  on  the  strong  testimony  of  Peter,  "  We 
"  believe  and  are  sure,  that  Thou  art  the  Christ,  the  Son 
"  of  the  living  God  ;'  the  apostles  frequently  declare, 
t)iat  theu^  aim  and  intention,  both  in  preaching  and 
writing,  was  to  make  others  equally  sure  with  them- 
selves;   "These  things  we  write  unto  you,  that  ye 
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*^  may  have  fellowship  with  us ;  that  ye  may  know  that 
'^  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  that  ye  may  believe  in  the 
^^  name  of  the  Son  God."  It  was  not  the  exclusive 
privile^  of  Paul,  as  an  apostle,  to  know  whom  he 
had  believed,  and  to  be  persuaded  that  he  was  able 
to  keep  that  which  he  had  committed  to  him.  The 
Gospel  came  to  otberd  likewise,  not  in  word  only,  but 
also  in  power,  and  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  in  much 
assurance,  they  had  joy  and  peace  in  believing,  they 
rejoiced  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory ;  they 
took  joyfully  the  spoiling  of  their  goods,  knowing  in 
themselves  that  they  had  in  heaven  a  better  and  more 
enduring  substance  ;  for  after  they  believed,  they  were 
sealed  with  the  Holy  Spirit  of  promise,  and  because 
they  were  sons,  God  had  ^^  sent  forth  the  spirit  of  his 
**  Son  into  their  hearts,  whereby  they  could  call  him 
*^  Abba,  Father/'  These  are  Scriptural  expressions,  and 
but  a  very  small  part  of  what  might  be  adduced  to 
confirm,  were  it  needful,  the  assertion  of  St  John, 
^^  He  that  l>elieveth  on  the  Son  of  God,  hath  the  wit- 
^'  ness  in  himself."  How  different  is  this  strain  from 
that  of  the  writer  I  have  quoted  above !  Shall  we  say, 
then,  that  the  everlasting  Gospel  has  lost  its  evidence 
or  its  efficacy,  in  the  course  of  seventeen  hundred 
years  ?  1  hat  it  could  once  inspire  those  who  embraced 
it  ^ith  a  full  assurance  of  hope ;  but,  at  this  distance 
of  time  it  leaves  inquirers  puzzled  with  difficulties, 
and  still  more  anxious  for  light?  Rather  we  must 
maintain,  that  the  same  Gospel  still  produces  the  same 
effects.  If  Christ  died,  rose  from  the  dead,  anc|  en- 
tered into  glory,  only  to  assure  us  ^'  that  the  practice 
'/  of  virtue  is  the  duty  and  dignity  of  man,^d  at  all 
^'  events  his  safest  and  wisest  course,"  I  may  venture  to 
say,  that  he  died  and  rose  in  vain.     Surely,  his  gra- 
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<ndu9  interposition  does  not  make  it  more  evidentto  u^, 
tiian  it  was  to  the  heathens,  that  nothing  but  the  prac- 
tice of  virtue  is  necessary  for  a  sinner.  And  I  am 
quite  at  a  loss  to  know  what  the  writer  mean^  by  virtue, 
when  I  find  a  bold  attempt  to  set  aside  the  authority 
of  Moses  and  Paul,  complimented  by  him  as  ''  a 
•*  magnanimous  openness*."  Methinks  a  magnanimity 
of  this  kind,  can  be  no  branch  of  that  virtue  which  ie 
the  duty  and  dignity  of  man. 

Ask  death-beds,  my  friends,  they  will  speak;  I  know, 
indeed,  that  many  persons  die  as  they  lived,  careless 
and  insensible,  no  more  impressed  by  the  thoughts  of 
an  eternal  state,  than  the  beasts  of  the  field;  and  I 
know  that  others,  lest  by-standers  should  suspect  them 
of  fear,  or  question  the  validity  of  their  infidel  prin- 
ciples to  support  them,  have  affected  to  jest  in  their 
last  hours,  and  to  meet  death  with  a  facetiousnes^ 
utterly  unbecoming  a  wise  man;  For  it  is  a  serious 
thing  to  die ;  and  the  dignified  composure  of  a  true 
Christian,  differs  so  much  from  thelevitv  of  a  buffoon, 
as  the  sober  conduct  of  a  man  differs  from  the  mi- 
xnickry  and  grimace  of  a  monkey.  I  have  known 
per?ons,  not  in  the  lowest  class  for  tl)at  wisdom  and 
virtue  which  is  taught  in  the  schools  of  9ce|)ticism; 
tremble  like  the  bonijhs  of  a  tree  in  a  storu),  when  the 
approach  of  death  has  excited  an  awhil  sensibility  in 
their  conscience,  recalled  to  their  remembrance  a  view 
of  their  past  lives,  and  opened  to  their  mind  a  prospect, 
(till  then  unregarded,)  of  what  was  hetore  tliem.  I 
have  had  the  comfort  of  seein;jj  in;u«y  others  very  dif- 
ferently afteeted  in  dying  rim?instaT?res.  1  have  seen 
enough  tq^  convince  me,  if  the  testiu)ony  of  thd  word 

•  Appcndnc  to  the  Sermons,  p.  39^.. 


Kate  Itete  of  TrmJhOrtfit.  i/d 

of  God  needed  any  confirmationy  that  the  true  wisdom 
of  MaD  18  most  conspicuouSi  (if  he  retains  his  senses,) 
when  he  is  about  to  leave  this  world:  and  that  his 
duty,  dignity,  and  happiness,  are  displayed  to  the  highest 
advantage,  when,  like  Stephen,  he  is  enabled  to  commit 
his  departing  spirit  into  the  hands  of  Jesus,  and  to 
Tentur6  his  Eternal  All,  upon  hb  faithfulness  and 
ability  to  save,  to  the  uttermost,  those  who,  renouncing 
every  other  ground  of  hope,  confide  entirely  in  his 
mediation.  I  have  seen  them  in  this  situation,  in  tb6 
exercise  of  a  good  conscience,  possessed  of  a  solid, 
unshaken  peace,  and  at  a  loss  for  words  to  express 
their  joys,  yet  humbly  sensible  of  their  unworthiness, 
and  the  defects  and  defilements  of  their  best  services. 
I  have  heard  them  regret^  that  their  regard  to  him,  and 
their  dependence  upqp  him,  had  been  so  faint  and  so 
feeble;  but  I  never  heard  one  regret,  that  he  had 
honoured  him  too  highly,  or  placed  too  much  confi^ 
dence  in  bis  authority  and  power. 

3,  Another  test  of  the  truth  and  goodness  of  doc- 
trines, which  will  approve  itself,  to  a  careful  and 
candid  observer,  without  the  assistance  of  critical 
learning,  or  laboured  arguments,  is  their  compara^ve 
efficacy  or  insufficiency,  to  reclaim  men  from  wicked* 
ness,  to  inspire  them  with  the  fear  and  love  of  God, 
and  to  produce  a  habit  of  integrity  and  benevolence 
towards  our  fellow-creatures.  If  I  hear  that  a  mi- 
nister, who  preaches  Christ  as  the  wisdom  and  power 
of  God  to  salvation,  and  who  is  animated  with  that 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  good  of  soids,  of 
which  they  who  truly  believe  in  the  eternal  power  and 
Godhead  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  value  of  his  atone- 
ment, camiot  be  wholly  destitute  ;   I  say,   if  I  hear 

that  such  a  one  is  about  to.be  fixed  in  a  place  where 
Vol.  VI.  S  K 


ignorance  and  immorality  generally  prevail^  I  always 
taJ^e  it  for  granted,  that  the  effects  of  his  ministry  will 
soon  be  mdre  or  less  risible :  that  the  Lord's  day  will 
be  better  observed,  the  place  of  worship  more  fre- 
quented ;  that  there  will  be  some  instaocesi  at  least, 
<^  profligates  becoming  sober,  of  careless  sinners  ex- 
cited to  a  concern  for  their  souls,  and  that  some  per- 
sons who  had  long  lived  without  God  in  the  world, 
will  begin  to  worship  him  in  their  families.  I  know  that 
in  such  eases  there  will  be  pretenders  found,  like  tares 
among  the  wheat;  but  I  always  expect  there  will  like- 
wise be  such  instances  of  real  reformation,  both  as  to 
religion  and  to  moral  conduct,  as  shall  put  gainsayers 
to  shame  and  to  silence,  and  satisfy  candid  and  atten- 
tive inquirers,  that  a  change  so  beneficial  to  individuals, 
to  families,  and  to  the  community,  was  the  effect  of 
the  doctrines  delivered  to  them^  and  with  which  they 
were  before  unacquainted.  The  very  different  effects 
of  that  preaching  which  represents  Clirist  as  a  crea- 
ture, and  sets  aside  the  necessity  of  his  atonement,  I 
have  often  had  the  occasion  of  observing,  when  intro- 
duced amongst  a  people,  who  have  before  been  fa- 
voured with  what  I  deem,  and  assuredly  know,  to  be 
the  true  Gospel.  In  proportion  as  it  has  been  received, 
a  regular  attendance  upon  public  ordinances,  a  care 
to  maintain  family  worship,  a  spiritual  frame  of  con- 
versation and  conduct,  have  gradually  declined.  Where 
moral  essays  are  substituted  for  the  truth  as  it  is  in 
Jesus,  where  men  arc  taught  to  seek  their  resources 
in  their  own  powers,  and  to  consider  themselves  as 
already  wise  and  good,  the  preacher  may  perhaps 
please  the  ear,  but  he  will  seldom  affect  or  mend  the 
heart.  In  our  days  it  may  be  truly  said,  "  Virtus  lau- 
<'  datur  et  alget."  Fine  encomiums  upon  the  beauty  of 
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vldue  abound ;  but  Christian  virtue,  the  love  of  God 
and  of  man  for  his  sake,  is  only  td  be  attained  by  faith 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  the  word  of  bis  testi- 
mony. 

Since,  therefore,  the  principles  you  once  embraced, 
are  best  suited  to  comfort  you  under  affliction,  to  give 
you  a  solid  ^ound  of  hope  in  life  and  in  death,  and 
evidently  found  to  be  the  most  efficacious  to  promote 
the  fear  of  God,  and  the  good  of  society  ;  I  hope  you 
will  in  future  bewaris  of  the  sophistry  of  those  teechera 
who  would  deprive  you  of  your  gold,  and  can  only  give* 
you  counters  in  exchange.  I  commend  you  to  that 
good  Shepherd,  who  can  pity  and  restore  his  wandering 

sheep ; 

And  remain  affectionately  yours, . 

OMICRON. 


TO  MISS  ••••  ••••,  ON  HEB  BIRTU-DAY. 

1. 


w 


ITH  sweet  scmg  the  lark  and  thrush, 
On  the  day  when  you  were  bom, 

From  the  dew-bespangled  bush, 
Welcom'd  in  the  happy  mom. 

Still  with  each  returning  Spring, 

As  the  day  returns,  they  sing. 


What  a  cheering  soft  perfume. 
Wafted  on  the  air,  proceeds 

From  the  hedges  drest  in  bloom, 
And  the  gay  enimiellM  meadj> 


While  the  sun,  with  penoil*d  beams, 
Gilds  the  luUs,  the  trees,  the  streams! 

3. 

Yet  before  another  year, 

(Pleasures  are  short-Iiv'd  below,) 
Frowning  Winter  will  be  here, 

Rob'd  in  clouds,  and  storms,  and  snow : 
All  these  beauties  then  will  fade, 
All  look  blasted,  cold,  and  dead. 

4. 

Spring  an  emblem  is  of  youth. 

Hasting  on  to  widi'ring  age ; 
Oh  that  this  important  truth 

Mig^t  each  youthful  heart  engage  I 
Ev'ry  pulse,  and  ev'ry  breath. 
Nearer  brings  our  winter.  Death. 

5. 

You,  I  trust,  delight  to  think 

On  the  change  which  many  dread ; 
Here  you  taste,  but  there  shall  drink 

Pleasures  at  the  fountain  head. 
Has  not  Jesus,  by  lus  love, 
Taught  your  heart  to  soar  above ! 

6. 

Endless  spring  will  there  prevail, 

There  the  flow'rs  unfading  grow ; 
Solid  joys  that  never  fail, 

How  unlike  to  all  below ! 
Grief  and  sin  will  then  be  o'er, 
And  our  sun  go  down  no  more. 


7. 

You  may  well  record  your  birth, 

Bom  to  such  a  glorious  bliss ; 
All  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth 

Are  but  toys  compared  with  this. 
'Tis  not  worth  the  while  to  live 
For  such  joys  as  earth  can  give. 

8. 

Saviour !  till  her  life  shall  end 

Guide  her  steps,  and  cheer  her  heart ! 
Be  her  shepherd,  husband,  friend. 

Daily  grace  and  peace  impart ; 
May  her  bri^t  example  show 
What  a  Saviour* s  love  can  do  J 

OMICRON. 
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X  BELIEVE  that  there  are  beings  superior  to  u%(  at 
least  in  our  present  state,  whom  M'e  call  Angels.  But 
what  I  can  collect  from  the  Scriptures  concerning  their 
nature  and  powers  is  very  indistinct  I  never  saw  an 
angel,  and  therefore  am  at  a  loss  bow  to  conceive  of 
him.  How  poor,  then,  must  be  my  conceptions  of  the 
great  God  !  The  revelation  be  has  given  of  himself  in 
his  Word,  is  undoubtedly  fully  adequate  to  the  state 
and  wants  of  mankind  ;  but  it  can  be  rightly  understood, 
80  far  only  as  it  is  accompanied  by  the  further  revela- 
tion of  his  Holy  Spirit.  And  as  the  knowledge  of 
believers  is  progressive  like  the  light,  which  advances 
from  dawn  to  day,  I  hardly  expect  that  any  human  form 
of  words  can  equally  and  exactly  express  the  ap- 
prehensions, even  of  all  who  are  truly  taught  of  God.  ^ 
A  child  may  repeat  such  a  form  no  less  accurately  than 
a  man,  but  he  will  seldom  annex  the  same  ideas  to  what 
be  says.     There  are  likewise  children,  yea,  babisa  in^ 
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grace.      All  may  be  equally  otbodox,  but  I  think  they 
cannot  all  be  equally  enlightened. 

For  myself,  though  I  trust  the  views  I  have  received 
exempt  me  from  the  charge  of  worshipping  I  know^ 
not  what ;  I  am  sensible  I  have  not  '*  already  attained/' 
My  conceptions  are  weak  and  faint ;  and  such  as  they 
are^  I  know  not  how  to  express  them  to  others  to  my 
own  satisfaction.  I  dare  not  indulge  speculations  upon 
this  high  subject ;  and  when  I  speak  of  it,  I  wish  to 
speak  with  reverence  and  caution,  lest  I  should  darkea 
counsel  by  words  without  knowledge.       < 

The  principal  effects  attributed  to  faith  are,  that  it 
puri6es  the  heart,  works  by  love,  and  overcomes  the 
ivorld.  I  think  that  no  other  cause  can  produce  these 
effects.  Therefore,  when  I  perceive  these  signs  of 
faith,  I  am  ready  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  prinr 
eiples  of  the  persons  who  exhibit  them  are  right} 
though  they  may,  and  I  suppose  they  do,  perceive 
them  more  or  less  explicitly,  according  to  the  will  of 
Him  who  worketh  all, in  all,  or  to  the  different  stages 
of  their  standing  or  experience  in  the  divine  life.  Tq 
judge  otherwise,  appears  to  me  as  unreasonable,  aa 
to  expect  that  several  persons  viewing  the  same  tower 
from  different  distances,  should  all  perceive  it  precisely' 
under  the  same  angle. 

I  believe  there  is  a  God.  That  God  is  one^  I  am 
assured  not  only  by  Scripture,  but  even  by  reason.  I 
see  enough  around  me,  to  be  convinced  that  he  is  the 
Creator,  Preserver,  and  Governor  of  all  things*  I  se^ 
the  traces  and  impressions  of  his  wisdom,  power,  and 
goodness,  wherever  I  turn  my  eyes.  But  the  solitary 
idea  of  God,  absolutely  considered,  would  bring  no 
comfort  to  my  heart  Too  long,  while  I  said  there  was 
a  God,  I  lived  without  him  in  the  world ;  and  I  shoulij 
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have  always  lived  so,  had  not  my  eyes  been  in  some 
degree  opened,  to  see  him  by  the  light  of  his  Scripture. 
TkerCy  besides  strong  declarations  of  the  unity  of  the 
Godhead,  and  repeated  warnings  against  idolatry,  I 
meet  with  the  terms,  Father,  Son,  or  Word,  (of  God,) 
and  Holy  Spirit  Whether  men  style  thesCf  persons, 
subsistences,  or  by  any  other  name,  I  find  ascribed  to 
each  those  attributes  which  I  judge  incommunicable 
to  creatures,  as  much  so  to  those  of  the  highest  order, 
as  to  worms  or  oysters ;  such  as  omnipresence,  omni* 
science,  and  omnipotence.  Therefore,  whether  I  at-* 
tempt  to  think  of  Father,  or  Son,  or  Holy  Spirit,  I 
Ihink  of  God,  and  yet  I  am  sure  there  can  be  but  one 
God.  4i4 

I  read  in  the  gospel  of  St  John,  that  the  Word  was 
God,  that  all  thincirs  Here  made,  or  created  by  him  in 
the  beginning.  This,  therefore,  is  a  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  my  feith.  I  am  told  by  the  same  authority, 
that  the  Word  was  with  God.  I  conceive  that  this 
dause,  likewise,  has  its  determinate  meaning.  It 
teaches  me  to  attend  to  the  above  distinction ;  but  I 
think  it  does  not  require  me  either  to  comprehend  or 
to  explain  it  I  observe  a  distribution  pointed  out  in 
the  economy  of  redemption ;  that  the  purpose  is  more 
peculiarly  ascribed  to  the  Father,  the  accompluhment  to 
the  Son,  and  the  application  to  the  Holy  Spirit  But 
as  these  offices  and  engagements  can  only  be  sustained 
or  fulfilled  by  the  perfections  of  Deity ;  and  as  God  is 
essentially  and  immutably  onCy  I  hope  that  whether  I 
bow  my  knees  to  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  whether  I  pray  to  theSaviour  himself,  or 
implore  the  Holy  Spirit  for  his  gracious  light  and  in- 
fluence, I  still  worship  the  same  one  God. 
.  I  sometimes  hear  of  Sabellians,  but  I  know  not  well 


t* 


m  flbly  TVMlf «  Mtf^ 


who  they  are;  I  have  been  teld  the  'Moravians  or 
United  Brethren  are  Sabellians ;  what  they  once  were 
I  cannot  say ;  I  judge  of  them  at  present  by  their  late 
publication,  entitled  in  Latin,  Idea  Fideij  in  English, 
OH  Exposition  of  Doctrine.  If  the  word  Sabellian  im- 
ports any  thing  unscrifitural  or  dangerous,  I  hope,  for 
ray  own  sake,  (according  to  this  book,)  they  do  not 
deserve  to  be  branded  nith  it.  For  I  am  free  to  con-' 
fess,  that  of  all  the  systems  of  divinity  I  am  acquaint- 
ed with,  none  seems  in  the  main  to  accord  more  with 
my  sentiments,  and  particularly  in  what  relates  to  the 
Trinity,  than  the  Brethren's  Exposition  of  Doctrine.  ' 
*  But  I  apprehend  that  some  good  men,  though  not 
in  their  judgment  and  experience,  yet  in  their  more 
general  manner  of  expression,  seem  to  border  upon 
another  extreme ;  for  though  they  profess  to  believe,  and' 
I  doubt  not,  cordially  do  believe,  the  deity  of  the  Saviour, 
they  do  not  seem  to  speak  of  him  with  that  freedom,  fre* 
quency,  and  fervency,  of  which  the  apostle  Paul  has 
given  us  such  a  pattern  in  his  writings.  I  have  heard 
excellent  sermons,  evidently  upon  Gospel  principles^ 
and  well  adapted  to  general  edification,  in  which  I  could 
perceive  but  one  defect,  (and  I  must  think  it  a  defect,) 
that  the^  name  of  Jesus  Christ  the  Lord  has  hardly 
been  mentioned,  but  only  the  word  God,  which  has, 
perhaps,  been  so  often  repeated,  as  to  sound  in  my' 
ears  almost  like  an  expletive.  On  the  other  hand,  I 
have  knonn  some  ministers  suspected  of  Sabellianism^i 
for  often  addressing  their  prayers,  directly  and  imme- 
diately, to  the  Lord  Jesus. 

For  my  own  part,  if  the  one  be  three,  and  the  three 
one,  as  I  believe,  I  am  not  afraid  that  there  is  a  jea^ 
lousy  in  the  Godhead^  lest  one  person  should  be  over- 
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ra^d  or  too  much  admired  and  adored,  to  the  diHcI- 
yantage  of  the  others.  Rather  I  read  it  is  the  will  of 
tiii^  Father  that  all  men  should  honour  the  Son^  even 
83  they  honour  the  Father.  I  endeavour  to  honour 
tiie  Father  by  prayer,  by  praise,  by  intrustbg  and  sur* 
r^deriog  my  all  to  him,  by  obedience,  and  proclaim- 
ing the  glory  of  his  character.  Th^  same  honour  I 
owe,  and  endeavour  to  pay,  to  the  Son,  and^  by  parity 
of  reason,  to  the  Holy  Spirit 

If  the  Lord  Jesus  be  verily  and  indeed  God  over 
all,  blessed  for  ever,  how  can  I  possibly  think  or  speal^ 
of  him  too  liighly ;  or  pray  to  him,  or  praise  him  too 
often?  The  question,  how  far,  and  when,  we  niay 
warrantably  pray  to  him,  seems  to  me  the  same  as  to 
aak,  how  far,  and  when,  we  may  warrantably  pray  to 
God? 

I  think  the  glory  and  grace  of  Gbd  can  only  be  duly 
perceived,  at  least  by  us  sinners,  in  the  person  of 
Jesus  Christ  llis  mediation,  though  it  derives  its 
efficacy  from  his  divine  nature,  is  performed  in  the 
human.  Witli  regard  to  this  office,  I  consider  him  as 
the  way  to  God,  ttie  mercy-seat,  the  throne  of  grace. 
But  I  consider  his  human  nature,  likewise,  as  the  tem- 
ple in  which  the  fulness  of  God  substantially  dwells. 
In  prayer,  as  I  am  differently  led,  I  come  to  God  by 
Christ,  or  I  come  to  God  in  Christ  In  both  I  think 
I  have  scriptural  precepts,  promises,  and  precedents 
for  my  warrant. 

Bishop  Donncr  ignorantly  charged  Philpot  that  he 
was  like  the  ancient  heretics  mentioned  by  Pliny. 
These  heretics  were  the  primitive  Christians  ;  and 
Pliny  tells  us,  that  they  assembled  together,  to  worship 
Christ  as  God.  May  such  heresy  ever  be  my  privi- 
lege, and  my  glory !  » 
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I  have  observed,  that  in  revivals  of  religion,  (he 
word  Lord  has  generally  become  more  in  use  and 
tepute  than  at  other  times.  I  admire  this  word.  We 
Have  none  that  can  better  answer  the  Hebrew  word 
Jebovab,  r\nd  it  is  likewise  the  peculiar  ndme  by  which 
the  apostles  speak  of  the  Redeemer  He  is  Lord  of 
all.  Yet  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Spirit  are.  fre- 
ijuently  spoken  of  by  the  same  title. 
*  Dr.  Owen  in  his  Chri^tiologia  states,  that  the  more 
general  object  of  prayers  in  the  New  Testament  is 
&e  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  But 
be  afterwards  points  out  some  especial  seasons  in  a 
believer's  experience,  in  which,  he  thinks,  it  may  be 
fielpful  to  faith  to  address  prayer  more  immediately 
and  directly  to  the  Saviour.  Perhaps  many  of  the 
Lord's  people  feel  themselves  always  in  one  or  other 
of  those  situations,  which  the  Doctor  deems  peculiar 
and  occasional.  But  he  has  omitted  one  case,  which 
I  think  well  worthy  of  mention.  I  think  the  Lord 
Christ  is  he  with  whom  we,  who  have  the  honour  to 
be  ministers  of  the  Gospel,  more  especially  have  to  do. 
Is  he  not  the  head  of  the  church  ?  Do  we  not  hope 
that  we  have  received  our  designation  from  him  ?  Is 
it  not  his  flock  we  are  engaged  to  feed  ?  To  whom 
should  we,  like  the  apostle,  report  our  discouragements 
or  success,  what  we  have  taught,  and  what  we  have 
done  ?  On  whom  are  we  to  depend  that  his  grace  may 
be  sufficient  for  us,  to  enable  us  for  service,  or  to 
support  us  under  temptations  ?  What  is  the  grand,  the 
inexhaustible  subject  of  our  ministry?  Whom  are  we 
to  preach  ?  Christ,  and  him  crucified  !  Christ  Jesus 
the  Lord !  from  whom,  as  the  great  and  righteous 
Judge,  we  hope  to  receive  the  crowa  of  life,  which  he 
has  promised  to  all  who  love  his  appearance. 
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.  I  grieve  to  think,  bow  often  I  have  amused  fnyself 
sod  my  bearers,  (I  fear  it  has  been  little  mnre,;  with 
ipaking  grave  remarks  upon  sin  or  holiness,  which 
tbougby  I  hope;  true  in  themselves,  and  important  ia 
their  proper  pliures,  have,  by  the  length  of  my  proofs^ 
iieasonings,  and  illustrations,  tended  to  hide  the  Savidur 
from  oqr  view.  I  have  since  compared  this  mistake 
to  that  of  a  painter  who  in  a  historical  piece  should 
omit  the  principal  figure.  I  have  thought  it  like  an 
attempt  to  point  out  the  most  striking  parts  of- an  ex- 
tensive prospect  at  midnight  In  future,  I  wish  wh^a 
I,  preach,  (if  I  may  so  speak,)  to  keep  the  sun  io  view 
above  the  horizon.  Then  I  may  hope  that  He  will  be 
teen  by  bis  own  light,  and  will  likewise  diffuse  a  light 
Upon  every  part  of  my  subject. 

That  there  is  an  injudicious,  improper  way  of  preach- 
ing Christ,  and  dwelling  and  chiming  upon  the  name 
of  Jesus,  as  though  the  sound  of  it  could  work  like  a 
charm,  I  readily  admit  But  I  believe  the  most  judi- 
cious preacher,  if  faithful,  if  warmly  conscious  ot  the 
Saviour's  just  right  to  appear  glorious  in  every  eye, 
and  precious  to  every  heart,  will  not  escape  censure, 
from  fastidious,  superficial,  and  incompetent  hearers. 
They  will  allow  us  to  speak  of  God  in  general  terms, 
but  they  will  not  be  pleased  with  hearing  too  much  of 
Christ  His  name  is  of  small  value  with  the  careless, 
and  those  who  are  at  ease ;  it  is  designed  for  the  relief 
of  the  weak,  the  wounded,  the  helpless,  and  the  miser- 
able ;  and  they  who  truly  know  him,  and  have  experi- 
enced his  saving  power,  will  be  ready  to  speak  of  bis 
name,  (if  they  could  speak  Latin,)  in  the  words  of 
Austin,  that  it  is  *^  Mel  in  ore,  melos  in  aure,  medicina 
"incorde." 

To  draw  to  a  close : — If  the  Lord  shall  be  pleased 
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to  give  me  dearer  and  deeper  views  of  this  point  than 
I  have  as  yet  attained,  I  believe  it  must  be  not  bj  * 
investigation  on  my  part,  but  by  a  manifestation  on  his 
part.  I  cannot,  by  searchiniyr,  find  out  God  Nor 
am  I  ambitious  of  that  moon-lif^ht  knowledf^e,  which 
chiefly  qualifies  for  framing  distinctions,  and  weighing 
words  and  phrases.  The  only  knowledge  I.  think 
worth  praying  for,  is  that  which,  while  it  enlightens^ 
exhilarates,  animates,  and  sanctifies  the  heart :  sucb 
as  the  good  woman  had,  who  told  her  persecutora,' 
when  they  would  have  disputed  with  her, — ^*  I  cannot 
^'  talk  for  Chiist,  but  I  can  bum  for  him." 

I  conclude  with  my  sincere  and  earnest  prayers  for 
myself  and  my  readers,  in  the  words  of  the  apostle^ 
*^  That  Christ  may  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith ;  that. 
^^  we,  being  rooted  and  grounded  in  love,  may  be  able 
^^  to  comprehend,  with  all  saints,  what  is  the  breadth, 
^'  and  length,  and  depth,  and  height,  and  to  know  the 
*^  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge,  that  we  may 
''  be  filled  with  all  the  fulness  of  God  !" 

OMICRON. 
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A  UTTER  TO  A  T0UN6  WOMAN. 

My  dear  Miss         , 


THANK  you  for  your  letter,  and  for  your  kind- 
sympathy  with  me;  but  I  am  not  much  to  be  pitied. 
Hy  trial,  if  I  may  call  it  ene,  has  been  very  light,  and 
sweetened  with  innumerable  comforts  and  mercies.  I 
fell  in  the  street,  not  dowp  stairs ;  but  I  strained  my 
instep  a  good  deal,  and  was  confined  to  the  sofa  for. 
near  a  fortnight   Last  Sunday  I  was  enabled  to  mount 


tbe  pulpit,  tod  I  am  now  fetahiing  into  my  old  track ; 
but  I  cannot  yet  walk  in  the  street,  because  I  cannot 
wear  my  own  shoe.  I  trust,  in  the  Lord's  good  time^ 
I  shall  recover  my  former  liberty :  and  tiH  his  time 
comes,  which  is  always  the  best,  I  hope  I  fthall  not  de* 
me  it.  I  felt  little  pain,  except  for  about  hatf  an  hour 
tfter  my  fall.  Perhaps  my  confinement  may  have  \ept 
me  from  some  greater  harm. 

The  text  of  my  first  sermon  on  my  return  to  church 
was  suggested  by  my  own  case :  John  v.  14.  Methinks 
it  is  applicable  to  you  likewise.  You  have  been  sick^ 
nigh  unto  death,  but  the  Lord  has  raised  you  up ;  may 
he  enable  you  to  consider  sin,  as  the  source  and  cause 
of  every  sorrow  ;  and  that  the  afflictions  the  Lord 
aends,  however  trying  to  the  flesh,  are  light,  compared 
with  \irhat  sin  deserves;  and  designed,  if  rightly  im- 
proted,  to  prevent  still  worse  things  which  may  come 
upon  us,  if  we  despise  the  chastening  of  the  Lord.  It 
is  my  heart's  desire  for  you,  that  you  may  not  only  say 
with  gratitude,  He  hath  healed  all  my  sicknesses,  but 
be  able  to  add,  Hc^  has  pardoned  all  my  sin. 

An  accomplished  and  well-behaved  young  woman  is 
an  amiable  object  inllie  sight  of  her  fellow-creatures. 
She  may  be  sensible  and  obliging;  she  may  dress  and 
dance  genteelly  ;  she  may  play  well  upon  the  harpsi- 
chord ;  she  may  have  much  finer  work  to  show,  than  the 
coats  and  garments  wiiich  Dordas  made ;  and,  by  her 
vicacity  and  good  humour,  she  may  become  the  idol  of 
all  her  acquaintance :  but  if  she  does  not  know  her 
state  as  a  sinner ;  if  she  admires  herself,  and  is  pleased 
with  the  admiration  of  others,  while  her  heart  is  cold 
to  the  love  and  glory  of  God  our  Saviour ;  if  she  has 
no  taste  for  pravcT  or  praise ;  if  her  mind  is  engrossed 
.  by  the  pleasures  and  prospects  of  this  poor  world ;  she 
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U  dead  while  she  livetb.  In  the  sight  of  God  hon 
Maker,  she  is  insensible  and  ungrateful ;  she  is  poor^ 
blind,  and  miserable. 

When  you  were  a  child  I  could  observe  in  you,  noi 
only  the  sprigbtliness  common  to  children,  but  indica-^ 
tioos  of  sense  and  mqntal  powers  above  the  common^ 
standard  Could  1  see  you  now,  I  think  I  should  ^08; 
you  greatly  improved.  Your  person,  I  suppose,  it 
formed,  your  education  finished,  and  your  powers  tx^ 
panded.  Happy  you,  if  with  these  advantages  you 
should  be  led  to  devote  yourself  to'  the  Lord  ia 
early  life.  Then  he  will  guide  and  bless  you,  and* 
make  you  a  blessing  in  all  your  connexions.  Youi  will' 
live  honourably  and  usefully,  and  die,  whether  sooner 
or  later,  comfortably.  You  will  have  a  double  relisk 
for  every  temporal  comfort,  because  yon  will  see  hi^ 
hand  providing  and  bestowing  it ;  and  ia  times  of  trou* 
ble,  which  you  will  surely  meet  vvith,  you  will  have  '%- 
refuge,  a  hiding-place,  a  present  and  effectual  helper, 
when  the  help  of  man  would  be  utterly  in  vain.    ' 

But  unless  you  enter  the  narrow  way  by  the  straight 
gate,  all  your  talents  and  accomplishments  will  be 
snares  to  your  feet,  and  thorns  iq  your  eyes.  Though 
the  world,  at  first,  may  appear  like  a  beautiful  palace, 
or  a  pleasant  garden,  it  is  enchanted  ground,  it  is  all 
illusion;  and  when,  at  last,  the  charm  is  broken,  you' 
will  find  yourself  in  a  desolate  wilderness.  May  the 
Lord  preserve  you  from  those  awful  disappointments, 
and  bitter  reflections,  which  are  the  inevitable  conse* 
quences  of  living  without  God  in  the  world  ! 

Shall  I  advise  you  to  change  your  own  heart,  to  make 
yourself,  (what  you  must  be  if  ever  you  are  a  Christian 
indeed,)  a  new  creature  ?  This  would  be  no  less  vain, 
than  if  I  advised  you  to  fly  in  the  air,  or  to  touch  the 
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stars  with  your  finger.  Yet  there'  is  something  withicf 
tke  reach  of  your  ability,  and  which  if  you  ne^ylect.  the 
ftult  will  be  properly  your  own.  .  This  is,  the  use  of 
what  we  call  the  means  of  f^race.  The  promise-  of 
God  has  connected  the  appointed  means  and  the  pro* 
mised  end  ;  so  certainly  that  no  one.  who  carefully  at- 
tends to  the  former,  can  possibly  fail  of  attaining  the 
latter:  and  no  one,  to  whom  the  Lord's  word  of  salva- 
tioQ  is  sent,  shall  finally  miss  of  happiness,  unless  the 
appointed  means  of  attaining  it  are  wiltullv  neglected. 
You  can  read ;  the  Bible  is  in  your  hands  ;  read  it 
therefore  attentively ;  by  it  God  speaks  to  you,  and  he 
deserves  to  be  heard.  Your  heart  tells  you,  that  he 
ought  to  be  worshipped.  Let  this  conviction  engage 
you  to  pray,  and  especially  pray  for  the  teaching  of  his 
Holy  Spirit,  to  enlighten  your  mind  to  see  and  under- 
stand the  great  |bings  of  his  Word.  Reverence  his  sab* 
baths,  and  public  worship.  Where  two  or  three  are  met 
in  his  name,  he  has  said,  I  am  in  the  midst  of  them. 
Prize  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  \%hen  you  can 
have  it,  for  ordinarily  laith  cometh  bv  hearing.  If  you 
persevere  in  this  uay,  you  shall  find  that  be  is  able  and 
willing  to  do  that  tor  you  which  you  cannot  possibly 
do  for  yourself. 

I   commend    you  to  the  care  and  blessing  of  the 
Lord.     I  hope  you  will  alv^ays  believe  me  to  be, 

Your  atiectionate  triend, 

J.  NEWTON, 
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:\i£MORABLE  CIRCVMSTANCGS   IN  TTIE   LIFE    OF    THE    LATH 

MR.   RICCALTOUN. 

« 

To  the  Editor  of'  the  Evangelical  Alagazine. 

Sir, 

i5()ME  months  ago,  I  met  with  the  words  of  Robert 
Riccaltnun,  late  minister  of  Hobkirk,  in  Scotland,  t 
am  not  in  the  habit  of  recommending  books.  Some 
sentiments  of  this  author  appeared  to  me  rather  singu- 
lar ;  but  his  oriijinality,  genius,  and  force  as  a  writer, 
engai^ed  my  attention.  And  though  I  do  not  think  ny- 
self  bound  to  plead  for  every  thing  he  has  advanced,  I 
readily  acknowledge  myself  a  debtor  to  him,  as  an  in- 
strument, fur  a  more  enlarged  view  of  some  truths^ 
which  have  been  long  dear  to  my  heart. 

I  found  upon  inquiry  that  it  was  a  postbumous  publi« 
cation,  and,  though  printed  long  since,  ^e  last  volume 
in  J,he  year  1772,)  there  were  few  persons  within  the 
circle  of  my  acquaintance  uho  had  either  seen  it  or 
heard  of  it.  A  considerahle  part  of  the  edition  remain- 
ed unsold,  and  almost  forgotten  ;  and  I  was  told  that  the 
editor,  the  Rev.  John  Riccaltoun,  the  author's  son,  and 
his  successor  in  the  charge  of  the  parish  of  Uobkirk^. 
was  a  considerable  loser  by  the  impression. 

A  friend  of  mine  in  Edinbunzh,  wrote  to  Mr.  Ric- 
caltoun, at  my  instance,  requesting  some  information 
concerning  his  father,  who  I  Judged  from  his  writings, 
must  have  been  a  very  considerable  man.  My  friend 
transcribed  a  copy  of  the  letter  he  received  from  Mr. 
Riccaltoun.  If  you  think  proper  to  insert  the  annexed 
abstract  of  the  most  interesting  particulars  of  this  ac- 
count, in  your  Magazine,  it  is  at  your  service.  Per- 
haps  it   may    not  be  unacceptable  to  some  of  your 

readers. 
Vol.  VI.  3  M 
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Mr.  Robert  Riccaltoun  was  born,  (I  i^mpot  told  where,) 
in  the  year  169  \.     Some  indications  o?  the  genius  which 
he  afterwards  displayed,  appeared  in  early  life.     He 
could  read  the  Bible  distinctly  before  he  was  five  years 
of  age.     His    father,    who  was  a   substantial  tenant, 
probably  had  a  design  of  educating  this  his  only  son, 
with  a  view  to  the  ministry.     He  was  placed  in  the 
grammar  school  at  Jedburgh,  where  he  made  a  rapid 
progress  in  learning.     He  could  write  and  speak  in 
Latin,  with  the  sfime  ease  and  readiness  as  in  English. 
From  thence  he  was  removed  %o  Edinburgh,  attended 
the  university,  and  became  a  proficient  in  all  the  vari* 
ous   branches  of  literature.     About  the  time  he  had 
finished  his  course  in  the  college,  his  father  died,  and 
left  him  in  the  possession  of  a  very  good  farm.     He 
then  seemed  resolved  to  follow  the  farming  business, 
and  therefore  iid  not  attend  the  Divinity  Hall.     How- 
ever, he  studied  the  Holy  Scriptures   with  great  dili- 
gence, before  he  attained  the  ajje  of  twenty,  and  formed 
to  himself  a  system  of  what   he  called  Bible  Divinity, 
from  which  he  never  departed  through  life,  though  he 
doubtless  acquired  clearer  and  more  distinct  views,  as 
he  advanced  in  years  :  and  he  became  so  possessed  of 
his  system  of  biblical  knowledge,  that  he  could  without 
difficulty  preach  a  lecture  upon  any  portion  of  Scrip- 
ture, without  premeditation,  when  he  was  afterwards 
called  to  it  in  the  course  of  divine  Providence. 

The  Presbytery  of  Kelso,  in  whose  bounds  he  resid- 
ed, had  such  a  high  opinion  of  his  abilities,  and  of  his 
knowledge  in  divinity,  that  they  in  a  manner  forced 
him  upon  trials.  They  wrote  his  circular  letters  with- 
out his  consent,  and  at  length  prevailed  on  him  to 
comply  with  their  wishes.  In  a  year  or  two  after  he 
became  a  preacher,  (when  about  the  age  of  twenty- 
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four,)  he  published  what  he  called,  The  sober  Inquirj/y 
\f  hich  had  the  good  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  a  dis* 
pute,  warmly  carried  on  for  a  considerable  time,  be- 
tween two  parties  of  the  most  eminent  men  in  the 
church  of  Scotland. 

He  was  much  esteemed  by  many  of  his  contemporary 
ministers.  My  information  particularly  mentions  fouf 
by  name,  as  his  intimates ;  the  late  Alexander  Calder^ 
of  Oxman  ;  Thomas  Boston,  of  Etterich  ;  Henry  Da- 
vidson, of  Gallasheils ;  and  Gabriel  Wilson,  of  Maxton. 

In  the  life  of  Mr.  Thomson,  (author  of  the  Seasons,) 
there  is  an  acknowledgment  of  his  obligations  to  Mr. 
Riccaltoun,  who  was  himself  likewise  a  poet .  And  his 
son's  letter  informs  me,  that  some  of  his  father's  poems 
were  published  under  Mr.  Thomson's  name.  He 
mentions  one  piece  of  his  in  particular,  entitled.  The 
Description  of  a  Winter  Blast,  upon  wbich  Mr.  Thom- 
son founded  his  Wintfer. 

Mr.  Riccaltoun  met  with  one  great  trial,  which 
brought  him  into  very  straightened  circumstances 
through  the  remainder  of  bis  days.  But  he  did  not  re- 
gret  it.  His  son  has  often  heard  him  say,  that  it  was  the 
very  best  dispensation  that  could  have  befallen  him ; 
as  he  thought,  that  if  he  had  not  been  so  bore  down, 
his  spirit  might  have  been  very  haughty  and  over- 
bearing. 

A  Mr.  H ,  a  preacher,  and  a  farmer,  who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Riccaltoun's  wife's  sister,  had  borrowed  large 
sums  of  money  from  different  persons,  and  persuaded 
Mr.  Riccaltoun,  that  he  had  sufficient  funds  to  pay  off 
all  his  debts,  provided  he  could  get  in  his  own  money ; 
and  assigned  some  plausible  reasons  why  he  could  not 
call  it  in  for  some  time.  It  is  not  difficult  to  deceive  a 
young  man,  unpractised  in  the  world,  and  who  pes- 


MO*  MIemMn  of  tMt  JReti.  R.  Mieeattgfmt'0 

sesses  an  upright  mind,  and  a  warm  benevolent  heart. 
Thus  he  was  drawn  in  to  bind  himself  for  a  large  sum, 
expecting,  as  he  was  promised,  to  be  soon  released. 
But  not  long  after  Mr.  H.  obtained  a  church  in  Shet- 
land, and  then  it  appeared  that  he  had  no  money  to 
call  in.  Of  course  the  creditors  came  upon  Mr.  Riccal- 
toun  ;  and  at  once  tore  from  him  every  penny  that  his 
fisLther  had  left  him,  to  the  amount  of  above  800/.  nor 
did  that  suffice  to  clear  him.  He  was  some  years  as- 
sistant to  Mr.  Deans,  of  Bowden,  before  he  was  set- 
tled at  Hobkirk,  and  still  harassed  with  the  payment 
of  Mr.  H.s  debts.  After  living  15  or  I6  years  at 
Hobkirk,  he  was  involved  in  new  distress,  by  opposing 
the  settlement  of  a  minister,  patronized  and  presented 
by  a  nobleman,  contrary  to  the  inclfnatiuns  of  the 
parkh.  He  thought  the  people's  cause  a  just  one  ;  and 
therefore  saw  it  his  duty  to  support  them  with  all  the 
strc  ngth  of  argument  he  was  able.  IJut  he  suffered 
severely  for  it.  Mr.*  H.  had  been  the  nobleman's 
tenant,  and  one  of  the  sums  for  which  Mr.  Riccal- 
toun  was  bound,  was  for  the  arrears  of  his  rent.  This 
bond  was  brou<rht  against  him,  for  princifml  and  in- 
terest, to  the  amount  ot  300/.  and  he  would  certajiiily 
have  been  thrown  into  prison,-  if  a  friend  had  nut  ad- 
vanced the  money ;  for  the  payment  of  w  uich  he  as- 
signed one  half  of  his  stipend,  yearly.  l]ut  he  was 
obliged  to  contract  debts  for  thesu|)port  of  his  family. 
1  sympathize  with  his  son,  while  1  transcribe  the 
period  which  concludes  this  relation  : — **  At  my  father's 
*^  death,  as  I  was  bound  with  him  to  many  of  his  ere- 
'^  ditors,  I  becauie  liable  to  his  debts,  which  has  kept 
'^  me  under  waier  ever  since.  But  the  cause  was 
^^  good,  and  I  have  struggled  cheerluUy.  But  now  I 
^*  ^Iniost  despair  of  being  clear,  (^ihough  it  is  brought 


Memtrirs  cf  the  lUt.  M.  Hjeeolfoiaiii  Ui- 

''  within  100/.)  as  I  have  seven  children  to  maintain 
'^  and  educate,  which,  with  the  most  frugal  manage* 
^'  ment,  will  exhaust  the  whole  of  my  stipend." 

Perhaps  tl:is  little  history  may  engage  the  notice  of 
some  persons,  able  and  willing  to  assist  him.  I  shall 
be  sorry  if  a  deserving  son  of  such  a  father  does  not 
obtain  relief  in  his  exigency. 

They  who  are  competent  judges  of  the  late  Mr*  Ric- 
caltoun's  writings,  will  perhaps  wonder,  as  I  do,  that 
a  man  so  circumstanced  for  a  course  of  many  years, 
should  be  able  to  write  with  that  apparent  composure, 
and  peculiar  energy  of  thought  and  manner,  whi^h  seem 
to  require  a  state  of  mind  and  situation  perfectly  at 
ease.  But  the  paper  beiore  me  affirms,  that  none  of 
his  most  intimate  friends  ever  heard  him  repine.  The. 
whole  of  his  conduct  manifested  a  serenity  of  spirit, 
and  an  habitual  cheerful  resignation  to  the  will  of  God: 
T— a  striking  proof  of  the  faithfulness  of  Him,  who  has 
said,  As  thy  day  is,  so  shall  thy  strength  be ! 

He  was  a  very  studious  man,  and  when  thinking 
'  closely  upon  any  subject,  or  even  if  writing,  the  various 
conversation  of  others  in  the  same  room  gave  him  no 
di^urbance.  Yet  he  was  a  very  cheerful,  agreeable 
companion,  and  always  happy  in  company,  where  the 
conversation  was  instructive  and  sensible.  He  was 
especially  pleased  with  the  company  of  young  people; 
and  they  who  had  access  to  kno\%  him,  were  so  warm-» 
)y  attached  to  him,  that  even  reproot^  when  necessary 
was  thankfuliv  received,  when  it  came  from  him.  And 
few  men  made  greater  allowances  for  the  foibles  of 
youth,  than  he.  lie  was  an  affectionate  husband  and 
parent,  a  warm  and  sincere  filend. 

He  was  taken  suddenly  ill,  durini;  divine  service,  in 
the  lorenoon  ot  a  Lord's  day,  and  desired  a  young  man, 


MS  MBmair$  tflht  B09.  &  MiceaUaun. 

who  was  frequently  with  him,  to  preach  for  him  in  the 
afterooon.  His  complaint  terminated  in  a  total  sup- 
pression of  urine.  He  continued  in  exquisite  pain,  till 
about  the  middle  of  the  week ;  from  that  time  he  seem- 
ed to  be  quite  at  ease :  but  as  he  never  spoke  after^ 
ibe  cause  of  the  transition  from  so  much  pain  to  sud- 
den ease  remained  unknown.  He  breathed  strong  and 
full  through  his  nose,  for  the  last  three  days  of  his  life, 
without  once  opening  his  lips.  But  his  countenance 
discovered  an  animated  serenity,  which  was  much 
noticed  by  those  who  saw  him.  He  breathed  bis  last, 
without  the  smallest  convulsive  motions,  on  the  even- 
hif;  of  the  following  Lord's  day,  in  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, 1769,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

The  controversy,  which,  it  seems,  subsided  when  his 
Sober  Inquiry  appeared,  was  occasioned  by  the  publi- 
cation of  a  book,  entitled.  The  Marrow  of  Modem  Di- 
vinity. I  have  not  seen  his  Sober  Inquiry ;  but  I 
have  in  my  possession  his  answers  to  Mr.  Sandiman, 
who  had  animadverted  upon  Mr.  Harvey's  Theron  and 
Aspasio,  in  two  volumes,  12mo.  under  the  signature  of 
Palemon, 

My  paper  contradicts  a  report,  that  the  late  Rev. 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Edinburgh,  had  made  many  alterations 
in  the  third  volume  of  Mr.  Riccaltoun*s  Works,  (con- 
taining Notes  and  Observations  on  the  Epistle  to  the 
Galatians,)  and  declares  that  Mr.  Walker  neither  made 
nor  proposed  any  alterations ;  but  only  corrected  the 
proof  sheets. 

I  am,  Sir,  yours, 

OMICRON. 

Jan.  CI,  1795. 
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OMEN  who  profess  godlioess,  and  who  have  the 
care  of  young  persons  of  their  own  sex^  are  perhaps  ia 
^o  point  more  blameable,  than  in  the  example  which 
some  of  them  set,  and  the  liberty  which  perhaps  a 
greater  number  allow,  of  undue  confqrmity  to  the 
world,  in  the  article  of  dress.  Few  ministers  touch 
upon  this  subject  in  their  public  discourses ;  and  indeed 
it  is  not  very  easy  to  treat  it  with  propriety  from  th|» 
pulpit  Yet  whateTcr  is  unsuitable  to  the  Chrbtiao 
profession,  an  inlet  to  temptation  and  productive  o^T 
evil  consequences,  should  in  some  way  or  other  be 
noticed,  by  those  who  have  the  honour  of  the  Gospe^ 
and  the  welfare  of  their  fellow-creatures,  at  heart.  I 
make  no  further  apology  for  offering  a  few  hinta^ 
which  I  hope  will  not  give  offence,  and  which  I  pray, 
so  far  as  they  are  agreeable  to  the  Holy  Scripture,  and 
confirmed  by  experience  and  observation,  may  be  at- 
tended to. 

I  doubt  not  but  many  parents  who  desire  to  see 
their  children  brought  up  m  the  nurture  and  admo- 
nition of  the  Lord,  give  them  many  excellent  lessons 
in  the  nursery.  They  endeavour  to  impress  their  tender 
minds  with  a  sense  of  their  sinful  state  by  nature,  of 
the  evil  of  pride,  and  of  the  vanity  of  the  world. — 
But  when  their  children  begin  to  appear  in  public  view^ 
for  want  of  due  reflection,  or  resolution,  or  both,  they 
either  encourage,  or  at  least  permit  them,  to  form  ha- 
bits, which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  counteract  all  the 
benefits  which  might  otherwise  be  hoped  for  from  the 
instruction  of  their  early  years. 
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I  am  certainly  no  connoisseur  in  the  article  of  dress ; 
but  I  know  how  I  am  affected  by  what  I  see :  and  I 
can  hear  what  other  people  say.  The  simples  viufi- 
ditiis  of  Horace,  which  may  be  translated,  an  unaffected 
neatness,  according  to  different  situations  in  life,  seems 
a  tolerable  definition  of  a  becoming  dress. 

But  Christian  women  should  aim  to  comply  with 
the  apostle's  advice,  to  adorn  themselves  in  noodest 
apparel,  with  shamefacedness  and  sobriety.  When  he 
adds,  "Not  with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  array/'  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  this  restriction  so 
rigidly,  as  to  affirm,  that  such  ornaments  are,  univer- 
sally and  without  exception,  unlawful.  I  think  this  is 
one  of  the  many  expressions  in  Scripture,  which  are  to 
be  understood  in  a  comparative  sense.  Thus  when 
our  Lord  declares,  ''  That  unless  a  man  hate  parents, 
**  wife,  children,  and  his  own  life,  he  cannot  be  my 
"  disciple ;"  we  are  sure  he  does  not  contradict,  what 
by  his  authority  is  expressly  enjoined  in  many  other 
passages,  that  we  should  pay  a  due  regard  to  our  re- 
lations, and  take  a  proper  care  of  ourselves.  He  only 
teaches  us,  that  whenever  our  dearest  temporal  con- 
cernments stand  in  competition  with  wh&t  we  owe  to 
Him,  they  must  be  given  up  and  renounced. 

The  providence  of  God  ha«  made  an  evident  dis- 
tinction of  rank  and  subordination  in  civil  life.  There 
is  a  long  gradation  from  the  highest  state  of  those 
whom  we  call  the  rich,  to  the  lowest  state  of  the  honest 
and.  industrious  poor.  It  is  to  be  hopc<l,  that  some  of 
his  own  dear  people  may  be  found  in  all  these  different 
conditions.  And  I  see  no  impropriety  in  paying  some 
regard  to  them  in  dress.  At  present,  however,  through 
the  dissipation  and  extravagance  of  the  times,  the  pro- 
per distinction  is  almost  wholly  lost,  and  it  is  often 
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not  easy  to  distinguish,  (except  perhaps  in  the  article 
of  Jewels,)  between  a  countess  and  a  milliner. 

If  clothes  are  considered  merely  as  a  covering  for 
the  body,  and  a  defence  from  the  cold,  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  draw  the  line,  and  to  determine  exactly  between 
what  is  necessary  and  what  is  superfluous.  I  think 
some  women  may  as  lawfully  wear  satins  and  pearls, 
as  others  may  wear  stuffs  and  glass  beads ;  and  it  is 
more  for  the  honour  of  the  Gospel,  that  a  woman  pro- 
fessing godliness  should  be  distinguished  from  others^ 
by  modesty,  sobriety,  and  good  works,  than  by  the 
shape  of  her  cap,  or  the  colour  of  her  garment. 

Yet  even  to  ladies  of  the  greatest  affluence,  who  love 

and  fear  the  Lord,  1  will  venture  to  suggest  a  word 

of  caution.     To  you  I  say  nothing  of  tlie  expense ;  you 

can,  as  the  phrase  is,  very  well  afford  it.      And  if  in 

other  respects  you  are  generous  and  bountiful,  ready 

to  distribute,  and  willing  to  communicate,  the  cost  of 

what  you  choose  to  wear  is  of  no  great  consideration*. 

But  a  nice  attention  to  dress  will  cost  you  much  of 

what  is  more  valuable  than  money — your  precious  time. 

It  will  too  much  occupy  your  thoughts,  and  that  at 

the  seasons  when  you  would  wbh  to  have  them  otheri- 

wise  engaged.   And  it  certainly  administers  fuel  to  that 

latent  fire  of  pride  and  vanity,   which  is  inseparable 

from  our  fallen  nature,  and  is  easily  blown  up  into  9k 

blaze.      I  hope  you  will  not  be  among  the  first  of 

those  who  are  eager  to  catch  at,  and  give  sanction  to 

every  new  mode ;  nor  is  it  necessary,  if  the  mode  be 

decent  and  general,  that  you  should  be  the  very  last 

to  adopt  it      But  something  there  should  be  in  your 

exterior,  to  indicate,  that  though  yo  do  not  affect  a 

needless  and  scornful  singularity,  (which  is  often  the 

source  of  censoriousness  and  envy,)  yet  vour  heart  is 
Vol.  VI.  SN 
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aot  set  upon  tliese  little  thbgs.  If  a  fromao,  wheo 
going  to  public  worship,  looks  in  the  glass,  and  coa- 
templates,  with  a  secret  self-complacence,  the  figure 
Which  it  reflects  to  her  view,  I  am  afraid  she  is  not  ia 

■ 

the  frame  of  spirit  most  suitable  for  one,  who  is  about 
to  cry  for  mercy  as  a  miserable  sinner. 

There  are  likewise  women,  who,  we  would  hope,  are 
pious,  and  therefore,  of  course,  benevolent     But  an 
attachment  to  dress,  and  a  desire  to  approach,  as  near 
as  they  can,  to  the  standard  of  those  who  are  their  su- 
periors in  fortune,  blunt  their  compassionate  feelings^ 
and    deprive   them  of  the   usefulness,   comfort,  and 
honour  they  might  otherwise  attain.     The  expense  of 
their  dress  is  so  great,  compared  with  the  smsilness  of 
their  income,  that  when  they  have  decorated  themselves 
to  their  mind,  they  have  little  or  nothing  to  spare  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor.      I  doubt  not,  but  they  take  it 
for  granted,,  that,  upon  the  supposition  that  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  was  again  upon  earth  in  a  state  of  poverty 
and  humiliation,  as  when  he  walked  in  the  streets  of 
Jerusalem,  and  they  knew  that  he  wanted  a  garment, 
when  they  were  about  to  spend  their  spare  money  in 
some  useless  piece  of  finery,  they  would  gladly  forego 
their  4>urpose  for  the  honour  of  assisting  him.      But 
the  heart  is  deceitful.      If  we  live  in  the  neglect  of 
present  duty,  we  have  no  right  to  suppose  we  should 
act  better  in  different  circumstances.      He  has  said^ 
''  Inasmuch  as  ye  did  it  to  the  least  of  these  my  bre- 
"  tbren,  yet  did  it  unto  me."*    And  if  we  are  inattentive 
to  the  wants  of  those,  whom  he  appoints  to  be  his  re- 
presentatives, we  cannot  be  sure  that  we  should  be 
proi>erly  attentive  to  himself,  if  he  was  with  us  in  per- 
son, and  in  a  low  obscure  condition. 

But  I  am  not  so  much  hurt  by  observing  the  ma- 
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terialSi  as  by  the  maDoer  of  female  dress ;  by  what  w€i 
^all  the  fashion,  and  the  eagerness  With  which  every 
changing  fashion,  however  improper,  is  adopted,  by 
persons  whose  religious  profession  might  lead  us  to 
hope  they  had  no  leisure  to  attend  to  such  trifles.  If 
some  allowance  is  to  be  made  for  youth  on  this  head, 
it  is  painful  to  see  mothers,  and  possibly  sometimes 
grandmothers,  who  seem,  by  the  gaudiness  and  levity 
of  their  attire,  very  unwilling  to  be  sensible  tliat  they 
are  growing  older. 

It  may  be  a  sufficient  censure  of  some  fiishions,  to 
say  they  are  ridiculous.  Their  chief  effect  is  to  dis- 
figure the  female  form.  And  perhaps  the  inventors  of 
them  had  no  worse  design,  than  to  make  a  trial,  how 
far  they  could  lead  the  passive  unthinking  many  in  the 
path  of  absurdity.  Some  fashions,  which  seem  to  have 
been  at  first  designed  to  hide  a  personal  deformity, 
have  obtained  a  general  prevalence  with  thbse  who  had 
no  such  deformity  to  hide.  We  are  informed,  that 
Alexander  had  a  wry  neck,  and  therefore  his  courtiers 
carried  their  heads  on  one  side,  that  they  might  appear 
to  be  in  the  king's  fashion.  We  smile  at  this  servility, 
in  peo(He  who  lived  in  Macedonia  twenty  centuries 
before  we  were  born ;  yet  it  is  little  less  general  among 
ourselves  in  the  present  day. 

Other  fieishions  were  doubtless  contrived  by  persons, 
who,  having  not  yet  attained  to  glory  in  their  sbame,^ 
were  desirous  of  concealing  it  as  much,  and  as  long,'  as 
possible.  Yet  these,  likewise,  are  no  less  eagerly 
adopted.  If  I  did  not  consider  the  tyranny  of  fashion, 
my  compassionate  feelings  would  often  be  excited  for 
ivomen  who  I  should  suppose  were  married,  if  I  did 
not  observe  the  wedding-finger  destitute  of  a  ring. 

hese  improprieties  ate  not  simply  ridiculous.    They 
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are  serious  evils^  in  a  religious  view ;  and,  to  speak  of 
them  in  the  gentlest  terms,  they  are  signs  of  acarelessi 
inconsiderate  spirit,  very  unsuitable  to  a  professed 
regard  to  the  Gospel.  We  are  required  to  attend  to 
the  things  that  are  lovely  and  of  a  goqd  report.  Every 
wilful  deviation  from  this  rule  is  sinful.  Why  should 
a  godly  woman,  or  one  who  wishes  to  be  thought  so, 
make  herself  ridiculous,  or  hazard  a  suspicion  of  her 
character,  to  please  and  imitate  an  ungodly  world  ? 

But  the  worst  of  all  the  fashions  are  those  which 
are  evidently  calculated  to  allure  the  eyes,  and  to  draw 
the  attention  of  our  sex.  Is  it  not  strange  that  modest 
and  even  pious  women,  should  be  seduced  into  a  com- 
pliance even  with  these  ?  Yet  I  have  sometimes  been 
in  compaay  with  ladies  of  whose  modesty  I  have  no 
doubt,  and  of  whose  piety  I  entertain  a  good  hope, 
when  I  have  been  embarrassed  and  at  a  loss  which 
way  to  look.  They  are  indeed  noticed  by  the  men, 
but  not  to  their  honour  nor  advantage.  The  manner 
of  their  dress  gives  encouragement  to  vile  and  insidious 
men,  and  exposes  them  to  dangerous  temptations. 
This  inconsiderate  levity  has  often  proved  the  first  step 
into  the  road  that  leads  to  misery  and  ruin.  They  are 
pleased  with  the  flattery  of  the  worthless,  and  go  on 
without  thought,  ''  as  a  bird  hastens  to  the  snare,  and 
*^  knoweth  not  that  it  is  for  its  life."  But  honest  and 
sensible  men  regard  their  exterior,  as  a  warning  signal, 
not  to  choose  a  companion  for  life,  from  among  persons 
of  this  light  and  volatile  turn  of  mind. 

How  far  does  the  richest  dress  which  studious  vanity 

can  procure  from  the  spoils  of  birds,  beasts,  and  in- 

*  ^ects,  fall  short  of  the  delicate  texture  and  elegance, 

and  the  beautiful  tints,  which  we  admire  in  a  flower 

or  a  buttdfly!  "  Even  Solomon  in  alKhis  glory  was 
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''not  arrayed  like  one  of  these!"  The  resemblance  is 
chiefly  in  the  frailty  of  the  wearer.  Soon,  and  perhaps 
suddenly,  the  body,  now  adorned  with  so  much  nicety 
and  care,  must  be  deposited  in  the  vault  or  grave,  and 
be  food  for  worms. 

An  attention  to  ornament  and  dress  is  peculiarly  un- 
seasonable at  present.  The  dark  aspect  of  the  times 
rather  requires  a  spirit  of  humiliation  and  abasement. 
The  judgments  of  God  lire  abroad,  his  hand  is  lifted 
up.  We  know  not  what  is  before  us,  but  we  have 
reason  to  fear  awful  tokens  of  his  displeasure  for  our 
national  sins.  Perhaps  the  day  is  coming  when  the 
words  of  the  prophet,  *'  Tremble,  ye  women  that  arc 
''  at  ease,  be  afflicted  ye  careless  ones,"  may  be  no 
less  applicable  to  us,  than  they  were  to  the  Israeliter 
of  old.  I  earnestly  request  my  fair  readers  carefully 
to  persue  the  latter  part  of  the  third  chapter  of  the  prp- 
phecy  of  Isaiah,  trom  the  sixteenth  verse  to  the  end. 

OMICRON. 


ON  REUGIOUS  FEASTING. 


Whether  therefore  ye  eat  or  drink,  or  whatsoever  ye  do,  i0 
aU  to  the  glory  of  Ood.    1  Cor.  x.  51. 

A^  SINNER,  considered  as  such,  is  not  only  destitute 
and  incapable  of  spiritual  blessings,  but  has  forfeited 
all  right  to  the  comforts,  and  even  the  necessaries,  of 
the  present  life.  It  is  of  mere  mercy  that  he  is  per- 
mitted to  breathe  the  air,  or  walk  upon  the  ground**^ 


But  Jesus  tbe  Saviour  bu  not  only  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  tight,  and  opened  the  kingdooi  of 
Heaven  lo  all  who  believe  in  bis  name ;  but  be  has  re- 
moved, in  their  fovour,  the  curse  which  sin  had  en- 
tailed upon  the  lower  creation.  And  now,  to  them, 
every  creature  of  God  is  good,  and  nothing  to  be  re- 
fused, if  received  with  thankfulness  and  moderation ; 
for  all  is  sanctified  to  their  use  by  the  wwd  of  God, 
and  prayer.  But  these,  which,  in  distinction  from  the 
communications  of  hb  grace,  we  call  common  mercies, 
are  equally  derived  from  his  bounty,  and  the  effects 
of  his  mediation. 


*^  He  sunk  beneath  our  heavy  woes, 
*'  To  raise  us  to  a  throne ; 

^  There's  not  a  gift  his  hand  t^stows, 
*'  But  cost  his  heart  a  groan.'* 


We  are  therefore  bound  by  gratitude,  as  well  in  the 
ordinary  actions  of  life,  as  in  those  of  the  most  impor- 
tance, whether  we  eat  or  drink,  to  do  all  with  a  re^^rd 
to  his  love,  and  with  a  view  to  his  glory. 

It  is  to  be  feared,  that  this  apostolic  rule  is  too 
much  disregarded  by  many  professors  of  the  Gospel. 
However  they  may  seem  to  differ  from  the  world, 
by  a  stated  and  orderly  attendance  upon  the  ordi- 
nances, they  are  not  easily  distinguished  upon  many 
otlier  occasions ;  particularly  at  their  meals.  The 
people  of  the  world  can  scarcely  exceed  them  in  the 
cost,  care,  profusion,  and  variety  with  which  their  ta- 
bles are  covered.  I  am  willing  to  allow  some  regard 
to  a  person's  situation  in  life ;  but  perhaps  the  excess 
is  more  frequently  obtkervable  among  people  in  trade, 
or,  as  we  say,  in  middling  ciraumstances,  tban  at  the 
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tables  of  the  opulent  A  friend  of  mine,  since  de^' 
xieased,  told  me,  that,  when  he  was  a  young  man,  be 
once  dined  with  the  late  Dr.  Butler,  at  that  time  bishop 
of  Durham ;  and  though  the  guest  was  a  man  of  for^ 
tune,  and  the  interview  by  appointment,  the  provision 
was  ao  more  than  a  joint  of  meat  and  a  pudding.  The 
bishop  apologized  for  his  plain  fare,  by  saying,  ''  tliat 
it  was  his  way  of  living ;  that  he  had  been  long  dis- 
gusted with  the  fashionableexpenseof  time  and  money 
**  in  entertainments,  and  was  determined  that  it  should 
**.  receive  no  countenance  from  bis  example."'  The  eco- 
nomy of  this  truly  venerable  prelate  was  not  the  effect 
of  parsimony  ;  for  I  have  been  assured,  that  though  he 
was  some  time  possessed  of  the  princely  revenue  of 
Durham,  he  might  be  said  to  die  poor,  leaving  little 
more  money  than  was  necessary  to  discharge  his  debts^ 
and  pay  for  his  funeral.  But  we  may  accommodate 
to  ^im,  wbat  the  apostles  said  of  themselves  on  another 
occasion,  ''  He  did  not  think  it  meet  to  leave  the  word 
*^  of  God,  and  to  serve  tables/'  And  at  the  tables  of 
some  gentlemen  of  very  respectable  characters  and 
affluent  fortunes,  who  do  me  the  honour  to  notice  me, 
I  have  often  seen  little  more  than  I  should  have  thought 
it  right  to  have  had  at  my  own,  if  they  had  favoured 
me  with  their  company.  It  is  at  least  certain,  that  the 
waste  and  parade  of  which  I  complain,  are  by  no 
means  confined  to  those  who,  according  to  the  coni- 
mon  phrase,  can  best  afford  it. 

When  ministers  of  the  Gospel  are  invited,  they  may 
sometimes  have  reason  to  suppose,  that  some  part  of 
the  apparatus  they  meet  with,  may  be  intended  as  a 
mark  of  regard  and  attention  to  tbcm  ;  and  it  has  the 
appearance  of  ingratitude  to  blame  our  friends  for  their  ' 
kindqess;  but  some  of  tis  would  be  better  pieasrdtt^ 
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be  treated  less  sumptuously,  and  in  a  way  more  coa- 
format)le  to  the  simplicity  of  our  Christian  profession., 
We  would  not  wish  to  be  considered  as  avowed  epi- 
curesy  who  cannot  dine  well  without  a  variety  of  deli- 
cacies :  and  if  we  could  suppose,  that  such  cost  and 
variety  were  designed  to  remind  us  how- much  better 
we  fare  abroad  than  at  home,  we  might  think  it  rather 
an  insult  than  a  compliment  I  have  known,  in  fami- 
lies where  there  is  no  professed  housekeeper,  the  mis- 
tress q{  the  house  has  been,  like  Martha,  too  much 
encun>bered  with  cares  and  anxieties  in  making  prepa- 
ration for  her  friends.  They  could  not  see  her  so  soon 
as  they  have  wished,  and  when  she  has  appeared,  she 
could  not  wholly  conceal  the  discomposure  she  has  felt 
from  some  unexpected  incident,  which  has  more  or  less 
disconcerted  the  projected  arrangement  of  her  feast. 
Such  things  may  be  common  among  those  who  live 
without  God  in  the  world ;  but  they  should  be  carefully 
avoided  by  those  who  make  a  profession,  that  whether 
they  eat  or  drink,  they  do  all  for  his  glory.  Often  we 
cannot  avoid  the  thought^—"  this  dish,  unnecessary  in 
"  itself,  or  unnecessarily  expensive,  might  have  been 
*^  well  spared,  and  the  money  given  to  the  poor;"  for 
there  is  not  a  day,  in  which  some  of  the  dear  people 
of  God  do  not  find  a  difficulty  in  providing  bread  for 
their  children. 

Perljaps  there  is  no  one  circumstance  in  the  history 
of  our  Saviour  so  little  laid  to  heart,  so  generally  over- 
looked, by  those  who  acknowledge  him  as  their  Alaster 
and  their  Lord,  as  that  state  of  poverty  to  which  he 
submitted  while  upon  earth.  He  had  no  home,  he 
bad  not  a  piece  of  silver  to  pay  the  tribute-money  : 
He  was  hungry  when  he  went  to  the  fig-tree :  and 
when  he  sat,  like  a  weary,  obscure  traveller,  by  the 
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Well-sidei  he  was  thirsty ;  he  asked  for  a  little  water, 
abd  seemed  upon  the  point  of  being  refused.  He 
wrought  no  miracle  solely  for  his  own  relief;  but  he 
felt  for  the  necessitous,  and  miraculously  fed  them  by 
thousands ;  not  with  dainties,  which  would  have  beeti ' 
equally  easy  to  him,  but  finding  a  few  Ib^v^s  and  fish<ss 
aiiiongst  them,  he  satisfied  their  wants  Withoiit  chahg- 
irig  their  diet.  Yea,  after  his  resurrection,  when  he 
had  taken  possession  of  all  power  add  diithority  both  in 
heaven  and  in  earth,  he  condescended  to  dlrie  with  his 
disciples  tapori  broiled  fish  and  bread,  which  he  likewise 
provided  for  them.  Alas  !  the  rich  followers  of  this 
poor  Saviour  have  more  rea^n  to  be  ashamed  of  th^ir 
gorgeous  apparel,  their  fine  hotises,  their  elegsLnt  fur- 
niture, and  their  splendid  entertdinmetits>  than  to  value 
themselves  upon  such  trifles !  They  are  unavoidable  ap- 
pendages to  persons  in  some  situations  ;  but,  I  believe, 
they  who  have  drank  deeply  into  our  Lord's  spirit,  ac- 
count them  rather  burdens  than  benefits. 

I  know  several  persons,  wh6s6  ability  to  do  mUch 
more  in  this  way,  if  they  pleased,  than  they  do,  is  not 
disputed ;  and  whose  acknowledged  benevolence  and 
bounty  secure  them  from  the  suspicion  of  being  re-' 
strained  by  covetousness.  I  hdve  bftferi  wished  that  il 
number  of  these  would  form  themselves  into  k  Society^ 
for  the  express  and  avowed  purpose  of  discountenarics 
ing,  by  their  example  and  influence,  that  sinful,  shame- 
ful conformity  to  the  world,  which  spreads  like  a  gatl- 
grene,  is  (he  reproach  of  the  Gospel,  and  threatens  the 
utter  extinction  of  vital  religion  fn  multitddes  who  pro^ 
fess  it. 

But  this  religiolis  feastirig  is  (^duliarly  scandaloii*^ 
4hd  abominable,  when  it  is  celebrated  on  the  Lorr'V 
Vol.  VI.  3  O 
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day.  Some  professors  are  not  ashamed  to  say,  they 
are  so  taken  up  with  business  through  the  course  of  the 
week,  that  they  have  no  other  day  in  which  they  can 
see  their  friends.  But,  my  dear  reader,  if  you  are  a 
man  of  business,  and  fear  the  Lord,  I  hope  you  speak 
very  diflferent  language.  I  hope  you  can  say,  '*  I  an» 
''  indeed  necessarily  and  closely  engaged  in  business  for 
'^  the  six  days ;  but  I  bless  God  for  the  gracious  appoint- 
ment of  a  day  of  rest,  which  sets  me  free  for  one  day, 
at  least,  from  the  snares  and  cares  of  the  world,  gives 
*'  me  an  opportunity  of  recruiting  my  spiritual  strength 
^'  by  private  and  public  attendance  upon  the  Lord,  and 
"  atfbrds  me  a  little  time  to  attend  to  the  state  of  my 
^'  children  and  servants.  I  love  my  friends ;  but  if  my 
'^  business  will  not  permit  me  to  see  them  at  other 
"  times,  it  is  better  for  me  not  to  see  them  at  all,  thaa 
^^  to  be  interrupted  in  the  improvement  of  my  privi- 
"  leges  on  the  Lord's  day*** 

But  they  who  then  choose  to  meet  in  troops,  and 
feed  themselves  without  fear,  will  still  have  something 
to  plead.  They  are  all  professors,  they  do  not  visit  the 
people  of  the  world,  nor  receive  visits  from  them — > 
They  manage  so  as  to  hear  two  good  Gospel  sermons  in 
the  day,  and  perhaps  have  a  hymn  and  a  prayer  after 
dinner  into  the  bargain — ^Though  they  go  well  filled  to 
the  evening  worship,  they  are  far  from  being  intoxicat- 
ed. Will  they  say,  Is  there  any  harm  in  this  ?  Ask 
their  servants,  for  whom  they  are  responsible,  and  who 
have  as  good  a  right  as  themselves  to  worship'the  Lord 
on  his  own  day.  But  the  poor  servants  are  perhaps 
more  harassed  and  fatigued  on  the  Lord's  day  than  on 
any  other  day  of  the  week.  If  they  still  say,  "  What 
*'  harm  ?"  let  me  only  appeal'to  your  own  consciencss  : 
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Is  this  ''  to  eat  anc)  drink  to  the  glory  of  God  ?"  If  you 
can  persuade  yourselves  to  think  sO;  I  pity  you,  but 
know  not  what  answer  to  return. 
JprilU,  1795.  OMICRON. 


THOUGHTS  ON  FArTH,  AND  THE  ASSURANCE  OF  FAITH. 
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£  may  easily  conceive  of  a  tree  without  fruit,  but 
the  idea  of  fruit  is  naturally  connected  with  that  of  soma 
tree  or  shrub  which  produces  it.  In  this  sense,  as- 
surance is  of  the  essence  of  faith ;  that  is,  it  springs 
from  true  faith,  and  can  grow  upon  no  other  root. 
Faith  likewise  is  the  measure  of  assurance.  While 
faith  is  weak,  (our  Lord  compares  it  in  its  first  prin- 
ciple, to  a  grain  of  mustard-seed,)  assurance  cannot 
be  strong. 

Jesus  Christ  the  Lord  is  a  complete  all-suflScient 
Saviour.  His  invitation  to  the  w^ary  and  heavy  laden 
is  general,  without  exception,  condition,  or  limitation. 
He  has  said,  Him  that  cometh  unto  me,  I  will  in  no 
wise  cast  out.  God  not  only  permits  but  commands  us 
to  believe  in  the  Son  of  his  love.  The  apostle  affirms 
that  he  is  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost^  all  that  come 
unto  God  by  him.  When  Moses  raised  the  brazen 
serpent  in  the  wilderness,  the  direction  to  the  wounded 
Israelites  was  very  short  and  simple; — it  was  only. 
Look,  and  live.  Thus  the  Gospel  addresses  the  sinner, 
Only  believe,  and  thou  shalt  be  saved. 

Why  then  does  not  every  sinner  who  is  awakened  to 
a  sense  of  his  guilt,  danger^  and  helplessness,  and  whose 
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desires  are  dri^WD  towards  (be  Saviour,^  believe  with 
full  conSdence,  even  upon  bis  first  application  for 
mercy  ?  Is  not  the  remedy  fully  adequate  to  the  ma- 
lady ?  Is  not  the  blood  of  Jesus  able  to  cleanse  from 
all  sin  ?  Is  not  the  word  of  the  God  of  truth  worthy  of 
entire  credit  ?  Yet  with  such  a  Saviour  exhibited  be-^ 
fore  the  eyes  of  his  mind,  and  with  such  prom&es 
sounding  in  bis  ears,  he  continues  to  hesitate  apd  fluc- 
tuate between  hope  and  fear.  Could  he  rely  as  firmly 
on  the  word  of  God,  aa  he  can  on  the  word  of  ft  man, 
who,  he  tliiaks,  means  what  he  says^  and  is  able  to 
make  good  tiis  promises,  he  would  immediately  be  filled 
with  joy  and  pea(:e  in  believing.  But  experience  and 
observation  may  convince  us,  tbat,  however  rationi^l 
and  easy  this  assurance  may  seem  in  theory,  it  is  ordi- 
narily unattainable  in'practice,  without  pasisbg  througk 
a  train  of  previous  exercises  and  confiiclB. 

It  is  true,  young  converts  are  often  favoured  with 
comfortable  impressions,  which  lead  them  to  hope  that 
their  doubts  and  difficulties  are  already  ended,  whep 
perhaps  they  are  but  just  entering  upon  their  warfare. 
They  are  brought,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  world ;  a 
strong  and  lively  sense  of  divine  things  engrosses  their 
attention  ;  the  world  sinks  into  nothing  in  their  esteena  ; 
the  evil  propensities  which  discourage  them  are  over- 
powered for  a  season,  and  they  hope  they  are  quite 
subdued,  and  will  trouble  them  no  more.  Their  love, 
gratitude,  praise,  and  .  admiration,"^  are  in  vigorous  ex- 
ercise. An  aged,  experienced  Christian  may  recollect, 
with  a  pleasing  regret,  many  sweet  sensations  of  this 
kind,  in  the  early  stages  of  his  profession,  which  he 
cannot  recall.  But  he  now  knows  that  the  strong  con- 
fidence he  felt  in  these  golden  hours  was  not  the  assur- 
ance of  faith; — it  was  temporary  and  transient; — it 
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was  founded  upon  what  we  call  a  good  frame.  Though 
his  comforts  were  strong,  his  faith  was  weak  ;  for  when 
the  good  frame  subsided,  his  fear^  returned,  his  hope 
declined,  and  he  was  at  his  wit's  end.  Then,  perhaps,' 
he  wondered  at  his  own  presumption,  for  daring  to 
hope  that  such  a  creature  as  himself  could  have  any 
right  to  the  privileges  of  a  believer.  And  if,  in  the 
^varmth  of  his  heart,  he  had  spoken  to  others  of  what 
God  had  done  for  his  soul,  he  afterwards  charged 
himself  with  being  a  hypocrite,  and  a  false  witness  both 
to  God  and  man.  Thus  when  the  Israelites  saw  the 
Egyptians,  (who  had  pursued  and  terrified  them,)  cast 
up  dead  upon  the  shore  of  the  Red  Sea^  they  praised 
the  Lord,  and  believed.  They  were  little  aware  of  the 
wilderness  they  had  to  pass  through,  and  the  trials  they 
were  to  meet  with,  before  they  could  enter  the  promis* 
ed  land. 

But  strong  faith  and  the  effect  of  it,  an  abiding  per- 
suasion of  our  acceptance  in  the  beloved,  and  of  our 
final  perseverance  in  grace,  are  not  necessarily  con- 
nected with  sensible  comfort--' A  strong  faith  can  trust 
God  in  the  dark,  and  say  with  Job,  *^  Though  he  sl.jy 
**  me,  yet  will  I  trust  in .  him."  Yet  it  is  not  to  be 
maintained  without  a  diligent  use  of  the  instituted 
means  of  grace,  and  a  .conscientious  attention  to  the 
precepts  of  the  Gospel.  For  notions  of  truths  desti- 
tute of  power,  will  not  keep  the  heart  in  peace.  But 
this  power  depends  upon  the  influence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit ;  and  if  tie  is  grieved  by  the  wilful  commission  of 
sin,  or  the  wilful  neglect  of  the  precepts,  he  hides  his 
face,  suspends  his  influence,  and  then  confidence  must 
proportionably  decline,  till  he  is  pleased  to  return,  and 
revive  it  There  are  likewise  bodily  disorders,  which, 
by  depressing  the  animal  spirits,  darken  and  discolour 


the  medium  of  our  perceptions.  If  the  enemy  is  per* 
mitted  to  take  advantage  of  these  seasons,  he  can  pour 
in  a  flood  of  temptations,  sufficient  to  fill  the  most  as-« 
sured  believer  with  terror  and  dismay.  But  ordina- 
rily, they  who  endeavour  to  walk  closely  and  conscien- 
tiously with  God,  attain,  in  due  time,  an  assurance  of 
hope  to  the  end,  which  is  not  easily  nor  oflten  shaken, 
though  it  b  not  absolutely  perfect,  nor  can  be  while  so 
much  sin  and  imperfection  remain  in  us. 

If  it  be  inquired,  why  we  cannot  attain  to  this  state  of 
composure  at  first,  since  the  object  of  faith  and  the 
promises  of  God  are  always  the  same  ? — several  rea* 
sons  may  be  assigned. 

Unbelief  is  the  primary  cause  of  all  our  inquietude, 
from  the  moment  that  our  hearts  are  drawn  to  seek 
salvation  by  Jesus.  This  inability  to  take  God  at  his 
word,  should  not  be  merely  lamented  as  an  infirmity, 
but  watched,  and  prayed,  and  fought  against  as  a  great 
sin.  A  great  sin  indeed  it  is ;  the  very  root  of  our 
apostasy,  from  which  every  other  sin  proceeds.  It 
often  deceives  us  under  the  guise  of  humility,  as  though 
it  would  be  presumption,  in  such  sinners  as  we  are,  to 
believe  the  declarations  of  the  God  of  truth.  Many 
serious  people,  who  are  burdened  with  a  sense  of  other 
sitis,  leave  this  radical  evil  out  of  the  list  They  rather 
indulge  it,  and  think  they  ought  not  to  believe,  till  they 
can  find  a  warrant  from  marks  and  evidences  within 
themselves.  But  this  is  an  affront  to  the  wisdom  and 
goodness  of  God,  who  points  out  to  us  the  Son  of  his 
love,  as  our  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and 
redemption,  without  any  regard  to  what  we  have  been, 
or  to  what  we  are,  excepting  that  broken  and  contrite 
spirit  which  only  himself  can  create  in  us.  And  this 
broken  spirit,  though  unbelief  perverts  it  to  our  discou- 
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ra8[einent9  is  the  very  temper  in  which  the  Lord  de- 
lights, and  a  surer  evidence  of  true  grace  than  those 
which  we  are  apt  to  contrive  for  ourselves.  It  is  writ* 
ten.  He  that  believeth  not  the  record  which  God  hath 
jpveQ  of  his  Son,  maketh  him  a  liar.  Why  do  we  not 
start  with  horror  at  the  workings  of  unbelief,  as  we 
should  do  at  a  suggestion  to  commit  murder,  or  the 
grossest  outward  enormity  ? 

Again,  our  natural  pride  is  a  great  hinderance  to  be^ 
lieving.  If  we  acknowledge  ourselves  to  be  sinners, 
and  are  sensible  of  our  need  of  mercy,  we  are  not  easily 
brought  to  see  that  we  are  so  totally  depraved,  so  ex- 
ceedingly vile,  so  utterly  destitute  of  all  good,  as  the 
word  of  God  describes  us  to  be.  A  secret  dependence 
upon  prayers,  tears,  resolutions,  repentance,  and  en- 
deavours, prevents  us  from  looking  solely  and  simply 
to  the  Saviour,  so  as  to  ground  our  whole  hope  for  ac- 
ceptance upon  his  obedience  unto  death,  and  his  whole 
mediation.  A  true  believer  will  doubtless  repent  and 
pray,  and  forsake  bis  former  evil  ways,  but  be  is  not 
accepted  upon  the  account  of  what  he  does  or  feels, 
but  because  Jesus  lived  and  died,  and  rose,  and  reigns 
on  the  behalf  of  sinners,  and  because  be  is  enabled  by 
grace  to  trust  in  him  for  salvation.  Further,  pride 
leads  us  into  that  spirit  of  vain  reasoning,  which  is  con- 
trary to  the  simplicity  of  faith.-  Till  this  is  renounced, 
till  we  become  in  some  noeasure  like  little  children,  and 
receive  the  doctrines  of  Scripture  implicitljf^  because 
they  are  from  God,  requiring  no  further  proof  of  any 
point  than  a  Thus  saith  the  Lord  ;  ive  cannot  be  estfi- 
blished  in  our  hope.  Naaman  was  very  desirous  to  be 
healed  of  his  leprosy ;  but  il'  the  Lord  had  not  merci- 
fully over-ruled  his  prejudices,  he  would  have  returned 
a  leper  as  he  came.     Before  he  went  to  Elisba,  he  had 
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considered  in  his  own  mind|  how  the  prophet  ought  to 
treat  him;  and  not  having  the  immediate  attentioo 
paid  to  him  that  he  expected,  he  was  upon  the  point  of 
goinfi  away ;  for  his  reason  told  him,  that  if  washing 
could  effect  his  cure,  the  waters  of  Syria  were  as  good 
as  those  of  Jordan.  "  It  seems,"  to  use  the  words  of 
a  late  ingenious  writer,  *'  that  the  Gospel  is  too  good 
'^  to  be  believed,  and  too  plain  to  be  understood,  till 
*'  our  pride  is  abasetl." 

It  is  difficult  to  determine,  by  the  eye,  the  prcciec 
moment  of  day- break :  hut  the  light  advances  from 
early  dawn,  and  the  sun  arises  at  the  appointed  hour. 
Such  is  the  progress  of  divine  light  in  the  mind :  thc- 
first  streaks  of  the  dawn  are  seldom  perceived;  but,  by 
degrees,  objects,  ti!I  then  unthought  of,  are  disclosed. 
The  evil  of  sin,  the  danger  of  the  soul,  the  reality  and 
importance  of  eternal  things,  are  apprehended,  and  a 
hope  of  mercy  throujzh  a  Saviour  is  discovered,  which 
prevents  the  sinner  from  sinking  into  absolute  despair. 
— But  for  a  time  all  is  indistinct  and  confused.  In  this 
state  of  mind,  many  things  are  anxiously  sought  for  as 
pre- requisites  to  believing,  but  they  are  sought  in  vain, 
for  it  is  only  by  believing  that  they  can  be  obtained. 
But  the  light  increases,  the  sun  arises,  the  glory  of  God 
in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ  shines  in  upon  the  soul. 
As  the  sun  can  only  be  seen  by  its  own  light,  and  dif- 
fuses that  light  by  which  other  objects  are  clearly  per- 
ceived ;  so  Christ  crucified  is  the  sun  in  the  system  of 
revealed  truth  ;  and  the  right  knowledge  of  the  doctrine 
o^f  his  cross  satisfies  the  inquiring  mind,  proves  itself  to 
be  the  one  thing  needful,  and  the  only  thing  necessary 
to  silence  the  objections  of  unbelief  and  pride,  and  to 
afford  a  sure  ground  for  solid  and  abiding  hope. 

Once  more ;  we  cannot  be  salely  trusted  with  as- 
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surance  till  we  have  that  knowledge  of  the  evil  and 
deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  which  can  be  acquired  only 
by  painful,  repeated  experience.     The  young  convert,. 
in  his  brighter  hours,  when  his  heart  is  full  of  joys,  and 
he  thinks  his  mountain  stands  too  strong  to  be  removed, 
may  be  compared  to  a  ship   with  much  sail  spread, 
and  but  little  ballast.        She  goes  on  well  while  the 
weather  is  fair,  but  is  not  prepared  for  a  storm.   When 
Peter  said,  ''  Thou  hast  the  words  of  eternal  life,  we 
''  believe  and  are  sure  that  tliou  art  the  Christ,''  and 
when  he  protested,  ^'  Though  all  men  should  forsake 
^^  thee,  yet  will  not  I,"  he  undoubtedly  spoke  honestly; 
but  the  event  showed  that  he  did  not  know  himself. 
His  resolution  was  soon  and  sorely  shaken  in  tlie  hall 
of  the  high- priest,  so  that  he  denied  his  Lord  with  oaths 
and  imprecations.     He  was  left  to  fall ;  that  he  might 
learn  he  did  not  stand  by  his  own  strength.     The  pa- 
rable of  the  prodigal  may  be  accommodated  for  an 
illustration  of  this  point.     The  Scripture  says,  ''Then 
''  shall  ye  know,  if  ye  follow  on  to  know  the  Lord." 
But  we  often  want  to  know  at  first,  and  at  once ;  and 
suppose, — ^If  I  was  but  sure  that  I  am  right,  and  ac- 
cepted in  the  fieloved,  I  could  go  on  with  more  spirit 
and  success.     Many  rejoice  greatly  when  they  seem  to 
obtain  this  desire,  but  their  joy  is  short-lived.    They 
soon  resemble  the  prodigal ;  they  become  vain,  rash, 
and  careless ;   they  forsake  their  father's  house ;  their 
attention  to  the  means  of  grace  is  slackened ;  they  ven* 
ture  upon  smaller  deviations  from  the  prescribed  rule, 
which,  in  time,  lead  them  to  greater.    Thus  their  stock 
of  grace  and  comfort  is  quickly  exhausted.     They 
begin  to  be  in  want ;  and,  after  having  been  feasted 
with  the  bread  of  life,  are  reduced  to  feed  upon  such 
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length  they  are  brought  to  their  right  tDinds !  But,  oh  !. 
with  what  pungent  shame  and  hmniliation  do  they 
come  back  to  their  Father  !  He,  indeed,  ig  alwjays 
ready  to  receive  and  forgive  backsliders ;  but  sordy 
they  cannot  easily  forgive  themselves  for  thdr  ingra* 
titude  and  folly.  When  he  has  healed  their  brokea 
bones,  and  restored  peace  to  their  souls,  it  may  be  ex- 
pected that  they  will  walk  softly  and  humbly  to  the  end 
of  their  days,  and  not  open  their  mouths  any  more, 
either  to  boast,  or  to  censure,  or  to  complain. 

For,  a  man  who  possesses  a  Scriptural  and  well- 
grounded  assurance  in  himself,  will  evideaco  h  to 
others  by  suitable  fruits.  He  will  be  meek,  unassum- 
ing, and  gentle  in  his  conduct  before  men,  because  ho 
is  humbled  and  abased  before  God.— «*Because  he  Uvea 
vHpon  much  forgiveness,  he  will  be  ready  to  forgive^ 
The  prospect  of  that  blessed  hope  assuredly  laid  up 
for  him  in  heaven,  will  make  him  patient  under  all  his 
appointed  trials  in  the  present  life,  wean  him  from  ao 
attachment  to  the  world,  and  preserve  him  from  being 
much  affected  either  by  the  smiles  or  the  frowns  of 
mortals.  To  hear  persons  talk  much  of  their  assur«» 
ance,  and  that  they  are  freed  from  all  doubts  and  fears, 
while  they  habitually  indulge  proud,  angry,  resentful, 
discontented  tempers,  or  while  they  are  eagerly  grasp^ 
ing  after  the  world,  like  those  who  seek  their  whole 
portion -in  it,  is  painful  and  disgusting  to  a  serious  mind. 
Let  us  pity  them,  and  pray  for  them ;  for  we  have 
great  reason  to  fear  that  they  do  not  understand  what 
tiiey  say,  nor  whereof  they  affirm. 
Julj/  II,  1795.  OMICRON, 
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HAT  is  Covetousness?  It  is  an  easy  besetting  sta; 
from  which  few  persons  are  entirely  free ;  and  it  is 
eminently  deceitful.  It  is  decried  and  condemned  in 
others,  by  multitudes  who  live  in  the  habit  of  it  them- 
selves. It  is  very  difficult  to  fix  a  conviction  of  this 
sin  upon  those  who  are  guilty  of  it.  Whether  drunkards 
or  profligates  regard  the-  warnings  of  the  preacher  or 
not,  when  he  declares  that  they  who  persist  in  those 
evil  practices  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God ; 
they  know  at  least  their  own  characters,  and  are  sen<* 
sible  that  they  are  the  persons  intended.  But  if  he 
adds,  Nor  the  covetous  man,  who  is  an  idolater — ^the 
covetous  man  usually  sits  unmoved,  and  is  more  ready 
to  apply  the  threatening  to  his  nei^tibour  than  to  him- 
self. If  he  is  willing  to  entertain  the  mini^^ters  or 
friends  of  the  Gospel  sometimes  at  his  table,  if  he 
tiow  and  then  gives  a  few  shillings  to  the  poor,  and  a 
guinea  or  two  to  a  charitable  subscription,  he  cannot 
suspect  that  he  is  liable  to  the  charge  ot  covetousness. 
There  are  two  words  in  the  Greek  Testament,  which 
are  rendered  ctycetousness  in  our  version.  The  one  li- 
terally signifies.  The  love  oj  money ;  the  other,  A 
desire  oj  more.  The  senses  are  indeed  coincident: 
for  no  man  would  desire  more  of  that  which  he  does 
not  love ;  and  as  he  that  loveth  silver,  cannot  be  sa^ 
tisfied  with  the  silver  that  he  already  possesses,  he  will 
of  course  desire  more.  Money  is  generally  loved  and 
valued  at  first,  as  a  mean  of  procuring  other  things 
which  appear  desirable;  but  many  who  begin  thus^ 
are  brought  at  length  to  lova  money  for  its  own  sake. 
Such  persons  are  called  misers.     We  meet  witii  those 
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who,  80  far  from  being  benevolent  to  others,  are  cruei 
to  themselves,  and,  though  abounding  in  wealth,  can 
hardly  afford  themselves  the  necessaries  of  life.  But 
a  man  may  be  very  covetous,  though,  not  being  yet 
given  up  to  this  judicial  infatuation,  he  may  congra* 
tnlate  himself,  and  thank  God,  that  he  is  not  a  miser. 
■  I  consider  covetousness  as  the  most  generally  pre- 
vailing and  ensnaring  sin,  by  which  professors  of  the 
Gospel,  in  our  commercial  city,  are  hindered  in  their 
spiritual  progress.  A  disposition  deeply  rooted  in  our 
fallen  nature,  strengthened  by  the  habits  of  business, 
the  immense  circulation  of  cash,  the  power  of  custom, 
and  the  fieu^cinating  charm  of  a  balance  sheet,  is  not 
easily  counteracted. 

If  we  are,  indeed,  believers  in  Christ,  and  partakers 
of  the  power  of  his  resurrection,  we  are  bound  by  ob- 
ligation, and  required  by  our  rule,  to  set  our  affec- 
tions on  the  things  that  are  above,  not  on  the  things  on 
the  earth.  He  has  called  us  out  of  the  world,  and 
cautioned  us  against  conformity  to  its  spirit.  While 
we  are  in  the  world,  it  is  our  duty,  privilege,  and 
honour,  to  manifest  that  grace  which  has  delivered  us 
from  the  love  of  it.  Christians  must  indeed  eat  and 
drink,  and  may  buy  and  sell  as  other  people  do ;  but 
the  principles,  motives,  and  ends  of  their  conduct,  are 
entirely  different.  They  are  to  adorn  the  doctrine  of 
God  their  Saviour,  and  to  do  all  for  his  glory.  By  his 
wisdom  and  providence,  he  places  them  in  different 
situations,  that  the  power  and  sufficiency  of  his  grace 
may  appear  under  a  great  variety  of  outward  circum- 
stances. He  gives  them  talents,  to  some  more,  to 
otliers  less ;  but  ail  to  be  improved  for  him.  Whether 
they  are  rich  or  poor,  bond  or  free,  they  are  so  by  his 
a{)puintment ;  with  which,  if  they  cheerfully  comply, 


0»  CcfeetcMneUk  i7l^ 

they  shall,  in  due  time,  be  sensible  that  he  chooses 
better  for  them,  than  they  could  have  chosen  for  them* 
selves.  The  language  of  faith,  when  in  exercise,  will 
not  be,  **  What  is  most  conducive  to  my  temporal  ease 
*^  and  prosperity  ?"  but,  ^^  What  will  give  me  the  fairest 
^'  opportunity  of  glorifying  him,  who  has  bought  me 
"  with  his  blood,  and  called  me  out  of  darkness  into 
'^  his  marvellous  light?  Too  much  of  my  time  has 
"  already  been  wasted :  bow  shall  I  improve  the  little 
^'  uncertain  remainder  for  his  service  ?  I  am  too  short- 
''  sighted  to  Judge  for  myself,  but  he  has  thus  far 
'^  determined  it.  I  am  where  he  has  placed  me  :  and 
''  the  calling  in  which  his  mercy  found  me,  (if  it  be 
'^  a  lawful  one,)  is  that  in  which,  for  the  present,  I  am 
^^  to  abide  as  the  best  for  me.  When  it  ceases  to  be 
^'  so,  I  may  depend  upon  him  to  appoint  me  another. 
^'  But  till  then  I  desire  to  be  contented  with  such 
'^  things  as  I  have,  and  to  be  thankful  for  them.  He 
'^  knows  my  frame,  my  feelings,  my  wants,  and  my 
^^  trials  ;  he  permits,  yea,  invites  me  to  cast  all  my 
'^  cares  upon  him ;  he  assures  me  that  he  careth  for 
^^  me,  and  therefore  I  only  wish  to  do  or  to  suffer  ae« 
^^  cording  to  his  will  to-day,  and  to  leave  the  concerns 
^'  of  to-morrow  in  his  hands.  While  I  live,  may  I 
^'  live  for  him,  and  when  I  die,  may  I  go  to  him !  May 
^^  his  grace  be  sufficient  for  me,  and  all  shall  be  well.'* 
The  Christian  knows,  or  should  know,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  be  rich,  or  to  be  admired  or  envied 
by  an  unthinking  world  ;  but  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
for  him  to  maintain  peace  of  conscience,  communion 
with  God,  and  a  cheerful  activity  of  spirit  in  his  ser- 
vice. And  as  his  gracious  Lord  accepts  him,  not  ac- 
cording to  what  he  actually  does,  but  according  to  what 
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be  would  do  if  he  could,  so  that  he  who  can  only  i^ve 
a  cup  of  cold  water  to  a  prophet,  in  the  the  name  of  at 
prophet,  should  receive  a  prophet's  reward  ;  in  this 
spect  all  his  people,  however  differently  situated, 
exactly  upon  a  par.  Luke  xxi.  3,  4. 
:  But,  alas  !  bow  many  who  profess  to  know  and  value 
the  Gospel,  are  far  otherwise  minded !  The  chief  mark 
of  their  profession  is,  their  attendance  upon  the  or- 
dinances of  worship.  At  other  times,  and  in  other 
respects,  they  are  not  easily  distinguished  from  the 
world.  If  their  bouses,  furniture,  tables,  and  other 
appendages,  secure  them  from  the  suspicion  of  being 
misers,  the  manner  in  which  they  follow  their  business, 
sufficiently  proves  them  to  be  covetous.  I^  when  ihey 
can  find  leisure  to  speak  of  religion,  they  complain 
that  their  frames  are  low,  and  that  they  have  but  little 
comfort  in  the  ways  of  God,  this  is  the  most  favourable 
token  we  can  find  to  encourage  our  hope,  that  in  the 
midst  of  all  their  hurry,  there  may  be  a  latent  sin- 
cerity at  the  bottom.  For  how  can  it  be  otherwise,  if 
they  had  a  spark  of  life  and  grace  in  their  hearts, 
while  they  attempt  to  look  two  ways  at  once,  and  to 
reconcile  the  incompatible  claims  of  God  and  mam- 
mon? The  love  of  money,  and  the  desire  of  more 
are  always  in  exercise.  As  to  these,  their  frames  sel- 
dom vary,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  rise  early,  take  late  rest,  and  eat  the  bread  of 
carefulness,  that  they  may  be  able  to  vie  with  the 
world  in  their  outward  appearance,  and  to  lay  up  snares, 
and  thorns,  and  encumbrances,  for  their  children.  Often, 
when  already  possessed  of  a  lavvful  business,  which 
affords  a  competence  for  a  comfortable  support,  if 
opportunity  offers,  they  eagerly  catch  at  some  other 
prospect  of  gain,  though  they  thereby  double  their 
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anxieties,  and  encroach  still  more  upon  that  time,  (too 
little  before,),  which  they  could  afford  to  allot  to  the 
concerns  of  their  souls.  Such  opportunities  they  call 
providential  openintjs,  and  perhaps  say  they  are  thank- 
ful for  them ;  not  considering  that  such  openings  of 
Providence  are  frequently  temptations  or  tests,  which 
the  Lord  permits  a  man  to  meet  with,  to  prove  what 
is  in  his  heart,  and  to  try  him,  whether  he  will  hold  fast 
his  integrity  or  not,  and  whether  his  affections  be  indeed 
set  on  the  thin^  above,  or  still  cleave  to  the  earth. 

It  is  sometimes  the  pleasure  of  the  Lord  to  give  a 
servant  of  his  what  the  world  calls  prosperity.  He 
places  him  in  a  line  of  life  suited  to  his  turn  and  ability, 
prepares  a  plain  path  before  him,  and,  by  a  blessing 
upon  bis  industry  and  economy,  the  man,  perhaps, 
from  small  beginnings,  increases  in  wealth,  almost  im- 
perceptibly, with  little  other  solicitude  on  bis  own  part, 
than  a  faithful  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  calling 
from  day  to  day.  Such  a  person  is  a  public  benefit. 
The  Lord,  who  gives  him  riches,  teachcis  him  likewise 
how  to  use  them.  He  chiefly  values  the  increase  of 
bis  property  and  influence,  as  they  enlarge  his  sphere 
of  usefulness.  He  is  ready  and  active  to  promote  the 
cause  of  God  in  the  world,  and  to  relieve  the  wants 
and  miseries  of  his  fellow-creatures.  He  is  eyes  to 
the  blind,  and  feet  to  the  lame ;  the  friend  of  the  father- 
less and  the  widow.  Persons  of  this  character  are  to 
be  found  amongst  us ;  but  compared  with  the  bulk  of 
professors,  we  may  apply  to  them  what  the  poet  says 
of  the  fleet  of  iEneas  after  the  storm  : 

Apparent  ran,  nantes  in  gurgite  vasto. 

A  few  still  swim  upon  the  waves,  which  have  swallowed 
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up  many.  For  those  who,  as  the  apostle  expreaae^ 
it,  "  will  be  rich,'*  who  will  strain  every  nerve  to  load 
themselves  with  thick  clay,  and  to  be  found  in  the 
list  of  those  who  gain  much  money,  or  transact  much 
business,  may,  and  often  do,  obtain  the  poor  reward 
they  seek.  As  in  the  case  of  Israel,  when,  not  sa-* 
tisfied  with  bread  from  heaven,  they  importunately 
clamoured  for  flesh  likewise ;  God  gives  them  their 
desire,  but  sends  leanness  withal  into  their  souls.  They 
expose  themselves  to  temptations  and  snares,  tofoolish 
passions  and  pursuits ;  and  thus  too  many,  who  pro- 
mised £Etir  at  the  first  setting  out,  are  drowned  in  de- 
struction and  perdition.  For  it  is  written  in  the  Scrip- 
ture, that  no  covetous  man,  who  is  an  idolater,  shall 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God ;  and  the  Scriptures  can- 
not be  broken. 

At  the  best,  if  they  do  not  finally  perish,  they  are  in 
great  danger  of  erring  from  the  faith,  and  certainly 
pierce  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows :  for  the 
love  of  money  is  the  root  of  all  evil.  We  may  err  from 
the  faith,  without  changing  the  form  of  our  creed,  or 
imbibing  doctrinal  errors.  Faith  is  an  active,  powerful 
principle;  it  realizes  things  unseen,  it  leads  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  it  feeds  upon  the  word  of  life,  it  de- 
sires and  obtains  communion  with  God,  and  power 
from  the  Spirit  of  grace,  by  which  it  purifies  the  heart, 
works  by  love,  and  overcomes  the  world.  These  are 
the  sure  effects  of  faith;  and  he  who  does  not  in  some 
measure  experience  them  in  himself,  may  have  an  opi- 
nion, a  notion  of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  and  may  be 
right  in  theory ;  but  he  is  either  an  utter  stranger  to 
the  faith  of  God*s  people,  or  has  greatly  erred  from  it. 

Who  can  enumerate  the  many  sorrows  with  which 
the  covetous  and  worldly-minded  professor  is  pierced  \ 


£specially  if  it  be  the  Lord's  pleasure  to  be  gracious 
to  bim,  and  he  purposes  to  briug  him  at  last  out  of  the 
soares  in  which  he  is  entangled.  Then,  sooner  or  later, 
his.  schemes  are  broken ;  leases,  crosses,  disappoint- 
ments, and  anxieties,  wear  down  his  spirit.  Improper 
connexions  which  he  would  form,  because  he  would 
be  rich,  become  thorns  in  his  sides  and  in  his  eyes.  He 
trusted  in  men,  and  men  deceive  him ;  he  leaned  upon 
a  weak  reed,  which  breaks,  and  he  falls.  Thus  he 
finds  that  4he  way  of  transgressors  and  backsliders,  is 
hard.  His  distresses  are  aggravated  by  the  voice  of 
conscience,  which  will  speak,  and  will  be  heard — ^^  Hast 
'^  thou  not  procured  these .  things  to  thyself,  in  that 
^rthou  hast  forsaken  the  Lord  thy  God,  when  he  led 
"  thee  by  the  way  r" 

Covetousness,  or  the  love  of  the  world,  is  one  great 
cause  of  the  many  trials  we  meet  with  in  life.  The 
principle  of  this  evil  is  so  strong  in  us,  and  so  power- 
fully nourbhed  by  almost  every  thing  around  us,  that 
it  is  seldom  suppressed  but  by  a  course  of  sharp  dis- 
cipline. Many  persons  have  now  reason  to  be  thank-* 
ful  for  those  dispensations  of  Providence  which  once 
seemed  most  severe.  If  the  Lord  had  not  seasonably 
defeated  their  plans  of  life,  withered  their  gourds, 
broken  their  cisterns,  and  wounded  them  where  they 
were  most  keenly  sensible,  they  might,  yea,  they  would 
have  gone  on  from  bad  to  worse.  But  losses  are  gains,, 
and  the  heaviest  trials  are  mercies,  when  sanctified  to 
bring  us  to  our  right  minds,  and  to  guide  our  feet  into 
the  paths  of  peace. 

If  therefore,  my  dear  reader,  you  wish  to  avoid 

trouble,  and  to  pass  through  life  as  smooth  as  possible, 

take  heed  and  beware  of  covetousness.     If  the  Lord 

loves,  you,  he  will  not  lose  you  ;  and  therefore  be  will 
Vor.  Vr.  3  Q 


beat  yoa,  ts  it  were,  in  a  mortar,  if  neceasary,  rather 
than  permit  that  to  remaiD  in  you  which  his  aoul  abhon^ 
and  which,  if  it  were  to  remain,  would  exclude  you 
fix>m  bis  kingdom.  He  liaa  said,  and  daily  experience 
and  observation  confirm  his  aphorism,.  ^'  A  man's  Ufe^ 
(the  real  comforts  of  it,)  ^^  consisteh  not  in  the  abun* 
**  dance  of  the  things  which  he  possesseth.''  Gold 
cannot  communicate  peace  of  mind,  nor  ooospensate 
for  the  want  of  it  Surely  they  who  are  satisfied  with 
a  little  of  this  world's  goods,  must  be  more  kappy  than 
they  who  are  not  satisfied  with  a  great  deaL  Remem^ 
ber  likewise,  that  where  much  is  given,  much  will  be 
required ;  and  seriously  consider,  what  wUL  it  profit  a 
man,  if  he  should  gain  the  whole  world,  and  lose  his 
own  soul ! 

OMICRON. 
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ON  THE  COMFORTS  AND   SNARES  OF  SOCIAL  AND  RELATIVl; 

AFFLICTIONS. 

jtILLAS  !  how  difficult  do  we  find  it  to  observe  a  due 
medium  between  overvaluing  and  undervaluing  our  crea- 
ture comforts ;  especially  those  of  social  and  relative 
life.  The  mutual  affections  which  does,  or  should  sub* 
sist  between  husband  and  wife^  parents  and  children^ 
and  proportionably  between  other  family  omnexioiis^ 
or  our  intimate  and  tried  friends,  constitute  our  chief 
temporal  pleasures.  These  are  almost  the  only  (Mea- 
sures this  earth  can  afford,  which  are  very  interesting 
to  an  intelligent  and  serious  mind.  For  these  the  vo- 
luptuary has  little  relish ;  sensuality  has  blunted  his 
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fee\hg$^  ^ixtd  bis  gratifications  are  scarcely  superior  to 
those  of  the  brutes. 

Such  persons  are  not  at  present  concerned  in  the 
subject  of  this  paper,  nor  can  they  well  understand  it 
I  write  for  those  who  possess  and  value  the  comforts  of 
domestic  life,  acknowledge  the  goodness  of  the«Lord 
in  bestowing  and  preserving  them,  who  wish  to  make 
them  additional  motives  for  gratitude  and  praise,  but 
are  often  apprehensive  that  their  attachments  to  his 
gifts  withdraw  their  thoughts  from  the  great  Giver, 
and  encroach  upon  that  supreme  regard  wbicti  is  only 
dae  to  himself. 

A  disposition  to  love  the  creature  more  than  the 
Creator,  is  undoubtedly  a  part  and  a  proof  of  our  na<^ 
tural  depravity.  This  evil  principle,  described  by  the 
apostle  under  the  names  of  the  Flesh,  the  Old  Man, 
and  Indwelling  Sin,  however  weakened  and  mortified 
in  a  true  believer,  is  not  extirpated.  The  opposition 
between  nature  and  grace,  flesh  and  spirit,  renders  the 
Christian  life  a  state  of  constant  warfare.  They  are 
opposite,  contrary,  contradictory  one  to  the  other ;  no 
peace  or  truce  can  subsist  between  them.  The  effects 
of  this  conflict  extend  to  every  faculty :  when  grace  is 
ita  exercise,  the  motions  of  sin  are  noticed,  checked, 
and  lamented  ;  but  they  are  always  sufficiently  strong 
to  render  our  best  intentions  and  best  actions  defective 
and  polluted  ;  and  particularly  to  depreciate  and  adul- 
terate the  finest  feelings  of  humanity,  and  td^turn  our 
glory  into  shame.  Thus  our  comforts  often  become 
our  snares,  and  that  which  should  be  for  our  health 
proves  an  occasion  of  falling. 

We  cannot  be  too  watchful  agonist  this  propensity : 
it  should  prompt  us  to  daily  humiliation  and  much 
prayer.    But  the  Lord  is  not  a  hard  master  ;  he  gives 
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us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy;  not  to  raise,  and  then 
disappoint  our  expectations,  but,  within  the  limits  bis 
wisdom  prescribes,  to  gratify  them.  Ignorance  and 
superstition  misrepresent  him.  Under  their  influence 
multitudes  think  to  please  him  by  self-invented  au- 
sterities and  mortifications,  and  suppose  they  shall  be 
acceptable  to  him,  in  proportion  as  they  make  them- 
selves miserable.  But,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  assured 
that  he  delights  in  our  prosperity,  so  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  our  safety ;  and  that  he  does  not  willingly  aiBict 
the  children  of  men,  and  especially  his  own  children, 
who  love  and  serve  him.  He  has  placed  us  in  a  world, 
in  which,  (considered  as  his  world,)  every  thing  is  beau- 
tiful in  its  season,  proper  use,  and  due  subordination,  to 
our  chief  good ;  though,  considered  as  mafCs  world, 
our  apostasy  has  filled  it  with  confusion  and  misery. 

Contemplate  his  goodness  in  a  rural  situation.  Light, 
colours,  and  prospects,  are  suited  to  please  the  eye. 
The  singing  of  birds,  the  lowing  of  the  cattle,  the 
bleating  of  the  sheep,  and,  in  general,  the  inarticulate 
tones  of  all  the  animal  tribes,  are  soothing  and  grateful 
to  the  ear.  During  a  groat  part  of  the  year,  the  scent 
of  blossoms  and  flowers  perfumes  the  air,  and  regales 
the  sense  of  smelling.  Food  is  a  necessary  mean  for 
the  preservation  of  life,  and  would  be  so  if  it  were  no 
less  unpalatable  than  the  most  nauseous  drugs.  But 
we  are  furnished  with  a  profusion  and  variety  of  ar- 
ticles, which,  while  they  satisfy  our  hunger,  and  recruit 
our  strength,  are  likewise  grateful  to  the  palate,  and 
accommodated  to  the  different  tastes  of  different  per- 
sons :  nay,  he  has  not  only  given  us  food,  but  fruits. 
These  are  certainly  not  needful  for  the  support  of  life, 
nor  are  they  interdicted  like  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of 
knowledge,  but  are  freely  presented  for  our  use.  Things 
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mij^t  have  been  so  constituted,  that  all  our  sensations 
from  external  objects  would  have  been  disagreeable  and 
painful.  But  God  is  good.  We  should  live  in  the 
midst  of  continual  enjoyments  if  we  obeyed  his  pre- 
ceptSy  and  observed  his  regulations ;  which,  however 
contrary  to  the  evil  dispositions  of  our  fallen  nature, 
amount  to  no  more  than  the  kind  admonition,  Do  thy- 
self no  harm;  for  there  is  not  a  single  restriction  en* 
joined  by  the  scripture,  with  which  it  would  not  be  our 
interest  to  comply,  if  the  authority  of  God  was  wholly 
out  of  the  question.  But  sin,  where  it  prevails,  dis- 
honours God,  abuses  his  gifts,  and  throws  all  into  con- 
fusion. Intemperance,  riot,  and  disorderly  passions, 
have  filled  the  earth  with  wo. 

Thus  as  we  arc  creatures  formed  for  society,  and 
cannot  live,  either  with  safety  or  comfort,  in  a  solitary 
state,  it  has  pleased  God  of  his  goodness  to  make  us 
susceptive  of  social  affections,  which  sweeten  our  in- 
tercourse with  each  other,  and  combine  duty  with  plea- 
sure.    Parents  are  certainly  bound  by  the  law  of  na- 
ture to  take  care  of  their  own  children,  and  to  provide 
for  them  ;   especially  in  the  helpless  state  of  infancy, 
when  they  are  utterly  unable  to  take  care  of  themselves. 
This  would  often  be  an  irksome  task,  if  they  did  not 
feel  an  instinctive  tenderness  for  their  infant  offspring 
at  first  sight,  which  makes  that  delightful  which  might 
otherwise  be  troublesome. 

It  is  likewise  the  appointment  of  God,  that  the  suc- 
cessive generations  of  mankind  should  be  prepetuated 
by  marriage.  As  this  is  the  nearest  of  all  natural  re- 
lations, so  when  the  union  is  properly  formed  and  con- 
ducted, it  is  the  most  interesting  and  endeared.  This 
union,  by  the  will  of  God,  is  in  itself  indissoluble  till 
death  makes  a  separation,  excepting  in  the  single  case 


of  anfBitbfi]  loess.    But  the  marriage  state,  when  en-* 
tered  into  vritbout  a  regard  to  God,  to  the  rules  of  his 
word,  and  a  dependence  upon  his  blessing,  is  seldom 
productive  of  an  abiding  union  of  hearts  :  and  if  this 
be  wanting,  the  case  of  either  party  may  be  Com  pared 
to  that  of  a  dislocated  limb,  which  is  indeed  still  united 
to  the  body,  but,  not  being  in  its  proper  place  and 
connexion,  is  useless  and  painful  itself,  and  the  cause  of 
pain  and  uneasiness  to  the  whole  body.     Even  the  mar* 
riages  of  those  who  come  together,  and  live  together 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  are  subject  to  heavy  taxes : 
doubled  in  wedlock,  and  frequently  multiplied  in  chil* 
dren ;  they  have  a  larger  share  of  cares,  duties,  and 
anxieties,  than  those  who  live  single  ;  yet  they  are  com- 
pi&ratively  happy.     And  I  think,  all  things  considered, 
they  have  the  most  favoured  lot    They  love  the  Lord, 
they  seek  his  presence  and  blessing,  and  they  do  not 
seek  in  vain.     They  love  eaeh  other,  they  halve  one 
faith,  one  aim,  one  hope.     Their  mutual  affection,  in- 
timacy, and  perfect  confidence,  greatly   enhance   the 
value  and  relish  of  the  comforts  in  which  they  parti* 
cipate,  and  alleviate  the  weight  of  their  burthens  and 
trials.     Love  sweetens  labour,  and  blunts  the  sting  of 
sorrow.     The  vicissitudes  of  life  give  energy  to  prayer  . 
and  repeated  supports  and  deliverances,  in  answer  to 
prayer,  afford  new  motives  and  causes  for  praise  and 
thanksgiving. 

But  still  they  arc  jealous  of  themselves,  lest  those 
affectionate  feelings,  which  greatly  assist  them  in  dis- 
charging their  social  and  relative  duties  vvith  attention 
and  cheerfulness,  should  become  excessive  and  idol- 
atrous. And,  as  I  have  already  observed,  they  have 
reason  to  be  always  upon  their  guard,  lest  that  which 
is  lawful  and  right  in  itself,  should,  by  being  indulged 
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10  an  immoderate  degree,  become  eosnariDg  and  burtfbL 
A  true  believer  is,  for.  the  most  part,  rather  shocked 
than  seduced  by  temptatioas  to  gross  evils  :  bis  bear( 
recoils  at  the  proposal.  He  thinks,  with  Joseph,  ^*  Hoir 
^^  can  I  do  this  wickedness,  and  sin  against  God  ?^f 
Perimus  in  licitis — His  chief  danger  lies  in  the  abuse 
of  lawful  things.  The  relation  we  stand  in  to  God» 
as  hb  intelligent  creatures,  from  whom  we  derive  all 
that  we  have  or  are,  and  oh  whom  we  depend  for  every 
breath  we  draw,  makes  it  our  indispensable  duty  to 
love  him  with  all  our  heart,  and  mind,  and  soul,  and 
strength.  Ai^  as  we  have  broken  this  law  of  oer 
creation,  he  has  in  mercy  been  pleased  to  claim  us  for 
his  own  by  a  new  and  more  endearing  title.  He  has 
redeemed  us  to  himself  by  his  blood.  He  haa 
bought  us  with  a  price,  and  paid  his  life  as  a  ransom 
for  our  souls.  When  a  skmer  is  enabled  to  feel  the 
force  of  this  argument,  he  needs  no  more :  the  love  of 
Christ  constrains  him.  From  that  moment  he  is  maile 
willing  to  devote  himself,  and  his  all,  to  him  who  died 
for  him.  But  the  flesh  striveth  against  the  Spirit:' he 
is  still  a  poor  creature.  He  cannot  do  the  things  that 
he  would,  nor  as  he  would  ;  otherwise  every  thought 
of  his  heart  should  be  in  absolute  subjection  to  his 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

The  Lord,  who  knows  our  frame,  and  whereof  we 
are  made,  is  unspeakably  merciful  to  our  infirmities 
but  he  will  not  admit  a  rival.  The  believer  knows  and 
acknowledges,  that  whatever  he  possesses,  which  is  not 
held  and  improved  in  subordination  and  subserviency 
to  the  will  and  glory  of  him  from  whom  he  received  it, 
is  so  far  an  idol ;  and  the  consciousness  of  his  prone- 
ness  to  afford  these  intruders  an  undue  share  in  hia 
affectioo9,  often  makes  him  confess  to  the  Lord  with 
Job,  "  Behold^  I  am  vile,"  though  his  outward  con- 
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dact.  in  the  sight  of  men  may  be  unblameable  and  ex- 
emplary. 

Yet  perhaps  some  peraons  may  be  overburdened 
with  this  apprehension.  The  Gospel  ia  not  designed 
to  make  us  stoics  :  it  allows  full  room  for  those  social 
feelings  which  are  so  necessary  and  beneficial  in  our 
present  state,  though  it  teaches  and  enjoins  their  due 
regulations.  It  is  the  duty,  no  less  than  the  privilege 
of  husbands,  to  love  their  wives,  even  as  their  own- 
selves,  yea,  even  as  Christ  loved  the  Church,  who  gave 
himself  for  it  These  expressions  are  very  strong ;  they 
imply  great  love,  tenderness,  and  sympathy.  When 
the  Lord  said  to  Abraham,  '*  Take  now  thy  son,  thine 
'*  only  son,  Isaac,  whom  thou  lovest,''  he  did  not  re- 
prove him  for  loving  his  child ;  and  Abraham's  prompt 
obedience,  when  commanded  to  offer  up  his  beloved 
son,  was  a  proof,  that  though  his  love  to  Isaac  was 
strong,  it  was  not  inordinate.  And  tbe  apostle  de- 
clares, '^  that  if  any  man  provide  not  for  those  of 

his  own  house,  (his  kindred,  his  more  distant  relatives 

by  blood  or  affinity,)  he  hath  denied  the  faith,  and  is 
"  worse  than  an  infidel."  He  is  to  provide  for  them, 
if  in  his  power,  in  preference  to  others,  M-hich  plainly 
intimates  that  they  are  preferably  entitled  to  his  love. 
Friendship,  likewise,  between,  those  whoarejdint  par- 
takers of  grace,  is  very  consistent  witli  true  religion. 
Such  was  the  friendship  between  David  and  Jonathan. 
And  though  our  Lord  loved  all  his  disciples,  one  of 
them  is  honoured  with  a  peculiar  distinction,  as  the 
disciple  whom  Jesus  loved. 

God  formed  us  originally  for  himself,  and  endued 
the  human  mind  with  a  capacity  which  he  alone  can 
fill.  But  when  he  dwells  in  the  heart,  there  is  still 
room  for  innumerable  objects  of  complacence,  in  their 
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proper  subordinate  order.  When  a  woman  marries, 
she  may  continue  to  love  her  own  parents  and  relatives 
as  formerly  ;*sbe  may  extend  her  affection  and  regard  . 
to  the  parents  and  friends  of  her  husband ;  in  a  course 
of  years  tlie  number  of  those  whom  she  loves  and 
values  may  be  greatly  increased,  without  interfering  ' 
with  each  other,  or  with  what  she  owes  to  her  husband  y 
but  there  is  a  different  and  special  regard  due  to  him, 
which  if  she  should  transfer  to  another  person,  she 
would  be  criminal.  Thus  we  may  love,  and  we  ought 
to  love,  our  husbands,  wives,  children,  parents,  and 
friends ;  and  if  we  consider  them  as  the  Lord's  gifts — 
if  we  seek  his  blessing  in  them  and  upon  them — if  we 
hold  them  at  his  disposal — if  we  employ  all  our  influ- 
ence with  them,  to  engage  them  to  seek  and  love  him 
supremely — if,  when  they  are  removed  from  us,  we 
are  disposed  to  yield  a  cheerful  submission  to  his  holy 
will — and  i^  when  things  are  brought  into  competition, 
we  rather  choose  to  venture  displeasing  our  dearest 
friends,  than  to  sin  against  the  Lord — with  these  re* 
strictions  we  cannot  easily  love  them  too  much. 

But  who  can  come  up  to  this  standard  ?  I  suppose 
no  person  can  completely.  But  we  may  aim  at  it ;  we 
may  lament  our  deficiency ;  we  may  pray  for  more 
grace ;  and  .by  grace  we  may  approximate  more  and 
more  to  it.  ^  It  is  not  necessary  to  distress  ourselves 
with  what  may  happen ;  as,  how  should  I  behave,  if 
the  Lord  were  to  take  the  desire  of  mv  eyes  from  me 
suddenly?  We  are  to  live  to-day,  and  to  leave  to- 
morrow with  him.  If  we  presume  that  wc  could  sup- 
port 3uch  a  stroke,  we  should  pmbably  find  it  too  heavy 
for  us.  But  this  we  way  say,  The  Lord  is  allsufTicicnt, 
and  he  is  faithful.     He  has  promised  strength  accord- 

ing  to  the  da  v.     He  permits  me  to  call  upon  him  \v\  vVs^ 
Vol.  VI."  3R 
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thne  of  trouble ;  and  I  trust,  when  the  time  of  trouble 
shall  come,  be  will  enable  me  to  pray  for  that  help 
from  him,  without  which  I  know  I  must  sink ;  for  in 
myself  I  am  weaker  than  a  bruised  reed.  In  the  mean 
time  I  endeavour  to  cast  all  my  care  upon  him  who 
careth  for  me. 

For  the  rest,  we  are  in  the  Lord's  school — the  school 
of  the  cross.  His  daily  providential  dispensations  are 
suited  to  wean  our  attachment  from  ever}'  thing  here^ 
and  to  convince  us  that  this  cannot  be  our  rest — it  is 
polluted.  Our  roses  grow  on  thorns,  our  honey  wears 
a  sting.  Frequently  our  sharpest  trials  spring  from 
our  choicest  comforts.  Perhaps,  while  we  are  admiring 
our  gourd,  a  worm  is  secretly  preying  upon  its  root. 
As  every  bitter  thing  is  sweetened  to  a  believer,  so 
there  is  some  bitter  thing  mingled  with  the  sweet*  This 
is  wisely  and  mercifully  ordered.  It  is  necessary. 
And  if  things  were  not  so  bad  with  us,  as  in  the  lan- 
guage of  sense  they  sometimes  are,  they  would  pro- 
bably be  soon  much  worse.  With  such  hearts  as  we 
have,  and  in  such  a  world  as  we  live  in,  much  discipline 
is  heedful  to  keep  us  from  sleeping  upon  the  enchanted 
ground.  But  the  time  is  short.  It  will  not  be  thus 
always.  We  hope  soon  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  sin 
and  temptation.  Happy  hour,  when  sorrow  and 
mourning,  hitherto  our  inseparable  companions,  shall 
flee  away,  to  return  no  more  !  when  joy  and  gladness 
shall  come  forth  to  meet  us,  and  conduct  us  home ! 
Then  those  who  have  loved  each  other  in  the  Lord 
upon  earth,  shall  rejoice  together  before  him,  shall 
drink  of  the  rivers  of  pleasure  that  are  at  his  right 
hand,  and  their  happiness  shall  be  unspeakable,  unin- 
terrupted, without  abatement,  and  without  end. 

OMICRON. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  preaclier  cannot  publish  this  Sermon  as  an  exact  cop^ 
of  what  he  delivered  from  the  pulpit*  Some  iDtenral  passed 
before  he  -was  desired  to  print  it.  His  recollection  is  mnch 
impaired  by  age ;  and  he  had  no  notes  to,  assist  it :  but  the  plan 
is  the  same.  He  hopes  and  believes 'that  none  of  tho  leading 
sentiments  arc  omitted^  and  that  the  additions^  if  any,  arr  but 
few.  As  it  is,  hd  commends  the  pemsal  to  the  candour  of  tlir 
reader,  and  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God.   ' 


(     «3     ) 
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Far,  whether  we  he  beside  aurselveSf  it  is  to  Ooi :  or  whe- 
ther  we  be  sober,  it  is  for  your  cause*  For^  the  Urve  iff 
Christ  eonstrameth  us,  because  we  thus  judge,  that  if  one 
died  far  all,  then  were  all  dead :  and  that  he  died  far  oUp 
that  they  which  Uce  should  not  henceforth  live  unto  them^ 
selves,  but  unto  him  which  died  for  them  and  rose  again. 


T 


HE  apostles,  and  first  preachers  of  the  Gospel 
among  the  heathens,  exhibited  to  them  a  phenomenon 
perfectly  new.  The  Greeks  and  Romans  had  known 
persons,- among  themselves,  who  had  strenuously  et* 
erted  their  talents  and  activity  in  the  pursuit  of  fame, 
power,  or  wealth  ;  but  they  now  saw  men  no  less  inde- 
fatigable and  persevering  in  prosecuting  a  design  whicb^ 
far  from  procuring  them  either  honour  or  profit,  exposed 
them,  wherever  they  went,  to  contempt,  stripes,  im- 
prisonment, and  death.  Their  professed  aim  was  to 
make  others  as  happy  as  themselves  in  the  possession 
of  an  unseen  Good.  For  the  attainment  of  this  end. 
they  willingly  gave  up  all  projspect  of  worldly  advan- 
tage, though  they  were  generally  treated  with  scorn 
and  cruelty  by  the  most  of  those  whose  best  interests 
they  wished  to  serve.  This  was  a  disinterested  be- 
nevolence, of  which  the  philosophers,  the  pretended  ^^ 
friends  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  had  no  \A^^  \  wot  ^m 


AM  The  e&nsfraining  Infiuntt  cf 

the  means  they  employed  better  understood.  They 
preached  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  crucified* !  For,  en- 
deavouring to  persuade  their  hearers  to  place  their 
whole  hope  and  dependence  upon  one  whom  they  had 
never  seen,  but  who  had  been  publicly  executed  as  a 
malefactor;  and  to  affirm  that  this  Jesus,  who  died 
upon  the  cross,  was  yet  alivef;  that  he,  who  could 
not  save  himself  from  an  ignominious  death,  was  the 
author  of  eternal  salvation. to  those  who  believed  on 
Mm ;  for  these  strange  assertions,  tbey  were  pitied  or 
despised  as  visionaries,  by  those  who  did  not  revile 
them  as  hypocrites.  Thus  Festus,  who  seemed  to 
hfive  a  favourable  opinion  of  St.  Paul's  integrity,  when 
he  heard  him  relate  the  manner  of  his  conversion, 
thought  that  no  man,  in  bis  sober  senses,  could  talk  so ; 
and  tiierefore  he  said,  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Paul,  tboa 

«  art  ^de  thyselfj."  ' 

But  his  Lord  and  master  was  treated  thus  before 
him,  and  upon  similar  grounds.  His  zeal  for  the  ho- 
nour of  his  heavenly  Father,  and  his  compassion  for  the 
souls  of  men,  carried  him  so  far,  that  we  read,  bis 
friends,  that  is,  his  relations  according  to  the  flesh,  and 
who  really  wished  him  well,  sought  to  lay  hold  of  him, 
and  restrain  him ;  for,  tbey  said,  be  is  beside  him- 
self^. 

The  apostle  Paul  was  not  mad ;  be  spoke  the  words 
of  truth  and  soberness ;  he  knew  whom  he  had  be- 
lieved ;  he  knew  the  worth  of  immortal  souls,  and  the 
importance  of  eternity.  He  had  once  fiercely  opposed 
the  Gospel,  breathed  out  threatningsi|  and  slaughter 
against  the  disciples,  and,  not  content  witli  the  mischief 

•  1  Cor.  ii.  2.  t  Mark  xv.  31.  \  Acts  xxvi;  il^ 
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he  had  done  in  Jerasalecn,  wad  hastening  to  Damascus , 
to  vex  and  wrong  the  believers  there ;  but  he  was  ar- 
rested in  hb  journey  by  a  light  and  a  voice  from  heaven; 
he  (bund  himself  in  the  power  of  that  Jesus  whom  he 
had  persecuted,  and  who  is  pleased  to  consider  all 
that  is  done,  either  for  or  against  his  people,  as  done 
to  himself.  The  furious  Paul,  of  Tarsus,  was  humbled, 
pardoned,  and,  in  a  few  days,  commissioned  to  preach 
that  faith  which  he  had  so  pertinaciously  laboured  to 
destroy.  From  that  hour,  renouncing  all  connexion 
with  his  former  friends,  the  chief  priests  dnd  council, 
and  all  expectations  from  them,  renouncing  likewise 
that  righteousness  of  the  law  in  which  he  before  had 
boasted,  he  devoted  himself  to  the  service  of  his  Lord 
and  Saviour,  and  of  the  cause  which  he  had  opposed.' 
His  ardour  was  astonishing  and  exemplary.  Unwea- 
ried by  labour,  undismayed  by  danger,  unaffected  by 
hardship  and  suffering,  but  supported  aind  dheered  bjf 
the  presence  of  him  whom  he  served,  he  preached 
the  Gospel  in  season  and  out  of  season,  publicly  and 
froQi  house  to  house,  in  Judea,  in  Asia,  in  Greece,  40 
Italy,  and  many  other  parts  of  the  Roman  empire.-^ 
For  this  zeal  in  seeking  to  promote  the  good  of  others, 
of  strangers,  of  enemies,  at  the  expense  of  all  that  was 
dear  to  himself  as  a  man,  he  found,  as  be  expected, 
in  almost  every  place  which  he  visited,  open  opposi- 
tions, and  secret  conspiracies  against  his  life :  he  was 
scourged  by  the  Jews,  beaten  with  rods  by  the  Romans, 
"and  GonfiQed  in  prisons  and  chains.  He  was  lil^ewide 
the  marked  object  of  general  contempt ;  the  wise  meii 
Df  the  times. despised  him  as  a  babbler ;  he  was  regarded 
by  many  as  the  filth  of  the  world,  and  the  offsconring  of 
Vol.*  VI.  3S 
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all  things ;  maoy  said,  '^  Away  with  such  a  fellow  from 
'^  the  earth,  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live*!"  fiut  when^ 
in  defiance  of  all  dbcouragements,  he  still  pressed  for- 
ward, as  if  be  had  done  nothing  while  any  thing  more 
remained  to  be  done,  account^  the  disgrace  be  met 
with  his  honour,  and  gloried  in  his  chainsfv  we  cannot 
wonder  if  the  more  moderate  of  his  observers,  who 
knew  not  his  principles,  thought  that  he  was  surely  be* 
side  himself. 

The  only  apology  he  saw  fit  to  make,  is  expressed  in 
my  text  The  bulk  of  mankind  in  Christendom,  by 
whatever  name  they  are  distinguished,  pay  little  more 
regard  to  the  Gospel,  than  the  Jews  or  heathens  did  in 
the  apostles'  days.  The  heart  of  man,  in  its  natural 
state,  is  the  same  in  all  ages,  devoid  of  either  taste  or 
inclination  for  the  things  of  God,  till  visited  by. power 
from  on  bif;h.  .  Faithful  ministers  are  still  liable  to  be 
thought  beside  themselves,  by  some,  for  the  subject- 
matter  of  their  discourses ;  by  others^  for  the  impor- 
tunity and  freedom  of  their  addresses  to  the  consciences 
of  their  hearers.  We  are,  however,  encouraged  by  St. 
-Paul's  example,  and  we  adopt  his  apology :  If  we  are 
beside  ourselves,  it  is  to  God.  We  speak  in  his  name, 
and  the  message  wc  deliver,  so  far  as  agreeable  to  the 
Scripture,  is  from  him,  and  to  him  we  are  responsible. 
If  we  are  sober,  if  we  expostulate  and  reason  with  you 
in  familiar  language  upon  the  uncertainty  of  life,  the 
certainty  of  death,  and  a  future  judgment,  and  other 
truths,  which  none  but  infidels  will  venture  to  deny,  it 
is  for  your  sakes. 

The  word  enthusiasm  is  often  used  by  the  same 

•  Acts  xxii.  22.  +  Acts  xxviii.  20. 
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person,  in  two  very  difierent  senses.  It  is  a  tenn*<if 
commendation  when  applied  to  orators,  poets,  paint- 
ers, or' sculptors,  and  expresses  the  energy  of  genius. 
No  one  is  expected  to  excel  in  the  fine  arts  without  « 
portion  of  enthusiasm  ;  and  it  is  supposed  essential  to 
military  prowess.  But  it  has  quite  another  accepta- 
tion in  religious  concerns.  If  a  minister  of  the  Gospel 
is  warm  and  earnest,  he  is  frequently  stigmatized  as  an 
enthusiast,  that  is,  as  the  imposers  of  the  name  would 
have  it  understood,  a  person  of  a  weak  mind  and  dis- 
ordered judgment,  if  he  be  really  sincere ;  for,  many 
are  willing  to  suppose  that  his  enthusiasm,  is  no  more 
than  a  mask  or  veil,  assumed  to  cover  the  artful  .views 
of  a  designing  hypocrite. 

For  myself,  it  is  a  small  thing  for  roe  to  be  judged 
by  man's  judgment*.  At  my  time  of  life,  nearly  the 
close  of  my  seventy-fifth  year,  it  behooves  me  to  think 
it  very  possible,  yea,  not  improbable,  that  every  time  I 
appear  in  the  pulpit  may  be  my  last ;  and,  when  I  look 
round  upon  this  respectable  congregation,  I  doubtless 
see  some  persons  before  me  who  will  never  hear  me 
again.  Perhaps  we  shall  meet  no  more  in  this  world ; 
but  we  shall  certainly  meet  before  the  tribunal  of  the 
Great  Judge,  to  whom  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires 
known,  and  from  whom  no  secrets  are  hidden.  Then 
/must  give  an  account  of  my  ministry,  and  you  must 
give  an  account  of  yourselves  to  God.  Surely,  if  I 
believe  what  the  Scripture-  teaches  of  the  evil  of  sib, 
the  glory  of  the  Saviour,  the  worth  of  the  souli  and 
the  importance  of  eternity,  you  will  allow  me  to  speak 
with  the  same  degree  of  emotion.    As*  this  may  be  my 

•  1  Cor.  iv.  3. 
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iMt  •pfkNtunity,  if  there  were  bat  one  persoa  amoDgat 
M,  wIk)  hms  oot  yet  attended  duly  to  these  great  aub- 
jactey  I  must  not  let  him  depart  as  he  came ;  I  must 
warn  bim  by  the  terrors  iA  the  Lord ;  I  must  be^ 
aaech  him  by  his  tender  mercies*:  I  am  dasirous  to 
SMre  both  my  own  soul  and  the  souls  of  thoee  that  bear 
mat.  Whether  I  be  beside  myself,  or  sober,  it  is  for 
Iha  cause  of  God  and  for  your  sakes.  The  love  oC 
Christ  constraineth  me. 

•  We  may  observe  from  this  passage, 

•I.  The  grand  leading  motive  of  the  apoatle*a  oon- 
dnct,  -*  The  love  of  Christ  constrains  us/' 

•  II.  Two  doctrines  which  virtually  comprehand  the 
•whole  subjects  of  the  GospeUministry :  1.  The  pro- 
viaioQ  which  the  mercy  of  God  made  for  the  ceoovery 
of  fallen  man,  ''  One  died  for  all ;"  whence  he  infers, 
S.  ''  Then  were  all  dead.** 

III.  The  end  he  had  in  view,  and  which  he  hoped 
and  expected  to  obtain,  by  insisting  on  these  truths 
wherever  he  went :  *'  That  they  which  live  should  not, 
'*  henceforth,  live  to  themselves,  but  to  him  who  died 
^'  for  them  and  rose  again." 

I.  The  love  of  Christ  was  the  apostle's  chief  motive; 
it  constrained  him,  aw%^xu\  bore  lum  along  like  a  tor* 
sent,  in  defiance  of  labour,  hardship,  and  opposition. 
Many  of  us  know  the  force  of  love  in  social  life,  and 
feel  a  readiness  to  do,  bear,  or  forbear  much  for  those 
whom  we  greatly  love.  But  there  is  no  love  to  be 
compared  with  the  love  of  Christ.  He  is  the  bright- 
oess  of  the  Father's  glory;}:,  the  express  image  of  his 
person,  God  manifest  in  the  flesh  ;  all  things  were  cre- 
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ated  by  bim,  and  for  him ;  for,  tbis  hi^  wd  lofty  bii% 
who  inbabitotb  eternity*,  in  the  fulness  of  time^  astuoh 
cd  our  nature  into  personal  union  with  himself,  ww 
born  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  those 
that  were  under  the  law,  that  sinners,  believing  in  hie 
name,  might  not  only  escape  deserved  condemnation,' 
but  might  receive  the  adoption  of  sonsf*  For  tbif. 
great  purpose,  he  emptied  himself;  and,  though  in  the 
form  of  God,  he  appeared  upon  earth  in  the  form  ofe 
servant ;  submitted  to  a  state  of  poverty,. reproach^  and 
opposition,  was  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  liv^d  a 
sufferbg  life,  and  terminated  his  sufferings  by  a  crud 
and  ignominious  death ;  for,  he  became  obedient  unto 
death,  even  the  death  of  the  eross  j:.  Therefore,  Go4 
highly  exalted  his  human  nature,  and  has  given  him  e 
name  above  every  name*  The  Lamb,  once  upon  thf 
cross,  is  now  the  Lanib^  upon  the  throne,  possessing 
and  exercising  all  power  in  heaven  and  on  e«tlL  Yet 
he  is  still  mindful  of  those  for  whom  he  suffered ;  bis 
heart  is  made  of  tenderness ;  bis  bowels  melt  with 
love ;.  he  appears  in  the  presence  of  God  for  them  ^ 
as  their  great  high  priest,  advocate,  and  intercessw. 
By  his  holy  word  he  invites,  and  by  the  power  of  his 
Holy  Spirit  he  draws,  and  encourages^  and  enables 
the  weary  and  heavy-laden  to  come  unto  him  for  rest 
He  declares,  that  they  who  apply  to  him,  he  will  mM 
xmst  cast  out ;  and  he  promises  to  save  them  to  the 
uttermost  \;  to  support  and  guide  them  safely  througli 
all  their  conflicts,  temptations,  and  trials,  while  they  eie 
here;  to  lead  them  safely  through  the  dark  valley  ef 
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the  shadow  of  death  ;  and  then  to  receive,  them  to 
himself,  that  they  may  be  ever  with  him  to  behold  his 
glory*. 

•  Such  is  the  love  of  Christ ; — or  rather,  we  may  be 
ashadned  of  the  faintness  of  our  conceptions  of  this 
love.  When  we  attempt  to  consider  the  glory  of  his 
divine  person,  the  depth  of  his  humiliation,  the  un- 
known sorrows  and  agonies  which  wrung  his  heart  in 
Gethsemane  and  on  Mount  Golgotha,  and  that  he  en- 
dared  all  this  for  his  enemies,  even  for  those  whose 
hearts  were,  both  by  nature  and  habit,  alienated  from 
him,  the  power  he  exerts  in  reconciling  them  to  him- 
self, the  blessings  he  bestows  upon  them  in  this  life, 
when  they  are  renewed  by  hb  grace,  and  the  eternal 
happiness  he  has  prepared  for  them  in  a  future  state, — 
I  say,  when  we  attempt  to  conceive  of  this  love,  in 
Hs  origin,  progress,  and  effects,  we  are  soon  over- 
whelmed, our  thoughts  are  swallowed  up,  and  we  can 
only  wonder  and  adore  in  silence.  Thb  love  of 
Christ  to  sinners  is  inexpressible ;  unsearchable,  and 
passing  knowledge ;  it  is  an  ocean  without  either  bot- 
tom or  shore. 

They  who  have  obtained  mercy,  who  know  and 
love,  and  trust  him,  have  likewise  their  peculiar  and 
appropriate  reasons  for  admiring  his  love.  They  often 
reflect  on  what  they  were  doing,  and  whither  they  were 
going,  when  he  first  touched  their  hearts  and  made 
them  willing  to  receive  him  as  their  prophet,  priest, 
and  king.  They  are  sensible  that,  if  they  had  died  in 
their  ignorance,  they  must  have  been  lost  for  ever :  and, 
while  they  see  many  of  their  fellow-creatures,  no  worse 
by  nature  than  themselves,  who  live  in  the  world,  with- 
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put  God,  and  without  Cbrist,  and  who  dic^  it  is  to  be 
feared,  without  any  solid  ground  of  hope,  they  rejoice, 
with  trembling,  for  that  undeserved  and  unsought  mcrcy^ 
which  preserved  them  from  going  down  into  the  pit  of 
destruction,  when  their  sins  were  unpardoned,  and  their 
hearts  unhumbled.  They  confess  that  they  were  bar- 
ren trees  in  God's  vineyard  ;  and,  though  he  had  a  right 
to  expect  fruit  from  them,  and  waited  year  after  year^ 
he  found  none.  Why  then  were  they  not  cut  down  as 
cumberers  of  the  ground  ?  It  was  owing  to  the  gra^ 
cious  interposition  of  the  Great  Mediator  whom  they 
had  long  disregarded.  Thus,  as  we  have  observed,  i^ 
was  with  our  apostle.  The  pride  of  his  heart,  and  the 
prejudices  of  his  education,  had  fired  him  with  rage 
against  the  cause  and  the  people  of  the  Lord.  He 
.seems  to  have  been  no  less  active  and  furious  in  op- 
posing them  than  Herod.  But  Herod  was  suddenly 
cut  off,  and  devoured  by  worms  ;  whereas  Paul  of 
Tarsus,  who  had  done  much  mischief^  while  meditating 
more,  was  suddenly  convinced,  humbled,  and  pardoned. 
We  cannot  wonder  that  the  love  of  Christ  was  the  con- 
straining motive  of  his  conduct  from  that  time  to  the 
end  of  his  life. 

Oh,  that  we  all  knew  the  need  and  the  worth  of 
this  Saviour  !  Then  we  should  all  love  him  !  This  will 
be  .the  deciding  point  at  last.  St.  Paul,  writing  by  in- 
spiration of  God,  says,  in  one  place,  ''  Grace  be  with  ijili 
*^  them  that  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity*."  Jo 
another  place,  under  the  same  influence,  he  denounces 
an  awful  sentence  against  those  who  love  him  not :  ^'  If 
^^  any  man  love  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be 
"  anathemaf."  This  was  by  no  means  the  apostle's  n  ish; 
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he  would  irillibgly  bavift  been  made  att  anathema  btinJL 
self  after  tbe  manner  of  Christ*,  if  be  could  thereby 
procure  tbe  salvation  of  his  enemies  who  sbught  his  lifb 
in  every  place.  But  he  declared  the  will  of  God,  that 
if  any  man,  who  hears,  or  might  hear,  the  record  that 
God  has  given  of  his  Sod,  refuses  to  love  and  serve 
him,  and  lives  and  dies  a  stranger  to  bis  love,  he  must, 
he  will,  be  accursed  !  for, 

II.  He  is  the  One,  tbe  mighty  One,  who  died  for 
all.     The  sacrifices,  which  were  types  of  hisappear^ 
ance  in  the  fulness  of  time  to  put  away  sin  by  the  sa- 
crifice of  himself,  were  appropriated  for  the  instructiofi 
and  consolation  of  the  people  of  Israel.     But  now  th^ 
partition-wall  is  broken  down.  This  distinction  between 
Jew  and  Gentile  is  removed.     Jesus  died,  that  all,  of 
every  age  and  nation,  whether  high  or  low,  rich  or  poor, 
bond  or  free,  who,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  to  iblt 
ctid  of  time,  should  believe  in  his  name,  might  live 
through  him.      As  the  sun,  his  great  visible  emblem, 
£Us  every  eye  with  his  light,  and  would  do  so,  were 
they  as  numerous  as  the  leaves  upon  the  trees  or  the 
blades  of  grass  in  the  fields,  without  the  least  diminu- 
tion of  his  effulgence;  so  this  Lord  God,  our  Saviour^ 
the  sun  of  the  intellectual  world,  is  the  same  yester- 
day, to-day,  and  for  ever.     Wherever  the  word  of  hii5 
Gospel  is  known,  he  makes  it  his  power  to  the  salva- 
tion of  all  who  believe  on  him.    The  value  and  efficacv 
of  his  atonement  and  righteousness  are  inexhaustible^. 
It  is  true,  the  blind  are  in  darkness  at  noon-day ;  but 
this  Sun  of  Righteousness  not  only  affords  light  to  those 
who  can  see,  but  gives  sight  to  the  blind.     He  inviteis 
all  to  come  to  him  for  relief;  but  many  refuse  to  apply. 
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Th^  prefer  darkness  to  light,  because  their  deeds  are 
evil.  Bui  all  ivbo  seek  him,  and  wait  for  him,  ia 
the  ^vay  of  his  appointment,  are  graciously  accepted  i 
they  receive  their  sight ;  they  look  to  him,  and  are  saved; 
He  has  declared,  Him  that  cometh  I  will  in  no  wise  cast 
out,  whatever  their  former  characters  or  conduct  may 
have  been  ^  but  they  who,  though  repeatedly  wooed  and 
warned,  will  not  come,  if  they  persist  in  their  obstinacy, 
must  perish  in  unbelief;  for  be  is  sovereign  in  the  dis- 
pensation of  his  grace. 

If  One,  if  this  One,  the  only-beloved  Son  of  God, 
died  thus  for  all ;  if  the  Lord  of  Glory  humbled  himself 
to  assume  our  nature,  and  became  obedient  unto  death, 
even  the  death  of  the  cross ;  it  surely  must  be  for  some 
very  important  de^gn,  worthy  of  himself,  and  which 
he  alone  was  able  to  accomplish.  The  apostle  briefly 
states  tlie  necessity  and  urgency  of  the  case,  by  way  of 
inference:  If  one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead. 
The  Scripture  abundantly  declares  the  state  of  fallea 
man,  of  all  mankind,  to  be  a  state  of  death.  We  art 
all,  by  nature,  dead  in  a  twofold  sense ;  dead  in  law^ 
and  dead  in  j/it. 

Wlien  a  criminal  has  been  tried,  convicted,  and  con- 
demned to  death  in  a  court  of  justice,  we  speak  of  him 
as  a  dead  man,  though  the  sentence  be  not  yet  ex&- 
cuted,  and  the  king  has  the  prejrogative  of  pardoning 
h  im,  if  he  is  pleased  to  exercise  mercy.  We  indeed 
compare  great  things  with  small,  when  we  attempt  to 
illustrate  the  proceedings  of  God  with  men,  by  the 
usages  which  obtain  among  ourselves ;  yet,  in  some  re^ 
spects,  they  are  often  apposite^  and  the  Scripture  teaches 
us  by  them. 

As  we  are  rational  creatures,  capable  of  knowing  our 

Maker,  and  our  dependence  upon  him  for  life,  and 
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breath,  and  all  things ;  we  are  bound  td  love  God  with 
all  our  hearts,  to  devote  our  strength,  power,  and  far 
culties  to  his  service,  to  obey  hb  commands,  to  avoid 
whatever  is  contrary  to  his  known  will,  to  believe  his 
promises,  and  to  seek  our  happiness  in  his  favour. 
This  is  the  law  of  our  nature,  it  is  indeed  the  law  of  all 
created  intelligences,  whether  angels  or  men.  When 
God  created  man  upright,  in  his  owu  image,  thb  obe- 
dience and  submission,  and  a  disposition  to  seek  bis 
supreme  delifsht  in  his  Maker,  were  as  natural  to  him 
as  it  is  tor  a  fish  to  s\%  im  or  a  bird  to  fly.  But  this  lavr 
we  have  broken.  We  are  now  depraved,  and  fallen 
from  our  original  righteousness.  We  are  now  in  a  state 
of  rebtUion  against  God.  We  renounce  his  authority, 
violate  his  commands,  are  governed  by  our  own  will, 
and  seek  our  own  pleasure  and  glory,  dbtinct  from,  and 
in  opposition  to,  ttie  will  and  glory  of  our  Creator ! 
The  law  which  we  have  broken  is  bol}r,  just,  and  good*  ; 
and,  therefore,  the  sentence  of  condemnation  denounced 
against  the  transj^rtssors  is  righteous.  We  come  into 
the  world  devoid  ot  all  real  goodneiss,  and  with  a  pro- 
pensity to  every  evil.  The  carnal  mind  is  enmity 
against  God.  The  heart  of  man,  of  all  mankind  uni- 
versally, is  deceitful  and  desperately  wicked ;  the 
thoughts  of  men,  when  compared  with  the  holy  law, 
are  evil,  only  evil,  and  that  continual  lyt-  Thus  we  are 
in  a  state  of  condemnation ;  by  nature,  children  of 
wrath.  But  we,  through  the  mercy  and  long-sufiering 
of  God,  are  favoured  with  a  respite.  The  just'  sen- 
tence is  not  yet  executed ;  and  the  Gospel  points  out  a 
way  of  escape  and  deliverance.  For  this  purpose  God 
sent  forth  his  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him 
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might  be  saved ;  but  he  that  believeth  not  is  cond6ain«> 
ed  already*. 

We  are  likewise  dead  in  sb.     We  partake  with  the 
brute  creation  in  the  animal  life,  but  are  highly  distin- 
guished from  them  by  the  rational  life.     There  is  like- 
wise a  spirityal  life,  of  which  our  first  parent  was  ori- 
ginally possessed,  but  he  soon  lost  it.     In  this  sense^ 
when  he  sinned  against  God,  he  died  instantly.     What 
the  poet  ascribes  to  Beelzebub  is  true  of  man  ;  he  still 
retains  some  marks  of  his  pristine  greatness ;  he  is  ma- 
jestic though  in  ruins ;  he  is  alive  as  to  the  concerns  of 
this  world,  and  his  attempts  and  success  give  indica- 
tions of  his  native  dignity ;  the  sciences  and  the  fine 
arts  exhibit  proofs  of  his  genius  and  ability :  he  under- 
takes to  measure  the  earth,  to  weigh  the  air,  and  almost 
to  number  and  marshal  the  stars.     What  discoveries 
have  been  made  in  geometry,  natural  history,  and  che- 
mistry! What  powers  are  displayed  in  architecture, 
sculpture,  painting,  poetry,  and  music !  But  with  re- 
spect to  the  concerns  of  his  immortal  soul,  and  the 
great  realities  of  the  unseen  world,  man,  by  nature,  is 
(dead  as  a  stone.     The  dead  body  of  Lazarus  was  not: 
more  incapable  of  performing  the  functions  of  common 
life,  than  we,  by  nature,  are  of  performing  one  spiritual 
act,  or  even  of  feeling  one  Spiritual  desire ;  till  He  who, 
by  his  commanding  word,  raised  Lazarus  from  the 
gravef,  is  pleased,  by  the  power  of  his  Holy  Spirit,  to 
raise  us  from  the  death  of  sin  unto  a  new  life  of  right- 
eousness.    He  who,  we  profess  to  believe,  will .  one 
day  come  to  be  our  judge,  has  assured  us  that  except 
a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  even  see  the  kingdom 
of  God;};.     He  has  no  faculty  suited  to  the  perception  ef 
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what  belongs  either  to  the  kingdom  of  grace  upon  eartb^ 
or  what  is  revealed  of  the  kingdom  of  glory  in  beaveiib 
The  result  of  his  closest  reasonings  and  shrewdest  con- 
jectures upon  these  subjects  leave  him  in  utter  ignorance 
Ad  darkness.  As  no  description  can  commumcate 
an  idea  of  sunshine  or  the  colours  of  a  rainbow  to  m 
idan  born  blind,  so  the  natural  man  cannot  discern  tfac 
things .  of  God,  for  they  can  only  be  spiritually  dis- 
cerned*. 

But  Jesus  died  and  rose  again.  As  our  sorely,  he 
sustained  the  curse  of  the  law  to  deliver  us  firon  con- 
demnation ;  and,  when  he  ascended  on  high  to  appear 
in  the  presence  of  God  for  us,  he  received  gifts  for  re- 
bellious man,  eminently  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit^  tbafe 
Ibe  Lord  God  might  dwell  among  tbemf.  Thus  the 
promise  the  Lord  made  by  the  prophet  Essekiei  is  ful-* 
filled,  *'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you;}: ;"  and  then 
they  who  before  were  dead^  begin  to  live. 

A  load  of  guilt  and  depravity  lies  unfelt  upon  the 
dead  sinner ;  but,  when  he  receives  the  principle  of  a 
new  life,  he  groans,  being  burdened.  The  eyes  of  his 
understanding  are  opened.  New)  and,  till  then,  un- 
tbought-of  objects,  press  upon  his  notice.  The  views 
he  now  has  of  God,  of  himself,  and  of  eternity,  would 
overwhelm  him,  if  he  was  not  warranted  and  enabled  to 
Jook  to  Jesu8§  as  an  all-sufficient  and  gracious  Saviour. 
From  that  hour  he  lives  indeed!  his  sins  are  pardoned, 
his  fears  dispelled,  his  heart  beats  with  love  and  grati- 
tude. Old  things  are  passed  away,  and  all  things  are 
become  new.  He  now  lives  no  more  to  himself,  but 
to  Him  who  died  for  him  and  rose  again. 

III.  This  was  what  the  apostle  aimed  at,  and  ex- 

•  1  Cor.  ii.  14.        f  P^-  ^^^i"  IB-         *  Ezek.  xxxn.  27.        $  U%.  xlv.  2?. 


ike  Lne  of  €kfri$L  M7 

pected,  as  the  result  and  the  reward  of  bis  labours,  tbat 
the  loTe  of  Him  who  died  for  ali  might  constrain  thosa 
who  live,  to  live  ho  more  to  themselves,  but  to  Him. 
'  When  the  sinneri  who  was  toe  long  governed  by  the 
mean  and  harrow  principle  of  self,  is  enabled  to  believe 
in  Jesus  for  salvation,  he  feels  the  force  of  the  apostle's 
words,  Ye  are  bought  with  a  price,  ye  are  no  longi^ 
your  own  :  therefore  glorify  God  with  your  body  and 
your  spirit,  which  are  his*.  This  thought  expands  his 
mind  and  elevates  his  aims.  So  far  as  his  iaith  is  in 
exercise,  he  is  constrained  by  love,  inspired  by  grati* 
tude,  and  aninlated  by  confidence  and  hope,  to  live  no 
more  to  himself,  but  to  Him  who  loved  him,  and  gave 
himself  for  him.  He  is  now  the  devoted  servant  of  his 
Lord,  is  governed  by  his  precepts  and  example,  and 
employs  his  time,  talents,  and  influence,  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow-creatures  for  the  Lord's  sakek 
Hb  new  principles  have  this  efiect  upon  him  in  wbal«^ 
ever  situation  the  providence  of  God  places  him«  *  If 
he  be  poor,  they  teach  him  contentment,  frugality,' and 
industry ;  if  rich,  he  is  moderate,  condescending,  and 
bountiful,  and  ready  for  every  good  work,  either  tOf 
promote  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  or  to  relieve  the* 
necessitous^  The  golden,  plain,  and  comprehensive 
mle,  of  doing  to  others  as  he  could  reasonably  wish, 
others,  in  similar  cases,  would  do  unto  him,  is  iop 
wrought  into  the  very  temper  and  habit  of  his  mind. 
In  a  word,  the  true  Christian,  whether  in  public  or  ia 
private  life,  whether  a  husband  or  a  wife,  a  parent  or  a 
child,  a  master  or  a  servant;  whether  possessed  of  rank 
and  wealthy  or  appointed  by  the  providence  of  God  ta 
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sweep  the  street  for  his  subsistence,  in  all  stations  and 
circumstances,  is  ambitious  to  let  bis  light  shine  before 
men,  for  the  honour  of  Grod ;  and  to  be  filled  with  those 
fruits  of  righteousness  which  are  by  Jesus  Christ  to  his 
praise  and  glory. 

.  Should  these  effects  of  the  constraining'  love  of 
Christ  be  disputed  by  persons  of  any  candour,  we 
could,  degenerate  as  the  present  times  are,  refer  them 
to  liting  instances.  We  can  point  out  to  them  persons, 
who  once  were  a  burden  to  themselves,  a  terror  to  their, 
families,  a  nuisance  in  their  connexions,  who,  by  re- 
ceiving the  truths  of  the  Gospel,  under  the  teaching  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  by  feelmg  the  constraining  love 
of  Christ,  are,  in  all  these  respects,  become  new  crea* 
tures*  And  I  little  doubt  that  there  are  those  now  be- 
fore me,  to  whom  I  may  say,  Such  were  some  of  you, 
'  but  ye  are  washed,  but  ye  are  sanctified,  but  ye  are 
justified,  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus,  and  by  the 
Spirit  of  our  God*. 

What  shall  we  then  say  of  the  attempts  of  modem 
philosophers,  so  called,  who,  if  they  could  prevail  by 
spreading  the  gloomy  sophisms  of- infidelity,  would 
deprive  mankind  of  that  light  and  comfort  of  which 
the  holy  Scripture,  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  is  the 
only  source  ?  But,  as  the  raging  waves  of  the  sea,  in  a 
storm,  make  no  impression  upon  the  rock  against  which 
they  successively  dash  themselves  into  foam,  and  die 
away  at  its  foot,  so  their  most  subtle,  laboured,  and 
malignant  efforts  to  suppress  the  glorious  Gospel  of  the 
blessed  Godf,  will  only  issue  in  their  own  contusion. 
Magna  est- Veritas^  et  prevaltbit.  Truth  will  triumph 
over  all  opposition.     The  church  of  God,  composed 
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^f  all  the  living  members  of  that  body  of  which  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  the  living  head,  is  founded  upon 
jBi  rock)  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  shall  never  pre- 
vail. There  will  always  be  a  people,  who,  animated 
by  a  sense  of  the  constraining  love  of  Christ,  will  bear 
testimony  to  the  power  of  his  grace,  and  give  evidence, 
by  the  general  tenour  of  their  conduct  in  life,  their  pa- 
tience and  peace  in  afQiction,  their  love  to  their  fellow- 
creatures,  and  their  joyful  hopes  of  immortality  when 
flesh  and  heart  are  fainting,  that  they  have  neither  fol-' 
lowed  cunningly  devised  fables,  nor  amused  themselves 
with  empty  notions  of  truth. 

It  is  upon  this  ground  that  I  am  encouraged  to  so-^ 
licit  your  liberal  assistance  to  the  school  of  Langboum 
Ward.  I  seldom  say  much  upon  these  occasions, 
having  had  repeated  proofs  of  the  generosity  of 
my  stated  auditory,  and  no  reason  to  doubt  the 
good  will  and  concurrence  of  the  rest  of  my  hearers. 
Let  the  sight  of  the  children  before  you  plead  in 
their  behalf.  The  institution  I  am  now  to  recom- 
mend will,  I  hope,  preserve  these  children,  and 
many  more  in  succession,  from  those  habits  of  idleness, 
intemperance,  and  profligacy,  which  too  frequently 
mark  the  character  of  those  who  were  destitute  of  in«- 
struction  and  education  in  their  early  years.  By  the 
benefit  of  our  public  charity-schools,  and  particularly  of 
this,  many  boys  have  been  trained  up  to  honesty,  sobriety, 
and  usefulness,  who  might  otherwise  have  been  nui- 
sances to  society ;  and  some  have  not  only  obtained  a 
good  character  as  apprentices  and  servants,  but,  by 
their  integrity  and  industry,  have  reputably  risen  to. 
affluence  and  influence.     Could  all  the  children  of  the 
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poor  be  thus  cared  for,  be  taught  the  first  priociples  of 
religioQ,  and  habituated  to  respect  the  Lord  s  Day,  and 
to  attend  od  public  worship,  it  is  probable  that  the 
number  of  depredators  who  infest  our  streets  and 
foadsy  or  break  into  houses,  and  end  their  unhappy 
lives  on  the  gallows,  would  be  much  diminished. 

The  awful  times  in  which  we  live,  render  thes6  in- 
stitutions peculiarly  worthy  of  attention  and  encoa- 
ragement  1  cannot  speak  positively  from  my  own 
knowledge,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  abet* 
tors  of  the  French  principles  of  infidelity  and  anarchy 
have  seminaries  where  children,  of  all  descriptions^ 
find  ready  and  welcome  admission.  It  is  even  said 
that  they  are  paid  for  their  attendance.  It  is,  how* 
ever,  certain,  that  a  spirit  of  insubordination,  and  a  de- 
fiance of  all  laws,  human  or  divine,  have  rapidly  spread^ 
'End  are  still  rapidly  spreading,  among  the  lower  classes 
of  our  people.  The  liberty  and  equality  inculcated  in 
these  schools  is  not  like  that  which,  under  our  mild  and 
equitable  laws,  gives  every  person  an  equal  advantage 
for  rising  in  life,  by  the  proper  and  diligent  improve- 
ment of  his  talents ;  but  is  adapted  to  confound  all 
order  and  distinction,  and  to  reduce  us  to  the  common 
level  of  a  savage  and  barbarous  state.  It  is  therefore 
the  common  interest  of  all,  and  especially  of  persons 
of  property,  to  exert  themselves  in  their  places  to 
counteract  this  baneful  design. 

But  I  have  a  higher  consideration  to  propose  to  you, 
who  know  the  worth  of  souls,  and  have  felt  the  power 
of  the  constraining  love  of  Christ. 

When  a  child  is  born  that  is  heir  to  a  title  or  a  great 
fortune,  it  usually  causes  much  joy  to  the  family,  and 
much  congratulation  from  their  friends.     The  birth  of 
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))oof  children  is  less  noticed ;  but  the  birth  of  any  child, 
whether  of  a  prince  or  a  pauper,  is  an  event  of  great, 
yea,  of  equal  importance,  if  we  form  our  judgment  by 
the  standard  of  the  unerring  word  of  God :  when  a 
child  is  born,  a  new  existence  begins,  which  will  never 
end.  The  preseot  life  of  the  children  before  you  is 
precarious,  but  their  souls  are,  by  God's  constitution 
and  appointment,  immortal.  Perhaps  you  may  see 
them  no  more  upon  earth,  but  you  will  surely  meet 
them  again  at  the  great  day,  when  you,  and  I,  and 
they,  must  all  stand  before  the  judgment* seat  of  Christ 
Though  education  alone  cannot  convert  them,  it  is  in 
the  number  of  those  means  which  God  has  enjoined 
us  to  use,  and  which  he  has  promised  to  bless  for  that 
purpose.  Happy  are  they  who  are  instrumental  ia 
saving  a  soul  from  death !  Happy  and  honoured  will 
you  be,  if,  from  a  sense  of  his  love,  who,  when  be  was 
rich,  made  himself  poor  for  your  sakes*,  you,  accord- 
ing to  your  abilities,  imitate  his  example,  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  your  fellow-creatures.  You  may  do 
much  in  this  way,  by  contributing  to  the  instruction  of 
poor  children,  and  thereby  shielding  them  from  tlic 
snares  and  temptations  to  wbioh  ignorant  and  neglected 
youth  are  exposed.  You  know  not  but,  in  the  day  of 
final  award,  some  of  these  children  may  stand  nitii 
you  on  the  right  band  of  our  Saviour  and  Judge,  and- 
you  may  hear  him  say.  Inasmuch  as  vou  did  it  to  the 
least  of  these,  ve  did  it  unto  met ! 

Thus  muqh  in  behalf  of  the  school.     But  my  heart ' 
is  too  much  impressed  by  ihc  sight  of  this  numerous 
and  respectable  auditory,  and  by  my  sincere  regard  for 
the  true  hap[>ines.s  of  every  individual  before  me^.  to 
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permit  me  to  conclade  till  I  have  addressed  you  on  a 
sabject  of  more  jjeneral  concern.  I  am  not  preaching 
to  Je\V8  or  Mahometans,  but  to  professed  Christians. 
I  am  willing  to  take  it  for  granted,  that*  we  all  agree 
in  acknowledging  that  the  Scripture,  the  whole  Scrip- 
ture, is  a  revelation  of  the  will  of  God.  I  hope  there 
is  not  a  person  here,  however  immersed  in  the  business, 
or  drawn  aside  b}'  the  amusements  and  pleasures,  of 
the  world,  who,  if  he  were  desired  to  throw  the  Bible, 
with  deliberation  and  contempt,  into  tb^  fire,  would 
not  be  shocked  at  the  proposal.  I  think  he  would  say,^ 
If  I  have  not  paid  that  attention  to  the  Bible  which  it 
deserves,  yet  surely  I  am  not  so  wicked  and  presump- 
tuous as  to  burn  it.  But  permit  me  to  ask  you  in  love, 
If  it  be  indeed  the  word  of  God,  why  have  you  not 
paid  that  attention  to  it  which  it  deserves  }  The  same 
reasons,  which  would  deter  you  from  wilfully  throwing 
it  into  the  fire,  should  induce  you  to  study  it  carefully, 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  your  hope  aqd  the  rule  of 
your  life ;  for,  if  it  be  indeed  the  word  of  God,  it  is  the 
rule  by  which  your  characters  will  be  decided,  and 
your  everlastinj^  state  fixed,  according  to  the  tenour  of 
the  Gospel,  which  proclaims  salvation  to  all  who  have 
repentance  towards  God  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  and  to  those  only. 

It  is  painful  to  a  serious  mind  to  observe  how  much 
the  Bible  is  neglected.  I  have  known  some  great 
houses  in  which  this  book  could  not  be  found.  In 
others,  if  it  has  a  place  in  the  library,  it  is  seldom  re- 
moved from  the  shelf.  Perhaps  there  is  no  book  so 
little  read,  understood,  or  regarded,  as  the  book  of 
God,  by  multitudes  who  are  not  unwilling  to  be  called 
Christians.  What  an  aftVont  is  this  to  the  Almighty ! 
A  message  from  the  king,  or  an  act  of  parliament,  en- 
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gages  the  attention  of  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
subje€t*niatter,  while  the  revealed  will  of  God,  our 
Creator,  compared  with  whom  all  the. kings,  nations, 
and  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  are  but  as  a  drop  of 
water  to  the  sea,  or  the  small  dust  upon  a  balance,  b 
treated  with  indifference;  though  every  person  who 
can  have  access  to  it,  is  deeply  and  equally  interested 
in  its  contents.  Should  there  be  but  a  few  of  my 
hearers,  who,  through  their  engagements  and  pursuits 
in  life,  have  hitherto  been  remiss  and  negligent  in  ac« 
quainting  theoaselves  with  the  principal  facts  and  truths 
recorded  in  the  Bible,  neither  my  conscience  nor  my 
compassion  will  permit  me  to  close  my  discourse  till  I 
have  briefly  expostulated  with  them  ;  as  it  is  possible  I 
may  never  have  another  opportunity,  and  perhaps  the 
providence  of  God  has  brought  them  hither  this  morn- 
ing for  their  good. 

Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there  may  be  amongst 
us  in  other  respects,  we  are  universally  agreed  as  to 
the  certainty  of  death  and  the  uncertainty  of  lifei  We 
are  sure  fhsi  all  must  die ;  and,  after  death,  if  the 
Scriptures  be  true,  we  must  appear  before  God  in 
judgment  Nor  have  we  any  warrant  to  assure  our- 
selves that  we  shall  live  to  the  end  of  the  present  year, 
or  even  week.  '^  Boast  not  thyself  of  to-morrow,  for 
^'  thou  knowest  not  what  a  day  may  bring  forth*."  We 
often  read  or  hear  of  sudden  deaths,  and  sometimes  of 
those  who,  after  a  lingering  illness,  die  as  suddenly, 
to  their  own  apprehensions  of  the  event,  as  if  they  had 
died  by  a  flash  of  lightning.  It  is  no  less  a  proof  than 
a  fruit  of  that  depravity  which  the  Scripture  charges 
upon  the  whole  human  race,  that  men,  who  are  so 
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active  and  solicitous  in  managing  the  temporal,  transient 
affairs,  of  time,  to  promote  what  they  conceive  most  to 
their  advantage,  should  be  totally  indifferent  to  what 
may  be  their  allotment  in  a  state  unchangeable  and 
eternal ! 

Permit  me  briefly  to  remind  you,  that  the  Scripture 
concludes  us  all  under  sin,  and  exposed  to  the  just 
displeasure  of  our  Great  Creator,  Proprietor,  Law- 
giver, and  Benefactor.     He  formed  us  for  himself,  and 
gave  a  thirst  and  capacity  for  happiness  which  only 
himself  can  satisfy.      Our  relation  to  Him,  as  intel- 
ligent creatures,  who  iive,^  move,  and  have  our  being 
in  Him,  and  cannot  subsist  a  moment  without  Him, 
biqds  us  to  love  Him  supremely,  to  devote  all  our 
powers  and  faculties  to  his  service.     This  is  the  law  of 
our  nature.      This  law  we  have  broken  ;  we  all  of  us 
have  lived  too  long,  and  some  of  us  are  still  living, 
without  God  in  the  world.      We  have  made  our  own 
will  and  our  own  gratification  the  rule  and  end  of  our 
conduct,  instead  of  his  will  and  glory.     We  have  in- 
curred the  penalty  annexed  to  the  breach  of  this  law. 
We  are  sinners,  the  wages  of  sin  is  death,  and  the  ex- 
tent of  that  sentence  is  everlasting  destruction  from  the 
presence  of  the   Lord  and  the  glory  of  his  power. 
How  sliall  we  escape  ?  What  shall  we  do  to  be  saved  ? 
To  those  wlio  are  sensible  of  their  desert  and  dan- 
ger, the  Gospel  points  out  relief  and  a  refuge.     Jesus 
invites  the  weary  and  burdened  sinner,  and  says,  "Him 
'*  that  cometh,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out."     You  have 
beard  something  of  his  glorious  person,  power,  autho- 
rity, and  love.      He  is  able,  he  is  willing,  he  has  pro- 
mised to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  to  God 
by  Him.     Oh  that  to-day  you  may  hear  his  voice,  and 
comply  with  his  invitation !  If  you  cordially  receive 
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the  record  which  God  has,  by  his  own  voice 
heaven,  given,  *'  This  is  my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  1  ^ 
*^  well  pleased !"  ile  will,  for  his  sake,  be  well  pleased 
with  you ;  if  you  approve  of  this  ^ay  of  salvation,  in 
which  justice  and  mercy  harmonise,  which  ascribes  all 
the  glory  to  God,  teaches  us  to  hate  sin,  and  inspires 
the  love  of  holiness,  as  essential^  to  happiness,  then 
this  Saviour,  and  all  the  fulness  of  his  salvation,  will 
assuredly  be  yours.  You  will  then  renounce  every 
other  hope,  you  will  no  longer  trust  or  boast  in  your- 
selves, but  you  will  have  a  good  warrant  to  boast  and 
glory  in  your  Saviour,  and  to  say.  In  the  Lord  I  have 
righteousness  and  strength.  The  Lord  is  my  sliepherd, 
therefore  I  shall  not  want,  I  need  not  fear ;  he  will 
support  me  by  his  arm,  cheer  me  with  his  presence^ 
protect  me  by  his  power,  guide  me  by  his  counsels, 
jmd  afterwards  receive  me  to  glory  i 
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X.  HE  nature  and  effects  of  that  unhappy  and  disgrace-^ 
ful  branch  of  commerce^  which  has  long  been  main- 
tained on  the  coast  of  Africa,  with  the  sole  and  pro- 
fessed design  of  purchasing  our  fcllow-creaturos,  in 
order  to  supply  our  West-India  islands  and  the  Ame- 
rican colonies,  when  they  were  ours,  with  slaves,  is 
now  generally  understood.  So  much  light  has  been 
thrown  upon  the  subject  by  many  able  pens,  and  so 
many  respectable  persons  have  already  engaged  to  use 
their  utmost  influence  for  the  suppression  of  a  traffic 
which  contradicts  the  feelings  of  humanity,  that  it  is 
hoped  Ibis  stain  <5f  our  national  character  will  be  soon 
wiped  out 

If  I  attempt,  after  what  has  been  done,  to  throw  my 
mite  into  the  public  stock  of  information,  it  is  less  from 
an  apprehension  that  my  interference  is  necessary,  than 
from  a  conviction  that  silence,  at  such  a  time  and  on 
such  an  occasion,  would,  in  me,  be  criminal.  If  my 
testimony  should  not  be  necessary  or  serviceable,  yet 
perhaps,  I  am  hound  in  conscience  to  take  shame  to 
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myself  by  a  public  confession,  which,  however  sincere, 
comes  too  late  to  prevent  or  repair  the  misery  and  mis- 
chief to  which  I  have,  formerly,  been  accessary, 

I  hope  it  will  always  be  a  subject  of  humiliating  re- 
flection  to  me,  that  I  was  once  an  active  instrument  in 
a  business  at  which  my  heart  now  shudders.  My  bead- 
strong;  passions  and  follies  plunged  me,  in  early  life, 
into  a  succession  of  difficulties  and  hardships,  which,  at 
length,  reduced  me  to  seek  a  refuge  among  the  natives  of 
Africa.  There^  for  about  the  space  of  eighteen  months, 
I  was  in  effect,  though  without  the  name,  a  captive,  aqd 
a  slave  myself;  and  was  depressed  to  the  lowest  degree 
of  human  wretchedness.  Possibly  I  should  not  have 
been  so  completely  miserable,  had  I  lived  among  the 
natives  only,  but  it  was  my  lot  to  reside  with  wiiHe 
men ;  for  at  that  time  several  persons  of  my  own  co- 
lour and  language  were  settled  upon  that  part  of  the 
Windward  coast  which  lies  between  Sierra  Leon  and 
Cape  Mount ;  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  col- 
lecting slaves,  to  sell  to  the  vessels  that  arrived  from 
Europe. 

This  is  a  bourn  from  which  few  travellers  return,  who 
have  once  determined  to  venture  upon  a  temporary 
residence  there ;  but  the  good  providence  of  God,  with- 
out my  expectation,  and  almost  against  my  will,  deli- 
vered me  from  those  scenes  of  wickedness  and  wo  ; 
and  I  arrivedfat  Liverpool,  in  May,  1748.  I  soon  re- 
visited the  place  of  my  captivity,  as  mate  of  a  ship,  and, 
in  the  year  1750,  I  was  appointed  commander;  in 
which  capacity  I  made  three  voyages  to  the  Wind- 
ward coast  for  slaves. 

1  first  saw  the  coast  of  Guinea,  in  the  year  1745, 
and  took  my  last  leave  of  it  in  1 754.  It  was  not,  in- 
tentionally, a  farewell ;  but,  through  the  mercy  of  God, 
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it  proved  sa.  I  fitted  out  for  a  fourth  voyage,  apd 
was  upon  the  point  of  sailing,  when  I  was  arrested  by 
a  sudden  illness,  and  I  resigned  the  ship  to  another 
captain. 

Thus  I  was  unexpectedly  freed  from  this  disagree- 
a'>le  service.  Disagreeable  I  had  long  found  it ;  but  I 
think  I  should  have  quitted  it  sooner,  had  I  considered 
it  as  I  now  do,  to  be  unlawful  and  wrong.  But  I 
never  had  a  scruple  upon  this  head  at  the  time  ;  nor 
was  such  a  thought  once  suggested  to  me  by  any  friend. 
What  I  did  I  did  ignorantly ;  considering  it  as  the  line 
of  life  which  divine  providence  had  allotted  me,  and 
having  no  concern,  in  point  of  conscience,  but  to  treat 
the  slaves,  while  under  my  care,  with  as  much  hu- 
manity as  a  regard  to  my  own  safety  would  admit. 

The  experience  and  observation  of  nine  years,  would 
qualify  me  for  being  a  competent  witness  upon  this 
subject,  could  I  safely  trust  to  the  report  o(  memory, 
after  an  interval  of  more  than  thirty-three  years.     But 
in  the  course  of  so  long  a  period,  the  ideas  of  past 
scenes  and   transactions  grow   indistinct;   and  I  am 
aware,  that  what  I  have  s^een,  and  what  I  have  only 
heard  related,  may  by  this  time,  have  become  so  in- 
sensibly blended  together,  that,  in  some  cases,  it  may 
be  difficult  forme,  if  not  impossible,  to  distinguish  them 
with  absolute  certainty.     It  is,  however,  my  earnest 
desire,  and  will  therefore  engage  my  utmost  care,  that 
I  may  offer  nothing  in  writing,  as  from  my  own  know- 
ledge, which  I  could  not  cheerfully,  if  requisite,  con- 
firm upon  oath. 

That  part  of  the  African  shore,  which  lies  between 
the  river  Sierra  Leon,  lat.  8""  30'  N.  and  Cape  Palmas, 
is  usually  known  by  the  name  >  of  the  Windward,  or 
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GraiD  Coast.  The  extent,  (if  my  recollection  does  not 
fail  me,)  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  leagues.  There 
is  a  fort  upon  Ben^e  Island,  in  Sierra  Leon^  which  for- 
merly belonged  to  the  old  African  company  :  they  also 
had  a  fort  on  an  island  in  the  river  Sherbro ;  but  the 
former  was  in  private  hands,  and  of  the  latter  scarcely 
the  foundations  were  visible,  when  I  first  went  to 
Africa.  There  is  no  fort  or  factory  upon  this  coast, 
under  the  sanction  of  our  government ;  but  there  were, 
as  I  have  said,  and  probably,  still  are,  private  traders 
resident  at  Benee  Island,  at  the  Bananoes,  and  at  the 
Plantanes.  The  former  of  these  is  about  twelve,  and 
the  latter  twenty  leagues,  from  Sierra  Leon  to  the  south- 
east. 

By  these  persons,  the  trade  is  carried  oo,  in  boats 
and  shallops,  thirty  or  forty  leagues  to  the  northward, 
in  several  rivers  lying  within  the  shoals  of  Rio  Grande. 
But  the  most  northerly  place  of  trade  for  Shipping  is 
Sierra  Leon,  and  the  business  there,  and  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood, is  chiefly  transacted  with  tlie  white  men : 
but  from  Sherbro  to  Cape  Palmas,  directly  with  the 
natives.  Though  I  have  been  on  the  Gold  Coast,  and 
beyond  it  as  far  as  Cape  I^pez,  in  the  latitude  of  one 
or  two  degrees  south,  I  profess  no  knowledge  of  the 
Africaa  trade,  but  as  it  was  conducted  on  the  Windward 
Coast  when  I  was  concerned  in  it 

I  am  not  qualified,  and  if  I  were,  I  should  think  it 
rather  unsuitable  to  my  present  character  as  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel,  to  consider  the  African  slave  trade 
merely  in  a  political  light.  This  disquisition  more  pro- 
perly belongs  to  persons  in  civil  life.  Only  thus  far 
my  character  as  a  minister  will  allow  and  perhaps  re- 
quire me  to  observe,  that  the  best  human  policy  b 
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that  which  is  connected  with  a  reverential  regard  to 
AUnighty  God,  the  supreme  governor  of  the  earth. 
Every  plan,  which  aims  at  the  vrelfaraof  a  nation,  in 
defiance  of  his  authority  and  laws,  however  apparently 
wise,  will  prove  to  be  essentially  defective,  and,  if  per- 
sisted in,  ruinous.  The  righteous  Lord  loveth  right- 
eousness, and  he  has  engaged  to  plead  the  cause  and 
vindicate  the  wrongs  of  the  oppressed.  It  is  righteous- 
ness that  exaltetli  a  nation  !  and  wickedness  is  the  pre- 
sent reproach,  and  will,  sooner  or  Vater,  unless  repent- 
ance intervene,  prove  the  ruin  of  any  people. 

Perhaps  what  I  have  said  of  myself  may  be  applica- 
ble to  the  nation  at  large.  The  slave  trade  was  al- 
ways unjustifiable  ;  but  inattention  and  interest  pre- 
vented, for  a  time,  the  evil  from  being  perceived.  R 
is  otherwise  at  present ;  the  mischiefs  and  evils  con- 
nected with  it  have  been,  of  late  years,  represented 
with  such  undeniable  evidence,  and  are  now  so  gene- 
rally known,  that  I  suppose  there  is  hardly  an  objec- 
tion can  be  made  to  the  wish  of  thousands;  perhaps  of 
millions,  for  the  suppression  of  this  trade,  but  upon  the 
ground  of  political  expedience. 

Though  I  were  even  sure  that  a  principal  branch  of 
the  public  revenue  depended  upon  the  African  trade, 
(which  I  apprehend  is  far  from  being  the  case,)  if  I 
had  access  and  influence,  I  should  think  myself  bound 
to  say  to  government,  to  Parliament,  and  to  the  na- 
tion, *^  It  is  not  lawful  to  put  it  into  the  treasury,  bc- 
"  cause  it  is  the  price  of  blood*." 

I  account  an  intelligent  farmer  to  be  a  good  poli- 
tician in  this  sense  ;  that,  if  he  has  a  large  heap  of 
good  com,  he  will  not  put  a  small  quantity,  that  is 
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damaged,  to  the  rest,  for  the  sake  of  increasing  the 
heap.  He  knows  that  such  an  addition  would  spoil 
the  whole.  God  forbid  that  any  supposed  profit  or 
advantage  whidi  we  can  darive  from  the  groans,  and 
agonies,  and  blood,  of  the  poor  Africans,  should  draw 
down  his  heavy  curse  upon  all  that  we  might,  other- 
wbc,  honourably  and  comfortably  possess. 

For  the  sake  of  method,  I  could  wish  to  consider 
the  African  trade, -^first,  with  regard  to  the  effect  it 
has  upon  our  ot^n«people ;  and,  secondly,  as  it  concerns 
the  blacks,  or,  as  they  are  more  contemptuously  styled, 
the  negro  slaves,  whom  we  purchase  upon  the  coast. 
But  these  two  topics  are  so  interwoven  together,  that  it 
will  not  be  easy  to  keep  them  exactly  separate. 

1.  The  first  point  I  shall  mention  is  surely  of  po^* 
litical  importance,  if  the  lives  of  our  fellow-subjects  be 
80 ;  and  if  a  rapid  loss  of  seamen  deserves  the  atteiv- 
tion  of  a  maritime  people.  This  loss  in  the  African 
trade  is  truly  alarming.  I  admit  that  many  of  them 
are  cut  off  in  their  first  voyage,  and  consequently,  be- 
fore they  can  properly  rank  as  seamen ;  though  they 
would  have  been  seamen  if  they  had  lived.  But  the 
neighbourhood  of  our  sea-ports  is  continually  drained  of 
men  and  boys  to  supply  the  places  of  those  who  die 
abroad  ;  and  if  they  are  not  all  seamen,  they  are  al[ 
our  brethren  and  countrymen,  subjects  of  the  British 
government. 

The  people  who  remain  on  ship-board,  upon  the 
open  coast,  if  not  accustomed  to  the  climate,  are  liable 
to  the  attack  of  an  inflammatory  fever,  which  is  not 
often  fatal  unless  the  occurrence  of  unfavourable  cir*- 
cumstances  makes  it  so.  When  this  danger  is  over,  I 
think  they  might  probably  be  as  healthy  as  in  most 
other  voyages,  provided  they  could  be  kept  from  sleep- 
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ing  in  the  dews,  from  being  much  exposed  to  the  rain, 
from  the  intemperate  use  of  spirits,  and  especially  from 
women. 

But,  considerinsj  the  general  disposition  of  our  sailors, 
and  the  nature  of  the  slave  trade,  these  provisoes  are  of 
little  more  significance  than  if  I  should  say,  upon 
another  occasion,  that  Great  Britain  would  be  a  liappy 
country,  provided  all  the  inhabitants  were  \vi:?e  and 
good.  The  sailors  must  be  much  exposed  to  the  wea- 
ther ;  especially  on  the  Windward  coast,  where  a  great 
part  of  the  cargo  is  procured  by  boats,  which  are  often 
sent  to  the  distance  of  thirty  or  forty  leagues,  and  arc 
sometimes  a  month  before  they  return.  Many  vessels 
arrive  upon  the  coast  before  the  rainy  season,  which 
continues  from  about  May  to  October,  is  over ;  and  if 
trade  be  scarce,  the  ships  which  arrive  in  the  fair  or 
dry  season,  often  remain  till  the  rains  return,  before 
they  can  complete  their  purchase.  A  proper  shelter 
from  the  weather,  in  an  open  boat,  when  the  rain  is 
incessant,  night  and  day,  forvieeks  and  months,  is  im- 
practicable. 

I  have,  myself,  in  such  a  boat,  been,  five  or  six  days 
together,  without,  as  we  say,  a  dry  thread  about  nie, 
sleeping  or  waking.  And,  during  the  fair  season,  tor- 
nadoes, or  violent  storms  of  wind,  thunder,  and  heavy 
rain,  are  very  frequent,  though  they  seldom  last  long. 
In  fact,  the  boats  seldom  return,  without  bringing  some 
of  the  people  ill  of  dangerous  fevers  or  flt^xes,  occa- 
sioned either  by  the  weather,  or  by  unwholesome  diet, 
such  as  the  crude  fruits  and  palm  wine,  with  which  they 
are  plentifully  supplied  by  the  natives. 

Strong  liquors,  such  as  brandy,  rum,  or  Englisb 
spirits,  the  sailors  cannot  often  procure,  in  auch  qi 
ties  as  to  hurt  them  ;  but  they  fiill  if  they^ 
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opportunities  sometimes  offer,  especially  to  those  who 
are  in  the  boats  :  for  strong  liquor  being  an  article 
much  in  demand,  so  that  without  it  scarcely  a  single 
slave  can  be  purchased,  it  is  always  at  hand.  And  if 
^what  is  taken  from  the  casks  or  bottles  that  are  for  sale, 
be  supplied  with  water,  they  are  as  full  as  they  were 
before.  The  blacks  who  buy  the  liquor,  are  the  loscyrs 
by  the  adulteration ;  but  often  the  people  who  cheat 
ibem  are  the  greatest  sufferers^ 

The  article  of  women,  likewise,  contributes  largely  to 
the  loss  of  our  seamen.  When  they  &rc  on  shore, 
they  often,  from  tlieir  known  thoughtless  imprudence, 
involve  themselves,  on  this  account,  in  quarrels  with  the 
natives,  and.  if  not  killed  upon  the  spot,  are  frequently 
poisoned.  On  ship- board  tliey  may  be  restrained,  and 
in  some  ships  they  are ;  but  such  restraint  is  far  ivom 
being  general.  It  depends  much  upon  the  dispositioii 
and  attention  of  the  captain.  When  I  was  in  the  trade 
I  knew  several  commanders  of  African  ships  who  were 
prudent,  respectable  men,  and  who  maintained  a  proper 
discipline  and  regularity  in  their  vessels ;  but  there 
were  too  many  of  a  dilVereut  character.  In  some  ships, 
perhaps  in  the  most,  the  licence  allowed,  in  this  par- 
ticular, was  almost  unlimited.  Moral  turpitude  was 
seldom  considered,  but  they  who  took  care  to  do 
the  ship^s  business,  might,  in  other  respects,  do  what 
they  pleased.  These  excesses,  if  they  do  not  induce 
fevers,  at  least  render  the  constitution  less  able  to  sup- 
port them ;  and  lewdness,  too  frequently,  terminates  in 
death. 

The  risk  of  insurrections  is  to  be  added.  These,  I 
believe,  are  always  meditated ;  for  th^  men  slaves  are 
not  easily  reconciled  to  their  confinement  and  treat- 
ment ;  and,   if  attempted,  they  are  seldom  suppressed 
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without  considerable  loss ;  and  sometimes  they  succeed^ 
to  the  destruction  of  a  whole  ship's  company  at  once. 
Seldom  a  year  passes,  but  we  hear  of  one  or  more 
such  catastrophes ;  and  w^  likewise  hear,  sometimes,  of 
Whites  and  Blacks  involved,  in  one  moment,  in  one 
common  ruin,  by  the  gunpowder  taking  fire,  and  blow* 
ihg  up  the  ship. 

How  far  the  several  causes  I  have  enumerated,  may 
respectively  operate,  I  cannot  say ;  the  fact,  however, 
is  sure,  that  a  great  number  of  our  seamen  perish  in 
the  slave  trade.     Few  ships,  comparatively,  are  either 
blown  up,  or  totally  cut  off;  but  some  are.     Of  the 
rest,   I  have  known  some  that  have  lost  half  their 
people ,  and  some  a  larger  proportion.     I  am  far  from 
baying  that  it  is  alivays,  or  even  often,  thus ;  but,  I 
believe  I  shall  state  the  matter  sufRcieiitFy  low,  if  I 
suppose,  that  at  least  one-fifth  part  of  those  who  go 
from  England  to  the  coast  of  Africa,  in  ships  which 
trade  for  slaves,  never  return  from  thence.     I  dare 
dot  depend  too  much  upon  my  memory,  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  ships  and  men  employed  in  the  slave  trad^ 
more  than  thirty  years  ago ;  nor  do  I  know  what  has 
been  the  state  of  the  trade  since;  therefore  I   shall 
not  attempt  to  make  calculations.     But,  as  I  cannot 
but  form  some  opinion  upon  the  subject,  I  judge  it 
probable  that  the  collective  sum  of  seamen,  who  go 
from  all  our  ports  to  Africa  within  the  course  of  a 
year,  (taking  Guinea  in  the  extensive  sense,  from  Go^ 
ree  or  Gambia,  and  including  the  coast  of  Angola,) 
cannot  be  less  than  eight  thousand ;  and  if,  upon  an 
average  of  ships  and  seasons^  a  fifth  part  of  these  die 
the  annual  loss  is  fifteen  hundred.     I  believe  those 
who  have  taken  pains  to  make  more  exact  inquiries, 
will  deem  my  supposition  to  be  verv  moderate. 
Vol.  VI.  ^  Y         ^ 
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Thus  much  concerning  the-  first  evtl,  the  loss  of  sea- 
inen  and  subjects,  which  the  nation  sustains  by  the 
African  slave  trade. 

2.  There  is  a  second,  which  either  is,  or  ought  to  be, 
deemed  of  importance,  considered  in  a  political  light : 
I  mean,  the  dreadffkl  effects  of  this  trade  upon  the 
minds  of  those  who  are  engaged  in  it  There  are, 
doubtless,  exceptions ;  and  I  would  willingly  except 
myself.  But,  in  general,  I  know  of  no  method  of 
getting  money,  not  even  that  of  robbing  for  it  upon  the 
highway,  which  has  so  direct  a  tendency  to  efface  the 
moral  sense,  to  rob  the  heart  of  every  gentle  and  hu- 
mane disposition,  and  to  harden  it,  like  steel,  a^nst 
all  impressions  of  sensibility. 

Usually,  about  two-thirds  of  a  cargo  of  slaves  are 
males.  When  a  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred 
stout  men,  torn  from  their  native  land,  many  of  whom 
never  saw  the  sea,  much  less  a  ship,  till  a  short  space 
before  they  are  embarked :  who  have,  probably,  the 
same  natural  prejudice  against  a  white  man,  as  we 
have  against  a  black ;  and  who  often  bring  with  them 
an  apprehension  they  are  bought  to  be  eaten :  I  say, 
when  thus  circumstanced,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  that 
they  will  tamely  resign  themselves  to  tlieir  situation^ 
It  is  always  taken  for  granted,  that  they  will  attempt  to 
^in  their  liberty  if  possible.  Accordingly,  as  we  dare 
not  trust  them,  we  receive  them  on  "board,  from  the 
first,  as  enemies ;  and,  before  their  number  exceeds, 
perhaps,' ten  or  fifteen,  they  are  all  put  in  irons;  in 
most  ships,  two  and  two  together.  And  frequentiy, 
they  are  not  thus  confined,  as  they  might  most  conve- 
niently stand  or  move,  the  right  hand  and  foot  of  one 
to  the  left  of  the  other,  but  across ;  that  is,  the  hand 
and  foot  of  each  on  the  same  side,  whether  r%ht  or 
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left,  are  fettered  together  :  so  that  they  cannot  move . 
either  hand  or  foot,  but  with  great  caution,  and  with 
perfect  consent.      Thus  they  must  sit,  walk,  and  lie, 
for  many  months,  (sometimes  for  nine  or  ten,)  without 
any  mitigation  or  relief,  unless  they  are  sick. 

In  the  night,  they  are^confined  below  ;  in  the  day- 
time, (if  the  weather  be  tine,)  they  are  upon  deck  ;  and 
as  they  are  brought  by  pairs,  a  chain  is  put  through  a 
ring  upon  their  irons;  and  this  is  likewise  locked  down 
to  the  ring-bolts,  which  are  fastened,  at  certain  inter- 
vals, upon  the  deck.  These,  and  other  precautions, 
are  no  more  than  necessary ;  especially,  as  while  the, 
number  of  shives  increases,  that  of  the  people  who  are 
to  guard  them,  is  diminished,  by  sickness,  or  death,  or 
by  being  absent  in  the  boats  :  so  that,  sometimes,  not 
ten  men  can  be  mustered,  to  watch,  night  and  day, 
over  two  hundred,  besides  having  all  the  other  business 
of  the  ship  to  attend. 

That  these  precautions  arc  so  often  effectual,  is 
much  more  to  be  wondered  at,  than  that  ihey  sometimes 
fail.  One  unguarded  hour,  or  minute,  is  builicient  to 
give  the  slaves  the  opportunity  they  are  always  waiting 
for.  An  attempt  to  rise  upon  the  ship's  company, 
brings  on  instantaneous  and  horrid  war:  for,  when 
tiiey  are  once  in  motion,  they  are  desperate ;  and 
where  they  do  not  conquer,  they  are  seldom  quelled 
without  much  mischief  and  bloodshed  on  both  sides. 

Sometimes  when  the  slaves  are  ripe  for  an  insur- 
rection, one  of  them  will  impeach  the  affair ;  and  then 
necessity,  and  the  state  policy,  of  these  small  but 
most  absolute  governments,  enforce  niaxims  directly 
contrary  to  the  nature  of  things.  The  traitor  to  the 
cause  of  liberty  is  caressed,  rewarded,  and  deemed  an 
honest  fellow.      The  patriots,  who  formed  and  ani 
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mated  the  plaa,  if  they  can  be  found  out,  must, 
be  treated  as  villains,  and  punished,  to  intimidate  the 
rest  '  These  punishments,  in  their  nature  and  degree^ 
depend  upon  the  sovereign  will  of  the  captain.  Soaie 
are  content  with  inflicting  such  moderate  punishment 
as  may  suflBce  for  an  example.  But  unlimited  power, 
instigated  by  revenge,  and  where  the  heart,  by  a  long 
iamiliarity  with  the  sufferings  of  slaves,  is  become 
callous,  and  insensible  to  the  pleadings  of  humanity,  is 
terrible ! 

I  have  seen  them  sentenced  to  unmerciful  whipping|s, 
continued  till  the  poor  creatures  have  not  had  power  to 
gfoan  under  their  misery,  and  hardly  a  sign  of  Ufe  has 
remained.  I  have  seen  them  agonizing  for  hours,  I  be- 
lieve for  days  together,  under  the  torture  of  the  thumb- 
screws; a  dreadful  engine,  which,  if  the  screw  be 
turned  by  an  unrelenMng  hand,  can  give  intolerable 
anguish.  There  have  been  instances  in  which  cruelty 
has  proceeded  still  further ;  but,  as  I  hope  they  are  few^ 
and  I  can  mention  but  one  from  my  own  knowledge, 
I  shall  but  mention  it. 

I  have  often  heard  a  captain,  who  has  been  long 
since  dead,  boast  of  his  conduct  in  a  former  voyage^ 
when  his  slaves  attempted  to  rise  upon  him.  After  he 
had  suppressed  tlie  insurrection,  he  sat  in  judgment 
upon  the  insurgents ;  and  not  only,  in  cold  blood,  ad- 
judged several  of  them,  I  know  not  how  many,  to  die^ 
but  studied  with  no  small  attention,  how  to  make  death 
as  excruciating  as  possible.  For  my  reader's  sake,  I 
suppress  the  reeital  of  particulars. 

Surely  it  must  be  allowed,  that  they  who  are  long 
conversant  witlj  such  scenes  as  these,  are  liable  to  im- 
bibe a  spirit  of  ferociousness,  and  savage  insensibility, 
of  which  human  nature,  depraved  as  it  is,  is  not,  ordi- 
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•arily,  capable.  If  these  things  be  true,  the  reader 
will  admit  the  possibility  of  a  fact  that  was  in  current 
report  Hben  I  was  upon  the  coast,  and  the  truth  of 
which,  though  I  cannot  now  authenticate  it,  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt. 

A  mate  of  a  ship,  in  a  long-boat,  purchased  a  young 
woman,  with  a  fine  child,  of  about  a  year  old,  in  ber 
arms.  In  the  night,  the  child  cried  much,  and  dis- 
turbed his  sleep.  He  rose  up  in  great  flnger,  and 
swore,  that  if  the  child  did  not  cease  making  such  a 
noise,  'lie  would  presently  silence  it  The  child  conti- 
nued to  cry.  At  length  he  rose  up  a  second  time, 
tore  the  child  from  the  mother,  and  threw  it  into  the 
sea.  The  child  was  soon  silenced  indeed,  but  it  was 
not  so  easy  to  pacify  the  woman :  she  was  too  valuable 
to  be  thrown  overboard,  and  he  was  obliged  to  bear  the 
soutM  of  her  lainentations,  till  he  could  put  her  on 
board  his  ship. 

I  am  persuaded,  that  every  tender  mother,  who 
feasts  ber  eyes  and  her  mind  when  she  contemplates 
the  infant  in  her  arms,  will  commiserate  the  poor 
Africans. — But  why  do  I  speak  of  one  child,  when 
we  have  heard  and  read  a  melancholy  story,  too  noto- 
riously true  to  admit  of  contradiction,  of  more  than  a 
hundred  grown  slaves,  thrown  into  the  sea,  at  one  time, 
from  on  board  a  ship,  when  fresh  water  was  scarce;  to 
fix  the  idss  upon  the  underwriters,  which  otherwise,  bad 
they  died  on  board,  must  have  fallen  upon  the  owners 
of  the  vessel.  These  instances  are  specimens  of  th^ 
spirit  produced,  by  the  African  trade,  in  men,  who^ 
once,  were  no  more  destitute  of  the  milk  of  human 
kindness  than  ourselves. 

Hitherto,  I  have  considered  the  condition  of  the 
men  slai^es  only.    From  the  women,  there  is  no  danger 
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of  iDsurrectibn,  and  they  are  carefully  kept  from  tbm 
men;  I  mean,  from  the  black  men.  But  in  what 
I  'hare  to  offer,  on  this  head,  I  am  far  from  incloding 
every  ship.  I  speak  not  of  what  is  universally,  but  of 
what  is  too  commonly,  and,  I  am  afraid,  too  generally^- 
prevalent. 

I  have  already  observed,  that  the  captain  of  art 
African  ship,  while  upon  the  coast,  is  absolute  in  his 
command ;  and  if  he  be  humane,  vigilant,  and  deler^ 
mined,  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  protect  the  miserable  : 
for  scarcely  any  thing  can  be  done,  on  board  th6  ship, 
without  his  permission,  or  connivance.  But  this  power 
is  too  seldom  exerted  in  favour  of  the  poor  women 
slaves. 

When  we  hear  of  a  town  taken  by  storm,  and  given 
up  to  the  ravages,  of  an  enraged  and  licentious  army, 
of  wild  and  unprincipled  cossacks,  perhaps  no  pidt  of 
the  distress  affects  a  feeling  mind  more,  than  the  treat- 
ment to  which  the  women  are  exposed.      But  the  enor- 
mities frequenti};  committed  in  an  African  ship,  though 
equally  flagrant,  are  little  known  here,  and  are  consi- 
sidered  there,  only  as  matters  of  course.      When  the 
women  and  girls  are  taken  on  board  a  ship,  naked, 
trembling,  terrified,  perhaps  almost  exhausted  with  cold, 
fatigue,  and   hunger,  they   are  often  exposed  to  the 
wanton  rudeness  of  white  savages.   The  poor  creatures 
cannot  understand  the  language  they  hear,  but  tbe 
looks  and    manner  of  the  speakers  are    sufficiently 
intelligible.     In  imagination,  tbe  prey  is  divided,  upon 
the  spot,  and    only    reserved  till  opportunity  offers. 
Where  resistance,  or  refusal,  would  be  utterly  in  vain, 
even  the  solicitation  of  consent  is  seldom  thought  of. 
But  I  forbear. — This  is  not  a  subject  for  declamation. 
Facts  like  these,  so  certain  and  so  numerous,  speak 
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for  themftelves.  Surely,  if  the  advocates  for  the  Slave 
Trade  attempt  to  plead  for  it,  before  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  our  happy  land,  or  before  those  who  have 
wives  or  daughters  of  their  own,  they  must  lose  their 
cause. 

Perhaps  some  hard-hearted  pleader  may  suggest, 
that  such  treatment  would  indeed  be  cruel,  in  £u« 
rope ;  but  the  African  women  are  negroes,  savages,  who 
have  00  idea  of  the  nicer  sensations  which  obtain 
among  civilized  people.  I  dare  contradict  them  in  the 
strongest  terms.  I  have  lived  long,  and  conversed 
much,  amongst  these  supposed  savages.  I  have  often 
slept  in  their  towns,  in  a  house  tilled  with  goods  for 
trade,  with  no  person  in  the  house  but  myself,  and 
with  no  other  door  than  a  mat;  in  that  security, 
which  no  man  in  his  senses  would  expect  in  this  civil- 
ized nation,  especially  in  this  metropolis,  without  the 
precaution  of  having  strong  doors,  strongly  locked  and 
bolted.  And  with  regard  to  the  women,  in  Sherbro, 
where  I  was  most  acquainted,  I  have  seen  ipany  in- 
stances of  jnodesty,  and  even  delicacy,  which  would 
not  disgrace  an  English  woman.  Yet,  such  is  the  treat-- 
nient  which  I  have  known  permitted,  if  not  encouraged, 
in  many  of  our  ships — they  have  been  abandoned,  with- 
out restraint,  to  the  lawless  will  of  the  tirst  comer. 

Accustomed  thus  to  despise,  insult,  and  injure  the 
slaves  on  board,  it  may  be  expected  that  the  conduct  of 
many  of  our  people  to  the  natives,  with  whom  they 
trade,  is,  as  far  as  circumstances  admit,  very  similar ; 
and  it  is  so.  They  are  considered  as  a  people  to  be 
robbed  and  spoiled  with  impunity,  flvery  art  is  em« 
ployed  to  deceive  and  wrong  them.  And  he  who  has 
most  address,  in  this  way,  has  most  to  boast  of. 
Not  an  article  that  is  capable  of  diminution  or  adnU 
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teration,  is  delivered  genuine,  or  entire.  The  spirite  tre 
lowered  by  water.  False  heads  are  put  into  the  kegj 
that  contain  the  gunpowder ;  so  that,  though  the  keg 
lappears  large,  there  is  no  more  powder  in  it,  than  in  a 
much  smaller.  The  linen  and  cotton  cloths  are  opened, 
and  two  or  three  yards,  according  to  the  length  of  the 
piece,  cut  off,  not  from  the  end,  but  out  of  the  middl6^ 
where  it  is  not  so  readily  noticed. 

The  natives  are  cheated,  in  the  number,  weight, 
measure,  or  quah'ty  of  what  they  purchase,  in  every 
possible  way:  and  by  habit  and  emulation,  a  marvel* 
lous  dexterity  is  acquired  in  these  practices.  And 
thus  the  natives  in  their  turn,  in  proportion  to  their 
commerce  with  the  Europeans,  and,  (I  am  Sorry  to 
add,)  particularly  with  theEngiish,  become  jealous,  in** 
sidious,  and  revengeful. 

They  know  with  whom  they  deal,  and  are  accord- 
ingly prepared  ;  though  they  can  trust  some  ships  and 
boats,  which  have  treated  them  with  punctuality,  and 
may  be  trusted  by  them.  A  quarrel,  sometimes,  fur- 
nishes pretext  for  detaining,  and  carrying  away  one  or 
more  of  the  natives,  which  is  retaliated,  if  practicable^ 
upon  the  next  boat  that  comes  to  the  place,  from  the 
same  port.  For  so  far  their  vindictive  temper  is  re- 
strained by  their  ideas  of  justice,  that  they  will  no^ 
often,  revenge  an  injury  received  from  a  Liverpool  ship, 
upon  one  belonging  to  Bristol  or  London. 

They  will,  usually,  wait  with  patience  the  arrival  of 
one,  which,  they  suppose,  by  her  sailing  from  the  same 
place,  has  some  connexion  with  that  which  used  them 
ill :  and  they  are  so  quick  at  distinguishing  our  littte 
local  differences  of  language  and  customs  in  a  ship, 
that  before  they  have  been  in  a  ship  five  minutes,  and 
often  before  they  come  on  board,  they  know  with  cer- 
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toiDtyi  whether  she  be  from  Bristoli  Liverpooly  or  Lon- 
.  don. 

*  Retaliation  on  their  parts,  furnishes  a  plea  for  repri- 
sal on  ours.  Thus,  in  one  place  or  another,  trade  is 
often  suspended,  all  intercourse  cut  off,  and  things  are 
in  a  state  of  war ;  till  necessity,  either  on  the  ship's 
jmrt  or  on  theirs,  produces  overtures  of  peace,  and 
dictates  the  price,  which  the  offending  party  must  pay 
for  it  But  it  is  a  warlike  peace.  We  trade  under 
arms ;  and  they  are  furnished  with  long  knives. 

For,  with  a  few  exceptions,  the  English  and  the 
Africans,  reciprocally,  consider  each  other  as  consum- 
mate villains,  who  are  always  watching  opportunities  to 
do  mischief.  In  short,  we  have,  I  fear,  too  deservedly 
a  very  unfavourable  character  upon  the  coast.  When 
I  have  charged  a  black  with  unfairness  and  dishonesty, 
be  has  answered,  if  able  to  clear  himself,  with  an  air  of 
4isdain,  ^'  What !  do  you  think  I  am  a  white  man  ?'' 

Such  is  the  nature,  such  are  the  concomitants,  of  tha 
slave  trade ;  and  such  is  the  school  in  which  many 
thousands  of  our  seamen  are  brought  up.  Can  we^ 
then,  wonder  at  that  impatience  of  subordination,  and 
that  disposition  to  mutiny  amongst  th(;m,  which  has 
been  of  late  so  loudly  complained  of,  and  so  severely 
felt?  Will  not  sound  policy  suggest  the  necessity  of 
some  expedient  here?  Or  can  sound  policy  suggest  any 
effectual,  expedient,  but  the  total  suppression  of  a  trade 
which,  like  a  poisonous  root,  diffuses  its  malignity  into 
every  branch? 

liie  effects  which  our  trade  has  upon  the  blacky 

those  especially  who  come  under  our  power,  may  be 

considered  under  three  beads,— -How  they  are  acquir* 

ed  ?  The  mortality  th^  are  subject  tu  ?  and^  Uuw  those 

who  survive  are  disposed  of? 
Vol.  VI.  3  Z 


•  I  confine  my  remarka  on  the  firat  head  to  the  Winidr 
ward  coast,  and  can  speak  most  confidently  of  the 
tfade  in  Sherbro,  where  I  lived.  I  own,  however, 
that  I  question,  if  any  part  of  die  Windward  coast  i» 
equal  to  Sherbro,  ia  point  of  regularity  and  govern-* 
asent  .  They  have  no  men  of  great  .power,  or  property 
among  them ;  as  I  am  told  there  are  upon  the  Gold 
coast,  at  Whida  and  Benin.  The  Sherbro  people  live 
moch  in  the  patriarchal  way.  An  old  man  visually  pre* 
sides  in  each  town,  whose  authority  depends  more  oo 
)lis  yeara,  than  on  his  possessions :  and  he^  who  is.caUed 
the  king  is  not  easily  distinguished,  either  by  atat6  or 
wealth,  from  tlie  rest  But  the  different  districts^ 
which  seem  to  be,  in  many  respects,  independent  of 
each  other,  are  incorporated,  and  united,  by  oieanf  of 
an  institution  which  pervades  them  all,  and  is  called 
the  Furrow.  The  persons  of  this  order,  who  are  very 
numerous,  seem  very  much  to  resemble  the  Druidi^> 
who  once  presided  in  our  island* 

The  Furrow  has  both  the  legislative  and  executive 
authority,  and,  under  their  sanction,  there  is  a  police 
exercised,  which  is  by  no  means  contemptible.  Every 
thing  belonging  to  the  Furrow  is  mysterious  and  severe^ 
but,  upon  the  whole,  it  has  very  good  effects ;  and  aa 
any  man,  whether  bond  or  free,  who  wiirsubmit  to  be 
initiated  into  their  mysteries,  may  be  admitted  of.  tho 
order,  it  u  a  kind  of  commonwealth.  And,  perhapa, 
fevf  people  enjoy  more  simple,  political  freedom,  than 
the  inhabitants  of  Sherbro,  belonging  to  the  Purrow^ 
(who  are  not  slaves,)  further  than  they  are  bound  by 
their  own  institutions.  Frivate  property  is  tolerably 
well  secured,  and  violence  is  much  suppressed. 

The  atate  of  Slavery  among  these  wild  barbaroiM 
people,  as  we  esteem  them,  is  juttch  milder  than  in  our 


colonies.  For  as,  on  the  one  hand,  they  have  no  land 
in  high  cultivation,  like  our  West  India  plantations; 
and  therefore  no  call  for  that  excessive,  unintermitted 
labour,  which  exhausts  our  slaves ;  so,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  man  is  permitted  to  draw  blood  even  from  a 
slave.  If  he  does,  he  is  liable  to  a  strict  inquisition ; 
for  the  Purrow  laws  will  not  allow  a  private  individual 
to  shed  blood.  A  man  may  sell  his  slave,  if  be  pleases ; 
but  he  may  not  wantonly  abuse  him.  The  laws,  likewise 
punish  some  species  of  theft  with  slavery,  and  in  cases 
of  adultery,  which  are  very  common,  as  polygamy  is  the 
^stom  of  the  country,  both  the  woman,  and  the  man 
who  offends  with  her,  are  liable  to  be  sold  for  sliives^ 
unless  they  can  satisfy  the  husband,  or  unless  they  are 
redeemed  by  their  friends. 

*  Among  these  unenlightened  blacks,  it  is  a  general 
maxim,  that  if  a  man  steals,  or  breaks  a  moveable,  as 
a  mosket,  for  instance;  the  offence  may  be  nearly  com- 
pensated, by  puttingan  other  musket  in  its  place ;  but 
i)ffence8,  which  cannot  be  repaired  in  kind,  as  adultery, 
admit  bf  no  satisfaction,  till  the  injured  person  declares 
that  he  is  satisfied.  So  that,  if  a  rich  man  seduces  th^ 
wife  of  a  poor  roan,  be  has  it  in  his  power  to  change 
places  with  him  ;  for  he  may  send  for  every  article  in 
his  house,  one  by  one,  till  he  says,  '^  I  have  enough/ 
The  only  alternative,  is  personal  slavery. 

I  suppose,  bribery  and  influence  may  have  their 
effects  in  Guinea,  as  they  have  in  some  other  countries ; 
but  their  laws,  in  the  main,  are  wise  and  good ;  and,  upon 
the  whole,  they  have  considerable  operation;  and 
therefore,  I  believe,  many  of  the  slaves  purchased 
in  Sherbro,  and  probably  upon  the  whole  Windward 
ioast,  are  convicts,  who  have  forfeit^  their  liberty,  by 
breaking  the  laws  of  their  country. 


*  Bnt  I  «pprebeiid,  that  the  nrnghbourhood  ^  of  odir 
ahips,  and  the  desire  of  oor  gpods,  an  motives  whiok 
often  posh  the  rigour  of  the  laws  to  an  extreme,  which 
wnoiild  not  be  exacted,  if  they  were  left  to  tfaemselTea. '.. 
.  But  slares  are  the  staple  article  of  the  traffic;  and 
tiiough  a  considerable  number  may  have  been .  bom 
near  the  sea,  I  believe  the  bulk  6f  them  are  broagkt 
from  far.  I  have  reason  to.  think,  that -seme. tnval 
wore  than  a  thousand  milea^^  before  they  reach  liie  iea* 
coast  Whether  there  may  be  convicts  amonf^  tbeafe 
likewise,  or  what  proportion  they  may  bear  to^  thoaa 
who  are  taken  prisoners  in  war,  it  is  imposaibka  ta 
know.  •  .     . 

I  judge,  the  principal  source  of  the  slave-  trade  is 
the  wars  which  prevail  among  the  natives.-  'SemetinMa 
these  wars  break  out  between  those  who  Kve  near  the 
sea.  The  English,  and  other  Europeans,  liave  beea 
charged  with  fomenting  them ;  I  believe,  (so  far  as 
concerns  the  Windward  coast,)  unjustly.  That  some 
would  do  it,  if  they  could,  I  doubt  not ;  but  I  do  not 
think  they  can  have  opportunity.  Nor  is  it  needful 
they  should  interfere.  Thousands,  in  our  own  country^ 
wish  for  war,  because  they  fatten  upon  its  spoils^ 

Human  nature  is  much  the  same  in  every  place,  and 
few  people  will  be  willing  to  allow,  that  the  negroes  ill 
Atrica  are  better  than  themselves.  Supposing,  therb^ 
fore,  they  wish  for  European  goods,  may  not  they  wish 
to  purchase  them  from  a  ship  just  arrived  ?  Of  course^ 
they  must  wish  tor  slaves  to  go  to  market  with ;  and  if 
they  Uave  not  slaves,  and  think  themselves  strongeaougk 
to  invade  their  neighbours,  they  will  probably  wish  bm 
war. — And  if  once  they  wish  for  it,  how  easy  it  is  to 
find,  or  to  make,  pretexts  for  breaking  an  inconvenient 
peace ;   or,  (after  the  example  of  greater  heroes,  of 


Cbristiib  name,)  to  aiake  depredations,  without  conde- 
•ccndmg  to  assign  any  reasons. 

I  verily  believe,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  wan 
in  Africa  would  cease,  if  the  Europeans  would  cease 
Jo  tempt  them,  by  ofitsring  goods  for  slaves.  And 
though  they  do  not  bring  legions  into  the  field,  their 
wars  are  bloody.  I  believe,  the  captives  reserved  for 
tale,  are  fewer  than  the  slain. 
-  I  have  not  sufficient  data  to  warrant  calculation,  bul^ 
I  suppose^  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  slaves 
sure  exported,  annually,  from  all  parts,  of  Africa,  and 
thai  more  than  one  half  of  these  are  exported  in  Eng- 
lish bottoms. 

If  but  an  equal  number  are  killed  in  war,  and  if 
many  of  these  wars  are  kiodled  by  the  incentive  of 
aelliug  their  prisoners ;  what  an  annual  accumulation 
of  blood  must  there  be,  crying  against  the  nations  of 
Europe  concerned  in  this  trade,  and  particularly  against 
^ur  own! 

'  I  have  often  been  gravely  told,  as  a  proof  that  the 
Africans,  however  hardly  treated,  deserved  but  Uttle 
compassion^  that  they  are  a  people  so  destitute  of  nar 
tural  affection,  that  it  is  common  among  them  for  pa- 
rents to  sell  their  children,  and  childran  their  parents. 
And,  I  think,  a  charge  of  this  kind  is  brought  against 
them  by  the  respectable  author  of  Spectacle  de  la  Nm^ 
ture.  But  he  must  have  been  misinformed.  I  never 
heard  cS  one  instance  of  either,  while  I  used  the  Coast 

One  article  more  upon  this  head,  is  kidnapping  or 
ftealing  free  people.  Some  people  suppose,  that  the 
fhip  trade  is  rather  the  stealing  than  the  buying  of 
riaves«  But  there  is  enough  to  lay  to  the  charge  of 
the  ships,  witiiout  accusing  them  felsely;  The  slaves, 
in  general,  are  4iou^  and  paid  fer.    Sometimes^  when 


goods  are  lent,  or  trusted  on  shore,  the  trader  volu&- 
,  tarily  leaves  a  free  person,  perhaps  his  own  son,  as  a 
hostage,  or  pawn,  for  the  payment ;  and  in  case  of  de- 
fault, the  hostage  is  carried  off,  and  sold ;  which,  how* 
ever  hard  upon  him,  being  in  consequence  of  a  free 
stipulation,  cannot  be  deemed  unfair.  There  have 
been  instances  of  unprincipled  captains,  who,  at  the 
close  of  what  they  supposed  their  last  voyage,  and 
when  they  had  no  intention  of  revisiting  the  coast, 
aveh  detained  and  carried  away,  free  people  with  them  i 
and  left  the  next  ship,  that  should  come  from  the  same 
port,  to  risk  the  consequences.  But  these  actions^  I 
hope  and  believe,  are  not  common. 

With  regard  to  the  natives,  to  steal  a  free  man  or 
woman,  and  to  sell  them  on  board  a  ship,  ifoald,  I 
think,  be  a  more  difficult  and  more  dangerous  attempt 
in  Sherbro,  than  in  London.  But  I  have  no  doubt, 
that  the  traders,  who  come  from  the  interior  parts  olf 
Africa,  at  a  great  distance,  find  opportunity,  in  the 
course  of  their  journey,  to  pick  up  stragglers,  whom 
they  may  meet  in  their  way.  This  branch  of  oppres* 
sion  and  robbery  would  likewise  fail,  if  the  temptation 
to  it  were  removed. 

I  have,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  pointed  out 
the  principal  sources  of  that  immense  supply  of  slaves 
which  furnishes  so  large  an  exportation  every  year.  If 
all  that  are  taken  on  board  the  ships  were  to  survive 
the  voyage,  and  be  landed  in  good  order,  possibly  the 
English,  French,  and  Dutch  islands  and  colonies, 
would  be  soon  overstocked,  and  fewer  ships  would  sail 
to  the  coast.  But  a  large  abatement  must  be  niade 
for  mortality.  After  what  I  have  already  said  of  their 
treatment,  I  shall  now,  that  I  am  again  to  consider 
them  on  board  the  ships,  confine  myself  to  this  point. 
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In  the  Portuguese  shipSi  which  trade  from  Brasil  to 
the  Gold  coast  and  Angola,  I  believe,  a  heavy  mor« 
tality  is  not  frequent.  The  slaves  have  room,  they 
are  not  put  in  irons,  (I  speak  from  information  only,) 
and  are  humanely  treated. 

With  our  ships,  the  great  object  is,  to  be  fulU 
When  the  ship  is  there,  it  is  thought  desirable  she 
should  take  as  many  as  possible.  The  cargo  of  a 
vessel  of  a  hundred  tons,  or  little  more,  is  calculated 
to  purchase  from  two  hundred  and  twenty  to  two  hun* 
dred  and  fifty  slaves.  Their  lodging-rooms  below  the 
fjeqk,  which  are  three,  (for  the  men,  the  boys,  and  the 
women,)  besides  a  place  for  the  sick,  are  sometimes 
more  than  five  feet  high,  and  sometimes  less;  and  this 
height  is  divided  towards  the  middle,  for  the  slaves  lie 
in  two  rows,  one  above  the  other,  on  each  side  of  the 
ship,  close  to  each  other,  like  books  upon  a  shelf.  I 
have  known  them  so  closer  that  the  shelf  would  not^ 
easily,  contain  one  more.  And  I  have  known  a  white 
man  sent  down  among  the  men  to  lay  them  in  these 
rows  to  the  greatest  advantage^  so  that  as  little  apace 
as  possible  might  be  lost 

Let  it  be  observed,  that  the  poor  creatures,  thus 
cramped  for  want  of  room,  are  likewise  in  irons,  for 
the  most  part  both  hands  and  feet,  and  two  together^ 
which  makes  it  difficult  for  them  to  turn  or  move,  to 
attempt  either  to  rise  or  to  lie  down,  without  hurting 
themselves,  or  each  other.  Nor  is  the  motion  of  the 
ship,  especially  her  heeling,  or  stoop  on  one  side,  whea 
under  sail,  to  be  omitted ;  for  this,  as  they  lie  athwart, 
or  cross  the  ship,  adds  to  the  uncomfortableness  of  their 
lodging,  especially  to  those  who  lie  on  the  leeward  or 
leaning  skle  of  the  vessel. 

Am  i§  Um  tMiiiy,  deep  thft  grwuM.— 


The  beataod  the  siimU  of  •tbeae  rooois^  when  the 
weather  will  not  admit  of  the  slaves  being  brought 
upon  deck^  •  and  of  having  their  rooms  cleaned  every 
day,  would  be  almost  insopportable  to  a  person  not 
accustomed  to  them.  It  the  slaves  and  their  roome 
can .  be  constantly  aired,  and  they  are  not  deUuned  tcm 
long  on  boardi  perhaps  there  are  not  many  die ;  bat 
the  contrary  is  often  their  lot  They  are  kept  down, 
by  the  weather,  to  breathe  ar  hot  and  corrupted  eir, 
sometimes  for  a  week  :  this,  added  to  the  gpdiing  of 
their  irons,  and  the  despondency  which  seises  their 
spirits  when  thus  confined,  soon  becomes  fatal.  And* 
every  morning,  perhaps,  more  instances  than  one  are 
found,  of  the  living  and  the  dead,  like  the  captives  of 
Mezentius,  fastened  together. 

Epidemical  fevers  and  fluxes,  which  fill  the  ship  with 
noisome  and  noxious  effluvia,  often  break  out,  and  infect 
the  seamen  likewise,  and  thus  the  oppressors  and  the 
oppressed,  fall  by  the  same  stroke.  I  believe,  nearly 
one  half  of  the  slaves  on  board,  have,  sometimes, 
died ;  and  that  the  loss  of  a  third  part,  in  these  cir-* 
cumstances,  is  not  unusual.  The  ship,  in  which  I  was 
mate,  left  the  coast  with  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
slaves  on  board  ;  and  though  we  were  not  much  af> 
fected  by  epidemical  disorders,  I  find  by  my  journal  of 
that  voyage,  (now  before  me^)  that  we  buricMl  sixty-two 
on  our  passage  to  South-Carolina,  exclusive  of  tbosie 
which  died  before  we  left  the  coast,  of  which  I  have 
no  account 

I  believe,  upon  an  average  between  the  more  healthy, 
and  the  more  sickly  voyages,  and  including  all  contin- 
gencies, one  fourth  of  the  whole  purchase  may  be  al- 
lotted to  the  article  of  mortality  :  that  is,  if  the  Eng- 
lish ships  purchase  shty  t/iomand  sUivts  annually^ 
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upon  the  wbble  extent  of  the  coast,  the  annual  loss  of 
Itves  cannot  be  mach  less  Ihsxijif'teen  thousand. 

'.  I  am  now ,  to  speak  of  the  survivors. — When  the 
ships  make  the  land,  (nsually  the  West-India  islands,) 
and  have  their  port  in  viewy  after  having  been  four, 
five,  six  weeks,  or  a  longer  time,  at  sea,  (which  depends 
much  upon  the  time  that  passes  before  they  can  get 
inta  the  permanent  trade* winds,  which  blow  from  the 
north-east  and  east  across  the  atlantic,)  then,  and  not 
before,  they  venture  to  release  the  men  slaves  from 
their  irons  :  and  then,  the  sight  of  the  land,  and  their 
freedom  from  long  and  painful  confinement,  usually 
excite  in  tlicm  a  degree  of  alacrity,  and  a  transient 
feeling  of  joy — 


*. 


The  prisoner  leaps  to  lose  his  chains. 


But  this  joy  is  shortrlived  indeed.  The  condition  of 
the  unhappy  slaves  is  in  a  continual  progress  from  bad 
to  worse.  Their  case  is  truly  pitiable,  from  the  mo- 
ment they  are  in  a  state  of  slavery  in  their  own 
country ;  but  it  may  be  deemed  a  state  of  ease  and 
liberty,  compared  with  their  situation  on  board  our  ships. 

Yet,  perhaps,  they  would  wish  to  spend  the  re- 
mainder of  their  .days  on  ship-board,  could  they  know^ 
beforehand,  the  nature  of  the  servitude  which  awaits 
them  on  shore ;  and  that  the  dreadful  hardships  and 
sufferings  they  have  already  endured,  would,  to  the 
most  of  them,  only  terminate  in  excessive  toil,  hunger, 
and  the  excruciating  tortures  of  the  cart-whip,  inflicted 
at  the  caprice  of  an  unfeeling  overseer,  proud  of  the 
power  allow^  him  of  punishing  whom,  and  when,  and 
how  he  pleases. 

I  hope  the  slaves,  in  our  if^lands,  are  better  treated 
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now,  than  they  fiwre  at  the  time  when  I  was  in  the 
trade.  And,  even  then,  I  know  there  were  slaves, 
who  under  the  care  and  protection  of  humane  masters^ 
were  comparatively  happy.  But  I  saw  and  heard 
enough  to  satisfy  m^,  that  their  condition,  in  general, 
was  wretched  to  the  extreme.  However,  my  stay  in 
Antigua  and  St.  Christopher's,  (the  oolyfislands  I  visited,) 
was  too  short,  to  qualify  me  for  saying  much,  from  my 
own  certain  Icnowledge,  upon  this  painful  subject  Nor 
is  it  needful : — enough  has  been  offered  by  several  re* 
spectable  writers,  who  have  had  opportunity  of  collect- 
ing surer  and  fuller  information. 

One  thing  I  cannot  omit,  which  was  told  me  by  the 
gentleman  to  whom  my  ship  was  consigned,  at  An- 
tigua, in  the  year  1751,  and  who  was  himself  a  planter. 
He  said,  that  calculations  had  been  made,  with  all  pos- 
sible  exactness,  to  determine  which  was  the  preferably 
that  is,  the  more  saving  method  of  managing  slaves  : 

'^  Whether  to  appoint  them   moderate    work, 
'^  plenty  of  provision,  and  such  treatnoent  as 
''  miuht  enable  them  to  protract  their  lives  to 
"old  age?"     Or, 
"  By  rigorously  straining  their  strength  to  theut- 
"  most,  with  little  relaxation,  hard  fare,  and 
'^  hard  usage,  to  wear  them  out  before  they 
''  became  useless,  and  unable  to  do  service ; 
'^  and  then,  to  buy  new  ones,  to  fill  up  their 
"  places  ?" 
He  further  said,  that  these  skilful  calculators  had 
determined  in  favour  of  the  latter  mode,  as. much  the 
cheaper ;  and  that  he  could  mention  several  estates,  in 
tlie  island  of  Antigua,  on  which  it  was  seldom  known 
that  a  slave  had  lived  above  nine  years. — Ex  ptde 
Herculcm  ! 
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When  the  slaves  are  landed  for  sale,  (for  in  the  Lee* 
ward  Islands  they  are  usually  sold  on  shore,)  it  may 
happen^  that  after  a  long  separation  in  different  parts 
of  the  ship,  when  they  are  brought  together  in  one 
place,  some  who  are  nearly  related  may  recognise  each 
other.  If  upon  such  a  meeting,  pleasure  should  be 
felt,  it  can  be  but  momentary.  The  sale  disperses 
them  wide,  to  different  parts  of  the  island,  or  to  dif- 
ferent islands.  Husbands  and  wives,  parents  and 
children,  brothers  and  sisters,  must  suddenly  part  again, 
probably  to  meet  no  more. 

After  a  careful  perusal  of  what  I  hare  written,  wei  gh- 
ing  every  paragraph  distinctly,  I  can  find  nothing  to 
retract  As  it  b  not  easy  to  write  altogetlier  with  cool- 
ness npon  this  business,  and  especially  not  easy  to  me>' 
who  have  formerly  been  so  deeply  engaged  in  it ;  I  have 
been  jealous,  lest  the  warmth  of  imagination  might 
have  insensibly  seduced  me,  to  aggravate  and  over- 
charge some  of  the  horrid  features,  which  I  have  at- 
tempted to  delineate,  of  the  African  trade.  But,  upon 
a  strict  review,  I  am  satisfied. 

I  have  apprised  the  reader,  that  I  write  from  me- 
mory, after  an  interval  of  more  than  thirty  years* 
But  at  the  same  time,  I  believe,  many  things  which  I 
saw,  heard,  and  felt,  upon  the  coast  of  Africa,  are  so 
deeply  engraven  in  my  memory,  that  I  can  hardly 
forget,  or  greatly  mistake  them,  while  I  am  capable  of 
remembering  any  thing.  I  am  certainly  not  guilty  of 
wilful  misrepresentation.  And,  upon  the  whole,  I  dare 
appeal  to  the  Great  Searcher  of  hearts,  in  whose  pre- 
sence I  write,  and  before  whom  I,  and  my  readeisi 
must  all  shortly  appear,  that,  (with  the  restrictions  and 
exceptions  I  have  made,)  I  have  advanced  nothing,  but 
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vfhatj  to  the  best  of  my  judgfnent  and    coDScieoce^ 
is  true. 

J  have  likewise  written  without  solicitation,  and 
simply  from  the  motive  I  have  already  assigned  ;  a 
conviction,  that  the  share  I  have  formerly  had  in  the 
trade,  binds  me,  in  conscience,  to  throw  what  light  I 
am  able  upon  the  subject,  now  it  is  likely  to  become  a 
point  of  parliamentary  investigation. 

No  one  can  have  less  interest  in  it  than  I  have  at 
present,  further  than  as  I  am  interested  by  *  the  feelings 
of  humanity,  and  a  regard  for  the  honour  and  welfare 
of.  my  country. 

Though  unwilling  to  give  offence  to  a  single  person, 
in  such  a  cause,  I  ough(  np(  to  be  afraid  of  offending 
ipany,  by  declaring  the  truth.  If^  indeed,  there  can 
be  many,  whom  even  interest  can  prevail  upon  to  con- 
tradict the  common  sense  of  mankind,  by  pleading  for 
a  commerce  so  iniquitous,  so  cruel,  so  oppresaive,  so 
destruct^,  a^  ,the  AfriciMi  31|tve  Trf^Jt !      .; 
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INHABITANTS  OF  OLNEY. 


My  dear  Friends, 

M-A  VERY  person  in  the  parish  has  a  place  in  my  heart 
and  prayers,  but  I  cannot  speak  to  each  of  you  singly. 
Yet  I  am  desirous  to  give  full  proof  that  I  watch  for 
the  welfare  of  your  souls ;  and  likewise,  (if  it  be  possi- 
ble,) to  have  a  witness  in  every  conscience,  that  none 
may  plead  ignorance  of  those  things  which  it  highly 
concerns  them  to  know.  I  hope  you  will  receive  this 
paper  in  good  part,  as  a  token  of  my  love,  and  read  it 
with  attention. 

The  great  God,  who  appoints  to  all  '^  the  diildrea 
'^  of  men  the  bounds  of  their  habitation*/'  has  beos 
pleased  to  fix  yours  in  a  place  favoured  with  the  light 
of  the  Gospel.  This  is  a  great  and  distinguishing  pri- 
vilege in  itself;  but  it  may  be  abused,  and  if  it  is,  will 
aggravate  your  guilt  and  condemnation.  '^  Jssus 
"Christ  crucifiedf"  is  preached  among  you;  the 
foundation:!^  which  God  himself  has  provided  whereon 
poor  sinners  may  build  their  eternal  hope,  is  set  before 
you.     You  are  warned  of  the  evil  of  sin,  of  the  wrath 

^  Acts  xvil  26.  1 1  Cor.  ii.  5  ?  1  Cor.  iii.  fU 
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of  God  denounced  against  transgressors,  and  of  the 
impossibility  of  being  saved  without  that  faith,  which^ 
being  of  the  operation  of  God,  purifies  the  heart,  "  and 
*'  works  by  love/'  And  tbe  great  blessings  of  life  and 
immortality,  pardon,  justification,  adoption,  holiness^ 
perseverance,  and  eternal  glory,  are  preached  amongst 
you  as  the  sure  and  inseparable  effects  of  a  living  faith 
in  the  Soy  of  God*. 

In  a  little  time  we  must  all  give  an  account  of  our 
improvement  of  the  opportunities  we  are  favoured  with. 
This  thought,  joined  to  a  consideration  of  the  state  of 
the  parish,  leads  me  to  offer  a  word  in  season  to  each 
of  you.  Perhaps  there  is  hardly  a  single  person  who 
will  not  be  more  or  less  concenied  under  oae  or  other 
o£  the  following  particulars. 

L  If  God  has  taught  you  tbe  truths  I  have  meo* 
tiooed  above,  if  you  have  faith  in  his  Son  Jesus  Ckriatt 
or  if,  convinced  of  its  necessity,  you  are  humbly  and 
diligently  seeking  it  in  tbe  use  of  tbe  means  he  has  ap« 
pointed  ;  i  may  address  you  in  the  angeVs  language  to 
Mary^  '^  Hail,  thou  that  art  highly  favoured!  T  .for  if 
you  have  this  faith,  you  have  the  promise  and  earnest 
of  everlasting  li&:|: ;  or  if  you  account  yourself  but  a 
•eeker,  tlie  word  of  the  living  God  b  engaged  for  your 
success ;  for  he  has  said,  ^'  Those  who  seek  shall  find^«'' 
I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  readily  receive  tbe  word 
of  exhortation.  You  are  called  with  a  ''  high  and  holj 
'^  cailingll;*'  watch  and  pray  therefore,  that  you  may  be 
preserved  from  tbe  snares  of  tbe  world,  and  tbe  devices 
of  Satan.  That  no  errors  in  judgment,  no  sinful  in«> 
dttlgence  in  practice,  nothing  contrary  to  the  spiritu* 
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Iklity,  love,  gentleness,  and  patience,  which  become  th(» 
Gospel  of  Christ,  may  defile  your  conscience,  rob  you 
of  your  comfort,  or  ''  cause  the  way  of  truth  to  be  evil 
"  spoken  ot^"  through  your  miscarriage.  Vou  are  called 
^  out  of  darkness  into  marvellous  lightt,*'  ^^^^  by  y^^ 
profession  God  may  be  glorified.  Therefore  keep  close 
to  his  word  as  your  rule  ;  be  constant  in  your  applica*. 
tign  at  the  throne  of  grace  ;  attend  diligently  upon  hia 
public  ordinances,  that  thus  by  waiting  upon  the  Lord 
your  strength  may  be  renewed;};,  and  ''  your  light  may 
'*  shine  beiore  men§*'  to  his  praise.  That  justice,  truths 
fidelity,  sobriety,  and  diligence,  may  adorn  the  exercise 
of  your  ordinary  calling ;  and  that  you  may  fill  up  your 
relation  in  life  as  a  master  or  servant^  a  husband  or  • 
iHriie,  a  parent  or  a  cliild,  in  such  a  manner  as  may  and 
will  be  expected^trom  one  who  has  *^  tasted  that  the 
".Lord  is  gracious||.*'  Beware  of  a  worldly  or  selfish^ 
a  proud,  peevish  or  passionate  spirit :  if  you  give  way 
to  any  of  these  evils,  you  will  walk  uncomfortably  your- 
self, you  will  grieve  or  discourage  others,  and  you  will 
open  the  mouths  of  the  wicked  to  '*  blaspheme,  that 
•*  worthy  name  by  which  you  are  called**/* 

ILBut  if  you  are  one  of  those  nrho  account  the 
Gospel  of  Christ  a  burden^  and  can  hardly  be  brought 
to  give  it  a  patient  hearing;  what  can  I  say  to  you? 
You  are  already  prejudiced  against  all  I  can  offer,  and 
perhaps  account  me  an  enemy  because  I  tell  you  the 
truth.  Yet  I  would  fain  persuade  you  of  my  good  wilL 
I  have  no  complaint  to  make  of  you  upon  my  own  ao^ 
count ;  having  received  no  personal  incivility  even  frboi 
thor^e  who. are  dissatisfied  with  m^  ministry.  Though 
you  are  unwilling  to  hear  me  truui  the  pulpit,  yet  let 

•  2  Pet.  ii.  2.  t  ^  Pe^  "•  ^-  ♦  ^^  *!.  31. 
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Ae  expoAtitlate  a  miiiute  mtb  you  in  this  way.      If  I 
oannol  prove  my  doctrine  by  the  Scripture^  and  evett^ 
1^  the  articles  and  public  offices  of  our  own  cborch/ 
you   have   reason   to  be  displeased   with  ine»      But 
Wby  will  you  venture  to  reject,  what  you  must  confess 
Siay  at  least  possibly  be  the  truth  ?  I  am  sure  you  c&n^ 
not  disprove  the  general  subjecto  of  my  ministry,  nofc 
^en  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  own  minds,  if  you  witt 
sit  leisurely  down,  and  examine  tbem  by  the  New 
Testanoent.     It  is,  indeed,  easy  to  turn  off  the  inquirer 
whh  a  laugh,  while  you  are  in  health  and  good  spirita  ; 
but  if  you  can  remember  a  time  when  you  have  been 
^ck,  and  apprehensive  of  the  approach  of  death,  pro** 
bably  you  then  felt  your  confidence  fail,  and  was  not 
90  sure  of  the  safety  of  your  state  as  you  oaoe  thought 
yourself.     Such  a  time  will  come  agafo.   If  you  shoulff 
aot  be  cut  off  by  a  Budden  stroke,  or  visited  with  some- 
illness  which  may  deprive  you  of  your  senses^  (wfaic^ 
God  forbid  should  be  the  case !)   you  must  again   be 
brought  within  the  view  of  death.  You  must  experience 
it\2Lt  untried  moment,  and  render  up  your  soul  to  the 
tribunal  of  God,     O  then  beware  of  resting  your  eter- 
Ihal  hopes  upon  any  less  authority  than  his  Word !  Vou 
may  now  be  supported  by  the  names  and  examples  of 
men ;  but  no  teacher,  or  friend,  or  iiavourite  author^ 
can  or  will  stand  between  you  and  your  Judge.     Yoe 
may  live  in  a  crowd,  but  you  must  die  alone.      What 
you  think  of  yourself,  or  what  others  may  thhik  of  yoU| 
is  of  small  moment ;  the  main  question  is,  What  yoe 
lire  in  the  sight  of  the  great  Judge,  to  whom  "  all  hearta 
"are  open,  all  desires  known,  and  from  whom  no  ae* 
"  crets  are  hid*  :"  for,  according  to  bis  unalterable  sen- 
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ience,  you  must  stand  or  fell  to  eternity.  Alas  4  if  our 
Gospel  is  true,  and  you  live  aud  die  a  stranger  to  1% 
^'  it  will  be  more  tolerable  in  that  day"  for  Uiose  wbf 
fever  beard  of  the  naipe  of  Jesus,  than  for  you^. 

III.  There  are  top  many  people  amongst  us  whf^ 
abstain  from  the  public  worship,  not  so  much  from  any 
particular  objection  they  have  to  the  doctrines  of  tbfi 
Gospel,  BB  from  an  inconsiderate  and  worldly  turn  of 
nind,  which  keeps  them  in  a  .  general  neglect  of  relik 
gion.  I  have  more  than  once  publicly  lamented  aa4 
testified  against  the  shameful  profanation  of  the  I^ordV 
day  in  this  town.  I  am  informed,  it  was  not  thus  soms 
years  ago ;  but  the  increase  of  every  kind  of  wickedness^ 
(as  will  generally  be  the  case  where  the  Gospel  is  knowf 
imd  despised,)  seems  breaking  in  upon  us  like  a  flood. 
It  is  with  some  a  day  *^  of  buying  and  selling,  of  slayr 
^'  ing  oxen  and  killing  shcept;"  others  associate  £6r 
drink  and  vain  conversation,  to  the  scandal  of  the  towOj 
the  grief  of  all  serious  persons,  and  no  less  in  defiance 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  than  to  the  commandments  of 
*God.  If  I  could  have  suppressed  these  enormities,  \ 
would.  But  as  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  assists 
ance  and  concurrence  sufficient  to  put  the  statutes  in 
force,  I  can  only  give  notice  as  a  minister  and  a  watch* 
man,  that  ^^  for  these  things  the  wrath  of  God  cometh 
**  on  the  children  of  disobedience;];."  If  you^  my 
reader,  are  concerned  in  these  practices,  let  me  eqr 
treat  you  to  consider  what  you  are  doing.  Why  wiU 
you  ''  provoke  the  Lord  to  jealousy^?"  Are  you  stronger 
than  he  ?  If  your  whole  dependence  was  upon  what  w« 
call  a  great  man,  you  durst  not  wilfully  and  publicly 
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disobey  him  :  and  can  you  think  it  safe  to  trifle  with 
the  great  God  ?  Do  you  not  know  that  your  lite,  yc»ur 
health,  the  peace  of  your  family,  ami  the  success  of 
your  industry,  all  depend^ upon  him?  Are  you  not 
kfraidy  lest  by  openly  affronting  his  Majesty  in  profaning 
fbe  day  he  has  commanded  to  be  kept  holy,  you  should 
provoke  him  to  send  a  curse  upon  all  your  concerns^ 
•nd  to  blast  your  endeavours  in  the  course  ot  th# 
week*?  Every  rebellion  against  God  makes  our  state 
more  desperate,  sin  being  progressive.  Have  yo« 
toever  read,  or  heard,  or  seen,  that  the  contempt  ot  the. 
•abbath,  like  a  breach  in  the  bank  of  a  river,)  opens 
the  way  for  a  long  train  of  evils  to  tollow?  How  many 
have  made  a  contesbion  to  this  purpose  at  the  gallons  f 
And  how  many  families  may  be  found  that  are  as  full 
of  misery,  dissention,  and  confusion  throughout  the 
week,  as  they  are  destitute  of  the  tear  and  worship  of 
God  on  the  Lord's  day?  Alas !  I  shall  tremble  for  vou 
if  you  do  not  lay  this  admonition  to  iieart :  I  shall  tear 
lest  you  provoke  the  Lord  to  give  you  up  to  a  repro- 
bate mind,  or  lest,  in  the  course  of  his  providence,  he 
should  set  some  mark  upon  you,  to  teach  others  by 
your  example,  that  it  is  a  dreadinl  thing  to  sin  against 
the  lightt*  But  though  his  patience  should  bear  with 
you  to  the  last,  and  you  to  the  last  should  despise  il^ 
yet  death  will  finally  summon  you  to  judgment,  unless 
by  his  grace  yon  are  brought  to  repentance :  though 
you  may  say,  "  Peace,  peace,  to  yourself,  sudden  de^ 
^'  struction  will  then  come  upon  you,  and  you  shall  not 
'*  be  able  to  escape^." 

If  you  are  one  of  those  who  do  not  wholly  neglect 
the  public  worship  of  God,  but  accustom  yourself  to 
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attend  only  once  in  the  day,  give  me  leave  to  ask  yod^ 
or  rather  to  desire  you  would  ask  your  own  conscience 
whether  you  have  a  sufficient  eicuse  for  not  attending 
twice?  I.  know  the  circumstances  of  many  iamilie% 
such  as  sickness,  young  children,  &c.  will  necessarilf^ 
confine  some  people  at  home.  But  a  due  allowandi 
for  these  impediments,  will  by  no  means  account  for 
the  ^eat  difference  between  our  congregations  in  tha 
iDorning  and  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day.  Now^ 
if  you  have  not  a  lawful  hinderance  to  plead,  consider 
whether  the  same  reasons  that  require  your  presence  at 
the  public  worship  ance^  are  not  equally  strong  tor  your 
being  there  both  parts  of  the  day.  W  hy  do  you  go  aft 
all  r  Is  it  not  to  join  uitb  others  in  paying  homage  td 
the  great  God  r  But  by  doing  this  once  only,  where  op- 
portunity and  the  example  of  others  invite  you  iwice^ 
you  contradict  yourselt ;  and  act  as  if  you  thought  k 
was  sometimes  your  duty  to  join  in  worship,  and  some- 
times not  worth  your  while.  Or  do  you  go  with  a  hope 
of  receiving  good  fur  your  souls  r  Why  then  should  yoa 
at  any  time  be  willing  to  stay  away  r  Perhaps  the  oppo^- 
tunity  you  miss  might  have  been  made  peculiarly  useful 
to  you.  At  least  the  Lord  may  justly  punish  your  fre- 
quent neglect,  by  withholding  his  blessing  i^hen  you  do 
attend.  And  this  may  be  one  reason  why  you  have 
beard  so  long  to  so  little  purpose. 

IV.  It  is  with  grief  1  observe  how  generally  the 
word  of  God  is  disregarded  amongst  us,  though  few 
can  plead  ignorance  of  bis  nill.  The  Scripture  de« 
nounces  a  wo  against  them  **  who  are  miifhty  to  drink 
<^  strong  drink*,"  and  against  **  him  who  urges  strong 
^  drink  upon  his  neighbour  to  put  him  to  sbamet*'' 
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The  Scripture  deohres;   '^  Every  one  thai  swearetli' 
*'  shall  be  cut  off  with  a  curse*.''    These  tbreateningp 
$re  frequently  repeated  in  the  ears  of  those  who  have 
not  entirely  cast  off  the  very  form  of  region.      Yet  I 
fear  intemperancey  riot,  and  profanenesSi  visibly  gain 
atrengtb  from  year  to  year.     If  you  mU  go  on  in  thost 
practices— *yet  remember  I  thb  day  take  God  and  your 
consciences  to  witness,   that  ^^  I  am  pore  of  your 
^'  bloodt-"     As  I  have  forewarned  you  before,  so  { 
tell  yon  again,  the  wrath  of  God   bangs  over  you. 
^  Except  you  repent  yoo  will  surely  perishj:  f  and  it 
will  be  a  great  aggravation  if  yoo  perish  with  yoor  eyes 
Open.     Think,  I  beseech  yoo,  before  it  is  too  late,  of 
that  awful  passage — ^'  if  there  be  among  you  a  root 
^*  that  bearetfa  gall  and  wormwood,  and  it  come  to  paaa 
**  when  he  faeareth  the  words  of  this  curse,  that  he  bleaa 
^  himself  in  his  heart,  saying,  I  shall  have  peace  though 
^^  1  walk  in  the  imaginations  of  my  heart  to  add  drunk-p 
^  enness  to  thirst ;  the  Lord  will  not  spare  him,  but  tha 
^'  anger  of  the  Lord  and  his  jealousy  shall  smoke  against 
^'  that  man«  and  all  the  curses  that  are  written  in  this 
*MHx>k  shall  lie  upon  him,  and  the  Lord  shall  blot  out 
^*  his  name  from  under  heaven^" 

There  is  one  sin  too  frequent  in  the  parish,  which 
opon  this  occasion  I  think  it  especially  necessary  to 
mention.  St.  Paul  assures  os,  (agreeable  to  many 
other  passa^s  of  Scripture,)  that  ^'  whoremongers  and 
^adulterers  God  will  judge||.''  Adukery^  which  ia>* 
plies  a  breach  of  the  marriage  contract,  is  so  dreadful^ 
so  irreparable  an  evil,  and  as  such  condemned  even  by 
the  lieathens  who  know  not  God^  that  I  would  hope  none 
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of  yoa  are  otmrgeable  with  it !  If  you  are,  however  yo« 
may  cooeeai  your  wickedness  from  your  teHow-crea-' 
tores,  yeu  cannot  hide  it  from  God ;  his  eye  is  upoft 
;yoo,  and  his  justice  will  surely  overtake  you.  Indeed^ 
{f  he  is  pleased  to  give  you  faith  in  the  name  of  Jenus^ 
and  a  sincere  repentance  of  your  crimes,  there  is  yel 
hope ;  for  "  the  blood  of  Christ  cleanseth  from  ali 
^  sin*  ;'*  otherwise  I  testify  to  you  from  his  Word,  yo« 
shall  surely  perish.  He  who  said,  ''  Thou  shall  t^ 
**  commit  adulCeryt,^  will  aol  hold  you  guiltless  ia  the 
day  of  his  wrath.  But  the  apostle  joins  whoredom  witii 
adultery,  and  has  expressly  inserted  fornication  in  tha 
Uack  list  of  those  sins  which- will  certainly  exclude  from 
a  place  in  the  kingdom  of  GxAX  If  you  have  been 
guilty,  may  the  Lord  fix  a-  sense  of  your  sin  upon  your 
conscience  while  you  are  reading,  that  you  may  not 
diink  it  a  Ught  matter,  but  may  instantly  humble  your- 
self before  him,  and  flee  to  the  refuge  provided  for 
helpless  sinners. in  the  Gospel§!  If  by  his  restraining 
grace  and  providence  you  have  been  hitherto  preserved 
from  this  iniquity,  you  have  reason  to  praise  him.-« 
And  O  pray  to  him,  (I  speak  more  especially  to  young 
persons,)  that  you  may  be  enabled  to  ^'  abstain  from 
^  fleshly  lusts  which  war  against  the  soul||."  It  is  your 
duty  and  interest  to  flee  from  this  hateful  evil,  and  to 
watch  against  the  temptations  which  lead  to  it^  as  you 
would  avoid  a  pestilence.  By  complying  with  it,  you 
hazard  all  your  peace  and  comfort  in  this  lif<p,  as  well 
as  sin  against  the  great  God.  If  a  criminal  intercourse 
between  single  persons  does  not  issue  in  marriage,  a 
long  train  of  mischiefs  is  the  usual  consequence;,  shame, 
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remorse,  uuAery,  and  very  ofteo  total  ruin,  especially 
OD  the  womaD's  part.  And  even  if  the  parties  are 
mfterifards  married,  though  the  frequency  of  sueh  cases 
may  lessen  the  scandal  in  the  sight  of  men,  the  sia 
aommitted  agcunst  God  remains  the  same.  And  aa 
occasion  is  opened  for  such  reflections  and  suspicions^ 
as  frequently  embitter  the  peace  and  destroy  the  confi- 
dence and  affection  in  which  they  might  otherwise  havo 
lived. 

V.  I  observe  likewise  with  concern,  a  spirit  of  open 
impiety  and  infidelity  spreading  amongst  some  persons^ 
They  are  bold  to   ''  proclaim  their  sin  as  Sodom*  jT 
|hey  cannot  be  content  with  the  practice  of  wickedness^ 
or  with  tempting  others  to  partake  of  their  evil  deeds, 
but  they  are  prompted  to  scoff  at  the  truths  of  the  Gos- 
pel, and  to  ridicule  and  revile  those  who  will  not  **  run 
''  with  them  into  the  same  excess  of  riott*""    If  any 
one,  of  this  unhappy  turn,  should  read  this  paper, 
I  would  take  the  opportunity  to  tell  ^ou,  that  L  pity 
you,  and  pray  for  you.  I  well  know  the  gall  and  woroi- 
woodj;  of  your  state,  for  it  was  once  my  own.    I  can- 
not be  surprised  at  any  thing  you  say  or  do.     You  sin 
against  the  light,  and  this  makes  you  desperate :  ''  It 
*'  is  hard  to  kick  against  the  pricks^/'    I  can  tell  from 
my  own  past  experience,  that  your  heart  and  your  lan- 
guage do  not  always  agree.     You  are  sometimes  con- 
strained to  reverence  the  people  you  affect  to  despl^e  ; 
and  often,  when  you  boast  of  jollity*  and  pleasure,  you 
feel  soiuething  within  that  makes  you  wish  you  could 
change  conditions  with  a  sheep  or  a  dog.     I  doubt 
not  but  you  understand  what  I  mean.   Why  then  should 
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you  remain  in  this  miserable  bondage,  when  there  is 
One  able  to  set  you  free  ?  Perhaps  you  have  concluded 
that  you  have  gone  too  far  to  stop ;  that  you  have  sinned 
with  too  high  a  hand  to  be  forgiven,     A  secret  despair' 
of  this  icind,  is  Satan's  great  engine,  by  which  he  hur- 
ries many  sinners  to  the  most  dreadful  extravagancies* 
But  may  I  not  allege  my  own  case  for  your  eneoura^- 
ment  against  such  a  conclusion  ?  You  have  probably 
heard  that  I  was  once  ^'  a  persecutor,  a  blasphemer, 
'*  and  injurious*."      I  was  so  indeed^  to  a  degree  I 
cannot  express.     But  I  obtained  mercy.    The  exceed- 
ing abundant  grace  of  oiir  Lord  Jesus  Christ  brought 
fne  out  of  that  dreadful  state,  and  in  his  providence  he 
has  placed  me  amongst  you,  that  if  I  only  pass  you  in 
the  street,  you  may  have  a  proof  before  your  eyes  of 
his  gracious  declaration,  that  ^'  all  manner  of  sin  and 
**  blasphemy  shall  be  forgiven  to  men  for  the  Son  of 
^'  man's  sake.     There  is  forgiveness  with  him,  that  he 
"  may  be  ftearedf.'*     Oh  that  I  could  prevail  with  you 
to  seek  him  while  he  is  to  be  found,  to  submit  to  him 
before  the  gate  of  mercy  is  quite  shut !  then  '^  I  am 
**  sure  iniquity  should  not  be  your  ruin;^:"  for  "  he  is 
*^  able  to  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that  come  unto  God 
"  by  him^."  At  least,  let  me  give  you  one  caution  7  do 
not  make  the  Scripture,  or  the  people  who  love  it,  the 
subjects  of  your  wanton'  mirth.     "  Be  not  a  mocker, 
"  lest  your  bands  tie  made  stronii||."     A  common  pro- 
verb says,  "  It  is  ill  jesting  with  ed^ed  tools."     I  am 
sure  it  may  l>e  applied  in  the  present  case.  If  the  cause 
you  despise  is  the  cause  of  God,  it  will  be  a  drea.ll'ui 
thing  to  be  found  fighting  aguinst  hiui. 
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VI.  There  remains  a  considerable  number  to  when 
I  faave  not  yet  spoken ;  who  may  know  they  are  not 
believers,  yet  are  tolerably  regular  in  their  attendance 
upon  the  means  of  grace,  and  are  not  habitually  guilty 
of  gross  and  open  sins.  I  commend  you  for  your  rea- 
diness to  hear  the  Gospel,  and  rejoice  that  it  has  some 
influence  upon-  your  ^x)nduct.  But  I  would  caution 
you  against  resting  ill  outward  privileges,  or  thinking 
yourself  safe  because  you  have  escaped  the  abomina-  ' 
tions,  in  which  you  see  some  others  live.  There  are 
other  sins,  which  though  not  so  heinous  in  the  judg- 
ment of  man,  are  sufficient  to  ruin  the  soul.  If  you 
*'  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in 
^*  you*.  To  be  carnally  minded  is  deathf .  Covetous- 
^^  ness  is  idolatry^;.  If  you  are  under  the  prevailing 
^'  power  of  passion,  pride,  and  resentment,  you  are 
"  strangers  to  the  grace  of  God§."  In  a  word,  "  if 
"  you  have  not  the  spirit  of  Christ,  you  are  none  of 
**  hisll.**  A  form  of  Godliness  without  the  power**,  will 
leave  you  helpless  and  hopeless.  Can  you  be  content 
to  be  no  more  than  chaflf  amongst  the  wheatft*  ^^  con- 
verse and  worship  with  the  people  of  God  for  a  season 
here,  and  then  to  be  separated  from  them  for  ever?  If 
you  should  see  those  whom  you  know  and  love,  your 
friends  and  relatives,  received  into  the  kingdom  at  last, 
and  you  yourselves  shut  outJJ,  how  awful  will  your  dis- 
appointment be  !  May  the  Lord  awaken  you  to  a  dili- 
gent search  into  your  own  hearts,  and  into  his  holy 
Word,  and  not  suffer  you  to  take  up  with  any  thing 
short  of  a  real  and  saving  change !  "  Look  to  Jesus, 
"  the  author  and  finisher  of  faitb^^:"  who  is  exalted  to 
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'^  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  repentance  and 
**  pardon,  life  and  immortality^ :"  and  remember  you 
have  bis  £uthful  promise,  ^'  Him  that  cometb  unto  me, 
*^  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  outf." 

I  can  truly  say,  my  dear  friends,  that  "  my  heart's 
^'  desire  and  prayer  to  God  for  you  is,  that  you  may 
"  be  saved;];."  As  some,  I  fear,  have  hitherto  heard  in 
vain,  and  some  will  not  hear  me  at  all,  I  have  chosen 
this  method  to  address  you  all :  I  hope  none  will  be 
offended,  for  I  would  not  willingly  offend  a  child.  I 
hope  I  can  appeal  to  yourselves,  that  God  has  given 
me  a  desire  to  live  peaceably  with  all  men,  and,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  to  promote  your  welfare.  '*  I  seek 

not  yours,  but  you§."     In  a  little  time  **  we  must 

all  appear  before  the  judgment-seat  of  ChristH." — 
There  I  must  give  an  account  of  my  ministry,  and  you 
must  account  for  the  privileges  with  which  you  have 
been  fiavoured.  When  I  think  of  the  solemnities  of 
that  day,  and-  the  worth  of  your  immortal  souls,  I  am 
at  a  loss  for  words  suitable  to  my  desires  on  your  be- 
half. **  I  beseech  you  by  the  tender  mercies  of  our 
"  God**,"  I  warn  you,  by  his  approaching  terrorstti 
that  you  receive  not  this  grace  of  God  in  a  preached 
Gospel  in  vain;]^^.  And  though  I  cannot  expect  to  pre- 
vail on  you  all,  yet  I  write  in  hope,  that  a  blessing  % 
from  the  Lord  will  make  the  reading  of  this  paper  use- 
ful to  some.  And  if  it  be  so,  even  to  one  person,  I 
ought  to  esteem  it  an  over-payment  for  the  labour  of 
my  whole  life. 

And  now  I  commend  you  to  God,  to  the  word  of 
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$  2  Cor.  zii.  14.  1 2  Cor.  iii.  10. 

f\  2  Cor.  T.  11.  tt  2  Cor.  vi.  1. 


668         .til  itdMreM  to  the  InhabUaMt$  ^  Oliiiy» 

his  grace,  and  to  the  teachiDg  of  his  Spirit*.  I  make 
it  my  earnest  request  to  the  favoured  few  who  Vnow 
the  Lord^  and  have  received  the  spirit  of  prayer,  that 
in  your  supplications  at  the  throne  of  grace,  you  will 
frequently  bear  in  remembrancei 

Your  affectionate  Friend  and  Servant 

in  the  Gospel  of  Chris^ 
John  Newton. 

*  Acts  zx.  32. 


J 


A  TOKEN 


OP 


AFFECTION  AND  RESPECT, 

TO  THK    PA&ISBXONBR8   OF 

ST.  BfART  WOOLNOTH  AND  ST.  MARY  WOOLCHURCH, 

LONDON. 

FROM  THEIR  MINISTER. 


Acts  zzti.  3. 
I  beicech  tlwe  to  hear  me  patiently. 


I  9BSEECH  THEE  TO  HEAR  I^tE  PATDBBhXY. 


My  respected  Friendsi 


I 


T  being  impracticable  to  write  separately  and  dis- 
tinctly to  every  person  in  the  parishes  with  which  I  am 
connected  as  a  Minister ;  I  cannot  offer  you  this  testi- 
mony of  my  sincere  regard  for  your  welfare,  without 
availing  myself  of  the  conveniency  of  the  press^.  And 
I  wish,  while  I  express  myself  with  freedom,  to  ob- 
serve the  same  respect  and  tenderness,  as  if  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  conversing  personally  and  severally  with 
each  of  you. 

My  income  from  the  parishes  is  legally  settled,  and 
regularly  and  readily  paid.  I  am  well  satisfied  with 
it ;  and  have  only  to  wish  on  this  head,  that  the  people 
of  my  charge  may  be  benefited  by  the  ministry  which 
they  jointly  contribute  to  support.  I  acknowledge 
likewise,  with  thankfulness  to  God  and  to  you,  that  in 
the  occasional  intercourse  I  have  had  amongst  you,  t 
have  never  received  the  least  personal  incivility  or  un- 

*  A  passage  is  omitted  here,  expressive  of  tlie  author's  detemuiialion  to 
confine  this  address  to  his  parishioners  i  but  as  his  executors  consider  this 
as  applicable  only  to  the  period  of  its  pnblication,  they  hsvc  not  scrupled  to 
insert  the  address  among  his  posthumous  writing*!. 
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kindness  from  any  one.  Though  I  cannot  but  knotr 
and  lament,  that  the  subject-matter  of  my  preaching  is 
to  many  of  you  not  pleasing;  and  though  several  steps 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  take,  must  appear,  to 
some  of  you,  unnecessary  and  troublesome  innovations, 
I  have  met  with  no  direct  and  studied  marks  of  oppo- 
sition or  ill-will.  Your  conduct  has,  in  this  respect 
been  worthy  of  the  politeness  and  humanity  which  dis- 
tinguish you  on  other  occasions. 

The   only  cause  of  complaint,  or  rather  of  grief, 
which  you  have  given  me  is,  ^hat  so  many  of  those,  to 
whom  I  earnestly  desire  to  be  useful,  refuse  me  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  them  at  church  on  the  Lord's  day. 
Aiy  concern  does  not  arise  from  the  want  of  hearers. 
If  either  a  numerous  auditdry,  or  the  respectab/e  clia- 
racters  of  many  of  the  individuals  who  compose    it, 
could  satisfy  me,  I  might  be  satisfied.      But  I  mtiBt 
grieve,   while  I  see  so  few  of  my  own  parishioners 
among  them.      Let  me  entreat  your  favourable  atten- 
tion, while  I  respectfully  and  affectionately  expostulate 
on  this  head. 

The  general  design  of  my  ministr}'  in  this  city, 
inight,  and  I  trust  wonlcl,  have  been  answered,  if  it  had 
pleased  God  to  placr.  me  in  some  other  parish.  Hut 
He  saw  fit  to  fix  mc  amongst  you.  This  appointment, 
as  it  ought  to  give  you  a  preference  in  my  regard,  and 
to  make  me  studiously  solicitous  to  promote  your  ad- 
vantage ;  so  likewise  it  gives  you  a  more  immediate  and 
particular  interest  than  others,  in  the  event  of  my  ser- 
vices. However  little  worthy  of  your  notice  in  anv 
other  view,  if  I  am  a  servant  of  God,  a  minister  of  the 
I-ord  Jesus  Christ,  if  I  speak  the  truth  in  love,  how 
can  1  but  he  pained  at  the  thought,  that  many  to  whom 
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the  word  of  salvation  is  sent*  refuse  to  hear  it,  and 
reject  the  counsel  of  God  against  themselvesl ! 

I  am  unwilling  to  suppose,  and  yet,  when  1  consider 
the  progress  of  infidelity  in  the  present  day,  I  cannot 
but  fear  that  there  may  be  some  amongst  you,  who 
absent  themselves  from  the  church,  not  so  much  from 
a  Hihlike  of  what  may  be  called  my  scheme,  or  my 
sentiments,  as  from  a  disregard  to  religion  in  general, 
at  least  to  the  christian  religion.  I  know  how  to  pity 
persons  of  this  unhappy  turn,  for  it  was  too  long  my 
own.  It  is  not  only  a  hazardous,  but  an  uncomfortable 
state  ;  for  notwithstanding  their  utmost  address  and 
endeavours,  they  cannot  wholly  avoid  painful  appre- 
hensions, lest  the  Bible,  which  they  wish  to  be  false, 
should  prove  to  be  the  truth.  It  was  thus  with  me, 
and  it  must,  iu  the  nature  of  things,  be  thus  with  every 
infidel.  To  doubt  or  deny  the  truth  of  Christianity  is 
too  common  ;  but  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  false,  is  an 
utter  impossibility.  I  laboured  long  in  the  attempt, 
but,  when  I  least  expected  it,  I  met  with  evidence  that 
overpowered  n)y  resistance ;  and  the  Bible  which  I  had 
despised,  removed  my  scepticism.  lie  against  whom 
I  had  hardened  myself,  was  pleased  to  spare  me ;  and 
I  now  live  to  %  tell  you,  that  there  is  forgiveness  with 
him. 

But  the  greater  part  of  you,  I  am  persuaded,  will 
agree  with  me  thus  far  at  least,  that  the  Scripture  is  a 
divine  revelation.  But  do  not  some  of  you  act  incon- 
sistently with  your  acknowledged  principles  }  Can  you  ^ 
reconcile  your  conduct  to  the  precepts  of  God,  or  to 
the  character  of  those  who  fear  and  love  him,  as  de- 
scribed  either  in  the  Old  or  New  Testamehtr    If  you 

•  Acts  xiii.  26.         f  Luke  vii.  30.        t  Psal.  cxxx.  4. 
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have  servants  and  dependants,  you  expect  to  be  obey- 
ed ;  and  do  yoa  profess  yourselves  the  servants  of 
God,  and  yet  allow  yourselves  in  the  breach  of  his 
known  commandments  ?  The  habits  of^  business  or 
amusement  in  w  hieh  you  live,  not  only  engross  your 
time  and  thoughts  during  the  rest  of  the  week,  but  in- 
dispose you  for  the  due  observation  of  the  day  which 
he  has  enjoined  you  to  keep  holy.  You  have  engage- 
ments of  another  kind,  which  will  not  admit  of  your 
stated  regular  attendance  on  the  public  worship  of 
God;  and  if  you  constrain  yourself  to  be  present  oc- 
casionally, the  light  which  a  faithful  preacher  forces 
upon  your  conscience  offends  you,  and  makes  you  will- 
ing to  catch  at  every  pretence  which  may  furnish  you 
with  the  shadow  of  an  excuse  for  not  hearing  hioi 
again. 

But  this  is  not  the  character  of  all  who  have  withr 
drawn  themselves.  Some  of  you  have  not  forsaken 
the  public  worship ;  you  attend  at  other  churches,  and 
are  ready  to  complain  that  you  have  been  driven  from 
your  own.  If  you  have  candour  to  allow  that  possibly 
I  mean  well,  yet  the  manner  of  my  preaching  is  so 
different  from  what  you  were  formerly  accustomed  to, 
and  from  what  you  approve,  that  after  having  heard 
nie,  and  perhaps  more  than  once,  you  have  been  con- 
strained to  seek  new  places,  and  to  resign  your  seats 
in  your  parish  church  to  strangers.  If  I  venture  to 
plead  with  you  upon  this  ground,  it  is  not  without 
being  aware  of  the  delicacy  of  the  subject.  It  will 
seem  like  pleading  my  own  cause.  But  I  am  conscious, 
that  I  would  not  trouble  you  with  a  single  line  in  the 
way  of  self-justification,  \(  it  were  not  for  your  sakes, 
and  with  a  desire  of  obviating  such  misapprehensions 
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as  I  verily  believe  you  cannot  retain  uithout  disadvan- 
tage to  yourselves. 

As  a  protestant  minister,  and  preaching  to  protestant 
bearers,  I  not  only  take  my  'text  from  the  Scriptures, 
but  likewise  draw  from  thence  the  proofs  and  illustra- 
tions of  what  I  advance  in  my  sermons.     I  frequently, 
yea,  constantly  appeal  to  the  Bible,  the  acknowledged 
standard  and  touchstone  of  religious  sentiments.      A3 
a  minister  of  the  church  of  England,  when  speaking 
to  the  professed  members  of  that  church,  I  might  like- 
wise appeal  to  the  current  doctrine  expressed  in  our 
liturgy  and  articles ;  but  I  seldom  do  it,  because  hav- 
ing, as  I  conceive,  the  highest  authority,  the  holy  Scrip- 
ture, on  my  side,  I  need  no  other.      If  you  could  be 
certain,  that  with  respect  to  the  points  wherein  we 
differ,  the  Scriptures  are  for  you  and  against  me,  your 
refusal  to  hear  me  would  be  justifiable.     But  otherwise 
it  behooves  you  to  be  cautious,  lest,  while  you  think  . 
you  only  reject  what  appears  to  you  novel  or  imper- 
tinent, your  contempt  should  unhappily  fall  upon  thq 
doctrine  of  the  prophets  and  apostles,  and  of  Christ 
himself.     I  must  magnify  my  office*.     On  other  occa- 
sions, I  wish  to  demean  myself  as  the  least  of  all,  and 
the  servant  of  all ;  but  when  I  stand  in  the  pulpit,  I 
speak  in  the  name  and  under  the  authority  of  Him, 
whom  we  believe  will  shortly  come  to  be  our  judge, 
and  who  has  said^  *^  He  that  dcspiseth  you,  despisetb 
'-'  met." 

I  mean  not  to  take  up  your  time,  at  present,  with  a 
detail  or  a  discussion  of  sentiments.      I  offered  a  brief  • 
outline  of*  my  thoughts  and  aims,  in  the  first  sermoo  I 
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preached  among  you,  and  which  was  printed  solely 
with  the  design  of  presenting  it  to  you;  though  by  m 
mistake,  that  gave  me  pain  at  the  time,  it  became  more 
public  than  I  intended.  To  the  profession  I  then  made,  * 
I  have  by  the  goodness  of  God,  been  enabled  invari-*; 
ably  to  conform.  I  doubt  not  but  I  have  spoken  tbe^ 
truth*;  I  have  endeavoured  to  speak  it  in  love.  It  is 
true,  I  have  not  dared  to  disguise  or  palliate  my  prin- 
ciples. '  I  account  it  a  great  mercy  to  me,  that  I  havo 
not  been  influenced  by  the  fear  or  the  favour  of  mea. 
fiut  my  conscience  bears  me  witness,  that  so  far  as 
truth  and  duty  would  admit,  I  have  studied  to  avoid 
whatever  might  give  you  offence  or  pain.  When  I 
came  to  St  Mary  Woolnoth,  not  being  altogether  a 
stranger  to  what  is  called  the  world,  and  to  the  maxims 
prevalent  in  genteel  life,  I  could  not  promise  myself 
very  genteel  acceptance  as  a  preacher.  I  knew  that  if 
I  would  be  faithful  to  my  conscience,  some  of  my 
hearers  must  be  displeased ;  but  though  I  was  coikt 
^trained  to  risk  your  displeasure,  I  have  been  solicitous 
not  to  provoke  it,  or  to  lay  any  unnecessary  difficulties 
either  in  your  way  or  in  my  own. 

Many  persons,  whose  good  sense  and  liberal  edu- 
cation exempt  or  free  them  from  prejudices  oi  other 
kinds,  are  frequently  almost  as  much  under  the  power 
of  religious  prejudices  as  the  vulgar.  We  lament  this 
more  than  we  wonder  at  it.  The  reason  is  obvious. 
In  temporal  concerns  they  examine  and  judge  for  them- 
selves. But  in  religious  matters,  they  are  content  to  let 
others  judge  for  them,  and,  (if  I  may  so  speak,)  to 
swim  with  the  stream  of  a  prevailing  opinion.    To  this 
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cause  I  must  ascribit  some  of  the  exceptions  that  ara 
taken  to  my  ministry. 

In  almost  every  at^e  and  country  where  Christianity 
has  been  professed,  some  hard  name  or  term  of  re* 
proach  has  been  imposed  upon  those  who  ventured  to 
maintain  a  more  evangelical  strain  of  doctrine,  or  a 
stricter  course  of  conduct,  than  was  agreeable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  Even  the 
Christian  name,  honourable  as  we  may  now  think  it, 
was  used  by  the  heathens,  when  it  first  obtained,  as  a 
stigma,  a  term  of  the  utmost  contempt  and  hatred; 
and  Christians  were,  by  common  consent,  reputed  the 
off-scouring,  and  filth  of  all  things*.  In  a  like  re- 
proachful sense  the  names  of  Lollards  and  Gospellers 
were  applied  by  the  papists,  to  those  whom  God  ho- 
noured as  his  instruments  in  freeing  our  fore-fathers 
from  the  shackles  of  popery,  by  introducing  that 
light  of  truth  which  issued  in  the  reformation.  Men 
of  the  same. spirit  were  afterwards  branded  in  pro- 
testant  nations  with  the  terms  Pietist  and  Puritan.  Of 
late  years  the  name  of  Methodist  has  been  imposed  as 
a  mark  and  vehicle  of  reproach.  I  have  not  hitherto 
met  with  a  person  who  could  give  me  a  definition  or 
precise  idea  of  what  is  generally  intended  by  this  for- 
midable word,  by  those  who  use  it  to  express  th^ir  dis- 
approbation. Till  I  do,  I  am  at  a  loss  whether  to 
confess  or  deny  tiiat  I  am,  (what  some  account  me,)  a 
mcthodist.  If  it  be.  supposed  to  include  any  thing, 
whetl^r  in  principle  or  conduct,  unsuitable  to  the  cha- 
racter of  a  regular  minist^  of  the  church  of  England, 
I  may,  and  I  do  disown  it.  And  yet  it  is  probable, 
that  some  ot  my  parishioners  hearing,  and  easily  taking 
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it  for  granted,  that  I  am  a  metbodist,  think  it  a  sufficient 
proof  that  it  cannot  be  worth'  their  while  to  hear  me. 

That  I  may  not  disgust  aAd  lyeary  my  hearers  by 
Ae  length  of  my  sermons,  I  carefully  endeavour  not  to 
exceed  three,  quarters  of  an  hour,  at  those  seasons  when 
I  have  most  reason  to  hope  for  the  presence  of  my  pa- 
rishioners. At  other  times  I  allow  myself  a  longer 
term  ;  but  even  this,  I  understand,  is  thought  too  long. 
If  I  considered  my  preaching  only  as  a  customary  ap- 
pendage, without  which  I  could  not,  with  a  good  grace, 
collect  my  dues,  we  should  not  loftg  differ  upon  this 
point.  So  far  as  brevity  would  be  pleasing,  it  would 
cost  me  little  trouble  to  please.  But  if  the  proper  ends 
of  preaching  are  to  instruct,  to  admonish,  to  exhort, 
and  to  persuade  ;  if  the  great  truths  of  Scripture  are  to 
be  explained,  illustrated,  and  applied;  if  the  various 
known  or  probable  states  and  cases  of  the  several  per- 
sons who  compose  our  auditories  are  to  be  attended  to ; 
in  a  word,  if,  as  a  preacher,  I  am  conscientiously  to  en- 
deavour to  save  myself  and  them*  that  hear  me  ;  then 
I  confess  I  know  not  how  to  answer  these  ends,  were 
I  to  limit  myself  to  a  much  shorter  space  than  I  do. 
And  sometimes,  when  my  heart  has  been  deeply  im- 
pressed with  a  sense  of  the  worth  of  souls,  the  brevity 
and  uncertainty  of  life,  and  the  solemnity  of  that  hour 
when  both  preachers  and  hearers  must  give  an  account 
of  themselves  to  God,  I  have,  perhaps,  in  defiance  of 
my  previous  determination,  been  constrained  to  ex. 
ceed  it  a  few  minutes,  though  but  seldom.  I  am  per- 
suaded you  are  mistaken,  when  you  think  the  length  of 
my  discourses  is  the  cause  of  your  dissatisfaction.  It  is 
not  so  much  the  length,  as  the    subject-matter,   that 
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wearies  you.  It  is  possible  I  could,  if  I  durst,  preach 
a  sermon,  which  though  it  exceeded  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  you  would  not  think  too  long.  Many  persons 
can  afford  their  attention  for  several  hours  to  pleaders  at 
the  bar,  or  to  speakers  in  parliament,  without  weari- 
ness, whose  patience  is  quickly  exhausted  under  a  ser- 
mon, where,  the  principles  of  Scripture  are  plainly  en- 
forced, and  a  faithful  application  of  them  is  addressed 
to  the  conscience.  I  mean  not  to  vie  with  the  public 
speakers  you  admire.  I  lay  no  claim  to  the  honour  of 
an  orator,  nor  do  I  expect,  or  even  \iish,  to  engage  your 
attention  by  the  elegance  and  modulation  of  my  pe^ 
riods.  If  I  possessed  abilities  of  this  kind,  I  must  de- 
cline the  use  of  them.  I  must  speak  to  the  unlearned 
as  well  as  to  the  wise,  and  therefore  my  principal  aim  is 
to  be  understood*  Yet  I  would  hope  I  am  not  justly 
chargeable  with  speaking  nonsense,  or  expressing  my— 
self  with  a  levity  or  carelessness  unsuitable  to  the  pul- 
pit, or  disrespectful  to  the  auditory.  But,  alas  !  there 
are  too  many  hearers,  who  seem  more  desirous  of  en- 
tertainment, than  of  real  benefit  iron)  a  sermon  !  They 
do  not  act  thus  in  the  affairs  of  common  life.  Were 
they  to  consult  a  physician  or  a  lawyer,  they  would  not 
be  content  with  having  their  opinion  upon  a  point  of 
law,  or  a  case  of  medicine  in  which  they  themselves 
had  no  personal  concern.  It  is  their  oun  case  they  ex- 
pect should  be  considered.  But  when  they  come  to 
church,  if  the  discourse  be  ingenious,  and  the  elocution 
of  the  preacher  agreeable,  it  suffices ;  and  the  less  the 
subject  comes  home  to  their  personal  concernment,  the  . 
more,  (in  genural,)  they  are  pleajif  d  with  it.  That  is, 
tliey  are  disposed  to  be  pleased  with  the  preacher,  if  b^  ■ 
says  nothing  to  make  thrn)  displeased  uith  themselves. 
Another  objeotion  which  I  must  likewise  ti 


prejudice  is,  that  I  am  an  extempore  preacher.      Tte 
practice  of  reading  sermons  to  a  public  assembly,  has 
been  hitherto  peculiar  to  the  English  nation.     Bishop 
Burnet  observes,  that  it  took  its  rise  soon  after   the 
dawn  of  the  reformation  amongst  us.      Latimer  and 
other  great  men,  whose  names,  now  they  are  dead,  are 
'mentioned    with  some   respect,    were,    when    living 
treated    by  many  as  if  they  had    been   methodists. 
They  were  contemptuously  styled   Gospeliers,    and 
preaching  in  unquiet  times,  when  there  were  insurreo 
tions  in  diffen  nt  parts  of  the  kingdom,  they  were  tra- 
duced as  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles  had  been  before 
them,  and  charged  with  having  a  design  to  foment  sedi« 
tion  by  their  sermons.     This  was  done  with  a  view  of 
awakening  the  suspicion  and  distrust  of  Henry  VI I L 
against  them,  who  was  a  prince  sufficiently  jealous  of 
liis  authority.     The  preachers  not  only  disavowed  the 
charge,    but  were  led  to  write  their  discourses,  that 
they  might,  if  necessary,  confute  their  slanderers,  by 
producing   what  they  had  actually  delivered.       The 
like  accusations,  and  the  like  suspicioQS,  in  some  suc- 
ceeding reigns,  renilcred  the  same  precaution  expedient. 
At  length  the  cnstoni  became  general  and  established. 
In  most,  if  not  in  all  other  parts  of  Christendom,  a  man 
wi.o  should  attenipt  to  read  his  sermon  from  the  {)ulpit 
would  lind  but  few  hearers;  he  would  be  judged  dib- 
funlified  for  the  office  of  a  preacher  by  his  own  con- 
fLShion.       Insomuch  that  tliey  who,  after  having  pre- 
\iously  considered  their  subject,  are  not  able  to  speak 
upon  it  with  some  degree  of  readiness,  arc  obliged  not 
only  to  write  their  sermons,  but  to  submit  to  the  bur- 
<lcnsome  task  of  committing  them  to  memory;   for 
leading  them  would  not  be  endured.     With  us,  on  ifie 
contrary,  the  prejudice   in    favour  of  reading    is   so 


strong)  that  many  people  can  form  no  expectatkm 
tff  stnse,  argument,  or  coherence,  from  a  man  who 
preaches  without  a  book.  They  will  require  little  mora 
proof  ef  bis  being  unworthy  of  their  notice,  than  to  be 
told  he  is  an  extempore  speaker.  Here  again,  in  the 
concerns  of  common  life,  they  judge  and  act  other* 
wise.  There  is  little  doubt  but  the  theatres  would 
soon  be  much  less  frequented,  if  the  performers  were  to 
appear  with  books  in  their  hands,  and  each  one  to  read 
bis  respective  part.  And  perhaps  the  theatre  is  the 
only  place  where  a  public  speaker  would  be  much  ad- 
mired, if  it  were  known  that  he  spoke  neither  more  nor 
less  than  he  had  previously  determined  to  say.  In  par- 
liamentary debates,  and  in  pleadings  in  our  courts  of 
justice,  the  occurrence  of  unexpected  replies  and  ob» 
jections,  and  other  new  circumstances,  renders  it  ne» 
eessary  that  a  man  should  be  so  far  master  of  his  sub* 
ject  and  his  thoughts,  as  to  be  able  to  accommodate  him^ 
self  to  tliose  sudden  turns,  which  often  lead  him  into  a 
train  of  discussions  and  arguments,  which  could  not  be 
premeditated,  because  the  occasions  could  not  be  fore-^ 
seen.  If  this  habit  and  facility  of  speaking  off-hand, 
and  applying  principles  of  general  knowledge  to  parti- 
cular subjects  and  incidents  as  they  offer,  be  allowed, 
approved,  and  even  required  in  other  public  speakers, 
why  should  it  be  supposed  that  the  preacher  is  the 
only  person  who  cannot,  or  must  not,  express  his 
thoughts,  but  in  that  order,  and  in  those  words,  in 
which  he  has  previously  written  them?  Is  not  Divinity 
a  subject  sufficiently  copious  ?  Are  not  the  topics  which 
the  Scriptures  afford,  well  suited  by  their  importance, 
certainty,  and  authority,  to  awaken  the  strongest  emo« 
tions,  and  to  draw  forth  the  highest  exertions  of  which 

the  human  mind  is  capable?  Shall  the  management  of 
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tiie oODtaited. daim of  •ihcHiae  tea  fi«kl,  or  |^e  intair. 
<Bte  ofcoDteoding  politieal  parties^'iie  deemed  ot  auGJbk 
MMeqneoca  as  to  et^age.tte  attention  nd  admiration 
iff  htflmrsP  And  »hall.ainiiUHter  of  the  Goupe^  whea 
ealled  by  kis  office  to  unilDld  the'^vondevs  of  ]redemptio% 
or  to'enlar^  on  the  solema  themes  of  judgment*  hea^ 
tito,  and  hell,  be  tbooghttbe  dnly  mfin.whpbas  cbos^ii 
m  subject  incapable  of  justifying  his  eafiie$lne3S,  or.  of 
IbraiBliing  him  with  sudi  thoughts  and  enprensions  upf>. 
oh  the  spot,  as  the  most  jodicious  part  of  his  auditory 
need  not  disdain  to  hear  r  Certainly^  if  the  Bible  be  true^ 
a  minktcr  must  have  the  advantage  of  all.qtber  persona 
who  speak  in  a  public  chmeter !  His  subject  is  mora 
weighty,  and  of  infinitely  vore  concern  to  his  hearenu 
He  speaks  in  the  iaame  of  God,  and  has  an  express  pra^ 
mise  of  the  assistance  of  his  Holy  Spirjtk  if  nut  to 
supersede  his  faculties^  yet  to  influence,  animiite»  ao4 
guide  them,  to  bring  things' seasonably  to  his  remeoi* 
brance,  and  to  apply  thfem  to  the  heart  wiih  a  divjiiis 
energy.  We  know  that  it  is  so  in  fact ;  and  tbou{()i 
we  are  slighted,  and  perhafw  despised,  by  qiany,  them 
are  others  who  receive  our  testimony  with  joy,  and  hUI 
acknowledge  that  what  the  world  esteems  the  foolish- 
ness of  preaching^,  has,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  made 
them  wisfe  unto  salvationf. 

I  earnestly  entreat  you,  my  beloved  friends,  sed* 
ously  to  consider  these  things.  In  the  midst  of  the  va- 
rious sentiments  and  opinions  which  prevail,  it  is,  at 
least  certain  that  we  are  all  mortal,  and  that  life  is  not 
only  short,  but  highly  precarious.  If  you  believe  the 
Scriptures,  you  acknowledge,  that  after  death  there  is 
tn  appointed  judgment^  and  an  unchangeable,  everlast-» 
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ing  state.  If  so,  should  you  not  carefully  examine  tbt 
ground  of  your  hope,  and  fear  even  the  possibility  of  a 
mistake,  which  if  not  rectified  before  death,  will  then 
be  fatal  and  without  remedy?  If  you  would  not  sign  a* 
lease  or  a  contract  without 'examining  it  for  yourselvieSi 
^'hy  will  you  venture  your  eternal  concernments  im- 
plicitly upon  the  prevailing  opinions  of  those  around 
you  r  Especially,  when  our  Lord  himself  has  told  us, 
that  whoever  may  be  right,  the  many  are  undoubtedly 
wrong.  For  "  wide  is  the  gate,  and  broad  is  the  way^ 
"  that  leadetb  to  destruction,  and  many  there  be  that 
^^  go  in  thereat;  because  straight  is  the  gate,  and  narrow 
"  is  the  way,  that  leadeth  unto  life,  and  Jew  there  ba 
*'  that  find  it*."  If  for  the  present  you  seem  confirmed 
in  your  manner  of  thinking  and  living,  by  the  number^ 
names,  and  examples  of  those  with  whom  you  agree ; 
yet  consider,  you  must  soon  be  separated  from  them  alL 
Not  one  of  them  will  be  al)le  to  comlbrtyou  in  a  dying 
hour,  or  to  answer  for  you  to  God.  You  may  live  in 
a  throng,  but  you  must  die  alone.  Religious  subjects 
are  seldoip  tiie  diosen  topics  of  conversation,  in  what 
is  usually  called  good  company ;  if  occasionally  intro- 
duced, how  superficially  are  they  treated,  yet  bow 
peremptorily  are  they  decided  upon,  and  then  bow 
readily  dismissed !  I3ut  sooner  or  later  their  importance 
will  be  known.  The  Scripture  is  the  rule  by  which  we 
must  all  be  Judged  at  last ;  it  is  theretbre  our  wisdom 
to  judge  ourselves  by  it  now.  Would  you  be  per- 
suaded to  do  this,  praying  to  God  for  that  assistance 
which  you  need  to  direct  your  inquiries,  aixd  which  he 
has  promised  he  will  afford  to  them  that  ask  hiu),  it 
would  have  a  happy  eflcct  upon  your  principles  and 

•  Malt.  vii.  13. 


yoir  '|M«OK  Se«rdi  Mri  foad'  te  yourselves^  if  thit 
Serf pMm  does  not  sptak^to  alt*  mmkiDd  «s  id  a  8tal» 
if  coridMiDttiDD ;  if  k  iffsadi  iis*aBy  hope  d  delirer^ 
itoce  bit  for  the  sake  of  die  Locd  Jesua  Cluriitt;  if  it 
ftMiaaatni  any  method  of  bang  saved  thnNigh  him,  bub 
by  *«  Wlh$  wrooghl  'by'dto  t>peration  of>t3od,  and 
evtaced  by  a  temper  of  k^  and  a  habit  of  chearfal 
obedience  to  his  preceplsi^:  if  these  p<nnt%  ^vrtuch  eouH 
prise  the  generai  scope  of  oiy  preachia^  art  oootaineA 
and'  taught  in  the  Bibie^  they  ought  not  to  be  spokesi^ 
against 

I  can  have  no  interest  to  forward  by  this  addreasy 
eacept  that  btorest  ^bieh  I  feel  in  your,  veltoe.  ff 
have  no  fiivour  to  solicit  from  yon^  but  that  youi  would 
atMkd  lo  the  thingi  which^pertain  to  yoov^etoraal  hap^ 
^}ness»  I  can  truly  say^  I  seek  not  yeurii  hot  you  ff^ 
"Illiough  I  am  not  indifierent  to  your  good  opinion,  ao 
fo^.aa  lespects  my  integrity  and  moral  charaMSTi  yet  it 
is  a  small  thing  with  me  to  be  judged  of  man's  judg^ 
ment ;  nor  would  your  united  approbation  content  me; 
except  I  could  hope  it  was  founded  in  your  cordial  ac-^ 
ceptance  of  the  Gospel  which  I  preach.  I  have  taken 
tiiis  method,  as  it  seemed  the , only  one  in  my  power,  of 
acquainting  some  of  you  with  my  sentiments,  which  yet 
h  highly  concerns^  you  to  know ;  not  because  they  are 
mine,  but,  (I  speak  it  with  confidence,)  because  they  are 
true,  and  of  the  utmost  consequence.  However  amiable 
and  benevolent  in  your  private  characters,  except  you 
are  born  again**  born  from  above,  delivered  from  the 
love  and  spirit  of  the  M^ordff,  and  made  partakers  of  the 


•  Rom.  iii.  19.  t  Acts  it.  12. 

§  Col.  ii.  12.     Gal.  t.  6.    1  Pet  i.  2. 
••  Johix  iii.  3.  It  Gal.  i.  4. 


i  Mark.  xvi.  16. 
1 2  Cor.  xu.  14. 


lore  and  spirit  of  the  Lord  Jesus*,  you  cannot  be  ac» 
oepted  o(  bim  in  the  great  approaching  day  of  his  ap- 
pearance. My  heart  longs  for  your  salvation ;  but 
whether  you  will  bear,  or  whether  you  will  forbear,  I 
must  take  your  consciences  to  witness,  that  I  havo 
been  faithful  to  you.  If  after  this,  (which  may  God 
forbid  !)  any  should  perish,  i  am  clear  of  their  bloodf. 
Permit  me  to  make  one  request*  It  is  not  likely  that 
I  shall  ever  trouble  you  in  this  way  again,  and  there* 
fore  1  would  entreat  you  lo  preserve  this  paper.  If  it 
makes  no  impression  on  you  at  present,  a  more  favouTT 
able  season  may  come.  If  you  pay  but  little  attention 
to  it  in  your  prosperity,  a  time  of  affliction  may  invito 
you  to  peruse  it  again.  If  you  re^d  it  not  while  I  am 
living,  you  may,  should  you  survive  me,  read  it  mora 
carefully  after  my  decease.  It  is  however  probable,  that 
some  of  you  will  not  survive  me.  Death  may  be  even 
at  your  door.  If  the  thought  of  such  a  visitant  be  un- 
welcome to  you,  it  is  owing  to  a  secret  consciousness 
that  you  are  not  prepared  for  it,  and  therefore  you  seek 
refuge  from  the  painful  apprehension,  in  a  round  of 
business  or  pleasure ;  perhaps,  for  the  present,  with  too 
much  success.  Yet  sooner  or  later,  the  hour  you 
dread  must  come.  ''  It  is  appointed  for  all  men  once 
'*  to  die,  and  after  death  the  judgment''  There  we 
shall  all  meet  May  the  Lord  God  so  influence  your 
minds  now,  that  our  meeting  then  may  be  comfortable 
and  happy! 

Thus  far  I  have  written  chiefly  to  those  who  absent 
themselves'  from  the  church.  But  I  thank  God  I  am 
not  wholly  deserted  by  my  parishioners.  With  regard 
to  those  who  have  patience  and  candour  to  hear  me,  I 
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pe  mhbpt  1|M  what  liwy  bow  jMhb  harsh  and  dlflf«' 
It  10  my  Benncym,  iMy.  hetei^ker  approve  itseif  tor 
4r  jodginent  No  person  in  fhe  co^gregalibn  can 
tfore  averse  from  tiiedoe#ines  Whkfa  1  ^low  preach 
in  I  mytolf-oncewiui;  TBii'gi^  me  enfcoiltrageiiient 
ilNr  othen,  npskAMj  wUen  tbfcy  are'Willii%ta«itend  <» 
ibt  meato  whi(!b  Odd-  hto  proifiis^  to  'bkMs.  For 
iiith  cbftieth  by  hearing^ .  If  I  have  rt^  aiiy  tHnii!;  (Son- 
tMry  to  my  intention, '  uttntH  a  sii^le  Mliteooe  in  my 
own  8pirit,ior  that  might  give  (tmnjusi  cause  of  oience^ 
I  should  be  glad,  if  I  knew  it,  'to  ask  tlieir  pardon.''^ 

Some  of  you  there  are;  (nUty  God  increiise  the  num- 
ber,)  who  not  only  hear,  bpt  approve,  because  ,tbey 
have  <m  eiperience  in  their  own  hearts  that  1  speak  the 
truth.  Tbe^  have  felt  the  evil  of  sm,  and  the  necessity 
df  a  Saviour.  They  have  received  the  record  God  baa 
g^ven  of  his  Son,  and  place  their  whole  dependence 
npon  luin,  as  their  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctifica- 
tibn,  and  redemptionf.  To  these  I  can  address  myself 
with  more  freedom.  You  know  the  difficulties  of  my 
situation,  and  will  assist  me  with  your  prayers.  I  trust 
likewise  yon  will  assist  me  by  your  conduct,  and  that 
your  lives  and  conversations  will  contribute  to  stop  the 
mouths  of  gainsayers,  and  constrain  them  to  acknow- 
ledge that  the  doctrines  of  grace,  which  I  preach, 
when  rightly  understood  and  cordially  embraced,  are 
productive  of  peace,  contentment,  integrity,  benevo- 
lence, and  humility,  lyf  any  eyes  are  upon  you,  watch- 
ing for  your  halting,  and  seeking  occasion  by  your  mis- 
carriages, if  they  can  observe  any,  to  speak  evil  of  the 
way  ot  truth;!;.  May  the  grace  oi  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
enable  you  to  disappoint  them,  and  make  them  ashamed ! 


•  Rom.  X,  17. 
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We  roust  expect  s&me  opposition,  many  temptations 
and  trials ;  but  we  are  engaged  in  a  good  cause,  and 
we  have  a  mighty  Saviour,  a  compassionate  friend,  a 
prevailing  advocate.  He  knows  your  path ;  be  sees 
your  conflicts.  And  be  has  engaged  to  support,  to 
guide,  and  to  guard  you,  and  at  length  to  make  you 
more  than  conquerors*,  and  to  bestow  upon  you  a 
crown  of  everlasting  lifet- 

I  am  your  affectionate  servant, 

John  Nbwton. 
Hoxtonj  Nov.  \,  1781. 


♦  Bom.  viii.  Of.  t  R^v.  ii.  10, 
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TO 


The  Rev.  D"»»  W*<^«<«^* 


Dear  and  Reverend  Sif> 


T 


HE  kind  present  of  your  book,  and  your  kind  intcHsr 
tion  in  addrts^sing  your  sermons  to  me  by  name,  de^ 
served  a  more  early  acknowledgment.  I  am  pleased 
with  every  mark  of  regard  from  a  Christian  brother, 
though  I  could  have  wished  not  to  be  held  up  to  public 

notice :  and  Mr.  J 1,  who  likewise  meant  well, 

has  made  the  business  a  little  more  awkward  to  me  by 
styling  me  Doctor^  an  honour  which  the  newspapers  in- 
formed me,  (for  I  have  no  official  intelligence,)  has  been 
conferred  upon  me  by  the  college  of  Prince-town,  in 
America.  However,  by  the  grace  of  God,  I  am  de- 
termined not  to  assume  the  title  of  Doctor,  unless  1 
should  receive  a  diploma  from  a  college  in  the  New 
Settlement  at  Sierra  Leone.  The  dreary  coast  of 
Africa  was  the  university  to  which  the  Lord  was 
pleased  to  send  me,  and  I  dare  not  acknowledge  a  re- 
lation to  any  other. 

I  need  not  express  my  approbation  of  your  sermons 
in  stronger  terms  than  by  saying,  that  I  have  seldom 
met  with  any  thing  more  congenial  to  my  own  senti- 
ments and  taste,  I  read  them  with  great  satisfac- 
tion. 


MS  On  FoUtieal  BAate. 

>  'Pbougb  I  have  very  little  time  for  reading,  bad  your 
whole  volume  consisted  of  such  sermons,  I  should 
have  gone  through  it  muc^.BOoner :  but  your  lectures 
on  Liberty,  though  ingenious  and  well  written,  were 
not  so  interesting  to  me. .  1 1  waa  therefore  longer  be- 
fore I  could  find  leisure  to  finish  them ;  and  this  has 
occasioned  the  delay  of  my  letter;  fojr  I  thought  it 
would  be  premature  to  write  till  I  could  say  I  had  read 
them. 

I  hope  I  am  a  friend  to  liberty,  both  civil  and  reli- 
gious, but  I  fear  you  will  hardly  allow  it,  when  I  say^ 
I  think  myself  possessedof  as  much  of  these  blessings 
at  present,  as  I  wish  for,  I  can,  indeed,  form  an  idea 
Qf  something  more  perfect ;  but  I  expect  no  perfection 
in  this  state :  a&d,  when  I  consider  the  lord's  question, 
'*  Shall  pot  my  soul  be  avenged  on  such  a  nation  as 
'^  this  ?"*  I  cannot  but  wonder  that  such  a  nation  as  this 
should  st;ill  be  favoured  with  so  many  privileges,  iv^bich 
we  still  enjoy  and  still  abuse. 

Allow  me  to  say,  that  it  excites  both  my  wonder  and 
concern,  that  a  minister,  possessed  of  the  great  and  im- 
portant views  expressed  in  your  two  sermons,  should 
ij^vak  it  worth  his  while  to  appear  in  the  line  of  a  poli- 
tical writer,  or  expect  to  amend  our  constitution  or  si- 
tuation, by  proposals,  of  a  political  reform.  When  I 
look  around  upon  the  present  state  of  the  nation,  such 
an  attempt  appears  to  me  no  less  vain  and  unseasonable, 
than  it  would  be  to  paint  a  cabin  while  the  ship  is  sink- 
ing, or  a  parlour  when  the  house  is  already  on  fire. 
My  dear  Sir,  my  prayer  to  God  for  you  is,  that  he  may 
induce  you  to  employ  the  talents  he  has  given  you  in 
pointing  out  sin  as  the  great  cause  and  source  of  every 
existing  evil,  and  to  engage  those  who  love  and  fear 
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hitDi  instead  of  losing  time  in  political  speculation,  for 
t^hich  very  few  of  them  are  tolerably  competent,  to 
sigh  and  cry  for  our  abounding  abominations,  and  to 
stand  in  the  breach,  by  prayer,  that,  if  it  may  be,  wrath 
may  yet  be  averted,  and  our  national  mercies  pro- 
longed. This,  I  think,  is  the  true  patriotism,  the  best, 
if  not  the  only  way,  in  which  persons  in  private  life  can 
serve  their  country.  For  the  rest,  there  will  be  always 
dead  to  bury  the  dead.  The  instruments  whom  the 
Lord  employs  in  political  matters  are  usually  such  as 
are  incapable  of  better  employment.  All  things  and 
persons  serve  him ;  but  there  are  services  under  the  di- 
rection of  his  providence  which  are  not  good  enough 
for  his  own  children.  They  belong  to  a  kingdom  which 
is  not  of  this  world ;  they  are  strangers  and  pilgritns 
upon  earth,  and  a  part  of  their  scriptural  character  is, 
that  they  are  the  ^'  quiet  in  the  land." 

The  reasoning  for  a  more  equal  representation  in 
parliament  is  specious  ;  but,  while  infidelity  and  profli- 
gacy abound  among  rich  and  poor ;  while  there  is  such 
a  general  want  of  principle  and  public  spirit  among  all 
ranks  ;  I  apprehend,  that,  whatever  changes  might  take 
place  in  this  business,  no  real  benefit  will  follow.  The 
consequence  would  rather  be  the  introduction  of  per- 
jury, bribery,  drunkenness,  and  riot,  into  towns,  which 
have  hitherto  been  more  exempted  from  them  than  the 
boroughs.  As  the  numbers  of  buyers  increased,  so 
would  the  number  of  those  who  arc  willing  to  be  sold. 
And  I  know  that  many  judicious  people  in  Birmingham 
and  Manchester  arc  so  sensible  of  this,  that  they  would 
be  sorry  to  have  elections  among  them,  though  there  are 
exceptions.  I  have  so  poor  an  opinion  of  the; 
of  the  electors  and  the  elected,  that,  I  thiak| 
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in  the  bouse  of  commons  could  be  determined  by  a  lot- 
tery, abundance  of  mischief  and  wickedness  might  be 
prevented^  and  perhaps  the  nation  might  be  represented 
to  as  much  advantage  by  this  as  by  any  other  method ; 
but  these  aire  not  my  concerns. 

The  position,  tnat,  if  the  body  of  a  people  are  ag- 
grieved, they  have  a  right  to  redress  themselves,  must 
be  much  limited  and  modified  before  I  can  reconcile  it 
to  Scripture.  I  am  not  fond  of  despots  ;  but  I  think, 
if  ever  there  was  one  upon  earth,  Nebuchadnezzar  was 
fli  despot.  Whom  he  would  he  slew,  and  whom  he 
would  he  kept 'alive  ;  whom  he  would  he  set  up,  and 
whom  he  would  he  put  down;  Dan.  v.  18,  19.  Yet 
Jeremiah  declares,  that  the  Lord  had  given  him  this 
despotic  power,  and  had  commanded  all  the  nations  to 
serve  him.  Surely,  if  you  and  I  had  been  there, 
(knowing  what  we  know  now,)  we  should  not  have  dis- 
puted this  command,  nor  have  excited  the  people,  how- 
ever oppressed,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  which  God  him- 
self had  put  upon  them :  and  if,  for  our  sins,  the  Lord 
should  put  us  under  the  power  of  the  Russians,  I  should 
rather  look  to  him  than  to  man  for  deliverance. 

I  think  a  heathen  said,  "The  day  which  deprives  a 
*•  man  of  his  liberty,  robs  him  of  half  his  virtues."  If 
I  was  a  heathen  I  should  say  so  too.  But  the  Gospel 
teaches  me  otherwise.  TI.e  apostle  expected  that  be- 
lieving servants,  who  at  that  time,  I  suppose,  were 
chiefly  bond  servants  or  slaves,  would  act  from  nobler 
principles,  and  aim  at  a  more  sublime  end,  than  the 
conception  of  philosophers  had  ever  reached  to.  That 
they  would  act  from  a  regard  to  the  glory  of  God  our 
Saviour,  and  to  the  honour  of  his  Gospel ;  Tit.  ii.  10.  ; 
1  Tim.  vi.    1.;  and  elbewherc  he  savs,   1  Cor.  vii.  21. 
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**  Art  thou  called,  being  a  servant  ?  care  not  for  it :  but 
''  if  thou  mayst  be  made  free  use  it  rather."  If  Divine 
providence  ofters  you '  a  manumission,  accept  it  Mrith 
thankfulness ;  if  not,  it  is  but  a  trifle  to  you,  who  ard 
already  the  Lord's  freed  man  ;  and,  in  your  most  servile 
employments,  it  submitted  to  for  his  sake,  you  are  ac^ 
cepted  of  him  no  less  than  if  you  were  placed  in  the 
most  honourable  and  important  stations.  The  Chris* 
tian,  however  situated,  must  be  free  indeed,  for  the 
Son  of  God  has  made  him  so.  On  the  other  hand,  you 
and  I,  dear  sir,  know  how  much  they  are  to  be  pitied 
who  are  frantic  for  what  they  call  liberty;  and  consider 
not  that  they  are  in  the  most  deplorable  bondage,  the 
slaves  of  sin  and  Satan,  and  subject  to  the  curse  of  the 
law  and  the  wrath  of  God.  Oh  !  for  a  voice  to  reach 
their  hearts,  that  they  may  know  themselves,  and  seek 
deliverance  from  their  dreadful  thraldom.  Satan  has 
many  contrivances  to  amuse  them,  and  to  turn  their 
thoughts  from  their  real  danger ;  and  none  seem  more 
ensnaring,  in  the  present  day,  than  to  engage  them  in 
the  cry,  **  Great  is  the  Diana  Liberty  !'*  May  yoa 
and  I  labour  with  success  so  direct  them  to  the  one 
thing,  which  is  absolutely  needful,  and  abundantly  suf- 
ficient. The  Socinians  are  rather  the  most  forward  in 
this  cry ;  which  I  fear  will  have  a  baneful  influence 
upon  the  power  of  religion  among  the  more  evangelical 
dissenters.  An  agreement  in  political  sentiments  pro* 
duces  much  cordiality  and  intercourse  between  those 
who,  in  point  of  doctrine,  have  stood  at  the  greatest 
distance.  And  already,  in  some  pulpits,  (prpb  dolor !) 
a  description  of  the  rights  of  man  occupies  much  of  tlw 
time  which  used  to  be  employed  in  procldmiDg 
glory  and  ^race  of  the  Saviour,  and  the  ri| 
to  the  love  and  obedience  of  bis  creati 
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*  As  to  the  revolution  in  France,  I  suppose  no  hutuMe 
person  was  sorry  when  the  Bastile  was  tlestroyed,  audi 
the  pillars  of  their  oppressive  government  shaken* 
The  French  had  then  a  great  opportunity  put  into 
their  hands.  I  pretend  not  to  judge  of  the  political 
merit  of  th^ir  constitution :  but,  if  I  approved  it  id 
other  respects,  I  durst  not  praise  it  so  stron^y  as  yoii 
do,  while  I  knew  it  was  planted  in  athebm,  and  haa 
been  watered  with  deluges  of  human  blood;  while  X 
knew  it  began  in  insult  to  Christianity,  and  aimed  iKt 
^its  abolition. 

However,  their  first  admired  constitution  is  now  at 
an  end,  and  has  no  more  force  than  the  repeated  oaths 
by  which  they  bound  themselves  to  maintain  it*  And 
DOW,  not  content  with  pleasing  themselves,  they  are 
aiming  to  force  their  schemes  upon  the  surrounding  na- 
tions. I  should  call  this  Quixotism  in  the  extreme,  if 
I  did  not  consider  them  as  saws  and  hammers  in  tb^ 
|iand  of  the  Lord.  So  far  as  they  are  his  instrumcDte 
they  will^  succeed,  but  not  an  inch  further.  Their 
wrath  shall  praise  him,  to  the  full  extent  of  its  acting, 
find  be  subservient  to  his  designs ;  the  remainder  of  it 
he  will  restrain.  And,  when  he  maketh  inquisition  for 
the  blood  they  have  wantpnly  shed,  and  for  their  de- 
fiance of  his  great  name,  neither  their  phantom  liberty, 
nor  their  idol  Voltaire,  will  screen  them  from  his 
Botice. 

I  am  sorry  for  your  severe  censures  on  the  present 
.  administration.  For,  when  I  compare  the  state  of  the 
nation  in  the  year  1783,  or  at  the  time  of  the  king's 
illness,  with  what  it  is  now,  I  cannot  but  think  that  the 
providence  of  God  raised  up  Mr.  Pitt  for  the  good 
of  these  kingdoms,  and  that  no  man  could  do  what  be 
has  done,  unless  a  blessing  from  on  high  had  been  upon 
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his  coumels  and  measures.  I  speak  simply  ;  having 
nothing  to  hope,  or,  as  I  think,  to  fear  froofi  men  in 
power,  I  am  not  concerned  to  vindicate  the  conduct  o£ 
ministry  in  the  lump ;  but  I  believe,  though  it  be  easy 
to  draw  up  theories  and  schemes  in  the  closet,  which 
jsaay  look  very  pretty  and  plausible  upon  paper,  diffir 
culties  iviU  occur  in  the  administration  of  a  greitf 
people,  which  can  scarcely  be  conceived  of  by  persons 
in  private  life.  And,  with  respect  to  Britain  at  present 
I  believe,  if  the  prophet  Daniel  was  at  the  head  of 
our  affairs,  or  if  all  our  ministers  were  angels,  the  cor* 
juption  and  venality  of  the  times  would  labour  hard  to 
counteract  their  designs. 

There  is  no  new  thing  under  the  sun.  When  I  read 
Sallust  8  account  of  the  Jugurthine  war;  I  seem  to  read, 
(mutatis  mutandis,)  our  own  history.  The  wealth  and 
luxury  which  followed  the  successes  of  Lucullus .  ia 
Asia  soon  destroyed  all  i^pearance  of  public  spirit  io 
Home.  Our  acquisitions  io  the  East  have  had  a  similar 
effect.  I  know  some  persons  who,  after  giving  fuU 
proof  of  their  incompetency  to  manage  their  own  pri- 
vate affiadrs,  after  having  ruined  their  families  by  dissi* 
pation,  and  stained  their  characters  by  fraud  and  bank- 
ruptcy,  have  presently  set  up  for  national  reformers, 
I  am  very  sorry  they  should  seem  to  have  the  sanct^n 
of  such  a  name  as  yours. 

I  know  not  even  the  names  of  the  gentlemen  who 
compose  the  society  of  ^^  the  friends  of  the  people,  '^ 
and  consequently  have  no  prejudice  against  .their  cha- 
racters. But  you  yourself  are  sorry,  and  seem  sun- 
fMrised  that  they  should  adopt  an  eulogium  upon  Mr. 
Paine.  I  am  soiTy  likewise,  but  I  am  not  surprised. 
£x  pede  Herculem!    I  rely  .more  upon  this  feature 
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than  on  all  their  declarations.    When  you  say  that, 
allowing  them  to  be  men  of  penetration,  nothing  more 
is  necessary  to  establish  the  purity  of  their  intentions, 
it  sounds  very  strange  to  me,  when  I  consider  it  as  the 
sentiment  of  the  author  of  the  two  sermons  which  I 
have  read  with^  so  much  pleasure.     Surely  it  cannot 
accord  with  your  knowledge  of  human  nature ! 
.    When  our  Lord  was  upon  earth,,  he  refused  to  be  a 
judge  or  a  divider.     And  he  said  afterwards,  "  My 
^'  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world ;  if  it  were,  then  would 
^'  my  servants  fight."     I  should  think,  as  Peter  thought^ 
that  if  any  thing  could  have  justified  resistance  in  a 
dbciple,  that  was  the  time  when  Jesus  was  apprehend- 
ed by  wicked  men,  to  be  condemned  and  crucified ; 
but  bis  master  rebuked  his   zeal.      I  think  that^   as 
Christians,  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from  this  world 
but  tribulation,  no  peace  but  in  him.     If  our  lot  be 
so  cast  that  we  can  exercise  our  ministry  free  from 
stripes,  fines,  imprisonment,  and  death,  it  is  more  than 
the  Gospel  has  promised  us.     If  Christians  were  quiet 
when  under  the  government  of  Nero  and  Caligula,  and 
when  persecuted  and  hunted  like  wild  beasts,  they 
ought  to  be  not  only  quiet  but  very  thankful  now.     It 
was  then  accounted  an  honour  to  suffer  for  Christ.     Of 
late,  the  rights  of  man  are  pleaded  as  a  protection  from 
the  offence  of  the  cross. 

Had  I  been  in  France  some  time  ago,  and  if  by 
going  between  tlie  contending  parties  I  could  have  re- 
conciled them,  I  certainly  ought  to  have^done  it.  But 
to  take  a  part  in  their  disputes  myself,  and  to  become 
openly  and  warmly  a  Jacobin  or  a  Feuillant,  would 
be  ridiculous  in  me,  if  all  my  connexions  and  interests 
were  in  England,  and  I  expected  in  a  few  weeks  te 
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leave  France  for  ever.  In  this  view  I  consider  myself 
now.  If  I  had  wisdom  or  influence  to  sooth  the  angry 
passions  of  mankind,  whether  whigs  or  tories,  I  would 
gladly  employ  them ;  but,  as  to  myself,  I  am  neither 
whig  nor  tory,  but  a  friend  to  both.  I  am  a  stranger, 
and  a  pilgrim.  My  noXinu/w^  my  charter,  my  rights, 
my  treasures  are«  I  hope,  in  heaven,  and  there  my 
heart  ought  to  be.  In  less  than  a  few  weeks  I  may  be 
removed,  (and  perhaps  suddenly,)  into  the  unseen 
world,  where  all  that  causes  so  much  bustle  upon  earth 
at  present,  will  be  no  more  to  me  than  the  events  which 
took  pl^ce  among  the  antediluvians.  How  much  then 
does  it  import  me,  to  be  found  watching,  with  my  loins 
girded  up,  and  my  lamp  burning,  diligently  engaged  in 
my  proper  calling !  For  the  Lord  has  not  called  me 
to  set  nations  to  right,  but  to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  pro- 
claim the  glory  of  his  name,  and  to  endeavour  to  win 
souls.  Happy  is  that  servant,  whom  his  Lord,  when 
he  Cometh,  shall  find  so  doing !  In  the  hour,  when 
death  shall  open  the  door  into  eternity,  many  things 
which  now  assume  an  air  of  importance,  will  be  found 
light  and  unsubstantial  as  the  baseless  fabric  of  a 
yision. 

I  know  not  whether  the  length  and  freedom  of  my 
letter  may  not  require  an  apology,  as  much  as  my  long 
silence.  But,  as  I  give  you  full  credit  for  what  you 
say  of  your  candour  towards  those  who  differ  from  you 
in  sentiment,  I  am  the  less  apprehensive  of  offending 
you.  From  the  perusal  of  your  sermons,  I  have  con- 
ceived a  great  respect  and  affection  for  you.  Though 
we  may  not  meet  upon  earth,  I  trust  we  shall  meet 
where  all  are  perfectly  of  one  mind.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  set  you  down  in  my  heart  as  a  friend 
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brother.  As  I  was  forced  to  write,  both  duty  and  lo  v^ 
obliged  me  to  be  faithful  and  free  in  giving  you  my 
thoughts. 

I  recommend  you  to  the  care  and  blessings  of  the 
great  Shepherd  and  Saviour,  and  remain  for  *hb  sake. 

Reverend  Sir, 
Your  affectionate  friend  and  brother, 

J.N. 
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*-  of  dying  persoiiS,  i.  444.  ii.  173.  vL  305. 
*-  of  a  dissenting  minister,  t.  15. 
»»  of  a  young  woman,  Vi.  93. 

—  of  the  great  Sclden,  vi.  '2Q9. 
Angel,  raesHHge  and  soug  of,  iv.  115. 
Angels,  on  the  ministr}'  of,  i.  SS'i. 

•»  how  we  should  eudeaTour  to  resemble, 

i.  475. 
^liglit  in  which  would  view  eartlily  things 

if  I'efddcht  here,  i.  476. 

—  admire  the  work  of  redemption,  i.  477. 

—not  so  indebted  to  grace  as  bclicverts  i> 
478. 

—  difference  between  their  hcilincss  and 
that  of  sinners,  ii.  41. 

—  cnnnot  preach  Uie   (lospel  so  well  as 
men,  iii.  102. 

—  cauiiot  join  in  song  of  the  redeem- 
ed, i  v.  92.  316.  540.557. 

-«•  contemplate  incessantly  Christ  cnici- 
fied,  iv.  101. 


—  desire  to  look  into  tlic  mysteries  of  re- 1      nate,  i.  5.16. 


\nger  against  ilii,Uw(ul,  i.  373. 

Animals  vondcrful  instinct  o^  It.  40S. 

Antichrist,  fall  of  predicted,  iv.  42S. 

Ak  T  X  N  o  M I A  N  s,  aocouut  of  tlic  true,  iii. 
288. 

.\ntinomianism,  St  Paul  pLX>bably  accus- 
ed oif  iii.  288. 

Antioch,  state  of,  at  diliereiit  periodic 
n.  892. 

—  present  state,  a  warning  to  ua,  iL  S95« 

—  Gospel,  when  first  preached  at,  iii  107. 
Ayrir<M-rtT«i,  meaiung  ot^  iL  387. 
Ar«»«^«l«»ic  explained,  i.  303. 
Apostasy,  final,  every  sin  tends  towards 

it,  i.  396. 

—  the  root  of,  is  a  dispositJon  to  ({aeatiaa 
tlie  di>iiie  apiioiutments,  U.  51. 

Apom.os  meeU  with  Paul,  UL  1-47. 

—  gvws  to  Corinth,  iii.  147. 

Apos  J  1.ES,  their  exhorlatioo,!.  402. 

—  characters  and  callings  of,  previoui  tp 
asceiiwon,  iii.  52. 

—  delivered  by  miracle,  iii.  84. 
— —  by  advice  of  CrtUxuBel,  iii.  85. 

—  scourged,  iii.  85. 

—  rejoice  .under  disgrace,  uL  86. 

—  separate  to  preach  gospd  in  rai'ious 
districts,  iii.  1 13. 

—  great  uncertainty  in  the  accoauta  of 
their  Inliours,  iii.  194. 

—  competent  witnesses  of  ChrufCa  re- 
wirrcflioM,  iv.  451. 

AiM»st(>Ural  Tat  hers  inferior  to  many  pn»» 

tt.Maiit  divines,  iii.  211. 
Application  to  Christ,  implied  in  coming 

to,  ii.  460. 

AQ.I.1LA  AND  Pkiscilla  meet  witk 

Paul,  iii.  142. 
Arch iM  CUES,  rnthii&ia&m  of,  iv.  105. 
Arithnielic,  scriptural,  what  it  teacliC% 

i.  44^8. 
Ark,  ])rob]ibly  mnny  assisted  in  buihling 

M  ho  i>criAl)efl  in  waters,  v.  222. 
Ar  m  I N I A  N,  the  term  very  indiserimi- 


demption,  iv.  213. 
•»  confirmation  of  those  who  continue 
holy  is  in  Christ,  i\.  316. 

—  worship  Christ  as  Lord  of  all,  vi.  316. 

—  as  the  Lamb  that  was  slain,  iv.  558. 

—  their  chorus,  iv.  556. 

—  diversity  of  ranks  and  oitlei*s  amongst, 
iv.  558. 

—  styled  the  elect  angels,  iv.  572. 

—  the  ministc'rsof  tlie  Almighty,  iv.  573. 
i..  n^gard  the  human  race  with  iionevo- 

lencc,  iv.  573. 

—  periiaps  present  in  our  worshipping 
assemblies,  iv.  574.  vi.  371. 

•—fallen,  no  redemption  for,  iv.  316. 
Anger  unbecoming  the  followers  of  Je- 
sus, ii  1. 


.\i'ticle8  of  faith,  piv>priety  of  subscriptioa 
to  SOUK',  i.  52*J. 

—  of  chiiivh  of  Cnglaind,  favour  Calvin- 
ism, vi.  2i)4. 

Asi  A,  tendency  of  late  events  in,  iv.  413. 
Assurance  ofpAiTH,  sermon  on  the, 
ii.  58.1. 

—  thoughts  on  the,  vi.  465. 

—  of  acceptance  attainable  in  this  lifcj 
i.  483. 

—  the   result   of   competent    spiritual 
knowledge,  ii.  :'i93. 

—  declines  by  grieving  the  qNrit,L484. 

—  gi'oMs  by  rei»eatefl  conflict,  iL  176. 

—  hindered  b)  [iride  and  unbelief,  vi.  468. 

—  lifif  good  for  us,  until  we  know  some- 
tiling  of  the  evil  of  oui'  hearts,  vi.  471. 
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AsiVSANCB  of  FAiTH,inTUialil7  pro- 
duces good  fhiita,  n.  478. 

—  not  eflBcnttal  to  bdng  of  faith,  i.  179. 
359.  u.  586. 

AMunuice  hindred  by  intineeiity,  indo- 
leDce,*miMlppreheniaon,  &g.  iL  590. 

—  on  whftt  St  Paul's  retted,  ii.  590. 

—  bumbles  the  soul,  vi.  13. 
«» inconsistent  with  a  oareleas  and  trifling 

Spirit,  vi.  43. 

—  striking  instance  of^  in  a  penon  dan- 
gerously ill,  ii.  17a 

—  different  opinions  on,  ii.  584. 
Assurance  and  faith  rest  on  same  grounds, 

u.  587. 

\ssunuice  of  hope,  nature  of  considered, 
iT.  440. 

Athaiutsian  creed,  damnatcny  clauses  of 
the,  justified,  i.  521. 

Atheism,  guilt  the  parent  of,  iv.  65. 

Atheists,  seldom  met  with  but  where 
the  Bible  is  known,  iv.  87. 

Atonement,  belief  of,  necessary  to  com- 
prehend the  gospel,  iii.  23. 

->  perfections  of  God  glorified  In,  hr  188. 

—  efficacy  of  complete.  It.  189. 
— ^  depends  on  the  character  of  Christ, 

iv.  567. 
— -  doctrine  of  fundamental,  it.  448. 

—  essential  tp  tlie  Gospel,  t.  300. 

—  nccesMty  of,  vi.  247. 
Attrilmtes  of  God  offensive  to  oamal 

mind,  ii.  413. 

Augustine,  Confeitioru  o^  recom- 
mendei],  yi.  211. 
appealed  to,  it.  227. 

•—  said  by  some  to  be  tiie  first  who  held 
election,  iv.  517. 

Augustus,  the  beautiful  lines  of  Horace 
to,  impious  and  idolatrous;  but  per- 
fectly becoming  the  mouth  of  a  chris- 
tian, aildrcssing  himself  to  God,  L  434. 

AutTBKUs,  character  of,  i.  347. 

Author,  narrative  of  the,  i.  1. 

— -  preface  to  the,  i.  4. 

—  birth  and  parenUige  of,  i  12.  IS. 
•—  loses  hn  mother,  i.  13. 

—  sent  to  school,  i.  13. 

—  goes  to  sea,  i.  14. 
— -  is  settled  in  Spain,  i.  14. 

—  providential  deliverances  of,  L  15. 78. 
89. 

-—  partial  reformations  of,  i.  15. 

—  meets  with  Shaftesbury's  Charaeter- 
istics,  i.  17. 

-->  goes  into  Kent,  and  falls  in  tove,  L 
18. 10. 

—  first  interview  vkith  Mrs.  N.  v.  367. 

—  sails  to  Veniee,  I  22. 

—  remarkable  dream  of,  i.  2V 
•^  iraprciscd  and  sent  on  board  fke  Har- 

irich,  i.  27.  t.  367. 


Autboh  meets  "vith  an  infidel  eompft- 
nion,  i.  97. 

—  deserts  his  ship,  retaken,  de^;raded^ 
and  punished,  i.  29. 

—  sails  to  Maileira,  i.  331 

—  enters  on  board  a  Guinea  ship,  1 35. 
•—  arriTcs  in  Africa,  i.  36. 
•—  detcrinines  to  remain  in  Afirica,  i.  $f. 

—  undergoes  great  hardships,  L  42. 

—  obtains  deliverance,  i.  47. 

—  returns  to  Eug^nd,  i  53. 
— -  in  danger  of  shipwreck,  i.  57. 

—  alarmed  with  a  sense  of  sin  and  led  im 
pray,  i.  61. 

—  obtains  fiurther  views  of  region,  i.  fif. 

—  arrives  in  England,  i.  71. 

—  obtains  his  father's  consent  to  marry^  ^ 
L71. 

—  goes  out  as  mate  to  Africa,  i.  75. 

—  studies  various  lai^;tiages,  L  77. 84.  lOS 

—  sails  to  Antigua,  i.  79. 

—  returns  to  England  and  marries,  i.  81* 

—  remarks  of  acquaintance  on  his  mar- 
riage, V.  365. 

—  saUs  as  captain  to  Africa,  L  83.  93. 

—  seized  with  a  fit,  1.  97. 

—  obtains  the  office  of  tide  smreyor  At 
Liverpool,  i.  100. 

—  applies  for  ordinatioD,  i.  105. 

—  ordained,  v.  541. 
— -  picture  of,  described,  vi.  101. 

—  received  not  the  gospel  from  man,  vL 
152. 

•—  reasons  why  not  a  dissenter,  t.  23. 48. 
51.  55. 

—  God's  merciful  deafings  with,  vi.  75. 

—  experience  and  desires  of,  vi.29.  30. 90. 

—  an  avowed  Calvinist,  vi.  278. 
Authority  of  Christ,  Sermon  oiL 

H.  426. 

B. 
Babes,  term  justly  applieiible  to  tra4» 

ChrisUans,  n.  400. 
Backsliders,  mournful  feelhigs  of,  ii.  567. 
Baekwardneiis  to  prayer  and  reading  the 

scriptures,  exhortation  against,  ii.  56. 
Baimheim,  Ml*,  martyrdom  of, iv.  172. 
Baptism,  that  of  Christ  and  of  John  difl 

fei'crtt,  T.  39. 
Baptists,  difTereneet  in  church  got- 

emment  among^  w.  40. 
Bauabbas,  preferred  by  the  Jewtto 

Christ,  iv.  199. 
B  A  R  N  A  B  A  Sjpreaches  at  Antioch,  iii.  108. 

—  carries,  »iUi  Saul,  alms  to  Jenua- 
lem,  iii  1 12. 

—  dissembles  with  Peter,  iii.  125. 

—  takes  Mark  and  suilsto  Cypnj8,iij.  12f . 
ilarrcn  fig-trei-,of  what  en)blfmtttic,iT.  5J; 
it  AX  7  ER,  Mr.  chameter  of,  L  628. 
-—  some  passages  of  his  writings 

'      mended,  i  €"^9. 
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Bftbyloo,  myftiaal  ddtnitliQB  qI;  iv.  401. 

to  the  good  cluineter  of  a  cotempory, 
'    n.  235. 
Begotten*  term  applied  to  Chrisi't  incar- 

natioD  and  refloireetion  ir.  311. 
Believers  cnntioned  against  taitcfou 

duct,  a  fermoiis  n.  503. 

—  alMohite  aBbmiawm  of^  to  God's  wiD^ 
iv.  143. 

«>  al>iitain  fhun  inexpedient  thingi  i.  509. 

—  accept  Meaiah  as  the  ground  of  agree- 
ment betveen  God  and  man*  iv.  506. 

—  a  knovictlge  of  God  their  only  proper 
ground  of  glorv  and  joy,  i.  4S5. 

^  address  to»  u.  436. 447. 
•»  ad^'antagG  they  derive  from  reliance 
on  God's  all  sufficicncv,  i.  419. 

—  aflUctions  of,  outveig^ied  by  Gospel 
blessings,  iv.  la  11.  14.  vi.  33.  71.  379. 

m^  —  trials  of  faith,  not  tokens  of  dis- 
pleasure, iv.  S39. 
•^  all-sufficient  plea,  of,  iv.  385. 

—  all  things  will  work  together  for  good, 
ii.  140. 

-»  are  always  learning,  iv.  17S.  vi.  134. 
— »  ambassadors  of  Chrifct,  vi.  109. 

—  anticipate  by  faith  the  joyt  above,  iv. 
S97. 

—  appi-oach  to  God  by  faitli,  iv.  37. 

—  assiinmce  of  tribulation,  a  mark  of 
their  adoption,  iv.  48C. 

—  attached  to  Ciirist  by  his  love,  iv.  2C8. 

—  benefits  they  derive  fi*om  persecution, 
iv.  513. 

—  blc}»cdne88,in  wliat  their  present  con- 
sists i-  48t>. 

~  Mesitrdness  of  tliose  ab^ady  dead,  iv. 
5Gfi. 

—  chanjcter  of,  i.  359.  vi.  .'il7. 

—  chai'Hcters  of,  best  colk'ctct!  from  that 
of  Christ,  iv.  135. 

—  charitable  to  those  who  differ  from 
them,  i.  504. 

—  Christ  everpi*eBont  with  Ihem,  iv.  179, 

—  Chi-ifit  iu  tlieni  tlie  hope  of  glorj',  iv. 
333. 

—  Christ's  ]>er8onal  presence  not  essen- 
tial to  their  earthly  happiness,  iv.  415. 

•—  comfort  of,  tliat  they  are  not  under 
the  law  but  under  grace,  i.  4'i3. 

—  communion  with  tlie  l^>rd  an  impor- 
Uutl  part  of  their  blessedness,  i.  485. 

—  compared  to  sheep,  vi.  191. 

—  —  a  tree,  i.  637.  ii.  141. 

—  conduct  of,  judged  harshly  of  by  the 
worhl,  ii.  509. 

.~  conflicts  the  great  cause  of  their,  i.  658. 

—  all  lead  to  ricton ,  vi.  ir>5. 

—  conformed  to  Chrisl'M  spirit,  iv.  85. 
— >  more  tlian  cotiqucrors  by  faith,  iv. 

yjG.  500.  vi.  155. 


Bbi«i»vbm  MJBaiM  16  iIm 
croMoTCbi^iv.  269. 

—  deathorpreekmsiji  God'aaght^  ir. 

512. 

—  a  deep  Id  Jeou,  it  SSS, 

—  delivered   £rom  guilt  bj   fiutli    a 
Christ*!  atonement,  iv.  S68. 

—  derive   life   and  fimitfuloeai    trvm 
Chriit,  iv.  237. 

—  description  of,  i.  999. 

•—  dignity  and  happinM  o^  osuallf  moil 

visible  at  a  dying  hoar,  vL  4S1. 
-*  the  disciples  of  Chrirt,  iv.  176.  183. 

—  draw  the  water  of  ailvaAkm  fitna  Um 
Bible  by  prayer,  ii.  190. 

—  the  elect  of  Christ,  iv.  191. 

—  enemies,  why  not  overoon*  hj*  ir. 
240. 

—  evidences  of  tndy  hiualle^  L  417. 

—  experience,  in  what  thflir  ftnmAiti^  ife 
321. 

—  the  flock  of  Christ,  iv.  153.  IttL 

—  glorious  privileges  of,  vi.  llOl 

—  God  not  less  glorijied  by  their  obedi- 
ence than  that  of  Gabriel,  iL  41. 

—  God*s  purpose  in  favour  o^  eanoot  be 
disappointcil,  i.  415. 

—  God  their  lather,  iv.  39. 

—  God  tlieirhappineMbandhetTen  tbeir 
home,  iv.  39*.  125. 

^  God's  husbandry,  vi.  65. 

—  the  gmdoi  explained,  ii.  505. 

—  grieved  with  sin^of  others,and  thus  dis- 
tinguished from  meiv  professors,  i.  972. 

•—  have  experimental  evidence  of  Christ's 

resurrection,  iv.  456. 
-^  ha])pincss  of,  when  released  from  the 

body,  IV.  466. 
*-  happiuess  of  in  Christ,  iv.  39.  51.  109. 

131. 

—  —  a  branch  of  the  joy  set  before 
Christ,  iv.  213. 

—  —  de]iends  not  on  local  circmastaB* 
ces,  iv.  414. 

—  ^-  heightened  by  previous  miaery,  iv. 
91. 

—  highesct  love  of,  to  Christ,  beneath 
what  they  owe,  ii.  224. 

—  how  Christ's  condesoenskn   ahould 
atfect  them,  iv.  433. 

—  how  they  shouhl  walk  with  God  is 
the  daily  occurrences  of  Ufe,  L  45^. 

—  hope  their  unshaken  ground  of^i.  433. 

—  honour  tliey  derive  from  Christ's  ex- 
altation, iv.  318. 

—  inconsistency  of,  accounted  for,  i.  400. 

—  intercession   of  Christ  renders  their 
prayei-s  prevalent,  iv.  532. 

—  inheritance  secure  against  all  calaDii- 
ties,  vi.  343. 

—  in  what  sense  inspired  bj  the  Holy 
Spirit,  i.  453. 
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BELiEVBiityiawhit  KBteihiMildendea- 
Tour  to  be  at  the  aiigeb  now,  L  475. 

—  irnuliated  bj  Christ,  iv.  84. 

—  knowledge  of  not  merely  apeeulatiyey 
IT.  143. 

—  life  of,  a  contimial  warfare,  it.  465. 484. 
— living  members  of  the  mystical  church, 

IT.  406. 

—  lore  ol^  a  decided  mark  of  true  reli- 
gioD*  T.  511. 

—  many  tme,  hare  not  assurance,  L  35. 
359. 

— -  marks  by  which,  may  judge  whether 
they  truly  love  the  Lord,  ii.  176.  tI. 
176. 

—  Messiah,  their  complete  justification, 
iv.  S38. 

—  modres  of,  (of  confidence  in  the  Lord, 
It.  432.  506. 

<"—  numbers  small  in  comparison  of  unbe- 

fievers,  ir.  360. 
«—  object  is,  that  God  may  be  gloriflcd  in 

and  by  them,  i.  430. 
«*  on  what  supposition,  involyed  in  guilt 

of  idolatry,  iv.  309. 

—  of  aU  ages  and  countries  entertain  in 
general  nmilar  views,  vi.  151. 

*-  oppofltion  they  are  to  expect,  iv.  509. 
•*-  former  opposition  to  the   gosp^,  a 
proof  of  doetrine  of  election,  iv.  590. 
*-  partakers  of  divine  nature,  iv.  136. 

—  peouliar  spirit  required  in,  in  times  of 
prevailing  degeneracy,  i.  5 IS. 

-^  perfections  of  Christ  adequate  to  aD 
their  wants,  i.  498. 

—  perplexities  of,  arise  from  undue  at- 
tachment to  sel^  i.  432. 

•^  the  people  of  Christ,  iv.  191. 
-*  persuasion  d  their  acceptance  attain- 
'        able  in  this  Ufe,  I  483. 

—  prove  that  they  are  a  saved  people, 
iv.  136. 141. 

•«  primitive  not  faultless,  but  sincere,  iii. 
70. 

—  gradually  advanced  under  Christ's 
teaching,  iii.  71. 

—  predestinated  to  adoption,  iv.  191. 

—  privilege  o^  a  term  often  misunder- 
stood, i.  143. 

—  greatness  of  their  privileges,  iv.  433. 
— •  recoHection   of    Christ's     sufferings 

causes  them  to  glory  in  tribulation, 
iv.  223.  268. 
-^  rendered  benevolent  by  Christ's  ex- 
ample, i.  503. 

—  renounce  all  confidence  in  the  fledi, 
iv.  126. 

—  rest  of;  in  Christ,  ii.  469. 

-— resurrection  of  Christ,   pattern  and 
pledge  of  theirs,  iv.  290.  i.  467. 
Vol.  VI.  4  H 


Believkes,  reUgion  o^  a  reaaooilik 
service,  iv.  142. 

—  religious    service    <tf    ploasant,   if. 

— •  the  only  rich  and  happy  on  earth,  W. 
26. 

—  risen  with  Christ,  iv.  285. 

— •  rules  of  tlioir  conduct,  i.  508. 
*—  salvation  of,  the  end  of  Christ's  ooQF 
ing  into  the  world,  ii  406. 

—  safety  of  afilictcfl,  vi.  22 

—  saved  under,  but  not  by  the  law,  iv.  8. 

—  on  earth  as  safe  as  those  in  heaven,  tL 
22 

—  serve  God  in  ccMoimon  duties  of  lifl^ 
vi  49 

—  nns  of,  whether  made  known  t$ 
others,  i.  123. 

—  soldiers  of  Christ,  iv.  535. 

—  some  things  which  abate  the  comfort! 
of  their  profession  not  prc^riy  anfU, 
ii.  171. 

—  spiritual  rest  of,  iv  170.  182. 

—  styled  Goffs  elect,  iv.  516. 

—  suffering,  specUcles  to  angels,  ii.  192. 

—  superior  luiowledge  of  goqpel  dJMso* 
▼eries,  iv.  9 

—  support  of,  at  the  approach  of  death, 
iv.  iii.  499. 

—  sufferings  and  obedience  of  Christ  im- 
puted to,  iv.  286. 

—  taught  by  Christ^s  example  to  sufll^ 
patiently,  iv.  278. 

■         to  love  one  anodier.  It.  138. 

—  temples  of  the  liring  God,  iv.  3^. 
— — .  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  iv.  333. 

—  their  ideas  of  salvation,  iv.  507. 

—  trained  up  by  various  exerdsev  yk 
kingdom  of  grace,  iv.  534. 

—  triumphant  finally,  t  414. 

—  triumphant  song  of,  iv.  501. 

—  unable  to  do  what  they  would,  i.  49*5. 
—~  really   though    mysUcaUy  united  to 

Christ,  iv.  86. 
-»  united  by  love  to  the  chief  good,  i. 
499. 

—  warfare  of,  i.  589.  610.  650.  637.  11; 
36  48. 

— -  weakest  of  them  ehildren  of  God, 

iv.  525. 
— -  why  not  overwhelmed  under  waStet' 

ings  as  Christ  was,  iv.  225.  250. 
— Vhy,  though  creatures  still,  impeoetr 

ble  in  heaven,  iv.  484. 
— -  why  suid  not  to   die  but  sleep  Ibl 

Christ,  iv.  466.  498. 

—  wi&ilom  of,  superior  to  that  of  schools, 
iv  562 

Beelzeb  uB,Christ'smiFaslM  p«Tv«r!f<F^ 
ly  ascrib«4  to,  iv.  246. 
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ascribed  to  man,  iv.  463. 
li^c^lleo,    meaning   of  the   term,    W. 

309. 
BxLSUA%iXAR>  .alhiaion  to  the    kaod- 

writing  he  saw,  ir.  27. 
Bethlehem  more  iUusti'ious  than  Ba> 

b^lon  or  Rome,  iv.  26. 
•7»  why  called  the  city  of  David,  iv.  120. 
Bible,  absurdity  of  supposing  it'  can  be 

understood  without  study,  iv.  473. 
^-  coutains  nothing  useless,  ii.  335. 
•—  tlie  comprehensive  and  exclusive  trca- 

suT}'  of  ministerial  knowledge,  v.  62. 

—  remarks  on  the,  i.  213. 

—  everj'  preacher  should  l>e  tried  by,  ii. 
558. 

—  folly  and  guilt  of  neglecting,  ii.  352. 

—  fountain  of  life,  L  399." 

-^  fnnitshes  tlie  only  inslunceii  of  gmn- 
dcur  united  with  simplicity,  iv.  139. 

->  internal  evidence  of  its  divine  revela- 
tion, iV.  79. 

---  justly  demands  reverence,  vi.  333. 

—  letter  on  reading,  vi.  41 5. 

•—  sliould  be  read  tliroughout,  vi.  418. 

—  a  sealed  book,  till  the  heart  be  awak- 
ened, i.  642. 

—  superior  excellence,  even  as  a  human 
composition,  iv.  278. 

—  value  of;  ii.  398 

— >  value  of  the  English,  translation  of,  iv. 

68.  See  Gospel,  and  \Vord  of  God. 
Bigotry  sanctifies  every  hateful  passion, 

iv.  241. 
Biilh-<lay»,    usuid   mode    of   observing, 

highly  improper,  v.  515. 
— -  folly  of  worldly  persons,  in  rejoicing 

at  the  rctiini  of,  ri.  iily?. 
inasphemy,    how  puiiished   among   tlic 

Jcwj»,  iv.  217. 
Blemishes  observable  in  jsome  Chnstiitu 

charactcru,  letter  on,  i.  346. 
Blessedness  of  the  believer,  in  wliat  it 

coiisisls,  i.  482. 
lllcssiMg,  difTcrcnt  meanings  of  die  term, 

iv.  505. 
WiiidneRs,  on  8pirltu;il,  i.  ?54. 
Rloo<l  of  Christ,  figurutivcly  iised  for  his 
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Boasting,  what  effectual! v  excludes,  i. 
415.474. 

—  exclude<l  by  Gospel,  ii.  408. 

Body  and  mind  have  a  reciprocal  influ- 
ence, iv.  8. 

BoNNKu,  bp.  accuses  primitive  Chris- 
tians of  heresy,  vi.  394.  4iO. 

Bookp,  a  medium  in  the  choice  of,  ii.  99. 

—  seteral  recommended,  v.  Di.  vi.  2U. 
Hrazen  serpent,  alluded  to,  i.  557.  C'*?, 
efficacy  of,  iv.  169.  221.  261.  JiO. 


Br AlKEAD^s  life  jxrommcudcd,  vi.  C21 1  ' 
Bretliren,  care  to  he  taken  not  to  ofiTeud 
our  weak,  i.  509. 

—  on  love  to  the,  i.  320. 

—  c^Hknterfcit,  i.  321. 

Britain,  xieculiair  privileges  of,  v.  259- 
280. 

—  peculiar  sins  of,  v.  283. 

Brutes  have  no  propensity  to  such  chaiii- 

gcs  as  woidd  <le'>troy  them^  iv.  S32. 
Brutus,  dying  confession  of,  iv.  198. 
B  u  N  Y  A  N,  J o  H  y ,  commendation  of,  vi. 
.  38. 

■        referred  to,  vi.  45. 
BuTi.EK  Dr.  nishop  of  Durham,  anec- 
dote of,  vi.  4G1. 

C. 

C^SAR,  effect  of  Autony^sotatioii  o'vcr, 
iv.  218. 

Cake,  gowl  tilings  of  the  world  com- 
pared to  a,  vL  202. 

Caligula  reijuires  Ids  sta,tue  to  be  e- 
rectcd  in  the  temple  of  Jerusalem^  iii. 
99. 

—  assassinated  in  Ids  palace,  iii.  109. 

—  detectable  diaractcr  of,  jr.  376', 

Call  to  the  ministry,  what  constitutes  ^, 
u.  44. 

Calvin,  not  the  inventor  of  the  doe- 
trine  of  election,  iv.  517. 

Calvinist,  a  tern*  of  reproach,  iv.  517. 

—  chai'act  er  of  a  rigi<l,  vi.  245. 

—  the  author  an  avowed,  vi.  278. 
Calvinism,  the  doctrine  of  the  church 

of  England  until  Laud's  time,  vi.  204. 

Candia,  wliy  the  Grand  Seignor  cau- 
sed 100,000  men  to  perisli  in  tliat  isl- 
and, i.  5ir>. 

Camlonr,  letter  on,  i.  326. 

—  Hi. lure  :;'ul  ed'eds  of  true,  i.  327. 

—  ori/in  of  rals<.*,  i.  ,)-2S. 

— •  extent  of  ehiims  of  SociuLans,  &c.  to, 
i.  G'JO. 

—  distir.clion  between  time  and  false,  \  j. 
229. 

—  mutual  shoidd  l»e  cultivated  by  »dl 
Cluislians,  >i.  I2ri. 

C:'T)oric.al  obeilici.oe,  meaning  of,  vi.  1  IT, 
Cap-ivitit  led  captive,  impoiiof,  iv.  3C7. 
CARDlX'HOXlA,  i.  .30;,  ii.  1.  vi.  1. 
C  A  i:  L»  1 1'  II  o  N I  A,  xk\ ithor's  preparation 

for  cositiuniiip;.  vi.  351. 
Cari!:d  miiiiJ,  eftocLs  of  not  the  ^amc  Ik 

ail,  iv.  3.3. 
Case,  i;utl:o/s  doscnhed,  vi.  89.  90. 
Cass  A  x  I)  R  A,  minis'.',  rs  of   the  gOi«pct 

CMinpnrod  to.  i.  \\y..  \\.  '25'». 
Cattrpiiiar,  vomlcif.a  tr:insmntation  of, 

iv.  4r.>. 
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Cato,  d^atli  of,  ft  proof  of  pmillanimi- 

tjr,  iv.  309. 

Caution,  too  often  degenerates  into  eow- 

,    ardice,  ii.  98. 

€e  NN I CK,  Mr.  sermons  of  commended, 
ii.  67. 

Ceremonies  of  Old  Testament  typical  of 
Christy  ii.  SS'i. 

Ceremonies  Le\itica1,  typical  of  Christ, 
ii.  3S2,  535. 

Cbssa-Tor,  character  of,  i.  350. 

(Characters  of,  up4)«ilcH  and  ilisciples  pre- 
vious to  Asectision,  iiL  52. 

Character  of  Acri  pp  a,  iii  179. 

—  Antiicomians,  iii.  287.  ' 
AusTERUS,  i.  3\7. 

Relievers,  i.  359.  >i .  317. 

—  Cessator,  i.  350. 

— —  Dr.  Co  If  VERS,  V.  171. 173. 

—  CoiNelius,  iii.  101. 
— —  CuRiosus,  i  351, 

'  ELiOMlTES,iii.g86. 

■  Faithful  Ministers,  iii.S47. 

—  Felix,  iii  174. 
Gallic,  iii.  145. 

—  Gnostics,  iii.  281. 

— —  Greeks  and  Romans,  iii.  7. 

—  Herod,  Agrippa,  iii.  110. 

—  HuMAJfus,  L  348. 

— —  Jl'  DAS  the  ti*ailor,  iii.  66. 
-^—  NicoLAiTANS,  iii.  C82. 
St.  Paul,  iii  215. 

—  St  Peter,  iii.  64. 

— -  Primitive  Christians,  iiL 
250. 

—  Prudens,  i.  349. 

—  Q17ERULUS,  i,  352. 
Stephen,  iii.  87. 

—  VOLATILIS,  i.  349. 

— —  the  disciples,  illustrate  liistory  of 
church,  iii.  62. 

—  tliose  vhom  the  Lord  usually 
chooses,  vi.  96. 

Charity,  towards  those  who  differ  from 
US,  the  true  idea  of,  i.  504.  ii.  5. 

—  to  our  weak  brethren  what  it  re- 
quires, i.  508. 

—  and  to  the  world  at  large,  i.  509. 
Charlks  V.  Dr.  Robertson's  history 

of,  in  what  respeets  it  may  be  defeats 

ive,  i.  407. 
Changes  must  be  expected,  vi.  44. 
Cheerfulness  no  sin,  vi.  298. 
Children,  little,  sense  in  which  have  not 

sinned  after  Adam's  transgression,  iv. 

552. 

—  if  saved,  the  subjects  of  a  supematn- 
ral  change,  iv.  553. 

'      included  in  the  election  of  graee, 
iv.  553. 
Child,  coogratolations  on  tfie  birth  of  a, 
vi.  106. 


Children,  conioffng'eonsideratioiis  on  tiie 

prospect  of  losing,  vi.  193. 
-—  averse  from  good,  but  prone  to  evil, 

i.  541. 
-^  education  of,  an  undoabted  duty,  bat 

will  not  change  the  heart,  i.  575. 
Circumstaolials  and  essentials  in   reK* 

gion,  remarks  on,  iii.  230. 
Xfnftari^Mt;  meaning  of,  ii.  294. 
Chris  r.     See  Jesus  Christ 
Christian  Name,  sermon  on,  ii.  290, 
^■hristiaii,  the  almoit  described,  iii.  181. 

—  comparc<l  to  an  oak,  i.  643.  vi.  318. 

—  comi>ared  to  a  tradesman,  vi.  81.  84. 

—  conduct  of,  compared  with  ^t  of 
worldling,  \i.  81. 

—  defmiiJon  of  a,  i.  497.  650. 

—  discription  of  a,  ii.  297. 

—  experience  of,  easily  described  but 
difficult  to  attain,  vi.  29. 

—  life  of,  H  life  of  exertion,  ii.  530. 

—  name  nf,  should  remind  us  of  our 
high  obligations,  ii  304w 

—  name,  when  first  assumed,  iv  175. 

—  women,  proper  ornaments  of,  tL 
454. 

Chiistians,  number  of,  very  great  at  an 
early  period,  ri.  389. 

—  always  considered  as  nncharitaUey 
iii  204. 

—  affected  with  grief  when  speak  or 
hear  of  misconduct  of  professors,  ilL 
268. 

—  authorized  to  take  advantages  of  laws, 
iU.  178. 

—  causes  of  perplexities  and  disputes 
among,  iv.  193. 

—  controversies  excited  by  JudaiziDg, 
iiL  122. 

—  derive  wisdom  and  strength  from 
Christ,  iv.  211. 

-—  many  so  called,  have  no  ri^t  to  the 
title,  u.  298. 

—  exercised  and  experienced,  acquire 
eompassion  and  sldll  in  dealing  with ' 
others,  ii.  57. 

-—  good  examples  of,  tend  to  win  soids^ 
V.  216. 

—  happiness  of,  ii.  337. 

—  heathen  account  of,  vi  387. 

—  honourable  testimony  to^  ri.  392. 

•—  have  now  as  much  encouragement 
to  come  to  Christ  as  in  time  of  his  ap- 
pearance on  earthy  iL  466. 

~-  inconsistent  lives  of,  a  stumbling-block 
to  the  worid,  iv.  205.  228. 

—  in  what  sense  babei^  ii.  399. 

— .  justly  described  as  such,  iL  400. 

—  life  of^  compared  to  a  race,  ii.  529. 
— «—  easy  in  theory,  but  difficult  in  ptaa* 

tiee,  vi.  29. 142. 
»    ■     justly  called  life  of  faith,  vi.  G8. 
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tfaMli 

mun,  vj  !J1»6.  | 

««v  benee  Mmietimct  cooadered  m  db- 

afiecu^l,  vi.  397. 
'tm  niotiTes  vliich  inclined  tlie  heathent 

to  ptTteeute,  iii.  901. 
M»  name  of,  firat  giTen  at  Antioeh— • 

What  it  impliei,  iii.  108. 
^  originally,  a  term  of  infumv,  iii.  109. 

T.  287. 
mmm  priiTiithne,  benevolent,  and  dianteres- 

tcd  spirit  of,  iii.  83. 

—  pcn*sceuted  br  Nero,  iii.  195. 

■  Domitian,  iii  199. 

—  PUny,  iii.  ^00, 

■  Trajan,  iii.  301. 

«•  priraitiTc,  tubniisition  of,  to  the  Ro- 
man emperors,  iv.  376. 

■  ■       woniupped    Cliiivt  at    God,    ti. 

393. 
— >  profeaed,  conduct  of  many,  ttmilar 
to  tbat  of  tbe  Jews,  iv.  48. 

—  profcmng^  Kuilty  of  idolatry,  iL  364. 

—  aafe  iu  greatett  dangers,  v.  162. 

—  secret  communion  of,  vi.  366. 

— >  sketch  of  their  ti*nii»er,  i.  498.  630. 
•—  true,  views  of,  great  and  sublime,  iv. 

SIO. 
•—  what  fhime  of  mind  distinguishes  one 

from  another,  i.  417. 
-^  who  the  best,  vi.  171. 

—  vhy  some  live  in  spirit  of  ancient 
Pliarisccs,  iv.  145. 

—'  without  trials,  compared  to  a  mill 

Vitliotit  %'inil  or  water,  ii.   218.     Sue 

BelieVers. 
ChriNtiHu  ministers,  e^sentird  ]>rinciples 

and  aims  of,  iv.  54.  89.  119.  ir>0. 
•«—  sliephenis   under  Chi-ist,  iv.  152. 

160. 

■  painful    anxieties  of,  iv.    159.  352. 
See  Ministers. 

Christian  soldier,  warfare  of,  iv.  490.  500. 

Sec  Warfare. 
Christianitv,  a  oonnstent  svstem,  t.  445. 

—  <Iivine  origin   of,   proved   by  its  au- 
authf>r's  rhuracter,  iv.  280.  * 

—  early  corruption  of,  iii.  *2fJ9. 

—  exhibits  H  beautiful  system  of  moral- 
ity, iv.  368. 

—  p»ined  little  from  Constantine*s  pro- 
tection, iv.  385. 

•—  the  great  mystery  of,  iv.  239. 

—  ini]K)rtaiice  of  ri|^t  views  of  spirit  of, 
iii.  295. 

—  nearly  as  old  ns  the  creation,  iv.  435. 

—  the  peculiar  and  inimitable  maik  of, 
i.  457. 

—  profession  of,  unnvaiUnp,  ii.  302. 

—  progress  of,  and  evidenoo  of  itB  di- 
vine uriginal,  ii.  301. 


Ciiriiliiil^ 

man,  iv.  147. 
"^  retti  oo  Chriilri  moffeotiosiy  iw.  S86L 

45a 

—  varioQi  attempts  to  hinder  progrvii 
oi;  iii.  88.  84. 

Christendom  indebted  for  its  anperior 
advantages  to  the  kno^iedgpe  of  revi»> 
lation,  iv.  365. 

—  general  face  of,  exhibits  bat  little  tf 
the  gospel,  iv.  421. 

Cbristiologia,  Dr.  Owen's,  alluded  to^  «ft. 

441. 
Christmas,  manner  in  whieh  oagbt  te  hm 

kept,  V.  403. 
Chureh,  scriptural  meaBing  of  tte  wovd^ 

iv.406. 

—  rapid  increase  of  the  prinBttivey  iii.  SI. 

—  triumphant  exuHatkm  c£,  W.  108. 

•—  of  Christ,  description  of  tiie  tnM^  i;. 

26. 
— — —  comprises  all  the  vutmbon^  Iw^ 

mystical  body,  iv.  96. 

—  of  Goil,  8ecurit>-  of,  vL  SOS. 

—  the  Old  Testament^  to  what  eomjMr* 
ed,  iv.  6. 

defective   kaowledge  o^    of    the 
Messiah,  iv.  9. 

—  of  England,  artklea  of,  etdliliaked  bgp 
law,  iv.  523. 

-«—  reasons  for  preferring,  ▼.  83.  4JL 

51. 
-—  Cireck,  wretched  state  of^iv.  421.  SSA 

—  Homun,  deplorable  errors  of,  iv.  SSS, 

—  I>robably  contains  some  true  Chris- 
tians, V.  VJ9. 

Churches,  apostolic,  irregularities   nsMi 

olfeiices  in,  iii.  250. 
Church  government,  assumeil  infallibUi^ 

of  persons  of  dilfcrent  sentimeDts,  ▼< 

31. 

—  difficidtics  in  deducing  a  system  o^ 
from  the  New  Testament,  y.  36. 

"    sentiments  of  an  Utopian  dissenter 

upon,  V.  71. 
Cicero,  moral  synem  of,  superior  te^ 

that  of  modem  dcisU,  ir.  86. 
Claudius,  bestows  kingilom  of  Jadee 

on  Agrippa,  iii.  109. 
Clement's  first  epistle  to  Corinthianft 

uaefid,  but  not  faiiltlcss,  iii.  810. 
Comfort  preserved  by  watchAibieai  and 

prajer,  vi.  16. 

—  not  necessarily  the  result  of  strong 
faith,  ri.  468. 

Comfoiier  promised  to  the  Chureh»  ir. 
83. 

—  promise  fulfilled,  iv.  331. 
Coming  to  Christ,  sermon  on,  iL 

4:i8. 
■  I II  ■  implies  penoaion  of  hit   poi 
ik  460. 
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actual  application,  ib. 
a  ibUowiDf  q€  hit  esample  ik 
ComnMMi-plMe  books  recommended,  t. 

97. 
CommimiflB    with  God,  letter    on,  L 

S76. 
^^^  an  inportant  part  of  the  beHefei^t 

blesaednett,  i.  485. 
^— 'alRirdt  the   bett  relaxation  from 

the  caret  of  lifiB,  518. 
— —  mark  of  true  religion,  ii.  306. 
C^mmunioa  with  taints,  letter  on,  i.  984. 
CSomplainta  of  ourtelvet  often  proceed 

from  eormpt  motiTes,  vl.  186. 
Compliments  religioas,   the  mott  on- 

teemly  of  any,  ii.  40. 
Comparitoot,  teriptami,  mutt  be  under- 
stood with  fimitation.  It.  230. 
Concerts  and  oratories  to  be  anrfded  L 

509. 
CondeseeMSon,  meaning  of,  W.  181. 
Conduct  of  Cliristian  and  worldling  cmn- 

pared,  iL  81. 
Conflicts,  great  cause  of  the  believer's, 

i.  657. 
-i-  the  belieTer*s  all  lead  to  Tictoty,  vi. 

155. 
Conformitj  to  the  world,  letter  on,  i. 

347. 
Conforrattj  to  God,  mark  of  true  reli- 
gion, ii.  306. 
Congregation,  description  of  the  antboi^s 

▼i.  198. 
Conquerors^  in  what  lig^t  they  may  be 

▼iewed,  L  515. 
'V*  of  ancient  times  instruments  of  God's 

▼engeanee,  r.  154. 
Conscience,  Christ  the  sole  Lord  U,  ri. 

SS9. 
•>-  difference   between  the   conrietions 

of,  and  the  workings  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit, i.  557. 
H»>  rules  for- the  direetion  of  a  tender 

and  scmpuloos,  L  508. 
*->  void  of  offence,  necessary  to  a  h^er* 

er*s  happiness  here,  i.  484. 
*-  terrora  of  a  guilty,  it.  394^ 
Consideration,  &t  duty  of,  i.  656. 
Conaderations  calculated  to  support  the 

mind  nnder  fears  of  trials,  ri.  6% 
Codsolation,  motives  for,  on  the  death 

ofa  friend,  it  31.  199. 
T^of  the  gospel  hhiden  from  woridly 

men,  ii.  183: 
•«the  proper  tendency  of  sensible,  is 

to  humble  the  believer,  ii.  186. 
CoNSTANTiME  the  Great,  rapid  de- 

clenuon  of  the  church  under,  ir.  53. 
ControTersy,  letter  on,  i.  241. 
fTonversatioo,  tlie  general  tenor  of,  a  teat 

of  fnre  rfligton,  ri.  381. 


iiL  90.  ir.  133. 
Consenion,  ssriptnral  account  oi^  i.  53il. 

—  described  in  scripture  by  Tarkwa 
names,  L  536. 

—  not  the  being  proselyted  to  an  opi- 
nion, but  receiving  a  principle  of  d^ 
vine  Ught  and  fife  into  tho  soul,  i.  537. 

^-  lometimes  oceaaoned  by  dreamt^  i. 

695. 
^-  every  real  converaon  miracukraty  i 

994. 
-^  ipiritual,  ezcludet  boaaling^  iv.  148L 

—  its  being  a  work  of  grace,  tendt  to  re- 
move duspair,  iv.  149. 

—  of  one  sinner  more  important  than 
the  temporal  welfere  of  a  kingdoa^ 
iv.  S28. 

>*  remarkable,  of  Dr.  Conyen^  ▼.  174. 

See  Heart. 
Converts,  youns^  characteristiet  ol^  i.  507. 
Conrictiona,  spiritual,  their  eCect,  i.  657. 
Conviction  of  sin,  distress  o^  ii.  453. 
Co  NYERs  Dr.  sermen  en  dffath^/^w.  167. 

—  conversion  of,  v.  174b 

—  manner  of  instructing  his  pooploi  t. 
178. 

——  remarkable  timidity  of,  v.  185. 

—  character  and  death  of,  ▼.  171. 
Corinth,  Paul  preaebea  at,  iiL  148. 
Com,  work  of  grace  compared  to  die 

growth  o^  vi  991*. 

Cornelius,  character  and  eonvenion 
of,  iii.  101. 

Corruption.  See  Human  nature,  and 
Heart 

Conneil,  the  first  Christian,  iiL  194. 

Co  u  N8E  L  Lo  R,  a  name  of  Christ,  iv.  lOf . 

Covenant  of  works  proneaett  to  cleave 
to,  vi.  45. 

Covetousness,  a  great  obstacle  to  a  min- 
ister's usefulness,  iii.  936. 

—  a  cause  of  declension  in  spiritual  lifi^ 
ri.  409. 

—  thoughts  on,  vL  473. 

— -  a  general  and  prevailing  an  amongrf 
professors,  ri.  474. 

—  produces  many  sorrows,  yn.  478. 
Cox,  Mr.  museum  of,  IHuatrative  of  the 

vast  difference  in  the  Christian  1U% 

L418. 
— —  further  reflections  on,  &.  904. 
Creation,  book  of,  deservet  study,  i.  915. 

—  reflections  on  the,  iv.  184.  997.  358. 
403.  471.-539. 

Cross,  doctrine  of  the,  happy  «tfMtira( 
iv.  101.  990. 

—  of  Christ  diqdayt  dhinn 
u.  440. 

— *-  the  knowledgo  ^j 
tion%  a,  914. 
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edneasp  vL  39. 
-i*  1110111(1  be  numbered  among  mcrcieft 

Ti40.        . 
Crueifixion,  the  Roman  puaUUment  for 

dAViayW.  Sir. 
—  of  Christ,  how  typified,  iv.  224. 
CujiiHCHAM,  acc9UHt  njf  Mi*9  EUxo, 

▼.  101. 
Cure,  ackiiow1c<IgT»cnt  of  antlior'i,  vi.  90. 
CuRiosufy  character  of,  i.  351. 
Craus,  prediction  of,  by  Isaiah,  ir.  412. 
— -  an  lAStrumeul  in  God's  hand*,  iv.  429. 


D. 


DA.iriEL»  a  remarkable  instance  of  di- 
vine protection,  iv.  5V2. 

Btrkneiiy  figuratively  ujwd  in  scripture* 
IT.  81.  952.  98. 

-*  powers  of,  little  said  of  in  scripture, 
yeteiMM^  to  mtd^c  us  tremble,  i.  438. 

—  eatn  do  nothing  but  with  the  divine 
permissioo»  L  43S. 

—  incessant  machinations  of,  iv.  155. 
SeeSataou 

David  never  appears  more  lively  than 
when  remole  from,  and  iougiiig  for, 
public  orniuanocs,  ii.  190. 

—  what  quieted  his  mind  in  tribulatioo, 
av.  215. 

—  eminently  God's  servant,  iv.  2V2. 

—  patience  of  under  aiflictioii,  iv.  *JtJG. 
Day  and  nip;ht,  reflcclious  ou  the  succes* 

sion  of,  ii.  244. 

Day-break,  reflections  on,  i.  290. 

DcACOXS,  first  appointment  of,  iii.  HT. 

Deafness,  reflections  on  lia\tji^  been  af- 
flicted with,  i.  42o. 

Death,  what  reconciles  us  to  the  thought 
of,  i.  401.  409. 

-—  further  reflections  on,  i.  4G.i. 

—  our  view  of  death  >»  ill  not  be  always 
the  same,  ii.  42. 

—  believer's  support  and  happiness  in, 
iv.  112.  224.  4G6.  49».  5oi>. 

—  the  first  and  second,  iv.  40J.  480. 

—  universally  personified,  iv.  479. 

—  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  victory,  iv. 
480. 

—  armed  with  a  formidable  sting,  iv.  491. 

—  sting  of,  removed  by  OiPi't,  iv.  498. 

—  to  wait  his  tcachin;;,  mubt  duugerous 
advice,  iv.  55r. 

—  circumstances  wliich  render  it  desira- 
ble, vi.  76. 

—  how  lo  obtain  victorv  over  the  fear  of, 

vi.  Sir. 

—  instance  of  a  beliover'b  happy,  i.  4  Vi. 
vi.  .305. 321.  '  I 

—  tb»?lime  and  manner  of  under  Cbri.'i'- 
autbonn,  ii.  4  ^i  ' 


Death  of  M  naportMice  to  bdtBVcr^  vi. 

60  63. 

—  seriptnral  meamngof,  vi.  S30. 

—  jof  infants  afibrds  little  eame  of  aorro w, 
vi.  182. 

Death-bed,  pious  eoorerse  off  a  youn^ 
woman  on  her,  i.  443. 

—  various  impressom  from  diffemvt 
deatli-bed  scenes,  i.  446.  571.  iL  88. 
196.  90f).  223» 

Death-bed  rei>entaDec,  tlioughta,  on  a,  L 

577. 
— ^—  dangerous,  iv.  115. 
Death-beits,  insunces  of  ternUe,  hr.  493: 

—  of  infidels  and  christianfy  eoalraat  be- 
tween, v.  206. 

—  sti'npgly  evince  the  value  of  ebrntiah 
principles,  vi  4.)0. 

Debokau,  sublime  toogofyiv.  OH. 

DCCEITFULNKSS    OF    THE    USAmT, 

sci*niou  on,  ii.  259. 
Declensions  of  bclievert  inerean  their 

humility,  i.  363 
Decline  in  spiritual  Ufe,  sjnmptoraa  of,  vi. 

411. 
Deist,  sliould  be  treated  with  eandoor,  i. 

329. 

—  cziKistulafion  n  ilh  a,  i.  354^ 

Deity  of  Christ  and  of  the  Holy  SpiHt 
in  union  witli  the  Katlier,  a  doctriDe 
necessary  to  be  believed  in  order  to 
salvation,  i    .>'il. 

—  ofC'liri.si,  pnxtfs  of,  i.  456.  ii.  7.  10. 
419  iv.  151. 

— — —  a  fniMlamental  d<»cU'ine,  iv.  4.'», 

60.  7S.  108.  130.  1(34.  236.  304.  309. 

567. 
Degrees  in  p:loiy  denic<l,  vi.  170. 
DEMErnzrs,   tbe  sihersmitli,  excites 

tlie   |w)|)ulace  u^.^indt   I'aul,  iii.    15.3. 

See  r-iul. 
Demonstration  not  folely  appropriate  to 

mathematical  evidence,  iv  451. 
Depravity  of  man  manifested  by  Ids  op- 

poiution  to  gospel,  i.  340. 

—  of  human  nature  total,  \i.  206. 
Desire  of  all  nations,  api>ropriatc  title  ol* 

tiie  Me^ssiah,  iv.  34. 

Debponding  thoughts  should  be  stead- 
fasti V  i*csisted,  vi.  141. 

Dcs])  ^'ate  wickeilness  of  the  heart,  u. 
20.'j.     See  Heart. 

Di.voNSHiRC,  duke  of,  his  motto  be- 
coming every  christian,  i.  608. 

£i4zx9vi»ii  t4iy  meaning  of,  iv.  316. 

Diana,  famous  temple  of,  at  Ephctii% 

•  •  •       «  V  t 

111.   Jj-4. 

l^lHgence,  deilnitlon  of  spiritual,  i.  117. 

—  ricccswry  J)  uutleittaiid  scripture,  ii. 
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UioNvsii's  tbe  A/eop-^glte,  conceited 
i-v  1\nil,  iii.  1  VI. 
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Dumppoioiouiut,  wliAt  it  generkUjr  meana, 

Vi.  So. 
Diu'iplct,    renuivkHbIc    putieolan    iii 

CluiBt's  eboicc  uf,  iti.  .53. 

—  priiiulive,  content  to  bear  leom  nnd 
injuriout  troktmtiit  tor  Clirist'i  aakey 
iji.  i  -2. 

f—  him  tliej  witlk  with  Chriitt,  vL  67. 
J>itcourAgciiieuls,  hi'ftt  way  (^  obtniuing 

relief  trom,  ii.  3ui{. 
DJantcreflteUucn  eminent  in  St  Pau^ 

Ui.  !^34. 

—  necosary  iu  ministeni,  iii.  2SG. 
i>ijipeti(iati(Mi»  aiid   uHliciiuus   of  fixtrj 

kind  uudci'  Chrikt's  guidanctr,  ii.  431. 

—  t}ic  sum  total  of  all,  jf-90(/  to  the  be- 
liever, Vi.  MS. 

Distuuri',  effects  of  upon  objects,  iv.  4G8. 
Distinction,  dcsre  of,  uiiauiiable  to  chria- 

tian  cliaractcr,  iii.  67. 
Distraetioo,  varioua  dcj^et  of,  i.  493. 
UiTenioDi,  puUic,  fatal  tendenoj  o^  iL 

133. 
Dives,  refleetions  on  the  parable  of, 

IT.  488. 
Divine  nature  cannot  KiflfcT  it.  878. 
■  ■  necessary  distinction  iu  tlie,  it.  307. 

—  life  founded  on  reg;eneratioo,  tu  831. 

—  truth  best.  expoMtiou  of  always  before 
us,  vi.  134. 

Doctri:icA  compared  to  milk  or  strong 

meut,  iv.  516. 
•—  funrUmetital,  ti.  199. 
Doctrine,  plain  tests  ov  teue, 

Ti.  419. 
Doctrinal  points  of  importance  may  be 

summed  up  in  a  few  words,  ti.  811. 
DoMiTiAM  persecutes  the  Christians, 

ill  199. 

—  assa«inated,  iii.  800. 

Doubts  and  fenrs,  in  a  grater  or  less 

degree  the  commoo  experience  of  the 

Lord*s  people,  i.  648. 
Dream,  autlior*s  renaarkable  at  Venice, 

i.  88.  83. 
Dreams,  personf  converted  by,  L  685. 
Dreaming,  letter  on,  vi.  413. 
DrcsK,  propriety  in,  should  be  consulted, 

especially  by  ministers,  t.  81. 

—  rcniHrks  oii  female,  vi.  463. 
Drunkenness,  fatal  eflects  o^  It.  3Q3. 
Duellists,  galluntry  of,  ariiic«  from  mean- 
ness of  sentiment,  iv.  809. 

Djruig  cottfessious  of  different  characters, 
i.  444.  447.  v.  188.  vL  305. 

£. 

Earnest  expectation  of  the  creature, 

explained,  i.  SoS. 
ISariy  rising,  imporLince  of,  t.  81. 
EartiUy  comforts  dqubly  sweet  iftTTBtei 

in  Lord's  kst4s,^i.  39. 


irfCMTt 


EBBVKicm,  a 

ncM  under  chanffing^  'dUpenutanM, 
T.  608. 

ECCLK.SIASTICA1.  lUSTORY,  re- 
view of^  iii.  1.  897. 

Edification  hindrcd  by  strife  and  dis- 
union, vi.  60. 

Education,  ulraost  universally  suited  to 
add  to  tlie  stimulus  of  depraTed  nature, 
L481. 

—  of  children,  an  undoobted  duty,  bat 
will  not  chnDge  llie  heart,  i.  575. 

Edwards,  Mr.  discourse  of,  on  the 
freeilom  of  the  will,  commended,  ii. 
69.  108. 

¥.K8ttfA^tl9iany  meaning  of.  It.  5S5S. 

Elect,  great  privilege  a(^  iv.  588.  See 
Believers. 

Election,  on  the  doctrine  of^  i.  168. 

—  of  gruee,  phtinly  taught  in  Scriptnvr* 
iv.  191.  517.  548. 

Elijah,  highly  favoured  of  God,  it.  if. 

—  eom|)lainU  of,  against  Israel,  ir.  318. 

—  translation  of,  iv.  474. 
Elymas  struck  blind,  iii.  114. 
Empires,  tlic  great  master-whed  in  the 

revohitions  of,  i.  467. 

—  rise,  kc.  of,  made  sabservient  to  pi^ 
gress  of  Christianity,  iii.  13. 

England,  church  of.    See  Churoh. 

—  may  be  considered  as  the  Israel  of  the 
New  Testament,  ▼.  859. 

Enmity  to  God  subdued  by  the  croa.  It. 
74.     See  Chms. 

Enoch,  transhition  of,iT.  474. 

Enthusiasm,  different  senses  of  the  tern, 
vi.  497. 

Ephcsians,  iii.  8.  remarkable  effect  of  tlilt 
text  on  a  wortliy  clergyman,  i.  560. 

Epicureans  and  Stoics  opiiose  Paul,  fii. 
138. 

Epistles  of  apostolical  fathers  mark  the 
eariy  dedensioQ  of  spiritual  Christiani- 
ty, iu.  811. 

—  to  Timothy  and  Titus  intended  to  form 
the  character  of  a  christian  minister^ 
iii.  213. 

E^i^or*,  meaiiing  of,  it  309. 
E^vNUf,  meaning  of,  ii.  385. 
Error,  definition  of  in  its  simplest  fims, 
iii.  875. 

—  indifference  to,o(len  miscalled  charitr. 
Ui.  i»86. 

—  a  CRiise  of  decline  in  the  qtiritual  life, 
Ti.  406. 

—  more  dangerous  when  mingled  wi(k 
truth,  vi.  44)6. 

—  the  suivst  way  to  prevent  or  refute^^  it 
to  preach  the  tr^i,  li.  98. 

Es-s-'utial-s  in  cirvumsumtials  in  rcHgiee, 
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T.  49.  SI. 
Btemal  life,  beHeven  have  a  perfiwt  n|^t 

to,  at  fint  beUeving,  ti  34a 
BvcLiD,itiidied  bj  the  aathor  when  in 

■larefy,  L  45. 
BvNvcRy  Ethiopian,  conTerted  by  Phi- 
lip, ua.  9& 
Evangelical  Magazine,  papen  ex- 

trectcd  from,  vL  4d6. 
BvE,  eondnct  o^  imitated  by  her  poate- 

riiy,  iT.  «3S. 
BvsaLAtTiiro  Father,  anaoie  of  M€»> 

aiah,  ir.  109. 
£Yii,  inquiriet  into  origin  of^  yain  and 

pcmieioua,  ir.  570. 
«—  thoughta  inaeparaUe  from  an  evil  na- 

turr,  vi.  254. 
Bviis,  natural,  maj  be  attributed  to  an, 

ir,  76.  46t2. 
— >  inehided  in  the  icntenee  of  death, 

iv.  486. 
Bxaminntion  Ibr  orders,  aeeeunt  of  the 

author's,  r.  530. 
Bxerdses  of  mind,  eommon  to  aO,  but 

especially  to  ministers,  Ti.  ISO. 
-—  spiritual,  not  a  Kttle  influenced  by  our 

eonstitutional  temperament,  L  65S.  ii. 

14.  18. 

—  the  Lord's  view  in  permKting  us  to 
past  through  SHeh  a  variety,  ii.  105. 

Rxotluf),  nteaning  of,  if.  290. 
Exorcists,  defeated  by  the  cril  ^irit,  iii. 

150. 
Experience,  the  Lord's  school,  i.  416.  ii. 

100. 

—  contributes  gradually  to  soften  and 
sweeten  our  spirits,  ii.  1. 

^  some  points  of,  considered,  i.  557. 
— -  author's  shows  preciousness  of  Christ, 

vi.  5.'^. 
•*—  goodness  of  God,  vi.  58.  69. 

—  conflict  in,  ri.  97. 

spparent  inconsistencies  in,  ri.  105. 
■       particnlsrs  of,  i.  74.  1 82.  ri.  347. 
-"^  RimiUritv  i>etween  the  author^s  and 

Mr.  Occamn,  vi.  151. 
-—  M  hnt  arc  spiritual,  vi.  177.  | 

— -  of  true  ChristianH,  same  in  kind  as  that 

of  apostles,  though  not  iu  degree,  i. 

361. 
Erxperi  mental,  jtistncss  of  the  term,  as 

applied  to  religion,  v.  lOJ 
Extempore  prayer  often  no  better  than 

a  lifeless  form,  v.  11. 

—  preaching,  reqiiimtcs  for,  ii.  56. 
.—  the  gift  of  Hot],  59. 
•——reasons  for  prrforring  it,  160. 
— —  meaiis  of  nttHJuintr,  \.  95. 

—  !»dV!4nfnj;;r«of<v.  Hi. 
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Fablea,  eommeat  on  tk« 

mond,  T.  37S. 
Faith,  on  the  growth  t£,  i.  9tt. 
Faith,  sermais  om  tkt 

583. 
Faith  and 

465. 

—  rest  on  the  same  gitMBida»  iL  517. 

—  alwa3rs  effieaoions^  L  164. 

—  aocepuble  in  its  weakest  state,  W.  441. 

—  and  hotinesa  aswatial  to  adfatM^  ir. 
SS4. 

—  defined  and  ilhiatntod,  i.  14A. 

—  differs  from  ratiooal  aaontyL  ft38b  65^ 
568. 

—  efiect  of  r^ieneration,  i.  S5S. 

«-  the  most  eminont  cBboti  Muribsjd  ip| 
ill.  32.  iv.  440. 

—  enables  the  believer  to  appitMHfti  wfltfi 
aonftdaoea  to  God,  ir.  3fiK>. 

■—  evidence  of  things  not  aeen,  iv.  117. 

313. 
-^  evidence  c£,  vi.  178. 

—  follows  God  without  reuMnii^  L  fl. 
— -  how  produced,  iv.  338. 

— -  implies  reliance  upou  Christy  iu.  Si. 

—  inward  witness  o€,  i.  155. 

— justifying,  produces  holiBem^  ii.  56Ql 
-»life  of,  vi.  54. 

-^—  a  myatcrj'  till  experienced,  i.  4SS. 
— -  hid  from  carnal  men,  ii.  373. 

—  may  exist  without  assuranoe,  i.  S59.  n» 
586. 

—  means  appoined  for  the  growth  oC,  iv/ 
444. 

—  must  have  truth  for  its  objett,  i.  591. 

—  no  new  ideas  of,  stated  nnee  the  oloat 
of  the  scriptural  canon,  iii.  121. 

—  not  a  bare  assent,  iii.  31 . 

-*-  not  necessarily  connected  with  aeniQile 
comfort,^ vi.  467. 

—  on  a  living  and  dead,  ti.  550. 

—  inseparably  united  with  practiee,  t. 
142.  u.  350. 

—  preserves  from  complianee  with  the 
worid,  L  147. 

—  proceeds  not  from  reasoning  but  tlie 
gift  of  (;od,  i.  546. 

—  progress  of,  to  assurance  gradual^  ii. 
598. 

—  regulates  believer's  conduet,  i.  145. 

—  renders  lowest  state  supportable^  anA 
<Iismisaon  from  highest  desirable^  i. 
460. 

—  traces  and  admires  God's  hand,  L  462, 

—  the  substance  of  things  hoped  Ibr,  iT^ 
103. 

—  the  victory  tbst  overooMethfte  irMid^ 
iv.  510. 
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BUtk,  vkea  dBidtato  oi;  «e  MB  do 

tkiag  uomptMff  iL  IS. 
•MiialMly  itdeidyiL  561. 
-~  unites  the  Kml  to  Chiiit»  L  574. 
y>ithfiilni  to  light  reteived  aincau«f 

faiiiMirii%  hkh,  i.  Mft. 
-«  cautioQa  reipectingy  yL  165. 
9Ulp  ewwcyirniiri  o^  L  dlS. 
FUlen  many  teriptare  aeeount  of  depn- 

▼ity  lioir  perverted,  W  146«  196. 
— degradedp  yet  not  devoid  of  hwiiaiiity» 

iv.  340. 
•^  may  be  termed  inhnnuui,  iv.  841. 

—  in  what  tenKy  a  eaptive  to  am,  iv.  S97. 

—  eonvietiou  of  hb  lout  conriitioe  neeea- 
«ry  to  aemfart^  It.  648. 

Family^  care  o^  an  hononrable  aharge, 

▼L  57. 
•^aoanesioBi^  hov  te  he  tcgankd,  L 

513. 

—  wonkfp^  letter  on,  L  ISB. 

■  proper  honn  to  ho  ahoHa  far,  L 

laa 

Fishioo,  tynmy  o^  vi.  457. 

—  eompHanee  vith  imiiiodcat,anfnl,  and 
damoiuaa,vi458. 

Past  Sbemov,  v.  1S7. 

FaflU,  peUie^  produee  hot  fittle  effect, 

vLisa 

War,  ilhMtntiaa  of  godly,  vL  856. 

—  godlv,  a  branch  of  the  oeetet  of  the 
LonCvL  631. 

Feaating,  on  religiaoa,  vi.  46a 

Felix  tremUeaundar  Paul's ^acoune, 
ui.  177. 

Female  dreai,  remarks  on,  vi  46fl. 

FBNBLON,on  pulpit  eloquence,  recom- 
mended, ▼.  95. 

Fbstus  ■oeeeeda  Feliz  in  his  gorem- 
ment,  BL  177. 

Figures,  eiplaaation  of  some  prophetical, 

W.  95. 
Ffaial  perseteranee,  letter  on,  i.  198. 

■  how  perrerted,  it.  146. 
Flowen,  Kfleccions  on,  vi.  *281.  885. 
Forgiveness  uf  each  other,  nccesiiiy  of, 

ii.7a 
Form  of  sound  words,  i.  681. 
Forms  of  prayer,  otiUty  and  diviDe  ap» 

poiutment  of,  r.  11. 
FortKude  casmtial  to  the  best  wiadom, 

T.  811. 
Wnnw,  OB  a  hcKever'%  i.  iM7. 
«-  variation  in  neccasvy  and  profitaUo, 

vi.  65. 
Fraitks,  Dr.  an  eminent  christiaB,  vi. 

886. 
Fbbb  THiirKBBS,pemieioas  tendency 

of  their  conduct,  iv.  147. 
Mands,  aepanCion  from,  ean  he  made 

toleraUe  by  yeee,  ii.  119^ 

V«t.  VI.  4  1' 


hope  few*  nnooBverted,  u«  189t 
—taiotivus for  consolation  onthelomoCi 

it  31. 199. 
Friendship,  a  little  snspiaioua  when  cau 

ereised  with  long  silence,  i  548. 
Fuller's  soap,  of  what  illustrative,  iv.  Sdk 
Futurity  nuircif ully  concealed  from 

iv.  au6. 
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Gal  ATX  A  NS,  their  lorn  left  vpeB  reMvd 
aa  a  m-amiii«;  to  us,  i.  488. 

—  occasion  of  writing  die  Epistle  t0|  iiL 
185. 

—  state  hkwfaiahfimad  by  St  PanlsW* 
346. 

Oalxleb,  inhaUtanta  U,  deipiaed  hgr 

those  of  Jerumlcm,  iv.  86.  94w 
Gabdi  NBR,  colonel,  grace  of  God  illoi* 

tratcd  in  oonvcraon  of^  t  8. 
Gb  NBSXt,  hook  o^  fisw  cfoalified  to  etttaV 

into  the  spirit  ol^  iv.  150. 
Genteel  neighbours,  rantiwis  conecndog 

interconrae  with,  vi  874w 
Gbittilbs,  time  of  their  fidnesBap* 

pmachiog,  iv.  481. 
G  1 B  B  o  N  X  T  B  t,  eonsecpienee  of  their  seh* 

mission  to  Joshua,  iv.  509t 
GiDBON,  victory  o^  iv.  56. 
Gifts  of  God  shoohi  produee  in  na  eon* 

tentment,  it  318.-wmd  diligence,  fi. 

319. 
Gifts  received  by  Mearfah  far  the  rebel* 

liouv,  what,  iv.  331.  336* 

—  and  grace  should  be  deeriy  distin* 
guiidied,  vi.  115. 188. 

GiiiLXB*s  Gospel  UialQiy  eonmeBdedi 

vi.  811. 
Glass,  exceedingly  porous,  it  S7» 
Glory,  degrees  in,  considered,  vL  170. 

—  scripture  sense  of  the  wocd,  iv.  897. 
GvoiTics,  account  of  the,  ill.  881. 
GOD,  access  to»  none  but  fay  Christ  iL 

540. 

—  adini'/itters  the  kingdom  of  grace, 
wonderfully,  i.  439. 

—  aU-sa(Beiericy  of,  advantage  of  rely* 
ing  on  the,  i  419* 

--  ar^iiiesccnce  in  the  will  oi^  our  great 
privilego,  i.  480l 

—  appoints  Hflliotions  lor  hL  people's 
benefit,  i.  488«  vi.  198,  368. 

—  benefit  of  acting  simi^y  far»  L  488L 

—  our  businem  la  lifaxia  to  g|orify»i* 
430. 

—  caution  to  he  eaed  la 
grace,  iv.  196. 

-~  chief 
It.  168. 
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God,  Chxirt  woirAipped  m,  kgrpriaiUvi 
chrUtiani,  vi.  393. 440. 

—  eottmunkm  vitfay  jojrt  of,  it.  171. 

— ^>  important  part  ot*  blc8sediie8S,i.485. 

—  roiitrits  spirit  pleaiin|^  to,  i.  416. 

—  ilenlh  of  minti  of,  preokmt  in  hit 
N)?bt,  iv.  518. 

—  fliitiidence  of  bis  protection  unbcco- 
Hiinp^  a  bcUerer,  i.  295. 

—  enitn  of,  in  sending  Christ  into  the 
voHd,  ii.  405. 

—  enmity  agunit,  roolcd  in  o»u*  nature, 
ir.  350. 

—  inquiry  whether  he  is  the  autlior  of 
sin,  i.  s;^. 

—  every  vhcrc  present,  \i.  290.   . 

—  exhibition  of  his  perfections,  the  glo- 
ry of,  iv.  lai. 

■•*  enperience  his  school,  i.  410. 

—  gifl  of  a  Saviour,   from  grncc  and 

■  love  of,  ir.  518. 

—  f»lorifie«l  by  heVieTer's  obedience  as 
'  much  as  by  that  of  (Sabriel,  iL  41. 

—  glorv  and  grace  of,  revealed  in  Christ, 
a.  437.  ' 

— —  mnuifestalion  ol^the  end  of  Christ's 
appeamne,  ii.  4O0. 

■  of,  revealed  in  Christ,  iv.  561. 

■  ■■  of,  liesf  displayed  by  keeiring  us 
|MX)r  in  ourselves,  I.  473. 

■  I     of,  sliouM  be  oar  object,  i.  4S1. 

—  g«>odDefl8  smd  severity  of,  ii.  307. 
-— « in  what  the  glory  of  consists,  iv. 

V23. 

— •  gracioas  design  of,  in  afiording  rcre- 
Intion,  ir.  306. 

•~-  hand  of,  shcrabl  be  disccmc<I  and  ac- 
knowledged in  all  tilings,  ii.  316. 

—  how  to  walk  witli,  in  daily  occurren- 
ces of  life,  i.  430.  654. 

—  im])ri^ou  of,  given  by  the  Holy 
H\Hnt  to  a  sinner,  iv.  7. 

'--  in  Christ  ivconciling  the   world  to 

hiruself,  iv.  125. 
->  in  what  respect.  Father,  &c  of  lus 

pco[>li.',  iv   306. 

—  justice  q€,  ii.  34t9. 

will  uliimutely  be  ma:ufcstcd,  ii. 

SC5. 

-^  kingdom  of,  not  names  and  senti- 
ments, ii.  98. 

-—  knowledge  of,  the  ground  of  glory 
and  joy,  i.  -^5. 

—  knoM-n  only  in  and  by  Christ,  iv.  398. 

—  lore  of  manifested  in  pardoning  sin- 
ner?, i.  415. 

to  Mnncrs,  ri.  C26. 

—  logins  kindness  ol,  better  than  life, 
i.  'ir^O. 

^-  madr  man  upright,  iv.  231 

•  in«niftsted  iu  tbc  flesh  on  earth,  ii.  7. 


God,  mtailcitAlim  9i,  when  the  |^«qd 
end  of  all  complelely  oUained,  iv.  580. 

—  name  of^  how  taken  in  vain,  IL  619- 
— *  by  proiaae  aweirers,  iL  5S2. 

— —  by  thoughtless  wcrshipfen,  ii.  523, 
— —  by  all  who  rest  in  mere  fvofeaHon 

of  Christianity,  it  534. 
~-  no  goodness  in  most  specioos  aetions 

unless  performed  with  referenee  to 

his  glor}',  i.  431. 

—  nothing  worthy  of  eompArisoa  with 
liis  service,  ii.  431. 

— ^-  tririal  that  is  done  far  him,  ii  61. 

—  only  competent  judge  of  what  ia 
wcHlhy  himaell^  iv.  364. 

—  overrules  conneih  of  prinees^  u  SIS. 
-— —  all  the  designs  of  men»  iv.  SS4> 

—  patienoe  oC  wonderful,  I  439.  vi  85. 

—  perfeetians  of  seen  in  eniti  of  Cloiity 
ii.  440. 

— «  seen  in  Christ  as  mediator,  ii.  441. 

—  power  manifested  ia  menna  he  ush^ 
iii.77. 

—  protection  of,  oonsideratioBs  rcinltp 
ing  from  confidence  m^  ir.  505, 

—  providence  of^  extendi  to  ninntest 
concerns,  i.  408.  vi.  300. 

-*  providential  care  of  the  nnivcrs^  i. 
437. 

—  purposes  of  merej  eamiot  he  ^aap. 
■  pointed,  I  415. 

—  purposes  of,  carried  on  bj  meant  and 
instruments,  v.  194^ 

—  stains  the  pride  of  favnaa  gUrj*  ii. 
407. 

—  I'ederoption  the  greatest  of  his  works» 
iY.  56. 

—  regulates  degree  and  duration  of  eou- 
vinced  sinner's  distress,  iv.  7. 

—  restrains  the  powers  of  darknesa,  i. 
438. 

—  righteousness  of,  manifested  in  only 
possible  way  by  the  death  of  Christ, 
iv.  9.  188. 

—  searches  the  heart,  iu  269*  not  &s 
hidiffcrent  spectator,  271. 

T— separation  from  his  favour,  the  €«• 
sencc  of  misery,  iv.  258. 

—  scriptures  given  by  inqiiration  of,  iv. 
234. 

—  sovereignty  of,  i.  411. 

—  strengthcDS  the  raiod,  ii.  364. 
belief   in,  consistent  viith  use  of 

means,  iii.  187* 

—  sovereign  lo\e  of,  the  source  aC,  mcr- 
c]b  iv.  loa 

— -testimony  of,  to  Christ's  innoeencr, 
iv.  275. 

—  a  sun  and  a  shield,  vi.  353. 

—  threatenings  of,  affbrd  ground  and  ixmui 

r  repentance,  v.  252. 
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God»  the  Pufter  of  Mkffcn^  it.  SO. 

—  we  do  not  ferre  at  all  anlett  dedre  Co 
aerre  hin  wkoHjr,  i.  431. 

—  what  disting;uSihet   his  workf  from 
thoao  ofmcDy  It.  55. 

—  will  0^  our  aanetification,  it.  507. 

II  our  proper  elementy  iv.  93S. 

—  wisdom,  the  glory  of  his,  iv.  1S3. 

■      hn  opposKo  to  that  of  the  world, 
ii.  SSS. 
■■   ■    Been  fai  dkpoang  the  eircmnstaBoea 
of  hia  people  befiore  co&Tersion,  iii. 
916. 

—  worshippers  of,  approach  not  aa  aer- 

—  Taoti  bat  aa  children,  ir.  7. 

-^  works  ot,  the  minutest  bear  marks  of 

hb  wiadom,  hr.  195. 
-~  manifest  in  fleah,  title  of  Messiah,  ir. 

45.  04. 558. 
Godliness,  inefficacy  of  a  form  of,  it  577. 

—  the  great  mysterj  of,  L  458.  ir.  1. 
Goel,  primarjr  signifteatkm  of,  !▼.  458. 
(aolden  age,  whence  poets  derired  ideas 

of,  iT.  150. 
Goodness  of  God,  ii.  807. 
Good  works,  distinetion  between  nominal 

and  realyii.  S88. 
Gordon,  Lord  George,  Ti.  165. 
Gospel,  an  act  of  grace,  it.  340. 443.- 

—  i^ords  hope  to  Tilest,  iL  410. 

more  sobstantial  pleasure  thu  the 

amusements  of  life,  iL  134. 
— *  present  rest,  it  471. 
— —  future  rest,  ii.  473. 

—  assent  to  truth  of^  distinct  from  expe- 
rience, !▼.  88S 

—  awftil  punishment  of  neglecting,  ii. 
36.  359. 

—  becomes  effisetoal  by  faith,  iii.  31. 

—  breathea  the  spirit  of  its  author,  ir. 

369. 

—  briefly  described,  iii.  16. 

•-  can  only  be  understood  by  divine  rerc- 
lation,  iii.  19. 

—  cause  of  contempt  it  meets  with,  iv. 
15. 

—  character  and  genins  of,  as  taught  and 
exemplified  by  Christ,  iii.  15. 

—  chameter  of  those  from  whom  it  is 
hid,  ii,  389.  391. 

^  compored  to  cities  of  refiigc,  ii.  458. 
~  contempt  of,  a  national  on,  v.  987. 
*-  defload,  L  34a 

—  designed  to  free  Christ's  pecyle  from 
yoke  of  men.  It.  409. 

—*  to  i^ve  us  a  certainty  of  ncceptanee 
and  peryeferanoe,  i.  497. 

—  to  regulate  but  not  suppress  our 
'sdMbilHy,  ▼!.  865. 

—  destroys  erery  species  of  srlf-exalta- 
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Goapd,  diftrant  «ftsta  on  tboae  wl^ 
rqect  and  recciTe,  iv.  51. 

—  directioQa  for  preaching  aright,   rit 
401. 

—  a  dispensation  for  suincra^  L  499. 
-—  (Iisi)Iays  glory  of  free  grace,  iii.  95. 
-^  dirine  original  of,  iii.  18.  It.  980. 

—  divine  perfections  secured  by,  iT.  195. 

—  effects  produced  by  when  first  sent  to 
any  place,  i.  849. 

—  eftects  of  the  same  now  as  formeriy,  iii. 
69. 

—  future  eflfects  o^  more  blessed,  iv. 
135., 

—  endearing  view  in  which  God  is  made 
known  by,  i.  641. 

•«  essential  doctrinea  cif  hid.  down,  tj 
199. 

—  a  free  gift,  ii.  314. 

—  happy  efficacy  o^  when  applied  by 
the  Holy  Spirit,  ii.  18. 

—  import  of  the  word,  ir.  69.  330. 

—  importance  of  right  views  of,  iii.  995. 
-« inconsiitent  lives  of  professors  of,  a 

stumbling  block,  iv.  905.  996. 
-~  inspires  a  conciliatory  apirit,  iv.  508. 

—  the    only  true  maguaoimity,  iv. 
978. 

—  in  what  sense  entered,  that  sin  might 
abound,  iv  379.  / 

—  knowledge  and  eomloK  of,  attained 
by  lew  but  the  poor  and  aimple,  i.  641 . 

—  knowledge  of,  afibria  conaolataou  iu 
darkest  limes,  vi.  218. 

—  liable  to-be  turned  into  a  eovcnant  of 
works,  VL  177. 

«•  marks  whereby  to  distinguish  a  tnw 
and  false  preacher  of,  v.  181. 

—  mancllous  efficacy  of,  iv.  88.  369. 

—  may  be  slighted  but  not  annulled,  iv. 
494. 

—  a  mere  declaration  of  the  truths  of,  is 
not  preaching  it,  vL  399. 

—  message  of,  glad  tidings,  iv.  348. 

—  ministers  of,  authwizcd  to  comfint 
penitent  sinners,  iv.  10. 

—  miiiistei's  of,  culled  and  prepared  by 
Christ,  iv.  343. 

—  minisin ,  small  success  of,  ii.  359. 

—  the  subject  and  temper  of  tlio,  v. 
12". 

—  mysteries  of,  hid  from  many,  S.  369. 
381. 

•*  narrow  spread  of,  inscrutable,  iv.  3f»0. 

—  none  disappmntcd  who  make  experi- 
ment of,  iv.  351. 

—  objections  to  preaching  of,  conader- 
ed,  iL  510. 

—  oflfends  the  pride  of  man,  iv.  8?,  371. 

—  only  expedient  to  produce  new  cith- 
tioBy  iv.  4lO. 
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■ion,  iiL  I4i» 

iu.49. 
•i*  pmtalMCM^  tk«  «alj  rnk  Mid  biippjS 

iF.96. 

I .  irnTplrnr  trmtlii  ol^  why  ityled  mjsle. 

lioufy  hr.  473. 
«p.flm  of  Mifvtian  bj,  «m,u.  418. 
^-  prog;re«  U,  aiier  Mfftnana,  iv.  9M. 

vi*  purifying  power  of,  ir.  53.  89.    . 
w^TOMif0km  itneett    witli  finom  tkt 

worid  ilhutmied,  i.  448. 
■^iwreaM  in  iIm  perton  of  Chriit»  iii. 

20. 
»—  nlvnttoii  of,  appointed  lor  tboie  tiist 

are  ready  to  perath^  i.  559.  574. 
rr-  saToop  of  death  to  aome.  It.  d57. 
*»  aimilar  views  o^ontertainod  bj  all  be- 

lieTeriy  vi.  151. 
v^tmall  ioeeeaa  of,   ftrittiqai   t9  tnna 

ChiiiUaiui»ii.d60. 
iPf- ipread  0^  not  at  fint  ncoeaarily  ia- 

aUntancoaa  juod  univenal^  iv<  06% 
•ii- a  itandard  by  which  all  are  to  lie  tried, 
..▼ifSSO.    -   - 
w  aucocai  of,  owing  to  influence  of  "BtAj 

Spirit,  iii.  S13. 
m  siiperaedea  oeremonial  law,  iv.  6. 
«vonly  syatem  that  can  inapire  with 

peace  and  Ion.,  iv.  338. 
««f>  tmtha  of^  m  what  rMpeeta  perverted. 

It.  146. 
•-  tbe  be1icTer*s  good,  ii.  506. 
^—  the  only  way  of  aceesa  to  God,  ii.  540. 
«-f  understood  by  whom  alone,  it,  173, 
«—  what  it  teaches  in  bringing  salvation, 

iv.  407. 
««-what  the  preaching  of  implies,  vi. 

398. 
««-when  tndy  preached,  distinguished 

by  energy  and  power,  iv.  340. 
«—  why  nvt  received  by  rich  and  great, 

iv.  97. 
•^  will  universally  triumph,  iv.  366.  419. 

431. 
— -  wisdom  and  power  of  God,  iv.  338. 
V— works  by  such  means  as  show  the 

power  of  God,  ii.  5  J. 
«—  preachers,  sec  Christian  MiniKtcrs. 

—  Slate,  a  dispensation  of  light,  iv.  83. 

—  wor^p,  iu  what  itsgloi7  coiitUta, iT> 
37. 

GosPELLBii«,see  PuriUns. 
Grace  and  u-uth  cuuic  by  Christ,  iv.  46. 
33, 

—  causes  of  decline  in,  i.  393. 

'«—  comfort  in  being  under,  instead  of  the 

law,  i.  423. 
V—  contmunion  with  Go<l  in  means  of, 

important  part  of  blesacdneis,  i.  485. 
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ehriatiaD  and  aaotlMr,  iL  94. 
——between  belkvcn 
192. 

—  diatingukhing^ 
men,  ii.  373. 

—  «Bdglftaahoald  he 
Hi.  138. 

—  fimrakief  efeetacf  Ite  wetk  om  IIm 
heart,  iv.  140. 

—  grawtk  oi;  in  what  «OMiat%  L  aa7. 

—  iUnalrated  in  eonverni  off  hardeagd 
abnen^  Saul,  colonel  GardiDei!^  the 
author,  i.  8.  9. 

—  in  the  blade,  i.  191.  la  tiie  ew,  ITt. 
in  foil  com,  184. 

—  in  the  heart  will  rtgilate  the 
vL383. 

••->  invincible  rather  than 
564 

—  irresistible,  neeesalji  o^  iv.  337. 

—  Jesus  the  firantain  oC^  i.  997. 

^ life  Q<^  connected  whh  life  of  gtoiT,i«. 

466. 
— —  derived  from  Chriilf  t  Mnaa^  hi 

191. 

—  progress  oi^  oompand  t»  the  ^frowthL 
ii  com,  vL  331.  >  ^ 

•— riches  0^  uaaearehaUe,  iv,  79.  t6& 

338.  533.  563. 
-r-ahoukl  he  enlted  witk  eMtm»  a^. 

197. 

—  the  exercise  d^  depends  09  Clirintf a 
presence,  \i.  186. 

—  the  great  desirable  here,  i.  466. 

-^  to  be  estimated  not  from  appearances 
but  from  difiicolticatt  has  to  overcome? 
ii,  41. 

—  with  faith,  makes  loweit  atate  aup- 
poruble,  i.  460. 

—  work  of,  compared  to  a  buikliug,  and 
to  com,  i.  600, 

•>—  to  an  oak,  i,  141.  iL  605. 

■        to  the  lighting  a  fire,  ii.  9. 

Gravit}-,  desirableneia  of,  v.  438. 

Gray,  Mr.  remarks  on  his  elegy,  ri. 
334. 

Great  Britain,  rcfleetiona  on  the 
unhappy  disputes  between  and  Ame- 
rica,  i.  4C7.  ri.  383. 

—  not  inntrumental  in  propagating  the 
gORpel,  iv.  363. 

—  present  slate  of,  more  unlikely  once 
than  the  predicted  future  atate  of  the 
gospel,  iv.  431. 

.~  Iftrivilegcs  enjoyed  by,  v.  143. 
*~  aggravated  guilt  ol^  v.  145. 
Greek  church,  see  Church. 

—  language,  knowledge  a(  apviad  by 
Alexander,  iv.  33. 

Greeks  and  Romahs,  rhsrarUM  of, 
111.  7. 


—  Dcarlj  «|D«1  in  >U,  1 


■asatcvK**  jo^  under  afltelia 

33. 
Baoab.    Sae  9inh, 
Haccai,  ni™oii  of,  10  the  Jew^  i 
HaiI.vbi'«to>,  Mr.    Baa*  of, 

ctrniiiR  fiith,  eominendRl,  i.  3M 

tion  Mid  joMJfiutian,  li.  lit. 

HaMaNi  dtairi  at,  ptoridaitUIy  do- 
fenM,  i*.  43S. 

HahdbL,  nfleetionientkecmniemo- 
ntiaa  rf.lv.a.  11.18.90.  31.W.rt. 

'    105.  tlS.  131.  MO.  401.  457.581. 

ranoh  it  ilepenli  oo  the 


— Ood  Mcrebca  not  M  iidUbronl  ^Mi. 

■  >n  crdnSnt  put  of  GoA  gawMMMI 

■  prapuatiDn  of,  Ihnn  the  I«nl,lr.  T. 
•  Tite  IB  God'a  tifiht,  «.  STl. 
-  cwinot  be  too  jolou*  of  otr  ovn,  ii. 


-  moniUMi  oC  ignonnt  of  ehuaetcr  of 
God,  iv.  IM. 

r,  W.  SI. 


It.  I  Ifi. 
Iaviii,  pn&ec  of,  t 


Heart,  book'  of  the,  i 
—  change  of,  bj  whM 


1  poniUlilj  ut  Aar  mL 


-happincH  of;  ineoneeinhie,  11.474. 

-  what  it  oouiM  in,  ii.  474.  h.  ill.  4U. 
il.  378. 

-  I17  vbat  embleis*  Aadoved  lofth.  If . 


a.  is*. 


Heavy  laden  riuncn 
Hehm  Poetiy.     A 

—  mtit  haTa  oflni 
nifiutioo,  IT.  93. 

HsBRiw),  epiMle  to,  ■  ke]'  to  mMf 

paume*  of  Seri|>tara,  i>.  SSI. 
Hi  LL,  diBurcM  iigiiiecatiou  of,  tv,  Otj, 

—  paiiUimeut  of  etonal,  fi,  463. 4M. 

—  what  it  eonuti  in,  IT.  4M.  4U.  4H. 
HCHRV,  tlie  graat,  et  Fnaae,  rvflp*' 

tkwi  on  hia  ehaneter  aad  death,  L 
437. 

—  hii  reDection  on  hlahuth,  i.  U9, 
Ileren',  the  gmpel  inaaning  of.  Hi.  175. 
Hereiiei,  prapa|ttad  la  aponUe'i  dari, 

iii.36». 
Henxi  eaniiaeed  «f  CkW*  loDoaeiMak 

iT.  374. 
HkaoD  AcaiFFA,  omtM  Ufa rf,  jit. 
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mmm^  Ik  t^luA  light  Hbmf'mMT  be 

Tieiredy  i*  515. 
lltiiJMi  repHtedy  oftea  the  effeet  of  a 

weak,  and  fittle  mind,  W.  909. 
HsiBKXAV.aBinalaneeof  graeem  the 

car^-i.  181. 
High  Prieit,  Christ  oar  great,  it.  899. 
1     ■  arn^aiPtf^  with  all  our  nrrow^  li, 

SIS. 
HiitxMrj,  adTanti^  of  reriewing  our 

own,!.  6. 
— -  eeeleaiailieal,  a  ndanoholy  detail,  ii. 

66. 

—  of  Ivael  proves  hnman  depranty,  iii. 
9. 

—  of  mankind  innitraiasseriptnre  doe- 
trines,  iii.  7. 

Holiness,  in  sinners^  different  fton  that 
of  angeli^  ii  41. 

—  and  happiness  the  great  end  of  the 
gospel,  ill.  32. 

—  lore  anddeTotedness  to  God  eonatltate 
the  essenee  o^  ^i.  S47. 

—  and  peace  the  peouliar  charaeteriaties 
of  the  discf|4es  of  Jeans,  iL  65.  See 
Faith. 

HOLY  8PIBIT,  deity  o^  an  essential 

doctrine,  L  5S1. 
■  ■  II  aceuuapanies  the  word  with  energy, 

iT.  5sa 
'  — —  connaaes  of  sin,  ii.  444^ 

—  dependenee  on  hb  teaching  renders 
duty  easy,  i.  489. 

—  descent  of,  on  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
iii.  79.  iv.  336. 

—  fii*8t  work  of,  on  man's  heart,  iv.  S3i. 
-«  indwelling  of,  an  essential  doctrine  of 

gospel,  ▼.  201. 

—  influences  the  hearts  of  all  God's  chil- 
dren, i.  453.  471. 

-~>  office  of,  theelTect  of  Chruit's  media- 
tion, iv.  100.  141. 

—  offices  of,  ii.  444. 

—  produces  consolation,  faitli,  and  assu- 
rance, ii.  445. 

—  reveals  no  new  truths,  but  explains 
his  own  word,  i.  552. 

—  idn  against  him,  what,  iv.  246. 

—  tlic  only  sure  and  certain  guide  into 
all  tnith,  i.  621. 

—  teaching  o^  promised  to  believers,  vi. 

eo2. 

—  vital  and  experimental  knowledge 
derived  from  him  alone,  ii.  100. 

Home,  the  belie vcr**  in  lleaven,  vi.  109. 
Hope,  believer's  rests  not  od  frames  but 
p  on  word  of  God,  i.  161. 

—  glory  of  that  set  before  sinner*,  ii.  424. 

—  the  Christianas  the  Buma,  notwithstand- 
ing changes  in  experience,  vi.  4k 

Horace,  invititiou  of,  to  Maecenas,  i. 
433. 


HoRAOB,  liwUfid  iddTMi  o^  t»  Agii 
tus,  impious  and  idolatroos^  hut  kas 
ao  cxpressiTe  propriety  hi  tke  BMMtik 
of  a  belieTer,  tddrrssing  hinsaelf  t» 
G«d,  i.  434. 

House,  deacriptkni  of  abdievct^s,^  lOS. 

Human  events,  wider  tlie  dircetkm  o^ 
infinite  wisdom,  i.  4iOS. 

—  heart,  depravity  o^  L  4l05. 
Heart. 

—  infimsity,  maaifeiled  m  dig|it 
sioDS,  iiL  1S7. 

•«- nature,  eomiptioii  of,  i.  400.  69flL  59C 

6S7.  vt  906. 
——depravity  of^  a  fundameatal  doo- 

trine,  Iv.  448. 

—  systems,  altaehmcMt  Utf  ihe  eliief 
eause  of  disputes  anMNigChffiiliBDs,  iw, 
195. 

Humanity  in  fidlen  man,  refleetnu  o^ 

iT.94l. 
Hum  ANUS,  character  el,  t  348. 
Humiliation,  a  spirit  of,  tha  strength  of 

our  profesnon,  L  416. 
-^  what  pnMnoteaity  and  whit  are  its  ef. 

fects,  i.  416. 
— 'eaoses  of,  will  neTer  be  waotiog^  i. 

410. 

—  an  evidence  of  christian  teBiper»  i. 
498. 

-^  the  guard  of  all  other  graees^  i.  <&5S. 
>—  happy  efSoctM  ot,  n.  49. 

—  and  love,  the  highest  attainments,  iL 
62. 

—  cannot  bevalned  too  highly,  ii.  154w 

—  necessary  to  understand  the  scriptuirs, 
ii.  327. 

—  an  attribute  of  magnanimity,  ir.  181. 
HusHAi's  advice  to  Absalom,  ir.  431.  | 
Hymn  of  thanksgiving  for  king's  recove- 


rv,  V.  246. 


Hypocrisy,  fear  of,  s  sign  of  sincerity,  v. 
514. 

I  and  J. 

Jacob,  opulence  of,  iv.  150. 

Jailor  at  Fhilippi  converted  by  Sr. 

Paul,  i.  544.  iii.  133. 
St.  James,  and  St.    Paul,  apparent 

difference  between  rcconaled,  iL  551. 

555. 
James,  the  son  of  Zebedee,  slain  by 

Herod,  iii.  109. 
Jasok    accused    before  .Thessalonian 

magistrates  for  hsrbouring  the  aims- 

tles,  iii.  136. 
Idolatry,    folly  and  universality  of,  ii. 

263. 

—  early  prevalence  of,  iv.  64. 

—  effects  of,  on  heathen  morality,  i.  91. 

—  a  bosom  sin,  vii.  61. 
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UohHry,  pffoftwwg  AriHitM  guilty  U,n. 

-— proneiMMi  to,  and  cantioiit  aguDrty  Ti. 
.  46.  IflS   137. 

—  on  what  luppoaition   irarranted  by 
New  Teitamcnt,  iv.  108.  304. 

Idol  ihephard^  worldly    mmistera   ao 

eaUed,  ir.  163. 
JsHovAH   and  Adomai,   diitinetiao 

between,  ir.  44. 
JsNK^f  DeroCioni  reeommended,  i.  133. 
JsNYMt,  SoAMK^extraetfrom^W.SSl. 
Jk  RE  MI  AH,  propbetie  de«laratiooB  on 

auoeen  of  Cbaldeans   i^iplieabie   to 

Cbriat,  it.  Sfi3. 
Jkricho,  walls  of,  thrown  down  by 

trumpets  of  Joshoa,  iL  53. 
Jkausalb^,  aoeount  of  the  ehnrch  of, 

iii.  2512. 
-r  an  emblem  of  the  ehnrch,  it.  13a 
— -  dreadlhl  destmetion  of  by  Titna,  iiL 

198.  IT.  srSw 
JESUS  CHRIST  able  to  sare  to  the  otp 

tcrmoit,  vi.  147. 
— •  a  eompleta  atonement  far  an,  It. 

0.  10.  237. 

—  affords  a  balm  for  every  wound,  it.  IS. 
•—  agency  uf  the  Holy  Spirit,  effcet  of 

tlie  mediation  of,  iv.  100. 141. 

—  agony  of  in  the  gsird:  ii,  shows  his  snf- 
ieringsa  proper  atonement  for  sin,  !▼. 

—  agonies  and  death  of,  ncecssary  to 
display  the  evil  of  liii,  iv.  194.  212. 

•—  all  in  all  in  thu  iduner's  salvation,  vi. 

—  all-sufficient  source  of  consolation,  ir. 
13.  m, 

—  always  nciir  to,  end  present  with,  his 
people,  vi.  119.  i*lHI. 

—  appearance  of,  cuulrary  to  homan  cx- 
pevtittiou,  iii.  4J. 

—  asconiion  of,  i*.  C92.  31*.  326. 

—  ktoticinciit  of,  licUvci's  UiO  believer 
fi-i)hi  giiilt,  iv.  i^OHi 

— —  efneacy  of,  iiiconcelv«ble  without  a 
belief  of  his  umnipoleuce,  ii.  10. 

■  coiild  uuly  really  be  made  by  him, 
iv.  18G. 

—  authority  of,  ii.  44.*G. 

—  believer  complete  in,  vi.  45. 

—  benefits  Muu  ctficacy  of  hi 9  redemp- 
tion, i.  41.). 

—  bonellts  of  the  death  of,  ever  present 
to  ihc  eye  of  tVutli,  iv.  2,*C. 

-~  bl«.-s»ii)c*  he  Lcbtows,  ii.  42(1. 

—  Iilooil  411,  coiistntiits  10  ubt-ui'.-nco,  iv. 
1(K).  2o8.  2CS. 

■  no  melody  coniparuhlc  to  the  voice 
of  his,  iv.  J. 

-*—  had  a  reti-ospcctive  cfKcavy,  ir.  8. 


JESUS  CHRIST,  Mood  U,  of  pcrpeta' 

al  efficacy,  iv.  545. 

—  bodily  sufferings  of,  liglit  in  eompari* 
son  to  the  agonies  of  ids  soul.  It.  224. 

—  born  of  a  Tirgin,  why,  iv.  69. 

— -  brings  life  and  immortality  to  light. 
It.  lOa 

—  character  of,  a  proof  of  divine  origin 
of  the  gospel,  iii.  48.  ir.  280. 

».  charaeters  of,  Ji.  349. 
.«—  our  advoeate,  vi.  66. 

—  bridegroom  and  hnslMUul,  it.  286. 
294. 

...^  brightness  of  Us  Fstther^t  glory,  ir. 
298. 

■  eoonsellor,  ir.  107. 

«..—  everiastlng  Father,  It.  109. 

God,  ii.  280.  ir.  46.  237. 

I        Imraanuel,  iv.  60. 
— ..^  Kfaig,  It.  132. 
^—  King  of  glory,  iv.  296. 

—  King  of  kfikgs,  IT.  425. 
«^—  Lord,  ii.  427.  It.  120. 

— ^.  Lord  God  omnipotent,  ir.  402. 
Lord  of  Hosts,  it.  294. 

—  Lamb  of  God,  It.  186. 
-.-.  light  of  the  Gentiles,  it.  53. 
Man,  ii.  281. 

—  eh nractcr  of  man  of  sotrows,  tL  206. 
— —  Mediator,  ii.  282. 

■  mcssi'ngcr  of  the  eoroBant,  It.  4j. 
— ^  Messiah,  ii.  341. 

mighty  God,  ir.  108. 

—  Only  wise  God,  It.  561. 

—  vwvToxpaTop,  IT.  561. 
— »>  prince  of  pcaee,  it.  109. 
-^—  a  Saviour,  ir.  120.  134. 

Shepherd,   ri.  52.  ii.  421.   ir.  158. 

230.  234.  300. 

—  Son  of  Co«l,  It.  201. 

— »  Sun  of  Righteousness,  ir.  164. 
-^—  the  war,  the  truth,  and  tlie  life, 
iv.  233.  23r. 

■  wonderful,  it,  107. 

—  woni  of  (iod,  iT.  426. 

— -—  captnin  of  our  salTatkm,  It.  535. 

—  fhastiscmrnt  of  onr  peace,  how  laid 
'  upon  liim,  ir.  225. 

—  eliipf  fi^ory  of,  that  he  reigns  ki  hearts 
of  liis  iH.>oplc,  iv.  409. 

—  rlHimnl  pcfriiliar  characters  and  at- 
trilmtos  of  Ueily,  iii.  23. 

—  romp.i!*ed  to  the  sun,  n.  289.  353. 

■  a  sliqdicnl,  it.  150. 

■  a  »hii'h1,  VI.  353. 

—  compr.Fbion  of,  fur  Iiis  people,  ii.  20l 

—  ron(1«'\c»  iisio:i   of,  in  noticing  sinlbl 
men,  ii.  •V24.  iv.  319. 

—  cfniferencc'  of,  Milh  Nil 
2US. 

i  —  consolation  of  his 


hr.  8. 
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WOEX. 


IT. 


ewUUi  Mimtn  t»  du 


villi  tte 

voridf  i¥«  MO* 

MQttndninf  inflnenee  o^  vi.  fli. 
Jfa^Uwa  JivfaiA  BMliMtfaaMk  hr.  SSOu 
endearing  pointt  of  Tien,  K.  88. 

lU. 

—  fabdiM»««r  onmitj  to  Ctod*  W.  74. 
-•nMified»aii  Um  IraMBra  of  viadooi 
hidden  in»  !▼.  IMl 

.  dAshet  hii  enemis  to  pieoea  m  *  pot^ 
lOT^  vMMl»  Ir.  306. 

•  death  oi;  fv  tuners  Hm  sroiteit  von. 
der  ererexUhitodf  W.  863. 

-^  cihiUtod  the  nghtoMmM  of  God 

in  onlj  poMiUe  tray,  iv.  9. 

.  deKy  of,  eaMDtkl  doctrine  of  goipelt 

▼.  198.  It.  aoi. 

^—  bdkf  of  hi%  neeeiMiy  to  laUa- 

tioa,  L  S81. 

—  neoeanrj  to  render  the  leriptiiret 
iutciUyhlet  iv.  45. 

—  hid  from  eamal  men,  ii.  378L 

—  deity,  proofii  o^  L  466.i.  6.  419.  vi. 
438. 

—  con^etion  of  ain  only,  ean  over- 
come reatoniug  objectious  agaiutt,  ii. 
10. 

>  depth  of  hi*  hnmiliatioo,  ii.  10. 

•  deiided  upon  the  oross,  iv.  84*2. 

•  detign  of  hit  appearance,  ii.  283. 

•  despiaed  and  rejected  of  men,  iw.  19S. 

•  dignity  and  diitrrss  of,  when  aufTeriiig, 
hut  little  known,  i.  435.  ii.  416. 

•  diitinetion  between  Jew  and  Gentile 
abolished  in.  It.  135. 

•  divine  nature  of,  afforded  no  aensible 
eomlbrt  under  hia  agony,  ir.  851. 

•  doctrine  of,  exciteil  opposition,  iii.  41. 

•  dwells  in  hearts  of  hia  people,  iv.  36. 

—  in  the  humble  apiri^  iv.  300. 

•  effects  of  the  appearance  of,  iv.  81. 
141.  186. 

—  of  his  humiUation,  iv.  25.  47.  200. 

—  enables  hia  diaciplea  tu  be  holy,iv.  178. 

•  entitled  to  the  luoet  solcnm  adoration, 
iv.  315.  566. 

entrance  off  into  Jerusalem,  iv.  127. 

—  equal  with  God,  iv.  2.J7. 

>  establiahea  a  new  and  spiritual  king- 
dom,  iv.  77. 

exaJiAiion  of,  iv.  65.  899.  317.  381. 


JUUSG«BUIT» 

inga  reeommended  to  the  hcilkinn'g 
inutotion,  W.  914. 
•— ezeitet  to  diAnne 
5001 

—  exedleMj  of 
340. 

—  every  kind  of  exeelkMt  hia  indnUta- 
bte  right,  tv.  ifil. 

•*  ciemplified  hk  own  praoq^ir.  36ft. 
—>  wtontrfhiaipiwtonltiiyWiiiWi4tt> 
-^  iUed  tke  ie»ond  toapte  vilb  i^orjr, 

W.3i. 
•»  ftntappenranee  o^  on  earth,  iv.  S4. 

—  flockof«invhataeiMelinleed%gattd% 
htiK  and  iMtorea  thnsv  iv.  ISIl 

»  fiiUowerao^  why  UalmHadinte  elw- 

aen  from  the  knraal  UnllMSMr.  93. 
•»  Ibrerunner  of  hb  people,  iv-  SW. 

—  fiilflUed  andafaroi^ted  thAlMr,is.4#. 

—  8^  of,  manifesto  goodneai^  JMliM^ 
and  aeverity  of  God,  it  307. 

■  »  '■  cvilofain,ii.3ia. 

worth  of  aool,  il  311. 

ecttauv^ofgoqielpincrmli^ 

tion,  ii.  313. 
— ^^  wiU  not  pn^al,  iL  314. 

—  giory  of,  aeen  more  in  redeemii^  • 
ainner  thftn  in  preaerving  1000  T>»CBht 
ii.  81. 

— -  gloiy  and  love  oi,  HUiit  be  9&tm  to 
participate  in  hia  image,  ii.  194. 

—-God  manifeat  m  the  flcah,  iv.  43.  SST. 
872. 

—  goapel  of,  a  dlapeoaadoD  for  annei^ 
i.  423. 

—  grace  and  truth  came  by,  iv.  46.  82. 

—  grace  of,  iiTe8istiblyefiioacioaa,iv.  328. 

—  grieved  with  wickedoeaa  and  obduracy 
of  siimers,  iv.  208. 

—  the  ground  of  agreement  between 
God  and  man,  iv.  506. 

—  the  great  temple,  iv.  578. 

^  glory  of;  veiled  when  ou  earth,  iii.  81 , 

—  head  of  the  church,  the  living  and 
life<f;iving,  iv.  406. 

—  heart  of  unaearchable,  i  602. 

—  higli  priest  and  intereeaaor,  iv.  899. 

—  holiness  and  peace,  characteiiie  dis- 
ciples of,  ii.  65. 

—  the  holy  one  of  Israel,  iv.  336. 

-—  honour  which  bclievera  derive  from 
hia  exaltation,  iv.  318.  325. 

—  human  nature  of,  the  temple  of  God, 
iv.  455. 

—  indisaolubly  united  with  the  divine, 
iv.  64. 

—  humiliation  of,  iv.  85. 46. 189.  80O. 

—  idea  of,  should  be  formed  from  aerip- 
ture,  vi.  399 

—  incarnation  of,  iv.  105.  311. 
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feAVS  CHRISr,  aeuBuitkm  o^  why 

deferred,  iii.  6. 

—  ImmnnucI,  God  with  us,  ir.  59. 

— « indirdling  of,  in  hia  people,  it.  333. 
*—  innoeeoce  of,  vindicated,  iv.  270. 
«— —  united  tesdmonieii  of,  it.  S75. 

—  invites  the  v'ear>'  and  heavy  laden,  iv. 
165. 

—  jadgc  of  world,  ii.  4S2. 

—  justly  eaDed  desire  of  all  nations,  iv.  34» 
.— ■  in  what  sense  his  coming  not  restrain- 
ed to  a  particular  time,  iv.  51. 

—  kingdom  uf,  misunderstood  by  Jews, 
...   .  ■ 

m.  4i 

—  of,  not  of  this  world,  iv.  138.  374. 

■     fidfilmcot  of  prophecies  eoneeming 
the  progressive,  iv.  359. 
-—  knew  Ihe  heart  of  raan,  iv.  341 . 

—  knowledge  o^  comjiarcd  to  Ithuriel^s 
spear,  ii.  18. 

—  his  love  constrains  as  to  devote  onr- 
sclvca  to  him,  i.  450.  vi.  507. 

T-  cvoT}-  thing  hut  loss  in  comparison  of 

the  knowledge  of,  iv.  208. 220. 
— »-  how  hest  obtained,  iv.  318. 

—  led  captivity  captive,  iv.  327. 

—  life,  &e.  valuable  if  improved  for  him, 
i.4G0. 

^-  life  of  grace  is  derived  from  hit  fid- 
nc8s,iv.  189.211.  235. 

—  a  light  to  the  Apostles,  iv.  96. 

•—  love  and  humility  highest  attainments 

in  sehool  o^  ii.  68. 
*-lovc  of,attaches  believers  to^him,iv.268. 
I        our  highest,  beneath  our  obligations, 

ii.  224. 

—  love  of,  towards  us,  directed  by  infi- 
nite wisilom,.]L  182.  351. 

—  should  be  our  ooii stunt  theme,  i. 
407.  ii.  597. 

•—  source  of  believer's  joy  and  obedi- 
ence, i.  409. 

—  lowliness  of,  iv.  172. 

—  magnanimity  of,  perfect,  iv.  21  ft, 

—^  marvellous  in  his  prf>vi(Ience,  iv.  403. 

—  mediation,  tlic  gi*ctit  iinal  cause  of  his, 
iv.  332. 

—  mediatorial  kingrlom  of,  will  liavc  an 
end,  iv.  579. 

—  medium  of,  communication  of  light 
and  love  to  lus  people,  iv.  580. 

—  meekness  of,  iv.  180. 

—  meetness  of,  to  expiate  our  sins,  what 
constituted,  iv.  270. 

-»  miracles  c^  undeniable,  iv.  455. 

«<— —  ascribed  to  jReelzcbub,  iv.  246. 

•—  mistake  of  the  .lews  conceruang  the 
place  of  his  birth,  iv.  202. 

— -  sole  lord  of  conscience,  vi.  229. 

-~  mistaken  notion  of  the  Jews  concern- 
ing, iv.  S6. 

Vol.  VI.  4  K 


JESUS  GHB18T,  wsui  be  €kd  k^dcr 

to  redeem  sinners,  ii.  342. 

—  name  of,  written  Upon  hb  TOtlurp 
and  thi^^h,  iv.  426. 

—  necessity  of  entire  dependence  onj  It 
470. 

— —  entire  trust  in  him,  ii.  224.  S31. 

—  no  sorrow  like  to  his,  iv.  260. 

—  noue  can  say  Lord  hat  by  the  Hoi/ 
Ghost,  i.  458. 

•^  obedience  and  suflferings  of,  imputed 
to  Iwlicvcrs,  iv.  286. 

—  obedience  of,  unto  death*  diseoven 
way  of  rcoonciliatioB  with  God,  iv. 
100. 

—  the  object  of  divine  worship  in  th# 
primitive  church,  vi.  393. 

—  offices  of,  ii.  344. 

■  ■      prove  his  deity,  ii.  481. 
— •  on  coming  to,  iL  458. 
— 'Oidy  founder  of  a  religioa  uneonnect* 
ed  with  human  policy,  iv.  881. 

—  only  way  of  access  to  God,  iv.  506. 

—  opposition  he  met  with,  true  ground 
of,  iii.  34. 

—  opposition  to,  groundlen  and  unrea- 
sonable, iv.  374. 

■     vain,  ineffectual,  and  minoas,  it. 
377. 

—  our  knowledge  of,  exceedinf^y  i maO, 
ii.  417. 

—  person  of,  ii.  279. 

—  and  sufferings  o^  show  miscrf  0^ 
rann,  and  means  of  iHicovery,  iii.  88. 

—  plivsician,  the  great  and  inlkUible,  ii. 
167'.  182. 

—  poliiicsil  events  subserve  the  establish-* 
roent  of  hJs  kingdom,  iv.  22.  367.  404< 
412.  430. 

—  possesscil  of  the  incomnunieaUe  at* 
ti-ibutes  of  Deity,  iv.  151. 

—  povertv  of,  Imt  little  laid  to  heart,  vS. 
402. 

—  power  of,  should  inspire  us  with  eon« 
fnlcnce,  iv.  4.'»2. 

—  poverty  iinil  humiliation  of,  why  he 
Hplicuvd  ill  such  a  state,  iv.  181. 188. 
20fi. 

—  predictions  of,  ii.  381. 

—  predicted  Iiis  ouii  suferingi^  ir.  807. 
212. 

—  prefigured  by  sacrifices  of  the  law,  ir. 
6. 

-.-prejudices  agninst,  not  pecolitr  fo 
Jews.  iv.  189. 

—  ])resenee  of,  continually  nceetiary,  i. 
599. 

-^—  renders  his  people  happy^  tL  lOf . 
— ^x-  renders  uU  situations  alikfl^  ^i  #M* 

—  the  present  and   future  rMt^, 
licvers,  ii.  469. 

-«  present  still  in  Id*  ahmb^  b* 
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HSVS  CHRIST,  pretuiuig  intereet-l 
Bon  a(^  IT.  5S7 

—  priestly  ofliee  of,  ii.  347. 
-—  promiies  <rf^  ii.  331. 

— •  prophetical  office  of,  iL  3i5. 

—  propQMd  to  oar  first  parents  in  what 
respect,  it.  8. 

— 'questkxis  of^  to  Peter,  ii.  65. 

—  received  gifts  for  the  rchellious,  iv. 
3di. 

— -  reception  of  his  gospel  bj  the  irorld, 

iUastrated,  L  448. 
-^  regal  office  o^  ii.  348. 
'—  reigns  on  a  throne  of  grace,  ir.  405. 

—  represents  his  people,  iv.  S99. 

•*—  his  reproofs  excited  opposition,  ilL  48. 

—  resemUes  the  sun,  vi  889. 

-^  resistance,  why  he  permits,  iv.  428. 
••^  resurrection,  important  consequences 

of  the,  i?.  457. 
—•  resurrection  oltp  the  pledge  and  pai- 

—  tern  of  ours,  iv.  390. 

-*—  tlie  grand  foundation  of  the  tmth 
of  Christianitv,  iv.  883. 

—  the  resurrection  of  the  dead,  iv.  464. 

—  retains  his  human  nature  till  the  res- 
titutkm  of  all  thiugs,  iv.  300. 

-^  riches  of  his  grace  inexhaustible,  ii. 

195. 
— —  the  grace  of  unsearchable,  iv.  78. 

163.388. 
-*  rig^teoosncss  o^  our  all  in  all,  i.  400. 
-^  roles  his  enemies  with  a  rod  of  iron, 

iv.  398. 
■■     ■  tin  his  enemies  are  subdued,  iv.  359. 
■  ■      the  kingdoms  of  providence  and 

j;race,iL  90, 
•^  salvation  of  sinners  his  great  design, 

iv.818. 
-^  scriptural  images  of,  i.  559. 

—  scriptural  dependance  on,  how  dis- 
tinguished, vi.  41. 

— •  scripture  precedents  of  praying  to, 

iv.  579. 
•^  scripture  testimony  to,  ii.  340. 

—  sense  of  our  obligations  to,  may  recon- 
cile to  continuance  here,  i.  407. 

-—  sentiments  of,  will    determine    our 

eternal  state,  iv.  SO. 
— >  separated  for  a  season  from  presence 

and  communion  of  Go<l,  iv.  i2'i4. 

—  service  of,  easy  and  ])IeMS:int,  ii.  491. 
-—severity-  with  which  lie  treated  tlie 

Pharisees,  iv.  JO'i. 
•  sliakes  tlie  heaven  and  earth,  in  what 

sense,  iv.  33. 
— *.  shepherd  of  his  people,  and  theitfore 

Jehovah,  i.  457. 
-^  shows  the  evil  of  sin,  iv.  838. 
•^tan  charged  npon  him  as  out  surctvav. 


JBSUS  CRKIST,  sinnexs  tee  pavteniM 

without  exception,  for  the  si^  ot,  it. 
507. 

—  the  source  of  Uglht  to  the  moral  and 
spiritual  worM,  iv.  81.  84. 194. 

—  sUte  of  the  worid  at  his  advent.  It. 
19. 

—  strong  and  mighty  in  battle,  iv.  895. 

—  sufferings  of^  vi.  85. 

—  from  men  lig^t  in  comparison  of 
what  he  soffered  from  his  Father,  tL 
813. 

-^—  afford  ground  to  glory  in  trihaIation» 

iv.  883. 
— i^  voluntaiy,  iv.  909.  817. 135. 

—  sufficiency  of,  i.  404.  418L  498.  686. 
641.  iL  95.  fcc. 

—  s}'mpathy  of,  with  his  people,  L  475. 

—  St}  les  himself  in  a  peeidiar  senae,  tbe 
arm  of  God,  the  resurreetioD  and  Ae 
tife,  iv.  801. 

—  tauglit  Ids  <fooifAes  gradually,  iiL  17. 

—  teaclies  the  most  important  thingiL  iv. 
177. 

—  tendency  of  the  oonstndning  love  ol^ 
i.  421. 

—  testified  o^  by  prophet^  iL  331. 

—  tlie  great  teacher,  who  gives  eap«ci^ 
to  learn,  iv.  176. 

—  the  true  ark,  iv.  385. 

—  title  of  son  c^  David  appropriate  ti^ 
iv.  36. 

—  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angeb, 
iv.  800. 

—  trains  up  his  people  by  various  exer- 
cises, iv.  534. 

—  transfiguration  of,  iv.  890. 

—  twofold  nature  of,  ii.  340. 

—  types  of,  ii.  332. 

—  revealed  and  at  the  same  time  eon- 
ceale<l  liim,  iv.  9. 

—  united  really  though  mystically  to  his 
people,  iv.  85. 837. 

—  unpitied  and  without  comforter,  h. 
255. 

-~  hi  what  sense  filled  the  temple  with 
his  gloi*}',  iv.  36. 

—  what  especially  endears  him  tp  the 
sold,  i.  415. 

—  what  it  is  lo  come  to,  iv.  168. 

—  why  called  the  desire  of  all  nation^ 
iv.  32.  46. 

—  why  liis  appearance  was  suddea  to  the 
Jews,  iv.  47. 

—  why  iiec4:ssary  that  he  should  appear 
in  our  nature,  iv.  57. 

—  work  of^  in  the  heart,  compared  ta 
corn  and  to  a  building,  i.  599. 

— —  to  an  oak,  i.  604.  it  I41. 
^—  to  the  ligliting  of  a  fire,  ii.  9. 

—  works  of,  necessarily  suppose  a  divine 
power,  ii.  431.  ^ 
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JfiSUS  CHRIST,  wonhip  (4  ultimately  Iniciuihility,  Wow  BanUieited,  ii.  S«S.  8tt5. 
'  referred  to  him  who  litteth  on  tlie  Ihitanccs,  m  which  the  creature  is  uied 


throne,  iv.  579. 

—  worshipped  bj  angels,  W.  309, 
•"  yoke  of,  sermon  on,  ii.  480. 

-«— -  agreeable  to  inclination  of  the  bc- 
lierer,  ii.  494. 

easT,iT.  175.  182. 

-•-  our  advocate,  a  comfortable  declara- 
tion, Ti.  66. 

—  fimntain  of  grace,  i.  397. 

Jewish  ceeonomj,  striking  prcdictioD  of 

the  destmetion  of,  iv.  35. 
JeuB  overwhelmed  with  grots  darkness, 

y\.  380. 

—  demoDiCrate  the  truth  of  scripture,  it. 
35. 

Ignatius  condemned  to  the  wild  beasts 

hy  Trajan,  iU.  901. 
Ignorance,  in  itself  sinful,  i.  543. 

—  and  goflt  reciprocanj'  connected,  ii. 
346. 

—  causes  of,  ii.  393. 

—  the  heat  mode  of  removing,  vi.  282. 
Ignorant,  address  to  the,  ii.  411. 
lUuminatkNi,  on  gradiud  increase  of,  i. 

290. 

Image  of  God,  totally  lost  by  sin,  i.  540. 

Imaginatipn,  capable  of  making  lu  incon- 
ceivably happy  or  miserable,  i.  480. 

—  a  cultivated,  what  it  commonly  means, 
L481. 

—  strictly  speaking,  not  a  spiritual  facul- 
ty, i.  492. 

Im  M  A  iru  B  L,  a  title  of  the  Messiah,  iv.  60. 
Imperfection,  primitive  Christians  not 

wholly  free  firom,  iii.  258. 
Imputed  righteousness,  doctrine  of,  iv. 

286. 
Thdependent,  title  of,  more  justly  appli- 
cable to  ministers  of  establijdiment  than 

any  others,  v.  46. 
JifDEPBN DENTS,    admit    usages    of 

which  no  trace  appears  in  insjkired 

account  of  primitive  churches,  v.  37. 
Indolence  highly  sinful  and  injurious,  vi 

299. 
f ndwelling  nn,  an  active  powerful  canae, 

i.  658. 

author's  conflict  with,  vi.  21,  52.  58. 

— —  effects  of,  must  be  felt,  vi.  43. 
Infants,  consoGng  consklcratioos  under 

loss  of,  vi.  182. 
•>-  prolMbly  constitute  the  multitude  be- 

foi-e  the  throne,  vi.  183. 
Infidelity  congenial  to  human  nature,  y. 

285. 
Ingratitude,  pTDOf  of  depravity^  ii.  266. 
Inoculation,  arguments  for  and  against, 

u.  129. 
iHsensibility  of  man,  proof  of  depnivitr, 

11263. 


contrary  to  design  of  tiie  Creator,  i. 
306. 
Inspiration,  the  quettion  eoneerning^  ii. 
242. 

—  black,  or  the  influence  of  the  e^il 
spirits,  i.  454.  472. 

Intercession  for,  best  proof  of  lore  fp 
friends,  vi.  53. 

—  of  believers,  valuable  privilege,  vi.  62. 
Introductoiy  obeerratloas  to  autlior*s  nar* 

rative,  i.  5. 
Inward  witness  of  faith,  letter  on  the,  i 

155. 
Job's  faith  and  expectation,  iv.  437. 

—  recollection  of  former  state,  iv.  266. 

—  greatness  of  his  trials,  iv.  511. 
Jokadab's  answer  to  Amnon,  how  to 

be  improved,  iv.  262L 
Joseph  us  referred  to,ii.  292. 

John  Baptist,  harbinger  of  Messiah, 
i.  5.  24. 43.  82. 

—  reflections  on  his  death,  iy.  84. 
John  and  Pbteb  heal  a  lame  man,  iii, 

81. 

—  imprisoned,  iii.  82. 

—  banished  to  Patmof  probably  by  Do- 
mitian,  iii.  199. 

—  behaviour  of,  when  dismissed  fitnn 
Jewish  council,  iv,  279. 

Jones,  Mr.  his  << Catholic  Doetrine  of 
the  Trinity^  commended,  it  11. 

Jo)','<he  sure  grounds  of  the  ChristiBB% 
V.  517. 

—  manner  in  wldch  dioald  be  manifest- 
ed, T.  518. 

Jos  E  p  H,  reflections  on  history  o^  iy.  384. 
Joshua  the  high  priest,  iv.  535. 
Isaiah,  why  styled  a  fifth  Evangelist^ 
iv.  9. 

—  distinguished  by  magnificent  image- 
rty  iv.  16. 

Isaiah,  xxx.  1.  explanation  of,  vl.  188. 

ISEABL,  aflHctions  of,  in  Egypt,  pre- 
pared them  to  reedre  Mowsf  met- 
Kige  with  pleasure,  vi.  283. 

—  conduct  of,  hefore  and  after  the 
captivity,  iii.  10,  11. 

—  history  of  proves  haman  depravity, 
iH.  9. 

—  a  suitable  rcprcseututiun  of  our 
own,  T.  279. 

—  rdigious  estaWishment  o(  by  what 
figured,  iv.  35. ' 

Israelites,  refloetiolM  OB  God*s  feed- 
ing them  with  nuuiD%  i.  47S.  See  PhB- 
roah. 

Judaixing  ChriitiaBS^ 
tedby,iiL  188. 

JvDAtthe  Tskoi^ 
rpeetin  his 
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.« tcidiDOny  to  ChrittTs  ioDOcence,  ir. 

Jodgment  and  pracdee,  humbling  dif- 
ference between,  i.  39S.  412. 

Jodgmeut  Moder  Chriit^s  authority,  ii. 
434. 

•^  day  ofV  *U  human  tilings  ihould  be 
estimated  now  by  the  light  In  which 
tht'y  will  then  ap^K-'ar,  i.  434. 

Ju  p IT  ER  as  dcseribed  by  Homer,  it.  79. 

Justice  of  God  manifested  in  gift  of 
Chri8^  ii.  308. 

■         seen  in  cross  of  Christ,  ii.  441- 

jostificatioQ  before  God  is  by  faith  alone, 
il556. 

»—  doctrine  of,  explained,  it.  S87. 

-»—  importance  of.  It.  523. 

-^— >  oflcjd  misunderstood  and  abused,  ir. 
526. 


•«-  inseparably  eonnected  with  regenerfi- 1     taon,  i.  318. 


Last  day,  empilHrfkilly  the  diq^  oT  iie 

Lord,  iT.  52. 

—  reflections  oii,  iv.  398.  4?08. 

-—  how  consideration  of,  iboald  cflTectvu, 

iv.  478. 
L::tter  or  last  days,  what  thej  deooiie  ito 

the  prophetic  style,  iv.  444. 
Law,  Mr.  cliaracter  of,  ti.  247. 
— -  defects  in  his  srstero,  vi.  947. 
»-  sentiments  of,  referred  to»  ti.  905. 

—  system,  uncomforiablencnrs  of,  ti.  849L 
Law,  on  the  rij^it  use  of,  i.  310.  317. 

-*  seriptural  signification  of  the  term,  i, 
310. 

—  ignorance  of  nature  of,  thegmnd  root 
of  error,  i.  310. 

—  its  extent  and  reqniremenlB,  ii.  ST9. 

—  purposes  for  whidi  giTciip    ir.  46.  i. 
313. 

—  lawfiilh-  used  as  a  meftfui  of  eoiiTie- 


lion  and  lauetification,  vL  244. 
Justus  and  Silas  accompany   Paal 
lUkd  BanuJMi  to  Antioch,  iii.  126. 


R. 


explained,  note,  iii.  10. 
KiiigfM  tide  of  Mcssiali,  it.  132. 

—  «ff:lory,iT.  296. 

—  of  kings,  iv.  133. 
King*8  recovery,  sermon  on,  v.  225. 
Kings,  eastern,  usually  sent  harbingers 

before,  iv.  18. 

—  arrogant  style  of,  iv.  125. 

—  of  the  cailh,  designs  of,  subservient  to 
(;ofr8  will,  iv.  22. 

Kingdom  of  God,  ii.  98. 

—  heaven,  what  it  signifies,  iv.  S?. 
Kuow1e<lge,  uc^iuired  and  experimental, 

diifcrcncc  between,  i.  .sys.  410. 

—  of  God  the  only  projKT  ground  of 
glory  and  joy,  i.  4i25. 

.—  the  pufAiiil  of  every  branch  of,  not 
connected  nith  the  one  thing  needful, 
ridiculous,  ii.  G9. 

.—  vital  anil  experimental,  can  only  be 
received  from  the  Holy  Spirit,  ii.  100. 

>~-  faUoly  BO  cuUe<I,  -uhat,  iv.  145. 

—  incflicacy  of,  \.  iii 9. 

—  of  (iodf  m)uil  is,  iii.  438. 

—  of  Christ,  privileges  annexed  to  the, 
vi.  7i. 

'—  snares  uf,  i.  115. 


L. 


l^abounrg  and  heavy  laden  sinners  des- 
cribed, ii.  448. 

I^mb  of  Go<l,  the  great  atonement,  it. 
184.  1^7.  ^ 


*-  a  glass  !•  behold  God*s  g^ory,  i.  5ft. 

—  a  rule  to  regulate  our  spirits,  i.  319. 

—  a  test  to  judge  of  the  exercise  ^ 
grace,  i.  319. 

-—  proraulgntefl  on  mount  Sinai,  iv.  99. 

—  curse  of,  includes  erery  specicn  ctf 
misery,  iv.  222. 

—  gives  efllcacy  to  the  stin|^  oC^esth,  iw. 
494. 

•—  in  what  sense  St.  Paul  witliout,  once. 
u.  454. 

—  meaning  of,  as  eontradisUng;uished 
from  the  gospi-l,  i.  310. 

—  prejudices  against,  remoTcd  bj  Iloij' 
Spirit,  i.  .U5. 

—  cei^emonial,  in  what  respect  weak,  iT 
6. 

a  shadow  of  good  tbingauto  come, 

iT.  2l»i\ 

•—'  M  likl  gave  life  and  signiUciinoy  to, 
iv.  104. 

-^—  a  yoke  and  bunlen,  it.  6. 

— —  supeesedL-d  by  the  gns|>e1,  iv.  C, 

abi-ogation  of,  by  what  lyi>ifi(il,  iy, 

.S5. 

I^ws,  some  oftlie  land  eventually  pro- 
mote sill,  V.  149. 

I^AXAiii'S,  it}surroction  of,  cmblcTnatio 
of  the  lie*  birlli,  iv.  141. 

—  tiie  beggnr,  parable  of,  considered^ 
iv.  4rtC 

Le:iming,  in  what  liglits  it  may  be  con« 
sidered  uvful  or  dangerous,  i.  596. 

—  \tithoul  divine  assistance,  liable  Iq 
lead  man  furtlier  astray,  ii.  329. 

Le I  g u  1  o  X,  arehbisliop, ,  bisht^i  Bur- 
net's character  of,  ii.  102. 

—  (|iioted,  ii.  338. 
Aunfyaia,  meaning  of,  iv.  S16. 

[Leo  X.  pope,  pralane  eipressioo   of^ 
iv.  162. 
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l>eUcn»  dirMtioBi  kow  to  «nle»  H  SiS, 

Letters  to  a  wife,  v.  303. 

.  author*!  views  in  publishiog^  T.  314. 

Levi,  lont  of,  in  what  sense  porified  hj 
Christ,  iv.  53. 

Lewdness,  &Ul  cficcts  of,  iv.  393. 

IJbraiy,  plan  of  n  Christian,  i.  210. 

LIFE,  authentic  narrative  of 
the  aathor^s,  i.  1. 

JJfc,  the  only  reason  why  truly  desira- 
ble, i.  431.  468. 

—  \'aluuMe,  if  enabled  to  improve  all  for 
Christ,  t.  460. 

—  dividefl  between  God  and  the  world, 
in  what  sense  desirable,  i.  SVZ. 

—  no  permanent  state  in,  that  can  make 
our  experienec  cease  to  be  a  state  of 
warfare  and  hamiliation,  i.  jSG. 

—  human,  no  state  of,  free  fixim  anxie- 
ty, diq;ust,  and  disapi>OMitmciit,  iv.  13. 

—  affords  a  perpetual  commcnuu^*  on 
the  scriptures,  iv.  170. 

-^  cannot  be  affected  by  any  thing  until 
our  work  is  done,  vi.  19*2. 

—  of  faith  described,  vi.  5  J. 

^—  difference  between  a  theoredcal  and 
experimental,  vi.  347. 

-"—  happiness  of,  vi.  99. 

— -  an  inexplicable  mystcr}-,  till  expe- 
rience makes  it  plain,  i.  45i!. 

I         how  maintaiue<l,  vi.  174. 

—  the  Christian's,  compared  to  a  race,  ii. 
529. 

—  view  in  which  important,  vi.  77. 
Light,  figuratively  used  in  scripture,  iv. 

81. 

literary  studies  liable  to  prove  snares  to 
niiiii&tcra,  v.  210. 

Litui-g)'  and  rubric,  expediency  of,  v.  9. 

IJtui^*,  general  character  of  the  estab- 
lished, v.  10. 

Lop;ic,  advantage  of.  Dr.  Watta*,  recom- 
mLMidi'd,  i.  119.  v.  93. 

I/>ii<!>.m  and  cuuntr}  grace,  difft'i'encc  be- 
tween, ii.  185. 

London  and  Oi.ney,  n.*f!i.ftIoiis  on 
tlic  auti)()r*s  situations  ut,  vi.  ^^OJ. 

l^oukiiig  to  Josus  only  cftcetuul  way  of 
imilicipatiiig  in  his  ima^c,  ii.  193. 

—  benefits  of,  vi.  4. 

—  the  great  secret  of  Christianity,  ^i. 
74. 

iiord*s  day,  religions  feasting;  on,  scanda- 
lous and  abomiuaMe,  >i.  464. 

Lot,  reflections  on  the  flight  of,  from 
Sodom,  iv.  501. 

I/Ots,  I'cmarks  on  the  use  of,  i.  295. 

J^vc,  advantages  and  disatl vantages  of 
being  in,  i.  SO. 

•*—  eonsoUug  considerations  under  the 

'  pnwpeet  of  disnpi>ointmmt  in,  yi.  198. 


Lore  of  the  hrothren,  letter  on,  i.  890, 

—  principles  and  propcrtiea  of,  1.  SSS. 

—  happiness  of,  i.  324. 

—  deficiency  of,  in  present  day,  I  934^ 

—  the  characteristic  of  true  Christianity, 
i.  3*25. 

Love  of  Christ,  sermon  on  the  eoir> 
straining  influence  of,  vi.  489. 

—  the  chief  motive  of  St.  PauTt  con- 
duct, vi.  499. 

■  description  of,  vi.  226.  499. 
^—  renders  his  yoke  easy,  ii.  492. 

—  of  God,  the  best  casnis^  i.  507.  Ii.  5. 

■  the  principle  of  love  to  brethren,  i. 
322. 

■  consistent  with  social  and  relafivff 
affections,  vi.  487. 

—  in  gift  of  his  son,  ii.  908. 
^—  seen  in  cross  of  Christ,  ii.  440. 
-^—  considerations  on,  vi.  226. 

-^—  and  man,  the  essence  of  religion,  i. 
631. 

—  effects  wliich  should  be  produced  by, 
it  18. 

—  obedience  the  best  test  of,  ii.  177. 

—  tilt;  fulfilling  of  the  law,  vi.  49. 

—  the  noblest  princi]>1eof  the  Eoul,shonM 
be  fixed  on  its  proper  object,  iv.  268. 

—  and  meekness,  the  pccaliar  mark  Of 
chrlMiftnity,  i.  618. 

—  and  humility,  the  highest  attainments 
in  ChrJ8t*8  school,  ii.  62. 

Lowuess  of  spirits,  effects  of,  i.  652. 
Lo  w  t  II,  bishop,  demonstrates  a  pecnliai' 

pro])o:'tj  in  Hebrew  poetry,  iv.  16. 
Lunatics,  .ire  as  reasonable  as  any  persons 

on  carlli  who  glory  In  themselves,  i. 

4C5. 

—  whv  woridlv  men  resemble  them,  iv. 
U. 

IjU  riicT«,  mistake  of,  with  respect  tp» 
St.  Jnmc'a,  ii.  552. 

—  opinidu  of,  on  doctrine  of  justification, 
iv.  5'2X 

Lyuia  converlod  by  PauKs  preachings 
in.  131. 

—  c.ire  of,  iv.  520. 

Loni's    PiavcT,  scriptural  warrant  for 
u.siiig;,  v.  to. 

M. 

Madeira,  voyaf^  to,  i.  33. 
ModiiOf^S  «t  ('oriiii)on  cl>urj;e  against  chris- 
tians '"■  1?'^- 

—  apobtlfA  and  primitive  christians  ac- 
cused of,  vi.  4 '.'■>. 

Magicians  bum  their  booki^  13.  IH. 
Magnauimity,  tnie,  " 

liar  to  a  cliristian,  iv« 

—  superior  to  what] 
iv.  278. 
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Mahomkt  blended  reCgkMi -nd  eiTil 

luthutions,  iv.  SSI. 
•-to  prevalence  of  hU  rdipjion  vfaere  the 

gwpel  onee  flourithed,  W.  490. 
Malachi  •oofimis  and  unites  the  pro* 

pliecies  oriuiah  and  Hafegai,  it.  43. 
Man,  fearftiUf  and  wondeifullj  made^  it. 

397. 
— >  fallen,  natore  of*  i.  833. 
-i^-  f-y^iiih,  i.  383. 
— —  dcTilMh,i.885. 
— —  inimical  to  the  goipel,  i.  830. 
■        faltcM.,    incm]Mible  of  doing    any 

thi.-g  aaTiiigly  without  the  graer  of 

God,  i.  563. 

—  inability  of,  not  natural  but  moral,  L 
564. 

«•  inajeftie  tfawgh  in  mini,  i.  540.  It. 
463. 

— •  natiiraj,  inrapable  of  diseeming  the 
things  of  God,  i.  546.  | 

-*  natural  dispoMtion  of,  viii\4e  In  his 
TicTkS  of  the  diTine  periectionB,  it. 
548. 

•-  misery  of,  seen  in  pcraon  and  suffer- 
ings of  Christ,  HI  93. 

•-  no  moral  goodness  in  his  Tirtuea,  it. 
573. 

^  originally  immortal,  iv.  3S6. 

—  a  solecism  in  creation,  it.  463. 

AN  EST  Y,  Mr.  kindness  of,  to  the  au- 
thor, V.  305. 

Bfaiiifcstation  of  the  Sons  of  God  ex- 
plaine<l,  i.  304. 

Mankind,  history  of,  confirms  scriptn- 
nil  stHtemciit,  iii.  7. 

— •  the  lost  and  fallen  state  of,  vi.  503. 

lyi anna,  n^floftions  on  the,  i.  473. 

Mark  deserts  Saul  and  Daniabas,  iii. 
115. 

—  travels  with  Bama!>as  to  (.'3-prus,  iii. 
1'27. 

^arks  of  a  lively  state,  i.  360. 
IPIiiniage,  author's  own,  happiness  of,  vi. 
261.  3C7. 

—  curious  remarks  on  the  author's,  v. 
365. 

-—  congratubtions  on  that  of  a  friend,  vi. 
131. 

—  state  of,  approaches  tho  nearer  pos- 
sible to  happiness,  v.  311. 

*'        reflections  on,  vi.  40. 
■       remarks  on,  and  directions  with 

reference  to,  \i.  360.  '207. 
■  II       snares  and  enjoy niauts  of,  vi.  133. 
I      trials  of,  vi.  46.  48. 

—  the  most  ihlerestinpf  and  onde.nred 
relation,  yet  subject  to  hoav^  draw- 
backs, vi.  484. 

—  unlawful  to  enter  upon  wilhout  a ! 
prospect  of  support,  ii.  I'Jf).  | 

Mathematical  sludit  s,  t(*nd  to  fl::    i^c 


roind  in  a  eold  MntempUtum  of  tenft 

u.  156. 
Means,  diligent  attention  to,  comvalefit 

with  belief  in  God'BSOTcreigDty,aLl87.  - 
Meekness  and  love,  the  pecufiar  spirit  of 

Christianity,  i.  618.  ' 
McLANCTH0N*8  experience  refuted 

to,  ii.  360. 
Memoirs,  difliculty  of  writing  oar  own, 

i.  10. 
Men'are  but  children  of  a  larger  growth^ 

iv.  30.  138. 

—  arrogant  assumption  of  titles  that  in- 
trench on  (kxl's  prerogatlTe,  W.  495. 

—  dcagns  of  all,  oTemilctl  by  God,  ir. 
811. 

—  heroism  of,  oflen  arises  from  a  weak 
and  little  mind,  iv.  909. 

— >  highly  crimiDid  in  rgectibg  the  g|OS- 
pcl,  iT.  39. 

—  how  far  to  be  followed,  vi.  25S9. 

—  Indifference  with  whkh  behold  the 
works  of  creation,  iv.  184. 

—  left  tn  themselves,  bring  nun  down 
upon  them,  v.  155. 

—  natui  al  inability  of,  no  argument  a- 
gainst  using  the  means  of  grace,  iv. 
197. 

—  original  source  of  their  apostasy,  it. 
136. 

—  prejudices  against  Christ  deeply  root  - 
ed  in  their  minds,  iv.  301. 

—  relation  of,  to  G(h1,  iv.  471. 

—  their  contcni]>t  of  the  gospel,  to  vhaT 
cc»mpai'e<l,  iv.  41. 

—  vanity  of  their  wisdom,  iv.  569, 
Mrsflcnger  of  the  Covenant,  a  title  of 

.MesMiuh,  iv.  45. 
IMFHSIAH,  Sei^$n»  on  the,  iv. 

—  a  ch:ir:icUT  of  the,  iv.  33. 

—  dofiM-tivr  idea  of,  under  Old  Xeata- 
tnnient  church,  iv.  9. 

Chri^l,  or  the  anointed,  ir.    1^. 

See  .lobiiH. 

—  an  oratorio,  acrount  of,  iv.  3. 

— —  o1»srrvntiona  on  the  music  of,  iv.  ,'JJ. 

■  reflect Irms  on  the  in'riormaijce  of. 
Sec  Handel. 

Mel :«])liy sirs,  inutility   and   nnccrtaii)ti 
of,  v.  1)8. 

Mighty  God,  a  name  of  the  Messi- 
ah, iv.  108. 

Millennium,  opiuions  concemmg  the,  iv 
414. 

Mil.  ion's  charnrtcr  of  Ahdiel,  j.  4C4. 

MiniRtcr,  rcmarkahh:  case  of  a,  i.  577. 

—  <liivctions  to  one,  in  tlie  chdce  of  a 
wife,  ii.  118. 

Minister  of  Jcsxis  Christ,  style  of,  \T. 

1(V) 

Ministerial  time-serving,  implies  foUry 
V.  3!I. 
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lUttMiiUn,  all  ttrfSBti  tmd  ■mhimilori 
ofClivut,L19S. 

—  •ppointed  by  Chriit,  u.  433. 

>«^  eudnnwrt  of^  mecesiful  oolj  b^ 

God'i  Uetung,  iv.  3i5. 
•»  ezpcMwd  to  peeuBjir  trials,  ni.  Sl4b 
— >  faithful  described,  iiL  S47. 
— •-•  enuDent  tor  love  to  Chriit  and 

Christiana,  iil  S23. 
•«*— xeakMt  attaohment  to  puritj  of 

the  Gospel,  iU.  237. 
•—  find  abundant  reward  in  the  eifeeta 

of  their  ministry,  ir.  35is2. 

—  gospel,  called  and  prepared  bj  the 
Lord,  iv  343. 

-^  illustration  of  Uieir  labours  aa  inatru- 

mcnts  of  God,  ii.  53, 
-^  iu  what  light  should  regard  their  1ft- 

hours,  tI.  17S. 
— -  in  what  sense  servants,  v.  47. 
'—  irregular,  exposed  to  incoavenicnee, 

vi.  118. 
«*  labours  of  ahall  not  wholly  fall,  ii. 

3C3. 
-•  must  ipeaktee  truth,  ii.  S60. 

—  necessity  of  having  a  deep  sense  of 
the  evil  of  sin,  t  6^. 

•^—  neeeasity  of  preaehing  aa  to  eondemn- 

ed  criminals,  i.  550. 
•f '  not  neeeaaarily  the  best  Christiani^ 

vi.  171. 
-~  not  gentlemen  but  soldiers,  v.  80. 
-«-  points  of  distinction  betwceu  true  and 

false,  V.  189. 

—  proper  .character  of^  described  in 
Epistles  to  Timothy  and  Titaa^  iii 
S13. 

—  rcKef  of,  lies  in  the  wisdom  and  ao- 
vereignty  of  God,  i.  449. 

—  Miration  of  one  aool,  'sufficient  to 
overbalance  all  their  labours^  i.  449. 

^-  riiould  examine  themselves  by  8t 
Panl,  iii.  840. 

•—  of  the  Goapel,  their  lot  with  respect 
to  majority  of  hearers,  like  that  of 
CaMindra,L  448. 

--  shoidd  guard  against  over  attach- 
ment to  literary  pursuits,  v.  iUO. 

—  why  sorely  exercised  both  without 
and  within,  ii.  71. 

,  -»  though  unnecGssful,  yet  shall  be  ac- 
cepted, ii.  363. 
ifrUniitters,   worldly,  incfficney  of  their 

preaching,  iiL  1236.  iv.  163.  341. 
r-  compared  to  idol  shepherds,  iv.  162. 
.  Ministry,  place  of  academical  prepara^ 
tion  iotf  V,  59. 

—  cliaraotcrs  of  young  men  to  be  cho- 
sen  as  candidates  for,  v.  77. 

—  coarse  of  stupes  proper  fljr,  i.  117 
V.  79. 


Ministry,  desire  it  preach  does  not  of  it» 
self  constitute  a  call  to,  vi.  100. 

—  what  evidences  a  call  to  the,  iL  44. 

—  the  most  honourable  office  in  tha 
worid,  vi.  27S. 

—  prayer  for  a  persoo  devoting  himailC 
to,  vi.  103 

—  small  success  of,  ii.  359. 

—  snares  and  difficulties  ol^  i.  135. 
Miracles  cannot  themselves  convince  ttf 

truth,  iU  117 
Mirth   and    happiness   very    differenC 

things,  V.  403. 
Misery,  how  much  it  depends  on  (he 

imagination,  L  480. 

—  a  consequence  oi  the  fall,  iv.  79. 

—  iuseparaUy  coonetted  with  sin,  ifl 
380. 

Melody.     See  Harmony. 
Moderation,  religious,  chiefly  arises  firov 
■eeptic'iaro,  iv.  386. 

—  with  resi>cct  to  non-essentials,  a  val- 
uablc  ])itrt  of  true  wisdom,  v.  S14w 

Money,  obtained  in  a  fiur  and  honours* 
ble  wHv,  on  mtuiy  necoiuits  dtmniUkt^ 
ii.  119. 

Monument  of  the  Lord's  goo  to- 
NESS  tQipttrdt  Eliza.  Cunhivo. 

HAM,  V.  101. 
Moral  oidenee,  in  some  eases  equally 

coiicluaivc  with  mathematieal  demon- 

stratioo,  iv.  451. 
Morality  al<Mie  unaMe  to  inqnre  the 

heart  with  the  Idv«  and  pease  of  Go<» 

iv.  .SS8. 
Moralist,  the  fine-spuAi  dress  in  whieh 

he  clothes  himself  of  no  more  avail 

tlian  the  produce  of  a  spider,  i.  447. 
Moravian,  commendation  of  a,  ri.  184b 
Moravians,   extensive    laboura   oQ 

commcu<led,  iv.  364. 
Morning,  reflections  on  the  sppearanse 

of,  u.  S44. 
Mo«do  institution,  induced  a  spirit  of 

bondage,  distance,  and  fear,  iv.  61. 
Moses,  highly  favoured  by  God,  iv.  W: 

—  meek,  yet  almost  weariod  out  by  Is- 
realitoH,  iv.  180. 

—  bleude«l  his  religious  with  his  civil  in«- 
stitutioiis,  iv.  281. 

Mosofl*  nKl,  uii'histrument  of  God  itf 
tlie  hands  of  his  servant,  il  53. 

Motives  to  humiliation  and  praise,  t. 
875. 

Monniing  un  much  a  maik  of  true  fitith 
as  consolation  i.  360. 

Mystery,  explanation  oi;  iv.  470.  « 

—  of  gn<llines8,  St  PauTs 
iv.  1. 

Mystt'Hoiisness  of  some 
tiaqi  tn  ltcT(.<hiiioir|  vl,: 


832 


INDEX. 


N. 


Suae  of  God,  bow  taken  io  run,  ii. 
.517.  519. 

—  of  Jomiii,  prccioumeM  c^thcy  vi.  34. 
M  A  Y  H  A  M  £  L,  pTcjuUicct  0^  ascountcd 

fur,  iv.  94. 
NaiJfin,  Uic  duller  mul  rcKHinc  oQ  acr- 

moii  oil,  ▼.  249. 
N:aioM,  l^'  vhat  figured,  iv.  34. 
National  church,  ideiiofa,i.  523. 

—  dtibt,  of  less  moment  than  the  debt 
of  a  luuioiud  sin,  ii.  SG. 

National  debt  of  tin,  exceeding  great,  ▼. 
140. 

National  nns,  eiUmale  of,  ii.  8C. 

Natural  religion,  Afncans  :uid  Ameri- 
can Iiidiniitt  aflbnl  the  onh  fair  qieci- 
men  of,  V.  89. 

Nature,  analogy  between  kiugilom  of, 
and  tiiat  of  grace,  iv.  170. 

NEBircUADNCZ.2.AR,  au  instrument 
in  C;Qd*s  hand,  iv.  4^9. 

Xero  i»orsevute8  the  Cliribtians,iii.  195. 

—  detesubic  character  ol^  iv.  370. 
N^ESTOR,  eloquence  of,  compared  b}- 

Homer  to  a  fall  of  snow,  ii.  I0i2. 
New  birtli,  distinct  fruiN  the  highest  cf- 

fectb  of  natural  pirinciplep,  ii.  14. 
-^— >  or  new  creation.     See  Ueart 

—  Jerusalem,  i.  402. 

——  desoriiition  ol\  not  to  br  undci'&to«id 

litei*:dl\.  iv.  413. 
New  translalioDA  of  trripturc  ine.\[»edi- 

vui  ill  ])Mblii'  ]iiv:ichiiij;,  vi.  1SS. 
\ew  }car,  n'lloi'tions  <m  I  be,  i.  -iG.K 
Nr.w  I  ON,  Mrs.  accoiuit  uf  ill.'iu:^  and 

death  of,  V.  013. 
\ I  CO  u E M  r s,  Christ's  con ftiTnce  with, 

i.  JIU  iv.  JOS. 
Nicoi.Ai  I  AXR,  iii.  282. 
\  J  c<)  i.r.,  M.  his  opinion  of  great  men 

ni.il  riiii(|iuM*ui'S  i.  .HO. 
NfiMAJiis  Mill  rise  up  in  judp:meut  a- 

|:;:ii;i.st  this  nation,  \.  253. 
\i'.M  V  I>lcni1c«l  his  religions  .ind  civil  in- 

>i.itiitioiiK,  iv.  281. 

O. 

Oaths,  the  excessive  innhi plication  of, 
ciisiiiiring,  ii.  .'ivIO. 

—  (iiMrs  ii:nnc  often  taken  in  vain  in 
the  achniulsti:ring  of,  ii.  :'i21. 

—  multipbrit;.  of,  |ifrfatly  iiifre:isc  na- 
tional gtiilt,  V.  Ijd. 

t)l)Ctiiencf,  ciT»as  of  Cbrifit  the  most 
puMf^-fnl  motive  to,  vi  20. 

—  produced  by  l(H>kiii^  to  Jesuit,  ri.  6. 

—  thr  I»cst  test  of  our  love  to  Christ,  ii. 
177. 

Objections  bn»nj;[ht  hv  Jcwg  agnin^^t 
hirijrt,  in.  is. 


ObtenratioB  and  experienisCj  oontribule 

gradiully  to  solleu  and  iweeten    oui 

•pirits,  ii.  3. 
Obstinacy  in  Itself  sinful,  i.  5.  43. 
Occam,  "Mr.  similarity  between  Us  (-\- 

pcrience  and  that  of  the  author,  ^i. 

151. 
OffeuGCi  eomparative  estimation   oi^  u- 

mongmen,  iv.  214. 
Old  Testament,  ]KJCtical  books  of,  i  n  v  Ka  t 

res]H?ct  distingiiislied  from  tjic  bisto- 

rical,  iv.  10. 
O L  N  E  Y  H Y  M  M  s ,  ill.  299- — C 78. 
I         Index  to,  iii.  l>nge  v.  raid  077. 

—  address  to  the  inhabitauts  ot*,  \i.  j\0. 
Omiah,  reflections  on  hia  vlbil  to  this 

island,  iv  A'20. 
OMICKON'S  Lettert  vol.  i.  109. 
One  huiidreil  and  forty -foiir  Uio«ksam\,  a 

definite  fur  an  indefinite  numlMsr,  \r. 

551. 
"  One    thing    needCul,'*    an     iiuiKatsiDt 

aphorism  of  our  liord,  L  447.  iL  80. 
— >  eNplaii.ed,  vi.  327. 
Opposition,  dangers  of,  Io  ininiatcrs,  i. 

127.  vi.  115. 
Oppixnision  a  national  sin,  t.  S80. 
Oratorios,  exiicdiency  of  aroidiiig^  i.  S09 

ii.  81. 
OraUny,  caution  agunit  t)ie  afTeclatAOu 

of,  vi.  402. 
Order,   disi-eganl   of,  iiijurioua    to    the 

c.iuse  orClii'isi,  vi.  125. 
Onlinaiici's,  tiiis|Krl,  precious  to  a  hclir- 

Tt;r,  1.  iiU'J. 

—  cannot   be  neglected  without  los%  i 
640. 

—  good  to  heliiver,  ii.  506. 
Ordinatit.'ii  r(TiiM-.d  10  the  author,  v.  ^Zl. 
Orphevs,  rcilections  on  tlic  «tor>   cif, 

iv.  :>0. 
OiiHi'uv,  l.^iil,  remark  of,  on  I'linv, 

obs4.!r\alionA  on,  v.  449. 
O^,  luiMniitg  of,  iv.  420. 
OwEX,  Dr.  referred  to,  i.  155. 

—  hi^.  **  Expusitioii  «if  tlie  IJOUi  Psalin" 
commeiulcd,  ii.  .'>4. 

—  Disccfui  SI*  of,  on  the  "  Holy  Spirit," 
nn  epitome  of  his  writings,  ii.  lOl. 

—  oiiinion  ot',  roiiceniing  a  believer's  di- 
m-t  appticitiou  to  Christ,  iv.  578. 
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TlormfKnf,  a  (iile  of  Christ,  It.  501. 
Pap  IS  r,  eharacterestio  of  a,  vi.  1 99. 
Pai^llel  exprewiioiis,  roost  prevalent  in 

tbe  po<>tic,il  books  of  the  Old  l^esta- 

mrnt,  iv.  16. 
Pnr.dytic  ly-Tn,    Clirist'.s  behaviour   to, 

iv.  "i  1 . 
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Pardon  gircn  I17  Cbrut,  iL  489. 

•—  implies  piilt,  it.  15. 

Parent^  their  anxiety  at  taehy  hr.  159. 

Par  well's  Hermit,  ilhutratiTe  of  Di- 

Tine  Prondenee,  t.  38^. 
Parochial  Charge,  an  important  sttna- 

tion,  ▼!.  184. 
Parties  and  names,  had  effects  of  an  at* 

taehment  to,  iw.  193. 
Partings  author's  sensations  at,  ▼.  430. 
Partition  wall  between  Jew  and  G^itile 

taken  away,  iT.  88. 135. 
Pastoral  life,  ancient  simplicity  of  in  east- 
em  countries,  it.  14. 149. 
Patience  of  God  towards  his  people  illns- 

trated,  ti.  85. 
Patriarchs  and  Prophets,  in  what  sense 

christians,  iii.  4. 

—  in  what  sense  died  in  faith,  it.  436. 
Patriot,  character  of  a  real,  i.  488. 
Paul's  birth  and  character,  iii.  817. 
— •  not  sincere  before  his  cooTeraion,i.  543. 

—  oonTerwm  o^  L  8.  It.  74.  149.  349. 
384.  509.  518. 

^-  preaches  at  Antioeh  in  Syria,  iii.  108. 
•«»  carries  the  alms  of  christians  to  Je- 
rusalem, iiL  118. 

—  appointed  with  Barnabas  to  preach 
in  other  countries,  iiL  113. 

—  stoned  at  Lystra,  iii.  119.  It.  875. 

—  goes  up  Iritfi  Barnabas  to  consult  the 
aposdes  at  Jerusalem,  iiL  183. 

—  disagrci^  with  Barnabas  about  Maris, 
iiL  187. 

— -  traTels  to  Cyprus,  iiL  114. 

—  Perga  and  PamphyUa,  iiL  115. 

— —  Antioeh  in  Pisidia,  where  preach- 
es in  the  synagogue,  iii.  115. 
— —  Iconium,  iii.  116. 

—  heals  a  cripple  at  Ljrstra,  iii.  117. 

—  refuses  to  be  worshipped  as  a  god,  iii. 
118. 

—  traTels  to  Derbe,  iii.  119. 

M  returns  to  AntioGh  and  gives  account 
of  his  labours,  iii.  180. 

—  trsTcls  witfi  Silas  through  Syria  and 
CiUeia,  iiL  187. 

—  chooses  Timothy  for  his  companion, 
in.  189. 

—  Tision  of,  at  Troas,  iii.  130. 

—  casts  out  an  eril  spirit  at  Philippi,  iii. 
131. 

^  imprisoned  and  scourged  at  Philippi, 
iii.  138. 

—  asserts  Us  privilege  as  a  Roman,  ill. 
135. 

—  preachea  at  Thessalonioa,  iiL  136.' 
■    at  Athens,  iiL  139. 

at  Corinth,  iiL  148. 

—  meeto  with  PrisciUa  and  Aqail%  itt. 
148. 
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Paul  accused  before  Gallio,  iii.  145. 

—  arriTcs  Ht  Ephesus,  iii.  146. 
-~  meets  with  ApoUos,  iiL  147. 

—  opposed  by  Ephesian  mob,  iii.  154. 

—  why  oppMed  by  Demetrius,  ir.  378. 

—  goes  to  Troas,  iii  157. 

—  preaches  till  day-brealc,  iiL  158. 

—  reception  of  among  the  Oalatians,  It. 
347. 

—  raises  a  young  man,  iii.  159. 

—  addresses  the  Epheaan  elders,  iii.  161. 

—  warned  of  approaching  suffering,  yet 
perseveres  in  his  journey  to  Jerusalem, 
iii.  164. 

—  inflexible  firmness  of,  iii.  165. 

—  advised  by  Jewish  bretiiren  to  coo- 
form  to  ceremonial  law,  iii.  166. 

—  propriety  of  his  conformity  doubtful 
iU.  167. 

—  seised  in  the  temple,  iiL  169. 
-«  rescued  by  Lysias,  iii.  169. 

—  defends  himself  before  the  pe<^]e,  iiL 
170. 

—  pleads  his  privilege  as  a  H^man 
citizen,  iii.  171. 

—  reproves  the  high  priest,  IiL  171. 

» takes  advantage  of  dissension  in  the 
council,  iii.  178. 

—  encounged  by  a  vision  of  Christ,  iii. 
178. 

—  providentially  escapes  the  conspimey 
of  Uie  Jews,  fii.  173.  iv.  431. 

—  is  conveyed  to  Cesarea,  iii.  173. 

—  defence  before  Felix,  iii.  174.      ,  ^  -  * 
-•  preaches  before  Felix  and  DrusOla,  iii. 

176. 

—  appeals  to  Ctssar,  iii.  178. 

—  addresses  Agrippa,  iii.  180. 

—  committed  to  custody  of  Julius,  iU. 
188. 

—  sails  for  Rome,  iiL  188. 

—  warns  his  fellow  passengers  of  ap- 
proaching danger,  iU.  183. 

—  comforted  in  a  storm  by  an  angel,  iii. 
185. 

—  shipwrecked,  iii.  188. 

—  surprises  inhabitants  of  Melita  by 
shaking  off  a  viper  unhurt,  iii.  189. 

—  entertained  by  Publius,iiL  189. 
.—  arrives  at  Rome,  iiL  191. 

—  preaches  to  the  Jews  at  Rome,  iii.  191. 

—  forsaken  by  his  foUowers,  iv.  857. 

—  remains  prisoner  at  Rome  8years,  iii^ 
193. 

—  probably  afterwarda  visited  Syria,  iiL 
193. 

—  no  eertain  aaeoaat  of  him  after  hi« 
I 
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Taw  peeulMclj  eminent  Ibr  lore  to 
Chriit,  iii.  21V. 
..-  and  love  to ChriitiMi*,  iii. 931. 

—  eminent  fin*' hnmility,  iii.  -846. 

—  attaehment  to  Go^l  doetrinei,  -iii. 
224. 

—  lore  of  Christ  theeliief  motiTe  ef  iut 
eonduet,  vi.  499* 

—  to  the  brethren,  causes  of  liis,  ▼.5172j 
.  —  would  gkuTf  in  nothing  hut  Christ  cru*^ 

cified,  iv.£20.  399. 

—  at  a  loM  fcrutteraoee  when  contem- 
plating the  gtonr  of  the  gospel,  ir.  502., 

—  supericH'ity  of,  to  captains  and  eonque-^ 
rors,  iii.  159. 

—  his  condmtto  the  Jews  who  had  con-l 
dcmned  him  unheard,  ii.  6d-.  | 

—  manifested  great  tenderness -to  weak 
consciences,  iii.  228. 

•-•  success  o^  in  preacIJng  the  gospel,  rr. 

,87. 
«^  snhject  of  his  preaching,  r.  903. 

—  his  account  of  the  great  mystery  of 
godliness,  fr.  t. 

—  denounced  anathema  against  all  who 
loTe- not  Christ,  ir.  546. 

<>«>  remarlB  on  his  manner  of  wrhing,  iv. 

503. 
•^  dwe11»macb-on  two  aubjeets,  ii.  976. 

—  testimony  of,  to  Christ's  resurrection, 
ir.  461. 

—  without  law  onee,  explained,  it  454. 

—  and  8t  James,  apparent  difi^renec 
between,  reconciled,  ii.  551.  555. 

Peace,  all  good  things  comprised  in  the 
terra,  iv.  349.  ti.  315. 

—  ndiTADtnges  of,  in  churches,  &c.  vi.  50. 

—  the  fruit  of  righteoiisoess,  iv.  302. 

—  the  design  of  Christ's  appearance,  ir. 
12i. 

—  too  dearly  purrliased  at  the  expense 
of  truth,  iv.  516. 

—  restored,  the-  elleets  of,  ii.  578. 

*"  ami  holiness,  the  ]>eculiar  character- 
istics of  the  disciples  of  Jesus,  ii.  65. 

I'enitent  thief     See  Thief  on  the  Cross. 

Pentecost,  visible  kingviom  of  Christ  da- 
ted from  the  day  ok\  iv.  92. 

Perarabtdatiow,  description  of  a,  ri.  161. 

Perfection,  sinless,  doctrine  of,  an  un-j 
scriptural  sentiment,  i.  419.  ■ 

—  why  it  -should  be  rejected,  it.  170-. 
Verjury,  one  metliod  of  taking  Clod's 

name  in  vain,  ii.  519. 
Hi^vjinf,  meaning  of,  ir.  253. 
Pei'secution,  h.^ppv  consetjucnces  of,  ii., 

291. 

—  the  first  promoted  spread  of  Christii 
anitv,  iii.  90. 

—  »i:vcrity  of,  under  Tri»jan,  -ri.  394. 
Perseverance,  on  final,  i.  16 -J. 


PerseveMBM,  «'<|w<ial'intNf  of  GoX^ 

vi.  40. 
-~  final,  the  helief  oC;  08MotiAl.topaa«e 

thoQgfa  not  to  sAhwdon,  tl  .934. 
Person  ofChriit,«enBonoatke,  ii.  414. 
Peter,  -ftt.  lived  to  -j^ony-in  <wiait  .was 

once  an  offence  to  him,  i!tuc  cvoas  o€ 

Chri«t,.L  597. 
•^  observations  on  our  LordV  ipiettioii 

to,  U.  65. 

—  ehsraater'of,  adminiUy.deBevibBd  by 
evaogelists^iii.  64. 

-^  denies  Christ,.iv.  957. 

—  sermon  of^  on  day  afPentBaQstym.  81 . 
-—•and  Jobn  heal  aflame  man,  iii.  91. 

•  ••  apprehended  and  imprisoned,  .iK.  82. 

— >  behaviour  «wfaen  dbmisasd  irom  Jew- 
ish council,  iv.  279. 

-.anres  the  dropsy  and  'laisos.die  dead, 
iU.  100. 

—  ha»  a- vemaricable- vision,  iii.  104: 

—  prcafthes  tnf.€oniaUus,<iii.  105. 

— -  vindieatea  hisoonduotito  Jewub^eon^ 

verts,  iii.  107. 
•«-  dissembles  at  Aniiooh  and  is  laywofed 

byPlattl,.iii.il25. 

—  doubtful  whether  he^varjasr  JUme, 
iii.  194. 

—  why  Christ  pronoumd'lum  fcleasud, 
iv.  303. 

-*-  Christ  prayed  fsry  'before  he  was 
tempted,  iv.  593. 

<— iiinsoriptural  iitferonocs  froqa  Ills' dttcfaK 
ration  that  God  is  no  respecter  of  ar- 
sons, iv.  544. 

P  £  TB  R  s  B  u  R  c ,  aocount  of  an  ise  palaec 

at,  i.  U5> 
Phautsees,  character  of,  iii. ^7. 

—  hypocrisy  of,  iv.  20.|a6.  50.  96.  202. 
Pharaoh,  conduct- of,  instrumental  to 

God^s  designs,  i v.  384. 

—  olxluracy  of,  ended  in  his  own  destruc- 
tion, iv.  395. 

—  in  what  sense  Godhanlened  liis  faoarf, 
iv.  428. 

Philip-  preaches  at  Bankarsa,  iii.  91 . 

—  sent  to  convert  an  Ethiopiaa  ounucli, 
m.  92. 

Philosophers,  heathen,  whence  obtained 
best  sentiments  of^Gotl,i v.  79. 

—  merely  moral,  reflections  on,  iv.  IT-^. 

—  scientific,  few  led  to  reverential 
then  gilts  of  God  by  tneir  knowledge 
of  his  civaturcs,  iv.  185. 

Piatuve,  nuthov^s  account  of  his  own,  vr. 

101. 
Pilate's  declaration  of  Christ's  inna- 

cence,  iv.  273. 
Pilgrim's    Progress   commended, 

vi.  38.  45. 
Plain   Tests  of  ti-ue  doctrine,  vi 

419. 
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Plan  of  AcadiSmical  Prepara- 
tion FOR  THE  Ministry,  t.  59. 
Plaf-hoMn,  tbi(vAbt%B  of  attendurg,  ii. 

134. 
PleaMrei^  tniiitjr  of  worWly,  i.  596. 
Pmky,  letter  of,  to  Trnjanj  referred 

to,  ui.  200. 
— -^  Tranbtion  of,  and  rcmarict  on, 

>i.  3S7. 
Poets,  whence  dcriticdtbe  idea  ofvi  gol* 

den  liffif  W.  150. 
PoetT}',  style  of,  .rc^mote  Ih)!!!  the  oom- 

mon  formtof  speech,  ir.  271. 
— -  Hebrew,  rules  of,  not  certjuulj  known, 

ir.  16. 
— »  one  peooliar  property  of,  ir.  10. 
-"^^  admnrtagn  of^  this  iieenlautity^  ir. 

17. 
at^nv/m,  raeaniii|{'Df^  ir.  13d.- 
Po  L I  r  I  o Ai*  Dr  ha  t^,  letter  ons'  '*>•' 

591. 
Pdhtsv,  •story  of,  ii:  2ti; 
Pope,  Mr.  explanation  of  an  ailmftrcd 

Ihie  of*  i.  Mi9. 

—  Mr.  Messiah  of,  an  imitfttiottvt  Vir- 

Poor,  bencvolenee  to,  i.  109. 
— ^enciDHragcment  to^ ii.  411: 
Popularity,  (kMf;cr(i  of,  t6  miftittert,  i. 

1.39.  vi.  l\5)  im. 
-«  uneercaintjrofj-iii.  119. 
Popery,  persecutions  of,  exceeded  those 

of  p»fi|«niBm  j  if?  SftS. 
Post,  ther  contcwiittmi  of,4i^iAercf,  ri. 

201. 
PoTertyv  «dvtniAges-of,  i;  2$1i 
Powers  of  tiie  im»f(ination  -  an^  of  the 

unders&MikIiii^«iMfeifieii«c  bctVeen^Uiv-, 

i.4aSw 
Pi*acUce  and  judgment,  humbling  dilfcr- 

enee  between,  i.  398. 
Pbiise,  national  motives  to,  v.  €94. 
IVaycr;  bbiierer^i  hMatb,  i.-  399^ 

—  benefits  of,  i.  406.  484. 

—  Tiecenitj  of,  i.  656.  ii.  56.  399.  sn? 
•—  frequent  secret,  gives  life  16  all  we 

do,  ii.  77. 

—  a  blessed  privilege,  ii.  182. 

—  and  the  Scriptnn;s  the  welh  of  sal- 
Tation,  ii.  190. 

->  prcsci-ibed  for  our  growth  of  grace, 

iv.  312. 
-~  gires  the  true  rclinh  to  life^  v.  531. 

—  instances  of  successful,  v.  269. 

—  social,  on  the  excreise  of,  i.  234. 

—  forms  of,  may  be  used  with  great  ad- 
rantage,  r.  11.  of  divine  appointsaent, 
r.  12. 

Prayer-meetings,  their  happy  tendency, 

ii.  77. 
Preaching,  manner  of  St  PaaPs,  iJL  S4^ 


Preaching,  ca«tkNt  against'  idrproper 
morlcs  of,  vi.  404. 

—  points  on  wluch  tbeanthor  chiefly 
inaisteii,  vi.  179. 

-^  a  gift  from  God,  ii.  59. 

—  extempore,  requisites  for,  ii.  56. 
not  nccessMiify  aecoMpattfed  with 

grace,  vi.  168. 

—  reasons  for  preferring,  ivi  IBO. 

—  itinerant;  obje^doHa  to,  ii.  164. 166. 

—  loudly  and  with  power,  not'  srnOay- 
mw»l  B.  lOi. 

Preaching  tlie  Gospet,   sigAlficatiotf*  of 

the  phrase,  vl.  S98. 
Preaclung  by  accommodation,  reitfarks 

on,  iv.  247. 
Preacher;  a  (biAiAlne  ten«lAatioh  t6th'e 

HH)i*c*w  word  with' a  iftaseufiiie  sense, 

iv.  336. 
Preacbeia,  irtstrtim«nUi1lry  of,  in'  saving 

otbers,    provea    nothing'  eoWeemlng 

their  own  state,  ii.  53$.  it.  345. 
-«-  aahject'to  pcc«iUar  exert  isea  of  mind, 

vi.  130. 
Predestination,  exprcasly  tatight  in  tha 

Scriptures,  i.  5S5. 

—  doctrine  of,  iv.  191. 
Pnftferment;  not'necevtaPjr  to  dttf  peacifr 

or  usefulness,  L  524; 

—  chnrch,  dtvadfWI  in  any  oth!er  riew 
than  tliat  of  uaefirfneas,  i.  61?. 

Presence  of  Christ  solely  afibrds  conso- 
lation, ri.  29. 

Pr^aervation  fron&  sin,- a  spedAl 'meiH^y 
oTGod^  vl  40.  bowcflectecj,  41.'  • 

pRice,  Dr.  ingetiit^m  but  mournful 
confession  of 'hM  ifticdrUinty  on  reli« 
gfOus  subjects,  vi.  4^. 

Pride,  (iod's  purpose  to  stain,  -ir.  467. 

—  proof  of  deprarityj  it.  268.  Dhircrsal 
influctiee  of,  iMd; 

—  rooted  deep  in  our  faHcn  nature,  ii. 

i4«r. 

—  foundation  of  heathen  virtue,  ir.  198. 

—  a  cansc  of  unbeKef,  vi.  4'B9'. 

—  a- national  sin,  r:  29f2.' 

-^  and  self-eomplaeence,  cames  of  de- 
cline ill  spiritiuil  life,  vi.  4/9t. 

Primitive  Cliristhinity  extended  not  be- 
yond the  first  century,  iii.  208. 

Pbince  of  FCACE,a  tHleofMeaiiah 
i¥.  109. 

Princes,  counsels  of,  oveiTuled  by  God,  i 
515. 

Principles,  the  effect  of  Christian,  wbfi 
truly  received,  \i.  507. 

Privilege  of  befievera  oflMr  niaaBi  "  - ' 
stood,  i.  143. 

Procrastination^  dangerooi;  Itp^ 

Promises,  prophetical^  ii- 

:^  tcadify  9f  Christ,  u.  331. 
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:eii  to  obedienoe. 


Promiiei^  pYenio 

W.  26. 
Prophecies,  testify  of  Christ,  ii.  330. 

—  general  stjrle  of,  poetical,  it.  16.  271. 

—  difficulties  of,  should  not  discourage, 
iv.  270. 

—  highly  figurative,  iv.  34. 

— -  not  yet  fulfilled,  necessarily  obsenre, 

iT.  413. 
^— -  many  have  a  gradual  accomplishment, 

hR.4S2. 
<—  like  parables,  not  applicable  in  every 

minute  particular,  vi  187. 
Prophets  describe  future  things  as  pre- 

sent,  iv.  5. 

—  Inimitable  sublimity  of,  iv.  80. 
Prophetical  language,  figurative,  iv.  34. 
Prosperity,  evUily,  a  suitable  reward  to 

worldly  men,  i.  427. 

—  a  state  of  temptation,  i.  488. 
Bjuj— mMi»l»  explained,  ui.  105. 
Protestant  AssfDciation  alluded  to,  vi.  165. 
Providence,  book  of,  recommended,  i. 

216. 

•—  of  God,  on  trust  in,  i.  109. 

— •  beautifiiilly  described  by  a  line  of  Ho- 
race, i.  434. 

—  dispensations  of,  compared  to  works 
of  a  watch,  i.  582. 

~.  diffidence  of,  unbecoming,  i.  66f . 

*.-  God*s  extends  to  the  minutest  eon- 
cems,  vi.  309. 

-~  and  grace  of  God  watches  over  his 
people  through  every  period  of  life — 
concur  in  bringing  his  people  to  a 
knowledge  of  themselves,  i.  6.  7. 

Prudence  a  word  much  abused,  i.  635. 

—  deficiency  of  Christian,  highly  incon- 
venient, ii.  98. 

Prudens,  character  of,  i.  349. 
Psalms,  book  of,  distinguished  by  mag- 
nificence and  variety,  iv.  16. 
I'ublic,  the  best  way  of  serving  is  by  our 

prayers,  vi.  189. 
Public  Worship,  address  to  those 

who  absent  themselves  from,  vi.  553. 
Punctuation     of    Scriptures     may     be 

amended,  iv.  515. 
Punishments,  for  what  end  inflicted,  iv. 

226. 
Puritans,    servants  of   God   under 

that  name  once  treated  as  the  worst 

of  heretics,  iv.  371. 


Q. 

Quakers,  remarks  on  the  doctrine  of, 

vi.  240 
QuERULUS,  character  of,  L  352. 


Raoe,  Cbristian'f  fife  eompAred  to»  ii. 

529. 
Rank,  elevated,  except  as  oonduein^  to 

usrfulness^  a  subject  of  conddenoe,  L 

435. 
Reason,  of  itself  incapable  of  aaacQtiog  to 

Revelation,  i.  558. 

—  insufficiency  of,  vi.  241. 

Reasons  why  Christ  not  sooner  numifeat- 
ed  in  the  flesh,  iiL  6. 

—  for  humiliation  and  prayer  for  our 
land,  i.  375. 

Reasoning  spirit,  dangers  of  a,  it  S88. 
Recollection,  duty  of,  i.  656. 
Recovery  irom  illness,  letter  to  a  Incnd 
on,  i.  353. 

—  only  a  reprieve,  i.  356. 

I'  —  means  of,  seen  in  person  and  nfir- 
ings  of  CluiBt,  iii.  22. 
Redeemer,  necesnty   of  bis    beia^  al- 
migfaty,  ii.  10. 

—  more  endearing  title  than   that  of 
Saviour,  iv.  438. 

—  unavailing  to  believer  unless  appropri- 
ated, iv.  ^. 

—  what  meant  by  itanding  on  the  eartif 
at  the  latter  day,  iv.  444. 

Redeemed,  song  of  the,  iv.  539. 

—  this  life  the  time  of  rehearsal  oi^  Ir^ 
541. 

Redemption,  combination  of  all  divine 

perfections  in  the  work  ot,  iv.  3. 
'—  the  greatest  of  all  God's  woi^s,  iv.  56. 

—  excellency  of  the  divine  plan  ol^  it. 
123.  235.  527. 

—  nature  of,  illustrated,  iv.  541. 

—  act  of  unexampled  and  expensive  lore, 
iv.  544. 

—  extent  of  the  efficacy  of,  iv.  193.  547. 
Refiner^s  fire,  of  what  illustrative,  iv.  49. 
Reformation,  doctrines  of,  disreputable 

in  present  day,  v.  153. 
Rebellion,  awful  case  of  those  who  die 

in  final,  ii.  425. 
Regeneration  hid  from  carnal  men,  ii. 

372. 

—  constitutes  the  only  distinction  be- 
tween all  mankind,  vi.  232. 

—  eficcts  produced  by,  vi.  232. 

—  marks  of,  vi.  252. 

Re  HO  BO  AM,  history  of,  conndered,  iv. 

431. 
Relative  affections,  on  the  snares  and 

comforts  of,  vi.  480. 
Relaxation,  necessity  of,  v.  82. 
Religion  necessary  to  enjoyment  of  tliis 

life,  i.  366. 
-—  not  a  science  of  the  head,  i.  528. 

—  what  it  is,  it  305. 
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RdigioQ  prodOMt  •onunwwion  with  and 

eonformity  to  God,  iL  S06. 
— >  not  ooofined  to  deTotUmal  tetiy  bat 

apparent  in  common  bnanenet  of  life, 

▼.908. 
— -  oiJemu,  proper  dengn  of»  to  vean 

from  the  world,  iii.  259. 

—  reitraina  no  real  pleanire,  ▼.  438. 
*-  Bgns  of  true,  vi.  35. 

—  liberty,  and  love,  the  greatest  blet- 
•ing;!  ii  human  nature,  ▼.  406. 

—  of  nikture,  most  valuable  sentiments 
oi,  probably  derived  Irom  the  3ible, 
▼.  86. 

Repentance,  atoning  for  disobedienee, 
an  improper  expression,  i.  549. 

—  death-bed  thoughts  on,  578. 

—  unto  salvation,  what*  i.  579. 

—  uuto  life,  the  gift  of  God,  iL  506. 
Resignation,  Cliristiao,  different  from  a 

stoical  stubbornness,  ii.  S5. 

—  remarkable  instance  of,  ii  33. 
Roet  of  believers  in  Christ,  ii.  469. 

—  Scripture  meaning  of,  iv.  170. 188. 

—  how  obtained,  ii.  477. 

— -  future,  description  of,  ii.  474. 
Resurrection  of  Christ,  the  grand  fact 

on   which  the  truth  of  Christianity 

rests,  iv  283.  449. 

—  essential  to  our  hope  and  comfiovt,  iv. 

449. 

—  evidences  of,  stated,  iv.  451. 

—  unto  life  revealed  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, iv.  447. 

—  no  intimation  of,  from  the  light  of  na- 
ture,  iv.  478. 

Revelation,  characteristic  simplicity  of, 
iv.  16. 

—  God's  gracious  design  in  giving,  iv. 
306. 

—  truths  of,  not  all  equally  important, 
iv.  302. 

•  unintelligible  till  taught    by    the 

Holy  Spirit,  iv.  472. 

—  book  of,  reflections  •n,  iv.  400.  414. 
540. 

—  nature  of,  spiritual,  ii.  392. 
— •  meaning  of,  ii.  393. 

—  spiritual,  described,  ii.  395. 

—  spiritual,  progress  of,  ii.  395. 

—  always  agrees  with  Scripture,  ii. 
397. 

— —  to  whom  vouchsafed,  ii.  399. 

Reverend,  remarks  on  the  epithet,  ii. 
232. 

Rhetoric,  rules  of,  almost  useless,  v.  94. 

RiccALTOUK,  Mr.  memorable  cir- 
cumstances in  the  life  of,  vi.  447. 

Rich  and  great,  why  reject  the  Gospel, 
iv.  97. 

Rich  maiv  parable  of,  considered,  iv.  476. 


Righteous,  in  what  sense  saarcelj  lavtdy 
i.  415. 

—  who  they  are,  ▼.  576. 
Righteousness  of  Christ,  our  all  in  all, 

i.  400. 

—  given  by  Christ,  ii.  429. 

—  the  fruit  of;  iv.  398. 

—  and  sanctificatioQ  not  synonymous 
terms,  vi.  239. 

—  Imputed.     See  Jusdfieatioii.  * 
Ro  B ERTSo  N,  Dr.  his  History  of  Charies- 

V.  defective,  L  467.^-on  what  pas- 
sages of  Scripture,  a  comment,  514. 

Roman  emperor,  orator^s  compliment 
to  a,  just  if  applied  to  Christ,  iv.  180. 

•»  emperors,  submission  of  primith* 
Christians  to,  iv.  377. 

—  empire,  extent  oi^  fiivourable  to  (ho 
spread  of  Christianity,  iv.  84.  87.  418. 

Romans,  character  o^iiL  7. 

—  cruelty  of  the,  iii.  8. 

—  why  styled  Christ  king  of  the  Jews  $ 
iv.  844. 

— >  God's  instruments  to  punish  the  Jewi^ 
iv.  398. 

Rome,  church    of^    pcobaUy  ^'/mtaiws 
some  true  Christians,  ▼.  89. 
See  Church  and  Popery. 

Rubric  and  liturgy,  expediency  of,  v.  9. 

Ruler,  story  of  the  young,  consideivd 
iv.  195. 

Rutherford,  Mr.  remarkable  ex- 
pression of,  L  233. 


S. 


Sacrament  of  Lord's  Supper,  two  differ- 
ent errors  concerning,  v.  468. 

Sacrament  morning,  suitable  subjeets  for 
meditation  on,  vi.  341. 

Sacrifices  derived  from  revelation,  iii. 
18. 

—  Messiah  prefigured  by,  iv..6. 

—  could  not  cleanse  the  consdence,  iv. 
186. 

*-  eariy  institution  of,  long  indicated  the 
need  of  an  atonement,  iv.  186. 

Sadducees  described,  iii.  38. 

Safety  in  all  cases  the  effect  of  God's 
goodness,  vi.  293. 

Salvation,  security  and  certainty  of  Gos- 
pel plan  of;  ii.  289. 

—  certainty  of  Gospel  plan  of,  appears 
from  gift  of  Christ,  ii.  313. 

—  suitableness  of  Goq>el  way  o^  vi.  150. 
152. 

—  awful  consequences  of  neglccdng,  ii. 
288. 

—  wholly  of  grace,  I.  400.  iv.  18. 197. 
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SilwBtidiiy  eoi^-  )^nd<  maMit  of,  ir;  15. 
•—  freedom  and  fulness  of,  iv.  1$. 
•—  sanetificatioD  an  eisentkl  put  of>  it. 
63. 

—  glory  of  God*8  g;oodQet8  manifested 
in,  iv.  123. 188. 

Saints,  miscarnag;«a  ofy  land-marks  to 

warn  us,  i.  6S6. 
•—  a  sweet,  though  mjilarioaB  commu- 
nion of,  ik  38. 
— ^  defttJi  of,-  poedoua  in  the  sight  of  this 

Lord,  ir.  200. 

Sec  BeKeTcra. 
Sanotifioatkin,  ths  certain-  concomitant 

of  a  good  hope,  !▼.  443. 
•-^  greater  meaaores  should  be  longed- 

afler,  vi.  43. 
— ^  not  cause  hot  efieet  of  acceptonoer 

vi.S45. 
-—  not  synonysnNiB   >vtth  righteousness  | 

Ti.  239. 
— ^oixrs^.the  will  of  God,'  iv^  507. 
-~  inseparably  connected  with  jnstifica- 

tino^vl  244.^-^et  distinct,  248. 
Sapphiba's  awful  death,  iii.  84. 
Sakah  and  Uacak,  the  history  of/ a 

designed  allegory,  ii.  13.  iv.  261. 
Satan,  his  warfiuie  with  us,  i.  401. 

—  has  oTertnmedinany  a  fair  professur, 
i.  41S. 

-—  some  against  whom  he  cann^^t  prevail, 
i.  415. 

—  always  near  when  the  heart  is  dispos- 
ed to  receive  him*  i-  454. 

—  bis  temptation  of  men  illustrated,  i. 
489. 

—  the  varictTof  his  deiioes  nnd  cflbrts, 
i.  60S.  644.' C4S: 

—  despoiled  of  liis  dominion,  iv.  295. 
300.  484. 

—  -works  powcrfiillv  on  our  unlielicf,  iv. 

—  irocesantiy  persecutes  believers,  iv. 
510. 

—  the  p;o<l  of  this  world,  iv.  511. 

—  tyrannizes  over  the  chUdrcn  of  diso- 
bedience, iv.  543. 

—  works  of,  desc4-il)c<l,  \].  85. 

—  ndvantnt^s  over  hclicvei-s  often  gain- 
i  <i  itnmcdiately  after  favours  conferred 
upon  them,  vi.  194. 

—  a  watchful  cnemv,  vi.  259. 

Sa  V 1  o  u  R,  a  two-fold  ncccssitv  for  one, 
i.  Si^2. 

—  and  his  salvation,  sermon  on  tlie,  ii. 
270. 

—  need  all  nations  had  of  a,  iv.  33. 
See  Jesiis  and  Redeemer 

'Saui.  begins  to  make  havoc  of  church, 

iii.  90. 
--journeys  to  Damascus  to  persecute 

tlie  chiu-ch,  iii.  Oi. 


S>A\n.  MiMMfoQUy  •voaiEf»^04l;  iii;'  9^^ 

—  begins  toiit«ash*Ckisp«],iii;' 97. 
'   SeePliuIr 

8ec»Tic6,  credulity  ^'  i^:  WT* 
Scholars  and  critics  unable  to  intMrpt^t 

Seriptare  TiithoQt'tlie  Udly  Spirit'n 

aid,  vi.  202.. 
Science^  daDger<lasteadeMy^(<'iL  393^. 

—  distinct  from  ho«i<eBly  wftsdom^  Hi 
38& 

—  human,  insignifieant'  compwed  -  to 
sptritdal  khowtedge,-ir.  177. 

Seorn,  unbecoming  in^th^fdttowenr  of 

Jesus,  ii.  3. 
Seriptai^es,    study  oft  ongioaly  rccoim- 

mended,  i.  119.- 
Scripture,  exeelUmey  •of/i.  40^  - 

—  how  to  be  read) >i.  481/ 

—  troths  of^  not  like  matbematical  ikie»- 
reros,  i.  537. 

—  duty  of  attending  to,  i.  6»6.  ii.  56. 

—  the  suhjeet  of  «  Gospel  Initiutryy  n: 
5. 

-^  eoropartng  one  passage  with '  aaodier 
in  dependanoeon  Hdly<  Spirit,  the 
best  mean  of 'attaining  the  senses  it; 
67. 

— •  bow  application  of,  shbold  be  reg:u- 
lated  when  it  seems  to  eonntenance. 
our  designs,  ii,  116. 

—  inspiration  of,  best  proved  by  experi- 
ence, ii.  470. 

•^—^n-soarching  the,  ii.  391. 353. 

—  manner  in  which  testify  -of  Glirist,  ii. 
3.30. 

—  import  of  their  testimony  to  Christy 
ii.  340. 

^  refjuisites  before  we  can  understand, 
ii;  322.  339. 

—  how  they  onght  to  be  read,  ii.  335. 

—  whatshoiUd  be  oiirconduot  if  we  be- 
lieve,  iv.  30. 

—  .lews  constantly  prove  tlieir  truth,  ir. 
35. 

—  the  grand  experimental  evidence  of, 
iv.  271. 

—  their  own  liest  interpreters,  iv.  282. 

—  testify  of  Christ,  iv.  293.  304. 

—  constant  perusal  of,  preswibed  by- 
Christ,  iv.  312. 

—  peculiar  sublimity  of,  iv.  390. 

—  given  by  iiispiratioii,  iv.  514. 

—  corrcctiww  of  texts  of,  require  can- 
tion,  iv.  514. 

—  study  of,  increases  divine  knowledge, 
vi.  244. 

—  can  only  be  bnderalood  by  teaching  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  >i.203. 

Sea-faring  life,  adv.mtajycs  of,  i.  87. 
Searching   the  Scriptures,  Sermon 
on,  ii.  321. 
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jSecMtof  «be  Lovd,  Olle'b^aA»h  of,  vi. ! 

339.  ^       '• 

SM.i^'ot's,' the'-petd.,  rembrkiible  deda- 

ration  of,  vi.  209. 
Self^  the  oomipt  principle  of,  fbr  tf  «m- 

•ODythe  principle  oroiirooiidact,tj441^ 

—  finds  tomefthing^  u  hereof  to  gloty  in 
the  meanest  ohitfaeters,  i.i425. 

—  beticrret's  perplexities  arise  fpom  Jm 
undue  attachment  to,  i.  h32. 

— '  tlie  gorendng  prindlpti;  o£:|^atr4Ben 
and  conquerors^  i.'  515. 

—  the  :atri  renal  ktoly  SIT. 

—  can  triiaformitidlf  i^to  an  angel  of 
lig^t,  vi..l39. 

—  righteoQsnesR.     8ce  Moralist. 

—  will,  of  i^hat  a  chief  soorce,  iv.  193. 
S£XNACHERiB,aniaBtvaiae&tinGod*8 

hands,  ir.  '23.439. 
Senses,  the  human,  not  always   cHtc* 

rla  of  the  exfsteace  >of  llxiir;^  tr.  1 1 7. 
Sensibility  valu.ihle  vhcn  rigbtljr  exer- 

ei8ed,U..l  7.^95. 
Sergius  Paui;vs  cotnrertod,  iu.lt4. 
fierioQs  splHt  adraalaj^eousj^r.  4(28. 
SERMOI^S,  u.  259.  iv. 

—  OccAsroNAL  aod:CifAtt»TY, -y. 
127.  ri.  488. 

— ^-  mr  henriitg,  i;.  »9S. 

—  Terj^  long,imprcyper,  ii.  163. 
Serpent^'  brazen,  i.  517.-657. 
Severity  -bf  Gody  ii.  007. 
.S3i.Ai>»AC/^c.  instances  of  dlvincrpro- 

tcction,  iv.  512. 
•SRxiUL,t.i|ueenrof,  visit  to  Solomoti,  it. 

556. 
Sheepy'dsacHptife^f  believers,  iv:aS2. 

\i.  101. 
--^fdBncnoomparddtovanderiogviv.SOO. 
Shepherd,  a  character  of  Messiah,  it.  150. 

152.  331.286.300. 

—  the  gDdd,  ltflbrdf.strengthx:quiil  to  oar 
day,  ri.  ^8. 

Skip,  reflccUoBt  on.  tlie  la1ln^Iking'of  a, 

Ti.  311. 
Siekiie«8,.8tth(lt?s  reJle^tions  in,  v.  459. 

—  a  mercy  as  well  as  Iiculih,  vi.  69. 

Bi ikASandiJusitAS  'accoi]i]iiiny*Bainia- 

bnsand  Palilito  AMioth,.iii.!*l'f6.fSpe 

Paul. 
8iLOA»r,;pobl'Ofy  (rffisaoioas.  obiyoas  a 

means  appointed  by  Gudjii.-53. 
S I M-o.7r  "Ma o  trs,  e\borted ;by  t Peter  to 

repentance  and  prayer,  ii.  5 J. 
'  •pvoblibld'Ibaddcr  of  scot  ofvQne«- 

tifis,  iu.  276. 
Simony,  utketio«  the  tcmn'dcrivcd,!nii.91. 
SimpUdky  anitgodly  sincerity,  i:.'2ro. 
Sia  a  burden  to  the  true  IsObever,  i.*^). 

—  thesii;kiitss4>fthe8oiiI,ii-lGr.  ISl. 

—  evil  ofyoppears-in  gift  ot'Cbx'isri.ii.^IO. 


Sin,  tlie  jnst'des^rtof,  eaimot  be  reoeireid 
in  tliisfife,  ir.-lO. 

—  has  produced  alteration  in   state  of 
things,  i.  307. 

—  filisthc  worM  At^h  >ro,  iv.  76.  238. 

—  did  not  deprive  A'datm  of  reason  but 
'^f  SpRi-ituality,  i.  540. 

-  the  smirce  of  all  evils,  vi.-31G. 

—  infntujiting  effects  of,  iv.  47.  394. 

—  all  manldnnld  under  the'portrer  of,  iv. 

—  what  evinces  its  exceeding  smftitoess, 
iv.  238. 

-—  ks  extremes  malignity  but  little  knowa 
tb  mankind,  iv.  234. 

—  its  effect  and  wages,  deatb,  iv.  460. 

—  future  puniiiiimciit  of,  twofold,  ii.  310. 
•^  forgiveness  of,  tooorapatiblc  trilh  God^s 

justice,  iv.  186. 

—  subdued  by  gnwe,  ir.  190. 

—  li'hcrc  it  has  abounded,  "grace  has 
more  .';hoanded,  iv.  234.480. 

—  charged 'Upon  Christ  as  oar  sorety^ 
iv.  230. 

-.<  greatness  of  a  reason  vrh}'"iire  should 

come  to  Christ,  ii.  407. 
-~  pi*cservatJon  frani,'«  speeial  merey, 

vL40. 

—  cpxcstion  -whether -God' the  anther -of^ 
i.  570. 

— «  how  effected,  tL  41. 

—  indwelling,  effl-ctsof,  must  befcU,  vi. 
43. 

Sinccnty,  plea  of,  \nll  not  exempt  from 
■  daagcr  of'  ignorouce  -and  '<dMtisaay,  I. 

542. 
— ncecBsary  to  uBdcntand  -Scri^tontt^  i)L 

5-23. 
—^viot  con  version   though  >a  fivreranner 

of,  i.  543. 
Smgolarity,  necessity  of  a  certain '  kind 

of,  i.  510. 
Sinner,  extensive  meaning  of  the  term, 

vi.297. 
€fauicrs;  condition  of,  ii.  282. 

—  addre.s8  to,  ii.  455. 

Suiner,  new  r.nd  painfoi  apprehensiam 

of,  uhou  con »"incui  of  guilt,  iv.  7.  laft. 

16S.  174. 
•— tidcgi'Cv'  aiui  duratiai  of  his  distress  ttm- 

tt.Tt.-.in,  iv.  7. 
—«tnril;hiit  compared  vi'itbofit  tlic  €k>3pel, 

iv.  [KK 
— «insoi;sffhiKty  of,'  x  grief  to  Christ -vhea 

on  e:a  llj,  iv.  208. 
'Sinners -iinilcr  the  curse  of  the  lav,  >r. 

—  tOnvrri;k>nf<>ronc  Of  grcMer  impor- 
tance lha:i  ^c  tentpoifd  deliverance 
of  »  kiag«li>nD,  i.  468:  iv.  228. 

—  compared  to  u  under^nj;  sheep,  iir.  230. 
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eradfy  Christ  afresh,  ii.  S48. 
•—  made  wiHing  in  the  day  of  his  power, 

iT.  329. 
-•  hov  descrihed  in  Scripture,  it.  390. 

—  depIoraUe  state  of  those  who  die  in 
their  sins,  iv.  489. 

—  dangerous  case  of  those  who  take  en- 
couragement from  Gospel  to  go  on  in 


Bin,  iv.  513. 


—  Gospel  a  dispensation  for,  i.  4S3. 

—  why  unwilling  to  he  converted,  i.  468. 
•-differenee  between   holiness  of,  and 

that  of  angels,  ii.  41. 

—  must  peridi,  unless  thej  repent,  t. 
164. 

—  labouring  and  heavy  laden  described, 
iL448. 

Sins  of  believers,  whether  made  known 
to  others,  i.  1S3. 

Slave  coast,  deacripdon  of,  vi.  591. 

Slaves,  manner  of  aeqmring,  vi.  537. 

*—  numbers  annually  exported,  vi.  539. 

-—  mortality  they  are  subject  to  on  thdr 
voyage,  vi.  548. 

-—manner  in  which  the  survivcnv  are 
disposed  of,  vi.  543. 

Slave  trade,  thoughts  upon  the,  vi.  518. 

not  properly  a  national  sin,  v.  263. 

— — —  destructive  to  our  seamen's  health 
and  morals,  vi.  584.  526. 

)3m  I T  H,  Dr.  select  discourses  of,  quoted, 
vi.  305. 

Smuggled  goods,  purchasing  of,  unlawful, 
i.  379. 

Smuggling  contrary  to  the  word  of  God, 
i.  378. 

Social  affections,  on  tlic  snares  and  com- 
forts of,  vi.  480. 

Socinians  should  be  treated  with  can- 
dour, i.  329. 

—  employ  critical  sophistry  against  texts 
which  declare  Christ's  character,  i. 
456. 

—  would  subscribe  Scriptural  declara- 
tions if  allowed  to  put  (heir  own  sense 
upon,  i.  523. 

Socinianism,  a  dangerous  error,  i.  531 . 
Socrates  felt  the  necessity  of  a  divine 
teacher,  iv.  33. 

—  predicted  the  reseption  of  a  perfect 
character,  iv.  198. 

Soldiers,  motives  which  should  influence 
Christians  as  such,  vi.  113. 

Solomon,  in  what  the  glory  of,  con- 
sisted, iv.  297. 

—  song  of,  describes  experience  of  the 
church,  i.  637. 

Son  of  David,  a  title  of  Christ,  iv.  36. 

—  of  God,  a  title  of  Christ,  iv.  201.  302. 


Sons  of  God,  futore  nuuiiiieitatioa  of  tlir 

liberty  of,  i.  304. 
Sorrow  of  believer,  better  tlUn  the  mirOi 

of  nnners,  vi.  80. 
Sortes  Virgiliane,  meaanig  ol^  L  897. 
Soul,  various  significatiooi  o^  iv.  888. 
Souls,  inestimable  value  o^  i  468. 
— —  seen  in  gift  of  Christ,  iL  311. 
Sovereignty,  divine,  composes  mind,  ii. 

364. 
•—  of  divine  grace  asMrled  and   illu»« 

trated,  ii.  404—414. 
Sower,  parable  of  the,  an  epitome  of 

ecclesiastical  history,  iii.  870. 
Speaking,  public,  first  efibrts  in,  should 

not  be  on  religioas  subjects^  v.  98. 
Spirit,  Holy,  cause  of  rapid  sueoeas 

of  the  Gospel,  in.  818. 
— —  effbcU  produced  by  outpouring  of. 

Immediate,  iii.  79. 
-^—  teaching  of,  suited  to  all  capadtws, 

vi.809. 
^—grieving  of,  prevents  assurance, ii. 

598.     See  Holy  Sp'uit. 
Spirit,  a  broken  and  contrite, 

to  God,  i.  416. 
•—  difficulty  of  maintaining  a  right  frame 

•f,  ri.  134. 
Spiritual  life,  on  the  causes^  symptoms^ 

and  effects  of  a  decline  in,  vi.  405. 
Stephen  appointed  deacon,  iii.  87. 

—  courageous  conduct  of,  iii.  88. 

—  experiences  divine  consolations,  iii.  89. 
iv.  512. 

—  riolent  death  and  prayer  for  his  ene- 
mies, iii.  90. 

Stoics  and  Epicureans  described,  r. 
444. 

Stony  ground  hearers,  examples  of,  vi. 
391. 

Storm  al  sea,  description  of,  v.  377. 

Strength  given  by  Christ,  ii  430. 

Student  in  divinity,  letter  to  a,  i.  115. 

Students,  extensive  acquaintance  ensnar- 
ing to,  V.  81. 

Studies,  what,  important  for  the  minis- 
try, V.  83. 

Submission  to  God,  a  manifestation  of 
the  believer's  love,  i.  500. 

Sufferings,  why  our  own  are  more  sup- 
portable than  those  oi  the  persons  we 
love,  ii.  19. 

—  the  greatness  of,  how  to  be  estimated, 
iv.  250. 

—  no  ground  of  comparison  between 
those  of  present  life  imA  the  glory 
about  to  be  revealed,  ri.  815. 

—  of  Christ,  why  endured,  ii.  886. 
contemplation  on,  vi.  378. 


Scripture  sense  of  that  title,  iv.  Sully,  duke  of,  his  character,  L  426. 
306.  309m.  ...—  reflections  on  his  hiftoiy,  i.  427. 
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Sun,  Chrat  ttumputA  toi  ^  8S9* 

—  of  righteooaieaiy   preieBce  o^  tliA 

■ouree  of  aD  our  happioctt  tnd  mo- 

•datioiN  Tt  186. 
SimdAj,  authoc^s  intiiiier  of  tpeodiBg  tt 

na«  ▼.  475. 
SapnJapmiui  fg  iiib-lapnnMi  teheme, 

difiercnoe  between,  iL  118. 
Swearing  a  national  an,  t.  SS8. 
8 jmpnilij  with  suiTeriDg  frienda  lawful, 

▼1.71. 
•—  wonderfid  effeeU  of,  n.  399. 


T. 


Tacitus'  aeeoont  of  Nero's  perseea- 
tion  of  tlie  Christianjh  in.  196. 

Talents  valoalile  if  enaUed  to  1  mprore 
them  for  Christ,!.  460. 

Taste,  definition  o^  i.  481. 

•«-  the  refined,  of  many  hinders  their 
profitinc  by  the  gospel,  i.  481. 

^-  a  spiritnal,  defined,  i.  486. 

Tarea^  parable  of;  shows  infloenoe  of 
Satjua  in  perverting  the  Gospd,  fii. 
87a 

TeachaMe  di^Kisition,  an  eridenee  of 
God's  work,  ri.  803. 

Teacher,  heathens  felt  necesnty  of  a 
divine,  |v.  S8. 

Teaichen^  human,  defieets  of^  ir.  179. 

Temple,  the  soperior  gjbiy  of  the  se- 
cond, pvedietcd,  iv.  31. 

—  seeond,  filled  with  Christ's  gjbij,  iv. 
36. 

—  destmetion  of,  predieted,  it.  35. 

—  mystieal,  what,  \x.  36. 
TemptatioB,  on,  i;  800. 
— -  meaning  of  the  word,  i.  488. 
Temptatiaiis»  our  greatest,  nsnallj  fimnd 

in  hiwfnl  things,  L  498.  501. 

—  general  classes  of,  ii.  455. 

—  compared  to  the  wind,  i  648. 

—  variety  of  Satan's,  i.  608.  644. 648. 

—  appointed  for  all  God's  people,  ri.  801. 

—  consoling  conaderations  under,  Ti. 
858. 

Temptation^  complaints  of,  a  good  sgn, 

Ti.  855. 
^  often  the  moat  violent  after  having 

acted  honourably  in  difficult  drcum* 

stances^  vL  359. 
Te&tulli  Air's  account  of  the  extent 

of  Nero's  persecution,  iii.  197. 
Tbrtull  V8  accuses  Paul  before  FcKje, 

iii.  174; 
Test  and  oorporatioa  acti  prodoco  cod- 
,    temptnous  profanation  of  the  body  and 

bloodofChritt,T.  149. 
Testament,  Old,  contains  prophecies  and 

^pes  of  Christ,  11,530. 

Vol.  VI.  4  M 


ThankfUbiaas,  dtaBdant  caisea  o(  tl, 

307. 
Thanksgiving  hynuifor  fang  s  recovery, 

T.  846. 
Theological   Miscellany,  pa- 
pers extracted  firom,  vi.  377. 
Theology,  epistles  of  St  Psnl  the  best 

summary  of,  v.  85. 
Trbssaloniaits,  Epistles  to  the,  a- 

boond  with  alleotlooate  expresrfons, 

iii.  188. 
Thief  on  the  eroa^  illustrious  instance  of 

divine  grace,  ii.  88. 

—  case  o^  iv.  85. 846. 866. 

—  a  witness  ofChrist's  innocence,  iv.  874v 
Thigh  an  emblem  of  power,  iv.  487. 
Thinepioly  one,  expreakm  explained, 

,  iv.  888. 
Things  lawful,  our  greatest  temptntiona 
usuaUy  found  in,  i.  498.  501 . 

—  why  we  ought  to  abstain  from 
many,  i.  508. 

Things  necessary  to  be  believed,  i.  681. 

See  Doctrines. 
Third  commandment,  extent  and  sanc- 
tion of^  iL  516. 
.— -  forbids  every  kind  of  expletive,  H. 

583. 
Thomas,  incredulity  o^  iv.  458. 
Thoughts,  evil,  may  intrude  into  the 

mind  without  guHt,  if  not  indulged,  i. 

646.  vi.  864. 
Throne  of  grace,  believers  should  resort 

to  under  every  trial,  vt  188. 
Tiberius,  detestable  character  o^  ir. 

376. 
Time,  value  of,  i.  510. 

—  what  necessary  to  be  employed  in 
preparing  for  the  ministry,  v.  99. 

•— >  manner  of  author's  employing  his, 

during  a  voyage,  v.  417. 
Time-serving  in  ministers  implies  want 

of  wisdom,  v.  811. 
Timothy  chosen  for  PauPscompanion, 

iu.  189. 
Titus  destroys  Jerusalem,  iii.  199. 
Tongue,  thooi^ii  on  the  government  o(^ 

^.  381. 

—  what  meant  by  bridfing^  vi.  383. 
Trajan  orders  Chrlatiaos  to  be  put  to 

death,  iii.  801. 
•— >  condemns  Ignatius,  iU.  801. 

—  translation  of  and  remarks  on  Pliny's 
letter  to,  vL  387. 

Transfiguration,  reflections  en,  iv.  819. 

Trees,  believers  compared  to,  vi.  64. 

Trials,  the  greatness  o^  to  be  estimatid 
rather  by  the  impression  they  make 
upon  us,  than  by  l^elr  ontiwd  i^ 
pearance,  i.  583. 

^m  the  necessity  that  our  Ihftrpeit 
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•hooU  tMpetuMt  ^niBg  froa  oar 

dearest  comibrts,  i.  614. 
TkMb»  KMOB  vhy  God  inflMtt «  auiiy 

oa  hii  people,  tu.  184. 
— leanndenitioiis  wUeh  should  soppoiAvs 

under,  li.  8. 

—  effaeu  0^  compared  vith  Ummb  of  die 

vind  upoD  trees,  tl  M. 
«-  neir,  needful  to  the  end  of  life,  vL  S2S. 

—  shoaM  be  felt,  ^  lit. 

—  the  sharpest  often  spring  from  oor 
ohoiccst  eooi&rts,  tL  4S8. 

—  the  hcariest,  rendered  tolerable  hy 
Christ's  assistance,  tL  S51. 

Trinity,  thoa|^  on  the  doetrine  ot,  ri. 

43«. 
-^-doetrioa  U,  necoanrj  to  ailnUioB,  i. 

— -  not  n  mere  proposhioo,  bat  a  priaei- 

pie,  i.  533. 
•—  Scriplnral  vgnmeBts  far,  iL  6.  .11. 

490. 
— >  eiperienee  a  proof  of  its  tntth»  it  11. 

—  mcomprehenaible,  it.  307. 

-—  onqiiestionahljr  uught  hi  Seripture, 

ir.  576. 
Tropic,  eeparaooies at  omsaiDg,  ▼.  30S. 
Trouble,  letter  to  a  friend  in,  vi.  378. 
Troubles  ncetsiry  and  usefiil,  ri.  60. 
— >  considentioiis  eakulatod  to  eompnr' 

ui  under,  li  33. 
True  religion  founded  in  knowledge  of 

God,  iL  516. 
Truit  in  Qod,  letter  on,  L  109. 
Tnmipct,  the  last,  by  what  iUuatrated, 

iv.  477. 
Truth,  most  be  the  oliject  of  faith,  L  5S1. 

—  doctrinal  of  no  value,  further  than  it 
tends  to  promote  practical  holiness^  i. 
6Sa 

^-  of  our  religious  principles,  plainlj  dis- 
eemed  by  their  effects  in  prosperity, 
vi.  424. 

Truths,  some  fundamental,  iv.  303.  448. 

—  others  secondary,  iv.  303. 

Tutor,  .chamoter  and  qualifications  of 
one  for  an  aeademy  of  ministen^  v. 
66. 

Types  of  Christ,  twofold,  persooal  and 
relative,  ii.  338. 

—  concealed,  while  they  sliadowed  forth 
Christ,  iv.  9. 

—  of  his  erudfizioo,  what,  iv.  824. 

U.  V. 

Vail  of  temple  rent,  what  it  sigiiiile% 

iv.  35. 
Valley,  an  emblem  of  a  low  condition, 

iv.  35 

VengeanctfoC  God  on  aociant  siaaers.  t. 
154. 


VsVIQBt 

the  r«p«yw  oi;  and  Uia  Adriado 
ILU5. 

—  anthov^B  voyage  tOitB^dmBiatpL  33. 
VlGIL'BLaTTBai,L908L  - 
Virgil's  Pollio^  ezpremoa  warn  of 

propheetoe  of  Meawah,  Iv.  ML 
— —  rcfleetians  on,  iv.  88L 
-—  quolod,  iv.  158. 
Viitae,  Christiaa,  the  afeC  af  a  aetr 

nature,  L  578. 

SeeBrutua. 
Visiting,  remarks  on,  vL  166. 
Vitrinoa's  traoiiatkm  of  a  pamage  ia 

Isaiah,  iv,  93. 
Unbelief,  iteab  upon, 

of  humility,  ii.  176. 

—  fiital  effiieta  o^  to  be 
iv.  ^77. 

— -  a  cause  of  distresi^  vL  468. 

—  reBonreo  the  senae  of  Ghrist'a  pra- 
sence,  ri.  119. 

Unbelieven^  deplorabla  state  oS^  w.  lOB. 
Unoonverted,  propria^  of  auairtflrialid- 

drem  to,  L  148.  .  . 

Union  with  Christ,  L  891 
UviTAt  Fratrum.    Saa  MtaamA. 
Universal  chorus^  iv.  5601 
Uaiveraal  rcatitntioB,  doatoiaa  U»  fidae 

and  pernicious,  iv.  481. 
Voalferation,  the  effeetof  a  bud  habH, 

no  mark  of  powerlul  preaohing^  H. 

463. 
Vo LAT I L I s,  charaater  0^  i  349. 
V  o  L  T  A I R  E,  scoffs  at  idea  of  doing  an  to 

thegloty  ofGod,L4ai. 

—  the  amanuensis  of  Satan,  i.  454. 

—  had  better  been  born  an  idiot  or  haa- 
dc,  i.  455. 478. 

—  a  monster  of  profimaaeas^  ii.  846, 
Usefnbiesi^  prospect  o^  greater  in  the 

church  than  amoDg  Dissenters^  v.  51. 
Utopian  dissenter,    aentimeBts  of,    oa 

ehurch  government,  ▼.  71. 
•—  on  methodists  or  itinarants^  v.  74» 
Uttermost,  meanmg  o^  vi.  147. 

W. 

Walking  closely  with  God,  diraetioitt 

for,  i.  655. 
Walking  with  God,  not  hiaderad  bj 

proper  attention  toworidly  dnties  and 

calling,  \i.  49. 
Walking  with  Jeflaaittoslralcd,  vL  67. 
War,  cultivated  as  a  scienee,  hr.  433. 
Warftre^  Scripture  aeaaa  of  the  word, 

iv.  19. 
Watchfulnesh  aecssity  oi;  i  495. 
----  productive  of  eomfoK,  vL  13. 
*l¥atti'  Logie  rccomaieRded,  t.  93.. 


mmm. 


as  models  to  writers  in  diTinHyi  ▼.  96. 
Whxtfibld,  Mf.  i'efciTedt%ii  15^0. 

—  sermons,  by  Gume},  charMterlaedy 
▼i.  95. 

Wife,  letters  to  a,  t.  303. 

—  direetlens  to  a  rohiister  (br  the  ehoiee 
of  a,  ii.  118. 

—  advice  to  a  friend  in  clioosing,  vL  182. 
Willy  the  want  of,  a  want  of  power,  iV. 

195. 
Wisdom,  the  best,  sermon  on,  ▼.  1S8. 
Wisdom,  means  of  attaining,  i.  117. 

—  all  the  eharacteristies  of,  exemplified 
in  the  faithful  minister,  ▼.  196. 

—  man's,  how  renooneed  bj  St  Paul,  iii. 
243. 

—  of  God,  seen  in  cross,  ii.  440. 

—  worldly,  opposite  to  divine,  ii.  383. 

—  heavenly,  in  what  it  consists,  i.  635. 
Wise  and  pmdent,  character  of,  in  «ght 

of  the  world,  ii.  384. 
WoLTK,  general,  death  of,  iv.  500.  560. 

vL  155. 
Woman  that  anointed  Christ's  feet,  ease 

of,  iv.  25. 
Women  of  Israel,  how  they  celebrated 

good  news,  iv.  69. 
WooLNOTB,  St.  Mary,  mthor's  first 

sermon  at,  t.  129. 
-«— •  token  of  respect  to  parishionert  of, 

Ti56S. 
Wonderful,  a  title  of  Christ,  it.  107. 
Word  of  God,  a  history  of  the  heart  of 

man,  the  derices  of  Satan,  the  state 

of  the  world,  and  the  methods  of 

grace,  ii.  100. 
— -  the  well  of  salvation,  ii.  190. 
— —  irresistible  power  of,  iv.  27. 
.         in  what  reelects  beauties  ol^  com- 

pared  to  those  of  creation,  iv.  539. 
— -  the  believer's  food,  i.  399. 

I      directs  and  animates  to  a  growth 

in  grace,  i.  401. 
— >  compared  to  a  mirror,  i.  527. 
Word  in  season,  i.  371. 
Word  to  professors  in  trrtde,  i.  378. 
World,  God's  principal  end  in  prescrr- 

ing  i.  467. 
— *  votarites  of,  objects  of  corapasskm, 

and  compared  to  lunatics,  iv.  14. 
-^  state  of,  at  Messiah's  advent,  iv.  19. 

—  a  wilderness  in    the  awakened  sin- 
ner's estimation,  iv.  19. 

-—  rsvolntions  o^  subserve  God's  will,  it. 
22. 

—  deplorable  state  of,  in  consequence  of 
the  fall,  iv.  76. 

•—  a  school  to  the  disciples  of  Christ,  iv. 
179. 

—  insufficiency  of  the  bappinesi  of,  iv. 
350. 


Woi4d,  the  inviablei  ftiU  of  great  reali- 
ties, iv.  117. 

Worldfy  duties  tad  eaWng,  no  pro|ier 
hindrance  to  walking  with  Ckid,  vi. 
.4^. 

Worldly  men,  character  d,  L  6Slk 

•>— *  blind  to  the  eOBtblaitkiia  in  CbriH, 
ii.  182. 

— -  address  to,  iv.  166. 

—  wretched  state  of,  iv.  171. 

— -  spirit  should  be  feared,  ii.  389. 

Worship,  spiritual,  true  nature  of,  iv. 
573. 


Y. 


Year,  reflections  on  enteringupon  a  nev, 

vi.  196. 
Yoke  of  Christ,  sermoa  on,  ii.  480. 
— —  described,  ii.  482. 
-^—  blessedness  of,  ii  487. 

—  easy,  from  consideration  of  the  re* 
ward,  ii.  497. 

—  seldom  pleasant  at  the  first,  ii.  499. 
— — ^  not  without  trials,  U.  500. 
Young  converts,  overdoingS  of,   mora 

acceptable  to  God,  than  their  sub- 
sequent cold  correctness,  i.  115. 

—  charactnisties  of,  i.  393.— defects 
of;  i.  394— first  bright  momenta  of^ 
how  recovered,  i.  397. 

— —  apt  too  much  to  neglect  tempor^ 
businesses,  ii.  511. 

— —  prone  to  neglect  the  aflkirs  of  com- 
mon life,  iii.  263. 

— —  discouragements  of,  iv.  157. 

-— » injudicious  zeal  of,  iv.  509. 

—  weakness  of,  not  sufficiently  at- 
tended to  by  human  teachers,  iv.  517. 

•— —  comfortable  perceptions  of  justifi- 
cation, usually  weak,  iv.  525. 

■  often  favoured  with  comfortabljp 
impressions,  vi.  466. 

Young,  ]>r.  author's  interview  with,  v. 
525. 

Yoimg  lady,  verses  to  a,  on  her  birth* 
day,  \i.  433. 

Youti{^  men,  choice  of  those  intended  for 
ministry,  v.  77. 

Young  minister,  letter  to,  on  preaching 
tlie  Gospel  with  power,  vi.  398. 

Young  people,  compared  to  lambs,  iv. 
156. 

Young  person,  letter  to  a,  vi.  287. 

Young  persons,  why  so  seldom  serious^ 
vi.  320. 

•—  important  directions  to,  vi.  291.  294. 
298.  301.  303.  305.  332. 

Young  woman,  letter  to  a,  vi.  443. 
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EmI*  tmpjt  aBbeeomiiig  the  CbriiliM» 

iii.  6t. 
—  diidnetioD  between  trae  and  fidie, 

Eealmd  lore,  cteneCeite  yoQiig 
TcrtSpi.  9%9» 


Zeekmt  yoQBg  iatB«  fiiitikle  tdnee  to^ 

Ti.  ISS. 
ZmosAniAHi  miMon  oi;  to  the  Jewi^ 

iT.3I. 
—  bii  Tuion  of  Jodna  tlie  kii^  prieat« 

it.  595. 
Zzoir,  M  emUea  of  the  chnrck  of 

God,  ir.  laa 
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TO  THE  PRINCIPAL  TEXTS  ILLUSTRATED  OR  QUOTI^ 
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A  SEPJUUTE  JXDEX  IS  PREFIXED  TO  THE  FOURTH  VOL. 


The  Letter  S  annexed  to  any  Pcutage,  denotet  that  it  U  the  Text  of  a 
Srrmon— L  the  subject  of  a  Letter,  and  H  the  motto  to  a  Hymn, 
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